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NMAYYRU-APTOHABTDI

3pauHbI{ H TeNJblH, Kak-6yATO CHOBA HAaCTYINHUJH JETHHE IHH.
Ho pa3se MOraH HacTynHTb JeTHHe AHH, KOrJa Ha aBope Onija
yxe no3gHss oceHb? — Her, koneuno! M 3To nmouyBcTBOBal Ha)ke mayuek
H CTal MOCMEUIHO IOTOBHTHCA K OTJETY.

OH Kpemko yXBaTHJCS NEepPeaHHMH JankaMH 3a crteGeab Kamhullla H,
MOBHCHYB Ha METEJOYKe, CTal OBICTPO, GHICTPO BBHIMYCKATb TOHYAHILHE
cepeGpsiHbIE HHTH.

Berep cnyran ux B Geayl0 NJIHHHYI0 NayTHHY M, 3aBsi3aB IeTdeH, C
CHJOH NMOTAHYJ 3a cOOOi.

[Nayuek OTmyCTHJ KaMHlIl H Ha cBoeM 6eJOM BO3AYLIHOM KOpaGJHKe
noJserea Haj 60J0OTOM.

OH 6nla He oHH. Bnepeau Hero, no3aau, ¢ 60KOB, OTOBCIOAY HECHAHCh
KyAa-TO, TaKHe-Xe KaK OH, MOJOJble NMay4yKH-aproHaBTH, CMeJhle NyTe-
11eCTBEHHHKH.

Ho noyemy Ha3BajJH HX TakK, aproHaBTHI? .. Pa3Be OHH Tak e CMeJH,
KaK Te JApeBHHE IepOH, UTO OTNPABHJIMCh Ha CBoeM Kopabje «Apro» HCKaTb
30JI0TOE PYHO?..

KoHeuHO, OHH OYeHb CMeJbl, MOXeT-GHITb Jaxe CMeJdee JAPEBHHX
repoes, MOTOMY-YTO OHH OTNPABHJHCL B JaJbHee IJIaBaHHe, He HMes HH
KopabJs, HU KPhIIbEB, B CYLL{HOCTH, He HMesl HHYEero, KpoMe OIXHOH TOJbLKO
TOHEHbKOMH 11eJKOBOR HHTOYKH.

A oceHb Belb YK€ YXOAHJIA, M 3TOT JeHb OBLT TOJBbKO TaK, CAy4aHHBIH,
Ha cMmex BceM. IlocmoTpuTe, MOJ, Kak GhIBaeT eile Xapko. A Ha caMoOM
Aexe GbLIO coBceM yxe He kapko. Houu OblIM TeMHble, AepeBbs CTOSVIH
6e3 JUCTbEB, 4 B MOJAX GHIIO MYCTO H XOJOIHO.

Ho moaoxpie mayuku He GOSIIMCh MO3JQHEeH OCEHH H B COJHEYHBIE JAHH
OJHMH 3a APYTHM yJeTalH, ucue3asi B NPO3payHOM BO3AyXe.

Kyna onu nerenn u 3aueM? .. 3TOro HHKTO He 3Hal. MXx yHOCHJI Betep,
KaK BeCHOW OH Hec GesHi MyX C TOmOJeN, KaK pacceMBaj CeMeHa OAYyBaH-
YHKOB Ha 3eJEeHBIX JyXalkax, KaK cesJ JeTyuHe ceMeHa HB Ha Jyrax H
JeCHBIX OMYIIKaX.

INayuku JeTeaqH CO BCeX CTOPOH, M HX Oexnle, NJHHHBIE MNMAayTHHKH
samieTaqu cepeGPHCTHMH HHTSMHM BO3AYyX, AepPeBbsi H KYyCTH. DTO H GHJO

KAK SIPKO cBetuao coanue! He6o 6nimo cuHee, a BO3AYX Takoi mpo-



6abbe JeTo, — cennle, AJHHHHIE BOJOCH OCEHH, 3aCBepPKaBLIHe B Jy4ax
COJMHLA.

[layyex TOXE B 3TOT AeHb HaBCErAa MOKHHYJ PONHOH XOMHMK.

Ero maTthb ocraBanach Ha Gosote. OHa HHMKyZAa YXe He CTPeMHJIACh
AeTeTh M CNOKOMHO CHAEJNA Ha NayTHHe, BLDKHAAs, KOrxa nofMaercs B ee
CeTb MyXxa.

Jlo yero ToHKO 6blia cnaeTteHa 3ta ceTb! Hemapom mayuuxy nposBaiu
Janunnft Basaapmuk ... M3 caMoil cepeXHHH NMayTHHH LLTH KaK CIHILI
TOHKHE JY4YH, a NOBepPX HHX BO3JYIIHHIM KpyXeBoM G6hlia HaGpolueHa
JAervafimias cnupanb. [layuuxa cupmesna B LeHTpe.

A B 370 Bpems nmayuek OBLLI yxKe HajieKO U JeTeJ. PsaoM ¢ HHM Kpy-
JKHJCA CYXOMf JHMCT C OJbXM, HO NOCJIe, KOTJAa BeTep COBCEM CTHX, JHCT
ynax Ha 3emar. Ho ¢ nmayuykom 3TOro He CJAyuyHJIOCh, — €ro BO3AYIIHBIA
KOpaGJaHK OBbIJI CAHILKOM JIETOK H TNPOJAOJIKAX JeTeThb JaXe NPH CaMOM
HE3HAYHTEJIbHOM BeTpe.

[layuex npaBHJBLHO yraaniBajJ HampaBJeHHE H, KaK HCKYCHHIA HHJOT,
CMeJIO ynpaBasd cBouM kopabaukoM. OH mepeGeraq ¢ ORHOrO KOHLA
HHTOUKHM Ha Apyroff, co6upas CBOH KaHaTHK, pacnmyCKaJ NMayTHHY H BeCb
OTAABAJCA NMOJETY.

Berpa He 6HIIO, H TOJBLKO HArpeThii OT 3e€MJH BO3AYX NMOIHUMAJCH H
YHOCHJI Nayyka BCe fgaibllle M Aajbllle MO BO3AYLIHKIM BOJHaM.

OH neten Hap decoMm. Iae-To maxeko, yxe no3amd, OCTaJCsA KaMbILI H
poatxoe 60J0TO.

Ho Bort, coanue ckphioch. TeMHas Tyya 3akpblia NOJOBHHY HeGa,
JeTeTh GHJIO yXe HENPHATHO, U MayyeK CTaX co6UpaTh CBOIO HHTKY.

Bapyr, oH ucnyranso 3amep. Bmecto Jeca mox co6oft mayuek yBHAEHA
YepHyI0 LIHPOKYI0 PeKy M CTal majgaTh BHH3, npsimo B Boxy. OH HaBepHOe
yronyx Obl, HO Hajg caMoil BOXOM, Jierku# BeTepOK CHOBa NOXHAJ €ro H,
Hrpasi, MOHeC BAOJb PEKH.

INayuek yBuzes Bnepeau rpomMaaHbiii 6enaniit mapoxon. INapoxon muancsa
npsaMo HaBcTpeuy, Bce Gamxe H G6aumxe. Eme cexynna — u Genas BOMHA
saxJecTHyaa-Gbl Mayuka BMecTe C ero BO3AyWHHIM kopaGaumkom. Ho
BADYT, NOPHIB PEYHOro BeTpa MOAXBATHI NMAYTHHKY H GPOCHJ ee NpSAMO Ha
nany6y. Ilayrunka, xak ¢aorep, 3a6usach Ha MauyTe.

— Ba6re neto!.. — ycabliag nayuek BeceJblt pagoOCTHHII rOJOCOK.
— bBabne aerol..

U nayuex yBHaesx Ha naixy6e MaJeHbKYIO AeBOYKY B KPACHOM IIanmouke.
Ona xJonmajna B JaIOILIKH H IPOMKO CMesJaach.

Ho nayuxy HemoJAro mpHILJIOCL CMOTPeTh Ha NE€BOUKy. Berep cHoBa
¢ cHJIOf pBaHyJ NMayTHHKY M OTOpBal ee OT MauTHl. [layuek yBumea nox
co6010 seMJIo.

ConHue yxe OMycKaxoch 3a rOpH3oHT. Heyxeau yxe cxkopo Beuep?
IMoae 6110 nycToe, OCBELIEHHOE KOCHIMH JY4aMH COJHIA. BOPOHH H rajike
pacxaXxHBaJK IO MOJIO.



H Bapyr, on yBuzgea apyroro nayuka. Ilayuek JeTea HefaseKo OT HEro
Ha TaKOM-K€ TOYHO BO3AYWIHOM Kopa6Gauke. KX HHTOYKM 3aLEeNHIHCh
OJHa 3a APYryl0 H OHH NOJIETEJH Tenepb BMeCTe.

Ho yto ato? Hx kopa6aHuK 0Ka3ajcsi CIMLIKOM TsXKeJHM. MoxeT-GhTb
3TO poca yXe ycheJa ymacTb Ha HX Napyc, H KOpabGJaHK, OTSKeJeB,
cran onyckatbcsi. OH OMycKaJICi Bce HHXKe M HHXe, OKa He 3aleNuica 3a
BeTKy AepeBa.

Ha nBope 6uin yxe Beuep. CodaHlue 3auwio. Bokpyr 6bIIO THXO H CNO-
KoiHo. Iloae smexano Ge3xu3HeHHOe H MoJauaaHBoe. [layyek HaTAHyJa Ha
ce6s 1IeJKOBYI0O HHTOYKY, YKPBIICA H KPENKO YCHYJI.

Ero pasbyauau yTpoM KpHKM NTHU. DTO yJeTaJH Ha IOr 3amo3jajnie
unanad. OHH JeTeaH HU3KO H 6eCNOKONHO M B3BOJHOBAHHO MEPEKIHKATHCh.

¥YTpo 6b10 THXOE U XoJoxHoe. CosHue nepe6GHpano cepe6GpsiHLIe HATH
6abbero jgera. CkoJbKO MX HaGpocasa 3a HOoub oceHb! [ToBcioay Ha TpaBe,
Ha KycTax, Ha JepeBbsiX, — BCIOAY Jexanu 3TH Geable KopaGaukH. Buibpo-
LIEHHBIe HA MeJb H 3aCTHTHYTBIE BpPACIIOX, OHH He MOTJH YXe JIeTeThb M,
o6phI3raHHble POCOM, OTsXeJeBIIHe OT CHIPOCTH, XAAJH TOpsyYero COJHLA.

OnHako, Kak yxe XOJOJHO CBETHJO coaHle! OHO yXOAHJIO Bce Aajablie
H Jaibllle H, C KaXAbIM JHEM, CTAHOBHJOCH BCE PABHOJAYLIHEe H XOJOAHee
KO BceM.

INayuex pacrnpaBHJ JankH, MOYHCTHJICA H CTAJX CHapsiKaThb CBOM Kopab-
auk. Crafika coek cesa Ha gepeBo. OHHM NPOH3HTENbHO KPHY&JH H CCOPH-
auch Mexay co6ofi. Cofilku yaeTeau U NPHAETENH APO3XHL.

ST1o OBl yxXe mociaegHHe nepeneTHble NTHUL. OHH OYeHb CMEIIHIH
H O 4YeM-TO TPEBOXHO NePEeKIHKAIHCh.

[layyek He MOHAM, O YeM OHH TrOBOPHJH. JIpO3AHI MOJeTeJH Ha IOT,
TyAa, rae 6uJa pexka. HakoHel, cOMHIE NOAHANOCH BHICOKO H B MOCHeXHUR
pas, corpeyo Bcex.

Ceromust meHb OBII elle THUIe, ueM Byepa. [layuek JeTesx Tenmepp Hax
6osoroM. Ero o6mano 3HakOMHIM 3amaxoM TpaBH M chIpocTH. Kakas 3e-
JIeHasi OCOKAa H KaK NMPHBETIHBO IIYMHT KaMuiui!

[Mayuek co6pan nayTHHY M CTal MeAJEHHO, MEIJEHHO OMNYCKAaThCA Ha
3emmo. HakoHen-to, oH cHoBa Ha 6oJioTe! Bokpyr Hero 3amaxJo MATOR.
[Mayuex yBuaes Ha Kammbllle, TaKHX-XKe KAK H OH, MOJOJALIX NMay4yKOB-CTPaH-
HHKOB.

OHH CyeTHJIMCb H CIELIHJH 3aHATH JyulllHe MecTa B KaMbiule. TO H
GHIIM MX 3UMHHE KBAapTHPHL.

3mech, HA 3TOM KpeNKOM, CTapOM KaMblllle H NnayyeK YCTPOHT CBoe
3HMHee THe3J0.

OH BJe3 B YIOTHHIf THXHZ yrolok Mexay cre6jleM H CYXHM JHCTOM
Kambilla H npuramiacsi. C HUM OHJIa ero MayTHHKA, KIy6oueK IIEAKOBBIX
HHTOK. OH cTan naectu ceGe Temjoe OxesO.

Ha aBope coBceM yxe He 6uI0 xapko. CouaHue GHCTPO yuua0, 6POCHB
CBOA MOCJHeAHHA MpOLaAbHHI B3rasx. 3aueM yxe tenno? Passe mano
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6h110 xapkux auefi? IMayuyek BHINISHYJ H3 CBOEro JOMHKA — eMy He XOoTe-
JIOCh ellle CIaTh.

Kak 3axoxomano, opHako! Bppl.. Kamuin HarHy/Jcsi HH3KO, HH3KO.
3Tto BeTep AYJa BCe C OAHOMA CTOPOHH, BOJOYA 3a c06010 TyuH. BoT Bam
6abbe Jeto!..

Ha 6oaote crano MpayHo H mycto. XOpOILO, YTO APO3AH YJETEJH.
JIArylKH 3aMOJIKJAM H CnpATaauch B Wia. OHH Jyuule BceX 3HaAJH, KOrAa
6yZeT TEmJIO MJIH XOJOX, AOXAb HJIMU 3acyxa.

INayuex Toxe cnpsitancs, eMy craao xonoaHo. IlycTb Temepb Betep
TpenJetr ero Kamu! .. Ilayuky yxe Bce paBHo. OH BO-BpeMs ycnesa HalTH
YIOTHOE MeCTeYKO H YCTPOUTb cebe Ha 3UMY TeNJHA JOMHK.

Ho, rme-xe <3oaotoe PyHo?s... PasBe nayuek HailueJa ero B 3TOM
YIOTHOM, TEIJIOM AOMHKE, Te MOXHO CNOKOMHO cayllaThb BOH BeTpa?

O Her, 3TO TOJbKO TaK, BpeMEHHHII MPHIOT. A BeCHOMN, KOrjaa 3aulyMsAT
PYyubH, 3alBETYT AepeBbsi H BO3BPATATCA NepejeTHHE MNTHIH, — MNayyex
CHOBA NYCTUTCA B NyTb. OH pacnyCTHT CBO# Geablit BO3AYIUHBIA KOPabJIHK,
HaTsIHET Napyca H NOJETHT TyAa, rAe #kaeT ero «3ojaotoe PyHo».



XYAO-TYT

HaJ roJoBo# CBOM BOJILEGHHIA 30HTHK M TaHHCTBEHHO 3aKayajiacb
Ha BeTKe.
— Xyao-tyT!.. — mneyaJsbHO KPHKHyJa OHa, — Xymxo-TyT!..
OHa B3MaxHy/7a CBOMMH SIDKMMH NeCTPbIMH KpBUIbSIMH, OJeCHyJa Ha
COJIHLIE PaAy:KHBEIM 30HTHKOM H KaK BHXDb NpoJeTesa HaJ IoJOBaMH JAeTeH.
Huxro u3 nmereit He 3aMeTHJ] ee, KpOMe OJHOrO MajbyHKa. Moxer-
OLITb, U MajleHbKUH MaJbuHK TOXe He yBHIeJ-Obl ee, HO OH OJHXKe BCeX

IIPI/IJ]ETEJIA Goabluas nectpas ntuua. OHa cesa Ha AepeBO, pacCKphLIa

CTOSI K JepeBy H YCJAHILAJ ee TPeBOXHLIA Kpuk. — Het!.. — 3amopHo
KPHKHYJI OH IITHIle, — HET, MHe He XyJAO 34echb!..

— Kakas crpamHas ntHua.. — noayMan oH. [loyeMy oHa KpHYHT
TaK neyaabHo, — XyHO-TYT?..— pa3Be TYT XYyAO?

Ha npyroii nenb cHoBa nmpuJjierena nectpas ntuua. CoBceM HH3KO YiKe
ONYCTHJACh OHA K 3eMJIe H ceJla Ha BeTKe BO3Je A0Ma, IJie XHJI MAJIbYHUK.

Xymo-TyT!.. — KpHKHyJa OHa, — Xymo-TyT!..

M yauBHTeNbHEIMH IMOKa3aJHUCh MAaJb4YHKY €e BOJLIeOGHHIA 30HTHK H
NnecTpuie KPHUIbS.

Xyno-TyT? .. — npoullentalx OH... — IOuYeMy NTHLUA ONATh TaK Ie-
YaJbHO KPHYMT, — XYAO-TyT?.. — MHe coBceM He XyAo0 3zech. Beap 3ato
MOl IOM, I'’ie MeHsl JI0OAT U 3a60TATCS 060 MHe.

— VYaeraitl,. — ¢ BOJHEHHeM KPHKHYJ OH NTHUe, — YyJaerali ceGe
npoub!.. MHe He Xy#o 3xechb, MHe xopoiuo!.. — Ho B rosoce ero yxe He
6LiJIO npexkHefl yBepeHHOCTH.

Ha Ttperuit meHp cHOBa npuJeresa ntuua. OHa cesa Temepp COBCEM
yxe 6JH3KO, HA OKHO, H NMOCTy4YajJa MajJbYHKY YepPHBIM KJIOBOM.

— Xyno-tyt!.. — elle neyajbHee KPHKHyJa OHa eMy, — Xymo-Tyt!..
Becb B3ZpOrHys MajbuMK OT €e Belllero KpHKa M C TOCKOH moa6exanx K
OkHy. XOTeJ OH yXe COrHaTh CTPAUIHYI0 NTHLY C AepeBa H 6POCHTb B Hee
NMaJKOH, HO TaMHCTBEHHO 3aKauyaJach Ha BeTKe NTHLA M pacKphlla nepen
MaJIbYMKOM PajyXHBI 30HTHK, BeCb B BOJIIEGHHIX PHCYHKAaX.

— Kaxkolt yauBUTENbHRIA 30HTHK! . . — C BOCTOPrOM BOCKJIHKHYJ MaJb-
yHK. — Kakue yynecHule KapTHHKH HapHCOBaHH Ha HeM!.. — U oH Bech mo-
TAHYJACA K ITHLUE.



— Tomoxau, He yaeraii!.. — Cc BOJHeHHEM KPHKHYJA OH eif. — He
yaeTal, NOKaXu MHe TBOH 30HTHK!

[TocmMoTpesna nTHna Ha MaJbuHKa M CIIPATaJa CBOH YyAECHBIE PHCYHKH.

— Hert, — cka3ana oHa, — 51 mokaxy HX Tebe mocie, KOraa TH NpPH-
Aewb KO MHe. — M OHa BeIpBaZia H3 30HTHKA Nepo H 6pPOCHIA ero MaJb4yHKY.

— Ha, Bo3bMHu ero!.. — KpHKHyJa OHa, yJaetass. — OHO momoxer Te6e
HalTH HOPOry KO MHe.

CxBarua MaabuHk GiecTsillee nmepo M npmxkaa k rpyad. Ho, kak toc-
KJIHBO H CKY4YHO Cpa3y MNoKasajlochb eMy Bce Bokpyr! Poxuofi moM ero,
BIpYT, BeCb HACYNHUJCA M NOYEpHeJ, BpaxaeOHO 3awymena JIOGHMMEIA caf,
H He y3HaJ MaJIbYHK POJHOro Mecra.

— Kak 3aech CKyuHO M CTpalIHO, mpoluenTal OH, o3upasich. Hemapom
NTHLA KpHYaJa MHe, UTO 31eCh XyAO. 3aueM Thl OCTaBHJA MEHs, NTHUA? —
C TOCKOH KPHKHYJ OH e BCaex. — 3ayeM Apa3HUIIbL MEHS CBOHUM BoJlie6-
HBIM 30HTHKOM? ..

Ho yxnerena yxe nTHua M HHYero He OTBETHJA Majab4HKy. [TocmoTpen
MaJIbYHK Ha nepo, 6epexxHo CNpsTak ero y ce6s Ha TPyAH H MOLIEN NMPAMO,
HEH3BeCTHO KyJa.

H BcTperusach eMy TOrma Becesasi BOPOHA H KapKHyJa:

— A MHe xopouo 3zxecs!

H Bcrpetnacs Toraa emy GecneyHHft 3asl, H cepasi MHIb, H Ciaeno#
KPOT H BC€ OHH CKa3aJIH eMy:

— Ham xopouwo 3gech H HHYEro Mbl He XOTHM Jy4YIIero.

[TocMoTpes ManbyHK Ha CTPOHKIE KOJOChA, HA CHHHE BaCHJIbKH H YBH-
Aex 6a60YKy, H MYLIHCTOTO XPYLIa, H 30JOTHIX MYEJOK H CTAJN0 eMy Becelo
H JIerKko.

— He 3pecb-nu xXuBeT MOfl NTHLHA? — NMOAyMaJa OH. M Toabko XOTea OH
yxe npucecTb Ha 6yropke, Bo3jie 3ejJleHO! TPONMHKH, KaK yBHAeJ, BAPYT,
nectpyio ntuny. OHa npoJeresa HU3KO HaJ HHUM M, HCue3asi, KDUKHYJA:

— Xyno-tyt!.. Xygmo-tyrt!..

U cpa3y Bce noTeMHes0 W BCceé OMpPauHMJIOCh BOKpPYr Mmaabuuka. Ilo-
CMOTpEJ OH Ha POXb H HCIIYTraJICAl BHICOKHX KOJOCHEB, B3TJIAHYJX Ha BACHJIbKH
H MOKa3aJduCh OHH €My CTPAlUHBIMH, 3aMaHHBAIOUIHMH €ro B rylly BHICOKOM
PXH, NOCMOTpeJ Ha MYeJOK H 6pocuiacsi 6exaTh, KyAa BHAHO, OT HX BHCY-
HYTBIX SIMOBHTHIX XaJ.

Joaro 6exan MaJbuHK IO NOJIO, NMOKa He po6Gexan O Jecka H He
CBaJHJCS B MATKY10 TpaBy. [IpoxaaaHo u yano6HO 6ulno emy 3nech. Bepesu
OGCTYNHIH ero CO BCeX CTOPOH M CIPATANH OT BCAKHX CTPAaXOB, HAKJIOHHJIACH
K HeMy JIMIIa ¥ YCIIOKOHJIA ero, a no6pas 3eMJIsiHHUKa NMPOTAHYJIa eMy Kpac-
HYI0 SITOAKY M CKa3aJja:

— Ckywaft irogKky — 3TO YTOJHT TBOR roJox!..

— He 3pecb-an xuBet poray-6opopau? .. — noayMan Maipuuk. — He
311eCb-JH NONPLIrHBaeT ¢ BeTKH Ha BeTKy 6eJska, He 3keChb-JH NpsveTcs KO-
JIOYHR eXHUK H He 3AeChb-JTH JXHBET MOSl NMTHUA? ..
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H kak-6yATO yCaABIILANIH MBICAH MaJbYHKAa 3BEDbKH, H BBINOJ3 XKYK —
porau-60pojay M IIYTS IOCTABHJI NPOTHB HEro pora, BHIMNISHYJa CpexH
BeTOK MrpuBas 6eJouka K GPOCHJA 3eJeHBIH OpeX, 3alLeBENHJCT H TKEI0
3aabllIan TIAyNBA exuK, H mnpobexasa OCTpOHOCas JHCa H KPHKHYyJa
MaJIbuHKY:

— Ham xopouwo 3xech ¥ HHUero Jy4llero Ham He Hazmo!..

U Bce oHH cKa3aaM MaJb4yMKy OJHO U TOXe: — Ham xopouio 3zecsh,
CPeaH MSArKO# TPaBKH, CPeNH TyCTHIX JepeBbeB, CPeLH BKYCHBIX KOPEHbEB.

Xopouio nokasajoch U MaldbUMKy B JeCy CpPeiu 3BEPbKOB U JE€PEBbLEB.
Tler oH B r'ycTyIo TpaBy M 3a6blI yXe NMPO CTPALIHYIO NMTHLY.

U Bapyr, ynana Ha Hero cyxas BeTKa, 3aKayajacb CEpIUTO JHMNA H
3aKpHyaJ nevajJbHBIH roJoc:

— Xyno-tyt!.. Xyno-tyt!..

Bexounn manbuuk Ha HOrH. Beanle Gepe3nl pacCTyNHIMCh M HacMell-
JHBO 3allIeNTaNHCh MeXAy co0oH, BpaxaeOHO NMOKOCHJIACh Ha MaJabuyHKa
3eJjieHasl JHIa, MOBEPHYJCS CIHHOI poray-60pojay, BulJIe3 H3 CYyXHX JHCTH-
KOB € H CepIUTO NMOCTaBHJ NPOTHB HEro BCE MTOJKH, yAapHJIa XBOCTOM-
JeprayeMm Geska M LieJkHyJa 3y6amu Juca.

Craso XYyTKO MaJb4yHKy U nobexax OH mpoub U3 Jeca. [oaro, BoJaro
Gexas OH, MokKa He ynaal 6e3 cua Ha gopory. CKpPBIJIOCH COJHIE Haj HHM,
noTeMHeN0 He6O, MOAYA CBEXHI BeTep W HACTYMHJ Beuep.

— Boasppamaiics gomoil! — mpokpuuasa Haj HUM HOYHAs NTHUA, —
pa3Be Te6Ge He CTpALIHO 3JeChb OTHOMY? ..

BoabHO ymapuia ero KpHJIbSAMM JeTyuyast MBbIlIb, H MaJb4YHK B CTpaxe
no6exan pomoil. 3a6blI OH yXe NPO BOJUIEOHBLIM 30HTHK C KapTHHKaMH,
Npo Bellyi0 NTHLY U ee mepo.

Ho Bapyr Bmimano nepo M3 KypTOUKH M KaK JKHBOe 3aTpeneTalo Ha
3eMJie, 03apsis BCe CBOUM CBETOM.

U cpasy npouwen cTpax y MajabyHKa, BCOIOMHHMJI OH IPO NTHUY H ee
PaldyXXHHIH 30HTHK M NOJHSJ MEPO C 3eMJIH.

Tax npuuea oH B 6oabuioit ropoa. OH 11eJa ¢ TEMHOTrO INOJA NPAMO Ha
CBeT, KOTOpHIH yBHaen ewle u3gand. CrnepBa OH mMoAyMal, YTO 3TO 3Be3NXHl
yhajaH Ha 3eMJI0, HO KOrja OH mojouen 6Jauxe, TO YBHAEM, UTO 3TO KPyr-
Jble CTeKAsHHble (OHAapH, KOTOPHIX He MOXET NOTYILIHTb BeTep.

OcTaHOBMJICSI MAJBbYHK, NOPAXKEHHBIA CyeTONH H IIyMOM, H NOAYMaJ PO
ce6a: — He 3gecb-nu XHBeT MOSA NTHHA? ..

U B oTBeT Ha ero MBICAH, BCILIXHYJAH SIPKHM CBETOM TeMHHE OKHa
JXOMOB H OCBETHJIHCh HAapSIHbIE BUTPUHEL

— D10 ee AoM!.. — C BOCTOProM nojaymast MajJbYHK H OCTAHOBHJICHA
BO3Jle¢ OKHA C BKYCHBIMH OYJOUKAMH H CJIaAKHMH IHDPOXKKaMH.

— Kakue BxkycHHe GyJOYKH ... — MOAYMaJ OH H HPOTHAHYJA DYKY K
crekny. Ho HeOXHMIAaHHO OTKpHIIAch ABepb UYXECHOTO AOMa U H3 Hee BHI-
CYHyJCS TOJCTHIH ueJoBex..
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— ¥Yxoau npoub!..—rpy60 3akpuuaa oH, — yxoau!..— U on Goab-
HO YAapHJ MajbuHKa IO pyKe.

H Bapyr sacBepkaso nepo B pyKe MajJbuyHKa H OCJHENHJO IJasa TOJ-
CTOMY 4eJOBEKY.

— 51 BuXKy y Te6si KpacHBOE Nmepo, — CKa3ad OH, CMAr4yascb, — Jaf ero
MHe, 3a Hero 1 gaM Te6e BKYCHYIO OyJOUKY.

H OH npoTsHya MaJbYHKY GYJOYKY, NOCHIIAHHYI0O MHHIAAJEM H CaXxapoM.
Ho He co6aasuunics mManpuMK BKycHOM Oynoukofl. He co6aasumics oH H
TemIoi KypTOUKONX H HOBHIMH OauiMauykamH ... BHIpBaJCfi OH H3 pyK ueso-
Beka H nobexau. ..

— JlepxwuTte Bopal.. — 3aKpHYaJ TOTAa TOJCTHI ueJOBeK H MOTHAJICH
3a MaJbYHKOM.

— Jlepxure Bopal.. — KpHYaJdH BCJAEH 34 YEJOBEKOM JIOAH H Gexanau
32 MaJIbYHKOM.

— Jepxure Bopal.. — KPHYaJIH CTpPAlUHHE roJoca.

Ho pasBe mor y6exaTb MaJIeHbKHH MaJbYHK OT 3JOPOBHIX Jiofefl,
Kotophie Gexanu OnicTpee ero? Cepaue kpuuyano emy: — Bern, Geru!..

OHO roToBO 6BIJIO BHICKOUMTh M3 I'DYAH, HO ero cjiabnle HOTH najalH OT
YCTaJOCTH H He MOIJH 6exaTh.

CBanuicsl MaJbUHK Ha MOCTOBYIO BO3Je (pOHapsi H, KaK 3aTpaBJeHHHA
3BepeK, BeCb JApOXaJa OT crpaxa. JIloAu ¢ KPHKOM H YJIONIOKaHbEM IOXK-
Gexanu K HeMy. Ho ero riasa HHKOro yxe He BHAGJIH H CO CTPAaXOM HCKaJIH
TOJBKO TOJICTOI'O ueJOBeKa.

OH npubexan nocaegHuM. Ero ToJCTHe HOTH eABa BOJOKJIH €ro Tsxe-
Joe, 60JblIOe TeaO0. 3aabiXasChb, OH KpHUYAI:

— JlparouenHoe nepo! OH ykpaa y mMeHs ero... Bce B aparoueHsHnx
KaMHAX, YTO TaK ropsr!..

— Henpaspa! — ropsiuo KpHKHYJ MaJb4yHK. — § HHUero He kpasa, mepo
moe! .. CJe3nl TEKJH y HErO IO LieKaM, JHLO ero ropejo oT o6HAH U rops,
HO €My HHKTO He BEpHJ.

— Manenbku# aryu! .. BopHiikal.. — KpHYaJH JAIOAH H OHH COPBAJH
C €ro IJIey CTapeHbKYI0 KYyPTOUKY.

Ero xyaeHbkHe PYKH KPENKO Jepxkalu nepo, 06LIKHOBEHHOE Nepo Jec-
HOM nTHUH yaoma. OHO OGHJIO Bce MOKpOe OT CJe3 H Ha HeM He OHhIIo
HHKAKHX JparoueHHbLIX KaMeHbeB.

— Xa-xa-xa! .. — CMeSIHCh JIOAH, — 3TO-TO AParoueHHoe nepo?

— Xa-xa-xal..-— CMYILEHHO CMeslJICS M TOJICTHIA YeJOBEK M Tep CBOH
rJ1asa, HUYero He NMOHHUMaS.

BcTaa MaJab4yHK Ha HOTH H moueg. HHKTO He BHaed, KaK OH lIeJx AOPO-
rolf, BeCb COrHyBLIHCh OT XOJOAHOTO BeTpa M JAoxAA. Boxa Tak M Jauaach
no ero 6eJOKYpHIM, BCKIOKOUEHHKIM BOJOCAaM, MajeHbkHe GallMayKH XJO-
najd¥d nopBaHHBIMH mnogowBamH. OH Becb JApOXaX OT XOJ0Aa H LUeX
MEIJIEHHO H yCTaxo.

H noscTpeuasach eMy TOrjha BOPOHA H NeyajbHO KapKHyJa:
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— A mHe niaoxo Tyt!..

M nosctpeuvancss eMy TpycauBBHI 3affuHK M IPYCTHO CKasand:

— Mmue X0J0QHO M CTpalHO TYT!..

U nuckHyaa eMy cepast MbIllIb M CIeNON KPOT:

— Ham xoa08HO0 H niaoxo 3zech!..

OcTaHOBHJICSI MaJbUHMK H He 3HAJ yXe, Kyfa MATH Aaiablie. 3aaya co
BCeH CHJIONH Ha Hero OCeHHHH BeTep H 3a6pocald ero XKEJATHIMH JHCTbSMH.
3aMHrajgH HaJ HHM MOKpHIE CHEXHHKH H OGJENHJH ero ¢ HOT A0 TOJOBHI.

— 51 He Mory yXe HATH JaJblle... IPOCTOHAJA OH H ynal Ha XOJOJI-
HYIO 3eMJIIO.

— Hnu, uau gomoii!.. — TpPeBOXKHO 3allyMmenau Haj HUM Gepe3H H
Jaunsl: — TH 3amep3Helb 3xech. . .

— K10 myMHuT Tak neyaabHO? — CNPOCHI MaJbYHK.

— OTO MBI, — CKa3ajlu eMy JAepeBbsl.

— KTto nuayer Tak roppko? — CIPOCHJ OH.

— 3TO MHI, — OTBETHJIH €My TY4YH.

— Kro Tak xano6HO 3BeHHT B 3acoxuiefi Tpase?

— 370 §, — CKa3aJ eMy OCeHHHI Berep.

U sakpyxuaach Hax MajabyHKOM Gejas MeTeaHlIa. 3aBHI, 3aryaea
BeTep, 3aMeTaJHCh U3 CTOPOHH B CTOPOHY JiepeBbsi H BeChb JieC 3aCTOHAJ H
sackpunex ot 6ypu. [lpuierena Toraa crpalmiHas NTHLA H HH3KO CKJO-
HHJIACh Haj HHUM.

— Tu npHwea yxe, — CKasaja OHa MaJbuyHKy, — Tebe He cTpaiueH
6Goablle HH XOJOX, HH JOXJb, HH CHexHasd Bblora. CMOTpH, Teneppb i mo-
Kaxy Te6e MOH KapTHHKH.

U ona packphuia Hag HUM CBO# BoaweGHHIA 30HTHK. Kak uymecno Bce
H3MEHHJIOCh BAPYr! 3aTHxJaa MeTeauua.

— DBum-6ym! Bum-6ym!.. — 3aurpajna rae-to My3HKa.
— Jl1o-aH-M10-1H! . . — TNOANEBaX THXO BeTep.
— JI3uHBb-AOH, A3UHBL-AOH!.. — 3a3BeHENH HEXHO Ha JepeBbAX Jexs-

HBEle COCYJbKH.

U comm ¢ He6a 3Be3mouku. INadd! — BCNBIXHYAH OHM 3eJEHHMH
OrOHbKaMH.

— TMadd, nadd!.. — U onu 3axran Ha demiae 6esable CHEXXHHKH.

Pacusesu cuHHe, pO30BhIe, KpaCHble LBETH. MaKH H KOJOKOJbYHKH
3aKHBaJH NPHBETIHBO MaJbYHKYy TrOJOBKaMH.

— Twol NpHIIET YXKe, MBI aBHO XJaeM Te6s! . . — XOpOM 3amneau OHH eMy.

— O-0!.. — npourentan ¢ BOCTOProM MajJbuHK, — KaK XOpOIIO MHeE
31€eCh.

— Bum-6ym, 6uM-6ym!.. — urpaia My3HKa.

— Jlo-am, aro-au!.. — mex BeTep.

— 3710 2 BBIDOCTHJIA OJNSA Te6s1 1{BEeTHl, — CKa3aJja OJHA 3Be3ZOuYKa. —
Unu xo mMue. Ona Gnuta KpaCHBee BCeEX. Ha ee 30x0THIX BOJOCax ropena
KOpOHAa, OHA JMaCKOBO yJIbl6aJ[aCb MaJb4yHKY.
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— 1 noxaxy Te6e BoaLIeGHYIO Kapyceib, — CKasajla OHa, — IAe KpY-
JATCA MOH CECTpHI.

O, urto 310 6HlIa 3a Kapyceab! Tam co6paauch CO BCeX CTOPOH HeGa
pa3HOO6Gpa3HHIMH THPJSHIAAMH KPacaBHILI-3BE3JOYKH H KPYXHMJIHCh, IO-
BHCHYB Ha 30JIOTHIX JyuaXx.

Bce 6ricTpee M GHICTpPEE KPYXHJIACh Kapycedb. ..

— Bum-6yM, 6uM-6ym!.. — Hrpasa Mya3hIKa.

-— INag @, nadd! .. — pa3priBaauch B He6e sipKHE OTHH H CHITAJHCh HA
3€MJII0 30JI0TBIM JOXJAEM.

-— §1 uny K BaM... — mpoulenTtal MalbyHK H OouHyJcs. U cpasy Bce

ucueano. [lepecrana urpaTb My3blka H TPEBOXHO 3aKpHYal IAe-TO Cpeau
BETOK YepHLIA BOPOH:

— ¥xoau orciona, yxonu! Twl 3amepaHellb 31eCh.

3amymenu neyaJbHO Hajx HUM Gepe3a M JHMa:

— bBern, Geru ckopee gomoft!..

Kak xomoaHo u crpamnHo 60 B TeMHOM Jjecy. DBeamnlft cHer rycro
YKPHIBaJ ONaBlIHe JHCTbS, O06GJefeHe ble BETKH Ha JepeBbfiX CTY4adH, KaK
KOCTH OxHa 00 OnHY.

— He 6oi#tcsi, — npo3Byuyaa Hax MaJbYMKOM 3HAKOMHIA roOJIOC MTHIH.
— He 6oiics, a1 cnpsiuy Te6s1 oA CBON 30HTHK.

M oHa cHOBa packphlia Haj HHM BOJIIEGHBLIA 30HTHK.

Kako#t ynuBuTe bHBIN can Tenepb NMOSIBHICA Nepen INIa3aMH MajbuHKa.
OH Becb 6L M3 JEASHBHIX Y30POB H JAPOXKAJA B BOJMLIEGHOM CHSIHHH.

— JI3uHb!.. — BHIPOCTAJH MIHOBEHHO BLICOKHE NAaJbMHL

— Jxucc! .. — pacuBeTaJd KaKTyChl paLyKHBIMH 1BETAMH.

JleasiHoe KpYXeBO CO BCeX CTOPOH OKPYXKaJlo MaJb4YHKa, TOHKHE HTOJKH
NMPOTATHBAMHCh K HeMy M kojaoau. Ho emy He 6bl10 GOJBHO.

H, ka3anoch, TeNJbli BeTePOK HEXHO BeSi1 HA HETO, ¥ JOMAJIHCh HIOMKH
H JelsiHble LBEThl, H TOHKHMH KPHCTaJJdaMH OHH CHIMAJHCh HAa 3eMJI0 H
CHOBa POCJH.

— Bum-6ymM, 6uM-6yMm!.. — urpasa rae-To Mysnlka, 3aTHxas.

M Bce HHXe OMyCKaJCs Haj MaJdbUMKOM 30HTHK CTPALIHOA NTHUH, H
Bce 6bicTpee M GLICTpPee CMEHSJIHCh Hal HUM BOJIIeOHBIE KapTHHKH.

A Ha yTpo JIOAHM HaULTH B Jecy noJjy3amep3uiero Maibuynka. OH GHUI
elle JXHUB, €ro 3acThIBIIHE PYKH KPENKO CXHMAJH Nepo JeCHOR NTHILH,
ynonxa.

ToBOpAT, UTO 3TO Mepo Bellefl NMTHLH, UTO eCTh Takoe nosepbe, 6yATO
CBOHMM XaJO6GHBIM KPHKOM, — XYHO-TyT, — OHa Belaet Geny H rope.
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JOEMEPHK]DbI

OHO CKpoeTcsl H Ha HeGe OCTaHeTCA MOCJHeNHAA PO30Bas IOJOCKA,
cyMepkH 6eClUyMHO NMOAKPAAYTC B CBOHMX MATKHX YyJKax H He-
3aMEeTHO CO BCEX CTODOH OKDYXaT 3eMJIIO.

Y HHX OuYeHb MHOro jgena. ViM HyXXHO NOTYLIHTb Ha HeGe pPO30OBYIO
MOJIOCKY, HO TaK, YTOOLl 3TOrO0 HUKTO He BHIEJ, NOAHATh TYMaH C 3eMJIH,
yTOO6Hl Cpa3y NMaxHyTh Ha BCeX CHIPHIM XOJOIKOM, pa3OyZHUTb KaXABIH HOU-
HOM IBETOK H OTKPHITH €ro yauieyky, YTOObl HaCLITHTbL apOMaTOM BO3IYX,
o6pHI3ratb pocol TpaBy, PacTOPMOLUHTb HOYHHIX INTHL H HACEKOMBLIX H,
HaKOHell, THXO YepPKHYTb IPOMagHON cnuyko#t no He6y, uTOGLI NMOPA3HTH
BCEX HEOXHIAHHON 3apHHIEH.

A nocJxe, Korja CTaHeT TaK THXO B BO3JyXe, UTO BCeM MOKaXeTcCs, Kak-
6yATO BeTep HaBCerja OCTaBHJ 3eMJIO, BAPYr 6acoM 3aryIdT XXyKH-HaBO3-
HHKH, XYKH-OJICHH, XKYXEJIHIB H NOJeTAT HOuHhe 6a604YKH B CBOHX Tel-
JIBIX LIEPCTAHBIX MIJIaTbH1AX, — B 9TO BpeMs HaJ BOXOH MOABHTCA MaJIeHbKOE
BO3AYLIHOE HaceKoMoe.

STO HeXHOe, Jerkoe U HeJOJAroBeyHoe cyuectBo. OHO JKHMBET TOJBKO
HIeHb, Jaxe MeHbllie JHs, — BCEro HeCKOJbKO 4acoOB M, 3a ero KpaTKoBpe-
MeHHOe, CKOPOINpexXoAsllee CylIeCTBOBaHHE, ero npo3Baan DdeMepHROI.

ddemepuna pacnpaBusa CBOH JerKHe NMpo3payHbleé KPBHIALIIIKH H ONMy-
CTHJIach Ha GeJble JIeNECTKH BOASHOIO JIOTHKA.

Ha BeHumke moTHKa cupena HouHasa 6abouyka M NUAA CHAAKHHA COK.
Sdemepnna He MOrJa NMOHATH, MOUeMy BCeM OBIIO AEJO A0 3TOrO LBETKA
M, YTO B HEM HCKaJIH 6GaGOUKH H XKYKH. ..

Ba6ouka HeZOBOJbHO 3akphuia OT DdeMepHAR BEHYHK uBeTKa 6ap-
XaTHBIMH KPBUIbSIMH CEpOro IlBeTa U CepAMTO CKa3aja:

— IMoaymaeuwb, THXOHSI, — BBHINHJA BeCb MeX M TNPHUTBODPSETCSH, YTO
HHUYEro He NMOHHMaeT!

Ho 6a6Gouka HanpacHo cepaunach Ha d¢demepuny. OHa H He AyMmana
nuth Mex. Ecau-6GBl OHa Aaxke M XOTeJMa BHIMHTb CJAaAKHH COK H3 LBETKa,
OHa He cMoryia GHI 3TOro ciaenaTh, TaK Kak y Hee He Obl1o pra. Bexp ee
JKH3Hb GHlIa CAHIIKOM KOPOTKA, H MO3TOMY OHAa He HyXJajachb HH B ITHILE,
HH B NIUTheE.

ddemepuna He ycrnena mepeseTeTb Ha APYroi LBETOK, KaK Hax Hel ¢

H Y2XKHO TOJIBKO nomoxpmaTh, YTOOH CKpPHIIOCH COJHIE, a KOraa
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yMOM npoHecaach 6a6ouka-cymepeunnuna. Y Hee GBIIM COpPsilLHE YyHec-
Hble raasa. Ha opHy cekynay oHa pasBepHyJa JJIHHHBIH XO60TOK H, CMaXHYB
HM CIaAKHf COK C 1BeTKa, NOoKasala ddemepHae Tpenellyliee MOXHATOE
nJiaThbe, NOKPHITOE TOHYaHuIeHd 1epCThIO.

Ho ddemepuna He ycnmesa paccmMoTpeTh ee maathe. CymepeyHHua
CBepHyJa JJHHHBIA X060TOK M HCYe3ja B HaJBHramoliefdcs TeMHOTE.

ddemepuny ucnyraa xyk-niaaByHell, OH BHJIE3 H3 BOAHLI HEJANEeKO OT
Hee, BeCb TE€MHO-3€JMeHHH H GJeCTAIUHH, CO CBETJONH NMOJOCKOH IO KpaaM
TPYAHOTO ILHUTKA.

ddemepuna oTwATHYIACh OT XYKa M HCMYraHHO MPHIKAAAach K LBETKY.
XKyk Tsaxeno mpoJerea Hax Heil, IPOBETPHBAsA CHJAbHBLIE KDHUJIbS.

3T0 6hI1 60JBLION KYK-XHIIHMK, H ero He JIOOHJIH H GOSIIHCH BCe
JHYMHKH M Jaxe MeJKHe PhIOKH.

OxnHako, CKOJIbKO KeJalolHUX MOBECENUThCA MOSIBUAOCH YXKe M3 BOAHI!

2Kyku-BepTAuKH, BeceJble CIIOPTCMEHHl, H JaXe BOJAOMEPKH, BeCb NEeHb
nJsicaBlIMe Ha BOASIHOM MNapKeTe, Tenepb PACKPHIAH KPHUJIbS H IOJETeNH
HaJx BOJOM.

Hakonen-to npu6bIIH riaaBHble rocTH — Ddemepuanl! OHH TOABKO-
4yTo cO6pOCHIH ¢ ce6s OXexAy BOASHBIX JHUMHOK U BBLIE3JH H3 BOXHL.

ddemepnna pagoCTHO NMOHECHACh 32 HUMH.

KpacaBuua Porosa, B Ts:keqoM 6apxaTHOM IJaTbe, 3aBHCTJIHBO CMOT-
peaa eif Bcaes: — Kak XKajb, YTO OHA He MOIJVIAa NMPHHATH ydyacTHe B obiem
Beceabu! .. Ho y Hee He GHIJIO HU KPHIJbEB, HH HOT, @ KOPHH TaK KpPenKoO NpH-
BfI3aJIH ee K 3eMJe, YTO Heyero 6HIJIO M AyMaTh el CABHHYTbCS C MecTa.

To-xe GLLIO M C BOASHBIMH JIOTHKaMH, H C 6eJLIMH KYBLUIMHKAMHU H C
TpOCTHHKOM. OH OLII BHIIE BCEX M O YEeM-TO TPYCTHO ILENTaJCH CaM
¢ co6on.

Onmna 3a apyro#i BcnmbixHyau Ha HeGe 3Be3anl. Hax Bojpoft rpomko
3arygmea Xyk-miaaByHen. C XapoM 3amenH JIATYLIKH-apTHCTHI.

Tenepb ye NMOHECAUCHh HE TOJbKO OAHH DdeMepHABl, HO H CTPEKO3H-
JMIOTKH B TEMHO-CHHHX KOCTIOMax H KOMapbl U IJIyNIble BepTYLIKH-MOLIKH.
DdeMepuaa onycTuiaach Ha TPOCTHHK. Eil He06XOTUMO OBINIO MEpesOXHYTh.
OHa packpblia Mpo3payuHble KPLIIBIIIKH M, BHITSIHYB rHOKOe Tenblie C TpeMs
JUIHHHBIMH ILeTHHKaMH Ha KOHIle 6pIoliKa, CMOTpeJa Ha BCeX CBETALIMMHCH
GOJIbLIIMMH IJIa3aMH.

CKOJIbKO 3aBHCTJIHBLIX IJla3 YCTPEMHJIOCH Ha Hee!

Poroaa BLITSHyJach Hajx HeM, uToOBI Jyulle paccMoTperh ee. Uro B
Helt kpacuBoro? BoasiHble JIOTHMKH NMOAHSMH BBepX Gelble I'OJOBKH.

ToAbKO OJMH TPOCTHHK CTporo mymest. HHKTO He moHHMaeT, 1O uero
ddemepuna kpacusa!

Ho 3demepune nekoraa 6ulI0 A0AT0 OTABIXaTh. Benab ee xu3Hb Onlna
CAMILKOM KOPOTKAa H NPOAOJKAJACh BCErO0 OJHUH TOJbKO Beuep.

Ona BcTperusaach ¢ apyroit ddemepunoit. Takas xke Jerkas u npo-
3payHasi, OHa JeTeJa HaJ BoxoM mpsiMo Kk Hefl. Ho y Hee 6HIM rpoMagHhie
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raaza. OHM CBeTHJHMCb B TEMHOTe H MaHHJIH K cebe Ddemepuny. ddeme-
PHUABLI 3aKPYXKHJHCb BMECTE M NOJETeJH Haj BOJOMH.

JlyHa 6pocuia UM NoJ HOTH KPYXKeBHYI0 JOpOxkKy. OHa TaHHCTBEHHO
y6erana B TeMHyIO0 yauly Jeca. 3Jechb NnpsATalach IAe-TO JeCHas repaHb H
HOuHas ¢uanka. V3 ray6uUHBI HA HUX MaXHYJAO CHIPBIM XOJOAKOM H HNPOLIJIO-
TFOIHUMH JHUCTHAMH.

Tpenewmyuiue u Jerkue, a¢eMepuabl BjaeTeaH B yauy. M Bapyr, TemHas
TeHb HAJBHHYJAaChb Ha HHX H 3aKpblla KPYXEBHYI0 AOPOKKY. CTpaluHBIH
Bpar — JieTy4asi Mblllib, 3/I0l HEeTONLIPh, JeTeJX NMPSMO Ha HHUX.

Ho ademepuabl G6LICTPO CBEepHYJH B CTOPOHY H CKPBUIMCh Cpeiu
JUCTbEB OpEeLIHHKA.

Ueil 3TO ZOMHK TaK NMPHUBETIHBO CBETHTCS NOJ CYXHM JHCTKOM H KTO
B HEM XHUBeT? .. D(peMepHAbl BOUNIH B JOMHK. 31ecb XHJ cBeTasuek. OH
OCBell[aJ CBOH AOMHK 3ejeHbIM (POHapHKOM, CIPSITAHHBIM Yy HEro Ha KOH-
yuke Gprolika.

SdeMepuabl ONMYCTHAHCh Ha IUIIOLIEBHIN JHBAaHYHK M3 3€JEHOTO Mxa.
CBeTiifiueK HaBeJ Ha HHUX (OHApHK H OCBETHJ HX:

— 3xech ecTb HeJaJeKO MycTasi paKyllka, — CKa3aJ OH, — TaM MOXHO
6b1710-6b XOPOLIO MOCETHTHCS.

Ho acdemepnnam He HyxeH GblI JOMHK, Y HUX He OBLIO BpeMeHH ycTpa-
uBaTh ceGe rHe3go. MM HyXHO OBLIO TOPONHMTBLCA H TOPOIHUTHCH, UTOOBI
ycneTb 6pOCHUTb CBOH SIHUKH B BOJY U OCTaBHTb TaM nocJe ce6s1 NOTOMCTBO.
U oHHM NoOHecauCh K BOJE.

KpacaBuna-Porosa 3aBHCTIHBO mnpouymesna rae-to BHu3dy. Crapas
JATYIIKAa B 3eJeHOM KJeeHUaTOM IJallle KBakHyJa BCEM:

— Heuero um 3aBHI0BaTb, OHH H MOHATHSA HE HMEIOT, UTO TaKoe JOJ-
rasi XHu3Hb! ..

Y oHa HM3KO HAKJIOHMJIACH K CIM3HAKY-KaTylike ¥ TOJMKHY/IA ero B 6OK.

— OHu 6pocaloT yxe cBOM fiiua B Boay... PH, Kak OHHM crnewart!..

Cansnak-KaTyuka BHITSHYJ KaK MOXHO JaJblile CBOM YCHKH. Ha koHue
YCHKOB y Hero Onliu 6jau3opykue raasa. Ho o Huuero He yBumea. Hag
BOJOH yxe HayaJ NMOJHHUMATbCA TyMaH.

Opnako, kak ycranma ddemepuna! OnHa Gpocuiaa mociexHee SIUYKO B
BOJY H ONYCTHJIACh Ha TPOCTHHUK. JIarywku 3atuxian. Kyma-tTo mcues xyk-
naaByHeu. ITonpsiTaJuch XYUKH-BEPTAYKH M BOJLOMEPKH. 3a JYHOH NpH-
exaaH yepe3 Bce He6O Gesble GapallKH M OHA YKaTHJIa B CBOeM IIyOOKOM
akunaxe. TymaH Haja BOJLOH CTAaHOBMJICS BCe rylle H TylLle.

ddeMepuaa ciaerka NpUMNOAHANIACh H, PACKPHIB KPBIIBIIIKH, XOTeJa ellle
pas mnoJereTb, HO BAPYr OMyCTHJIACh HA TPOCTHHK M YCTaJO 3aMepJa.

Ee u3Hb KOHuUMJacb. Beap OHa coBepllHJa BCe M eH He3aueM ObLIO
6oJbllie JeTeTh.
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MbIWNHBIA PAR

AeTO. A KTO BHZEN, KaK OHH YXOAUIH? .. — HHKTO, KpOMe MajeHb-

Kot MbllkH. OHa NMPOCHYJach OXHAXIbl HOYBIO W yCJBIUIaJda CTPaH-
HeIH wyMm. To, uTo oHa yBHZena, GBHLIO MEHCTBHTENBHO HEUTO HEOGBLIKHO-
BEHHOE, BhIXOJslee U3 psga BOH. OHa BHICYHYJa CBOil OCTPEHbKHII HOC H3
HODHI M BCA 3aMepsia OT JIOOONBITCTBA.

ITo crapoit popore, uTo uULIa B ropoa, U MO KOTOPOH OHAa TaK 4acTo
BHZeJA TAHYIHeCs] 6eCKOHeYHble 0603bl C MELUKAMH, TeNeph LIIH, B3IBIIHCh
3a PYKH H CTapasicb KaK MOXHO MeHblle LIyMeTb, JETHHE IHH.

Ho, Boxe, xakoii TpycauBLIit H MOTEepTHII UMeaH OHH BHA!.. Temanle
NJaTKH BHCEJH HAa UX JOJroBsA3bIX (Hrypax, rpoMagHble 30HTHKH U KaJOIIH
TOPYAJH y KaXJAOTO H3 MOJX PYKH.

Bce 3T0 6BIIO TaK CMELIHO, YTO MajdeHbKas MBIb He BBHIAEPKaTa H
rpoMko paccmesiiacb. OHa BhIJe3sla U3 CBoeit HOpkH KM 6e3 cTpaxa mobe-
JKaja Mo Mmoo, YToOHl Jyylle pacCMOTpPeTh X BOJH3H, HO, KAKOBO GLIIO ee
yAMBJIeHHe, KOTAA OHa y)Ke HHUEro He yBHJIeJNa Ha JOpore.

Houb 6blTa TeMHast M HECKOJIBKO KaleJb JOXAA yNajo Ha ee Cepylo
my6ky. Eii cTano xonomHO M CTpallHO, H OHA Mocnelwuaa goMod. Jloma
OHa enle pa3 o6epHyJach U NMOCMOTpENa HAa AOPOTY, HO H OTCIOJa OHA HH-
Yero yxe He yBHIeJA.

MoxeT-6BITh, KTO 3HaeT, BCe 3TO e NMokasanoch co cHa. Ho Temniable
JHH B 3Ty HOYb BCe-TaKH YULIH, B 3TOM yxe He ObLIO HHKAKOTrO COMHEHHS.

Ha ytpo momren moxap, 3aluyMenan AepeBbsi H no6Gexann B NMeperoHky
OIHa 3a Zpyro#l Tyud. MaseHbKasi MbIlIb OrOpUEHHO MOCMOTpeEJa Ha IMoJe,
TOHIOXaMa XOJOAHHBIH BO3AyX M MmoJjae3sa o6paTHO B HOPY.

C 3aToro JaHs XH3Hb IJs MBIllIeH CTAHOBHJACh BCe TpyAHee U TPYIHee.
Bce HamexAbl Ha 3epHO B NOJIe PYXHYJH OKOHYaTeabHO. KoHeuHo, B 3TOM
HHKTO He OBLI BHHOBaTh, KPOMe IITHI, NepeJeTeBUINX H3 IyCTOro Jeca B
noxe. Ho OT 3TOro HUKOMY He CTaHOBMJIOCH Jierue.

MaseHbKasi MBIIIb TO-HECKOJBbKO pa3 B JeHb Geraia K cocefike H BCAKHIM
pa3 Bo3Bpallanach HH ¢ ueM. Uto moxeT OGBITb HenpusiTHee CKYMNHIX, CBap-
JHUBHIX 0c0G!.. OHHM cHOAT B cBoefl HOpe, 60ACh ABHHYTHCS C MECTa, TOYHO
TOPTOBKH Ha PYHAYKE, H HUKOTO HEe MOANYyCKaloT GIH3KO K cBOeMy AO6py.

Maaenbkasi MBILb Aana ce6e c0BO GOJbllle HHKOTAA He XORMTb K HEH,

TAK U TTPOILLIJIM Tenable nHH, Heyero yxe GbLIO HaJesATHCA HA HOBOE
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Ho KT0 BOJIeH B cBOMX clI0Bax? Beuepom OHa CHOBa 1A K Hefl H YHH)XEHHO
NpoCHaa JaTh 4ero-HHOyAb noecTb. YikacHoe Bpemsa!..Jlaxe TOJCTHMA
HSNIOIIKA NMOXyAead H BCe yalle M yaule NPOCHJI MaJEHbKYI0 MHILIb Yero-
HHOYAb pa3goOLITh.

¥ KaxJaoro ectb CBOH c1a60CTH. Manenbkas MbIllb FOTOBa OBIIA TOJO-
JaTb CaMa, TOJbKO Obl He BHAETb CTpajaHHi cBOMX 6au3kux. Ho xuth Tax
Janbliie He GBIIO yXKe HUKAKOH BO3MOXHOCTH, H HyXXHEI OBIJIM pPeLIHTeIbHLIe
Mepbl, YTOOH He yMepeTb C I'OJIOAY.

Jen ManeHbKOH MLILIKM M elle HECKOJbKO ONBITHHIX MHILIER YCTPOHJAH
COBelllaHHe, H B NOJHOYb, KOrZa B cejie NMPOMNEJH NEeTYyXH, B HOPY CTaaH
co6upaTbCcsl CTapble MBIIUHHHE AeATead. [0 yero TeCHO M TeImIO CTalo
B Hopel..

MaieHbkasi MBIl NPHIKANAch B CaMblif JaJbHUH yroa H, gepxa B 3y6ax
KyCOYeK THHJIOro JepeBa, CBeTHJA BceMy cobpanmio. [lepBhiii cka3ax cBoe
CIOBO CTaphIi Jex:

[Toutennnle mein!.. Ham nopa o6paTHTb BHHMaHHE He TOJBKO Ha
Hale o6uiee HeCYacTbe — IOCTHTIUHA HAac roJof — HO TaKXke H Ha Hauy,
XOpOLIO BCEM BaM 3HAKOMYIO COCEAKYy, KOTOpas He TOJbKO He roJojaer,
HO, KaK HH B ueM He GLIBalo, B Takoe TsKeJOe BpeMsl NMPEeKpacHO pasno-
O6niBaeT cebe M cBOel ceMbe NMUILY M XKHBeT, MPUMeBaloun ... YTo Bce 3TO
SHAYHUT?

Henx npoTep Jankoil riasa H o6Bes Bce 0611eCTBO MHOTO3HAYHTEJIbHBIM
B3rasagoM. [lneMAHHHK COCenKH, CAy4alHO NOMAaBLIHH CIOAA, CMYILEHHO
ONMYCTHJ TOJIOBY, H A€l YCTPEMHJ Ha HEro CBOM NMPOHHUATENbHEIE I1a3a.

— Ia, BOT, KCTaTH... — CKa3aJ AeJ H yKasald BceMy COOGpaHHIO Ha
NVIeMSIHHHKA COCEIKH.
— B 10 Bpems, Korga Bce Mbl TaK TFOJOJAEM ... — INPOMHILAJT BO3MY-

IEHHO AAAIOLIKA.

[MneMsAHHUK COCEAKH MOIHSAN YMOJSIOLIE ria3a Ha MAaJeHbKYI0 MHIb,
H OHa MepeBeja CBET B CTOPOHY.

— Tocnmogal. . — rpoMKO NPOKPHUYaJia OHA, TaK KaK MOIHSJICA yXKaCHBIN
LIYM, — OH He BHHOBAT, OH CaM rOJOJEH TaK XKe, KaK U MHI . ..

Muiiy ¢ J1060NBITCTBOM NTOCMOTPENH Ha Hee, H OHa CMYIIEHHO 3a-
Moauana. OH, JeficTBUTENbHO, OBIT 31eCh HH NPH YeM H, B CKOpDOM BpeMEHH,
€ro OCTaBHJH B NOKOe. MaieHbKasi MBILIb HECKOJIBKO pa3 BCTpedanach € ero
ropsitliuMu 6J1aroJapHOCTbIO IIa3aMH M B3JparuBajiia OT BOJHEHHS.

Co6paHHe 3aTAHYJIOCh JAJEKO 3a MOJHOYb, U MOCJAEIHEro CJIOBa, NPH-
HaJJieXxaBlIero AsAIOLIKe, MajieHbKash MBILIb yKe He cabliuana. M3auemoras
OT YCTaJOCTH H roJoja, OHa KPemKko yCHyJa.

Bhura yxe ray6okas HOYb, KOTa OHa NMPOCHyJaach. Bce co6panune naBHO
pasouutocb. Eff npHUCHMJICS yIHUBHTEJNbHBIA COH, Kak-6yATO caMa KOpOJeBa
MBILLIEN MMOCETHNA ee HOPY, a JBa ee ChlHA, MOJIOJblE KOPOJEBUYH, BTALHIH
K Hell B HOpY LleJblif MeLIOK cafia, M OHa TaK MHOrO eja BO CHe, YTO Cpasy
NnouyyBCTBOBana, 6yATO OHa CHITA YXe Ha XO6PYI0O Hexelo.
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Ho Bce 91O efi TOAbKO mMOKa3ajoCh, MOTOMY UYTO Yepe3 MHUHYTY OHa
NMOYYBCTBOBAJIa YXacCHeHIIHHA roJoa H c1aboCTb BO BCeX YeTHIpeX Jamnkax.
Kycouek rauaoro jpepeBa ocBella] ee HOPKY, H OHa YBHZAENa, YTO HHKOIO
H3 ee OAM3KHX 3Jechb yxe HeT. Cepaue ee HCNyraHHo 3a6HJIOCh H, BCA
ApOXa OT CTpaxa M X0JI0Aa, OHA BHIMOJ3/a H3 HOPKH H no6exala Mo mnoJio.

Ha gBope, kak u Bce 3TH HOUH, 11eJ JOXKAb, H BOKPYT Hee HHYEro HeJab3sl
6ui10 paso6patbe. Ho, BAPYr, Iyl H NMHCK MBILIHHBIX I'OJOCOB NPHBIEK €€
BHHMaHHe, H OHa no6exajsa B CTOPOHY KMJIHINA COCEAKH.

34ecb TBOPHJIOCH HeUTO HeBOOOGpa3uMmoe, Hemoamalouleecss ONMCAHHIO.
Boraras Hopka coceaku GHJa [0 OCHOBaHHSI pasopeHa, a Bce 3amacH CKYy-
NnOM MHIIHK GBHIIH ChedeHH.

Manenbkass MHIUbL yBHAeNAa cBoero asmowky. OH BepTeiaca BO3ae
COCeAKH M rpomMue BCeX KPH4YaJ CBOHM NPOH3HTEJIbHEIM IOJOCOM:

— Bcex Benu, Bcex Hac Befu! . . — yCAnILIaNa MaJleHbKas MHIIb H HCIY-
raHHO CXBaTHJach 3a cepaue. HecMoTps Ha Bce YHH)XEHHs], NepexHUTHe OT
COCEJKH, MHILIKEe CTaJO OYeHb XKajb €e, KOrjJa OHa YBHAeNA ee BCKIOKOYEH-
HyI0 WyO6Ky, NOMSTHle OKPOBaBJEHHbIE YIUIH H TNOJHbIE CJae3 IJa3a.

— Ax, ax! — cToHaJa coceika, — sl He 3Hal0, Yero BH OT MEHA XOTHTe,
sl He 3Ha0...

Ho oHa npocTo XHTpHIa H NPUTBOPSAAACH, MOTOMY-4YTO, KOrAa MOJOAME
A CTaphle MBILIUH OGCTYNMH/H €e CO BCeX CTOPOH TeCHHIM KOJblLIOM, OHa, o6Gec-
CHJIEHHasl U BhIBeJleHHast U3 ce6s, KPHKHYJa MM He CBOHM 'OJOCOM:

— Hy, uaute, nuaute!.. s1 MOKaxy BaM... TOJbKO...

Ho TyT oHa yxe He BhiAepxkaNa H rOpbKO 3aphiiana. MajeHbkas MHLIb
6pocHiach K Hel, TOxe BCA OGMAHBAfICh Cjl€3aMH M rops eJaHHeM NOMOYb
efl, HO ee CAaBHJIH CO BCeX CTOPOH, H OHa OCTajxach Jajeko mo3axu. OHa
yBHZEJNa COBCEM He3HAKOMBbIe JHLAa TPOMKO KPHUaBIUHX HaJ ee YXOM Mbiied,
yCJBILIaNa He3HAKOMBIe roJioca ¥ 6eCnoMOIHO 3amJiakana. Bosspauiatbes
o6paTHO OAHOH B HOPKY el OBLIO CTpPAalIHO, HATH-XKe HOUbIO BMeCcTe C
TOJNON GbIO HEMPHATHO H, He 3Has, YTO JAeJaTb, MaJeHbKas MHIUb CXBa-
THJIA NEepBOrO NOMNAaBLIEroCA MHILIEHKA 32 XBOCT H NMPHTAHYyJIA K cebe,

B TemHOTE OHa He pa3o6pana, KTO 3TO H TOJbKO, KOrjaa coBceM GJIH3KO
OKOJIO €e JIHLIA MeJbKHYJH YepHhle I1a3a, OHA Y3HaJaa NIeMsSHHHKA COCeNKH.

— 3TO BHI?.. — MNpOIUENTaja OHA, — HE YXOAUTE OT MEHsd, MHE OA-
HOMl cTpamHo...

MeuileHOK TOXe GhIT OfMH H o6pamoBancs MalleHbKOR MEILIKe He
MeHblue, yeM oHa eMy. OHH NOWIH PAAOM, UyBCTBYS ce6s B nmoJaHoft 6e30-
NacHOCTH. Bnepeau HUX rymena ToJana, HO UM He GLLIO yXe CTPaLIHO.

B TeMHOTE OHHM HOJIrO LM MO IMOJIO, B HEKOTOPHIX MeCTax Iepexons
B6pOX uepe3 JayxH BoAb. JlOXIb BCe BpeMs Najaja Ha MX INYOKH H, €CAH-
6Hl He TemJast OJ€XXKa, OHH JAaBHO-Obl 3aKOYeHeNAH OT XOJOJAA.

Ho xorza oHM NpoOLUAH yxKe BCe AJHHHOE 1noJje, COCeaKa BAPYT OCTaHO-
BHJIACh M XKaJMOOHO 3amjakaJia.

— §1 He noMHI0 goporu! — cKasana OHA, WO el HUKTO He NOBEpHJ, M
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yrpoxalouide roJjioca 3aCTaBUJIH ee MATH Jdaiablie., OHH BOULIM B JeC H
JoJaroe BpeMs 6pesH MO MOKDHIM JHCTbAM H Boje. Kasamoce, satomy myTe-
LIeCTBHIO He GYAeT KOHNA, H MdNeHbKas MHILIb, 3aNbIXaBUIKCh, ONEPJIach Ha
JIallKy CBOEro NpOBOXKATOro.

Cocenxa oCTaHOBHJACH elle pa3 BO3Je IIMPOKOH AOPOrH, H OHH YBH-
Aean 6oJblIoi Gesblit AOM, TAe XHIH JIOLH.

— Msnl npHuIIH! — npolenTaia npo ce6A COCeAKa H TSKENO B3XOX-
Hyna. — Caywaiite-xe MeHs!! — rPOMKO H CepAMTO KDHUKHYJa OHa BCEM,
HEOTCTYIHO NpeCaeAyIOlIHM ee.

Maenbkas MBILLIB BADYT YBHZAEJAA CBOEro AeAa, MaTh, OTIIA, BCEX CBOHX
POACTBEHHHKOB, H PaOCTHO noxbexana K HHUM:

— H s 3pech! — pamgoCTHO 3amuilana OHa.

Cocenka 3axyionaja B JaJOLIH, U BCE 3aMOJYaJH.

— Caywaitte e MeHs! — KpHKHyJa OHa OpOOGEBIUMM MHIIIAM, —
Ceftyac Bul NPHLLIH CIOAA TOJbKO IO MOEH MHJIOCTH, TaK MOMHHTE-XKe: eC/IH
BH OyJere LIyMeTb, €CIH BBl GyneTe Jie3Tb NMPSAMO Ha rJjas3a JIOAAM, BB
JHLINTECh BO3MOXHOCTH XOAHUTh CIOAQ, A3, KPOME TOro, Bac NMOAABAT 31eCh
M BHI NpONajeTe, Kak Iponaja B NPOLIJIOM roay cepas 6abyiuka. ..

Bcsi Toanma Mbimieft BCKOJBIXHYJAach OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH M BOJIHEHHS,
TaK KaK OO CHX IIOpP HHKTO €lle He 3Hal, Ile AeBajach cepas 6abyuuka.

ManeHbkast MHIIbL NPHXKAJAach K MaTepH U HU Ha MHHYTY He OTCTaBaJja
oT Hee. Cepale y Hee 3aMHpaJO OT PaXOCTH M CTpaxa, OHa yXe YyBCTBO-
BaJa 3amax caja, cBexero xjJe6a M APYTHX BKYCHBIX Belleii.

— Haute croma!.. — nNoOBeJHTENbHO KPHKHYJA COCEIKa, U MHIUIM Bce
Pa3soM pHHYJHCb NMOJ KphuIbLO aoMa. — He Bce cpasy!.. — cepauto 3a-
NUINaJa MHIb.

— He Bce cpasy, He Bce cpa3y! — a3apTHO 3akpuyaJa ASNIOLIKA, H

MajleHbKasi MBbIb yBHAeda ero OoOpyGJeHHBIH XBOCTHK, OBICTPO Hcue3a-
IOUIHIT B IPOrphLI3eHHOI B cTeHe AbIpke. OHa BJe3Ja moc/JexHsisl, NPONYCTHB
Briepex MaTh M jgexa. Tenanifi BO3AyX 3alleKOTaX ee HO3ADH, U OHa BCS
NMOTAHYJAach BIepeX, OLUYLIas NMOJ JanKaMH JepeBSAHHBIH MO

Boxe, 4TO 3a LIyM H BO3HIO NMOJHSJIH MBILUIH, 3aGHIB NIPEAOCTEPEKEHUS
coceakd. Tenepb HUKaKHe CHJIBI HE MOTJIH yiKe yAepXKaTb UX, OHH PHHYJIHCH
BO BCE CTOPOHHI, HIOXasl BO3JyX, TPOMKO CCOPSACb, U OTHHMasi Jpyr y apyra
nuiy. CKOJBKO BpeMEHH OHH CTpajalH OT roJoja, a CKynas coceika Tak
H He O6GMOJIBHJIACh A0 CHX NOP HHKOMY O TaKOM MBILIHHOM pae.

Ja, ato 6ul1 Hacrosiiuuiit pai!.. IlepBas KoMHaTa, KyJa OHM NONAaJH,
6ui1a ctonoBast. 'pomanHblit 6yder 6bJI MIOTHO 3aKPHIT, HO pas3Be HOJTO
MJIH e TPYAHO MM GBLIO MPOTPHI3TH B HEM IBIPKY?

Mainenbkas Mblllb 6blIA TOYHO BO CHE H, NPUMAB K KYyCOUKY XapeHOro
Msica, He OTpHIBasicb, rioTasa nuuly. Kakoe HacaaxJaeHHe HCHBLITHIBATD,
KaK TOCTENEeHHO HAIOJHAETCS TOJOAHEIN XeJdyaok u nmpoxomurt roxox! U
TOJBKO COBCEM YK€ YTOJHB CBOH roJIOX, OHa BblIe3jaa U3 Oydera H OCMO-
TpeJaach BOKpYT.
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Po30BbIfi CBeT OT HOYHOIH JAaMIIOYKH JHJICA H3 COCEAHEH KOMHATHI,
BLICOKHE CTYJbSl M XEJATHIH AUBAH CTOSIIH BO3Je cTeHKH. OHa NMHMCKHyJa OT
BocTOpra M no6exana K MblliaM. MHOTHe M3 HHX Yyxe HaeJucChb M Geraiju,
YyBCTBYf ce6sl 34eCh KakK JoMa.

Manenbkass MBIIb B3Je3Jla Ha CINHHKY AHMBaHa M KyGapeM CKaTHJach
Ha noJ. 31echb OBIJIO TaK TENJO H MATKO, YTO OHAa NpOJeaala 3TO HECKOJbKO
pa3. Psagom c Heii Geran MJIeMSIHHHK COCEAKH M TOJKald ee Jankoi. OHH
Geranu B3amyCKH BOKPYr AMBaHa, CTapascb NoiimaTb APYr Apyra 3a XBO-
CTHKH, BOKDPYT CTOJIA B CTYJbEB.

A nocae, HabpaBlIHCh XpabpOCTH, OHH 3a6€XaaH B CAMBHIO H B3JIE3JH
Ha KpoBaTbh. 34ech GLIIO elle Becesee, H OHH HauaJu GeraTb MO OAeAay H
cnsingeMy udenoBeKy. CiioBa COCeIKM NABHLIM JABHO ObIIHM 3a0HITH, H Ma-
JIeHbKasi MbIllib CTAHOBHJACh BCe CMeJjlee H CMeJee.

— 3a MHo#i! — mponuulana OHa, H OHU BABOeM B36exaldu Ha roJOBY
yeJoBeKa M 3aMyTaJHChb B TEIJBIX, MATKHX BOJOCaX.
— Ait! — 3aKkpuuyaja MCIyraHHO MalleHbkas MbIlIbL, — aif, aii!.. cna-

caiiTe MeHsl, s1 He Mory BhIGpaTbca! . .

Ho, 6bm10 yxe mosgHo. [laeMsiHHHK COCeIKM ymax Ha moJ, a Ipo-
MaJHOe TYJOBHIIE NEpPeBEePHYJOCh Ha KPOBaTH H UyTh HE Pas3faBHJIO Ma-
JIEHbKYIO MBIlIb. ["OpsiuHe majiblibl YeJOBEeKa CXBATHJIH €€ H C CHJIOI0 CXKaJH.

— Afi-ait!.. 3anuwana MajeHbkKassi MbIlIb, — ad-al, BB pasja-
BHTe MeHs!..

YesoBeK pa3xaa najbllbl H, B CBOI0 Ouepelb, CTPAIUHLIM TOJOCOM
3aKpHuaI:

— 3xech MBIIH, aii-ai!..

Ha ppyroit kpoBaTH 3alleBeJawsCd JPYrod ueJOBeK H YHPKHYJI
CIIUYKOH.

ManeHbKasi MBIlIL Hanpsrjda Bce CBOM CHJbI, paboTasi JankKaMd H CTa-
pasicb BHICBOGOIUTLCA M3 BOJOC, HO BCe ee yCHaHs Gbliu HanpacHel. OHa
MIOUYBCTBOBAJa ONSATb YbHU-TO PYKH H KTO-TO C CHJIOI0 COPOCHJ ee Ha IOJL
Ona yaapuaach rpyblo U Ha MHHYTY mnoTepsiia co3Hanue. — 1 ymuparo! ..
— INPOHECJOCh B ee ToJIoBe, HO IOCJEe OHAa CHOBAa OYHYJach M, NMOLIATHI-
Basicb, nmobexana B CTOJOBYI0. Kak CKBO3b COH, OHa CJiblluajga, KaK PHHY-
JHCh K JbIpKe BCe Cpa3dy MbIIUH, KaK MOAHAJACh TaM YXacHas NaBKa, HO
OHA €JiBa yXe CO3HaBaja, YTO NPOHUCXOXHUT BOKPYT Hee.

OHa BHJeNa, KaK FPOMAAHHIN uYeJOBeK BCTal C KPOBaTH H MolUeaT B
CTOJIOBYIO CO CBEYEl0 B PyKaxX H YyCJblIIaka IMJAKCHBBIA XKEHCKHH roJoc H3
CNaJIbHH:

— A s Te6Ge roBOpHJA, HYXHO 3aBeCTH KOIIKY, BOT BHIHUIb, Lex0€
HallleCTBHe Mbilei! . .

ManeHbkasi MbIlLIb MCIYTaHHO CIpPSiTalach 3a HOXKOH CTOMAa M MOJO-
®Jajna, TOKa 4eJOBEeK, OCTOPOXHO CTynmasi mo mnoJay, mojgouwen K O6ydery
H nocryuyaa aBepueii. IlocaeaHue MEIIIM C LIYMOM HCUe3NMH B ABIPKe, H
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YeJIOBeK, 3eBasi, TPOMKO BHIpyrajics UM Bciaeld., OH He 3aMeTHA MajeHbKOR
MHILIM, H OHAa YCJBbIIIAJa HEYTO YXKacCHOe:

— CerogHs-xe A0OCTaHy KOTa, NyCTh MOOXOTHTCA Ha Bac!..

Bnpouem, MoxeT-6HITh, KTO 3HaeT, 3TO €if MOKa3aloCh CO CTPaxy.

Manenbkasa MHIUb NMOCAEIHSAA MOKHHYJMa AoM. Ha gBope paccBerano, u
oHa moGexana momoil. OHa Gexana, egBa NepeBOAs ALIXaHHEe, BCA IOpA
JKeJaHHEeM NpeAyNpeuThb MBILIeH, paccka3aTb BCEM O CTPALUIHHIX CJIOBax
yeJoBeKa.

HenaBectHO, ycnena-iMd OHa paccKa3aTh, TOJBKO B JOMe YeJaOBeka B
TOT-Xe MHeHb NOABHJICA mnecTpelii KoT. OH JIEHHBO IOTSATHBAJICS, JO-
JHJCA Ha NyXOBBHIe MOAYIIKH M MEYTATENbHO INYPHJA 3eJeHHE AbSBOJb-
CKHe rjasa.
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CNIOHABKRA

IMycte ce6e myMaloT, YTO 3TO KyKyLIKHHA CJAIOHKA KauyaeTcs, TeM
Jyuynle, HJIM Ke, YTO STO KTO-TO HApOYHO HACJIOHHJ HA TpPaBy
H LBETHL.

A Ha caMOM Jesie STO COBCEM M He KYKYIIKHHA CJIIOHKA, a NOMHK, Aa
Kakof CMeIUHOMH, Ha caMOM BepXy cTe6GesbKa, MoJ LBETKOM JIOTHKa!

CkoabKO yxe uBetoB BOKpyr! Temepb yTpoM H He mpoGepelibcsi CpeaH
HHX IIO JyTY, 4YTOOHI He YTOHYTb B poce!l.. A mepeBbs!.. Hu omuoit mouxku
He OCTaJOoCh Ha JepeBbAX, HEPACKPLITON COJHUEM.

A BoT u rocth! XuTphifi MypaBefi NPHTauJCA 32 JUCTHKOM M IO CTe-
GesabKy nmoakpaics K ciaioHke. I'osoBa GoJibluyliiasi, YeJaI0CTH CTPAILHHIE . ..
PACKDHIA HX, NMPOTSAHYJA JanK{ M CTaJ OLLYINHBAaTh.

— A KT0 3pmech cnpsTancs, xopomo 6ua0-66l ero CKywars!..

CiatoHsiBKAa — 3TO OBII ee KOMHK, IO HACTOSILeMy — CJIOHABas MeH-
HHI|a, HO 3TO YXe CJAMILIKOM JUIHHHOe Ha3BaHHEe AJs TakON KpOLIKH, OT
cTpaxa 3aMepJa y ce6s B AOMHKe H, UTOGLI HHKTO He BHIE] ee, CTOJbKO
HanmycTHJa BOKPYT ce6s1 NMy3LIPbKOB, UTO COBCEM HCHE3Ja CPeAH IEHHI.

Mypaseit noTporax JankaMH OJMH My3LIpeK, APYroH, H CTaJX JOMHTbHCA
npsIMO Yepe3 CIIHKY, HO BAPYT... Qy-TH!.. cpa3y ke yBsi3 BeCb — JAaNKH,
YCHI, Aaxke GPIOLIKO CTaJO MOKPHIM, H CKOpee MOBepHYyJ 06paTHO.

A crmoHfIBKA TaK HACHAIOHHJIA BCJIeN MYypPaBblo, UTO C JIIOTHKA Jaxe
kKanatb crano. Hy ma myctb kamaeT, 3TO Tak, Ha CTpax Bparam, uToGbl He
MellaJdH pPacTH CJIIOHABKe!

He Tak mpocto BhIpocTH eif, 4TOGH CTaTh HacTosillel B3pOCTON CJI0-
HSIBKO! NEHHHLEH C CHJbHBIMH KPHIIHILKAMH H KPeNKHUMH HOXKaMH. Bexp
OHa 6hlIA elle TOJbKO JHUMHKOM CO CIaOBIMH JaKaMH M COBCEM Hepas-
BHTHIMH KPBUIBIIIKAMH.

BoT H B 3TO yTpO, He ycrnena CAIOHSABKA OTVSAHYTbCS, KaK yBHAeAA BAPYT
BO3JIe CBOEro AOMHKA OCY-XHILHHILY.

Oca neTasna BOKPYT CJAIOHKM M HE 3HAJa €lle, ¢ KaKOH CTOPOHBI Jerye
sabpaTtbcs k caoHaBKe. Hakowel, cena Hefaleko OT JIOTHKA H CIpsATanach
B LIBETaX.

CIIOHSIBKA YYTb-UyTb BHICYHyJachb H3 MOMHKA, UTOGH MOCMOTPETH,

B OT H HA JIIOTHUKE Ttoxe cmonka! Berep kavaeT ee BBepX H BHHS.
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KyZAa JeBajach OCa, KaK BADYr oca 3aMeTHJa ee M GpocHiach K Heil. Bor
KOTJa NPHUrOAHJCA CAIOHABKE ee JOMHK.

B oany cexynay oHa cnpsiTajach M 3amepJach Ha THICSIYY 3aMOYKOB M3
Ny3LIPbKOB MEHHI.

Oca ocraHOBHJIaChb B HEJOYMEHHH M Hayaja NpPHCAYLIHBATBHCSH, YTO
neJaeTcsi B JOMHKe.

Cpa3y MoxHO OBLIO CKa3aTh, UYTO OHa HacTosiulasg pa36oliHuua.
Poiabue 310e, ycukaMu MOBOAUT M 6prOIIKO — Tyxa-cioxa. Ilomouna k 3a-
MOYKY, NMPOTsAHYJA JanKy U HaJaBHJa Ha Hero, a TaM OKa3alICsl He 3aMoueK,

a ny3nlpeK — XJIon . . . 4 gonuya!.. Tak u Hago!..— IlpsiMmo B poT pa36oii-
Huue. Cpa3sy ycCel, roJOBa CTaJd MOKDHIMH, @ Ha MeCTe 3aMOYKa BBHIpPOC
HOBBIH Ny3BIpEK, OJMH, APYro#, Tpetuii... Ara!.. ITonpoOGyii-ka Tenepb

Ro6paThCcsi OO CIAIOHSABKH! ..

Huuero He nogenaewn! — 3axyxokaja oca 4 IoJeTesna He COJOHO XJe-
6aBuIx.

BparoB CKOJIbKO YrOAHO y CJHIOHSBKH, — KyJa HH IJfiHELIb — TaM H
Bpar. BceM xouyeTcsl MOJAKOMHTBHCS BKYCHOH JHYHHKOM.

Bor u nTHuka!.. ToJbKO 3aMeTHJa Ha JIOTHKEe CJAIOHSBKY, Kak cpasy-
e CIHYCTHJAChb C BETOUKH.

— TMuk-nHK, a KTO 3JeCh XHBET? ..

CioHsiBKA NMpHXKalach K caMoMy cTe6JIio, BCS CbeXHaachb H CHOBAa Ha-
MyCTHJA MeHbl. A NTHYKA BCYHyJa CBOH TOHEHbKHH KJIOB B NeHy M CTaJja
HCKaTh, KyJa CNpATaNach CAIOHABKA. MoXeT-OhITh M HallIa-Obl CAIOHSBKY,
KaK BADYT BCS HaepoOUIHJAachb U YHXHYJa — OJMH pa3, apyroii... Tak ei
u Hago! IlycTb 3HaeT, UTO He TaK Jerko CKyuwaThb CaloHABKY. IloBepHyaach
NTHYKA H yJaeTesJa Npoub.

ToabKO 3TOro M HyXHO OBLIO ciatoHsiBKe. [loka k Helt mopb6upaauch
CO BCEX CTOPOH BCSIKHe BparW, OHa BCe pocJa Ja pocJaa, CTaHOBHJIACh Bce
Goublie ¥ Kpenue. M, HakoHel, coBceM BHIPOCJKA M NpPEBpPaTHIACh B CJIO-
HSIBY10 NMeHHHLY. A Temepb yxe XOMHK el 60Jibllle M He HYXKEH.

Ona BblIE3Ja M3 TeEHBI W, BC MOKpasi, NpUTaujIach Ha crebenbke
JIOTHKA.

Hy, u nenek!.. KpacHas cMoOJIKa Tak H ropefa, Bcsi 06JUBasiCh JHUIIKOH
cMoJgoit. PoMallika M rBO3ZHKa CHSJIM Ha coaHue. Bce users Ha Jayry pac-
LBEeJIH KO JHIO ee BHIXOJA H3 JOMHKA.

CualoHsIBKa BHITEPJA MOKDPYIO CIIHHKY O JHCTHK JIOTHKAa U BBICYHYJacCh
Ha coaHue. Ee xoxuua TeMHesna M jxenanach Bce 3ejeHee H 3ejeHee, NOKa
He CJIMJAach B OJHH LIBET CO cTe6esbKOM JIOTHKA M TPAaBHI.

Tenepb eil yxe He HyxHa GoJbule meHHcTas caioHka. OHa ynepJaach
KpeNKHMH HOXKaMH B cTe6eseK JIOTHKA, pacnpaBHia KPBLUILIIUKH H MpLIT-
HyJa JaleKko B TpaBy.

Toabko ee ¥ BHAaeaH!..
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4YTO Jenae



NEBELWHAA NECHA

aebele-KIHKYHe cOo3jajach fAaxe JereHfa. B Helt roBOpHJIOCH,
6yaTo N1e6eAb-KAHKYH NOET B CBOEH XH3HH OAMH TOJbKO pas,
nepex CMepThio.

y OPEBHHUX HAPOJOB neGeas cuutanu CBsillleHHOH nTHuUERA, a O
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Cras nebGeneli-KAMKYHOB HECKOJBbKO JIET MOAPsiA INpHiaerala Ha 3H-
MOBKY K ofHOMy o3epy. O3epo Ghi1o OypHOe M mneHHcToe. Jaxe 3uMOM
OHO He YCNOKaHBaJOCb H He 3aMep3ano. Boaa npophiBanack OTKyAa-TO
H3 rayOHHH rop U 6yaopaxuiaa ero.

BoxakoMm 3TOH cTram OBl HeOOLIKHOBEHHO KpacHBLIN Je6Genb, mpe-
BOCXOASAILUMHA CBOMM POCTOM H CHJIOH BCex JeGenmedt cran. OH cBepkan B
BO3JyXe OCHeNMHTeJbHO OeJbIMH IIHPOKHMH KpPBHUIbSMH H INIaBHO oOnyc-
KajJcs Ha BOAy. 3a HHM ONycCKajach H BCA CTaf.

O3sepo 11yMeJ0, ero CHHASl XOJOAHAsi BOJAA BCAKHIH pa3 HeApyxemaoOHO
BcTpeuana Jebeneit.

Ho ne6Gexn He 6osiamuch xodoxa. I'ycToit myx M NJIOTHHE nepbsi Kax
MaHUbIPb 3AIUUILATH HX.

Jlebenb-BOXKAaK CNOKOHHO MJaBaJX MO 03epy PSAAOM CO CBOei noapy-
ro#, Takoit xe OGeNOCHEXHOMH, KaK H OH.

BouHb cierka packauuBagu Je6GeAs M ero KpacHBasi roJoBa Ha CTpo#i-
HoOl ropaoii wee ganexko Onija BHAHA Ha BOJE. -

Ho, xoraa momHuMmalcs CHer M C rop HaydHald AyTh Berep, JdeGelb
pa3MaxuBal KpbIbSIMH H TPyOuJ. Ero CHABHHIA roJOC pasHOCHJACA MO
03epy H mnpegynpexpnaa Cral0 O rpoasuleii omacHoctH. CHer cHmnajics
OTKYJa-TO H3-3a rop M GHJI KOJIOYHH H OCTPHINA, Kak-OyATO HACKBO3b NpO-
HH3aHHBIH MOpPO30OM.

Tenepb Bo3ae Gepera, rae 60Jblie BCero GLIIO MULIH, 03€PO HAYHHANO
NMOKpHIBaTbCA cjaoeM Jabja. Mx nume# 6blid BOAsAHbIE pacTeHHA, MeJKas
phibenika, pakylIKH, YepBH H JApyrue MeJKHe BOJAsIHbIE XKHUBOTHHE. OHH
BOJIMJHCH Ha JHe O3epa, rjae Boxa Onlia MeJjbye.

JleGeap-BOXKaK LUJeNaJ HOraMH IO BOJe, MaXxaJ KPHUIbSIMH H pa3GH-
BaJ TOHKHII Jex. To-xke jmenana U ero mojpyra H BCSl CTasl.

B Ty 3uMy Betep 6ecrnpecTaHHO AYJ C rop, a MOpPO3 C KaXAbIM AHEM



CTaHOBHJCS1 Bce cBHpenee H 3Jee. Ho o3epo eme pepxanocb. Toabko
Bo3je 6Gepera TOHKHH CJIOH JbJa CTAaHOBHJCSI BCE TOJILE H ILHPeE.

Jle6enn yxe He MOraAH pasGUTb €ro CBOMMH MOTYYHMH KDBLLIbSIMH H,
ycTymnass MOpO3y 4acThb CBOEro MeCTa, OTIILIBAJIH Ha CepelHHY O3epa.

Jle6enb-BOXKaK TOXe OTIVIBIBAJ, HO OH OTIJBLIBaJX He cpady. OH mpH-
6JaHxKaJICs BIJIOTHYIO K JEeASHON nperpajge U H30 BCEX CHJ HACTyIaJ Ha Hee
Gesoft Moryueit rpyabio. EMy ka3anoch, UTO OH MOXET OTTECHHTbH JeJ.

OH 6uJ NO JbAY KPHUIbSIMH, JIOMaJ Mepbsi, CEPAUTO Kycal Jex Kpel-
KHM KJII0BOM H NMOHeMHOry otcrynal. Ero clioMaHHble mepbsi IJIaBajH IO
BOJe, KaK XJIONbS CHera.

Jlen craHOBHJCS Bce Kpemue, TOJlle M Bce OJHXe HaaBUrajics Ha
cepexHHy o3epa.

U BoOT, ogHa} AN HOublO, pa3dpa3uiach 6ypsa. Mopo3s u BeTep SIPOCTHO
OGyieBalH Hajx 03epOM, yBJeKasi C FOp CHEXHhIE IIHIOHL

Bcs Boma B o3epe, maxe Ha cepeimHe, rae ObLIO CHIbHOE TeyeHHE,
NMOKPHIIaCh KyCKaMH pa30bHTOro, kak crekno, abga. OH CO BceX CTOPOH
HafBHrajcs Ha JeGeleil U Bce TeCHee M TeCHee OKPYXaa HX.

Jle6enb-BoXkak BHIILET H3 BOAbL. Ha ero rpyau BHceJO JeasiHOE
KpyxeBo. OH TsXKeJO MOJHSJCA Ha Jel H, HeyKJIloMe KOBBLIASA, Nollexa
no CHery.

BHIIO coBepuIeHHO TEeMHO, BeTep HajJeTaJ Ha Hero, Tpemaja nepbs H,
NOAHHMAs C 3eMJH TYYH MEJKOTO CHera, CJAeNuJ riasa.

JleGenp BHITATHBAJX JajJeKO Brepexn Lielw, KakK-G6yATO HCKal BOAY H
HeyBepeHHO, NOTepsAB rOpPAYI0 OCaHKy, wex Brnepex. Byps cuubana ero
C HOT, OH CKOJb3HJA MO JAbAYy M mamaia. Ho Boxan Hurae He OBLIO, BCIOAY
GLLT TOJBKO CHET.

Jlo Hero mOHecCsi H3 TEMHOTH TPEBOXHHIA rosoc ero noxapyru. Ona
WaNO6HO 3Baja ero. YCJIbIXaB ee NPHU3LIBHBIA KpHK, JeGeab NOBEPHYA
0o6paTHO K 03epy M NOCIEILHO 3aKOBBLISI Ha ee NPH3LIB.

B TeMHOTe BCcs cTasl, MOKpHITasg CHErOM M JbAMHKAMH, XXIajJa €ro.
Jle6Geab nmoxGexan K moapyre M, NpPOTSAHYB HaleKO K Hell 11el0, KIIOBOM
Hallex ee roJoBY.

U Bapyr, oH WIYMHO CTPAXHYJ C ce6si cHer, OpSIUHYB JEASAHLIM KpY-
JKeBOM, rODAO BBINPSAMHJICA M, OTKHHYB Ha3aj roJOBYy, 3ames CHJAbHBHIM
YHCTHIM TOJIOCOM.

O3epo co cTOHOM 3aMep3alio, a Jebeab BCe nex U mneJ, 3araylias CBOUM
roJIocoM Tpeck Jbaa u Bo#t Gypu.

K ero nenuio nmpucoeauHuJIachb XOpOM H BCSI CTas.

OHH NMOAXBAaTHJIH €ro OJHMHOKYIO NMECHI0, H HX NedaJbHLIE roJoca TOop-
JECTBEHHO 3a3BEHEJH CpeiM CHeXHOH OypH.

OHH CTOSITH APYr OKOJO APYra, BHITAHYB K He6y MNJHHHBIE LIEH H,
SaKHHYB T'OJIOBHI BBepX, XOpoM xanoOHO mnean. X cuiabHble roioca 3Be-
HeJH Kak cepeGpsiHHe KOJOKOJA.

Byps HasneTana Ha HHX M JoMana GeaocHexHble mepbsi. OHa o6GCchImana
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HX CYXHUM, KOJIOUMM KaK IEeCOK CHErOM H C LIyMOM Hcue3asla B TeMHOTe.
Ho onn He 3aMeyasu Hu 6ypH, HHU HaABUramlolleNCcs HA HUX TOJOMHOM
CMEpPTH H TOPECTHO NMpOAoJKadu neTb. Kasaloch, YTO OHH NMPOILAMHCH CO
BCEMH, KOrO-TO OILVIAKHBaJH M, NOJYPAaCKPHIB KpPbLIbsl, KyAa-TO YJeTaJlH,
6e3BO3BpaTHO OCTaBJIfAsI 3eMJIIO.
10 u 6blia Ta, OBesAHHAaA KOTJAa-TO JereHmoif, nociaeauss JaebGeaHHas
MecHsi, NponeTass UMH B NpPeICMEPTHHIA yac.

Ho, yrpom, Gypst yHeclach B rophl, H HEOXKHIAHHO NMOAYJ TEIJBLIA BeTep
M caoman jex Haj GypHoil Bomoit o3epa. JleGexu Tenepb CHOBa CIMOKOHHO
nJIaBajJi CPelH BOABI H, ONMYCTHBIUH JJIHHHBIE, THOKHE LieH rIy6oKO B BOAY,
GecneyHO HcKadH ceGe muULLy.
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O0CA NENONEA

KPMBOH COCEHKHM M HOYblO, He3aMeTHO MJs BceX, B3o6Gpaaach noO
CTBOJy K €e BepXylLIKe M Hayala CTPOMTb 3JeCb CBOK CETh.
dro 6bIMa XHUHAs, XKagHasi M HeHAchITHas nayuyuxa-KpecroBuk. Ha
ee KpyrJo# KODHUHEeBOH CNHHKe, KaK 3HaK CMEpPTH IJf BCeX MaleHbKHX H
60JBbIIMX HAaCEKOMBIX, ObIT HapHCOBaH 60JbLIOI Oelblii KpecT.

HukTo u3 MaseHbkuXx obGuTaTreseil MOJSIHKK W He NOAO3peBas, Kakas
yrposa y:e HaBHCJa Haj HUMH. A yTo 3a pasHoOo6pasHOe H T'yCcToe Hace-
JeHHe OBbLIO HA MOJsIHKe!

[Tog xaXABIM JHCTHKOM M BETOUKOH KTO-HHOYIb Hda NpATAJCH HJIH
6bl1 3mech yedH-HHOYAL AOMHK. Bo3ise KaxIoro KycTHka, TPaBKH M Ka-
MelIKa XHUJIH B HOPKaX Ky3HEUHKH H CBEPUKH. A CKOJBbKO B BO3AyXe HOCH-
JOCh HOYHBIX Gabouek, KOMapoB, XXYkoB!.. Bcsi moJsiHka Tak U KHllleJa,
MOJIHAS XKU3HU U 3BYKOB.

[Tayunxa HemapoM Bribpana cebe 3mech MecTo. Ctapasi COCEHKa YIOTHO
CTOsiIa Ha Kpal NOJSHKH U NPOTSAHYB BETKH, MaHUJa K cebe Bcex. JlyHa
NpHUYyAIUBO HaOpocCHJa Ha Hee CBOI Hapsii M OHA, CKIOHHUBUIMCH, 3alyM-
YHBO CMOTpEJa Ha BepecK.

ITayunxa B3o6panach BBepX Ha ee BETKH M BHINYCTHJIA CBOIO NEPBYIO
mwenkoByl0 HUTKY. OHa BHITATMBala ee M3 KOHLA CBoero Opiollika, M3
KpOIlIeuHbIX, KaK B CHTe, oTBepCcTHiH. Kasanoch, y Hee OBl HeHcuepnaeMbli
3anac nayTHHBL

[Taytuna 6e3 KOHIa BhAEJsach y Hee B BHAE TI'yCTOH XHIKOCTH H,
MTHOBEHHO 3aCThIBasi B BO3JAyXe, TAHYJACh TOHUAMILIMMH HUTSIMU.

A, xorza eii HyXHO OBLIO NMPOTAHYTh NAayTHHY JajJeKO K NPOTHBOMNO-
JOXHOMY JepeBy, OHA NMyCKaJa TOHYaillHe HUTH MO BeTpy, He CBHUBas MX
BMecTe. Jlerkuit BeTepoK HeC UX IO BO3AYXY M LEMJIAT 32 BETKH.

Tak oHa mnepeGpachiBasia CBOH mepBBI BO3AYWHBEIA MocT. Temeps,
Jerko nepeberasi ¢ OIHOTO JiepeBa Ha Apyroe, OHa PacTAruBata MeXIy HUMH
BO3AYLIHYIO CEeTh.

Kak TOyHO OHa HamMeTHJa LEHTP MAyTHHH U NPOTSHYJa OT HEro BO BCe
CTOPOHBI JyuYH-paguychl! A, KaK HCKYCHO H JOBKO OHAa HaGpOCHJAa Ha HHX
JIETKYI0 NPO3PAyHYI0 CNUPaJb C JHUIKUMH MeTelbKaMH!

OHa ¢ ropAoCTbI0 OCMOTpeJa CBOI0 MOCTPOiiky. BOT koraa, HakoHel,

HAY‘-II/IXA BbIOpana cebe MeCTO AJs rHe3Ja Ha MOJSHKE BO3Je CTapoi
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6ulI TOTOB ee BO3AYWIHHA 3aMok! JIyHa 03apuiaa ero, H OH BeCb 3aCHSJI,
OCBeLIeHHBIN, KaK CBeUeUKaMH, KalJsIMH POCHIL.

[Nayuynxa nomecTHsach B LiEHTPE CETH H, MOBHCHYB BHHU3 roJIOBOH, He-
NMOJBHXHO 3aMepJia, BRKHAAA HNOOHIUY.

[lepBBIM rocremM npuJaeTesa K Heit NJIMHHOHOTHH KOMap M mo#Malcsi Ha
JUIKYI0 neteabky. HampacHo OH xoTeqm OCBOGOAHTL CBOH TOHKHE JIANKH.

[Tayuuxa mepHysa CBOIO IIEJKOBYIO HHTKY, H OH Cpa3y Becb 3amyTaJcs
eule 6oJbllie B ee JUNKUX y3edkaX. BricTpo nmopbexaB K HeMy, OHa KpPenkKo
OOKpYyTHJIA €ro LIeJKOBOI HHUTKO#. Tenepb, CBA3aHHHINH, OH HE MOr MoOlle-
BEJbHYTHCS, 1 OHA JIErKO MOTAILHJIa ero K ce6e Ha cepeHHY NMAyTHHH, rae
JKagHO M MOJaKOMUJIachb HM. To-Ke CIy4YHIOCh H C Myxo#, 6a6oukoii-
GeasiHKOH M MHOTHMH APYTMMH — OHa Bcex HY 6e3 pa3bopa moxxupaJja.

Ho, omuHaxxnabl, Ha ee yenWHEHHOe XHWJIHIIEe HabGpesJ MNayK-KPeCTOBHK,
TaKOM e XHIIHHK, KaK U OHa, ¢ 6eJbIM KpeCTOM Ha CIIHHe.

OH yBuzen ee elle U3RAMH H, He NMPHOJMXKAACL GIH3KO K ee BO3AYLI-
HOMY 3aMKy, B3Jie3 Ha KycT GepeckJera.

[Tayynxa 3ameTHsa mMayka M CEpAMTO 3aTaHlEeBaJa, TPACA HATAHYTYIO
naytuny. I'layk, kasanocb, TOJbKO H Xxak 3TOro. OH NMOCHEUIHO NMOXHAICH
Mo BeTKe BBepX M OBICTPO CTaJ HABOAUTb CBOH BO3AYLIHHIA MOCT K
nayyuxe.

OpHako, OH HanpacHO HafesvICs Ha J06e3HbIH npueM. Korma oH xoTea
nepe6exaTth K Helt 1O MOCTY M OBbI yXe Ha MOJ-NYTH, NMayyHxa CBHpPENO
HabpocHaach Ha Hero.

Ilayk cTpeMHTEeJBbHO ynajd BHH3 H TMOBHC, KauasChb Ha HHTKe. BrDxkzaas
HEMHOIr0, OH CHOBAa CTaJ NMOJHUMATLCA MO CBOEMY KaHAaTHKy K May4uxe.
He moxomsi mo Hee, OH OCTaHOBMJICS, OMYCTHJA XBOCTHK BHHM3 H TOIHSI
nepeaHue Jankd BBepX. DTHM OH XOTeJ MOKa3aTb MaydyHXe, YTO HENpoub
MO3HAKOMUTBCA C Helo.

IMayynxa moBepHyJdacb W 6oJee 6JaroCKJIOHHO B3IJsAHYJa Ha HeEro.
droro 6GbLTO ZOCTAaTOYHO AJSA MayKa, OH Cpa3y e, GLICTPO M MTPHBO NOKa-
YHUBAsAChb M3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY, CMeJo mepebexan uepe3 MOCT.

[Tayunxa 6oJibllie He NMPOrOHsAJMA €ro, H OH TOCEJHJCA B ee BO3AYyllI-
HOM 3aMKe.

Ha nouasnke 6bu10 xapko. CoJHUE TOPOMHAOCH GJArociaoOBASTbH BCEX
NMOAPSAA, He o6palasi BHUMaHHA HH Ha uTO. LIBeThl MOBOpayHBaJH rOJOBKH
M C HeTeprneHHeM XIaJd HOBHIX cBaiabb. Y, HakoHel, Betep, Becesabiit CBf-
LIeHHHK, HEOXHIAHHO INpHJETeN C I0ra M, Cropsiya, cpa3y NPHKPHII BCEX
CBOel XapKoW pACOH.

BoT korzma HauaJoCh yKe HacTosilllee BeceJabe: TaHUBI, MEHHEe H MY3BIKa
NpoAOJKaBIIHEC OO caMoi HouH. UM pawe mpu JyHHOM cBeTe, Korma
OCBETHJICSL YK€ BeCb MHOTOSTaXXHBLIi NOM MayKoOB, ellle He NpeKpallagoch
BeceJbe.

Tenepb TOJAbKO K MY3BIKAHTaM, HIPaBIIUM Ha MOJSIHKE, NMPHCOEIUHH-
JHUCb KOMapHl W, NMPHUIISACHIBAs B BO3JAYyXe TOJOBOKDYXMTEJbHHI TaHel, C
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XapoM AyJaH B CBOH roGoH, oriamias BCIO MOJSHY MY3HIKaJbHBIM 3BYKOM.

1o 6HI HacTOALIMA KOHuUepT. Jlaxe MaJeHbKasi 3ejieHash KBaKIlIa,
ApeBeCHasi JAryllIKa, yBJeueHHass OOGIIUM BecCeJbeM, NPHCOCAHHMICAb K
OPKECTPy H OT BCEro cepaua 3amneja CBOHM TpPOTraTeJdbHHIM KOHTPAJAbTO
OIUHOKOE COJIO.

Ho ckpomuee Bcex Onlina cBagb6a nmaykoB. HecMOTpsi Ha HMX BeaMKO-
JeNHBIH IOM, 3aJIUTHIH CBETOM, Y HHX He GLIIO CBOeit My3BLIKM M CBOEro
nenus. Y mapa caMOZOBOJBHBEIX M KPYIVILIX KaK Iap HOBOGDAuHHIX, CIy-
CTHUBIUHUCb 110 LIEJAKOBOH JIECTHHYKe, C JIOGOMEITCTBOM IIOACMaTpHBaja
YyyKoe BeceJbe.

M 6b110 Ha yTO MOcMOTpeTh. UepHBINi CBepuyoK, GHICTPO B36exaB Ha
necyaHbI# XOJNMHMK, LIHPOKO PacCTaBHJI JANKH H, yNaB I'PYyAbI0 Nepen CBep-
YHXOH NMpSAMO B NECOK, XOTeJ 3aurpaTh eif CBOI0 cepeHany, HO, OT U30OBITKA
YyBCTB, BAPYT JHIIHJICA CBOEro UyJEeCHOro Japa M KpOMe TpeHHs, KaK Ha
TePTYLIKe, Y HEro HUYero He mNoJay4duaocb. Toraa, ckoHdYKeHHbIH, OH
BCKOUYMJI Ha JaKH ¥ CTaJ NPHIISACHIBAaTL HA OJHOM MeCTe HEeH3BeCTHHIH
TaHell,.

JlyHa noTyunna Ha NOJISIHKE CBEUEUKH, My3bIKa 3aTHXJA H BOJABODHJIACH
THgHa. CBaAbOH OTHIFPAJMMCh M HAa FOPH3OHTE HauaX GJegHeTb paccBeT.

Ha yTpo, nayk u nayunxa cCHOBa NpUHSAIUCH 32 pa6oTy. OHH CIIPATAMHCH
OT BCEX B YKPOMHOE MEeCTEYKO CBOEro rueszia ¥, MOBUCHYB BHHM3 rOJIOBOH H
BBEpX JanKaMH, TEPNEJHBO CTAJH BBDKHAATH AOGLIUY.

— J1333!.. — pa3sgaBajics TexerpadHblii 3ByK, H MayK BeCb B3Aparu-
BaJ ¥ MUaJICAd MO CBOeH BO3AYILIHOK Jopore K epTBe. 3anyTaBIUIHCh B
LIeJKOBHIX NMPOBOJAX, OHAa TejerpadupoBana eMy o cBoeit Geme. OH Ha-
6paceIBaJICi HA Hee M XKaJXHO NMOXHpAZ ee.

[MTayunxa B cCBOI0 ouepeab, C APYyroro KOHua rLesna Ha6pachiBajach Ha
JAPYTylo XepTBy M noegana ee. M o6a mayka, moxJonniBasg ce6s Mo XHp-
HOMY OpIOLIKY, ONATH MOBHCAJU I'OJOBOM BHH3 M OJaXKEHHO 3aMHPaJH.

Ho, xax BO3Myl1aJuch M HErojoBalH KOMaphl, MyXH, 6a60UKH M BCe
MaleHbkHe OOHMTaTeNH NOJSHKM H KaK TPeNmeTHO XJanu H36aBJeHHS OT
MayKoB.

A xorma omHaXAHK TNONaa B MAyTHHY 3eJeHbIAi Ky3HEUMK, BeCeNbIA
MY3BbIKaHT-CKPHIIay, HX HErOJOBAHHIO He OLITO KOHLA.

OHM BUIeNH, KaK Ky3HEUYHK GeCOMOILHO IPHIral JanKaMH, NMOBHCHYB
B NayTHHe M KakK JOJIrO CTapajcsl BHIPBAaTHCH Ha BOJIO.

IMayku HabpocHIMCh Ha HEro ¢ JBYX CTODOH M XOTeJH CBAA3aThb €ro
cBoell kpenkoii BepeBkoi. Ho OH yaapus MX CHJIBLHEIMH JanKaMH, U OHH
OTCKOYHJH OT HEro B pa3Hbi€ CTODOHHI.

Bennrlit MysnikanT Tenepb 3a6uicsi B MayTHHE, H3 BCeX CHJ CTapasch
ocBo6oauThcs M3 Hee. Ho mayumxa, HEOXHIAHHO MOANPLITHYB, JOBKO Ha-
6pocuia Ha Hero meraio. CBsi3aB ero JankdH, oHa o6MoOTana ero JHNKOR
MayTHHOH U, o6Ge3opyxkuB, y6uia.

O, 370 GHlIa yKacHasi CMepTh, H BCE AOJTO He MONTH 3a6HITh O Hef!
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Ho Bcemy G6niBaeT koHenw. Myxa-cTpekoTyxa, GecroakoBas o0co6a,
NnpuJeTeBlIass OTKYAA-TO HM3JaJjeKa, CTajla pacCKa3blBaTb BCeM, UYTO H Y
NMayKoOB eCTb CBOH Bpar, cuibHee HX. HHUKTO Tak H He HOHSJA, O UYeM OHa
6oarana. Ho Bo3me3gue Taku npuuunio. HMsGaBurenabHuneidt ObuIa Kpaca-
Buua [lenonesi, HeOGLIKHOBEHHAasi Oca.

OHa nmosiBHJIaChb Haj, NOJSAHKOA B 6apXaTHOM IJaTbe YEPHOTO LBeTa C
SIPKHMH XKeJTEIMH KOJIbLAMH Ha GpIOLIKE M, CBEPKHYB HapSIAHEIMH KPHIJIbSMH
C KpacHOl KaliMOH, mpoJeTesia HaJ 3aMKOM IMayKOB.

[Mayk W mayuyumxa cpasy-xe 3aMeTHJIH €e H TPYCAHBO CHNPATAIHCh B
cropoxeBoii 6yake. Oca CTpeMHTENIbHO NpPOHECAaCh MHMO HHMX, HeCd B
CBOMX JUIMHHBIX JIallKax Mayka.

OHH BHIEJH, KaK OHA C TPYJAOM BTAalLIHJIa €ro B CBOe NEeCOYHOe THe3N0
H, OTJIOXHB NpPAMO Ha XMUBOT NayKa SIHYKO, yJeTeJa 3a HOBOH KepTBOMH.
Tak oHa 3aroToBJsJa 3amac NHUIH AJIsi cBoero Oyayuiero pebeHka.

3eqeHBli Ky3HeUHK, CBEpUHMXa M MHOTHe APYrHe TOXe YBHAEIH 3TO
rHe3J10 C Nnapaju30BaHHHIM OCHHBIM SIIOM NAayKOM H OT Upe3MepHOii pano-
CTH M ILIAACKH efiBa He MoJoMaau cebe JamkH.

CoaHue yxKe He rpeso, a nmaauno. Jlaxe KpHUBasi COCEHKA, He BhIEPIKAB
H COTHYBIUMCH ellle 6oJiblie, BRIIHBaJa NMPSMO HAa 3eMJI0 CBOH CMOJIHCTHIE
ayxu. LlBeThl, paccTerHyB sipKkue NJAaTbULia, 3aJbIXaJHCh Ha COJHIlE, TpaBa
JKeJITeNa, U TOJbKO Ky3HEUHKHM, KaK HM B ueM He ObiBajJoO, NMHJIMKAJAH HA
CBOMX CKpHIIKaXx.

U B 3TOT XKryunil TOMHTEALHEIN NMOJKEHb, MEJIbKHYB Ie-TO Ha COJHIE,
npope3aB KaK MOJIHHS TOPAYMiA BO3AyX, OMNATL MNpHJETENa HAa NOJSHKY
KkpacaBuua Ileaones.

B cBoeM cTporoM 6apxaTHOM MJIaThe C AJMHHHON Tanuel, mepeTsHyTOH
JKEeJNTHIMH KOJbIaMH, H HapAAHbBIMH SIDKMMH KDBLILSIMH, OHA BJeTeJa B BO3-
AYWHBIA 3aMOK IayKOB.

Babouku cpa3y ke mnepecrand cocaTb MeX M 3aMepaH OT PaxoOCTH.
Ky3Heunku CMOJKJIH, BHIPOHHB CBOM HHCTPYMEHTHI Ha 3eMJII0, a CBEpYHXa,
3a6HIB BCIKUE NMPHJIHUYHSA H XOPOLIHE MaHephl, IPOBOPHO B3Je3J/a Ha 3Bepo-
6Go#, camMblif BHICOKHI L|BETOK Ha NOJIsiHE, H C BEPXYLIKH ero yCTaBHJachb Ha
JOM TNayKOB.

ITayunxa BBHICKOYHJIIA M3 CBOefl CTOpOXeBOH OyAKH M C yXacoMm mo-
Myanach nox kpuimy. OTTyaa oHa xoTeaa elie 6GPOCHTL CBOIO BEPEBKY H
roJIOBOM BHH3 CKaTHTbCS Ha 3eMJII0, HO He ycreJja.

Oca GBICTPO CXBaTHJA €e CBOMMH JJIMHHBIMH JANIKAMH U CTPEMHUTEJIbHO
HaHecsna el MeTKHH ymap »kanoM. CnpsiTaB XkKajJo, OHa CXBaTHJAa NayyHXy
CHABHBEIMH UYEMIOCTAMHM H, MOJHABIIMCH Ha BO3AYX, Hcye3jJa B Jyyax rops-
Yyero COoJIHLA.

IMayk-KpeCcTOBHK, YBUIEB CMepPTh CBOe! MOAPYrH, 6LICTPO 6GPOCHN BHH3
BEPEBOUYHYIO JIECTHHIY H, BBICOKO Mojao6paB Kpyrioe OpIOLIKO, CTal H30
Bcex cun yGeraThb. Kak HenoBko M cMmewHo oH yaupaa! OH mamaxa, cno-
THIKAJCS B TpaBe H npH o6lLIeM JUKOBAaHHM, HAKOHel, HCue3 B TpaBe
H KyCTax.
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Ho, He TOJBKO OH OCTAaBHJ NMOJSHKY, — BCE NayKH H MayuyHXH, MOYYSAB
omacHocTb, 6pocuianch B 6erctBo. OHH B yXace OCTaBJIAJM CBOH HOMa,
3amachl NHUIIH H, KyAa BHAHO, y6eraaH npoub.

BoT, xorza BoLapHJach HAacTOsILAsi PafOCTh H BeceJbe Ha MOJsHKe!
Bce MyxH, KOMaphbl, MYLIKH, JY4YKH, 6a60YKH, CBEDYKH H KYy3HEYHKH, BCe
NPHHSAJIH y4YaCTHE B BeCEJbH.

A oxHa Myxa Jaxe COBCEM COIJA C yMa OT paxocTH. Pa3oruaBLIHCh
Ha BCeX Mapax, OHa BJeTeJa B nmycroi aBopen KpecroBuka H, npo6uB Ha-
CKBO3b FOJIOBKON IIEJKOBYIO CTEHKY, NpPH o6uieM Og06peHHH H CMeXe Ky-
BHIDKHYBLIHCh B BO3[yXe, BhlIeTeJaa Ha3al. OHa HECKOJBKO pa3 mpojenana
5TOT $GOKYC M CBOHM NPHMEPOM 3apa3uia U APyrux Myx. OHH cTaJH paso-
pATb ABOpen mayka. Bot BaM H Myxu! KakHe KaJKkHe TPANOYKH H KJIOYKH
OCTaMHCh TOJNbKO Ha COCEHKe OT BEJHKOJENHOro 3NaHHA MayKos!
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SENEHBIA WAP

4TO elle pa3 CKOBaJ BCe MOPO30M, HO HUKTO €ro yXe He HCIyraJcs.
OH BaXHO NpoIlleJ MHMO OKOH H CTYKHYJ COCHOBOII BeTKOH B mo-

cleiHee OKOLIKO, 3aBellleHHOe cephbiM ofesiioM. OH 3Hal, KOMY CTyuaTh.

Bce Tpoe nere#t mMpOCHYJHCh B Ty-XX€ CEKYHAY, a CaMbli MaJeHbKHA
FPOMKO KDHKHYJI:

— Krto cryuur?.. Emy 6b10 TpH rogza.

Crapukawka peicuefi mepebexas Ha TEHEBYI0 CTOPOHY TpPOTyapa H
JAETH BHAEJU H3 OKHA, KaK OH HCYe3 32 JOMOM.

CoJHue yxe rpeqo H GHJIO TaK Temao, YTO MeTyX Ha 3abope KpHyaa
BO BCE ropJo:

— BepbTe, He BepbTe, BecHal..

Bce Tpoe nereit BHIGeXalH HAa YJIHIY H BHICYHYJAH BIOIOHKY CTapH-
KalIKe fI3LIK.

— Ha-na!l.. Beceso kpuHyanu OHM, U BOPOOBH TOXE UMPHUKAIH HA
TonoJe:

— Ha-nal..

Crapukallka NOBEpPHYJCS JHUOM H CTPOrO MOrPO3HJ BCEM BETKOI,
BeTKa Oblia Bcst Gesas oT Mopo3a. [Tocie oH cnpsTanca 3a yroa AoMa H He
NOSABJASJICH YXe COBCEM.

A no TpoTyapy luea ueJOBEeK M HeC pa3HOuBeTHhle wapel. OHH Bce
PBaMHCh B BO3AYX, M YeJOBEK 1] M pPasMaxHBaJ PyKaMH, 6OSiCb yJeTeTb
BMECTE C HHMH.

Ho camuiit kpacuBhIft wwap OblI 3ejeHH. DTO yxe GhI AeACTBHTENbHO
HeOGLIKHOBEHHEIR 11ap.

CosHue Bce OCBellalO OAMHAKOBO, HO 3eJeHHN wap OhlA OCBelleH
sipue BCeX M KaK NMeTyX KpHyal JAeTAM:

— Bepybre, He BepbTe, BecHa!..

DTOT 3eJeHbIH Wap H KYNHJa XeHILHHA CaMOMYy MaJeHbKOMY H3 jaeTefi.
Ona jmana eMy B PYKH L1ap M CKasaga:

— JlepKM 32 HHUTOUYKY KpeNnKo, a TO YJETHT!..

ManeHbKkHit yuenuicss 3a Hero oGeMMH PYKaMH H HHKOMY He XOTel
JaTh ero nojepxarb. JIM1O y Hero 6BIIO KPyraoe H CYaCTIAHBOE H CaM OH
GBIl NOXO0X Ha KPACHBIA MIap.

CTAPHKAIUKA BHINIPSIMHJACSE BO BeCb CBOI POCT M NMOAYJ TaK CHJBHO,
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Crapuweit H3 Tpoux OblIa JAeBOYKa, eif OLLIO yxe ceMb JeT, H efi
6oJblle, yeM BCEM APYTHM XOTeJNOCh MoAaepkarh wap. OHa npocuiaa Ma-
JIE€HbKOTO:

— Jlait TOJAbKO Ha CEKyHAOUKY, s nonpo6yio, Kak OH BHIPBIBaeTCH, HO
MaJIeHbKHH KpHYal:

— He pmam, He mam HHMKOMY, — MoOit map!..— MW oH HHKOMY He JaBal.

JleBouka OblIa TOHEHbKas, KaK CIMYKAa M ynpsimas, kak creGeaek. OHa
CTOslJIa BO3Je BOLOCTOUHOH TPYGHl M BCe BpeMsi MPOCHJIA:

— Jla#t Ha CeKyHIOOUKYy, malf Ha CeKyHEOUKyl!..

Foay6u xoaunu Mo KapHH3Y Haj roJOBON y J€BOYKH M BOPYAJIH:

— Taynas, raynas geBoukal..

Kypuua toxe pacxaxusana mo yJHLE M NpPe3pPUTENbHO FOBOPHJA €ii:

— Oxora Tebe...

Ho meBouka He cablliaza HIH-XKe He XOTeda CabIlIaTh. ManeHbKHA
HOCHJ 11ap BCloAy 3a co60if H, 4TOOGLI He BHIIYCTHTDb €ro, 3alenua 3a eguH-
CTBEHHYI0 NyrOBHIY, KOTOpasi KaK Ija3 Topuyaja y Hero Ha XHBOTE.

PoT y Hero He 3akphIBajcsi, H OH luarajJ HanmpaBO H HaJeBO, HajleBO-
HanpaBo. HampacHO BOpPOHBI KpHUYa/JH €MY:

— 3akpoii poT, a TO MHI BJIeTHM Te6Ge B poT!.. MajeHbKHII He 3aKpH-
BaJ PTa H lIeJ NPSMO IO JyXaM.

3esennblii wap GBI TaK KPacHB, UTO HH OLHH UeJOBEK He MpOolueJ MHMO,
yTOGHI He CKa3aTh:

— Bor Tak map!.. Y ManeHbkuil ¢ ropAoCTbI0 NOCMATPHBaA HA 1uUAp.

3a MajieHbKHM L1Ja A€BOYKa H ynpsiMO npocuJa:

— [laf, Hy, maii Ha ceKyHmouky!.. Tak OHH LUK H LIJIH.

Korma oHM oCTaHOBHJIMCH HakOHell, UX OBLIO yxke He Tpoe, a JABOe.
Yauubl GHLIH uyXHe, a xearas cob6aka C XBOCTOM, Kak najika, rpy6o cka-
3ajJa uM:

— Hy, vy npoxopure, Heyero TyT OcTaHaBauBaThcsi!.. [y1asa y Hee
GLITH CepAHUTHIE, KaK Y JABOPHHKA, H HETH UCIYTaJuCh H MOLLIH Aajblle,

BeposATHO, OHH 3alLIH OYeHb JaJeKO, HOTOMY-4YTO, KOrJa OHH XOTEIH
NMOBEpHYTh 06paTHO, OHH He 3HAJH, B KaKyi0 CTOpPOHY MM HATH. Bce moma
GLLTM TaK MOXO0XH APYT Ha APYra, YTO TPYAHO OBbLIO MX Pa3JHYHTb, HO HX
IoMa He OBLIO 3HIeCh.

— Buguub, ckasasa AeBOUYKa, Thl BCe YXONMUIb M YXOAMIUb OT MEHS
H 3allleJ Tenepb HEH3BECTHO KyJAa, M OHA pacCepAMaach Ha MalbuHKa.

[lyroBuua paccrersyJjach Ha NajdbTO Y MaJb4yHKa, U 3€JEeHLIH 1Iap 4yTh-
YyTh HE BHIPBAJICA U He yJeTel.

MaJsbuHMK He yMeJ 3acTerHyTb NYroBHIE, H BeTep AYJ €My NpsIMO B
JKHBOT. Bce-TakH, OH M Temepb He JaJ luapa AeBouke. HampacHo aeBouka
CTPOro CKa3saja eMy:

— Hy, nawp Tel MHe uau Her. ?. OH He jax el mwapa, H OHH MOUIIH
JAajblie.

U Bapyr moMa KOHUHJHCh H BMECTO YJHI, HA4aJOCh IOJeE.
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— Tenepb MHl yxxe He Hafiem Haluero gomal .. — CKa3ajaa A€BOYKa, HO
MaJIbYHK He o6paTHJ BHHMaHHA Ha ee CJOBa.

CHer y Hero npoBajJHBaJCs NOJA HOraMH, M OH 6apaxTajcsi B BOJE H
cMesacs. CoJHLE rpeso, H AeTAM He GBIJIO XOJOIHO.

Ho, xorza oHH 3awau yxe Tak JajeKo, UTO HH OJAHH YeJOBEK He LIeN
HM HaBCTpeuy, OHH YCTaJH H 03516JH.

CoaHue BAPYr OMYCTHJAOCH KyAa-TO BHH3 H 3aKPLLIOCH OT HHX Gejoft
3aHaBeckofl. Hax monem nomusiacs tymad. IITHL yxe He GHJIO H TOJBKO
BOPOHHl KPYXHJIHCh H CEPAMTO KapKajH:

— Tax BaM H Hapol..

MaabyHK OCTaHOBHJICS H CeJ NPSAMO B CHEr, a 3eJeHHfl 1ap pBajCs B
He6O H Aepralx JAepeBHYIO NYrOBHLY.

— Tenepp MOXHO? .. pO6KO NMONPOCHJIA AeBOYKA H MOTAHYJA 3a HH-
TOuKy. JlepeBsiHast NyroBHLa OTOPBalach, H 3eJeHH Wap OCTaJACA B pyKax
y AeBOukH. JIHIO ee 3aCHANO OT CYUACTbsi M PafZOCTH.

H Bapyr, OHH pa3oM YBHJEJIH CTapHKalIKy, KOTOPHIA IUeJa MO IOJIO,
COTHYBLUIHCb B TPH noru6enH, Bce C TOH-XKe COCHOBOH BeTKON B pyKax H
YeMy-TO THXOHbKO NOCMEHBAsCh.

— Orpaafite MHe Baw lIap, cka3aJ OH, OCTaHABJIHBasCb NMPOTHB AeTed,
H MaxHyJ Ha HHX COCHOBOH BETOYKOH.

— O, HerT, HeT! . .— HCNYTaHHO BCKPHKHYJIA J€BOUKa,— H He MPOCHTeE . ..
U ona npuxana wap k ce6e TaK Kpenko, KaKk TOJbKO MOTJA.

CHer moceinmajcsi Ha AeTefl, H KOHYMKH NajblieB Ha pykax H HOrax
8aCTHUIH Y HHX.

— Tak BaM H HajO!.. — 3aXHXHKaJ CTAPHKAIIKA H NMOBEPHYJCHA K HUM
CIIHHOM.

— Tak BaM H Haxo!..— 3akapkalu roJOAHbIe BOPOHH H 3aKPYKH-
JIHCb HAJ JETbMH.

CHer paccTasni Ha L1ape, M LIap CTaJ ellle 3eJeHee U sipuye.

— Xurphiff, CKa3aja JeBOYKAa, — OTAATb €My ap...

U onu BcTanu ¥ mowan aaiabie. Bea connna 6mino xoaoaHo. Crapw-
Kalllka CIpSiTaJCA 3a XOJMOM M AYJ OTTYAa, YTO €CTh CHJH, YTOGH 3aMoO-
posutb merefi. Horm y mereft coBcem o6Mep3naH, U OHH €JBa MOTIJH HATH.

— Ecin MH nofiaeM HampaBo, CKasajla JeBOYKa, — MBI HaBepHOeE
HafizeM Halll JOM.

M onn noBepHyan HanpaBo. M kak TOJbLKO OHH MOBEPHYJH HAaNpaso,
OHHM YBHIENH ONATb CTAapPHKAlIKy, KOTOPHLIA 6Gexal NMpsAMO Ha HHX H yXe
He cMmesIcs.

— CwmoTtpu!.. — KpHKHYJIa C MCIIYyTOM JEBOYKa, — OH ONATb OEXHT
K Ham!..—H OHH CHpATAIHMCh 32 XOJMHKOM.

Crapukamka noa6exana K XOJAMHKY H 3arJsiHyJ TyAa H ClOfxa, HO jaerteR
He HalueJ.

— BrIxozuTe, — KPHKHYJI OH, — BCe PaBHO Hafiy BaC M OTHHMY wiap! ..

IMepe6Gexanu AeTH Ha APYryl0 CTOPOHY XOJMHKa M mpHucead. Ox, xak

— 38 —



CTPAIIHO CcTalo UM. UTo, ecau HalifeT HX CTapHKallKa H 3aMOPO3HT, UTOGH
OTHATb Y HHX map?.. A kak 6yjer nmJakaTh 3a HHMH MaMa, KOrZa Y3HaerT,
YTO MX 3aMOPO3HJ 3JOH CTapHKaLIKa?

M Toabko OHM npHceaH MO APYryl0 CTOPOHY XOJMHKA, KaK YCJbIIIATH
ward. [Toaxpajica K HUM CTapMKalKa ¢ APYrOH CTOPOHHI M KPHKHYJX:

— A, BoT oHH rae!.. — M GHICTPO HanpaBHJICH K JETAM.

ITox6exan OH K MaJbuHKy NnepBOMy H GOJBHO YZAapHJI e€ro COCHOBOM
BeTKOM, nocje noxbexan K AeBOYKe M CTaJ OTHHMAaTh y Hee Iuap.

— Sl-taku oTHuMY y Te6si, raynaa jgeBouka, wap!.. — M oH 6oabHO
CXBaTHJ ee 3a pPYKY.

IMoTexsu y meBOUKH M3 IJIa3 Cjae3bl M OHAa 3aKpHYataa:

— He nam, He mam Te6e mapal.. — OHa nmpuxuMana map k ceGe Bce
Kpenue M Kpemnye, Moka mwap — ax!.. u Jonuya!.. Bor Bam u BecHal

Cpa3sy COJIHEIIIKO OTKPHIIO Gelyl0 3aHaBeCKy H OCBeTHJO Bce. Cpa3sy
TpaBa BBIJIE3J1a U3 3eMJIM H 3a3ejeHena, NTHUH 3anejd — BoT Tak temao!..
U norekna Bogma.

A crapHkauika OTKPBUI POT OT HMCNyra, 3aMaxaj BeTKOM, HO HHUYero y
Hero yxe He NOJy4HJa0Ch. HHKOMY OT 3TOro He CTajao XOJOAHO.

[TocMoTpesna Ha Hero HeBOYKAa M 3acMesNach, NMOCMOTPEN MAJbUHK H
TOXe 3acMesiICS.

1louepHea crapuKallka, CMOpIUHJICA, a MO 60poje M ycaM NoTekaa y
Hero rpssHas Boaa. [ToAHAM OH PyKY BBepX, XOTeJ elle pa3 yAapHTb AeTeH,
HO BIADYT, 3amJiakajd U NPHITHYJ B KaHaBKY.

[TocMoTpeau meTH B KaHABKY M pacCMesIMCh. YMaj CTapHKallka H 3a-
JpHIrajJ HOraMH, BCIIEHHBas TpA3HYI0 BOZY.

Hy, u nmorekna Boga!.. Hy, u sawymeno kpyrom!.. Kyna yxe Tam
Mep3HyTb AeTAM! PyKu M HOTH y HUX COTpeJNHCh, IMIa3KH BHICOXJAH OT CJES3,
a OT pagoCTH BCe 3ameso BOKPYT.

IMocMoTpeau AETH ellle pa3 B KaHABKY, a 10 BOAE MJALIIA TOJBKO COCHO-
Bas BETOYKa, OT CTAPHKAIUKH JKe H CJIelX NMPOCTHII. ..

3aneau OHM OT pajoCTH M mobexanu JoMoi. Xopoulo, UTO OHH BO-
BpeMsl OCTAHOBHJIMCh H He NMpo6exkalH MHMO CBOEro JI0oMa.

A Ha TpoTyape CTOSII TPETHH M3 aeTelt H KpHYaAJ UM BO BCe ropJo:

— Ine BH 6bLIH?

HakoHen-TO OHH HalWAH CBOA mOM!..
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MEPBAA 3BE3JLOUYKA

PoxaecTBeHCKas CKa3ka

Mopo3 HeTepneaHBO KPSKHYJ H nobexana no yJaHue.
OH 3arasiHyZ B OXHO OKHO, ApYyroe, Tpetbe... HHKTO eule He
CaJHJICA 32 CTOJM.

B kaxaom nome Ha CTOJe JeXaJO CBexee CEHO, a CBepXy ceHa 6hlia
HakphiTa GeJOCHEeXHas ckaTepTb. Bce Xmanu mosiBeHHs1 NMepBO# 3Be3AHI.
Jen Mopo3 3arjasHyJ H B OKOLUKO, Iie XHJIa MajeHbKasi JeBOYKa.

JeBouka cMoTpesa Ha He6O H TOXe XJajla, KOTAa MOSBUTCA NepBast
3BEe3A0UKa.

Martb ckasana efh:

— Cerojpusl cBATOA Beuep, U MHI BCe CALEM 3a CTOJ TOJbKO C MOSIBAE-
HHeM Ha HeGe mepBON 3Be3nH.

¥Yxe KaBHO y MaTepH OblI rOTOB NMPa3AHUYHBIA YXKHMH: MOCTHHIA Goply
C MaCJHHAMH, ropsiuHe NMMPOXKKH ¢ rpH6aMH H OCETPHHOIM, Kallla CO CAaaKHM
MHHIAJbHEIM MOJOKOM H KOMIIOT C BHHHLIMH SITOJaMH, TpyllIaMH, CIHBaMH
# abpukocamu. Ctox GuIM NOKPHIT 6ea0il CKaTepThlo, a U3 NOJ Hee BHIrJs-
ABIBAJIO CBexee CEHO.

Benb u Maagenen Iucyc Xpucroc Jgexan Ha ceHe, moyeMy H MaTh, MO
CTapUHHOMY OOBIYalo, MOJOXKHJIA CEHO Ha CTOJI.

Hakonen, Ha He6Ge BcnbIXHyJa nepBasi 3Be3gouka. OHa 3aropefach Ha
HeGe SIPKO-IPKO, 3acHsila BCA TaKMMH YYIECHHIMH OTOHbKaMH, Kak-GyATo
XoTeNa BCeM CKa3aTb, UTO 3aBTpa 6oabluoit, 60JbIION NpPa3THHK.

— TlepBasi 3Be3nouka! — pajOCTHO BCKPHUKHYyJa MaJjeHbKas JEBOYKA.

— IlepBas 3Be3gouka! — Beceao KpAKHyJa Ha yauue dex Mopos.

M maneHbkas JeBOYKa YBHJeJa HACTOSIIEro, poxjaecTBeHckoro [lena
Moposa. Ha rosose y Hero 6nura Gesass MexoBasi Ulanka, AJUHHas Genas
6opoaa CBelUIHMBajach y Hero Humxe mnosica. OH Jepxan B pyke MaJeHbKYIO
€JI0YKY, a 32 CIIHHOM y Hero 60JTancs 60JblIOH MyCTOH MENIOK.

— JHen Mopoa!..— BCKpHKHYyJIa MaJleHbKasi JAeBOYKa.

Hex Mopo3 HeZOBOJIbLHO B3IVISIHYJ Ha ee okgo. Hasephoe, OH He XxoTel,
4TO6GH KTO-HHOYAbL BHAEN €ro ¢ NMYCTHIM MELIKOM, — M OhICTpO mepebexan
yepe3 yaMily.

OI[HAKO, KaK JOJro He 3aropanach nepBas 3Be3ouka Ha He6e. [lex
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Ha npyro#t cropone yaHubl, npsiMo ¢ He6Ga, cryckazach Ma 3eMJII0 TO-
HeHbKasi 6iecTAlLas JeCTHHUKA U3 cepeOpsHEIX HUTel. [len Mopo3 GLICTPO
noa6exal K JeCTHHYKe H HayaJ MOAHUMATLCA IO HeH K 3Be3J0YKe.

Uto 3a yyno! JlectHnuka Oblia TOHblIEe NMAYTHHKH H BCS MHrajna. OTO
GBI 3Be3OUKHHHI Jy4YH, yNaBllHe BHH3 HAa 3€MJI0, U HX NMPHHAJIA A€BOYKa
3a JIeCTHHUKY.

Hen Mopoa nogHuMaicsi Bce Bhille H Buille. OH 6bLT yXe TaK BHICOKO,
4YTO JEeBOYKa eJBa pasnaHuyaja ero. Hakonew, on moctur 3se3poukd. Oro,
KaK BHICOKO OH 3a6paics!

Hex Mopo3 OTKDHLI JABEPH H BOlIeJ B 3Be3XOUKHH AoM. Her, 3T0 6bla
He OOGLIKHOBEHHBIH JIOM, a JBOpel, KOTOPHIH Bech ropea U cuaid. Ero creHu
6LIIH MOCTPOEHE! U3 MHTAIOUIHUX OrOHbKOB. OHH CHAMM CHHHMH, DO3OBBLIMH,
KPAacCHbHIMH M XeJTHIMH OTHAMH. Kphllla ero moaHumanach, Kak OrpoMHasi
Genasi mIanka, BCS CHAIOIIAs MHTalOLMMU CHEXHHKaMH. AX, KakoH uyzec-
HH Onla 3TO ABOpen!

B HeM OLIIHM OKHA KaK OrpoMHule ¢OHapH H CHSIIH TaK SIPKO, YTO CBET
HMX JOCTHraJ 3eMJIH.

Jen Mopoa uyBcTBoBal cebs 3nech, kak poma. Eure-6b1! — ero 3zpech
HaBepHOE yxKe JJaJH, M He YCIeJ OH elle NMepecTynuTb NOopor, KaK co BCeX
CTOPOH K HeMy noa6exanu XHBbBIE HTPYLIKH.

Ia, oHH GBLIH JXHBLIE, 3TH 3aMeyaTeJbHble POXAECTBEHCKHE MTPYLIKH.
Tak BOT rjae OHM XHWJH, H OTKyAa 6paa ux Hdea Mopoa.

Onn o6ctynuau [ema Moposa co Bcex CTOPOH H Bce Hanepe6oit cme-
LIHJIH NMOCKOPee OTNPABHTbCS C HHM K JETAM.

[lepBhIii NPHITHYJ B ME1IOK 60Jb1I0H pe3HHOBLIH M4, OH NOANPHITHYI
MOX NMOTOJIOK, TOJKHYJ JAIOCTPY, YNaJx Ha NOJ, CHOBA BeCeJO NMOANDPHLITHYJ H
CIIPATAICA B MELIOK.

3a HUM BCKOYHJ B MelioK nasu. OH KUBHYJ BCeM roJIOBKOH, ero 6yGeH-
YHKH HEXHO 3BSIKHYJH H OH HCYe3 B MellKe.

Cuaenyromuit 3a HuM 6bl1 Mumka. OH BCTaN ¢ AHBaHYHMKA, IAe Jexanx
H YHTaJX CKa3Ky H OGHICTPO MnoJe3 B MEILUOK, YTO-TO Bopua ce6e noj HOC.

Bce xoTexu nockopee oTrnpaBHTbCA ¢ JemoM Mopo3oM BHH3 K AETSM.

Ho Goabuie Bcex cyeTusnach Kykiaa. DBoxe, HeyxXeJd 3Ty Kykay HNpH-
Hecet Hden Mopos manenbkoit meBouke? Kakas pagocts!..

JleBouka BCfl ApOXKaja OT HETepNeHHs NMOCKopee MOJYYHTb €e.

Kykaa 6nljla B pO30BOM aTJIaCHOM IJIaThe, C PAaCKPHTHIM HaJ roJOBOMH
MaJIeHbKHM KHTaHCKHM 30HTHKOM.

OHa B3BOJIHOBaHO 6erajia BOKPYr Memika M BCeX CIIpauIHBaja:

— Kaxk MHe 6uiTh? §1 6010Ch H3MATH B MelIKe NJaTbe H CIOMaTh MOM
30HTHK . ..

Ee 6oabluMe CHHHe IV1a3a yMoJsiolle cMoTpesad Ha [lexa Mopo3sa. Ona
OueHb XOTeJsa CNYCTHTbCSA HA 3eMJI0 He B MeIlIKe, a CUIA Y Hero Ha pyke.

Jen Mopos o3a6ouyeHHO xmypuiacsd. OH NMOMOT BJIe3Th B MELIOK TOJ-
croit Marpemke. OHa He 3Hana, C KAKOA CTOPOHN! eft 6yaeT yao6Hee CHAETD.
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BcyHysn B Mewlok ABYX roJbix MaixeHbKHX nyncoB. Ilocagua Geaoro kota
¢ roay6uiM 6aHTOM, MaJleHbKYI0 cO6ayKy, — OHA HHKaK He MOIJIa BIPHITHYTb
B MELUIOK, — U B3sJ B pyku 6apab6aH. Bapa6an 6bu1 CAHIIKOM 6OJBILOH H
3aHAA-6bI MHOIO MecTa B Mellke, H notomy Jdea Mopo3 moBecus ero ce6e
yepes3 mnJeyo.

KHHKKA ¢ HHTEepeCHHIMH CKa3KaMH TOXe XOTeJa MOCKOpee MOMacTh K
AeTSM M, KaK KypHLa C LBILISATaMH, pacTepsiHHO 6erajna, pacKphiB Bcé CBOH
CTPaHHUBI C KapTHHKAMH.

Hen Mopos nomecTHa H ee B cBoH Memok. OcTaBajzach eile KykJja,
JepeBsiHHasA JOLIajb, PYXbe, HECKOJbKO OJOBSHHHIX COJJATHKOB H JBe
KOPOOKH C eJIOYHBIMH CBEYaMH.

Ho BOT H OHH yMECTHJHCh B MELIOK.

Hen Mopo3 HacyHysa Ha J06 LIanmKy H... O, PagoCTb! — B3 INOK
PYKY KyKiIy.

— TortoBo!.. — cka3an oH W ABHHYJcA K ABepdH. Kak-6H He ocTy-
nuthcs! .. OH OCTOPOXKHO CTaN CHYCKATbCA BHHU3 IO 30JOTHIM KaHaTHKaM.
Bce Huxe u Huxe. [lpuir!.. — u Jex Mopo3 Ha 3emie.

OH, COTHYBIUHCb OT TSIXK€CTH, — €ro Meulok OBl Tenepb AOBEPXY Ha-
OGHT HIrpyLIKaMH, — MOJOILEJA K JOMY, I'le XHUJIH MaJeHbKHEe HETH.

JleBouka BHAeNa, KaK OH OTKDPBIJI CBOMM KJIOYEM JABEPb H BOLIEX TyAa.

HecoMHeHHO, OH MOHEC AETSAM PYXbe M JEePEeBAHHYIO JOIIAAb C HACTO-
siuleit rpuBoit U xBocToM. O, XOTA-OHl €ro TOJbKO He 3ajepxanu Tam!.. —
JleBouKka npHxkanach K OKOHHOMY CTeKJy U eJBa He BHAaBHJA ero J6oM.

Hen Mopo3 yxe BolILUeJ H3 AOMY H CHEWIHJA NPSAMO K JAEBOUKe,
K ee JOMY.

— Croga, cropal.. — no3Bala JeBOYKa, MNOKa3wBafd IaJbYHKOM
Ha JBepb.

BoT oH H BoaJe okHa. Y, BApyr, BMECTO TOrO, YTOOKI BONTH B KOMHATY,
Hen Mopo3 CHJIBHO, CHABHO NMOAYX B OkHO, — Dyyk, yyk!..

Ha crekse Bhipocau Gesble y30pHl, INIOTHAs,, KaK TyCTOe KPYXKeBO 3a-
HaBeCKa 3akpblia OT AeBoukd [exa Moposa, yauny u goma. Kak xoxomHo
H TEMHO CTaJO B KOMHare!..

— Mama!.. — HcnyraHHO KpHKHyJa MalleHbKad JeBouka. — Mawma!..

B xoMHaTy BouJjga Mama.

— Jla rae-xe TH 3anponacTtuiach, boxe Mo#!.. Bce yxe KaBHO CHAAT
3a cToJOM, a ee Her!..

OHa B3sJ1a JeBOYKY 3a PYKY U MOBeJia ee B CTOJOBYI0. AX, KaK CBETJIO
6uLI0 TaMm!..

IMocpenu KOMHATHI CTOSIIA HAapsiAHASA €]Ka, OCAENMUTENbHO CBEpKas MHO-
JECTBOM CBeyeueK, a 3a CTOJOM C GeJOCHEeXHOH CKaTepTblO yXe CHIAEIH
Bce, — nama, 6a6ymka U uyxue JIOLH.

Manenbkasi meBouka moabexana K eJKe H 3aMepjia Ha MecCTe.

IMox exkoi, cipATaBILKHChL CPeaH BeTOK, cTosiax Jdex Mopos u yanbaics.

— 42 —



B pyxax on mepxkan 60ib11yl0, Kak pe6eHOK, KyKIY C MaJleHbKHM KHTaRCKHUM
30HTHKOM.

— Tak BoT, KyAa oH cnpsitaics!..

Ho Tenepp yxe He Tak Jerko 6yner o6MaHyTb MaJeHbKYI0 AECBOUKY.
Ona xopomo 3HaeT, oTkyaa dex Mopo3 NpPHHOCHT HETAM CBOH pOXJIe-
CTBEHCKHE MNOJAApKH M, rAe OH JOCTAaeT HACTOfALHE MKHBLIE, HHTEPECHHIE
MIPYILKH.

JeBouka NpOTsAHYJAa PYKYy K KyKJe H KPenko, Kpenko npuxana K cebe
AparoleHHHA Nnojapox.
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SANYUR

AVYHUXA cepauTo BHrpe6ia JanaMH CHer, 3aBaJHBLIHA fIMKY MOA
CTOr'OM CeHa, H MOCNEeLIHO NoJe3sa B THe3/0.
— Hy u noroaka! Kaxerca aaBHO mopa HacTynuTh BecHe, a
Tenja BCE HeT, Ja HeT.

Ona o6HioOXaNa MaJieHbKOro 3aiyeHKka H 6eCLepeMOHHO TOJKHYJa €ro
HOCOM B XHBOT. Bce-iu B nopsigke?..

OH Kpenko cnaJ Ha MArKOH NOCTeNH H3 3aAYbero nmyxa H He NMPOCHYJICS
Aaxe OT ee TOJuKa.

IMyctb cnur! OHa He MoXaJgena JJs HEro nyxa ¥ Hall[MIaJa ero, CKOJAbLKO
MOrJIa, H3 coOCTBeHHOMN 1IYOKH, UTOOGH eMy OBLLIO TemnJee.

3afluuxa pasjeraach PAAOM C HHM, H ee Janbl KpPenkKo YNepJauch B
CTeHKy M3 KJeBepa H LBETOB TaBOJATrH M pomauku. OHa C yJAOBOJbCTBHEM
BTAHYyJa B ce6s1 apoMaT CyXHx TpaB M uBeTOB. He niaoxo 6mi0-6 U 3aky-
cuThb yxe. OHa MoAHsANA BBEPX rOJIOBY M NoiiMala pTOM CyXOil LIBETOK.

Tenepp npocHyJcs U 3aiiueHok. OH XagHO TKHYJCA MOPAOYKOil B ee
JKMBOT H Kanpu3HO 3a6apaGaHuU/ NepegHHMH JaNKaMH.

3afiunxa HeLOBOJbLHO NMOBEPHYJa K HEMY rOJOBY C LIBETKOM BO PTy H
He6GpeXHO JH3HYJA ero S3BIKOM.

Yero emy emie Haxo? Pa3Be HeJOCTaTOYHO AJIST HEr'O MOJIOKA, YTOOH!
6HTb CHITHIM? OHa NOABHHYJACh elle GJHxe K 3alfiueHKY, H OH IDOMKO
3auMoKaJ B TeMHOTe. OHa NMPHKpPHIJIA €ro 3afHHUMH JanaMH, U OH CKphLICH
B ee rycrol 1epcCTH.

B ABIpKY B CeHe 3ajieTalH CHE)XXHHKH H, OfHA 3a JpYyroi, nagaan Hejxa-
JIeKO OT 3aAuHXH.

Bapyr oHa MOAHAJMA YIUH H MCNYraHHO HACTOPOXHJIA HX B CTOPOHY
Bxojxa. HecoMHeHHO, KTO-TO uyxo# npubamxancsa K ux ybexuumy. Kro-6b1
8TO MOr GHITh?.. 3aiuHxa BCKOYMJA Ha HOIH H B CTpaxe MNpHxalach
K 3eMmJe.

B oTBepcTHE B CeHe NMPOCYHyJdach 3aHeCEHHasi CHEroM roJosa 60/b1IOro
JKHpHOro 3aiina. Ero yuu HeZOBOJBHO NPHXKAJIHCh, a I7Ia3a CEPAHTO yCTa-
BHJIHCH Ha 3aiiyuxy. Jloaro eule oHa 6ymeT CKpHIBaTbCsl OT Hero? Emy-yxe
3TO mMopsAKOM Hamoeno. M 3asu 40 MOJOBHHHI BJe3 B y3KOe OTBEpPCTHE
B CeHe.
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Ara, BOT B yeM neno! 31ech OCTaJICH elle OAHH H3 3afyaT, H H3-3a Hero
OHa He MOXXeT BBIHTH NOrYJATh.

3afil IPOCTHO B3MaxHyJ Janofl Haj MaJleHbKMM 3aHYHKOM M XOTel
yXe yxapuTb ero. Ho mpexnae ueM OH ycmes HaHeCTH eMy yjAap, 3aiuHxa ¢
MOJIHHEHOCHOH OBICTPOTOH yjapHJa 3aiua no Ieke.

Hlren-mwaen!.. OHa unrenaja ero TO NOo OAHONH, TO MO APYroH Iuekxe.

ManeHpkHH 3aifiyeHOK OT crpaxa 3afpajcsi B camblfi JaldbHHHA YroJ
rHe3a H CNPSTAJACS OT CBOMX POJHUTENEH.

3ailypxa ynmopHO 3alMilala ero H Nojx ee yaapaMud GoJblioi 3asn
NMATHJICA Ha3aJ M OTCTYyNaJ Bce JaJjblile M JaJabllle U3 FHe3[a, NOKa ero ro-
JI0OBa He CKphLIACh COBCeM. 3afiuMxa TaKH BbIrHala ero.

OHa Hala 3aiiueHKka B CeHe H MOCHemHO noxarpe6aa ero nox ce6s.
Heuero yxe y6eraTh OT Hee. 3aHueHOK CHOBa NpHUINAJ K €€ COCKY H, yCIO-
KOEHHBEIH, CIagKO 3auMOKaJ.

Ha cexpMoit aenb 3aiiunxa 6pocusna ero. Uem He B3pociabiii 3asu! OxH
HAy4YHJICSl CaM YMBIBAaTbCSl M NMPEKPACHO CHAEJ Ha XBOCTHKe, KaK Ha CTYlb-
yHke. [0 KaKHX e IOp KOPMHTb ero?..

OHa ycablliana, KaKk MOJ CTOTOM CeHa 3aXypuana BOJa, H ee HO3APH
YAOBHJIM 3allax CBEXHX INOueK, HabyXIIHX OT BeCeHHHX COKoB. Hro morxo
OLITb 3aMaHYHBee 3TOr0 3amaxa?

OHa MeJAbKOM B3IVIsIHYJa HA 3afiueHKa M HanpaBHJIach K BBIXOAY.
OcnenuredbHOE COJHIE YXApHIO el B riasa, U 3aflymxa cpasy NmOYyBCTBO-
BaJIa BeCHY.

OHa XaJHO 3aablillaja, NOBOAS BO BCe CTOPOHHI HO3APSMH, H HETepme-
JHBO MNPHITHYJa B TEMHYIO NPOTAJHHY.

Bniepenu cTosr Jec M OTTYyAAa HeCCsl 3amax pPacNyCKaIOUIHXCA INOYEK.
3aftuuxa CTpeMHTeJdbHO mobexana MO HaNpaBIeHHIO K Jecy.

Bort, korzma 3aifiueHOK OCTaJICA COBCEM OJAHH, MPeNOCTABJAEHHLIH CaMOMY
ce6e. BrnipoueM, He OH OJHH, a BCe 3aliyaTa y ApYyrux 3afiyux OBLLIH B TAKOM
e MOJOXEHHH, KaK M OH. 3aiiuuxu He 0COGeHHO 6ajloBajH CBOMX HAeTe-
HbIlLIell MaTepUHCKHM BHMMaHHeM M JI060BbIO M Jaxe paHblle, HA TPeTHH
HIH 4YeTBEPTHIA JNeHb YyXe JErKOMBICJEHHO OCTaBAfJH HX Ha INPOU3BOJ
CyAbOHL

3afiyeHOK NMPOCHYJCA H TKHYJACA MOPAOUYKOH B TO MeCTO, riae Bceraa
Jexana MaThb.

A rae-xe monouko? OH OueHb XOTeJd KyLIaTh, HO 3aiUUXH HHUrAE He
6u10. CoaHeuHBIH JyY NPOHMKAN CKBO3b OTBEPCTHE B CeHe M Majxad Ha
BHITONTaHHOE 3aiuHXxoif MecTo. Hukorma ele 3ailiueHOK He BHIEN TaKOro
SIPKOT'0 CBeTa.

OH npuOGIU3HICH K BHIXOAY H, BeCh JAPOXAa Ha BHITAHYTHIX JalNKaXx, BH-
CYHYJ B OTBEPCTHE CBOIO MaJ€HbKYIO0 TOJIOBY C JJHHHBIMH YUIKaMH M ILIOC-
KHM HOCHKOM.

— Yrto 31O cBerHTca Tak?.. Ai#, ai, kak temao!.. — OT BocTopra
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OH OpBLIKHYJ 33JHHMH JaNKaMH H BHINPHITHYJA H3 rHe3ga. Ero sanku camu
no ce6e Bce 6pLIKAMHCh H GPHIKAIHCh B BO3AyXe H BAPYr — uuren!..

OH ynan B IMKY H OKYHYJCSi B XOJOJHYI0O BOAy. 3aiiueHOK AHUKO pBa-
HYJCS1 M3 BOIbl M MOKpHI BHICKOUHJI Ha 3eMai0. C ero nmywHcTol wyGkKH
tekaa Boja. Ox, kako#f BHA! HHuyero noxoxero Ha NnpexHero MyUIHCTOrO,
KaK LIapHK, KPYrJaoro 3aiiyeHka.

BoT Tak moTaHueBajcsi Ha COJHHUIKe! 3afyeHOK OTPAXHYJ JaNKH H
ceJ Ha CBO#i cTyabuHK. He Tak-To jgerko o6am3aTh Ha ceGe CTOJBKO BOAHL.
Bcest mkypka, 6pouIko, yIIKH H Jaxe KOHYHK XBOCTa GBUIH Y HErO MOKpHIE.
3aityeHok cam o6au3an cebGe JankH, AOCTaA A3HUYKOM MOKPHIH XBOCTHK H
NMOTep JanKaMH YLIKH.

Hy BoT, u onsatbh Bce B nopsinke! CoJHIE OGCYLIHIO €My CITHHKY H OH
BeCeJIO 3amnpeiraj no noJaio. Jaapuie, paapiue, BOT 6yropok, BOT fIMKa, BOT
eule KycTHK. Tenepb OH yXe COBCeM JaJeKO yliex OT rHe3ja.

A rpe-xe cror ceHa?.. Bce Bapyr ucuesno, H 3afiyueHOK 6eCIOMOIIHO
OCTAHOBHJCS OAMH cpeiH noas. OH He NMpoyb OHII-OH yXe CNpPATAThCA K
ce6Ge B rHe3JO.

Ho, He ycneJs 3afiueHOK NMOBepHYTb 06paTHO, KaK HaJ HUM BADPYr 3aKpy-
JKuaach 6oapliasg TeMHad nTHua. Kak crpamso cramo emy! 3afiueHOK co-
BCEM NpHNaX K 3eMie H CAHJICA ¢ NpolujaorogHed TpaBof.

Ho cTpaiiHas nTHua yxe 3aMeTHJA ero H KpyXHJach HaJ, HHM BCe HHXKe
H Hike. Uro-ke menatbh emy?.. Kyna cnpsrarbcsa? ..

H Bapyr, tpax-rax-tax!.. UTO-TO CTpallHOE I'POXHYJIO H IOKAaTHIAOCh
B Bo3ayxe. TeMHasi NTHUA KYBHIPKOM NoOJIeTeJa BHH3. DTO OXOTHHK BHI-
CTPeJIOM M3 PYxbsl YOHJI KOpIUYHA.

3aliueHOK coBceM o6Ge3yMes OT CTpaxa H H30 BCeX CHJ MOMYAJICHA MO
noato. HakoHeny oH ynaJa Ha 3eMa10 H, 0OeCCHJIEHHH, 3aMep Ha MecCTe.

Kak tuxo Bokpyr! CoJHile monpexHeMy CBETHJIO TaK, KaK-GyATO HH-
Yero CTPAIIHOTO He CAY4YHJIoCh. TaM M 31eCh BHIIA3HJIa M3 3eMJH 3ejeHas
TpaBKa, caMas nepBasi, Takasi CBeXasi H COYHasi, KaK MOJOYKO.

U safiueHOK MOTAHYJCS K TpaBKe M OTrphi3 crebenexk. OueHb BKYCHO,
HHCKOJIKO He Xyxe MoJouka. OH cbesa BCIO TPaBKy BOKpYr ce6si M cpasy
noBecesesn. COBCeEM He CTPAIIHO OXHOMY.

Ho xyna ckphninoch coanue? Ilouemy Bapyr crano Tak MpauHo? [lomyx
BeTep, N0 HeGy NMOLIJIM TEMHBIE TY4YH, H Cpa3y CTalO XOJOAHO M HENpPHBET-
JHBO B IOJeE.

3afiueHOK C'BEXHJICS OT BeTpa H cnpsitaicad B aMKy. Ho u B fiMke emy
He CTaJo TelJee, a BeTep AyJ BCe XOJOAHee H xoJoxHee. J[yJ yxe Tak, Kak
aumoit. He60o noTeMHes0, M CBepXy 3aKpPYXKHJIHCh O6eJble CHEXHHKH.
Heyxean 3uma?..

3aliuuk apoxal BeCb OT XOJOJA, H €ro MajieHbKHe JaNnKH CYAOPOXKHO
ckpe6JaH 3eMJ10.

I'ycroit cHer noBaaua ¢ He6Ga, BeTep 3aKPYXKHJ €ro nmo 3emJje, HCuedna
NMOJX CHEroM TpaBa, M BCA 3eMJas cTana Gesoft.



3aliueHOK COBCeM 3aCThLI OT XOJOJA H HEMOJBHXHO CHIE] B SIMKE.
Tenepb-66 NOrpeThCsi B TEILIOM FHE3fe Bo3Je 3aiiuuxu-marepd. Ho rae-xe
rHe3Io? ..

Y 3afiueHOK BBIJIE3 H3 IMKM H NOCKaKaJ MO MOJI0 HCKaTb CBOH JHOMHK.
CHer nagan Ha ero my6Ky, H OHa CTaja BCSl MOKpas H xoaoxHas. Crafika
PaHHHX NTHYEK NpoJeTeNa Hak HHM.

3aiiyeHOK He 3HaJ, YTO 3TO NPHJETENH C Iora 3s6JHKH, H Ha CeKyHILY
Jaxe Cajcd BeCb OT CTPaxa, HO CTaiika mpoJeTreja H OH ONATb MOCKaKal
Jajblie.

YIUBHTENbHO, KaK ObLIO ellle MYCTO BOKPYT, JAaxe MOJeBble MBIIIH
MONPATANHCh U He BHIMVISABLIBAIM H3 CBOHX HODOK.

3alfueHOK OCTaHOBHWJICS cpeau moJas. HaBepHoe 31ech ero JOMHK? —
H OH NPLITHYJ HanpaBoO, a MOXET-ObITh 34eCh? .. H OH NMPHIrHYJa HaxeBo. OH
COBEpLUEHHO He 3HaJ, KyJa NpHIraTh U Te HaXOMUTCA ero rHe3fo.

U Bapyr, xorza oH coBceM yxe ocnaben OT XOJXOAA H He 3HAaJ, Tiae
HMCKaTbhb CBOH JOMHK, OH yBHAeNX nepelx co6oii cror ceHa. Kakum o6Gpasom
OH BepHyJcAd k cebe HOMOI, 3aliyeHOK He MOT NMOHATb. Jla OH U He pasay-
MEIBaJI HaJ 3THM, a NepenpbLIrHyJ uYepe3 sIMKY BO3Je BXOAa, NMOKPHITYIO
MOKDBHIM CHErOM, H NOCIELIHO IoJie3 B THE3J0.

Bot rme xopouwo, HakoHen! Her HH BeTpa, HM CHera, HH CTpPaUIHOMH
NTHUH. 3aiueHOK nonpo6oBan 06aH3aTh CBOM JaMKH, HO OT YCTAJOCTH
€ro riaa3ky COMKHYJIMCh H OH KPeNKO YCHYII.

Houblo ero pa3bymusna 3aiiumxa. OHa-TakM NpUIIIa HAaBECTHTb €ro.
OT ee BaaxHOH WIYOGHl HECHHCh THICSAYHM CaMBIX Pa3HOOOpA3HBIX 3aNaxoB:
NoJIsl, COJHLIA, CHera, BeCeHHel TPaBKH H MOJIOYKa.

Ona o6aH3ana 3aifueHKa CBOMM rOpSIYHM, ITHPOKHUM S3LIKOM H NOJCTA-
BHJIa eMy pa36yxuiHe OT MOJIOKa COCKH.

3afiueHOK XagHO NpHNal K Hed H C BOCTOPrOM TPOMKO 3auMOKaJ.
Huxorza eume oH He uyBCTBOBaJa ce6s TaKMM CYACTIMBLIM, KaK ceiuac.

Ho mo mepe Toro, kak 3aiftuuxa ocBo60xJajnachb OT MOJOKa, OHA CTa-
HOBUJIACh HeTepleduBee W HeTepnesuBee. HakoHel, He maB 3aifueHKy Kak
CIeNyeT BHICOCATb BCE MOJIOKO, OHa BCKOUYHJA HAa HOTH H, NMOCNEUIHO JH3HYB
ero, HalpaBHJaCh K BHIXOLY.

3aliyeHOK pBaHyJCs 3a Hed, HO OHa O6OJbHO YyHapHJa €ero Jarnoii.
Heuero 6exxath 3a Heii u Hamoexathb eil. IlycTth 6ymeT MOBOJIEH, YTO OHA
MOKOPMHJIA €TO.

3alftueHOK po6KO NMPHOGIM3WICH K BHIXOAY H mocMoTpea Bcaen efi. Ona
6nia He onHa. Psamom c Heto Gexxan Goabliof XUpHBIN 3asu. OHH Hanpa-
BHJIUCh B TY CTODOHY, Tie BUIHEJCSH JeC.

Ha nBope 61110 TeMHO, Ha He6Ge CBETHIUCh IPKHE I0-BEeCEHHEMY 3BE3JHI.
Boane camoro Bxoja crosiia 6oJbluast Jya OT pacCcTasiBLIErO CHera.

3aiiueHOK 3516K0 MoexuJCcs U nosae3 o6paTtHO K ceGe B rHe3x0. Temepb
OH GBLT yXXe OCTOpOXKHee H YMHee.

Tak Hauaxacb ero CaMOCTOAITEJNbHAas KH3Hb.
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MANKA

MaaHoe oOTskedeBulee Oprowmko. OHa OueHb CHEUIHJAa H HMeJa

03a6oueHHBIH M cMemHol BuA. Ee MaleHbkasi rojoBKa Ka3aJach
elje MeHblIe Ha 6GOJbLIOM HeykJIOXkKeM Oplolike, a KOPOTeHbKHE uepHHIEe
HaJIKpBbLIbA eBa NPHKPHIBAJH BEPXHIOI0 4acCTb TeJa.

Eiff Heap3a OLIIO He CNELIWTh, OHA M TaK ONO3j4ala BO BpeMs IpH-
FOTOBHTb ce6e THe3IBIIIKO.

Ho Bapyr, 1iMenb, Bech NepenaykaHHbId NbIbLEH U 3aHATHIA MO ropJo,
npuctan k Maiike.

— M-xok!.. — 3axyxoKaa OH BeceJo, YTO O3HA4aJO HA €ro f3hIKe:
— Kakoe Takoe JeJO y Bac, H KyAa Bhl cClemmure?

U BmecTo TOro, yto6H moJereTb AOMOH, OH noJse3 3a Mafikoit.

BHauasne Mafika OCTaHOBHJACh M TOXe 3axKyioKalda eMy B OTBET: —
W-xK! .. yxonu, A 3aHaATal..

Ho, korga miMeab He o6paTHJ BHHUMaHHS Ha ee CEpAUTOE XYXOKaHbe U
pomOJKaJX MOJ3TH 3a Helt, Malika He Brlgepxana ¥ OpHI3HYJa eMy NPSAMO
B ria3a eIKON XHUAKOCTbIO. DTO O3HAYalIo yxke:

— Ha, noayuaft, ecin He NMOHMMAaellb, YTO A 3aHAATAa K MHe Hekoraal

Xopowo, uto npupoxaa Harpaguiaa Mafiky Ttakoit samuroil. IHImean
BHayajle OINeEIIHJ, HO NOCJAe pacCepAu/cs M Cpa3y yJeTea Noxa’ibiie OT
TaKO HeNpPUATHON OCOGHI.

Maiika ara 6GbTa He 3esieHas LUMAHCKas MyXa, C MPOTHBHLIM 3aNaxoM,
a o6nikHOBeHHas yepHasi Maiika. He mo6exaB go ymo6HOro Mecreuka, oHa
OCTaHOBHJACh Ha MOJNYTH H BAPYr NOCHEIIHO CTajka PHITh 3EMJII0 MPAMO
BO3JIe Npoe3xel JOPOTH.

Ona 6vicTpO BhIOpachiBajla OXHY IOPCTOYKY 3€MJH 3a ADYTroM, MOKa,
HaKOHell, He BLIphLTa HeGOMbIION AMKH.

Ho ToabKO OHa ycmena BHIPHITH SIMKY B 3eMJe, KaK BADYT, OTKyJAa HH
BO3bMHCh, K HeH MOAMNOJ3Ja I'yCeHHLa-MeABeIHLa.

T'ycenuia, MOBHAHMOMY, TOXE HCKaJa MOAXOAALLYIO AMKY, 4TOOH c6po-
CHTb TaM CBOIO Temaylo omexky. Ha Heit 6blma MexBexbsi Temuas my6a u3
TEMHOTO MeXa, H OHa HM3HeMOoralna OT XapHhl.

Maiika 3akpbura GpIOIIKOM SIMKY, F'yCEHHLA MOAIOJA3Na K Hedl 6.7m3xo
H 3afiesia ee MexoBOH 1y6oH.

MAPIKA HEeYyKJI0XKe NOJ3J1a CpeAH TPaBhl, BOJOYA MO 3eMJe CBOE rpo-
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Ona HapouHO TOJKHyaMa Mafiky, 4TOGbl BOH3MTb B Hee CBOM HepHEIE
JIOMKHE BOJIOCKH. B Ty Xe CeKyHay, BOJOCKHM CIOMAJHCh B rojJoM Gpiolike
Maiiki ¥ NPHYHHHIHU el HeBLIHOCHMY10 GOJIb.

Maiika 3axyxoxana ot 604H M cpady OTCTynHJa B CTOPOHy. ['ycenuua
MOCNELIHO BJE3Ja B IMKY H yXe XOTeJa 3aHATh 3TO AParoleHHOe MECTEYKo,
Kak BApyr, Maiika, 10 KpaHHOCTH pa3apaxceHHasl, CHOBAa BLINYCTHJA CBOIO
€IKYI0 XHAKOCTD.

— Ha, moa, noayuaf, ecii He BHAMILB, YTO 3TO sIMKa Mol ..

Ho, xorpa mMenb He o6paTH/ BHHMaHHMA Ha ee CEPAHTOE XKY¥OKaHbe M NPOXOMMKAN
moa3TH 3a Hell, Malika He BbiAepana M G6pH3HyJa eMy InpaMO B TrJjasa
eJIKOH MHAKOCTBIO.

I'ycenuna 3aBepTesach B sIMKe, CTapasichb KaK MOXHO CKOpee BhIOpaThCH
M3 Hee, H GLICTPO MOMOJ3Ja nojanabuie oT Maiiku.

Maiika cHOBa npHHsAJach 3a paboTy H cTajla BHIOpACHIBATH 3eMJIO.

Ho, BuguMo, B 3TO BeceHHee yTPO BCe CFOBOPHJIMCH MeUIAThb €.

He ycnena ona BHIGPOCHTH M IBYX ropcTeil 3eMJH, KaK BADYr AO Hee
JOHeccsl pe3KHil 3amax 4ecHOKa.

Maiika moBepHyaach, UTOGH MOCMOTPETh, OTKYJAA HIAET 3TOT HEMPHUSAT-
HBIf 3anax, 1 Bcs 3aMepJa OT cTpaxa. [IpsiMo Ha Hee, He o6paliasi BHUMaHHSA
Ha gopory, noJjsna 6oJbluasi, TOJCTasi, necrpas xaba-ueCHOYHHILA.

Ona cMmoTpesa Bhepen KPYIJbIMH IWla3aMH M THXO ypuaaa. 2Ka6a BHI-
6Mpana KpaTyaHllyl0 AOpPOTY K BOJE H TOXeE CIeLIHJaa, Hecd TOJCToe
6pIOIIKO, NMOJHOE HKPHI.

Moxet-6biTh, ecau-6ul Maiika 6Gbl1a HEMHOTO NoMeHblle, xaba, 9Ta
JKajgHasi YeCHOUHMLA, NPOrJA0THAA-61l ee mo gopore. Ho Maiika 6blya cauil-
KOM BeJHKa IJdA xa6kbl, a xaba, Takxke kak H Majika, Onlyia CIHMLIKOM 03a-
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GoueHa TeM, uToOBI DOHECTH CBOIO HKPY X0 BoAH. I, mosromy, xaba
nponoJsia MEHMO Mafkd, He 3aeB ee, H C XKAJTOGHHIM ypuaHbeM Hcuesla
B Tpase.

Hakonen-ro Mailika ocranach ogHa. OHa ¢ pBeHHEM NPUHAJACh ONNTh
3a paboTty H, BpiOpachiBasi HapaBO M HAaJEeBO 3€MJIO, BHIDBLIA, HAKOHeIl,
AIMKY TaKylo, Kak Hago Oulio eif. Bosch, YTO6H KTO-HHGYAbL He 3aHAX ee,
OHa NOCIELIHO BJe3Ja B rHe3/0, 3aKy6Jauiach B HEM, KaK KypHLia HaceaKa, H
CTajJa HeCTH CBOH fiiua.

Bokpyr Maiiku Bce GHIIO 3QJHUTO COJHIEM, BCE XYXXKANAO, ABHraxech
H CIEILHJIO, TaKXKe KaKk U Mafika, COBEepIIHTD TO, YTO MOJAraeTcs COBEpPLIKTD
KaXJOMYy MaJIeHbKOMY U 60JbLIOMY CYLIECTBY — BO-BpPeMS NPOIIHThL CBOM
POX, OCTaBHB nocJe ceGst MOTOMCTBO.

Bpsax-an Malika Buaena yto-HHGYAb, KpOMe CBoero raesanimika. OHa
6GhlTa CTMIIKOM 3aHATA AEJOM, HO, KOrJa OHa KOHYMJA OTKJIAAKLIBAaTh AHYKH,
OHa NOCHeEIIHIA BHIJIE3Th U3 HODKH.

Ha pBope 6Gb11 cosHeuHHll xapku#t xeHb. Mafika ocMOTpesach o CTo-
pPOHaM H CTajla 3aphIBaThb CBOe rHe3ablmiko. OHa CpaBHAJA ero ¢ 3emJael u
jloJIe3sa OTABLIXATh.

KoneuHo, HUKOMY H B roJOBy He MOIVIO NMPHMATH, UTO B STOM MeCTe
saphT Maiikoft kiax,

Ona Jersa HelaJeKko OT AOPOTH H, BHICTABHB Ha COJHIE mycroe 6piou-
KO, oTamixasa. Huxorna eme He uyyBcTBOBaja OHa ce6st Takod ycraxof.
Tenepnb eft yxxe He HyXHO GHUIO HHKYyJa crnewnTb. Berep y6aioxkuBaia ee B
Mafika ycHyaa.

HamnpacHo phiXHe MypaBbH KyCaJH €e, TOPMOILUMIH H BCIUECKH MYUHJIH,
Kesasi ee pa3byaurb. Mafika ycHyJa CIHLUIKOM KPeNnmKO H He NpPOCHYJach
Taxe TOraa, Korxa 3t rpy6nie pa3boiHuKH rypb60oit moTaliuiIn ee K cebe.

PoBHO yepe3 Mmecsl, B 3aKPHITOM 3eMJel0 rHe3xullike Maliku BrLIy-
MUJIHCh H3 SIHYEK JMYHHKH, KpOlUeuHble uepBsAYKH. ITOKpYTHBLIHCH B Tec-
HOM TEMHOM JOMHKe, OHM Hayal¥ PHTb 3eMJI0, NOKA He BRIJIE3JH BCE
Hapyxy.

HeckonbkO CeKyHX OHH TONTAIMCh Ha MecTe, COMBIUMCL B TEMHYIO
KYuKy, H He 3HaJH, YTO MM JeJaTh Jaibliie.

Hakonel, crapiias M3 AHYMHOK, HaubGoJiee CUAbHASI M Kpenkas, oThe-
JHJACh OT BCEX H INOIIOJ3JAa B TPaBy.

Ona yBujesa 30J0TOH AAPKHI OAYBaHUMK W MOCHENIHO B3Je3Ja Ha Hero.
CoumHue rpeio ee. 3xech 6bJIO YIOTHO M TEILIO, OHA CTaNa YHCTHTh JaNKaMHy
CBOH YCHKH.

Eff nomemwana muyesa-uBeTOYHHUA, U MadeHbkas Mafika ucnyraHsHo
cnpsiTalach MeXJay JemnecTKaMH.

[Muesna, rpOMKO XXy¥XKa, ONMYCTHAACh Ha 30JOTOM OAYBaHYHMK M MO-
CMEIIHO, TOrpyXas B KaXAKIA M3 ero KpOIIEYHEIX LBETOUKOB MAJHMHHHIA
BOJIOCHCTHIN SI3bIYEK, XKANHO CTajla MUTb Men.
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Ona GHMa ofeTa B LIEPCTAHOE MJAATHHIE C TEMHHIMH H XKEJATHIMA NO-
JM0CKaMH M BCA C HOT O roJoBH OHJAa NOKPHTA 30JOTHCTHMH BOJOCKAMH,
NPHCNOCOG6IeHHBIMH, YTOGH M0GOJbILE 3aXBATHBATh C LBETKA NMELIBIEL

Manenbkass Maiika ¢ M1060NEITCTBOM BHIIVIAHYJA H CTala pacCMarpH-
BaTh nueJy.

[Myena Brinuaa Bechb Mexm, coGpaja BCIO MEIBLY H, ONMPABHB KDPHUIbA,
XoTena yxe JeTeTh, KaKk BAPYr Maiika nojJjesna K nuejie H, YUENHBIIHCH
3a ee BOJIOCKH, B306pasach K Heli Ha cnuHKy. OHa yZoGHO MOMECTHJIAaCh
MeXJAY KDBUIHIIKAMH NUueJHl H, KOTJAAa Nueja cjaerena ¢ uBerka, Mafika
BMeCTe C Hel0 NMOXHSJIACh B BO3AYyX.

INMuena paxe He mouyBcTBOBata Mafiky, CHAEBIIYIO Yy Hee Ha CIHHe, H
C Helo moJerena AZOMOH B cBoit yaeil. OHa OMyCTHAaCh Ha 3eMJI0 BO3Je
CTaporo neHbKa M, MOJAJETEB K MaJeHbKOMY OKOLIEYKY B yJbe, PafOCTHO
saxyxokana. Beakuii pa3, koraa myesa BHAeNa CBOe FHe310, OHA He MOIJa
yAEpKATbCSA OT PagoCTH.

Hu y xoro He GLIIO TaKOro YyaecHOro aoma, Kakof BHICTpOMIH cebe
myexsl. BHyTpH OH Bech GBI BRIJIOXEH BECEHHHM KieeM, COGpaHHHIM muyen-
KOM C MOueK TOMNOJIs, JHUIMK], COCHH H INepeMeIlaHHKIM CO CIIOHOA H JHNKOR
CMOJIOH.

A xakue TemJble M YIOTHHIE KOMHATH H3 BOCKAa BHICTPOHJIA OHA CBOHM
6yayuium aetaM. Bcio 3a60Ty M M060Bb BJIOXHJIA NUEJa B CBOI0 NOCTPORKY.

OHa HakKJOHWJIACh HajJ, OJHONH M3 BOCKOBLIX KOMHATOK, e NJaBaja B
MeNOBOIl KallKue ee HneTKa — OeNleHbKHA, HeXHHA ciaenofl yepBsYex H,
06aH3aB ero, HanpaBHJAaCh JaJjbliie K MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIM KOMHAaTKaM C AET-
KaMH.

Ho npexne, ueM OHa ycneaa OTNOJ3TH Aaiblie, Mafika BApyr GHCTPO
CroJ37a ¢ nueas ¥ 3a6panach NpsMO B OJHY H3 BOCKOBHIX KoMHaTOK. OHa
Cpa3sy e Mo4yyBCTBOBaja ce6s X03ANKONH 9TON TenyoN yIOTHOA KOMHAaTKH H,
CXBaTHB JETKY NMueJbl CBOHMH LIENKUMH JallKaMH, Hayaja ee rpH3Th.

HanpacHo crapanach JHYHHKA NueJanl CABHHYTb CBOe Bsiloe Ge3Horoe
Tesblle H yoexaTh oT Mafiku. OHa TOMbKO 6eCOMOLIHO BepTeaach Ha MeCTe
H He JBHrajlach Brepen.

A Maijika, TeM BpeMEHEM, C XaJHOCTHIO, He OTPHIBasCh, TPHI3NA ee. H, no
Mepe TOro Kak OHa Ioexana AeTKY MNueshl, MiIockoe Teno Malku Hamau-
BaJOCh, JeNasCh Bce Touule M Geree, MOKa, HAaKOHEll, COBCEM He NpeBpPaTH-
J0Ch B TaKOe Xe HeXHoe H Gesoe, Kakoe OLLIO Y JETKH MUeJabL

Tenepb ee yxe COBCEM TPYAHO GLUIO OTIAHYHTH OT NMYENTHHON JHYMHKE.
OHa 3aHfJa BOCKOBYI0O KOMHATKy M yAOGHO M CNOKOMHO yJeraachb.

C KaxauM gHeM Mafika craHoBHAach Bce 6oabuie U Goabiie. DT0 GuA
WKHPHBIH, Gebli, HeOGHKHOBEHHO XAXHBIA H BEYHO rOJOAHHNA YepBAdeK.

INMuena 6e3 ycTaad KOpMHJIA ero, He 3aMeyasl, YTO KOPMHT uyxoe XHTS,
XHTPO 3aXBaTHBLIee KOJbIGeab ee JHYHHKH.

Ona xopmuiaa 6ul Tak Maiiky Ge3 KoHuUa, HO OfHaXAH Mafika BAPYr
nouyscTBOBana ce6st mpecuuieHHoA. OHa cTaHOBHAACh Bce Goee COHHOR B
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BAJIOH H OTKa3hbiBalach OT nuUM. Hakonen, oHa coBceM nepecTaliia ecThb H
NpeBpaTUIach B KYKOJKY.

Uepe3 HeCKOJbKO IHeH OHa NMPOCHYJaCh M BbLIE3Ja M3 KOKOHa. ITO
OhlNa yxe HacTosillasi B3pocJaasi KpacaBuua Maiika. Y Hee OBIIH HCCHHA-
yepHble GJecTsiiHe HAAKPBUIbS U GapxaTHOe GPIOILKO.

OHa Brblje3na U3 BOCKOBOI KOMHAaTKH M OCTaHOBHJAach. B KOHIE yJabs
OHa BIApYr 3aMeTHJa He6oJblliOoe OTBEPCTHE M IIOJOCKY cBera. Tyaa u Ha-
npasuJach Moxojas Maiika.

Ho, uTo 32 nepenoyox NOAHSJICA B yJibe, KOTAa MUeJbl BAPYT 3aMETHIH,
YTO BMECTO MOKpOIi 6eCrioMOLIHON MOJIOINEHbKOH MYEJKH Y HHX BBIBEJaCh
TOJICTasl, YepHasi U caMOyBepeHHasi Maiika.

BoT KOro OHH NMPHHAIH 32 CBOE OHUTHA H BHIKOPMUJH. [Tueanl xano6HO
3aXKYHKAJIH U N0Je3JH Belaex 3a Maiikoit. Ho oHH He 3HamH, 4TO B HX yJbe,
cpelH JHUYHHOK, pOocja ellle He OfHa Takas Malika, coxxpaBlliasi UX HUTH.

Moaopgas Mailika paxe He NMOBEpPHYJa NOJOBKH B CTOPOHY NueJ H, BCH
MOJABIIKCh BIiepel, PBaHYJaCh K OTBEPCTHIO YJbsl, OTKyJa BHAHEJCH CBET H
roay6oe He6o.

OHa BhIJIe3J1a Ha COJIHLE H PafOCTHO 3axyxokanaa. Tenepb 3To 6Hlaa yxe
B3pociasa Maiika, Takas e 3X0pOBas H IVIOJOBHTAsl, KaK U ee MaTh.

OHa G6BICTPO CIYCTHJAACh CO CTApoOro rneHbka M 6e33a60THO MOMOJ3Ja
HaBCTpeuy 1|BeTaM H BKYCHOH TpaBKe.
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tRABA RYM-KYM

croe OpIOILIKO pasayBasoch OT MKphl. CouHue ocaenuyo ee. OHa
3QKMypHJIach OT CBeTa M HEMOABHXKHO 3acThiia. Hacrosias BecHa
Ha pBope! Koxa Ha cnuHe y Kym-Kym cpasy crana cOXHyTh OT COJHUA.
3710 eit He coBceM OBLIO NPHATHO, KyM-KyM nmpeamouuTalia CHIpOCTb H TEM-
HOTY, HO 4TO mnojejaels!
OHa cjerka noCTOPOHUJACh, H U3 HODHLI, NOTATUBASACh, BLIIE3JIH H JApY-
rue xa6Gun. OTHM Obl0o ewe TpyaHee. Kym-Kym Omnima camasa MoJo-
JeHbKasl.

KVM-KYM C TPYAOM BHIJIE3J1a H3 3UMHEH HOPHI M ceJa y Bxona. Ee ToJ-

Bnepe;m BCeX, HECMOTPS Ha CBOM ABaAUATh JeT, NOMOJA3/ia caMas CTapas »a6a.

Hy u kpacaBuukrl, ogHa ayuuie apyroii. He yera o6bIkHOBEeHHEIM kabaM
C TeMHBIMH 60pOJaBKaMH H CEPOH KJIEEeHKOH BMECTO KOXH.

Kym-Kym Hauama ymbpIBaTbCsi M NPpHBOAHUTDL cebsi B nmopsinok. OHa melt-
CTBHTEJbHO OblIa OYeHb KpacHBa: BCA KOka ee OblIa MOKpbITA NMATHAMH
TEMHO3€JeHOI'0 M OJHBKOBOI'O LiBETA C PO30OBHIMH 60pOAaBKaMH.

Kym-Kym 6bina nsitHHcCTas 3emJasHas kaba.

OHa mpoTepsa CBOH uUyHeCHBIE Ija3a, ¢ 30JOTHCTOH KaiMOH BMeCTO
PecHHL, M THXO 3aypuaja. Ho oHa mesa HemoJro, eff HyXHO OBIIO TOpO-
nuthcsi. HakoHen-To M OHa crana B3poctaoil xka6oit. Eit miea natelit rof,
nepBasi BeCHa, KOrja OHa JOJKHA HATH HCKaTh Boay. Ee Oproumko pasamy-
BaJOCh OT HUKDH Bce GoJgblue H 60Jblie, U il HeCTEPNHMO TSXKeAO OBbLIO
CHIETb HAa OJHOM MecTe.

Brnepenu Bcex, HeCMOTpPSl HA CBOM JIBaAlaTh JeET, NMOMOJ3JAa caMas CTa-
pasi xa6a. IIpocTo cTpallHO CTAaHOBHJOCH 3a Hee, UTO OHA He JOHIET A0
BOJHI H JonHeT. A 3a Heit — Kym-Kym u gpyrue xa6ml.
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Bor Tak nmyremecrBue, Heuero ckasartn!..

Kym-KyM octanoBHaIach nepefoXHyTh, OHA €[Ba AHLIana. A BOXHI emie
B B NOMHHe He OnLio,

Ona 3akphlia Iia3a H 6eClOMOILHO 3aCTHlIa CPefld XOPOrH. BeceHnee
COJHLIE COBCEM OCJENHJO €€ APKHM cBeToM. TpyAaHO GHIO Aaxe AyMmath,
YTO OHA CMOXET JOHEeCTH CBOI0 HKPY MO BOJHIL.

Ho Heuero 6u10 0co6eHHO GecrioKOHThCA O Hell. He ona oxna BrIGH-
JAach M3 cua. BceM xopolo mpHILIOCH.

KyM-KyM OoT HeTepneHus naxe sanpnirana gaiasuie. — Jlan-asan!. .

ITo mopore HHKTO HM He Mewana uATH. C COCeH JeTena XeJaTas MblIbIA
B yCcTHIana MM nyTb. [lamOpOTHHK yXe NMOXHHMAaX 3eMII0, KaK rpHG, H
nuranacs c6pocHTb ee ¢ cebsl.

A Boxaut Bce eure He 6b10. Couanne cymnao Kym-Kym cnuny. Peuin-
TEJAbHO HeKyAa OBbLIO CNPATATHCA OT €ro NMPOHH3KIBAIOIIHX Jyueil.

3ato xopouo 6b110 uBetaM. OHH, OZHH 3a APYTHM, BRIJIE3aJIH U3 3eMIH
H TAHYJaHCb K coanny. CoH TpaBa, BCs ellle 3aKyTaHHasi B TEIILIA MeX, yxe
BHUTYCTHJIA CBOH cepeGpPHCTHIX GYyTOH.

Kym-Kym naxe ocranoBHaach 3mech. TOJBKO BO3Je LIBETOB H MOXHO
nofmath uTO-HHOGYAb BKycHeHbKoe. Ho apyrue xaGH He Xpaanu ee.

Hakonen, oxHa M3 HHUX He BBIZEp}KaJa M NMOBepHyJa B CTOpoHy. OHa
HanpaBHJIach NPAMO K HeGOJbIIOMH JyKHILE, TAe yXKe HauMHajda TepechiXaTh
Boja. Hexab3st 6110 Ha3BaTh ee npumepHoit Mateprio. Ho Kym-Kym moasaa
maabuie. OHa mpeKpacHO yrajbiBajla, Iie MOXHO HAalTH BOZY.

Ilepen Kym-Kym BHIpOCIO moOJe, Bce B3bEpPOIIEHHOE M INOUYEpHeBILIEe.
Ona xpa6po mNphITHyJa BIepef H Cpa3y e CKaTHJIaChb BMeCTe C KYCKOM
CHIpORl 3eMJH NpSMO B CBeXylo Gopo3xy. OnHa GecnoMmolHO 3ajphirana
JankamH, He 6yayuyH B CHJaX MOJAHATH TOJCTOe OpIOLIKO, HANOJOBHHY 3a-
cunannoe 3emaell. HakoHen, oHa mepeBepHyJach H BCTala Ha HOru. Bce
Ka6n ObLTH yxe maneko Brnepead. Kym-KyMm mocmemnsa 3a HUMH.

IMose omyckanoch Bce HMxe M Hmke. 3anaxao GoaotoM. Kym-Kym
GLICTPO 3aAbIllajNa, pa3ayBasi CBOM KpouleyHble HO3ApH. Bmecre ¢ 3anaxoM
GOJIOTHHIX TPaB H HJa JOHOCHJOCH MNMEHHe JAryLIeK.

A Bot u Bozma! — lllnen!.. U camas crapas xaba nonJasiia no Bonue.

Kym-Kym ocranoBuiace. Best Boga nepenx Hero kunena ¥ 6yiabkana oOT
KBaKaHbsl JAryiek. BoT KTo pamoBaicsi COJHLY M He 60sJicA NOACTABHTD
CBOIO CIIHHY IIOJ €r0 JYy4H.

Kym-KyMm ToXe mpruirHysa B BOXY.

— Yo!.. — Y Hee maxe 3aXBaTHJIO ALIXaHHe, BOJA OHIJIA elle COBCEM
XOJOHAaSI.

Ha camoM mHe, MeXAy BOASHEIMH PACTEHHSIMH, YyXe CHAeaa crapas
a6a H K CcTeOai0 CTPENONMCTA IOCHEWIHO MNPHKpenasaa JJAHHHYIO
JEHTY HKDH.

Kym-Kym Toxe nmoamiauiIa X BOXSHOMY PaCTEHHIO M, NMPOTAHYB KOpO-
TEHbKHE JaNKH, Hauala NPHBA3HBaTh K HEMY CBOIO JEHTY HKpH. Bpromko
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Yy Hee CTaHOBHJOCbL Bce Jierue U Jerye. BOT-BOT H OHO CTaHeT COBCEM
nycroe.

Kym-KyMm cena Ha nHo M crana oTAnxaTh. Bokpyr Hee maaBaan pasHhle
JUYHHKH H TOJOBAaCTHKH, HO OHa HHYEro He BHJEJA H TOJbKO CMOTpeJaa
BBepX yepe3 BOAY GOJbIUUMH YepHLIMH, KaK-6yATO CTEKASHHHIMH IJa3aMH.
Bech menp Kym-Kym nposexna B Boge.

Hspeaka oHa moamaniBajJa TO K OJZHOMY, TO K APYroMy PacCTeHHIO H
NpHUBA3LIBajJa K HEMY CBOIO JeHTY HKpH. HHoraa oHa BHNJALIBaJa Ha IO-
BEPXHOCTb, YTOOH NOABILIATL BO3AYXOM H CHOBa OMycCKajach Ha MJHO.
H Toabko Ha TpeTHi AeHb OHAa BAPYr NMOuyBCTBOBaJaa ce6s cBOOGOAHOIM.

OHa BBHIMJIBIIA H3 BOJABI, JErkKOo BHIMPHIrHYyJMa Ha 6eper M PamgoOCTHO
saypuana. Hukoraa euie eif He 6HJIO TaK Jerko H BeceJo.

OHa nocujgena HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha Gepery, HIla ria3aMi, yeM nepe-
KyCHTb. BApyr rirasa ee xxamHo 3aropeancb. OHa cienana CTOAKY ¥ HEOXH-
JAHHO METHYJa NJIHHHBIM, JUNKHM fA3bIkOM. OHa nofimana 60Jb1IOr0 KOMapa
H C anneTHTOM INPOIJIOTHAA ero. BoT u 3aBTpak!

Tenepp MOXHO M AOMOH, o6paTHO B nyTb-mopoxeHbKy! Kym-Kym
JIerKo NpHIrHyJa B TpaBy. IlycTb coJHue meyeT efl CNHHY, 3TO yxe el He
Tak ctpawno. OHa caenana cBoe geno. Becexo ypua, Kym-Kym nocnemuaa
JOMOH.
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BOWAHKA

HA BbLIIIPSIMWIACD, BHITAHYyJa JankKH KaK MOXHO Aajiblie U XO-
TeJa yXe BBIATH, HO BIADYr YyJAapHJacb O BOCKOBYIO KpBILIEYKY H
HcnyrasHo 3amepaa. Uto-6b1 3TO Morao 3Hauutb? IloueMy oHa

HE MOXET BHIHTH?

HoBopoxuaennaa kpoumwka — 3To 6b1a Memnuduka, MexOHOCHas
nyenka, 6eClIOMOILHO OIJIAHYJaCh U NMOCTy4anach CHOBa. Bokpyr Hee GLLIO
TEMHO, U OHAa HMYero He Bujaeaa. Bcs ona Obla MOkpasi, ciabass H y Hee
He OBLIO cua paxke 006Ju3aThb cebsl AI3BIYKOM.

Ha ee cTyk HHKTO He OTKpBLI eif JBepLUbl H OHa OOGHXEHHO BHITSIHYJa
AMUHHYI0 TyOKy H XOTeJa yxe 3amiaakaTh, HO BMeCTO CJaGoro AeTCKOro
# 6ecrnoMOIHOr0 MUCKAa, OHA BAPYT H3xaja HH3KuUH TpyOHHI 3ByK. Kakoh
cmemwHoit 6ac! OHa M cama He OXHJaja, UTO Y Hee TaKOH roJoc. 3HAYHT,
OHa He mpocrtasi pa6ouas nueja, a myekxa-uapuua, GyAyllas MaTka.

Kpomka Memanduka ¢ mo60nbITCTBOM NpHCAylialach K camoit cebe
H, NOIHAB rOJOBKY, CHOBa 3aTpy6uiaa. Eii nonpaBuicsi 3ByK COGCTBEH-
HOro roJoca.

Ho Bapyr oHa ycawluana, Kak B OTBeT eif rPO3HO, BJACTHO H HeJO-
BOJILHO 3aTpPyOHJ TaKOH e KaK y Hee HU3KHH, CHJIBHBIA H CEpAUTHIA 6ac.
Arto Tpy6uaa cTapasi — MNueJa LlapHla, ee MAaTh.

— He nymaewn-nmu TeI, cymapbiHs, 3aHsitb Moe Mecto? Kakasi nar-
JIOCTh! . . — rHeBHO Tpy6Guia oHa. — Henpocrasano eute atoro!.. Kak-6ul He
Tak!.. $1 He yCcTynai HHUKOMY CBOe NEpPBEHCTBO.

Ho Memmduka sHuuero He aymana. Eil npocTo xoTenoch eCcTb H
nockopee BHIPBaTbCsA M3 TeMHOTH. OHa H30 BCeX CHJI CHOBa 3aTpyOHJa,
3acTyuyaja JankaMH M Jaxe nonpo6oBaja rphi3Th ABeplLy, HO y Hee He 6HIIO
CHJI OTKPHITH ee.

C TOi#f CTOPOHBEI KOMHATKH JO Hee MOHOCHJCS LIYM, H OHA SICHO NOYYB-
CTBOBaJa, YTO KTO-TO KPENKO AEPXKHUT ABeply H HADOYHO He BBHIMYCKAaeT ee.

IlIym He npekpalmiajucsi ¥ BCAKUH pa3, KOraa oHa TpyOuaa, B OTBET eit
JoJeTan yrpoxawiuuil Hu3kuit 6ac crapoil mueasl-uapuusl. Kakas moJaras
#u GeckoHeuHass GbLIa IJs1 Hee HOUb!

U BOT, TOALKO NOJA YTPO, BOCKOBBIE ABEPUBLI OTKPHIIHCb, # HOBOPOXK-
JIeHHAsl MUeaKa yBHeada 3a60TIHBO CKIOHHBLIMXCS BOKPYT Hee nueJ-HAHeH.

Ho, Boxe, xakoit cmMewHo# W o3aboueHHbli uMmean oHu BuA! Cpasy
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MOXHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, YTO OHH He CMaJH BCIO HOYb, oGeperas ee, H HE UMEIH
BpEMEHH NPHUBECTH ceGs B NMOPSIOK.

Hx cMelunble ycuku 6ecnopsiioyHO COHAMCh, LIETOUKH HAa HOrax mJsi
cOOHpaHHUS NBIIbILI C LBETOB TOPYAIH 3aNblIeHHBIE, 4 YONIOPHOE MJIATHHULLE,
YTHIKaHHOe Kak 6yJaBKaMH 30JOTHCTHIMH BOJIOCKaMH, GBLIJIO BCe CMSTO.

OHM 3aHCKHBaIOLLE M CMYLIEHHO OKPYXHJIH HOBOPOXIEHHYIO KPOIIKY.

OnHako, 3TO AUTA COBCceM He OBITO TaKOi KPOLIKOM, Kakoii Moria GhTh
HoBopoxeHHasi! OHa Oblia Ha LEAYI0 IOJIOBY BhIlle CBOMX HfAHEH, AJHH-
Hee HX U 6oublile.

Ho, HecMoTpsi Ha 3TO, OHa 6ECOMOLIHO NMOACTABHJIA MM CBOH CMSTHIE
KPHVIBIIIKM U MOKDYIO Ha rpyAd lepcTky. — JlexaiiTe co MHOH Bce, YTO
xotute! Bhl BuauTe, Kakas s ewle caabasi M MaJeHbKasl.

U nueabi-HaAHU JA1060BHO OGHIOXAJH MAJIOTKY, NMOJH3AJMH SI3LIUKOM €e
MOKpOe€ NJaTbHIle H CTaJd 3a00TAHBO KOPMHTb.

Haxonen, onu npuBeau ee B nopsaaok. Kakoe uymecHoe mutsi! Ha ee
HOXKax OBbLIM 30JOTHCThIE UYJOYKH, a ee uepHoe JOoporoe Ijatbuue 6Je-
CTeN0, KaK artJaac.

IpuxopoOLIUBIINCL, OHA NMOBEPHYJa CBOI0 XOPOILUEHBKYIO I'OJIOBKY H C
M060NBITCTBOM CTala paccMaTpUBaTh yJaei. Bapyr, oHa Bcs BLITSIHYJACh,
HaCTOPOXHJACh U TPEBOXHO CIPOCHJA:

— Yro 310 3a myM?..

— 3TO TBOSA MaTh, — CKa3aja eff OJHA U3 NMueJ-HsAHel, — Haila crapas
LapHLa BHLIEeTeNa TOJbKO-4TO C poeM M3 yabsi. OHa mepejana Hauwl yJaed
tebe. Tenepp yxe Thl Oyzelib Haulei LapHlei-nuea0i MaTKOH.

Kpomka Memmduka BaxHO BHINPSIMHJAcCh M Cpa3dy CTaja B3pOCTIOii.
OHa ropo craja pacxaXHBaTh MO YyJbl0, BHUMAaTeJbHO paccMaTpuBasi BOC-
KOBble KOMHATKH.

Ho Bapyr, oHa OCTaHOBHJIACH M CTajka NMPHCAYIINBATHCH.

W3 yraosoii, 6oablueii ueM Apyrue, KOMHATKH, IjJe MOIJa MOMELAaTbCA
TOJbKO Oyaylliasa UapHlla, pa3fgasics HU3KUH TpyOHBI 3BYK. UTO-6BI 3TO
MOIJIO 3HAYHTH? Bcsl ee 30M0THCTast UIEPCTKA CEPAUTO HaepOIUHAACh H
OHA YacTO M TsDKEJO 3aAbllliaja. YX, kakoit rHeBHHI Bua! Ee raasa cepauro
3aropeJuch U OHa BO3MYLIeHHO oGepHyJaach Ha3an. PasBe oHa He OJHA B
S9TOM yJbe Mmyeja-Lapuuar

[Mueabi-HAHH yxe Oexanu K Hell U 3a60TJIUBO OKDYXKHUB ee, He NMYyCKaJIH
HATH naibiie. OHH YCHABIILIAMH, KaK HH3KO M IVIyXO 3aTpyOHa HOBBIHA 6ac.
310 TpyOHIa HOBOpOXIeHHasi cecTpa Meaauduky, HOBas KpOIlUKa, TOXeE
Oyayuias muesa-mMartka.

[MyenbI-HAHH XOTEJMH YAEpKaTb MOJOAYIO LapHlly, HO OHa B OJHH MHT
pacroJikana Bcex M 6pocuaach Ha TPYOHBIH 3BYK.

— Tne 3T0 TH MpsAYelIbCA? — TPO3HO 3aTpyOHIa OHA, TOYHO TaKKe,
Kak mepeia TeM Tpy6Guia crapas mnueja-matka. — Jlymaewb-Jad Thl, 4TO £
ycrymiao Te6e mo6poBOJbHO cBOoe MecTO? Thl CAHMIIKOM MHOIOro Xouyellb.
Sl cama TOJBKO-UTO MOJYYHJIA 3TO NMPAaBO U HUKOMY €ro He OTHaM.
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M Memmobuka xorena yxe GPOCHTHCS HAa CBOIO HOBOPOXAEHHYIO CO-
NEepHHIY-CeCTPY H, BOH3HB }KaJO CKBO3b BOCKOBYIO ABepLy, YOGHUTb ee, HO
B 3TOT MOMEHT eH OBICTPO H pelIHTEeJbHO 3aropojuia AOPOry crapas
nmyeJsa-HsHsA.

— $1 He ponyuly HeHyxHOro ybuiicTBa, — CypOBO CKa3aja OHa, Hall
yJaeit NOCTaTOYHO BeJHK, H TeGe XBaTHT paGOTHHI H TPyTHeil, UTOGH BH-
JIETETh C HOBEIM pOeM.

Tenepp B yabe nojgHsjach eite Goabiuasi cymaroxa H wyMm. CTopon-
HHKH elle He NOsSBUBLIEHCS HOBOH LapHIL OCTABaJHCh B yJbe, yJeTaloLHe
FOTOBHJHCh K OTJETY U XKAAHO Nnoemanu Mel Ha gopory. OAHM M3 HHX, C
pasgyBLIMMHCS OT Mena OpIOIIKAaMH, CHAENH HAa MOPOre JETKa H OXHMIAIH
oraera. JIpyrue He BHIIPYXaJau H3 KADMaHYHMKOB NMBIIbIH H, ITepelayKaHHbIe
B JKEJTHIH NOPOLIOK, TPEBOXHO T'YHEJH.

B yibe craHOBHJIOCH Bce xapue M kapye. [lueabl meTanuch, TOJNKAIH
APYr JApyra H NMPOH3HTEJBHO XyxoKaad. Haxowuen, Bech poft ycrpemmiacs K
BLIXOAY M OYDHHIM MOTOKOM BEIPBaJICA H3 YJbS.

Ha pBope 6bi1a BecHa. Bosayx mpoxkan oT meuibusl. OHa Hecaach C
OJIbXH, COCHBI, TOIOJEH U JOXHUIACh Ha BCE€ 30JOTHCTHIM KOBpoM. U B sToT
30J0TON AeHp Meaauduka, MoJOmas uUapHua, BHJETeNAa CO CBOMM poeM
HCKaTh MECTO JjIf CBOero HOBOro JoMa.

OHa HM3KO mnpoJeresa Haj NoOJeM, NPOHecAach Haj 3a6pOLIEHHBIM
CajoM H TSKeJO ynaja CO CBOHM MHOTOYHCJIEHHHIM BECEJLHIM XOpOM Ha
Aynao craporo ayb6a.

— 3xecb MBI MOCTPOMM Haul AOM!.. rpOMKO 3aTpy6GHaa OHA H, OKpY-
#eHHash TeCHOH TOJANOH mueJa, NMOMOJ3Jaa MO AYMJay.

Kakas cyera mogHsazach cpa3y OkoJo craporo aymiaa! Bce muean, a
HX OBLJIO OO JECATH THICAY Muea-paGOTHHL, CTalH BHIPAXaTh MOJOAOMR
napHie CBOX HeOOBLIKHOBEHHYIO JI0OOBb H NPENaHHOCTb.

OHH CTaHOBHJIHCH Nepel Hell BO BeCb POCT, TPENETANH KPHIIHIIKAMH H
O ouepenH 3HAKOMHUJIHCHL C HEIO.

— O, xak MBI M06UM TeOs1, C BOCTOPrOM XYHOKAMH OHH, KaK MEl PajH,
yro TH ¢ Hamu! M, oxHa 3a npyroi, OHH NMOXXOMHIH K He.

MoJiogas napuua nepeMOHHO NPUHUMAA HX JacKH U TePNENHUBO XAaNa,
KOrja Bce nueJbl-pabOTHHILI MO3HAKOMATCA C Helo. Beab OHa omma cpenu
HUX OBblIa myesa-napuua M MOrJja HMETh NOTOMCTBO, H HE OJHO, a THICAYH
H JEeCSATKH THICAY HeTteil, cO3JaBas U3 HUX CBOi yJeii.

Hakonen, 3HaKOMCTBO 3aKOHYHMJIOCh M MYeJbI-PAGOTHHUH NPHHANHUCH
3a pa6ory. OHHM CHelHO CTalH BLIYHIATH CTAapOe AYIIO, BLIHOCA H3 HEro
BECb COP CBOMMH MaJIeHbKMMH POTHKaMH.

Memnunduka o3abouenHo moasana no pynay. Ee pasppamanu nuenn-
Hauu. OHM HH HAa MHHYTY He OCTaBJsIM ee OJHYy, oGeperasi OT BCAKONA omac-
BocTH. VM Korza oHa, OoxBaueHHast OOIMM OGOXPHIM HACTPOEHHEM, XOTexa
BhLTETETb, HIHM He MycTHaH ee. B yabe kumena pa6ota, U euie He BpeMs
6GLIIO menaTh BECENYI0 MPOTYJKY.
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K Beuepy Bce Aynao GHIIO yke CTapaTeJbHO BHIYHILEHO H OKJEEHO
BECEHHHM KJIeeM M3 NoYyeK M CMOJH. B aynie 6niI0 Temao H Naxao BOCKOM
H cMOJIOH. DTO 6BIO MpeKpacHOe, 3alIHILNEeHHOe OT BeTpa M JAOXJAsS IoMe-
lLIleHHe, ellle HeZOCTPOEHHOe, HO yXe YIOTHOE H JAOCTaTOYHO NpPOCTOPHOe,
YTOGH NMOMeCTHTb B cebe BeCh POH.

IMyenel-paGOTHHIBI, COUBLUIMCL KYUKaMH, OTALIXaJH IMOCIe TPYAOBOrO
Aud, a MeaandHrka pacxaxuBaia Mo yJablo, pacCMaTpUBasi CBOI HOBHIA JIOM.

Taxxe paccessHHO U 6eCnOKOHHO O6JyXIalH 1O yJAbl0 TPYTHH, AOPOA-
HHle 60Jbluerja3se KpacaBlbl B YePHBIX IMIaAKHX KocTioMax. OHH He INpH-
HHMAaJIH y4yacTus B oOueit pa6oTe U HeTEpPNEJAHBO XKJAAJH TOJbBKO NpPEACTO-
filllefl MPOTYJKH C MOJOXOM LapHuel.

Ha yTpo oHa BuineTena. CoJHie 060XKII0 eff TpyAKy, a CBexXasi 3eJleHb
H uBeTH OnbAHUIH ee. OHA MOKPYXKHJACh HEKOTOpOEe BpeMs Haj Ay6GoM,
Kak-GBl 3alOMHHasi MeCTO, H BO30YXIEeHHO MoHecaach K Jecy. OHa GHJa
He oxHa. CiexoM 3a Helf moJeTesa H ee CTpaxa — MOJOAUBI TPYTHH.

Mennucduka BHAesa HX M ee KDPBUIBILKH APOXalH OT pagoctH. OHa
noxHUManach BCe Bhille M Bhimie. OnbsiHeHHass BOCTOProM, OHa Hecaach
HaBCTPeYy rOpsAYUM JyuaM COJHLA. DTO GhlIA ee mepBas H MOCAEAHAA NMPO-
ryJaKa.

Korma Meanuduka BepHyJach B yJeil, Nuelnl pagoCTHO CTajH OGHIO-
XHBaTb ee, JH3aThb $3HIYKAMH M BCAYECKH BhIpAXaTb € CBOI0 JMI06GOBb.
Tenepsb nuesa-uapuua yxe, Kak JOMKHOE, IPUHHMAJA HX JAaCKH ¥ BHHMaHHe.

Kak xanb, uTo oHa He Moraa 6oJbllie OCTaBHTb CBOEro yJabsg M Ha-
craxaatbCs conHueM. Kaxanifi JHCTOK M NOuKa, MOKpPhie OT BECEHHEro
KJes, TpeneTaJH Ha COJHUE. A KaKk MHOro OhLIO cOJHIA Ha Jyxatike! OHo
CNELIMJIO NPOTHATh BCE TYYKH, KaKHe TOJbKO OLIIM Ha HeGe, 3aKHras BCIER
MM Da3HOLBETHYIO Beceaylo pamyry. JloxaH ObLIM MHMOJIETHHIE, IIYMHLIC
¥ GeccieIHO BBRICHIXAJMH Ha 3eMie.

Ho Memmuduka HHyero aToro He Bupenaa. Eil 6O yxe He AO COJ-
He4yHHIX JgHe#. Bechb meHb oHa Oblna 3aHfAiTa H 03a60YEHHO pacxXxaXxuBaaa
CpeaH CBOHX BOCKOBBLIX HOMHKOB. OHa MasJo yxe MOXOJMJAA Ha MPEXHIO0
6e33a60THYI0, MOJIOAYIO KPacaBHLY MYeJKY.

C TpyzoMm mepemnoJdas OT OJHOI'0O BOCKOBOTO JOMHKa A0 APYyroro, oHa
BOJOUMJAa 3a co6Goil pacmoJsHeBliee, Tsxkedoe Gpiowiko. Boaine kaxaoro
JOMHKa OHAa OCTaHABJIMBAJaCh U, BHUMATEJbHO OCMOTPEB €ro BHYTPH, KJaja
TyAa MOJOYHOE NMPOIOJroBaTOE SHUKO.

Cnenom 3a HEl UM HAHBbKH, HarpyxXeHHHle CJIaaKofl Kauuued Aas
6ynylux nereit, H GHICTPO BHINJEBLIBAJH KAlIMLY TYyAa, Ae JexKalo yxe
SIHYKO.

Ho muorma Memaunduka cmoTpesna Ha JeTOK, H efi Ka3anoch, 4TO OHa
CAHIILUMT 3amax uBeTOoB. Torma oHa 6ecrOKOMHO 1LIEBeNHJIAa CBOHMH KOPO-
TeHbKHMH YCHKaMH M HeTepIeJHBO IepecTynala HOXKAMH B 30JOTHCTHX
YyJAOYKax.
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Crapast HiHA 03a004YeHHO JH3aJa ee fI3bIKOM, IJafiuJa JalnKaMH H 3a-
60TaNBO naBaja eil Jy4yuIHii Mes.

Ho ona He xorena ectb. OxBaueHHasi XeJaHHEM YJeTETb, OHA HeNoO-
ABHXHO CTOfMIa Ha MeCTe M CMOTpeJaa Ha Jerok. Ilocie, ounyBmuch, OHA
noJi3na gaibuie ¥ 6€3 KOHILA BHITPY2Kaja CBOM MHOTOUYHCJIEHHEIE STHUKH.

CoaHue CTOsNIO yXe cOBceM BBICOKO. OHO BHITOHSIJIO M3 3€MJIH, OXHH
3a JpyTHM, LBeTHl H OTHABAJO HX MYeJaM.

— Co6upaiiTe CTagKHii COK C IBETOB, €CIH XOTHTE HMETb 3anacH
Mena Ha 3umy!.. Cnewure!..

Kakue pasHoo6pasubie usetbl! OJHH M3 HHX KaNpH3HO NpSATAaIH CBOMH
COK, OT HHX TaK TPYAHO Obl1O OTOOpaTh €ro, APyrHe HapOYHO OTKPHIBAIH
LIMPOKO JIenecTKH BEHYHKA, JErko OTHaBas CBOH Mex mueisaM. Hactynaaa
CTpajgHasi M Xapkasi mopa.

Jaxe crapas nuesa-HsHA peLUXJIach OCTABUTh CBOIO LlJapHLy H BhlJIETEaa
3a c6opom. Kaxas cmemnas 6abyHs! OHa Tak HeyBepeHHO NOIHSAJIAChH €
NyCTHIMH ellle KOP3MHOYKaMH H noJereja. BepHercs-iM oHa Hasapn?

Kak tockauBo crano Meanuduke 6e3 HaHu! OHa moJssana no CBOUM
BOCKOBbIM KOMHAaTKaM H Ckyuyajga. B yabe OBIIO TaKk ropsyo M IYLIHO.
CoJHLEe BOpBaJOCh JaKe ClojJa yepe3 JEeTOK pa3OoM C TFOpPSYHM BO3LYXOM.

Memnnduxka nopberana K Kaxnoi mnyeje-paGOTHHIE M HETEpNeJHBO
CHpalinBaja:

— A HsHA, ee ellle HeT?..

Haxonen, non Beuep, Koraa nmueab-pabOTHHIBI yxe BEPHYJHChb OTIbI-
XaTb, IpUJeTeNa elle OJHA 3ano3jaaBlias nyeia-paboTHHLA H CKa3ajla:

— ¥ Hac HecyacTbe! — HfIHIO Cbes MueaHHBHId BOJK. — M oHa paccka-
3aJa, KaK 3TO CJAYYHJIOCh.

Hsus Bce cobupana U cobupana CIaikuii COK C LBETOB U NblabLY, e
BCe Ka3aJocChb Majo. A BOJK, — KaKOH XHUTPbIi M 3JM0H!.. — NPHUKHHYJICSA
nyesoi M B MUEJUHOH oZexJe ces Ha 11BeTOK. HsHs mpuHANa ero 3a myenay
H ceJa psiIOM, a eMy 3TOr'0 TOJbKO H Hamo Obi1o. OH CXBAaTHJ HSIHIO M NO-
TalUI ee K ce6e B rHe310, CKpuIToe B necke. Tam eit U koHel npuea!

Meanuduka He BBIAEP2KAAa H TPOMKO Ha BeChb yJeit 3aTpyOujaa HU3KHM
rycteiM 6acoM. BnpoueM, He OxHA TOJbKO MNueja-HAHA norub6jga B 3TO
ropsiuee BpeMs. Pa3spe Jjerko OBLIO BHAEPXKATh TAKy0 HaNpSKEHHYIO,
cneuinylo pa6oty, kakast 6blia Tenepb B yJbe.

IMueapi-paboTHULBI He Kaxean ce6s U BeChb JeHb BHIJIETaNH, OXHA 3a
Ipyroii, 3a c6opoM. OHH BO3BpalANUCh C NOJHBIMH KapMaHYHKaMH NBLIbLBI
H BHITPAXHBas ee, MJIOTHO HaGHBaJIH €0 BOCKOBHIe GoueHoukH. [Tociae oT-
pbiraaud u3 306MKa Mel, CAaIKui COK M3 uBeTOB. V, HaKoHel, CHHMAaJH C
6plolKa MJACTHHKHA BOCKAa JJA HOBHIX fiu€€K H OMNATH JETENH 334 HOBLHIM
c6opom.

BeuepoMm, xorma nueanl-paGOTHHIH AOJMKHBI GBIIM yXe BCe BO3Bpa-
THTbCA B yJeH Ha OTAHIX, Meaanduka ¢ TPEeBOrod HeAOCYHTHIBAJaChb MHO-
THX H3 HHX.
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— Ceroagnsa CHOBa He Bce, — rOBOPHJIA OHA, — TJie Xeé OCTAaJbHHE,
fIoYeMy OHH He BC€ BEPHYJHCbH?..

Ona Gerana cpead BCKJIOKOYEHHBIX, HCXYJAaBIUHX NueA-paGOTHHL h
HMCKaJIa CpeAH HHX TeX, UTO He BEPHYJHChb, HO HX He OBIIO.

Oxnu H3 HUX NOrH6/H, KaK MOru6Ja HsHs, APYrHe NMOTOHYJH BO BpeMsi
BOZONOSA, a TPETbH NMPOCTO HE HMEJH CHJH YyXe 6oabulie pa6oTaTh H OCTa-
BQJUCb TaM rJe-TO Ha LBeTKe, M3HEMOras INOJ COJHEYHBLIMH Jy4YaMH OT
Ype3MepHOI'0 HaIpsiKEeHHS.

Ho e Bce paGotanu Tak ropsiyo. B yabe ToMuiauch TpyTHH. OHH He
XOTeJMH HUYEero JAeJaTh M JIEHHBO NOJ3aJH NO YJbl0, HaTHKAsACh Ha Mues-
pa6oTHHL.

Mennuduka caslmana, KaKk myeabl-paGOTHHIB pa3ApaXKeHHO H 037106-
JEHHO KPHYaJH Ha HHUX:

— Hy, ¢ noporu! Mano BaM mecTa, 6e3aenbHHKH, gapMoenml!..

TpyTHH npe3pHTENBHO MOJYAMH H CBHICOKA KOCHJHCh Ha muena-paboT-
HHI. OHH CaMOJOBOJBHO OXOpPALIMBAJHCh, MOLMIAXHBAJH JalKaMH CBOH
yCHKH M 6e3 KOHLA YHCTHIHCh. MHOrAa OHHM BHIIETANIH M3 YJbs, HO TOJbKO
IJs1 TOrO, YTOOH! NMOYNPAaXHATh CBOH KPBUIbSI H MOJHIIIATH CBEXUM BO3-
AYyXOM, a, BEDHYBIIKCh B yJeii, cpa3y xe GecliepeMOHHO Ha6GpacChIBaJHCh HA
rOTOBLIE 3amackl Mea M CMIOKONHO Moexanu MX.

Mennmuduke HENPUATHO GLIIO CMOTPETb Ha HUX, TaK OHH PaCTOJCTENH.
Ona Buzesa, kak Bce 6ogblie H GOJblIe POCIO pasApakKeHHE Cpexu mepe-
YTOMJIEHHBIX Mueja-paGOTHHI U CJABILIANA HX BO3MYILIEHHBEIE Pa3rOBOPHI.

— J1o Kakux nmop Mbl 6yaeM KOPMHUTb 3THX HEHACHITHHIX OGXOp? —
JIOBOJLHO C HHX, MOpa yXe nepectaTb UM o6befaTh Bechb yieii!

BorT, xorza 6b110-651 BO BpeMsi NOSIBUTHCA Ha CBET HOBOMY NOKOJEHHIO,
HOBBEIM CHJIaM HAa NMOMOIUbL 06ecCHIeBINUM MuejaM-paGOTHHIAM.

Ho B BockoBEIX roMHKax OblIo ete THxo. HanpacHo Meanuduka noxa-
6eraja K HUM H C BOJHEHHEM NpPHUCAYLWIHBanach. [luesbl-HSIHH, CypOBHIE HA
BHJ M CIOKOlHBIE, ellle NPOJOJKAIH BHIFpeBaTh, KaK Hacegku, Oyayuee
MOKOJIeHHEe, HHYeM He NOKa3bIBaf CBOEro HeTeprneHHUs ¥ BOJHEHHS.

Ho omnaxanl Ha paccBere, korga Memnmuduka euie Kpemko cmnania, B
yabe NOIHANACh cyMaToxa. Memmuduka He MOrja cpasy IOHATH, UTO CIy-
yuiaock. Ho, koraa oHa yBumesa pacKpbITHIE BOCKOBBLIE JOMHKH M BO3Je
HHUX CYeTHBILUHXCSA NMueJ-HAHEeH, OHA IOHSAJIA, YTO B ee yJbe, HaKOHell, HayaJao
NOSABISATbCSI HOBOE NOKOJIEHHE.

A BOT ¥ HOBOPOXJEHHbBIE KPOLIKH, Gyayuiue nmueabl-paboTHHubl. OHH
CMEIIHO NOTATHBAIHCh, BHIXOAS H3 BOCKOBBIX JOMHMKOB B CBOHMX MOKPHIX
TeMHBIX miaatbuuax. Kakue caabnie emte kpoiiku! TpyaHO maxe NMOBEPUTH,
YTO yepe3 HEeCKOJbKO YacOB OHM CMOTYT YyxXe NPHUHATH ydyacTHe B oOuieit
pa6ore.

Haxonen-ro!.. Memauduka BCA ropao BHINIPAMUJIACHL M OKHMHYJA Cya-
CTVIMBHIM B30pOoM yJael. Kakoit pagOCTHBHIH HxeHb!..
Ho He Bce pamoBanuch HOBOMY NOKOJeHHIO. TpPYTHH He pasjensiin
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o6ueit paxoctTH. — Kakas HenpuATHas MOJOZEKb!.. — TFOBOPHIH OHH
Mexnay co60if 0 muexax-paGOTHHIAX.

ATa MOJOAEKb CPa3y ke NMoKasana ce6s M Jana MOYYBCTBOBATH TPYT-
HAM: — Mu He napa crapbiM nyejJaM-paGOTHHLAM, OKOJIO Hac He NOTaH-
nyere. JloctaToyHO Ha Bac nopaboTaiau OHH!..

U BoT, KOrma Ha ABOpe yxe NMOSIBUINCHL NepBhie Gesble IIEJKOBHHKU H
80JIOTOM JIHCT CTaN yxkKe NpPATAThCA B BeTKax Gepe3, MOJOALIE IJIeUh-paboT-
HHLBI COBCEM NepecTald C HUMH LepeMOHHUTHCS.,

Memmndnka HHYEM He MOIJIA MOMOYL TPYTHAM H MOJYa CTOPOHHAACh
ux. Ho oanaxawb pano yTpoM, KOrma oHa He ycneJa elle NOJOXHTb ABYX
NMepBHIX SIMUEK, B YJabe NOMHSJICA TPEeBOXHBIN wyM. OH CTaHOBHJICA BCe
rpoMue M, HaKOHell, Iepelles B CBHPeNbiit BOM.

Meanmuduka nepecrana KJIacTb AHYKH H IIOCIEIIHO crajsa y6eraTb, Ha-
nyraiHas wymoM. Ho He ycmesa OHa chenaTb M HeCKOJbKHX ILIAros, Kak
feJas TOJNAa pa3’rOPAYEHHBIX M Pa3THEBAHHHBIX NueJ-paboTHHI GpOCHIACH
K ee HoraM. OHa OTCKOUYHWJIa OT HHX M B CTpaxe NpHiKalacb K BOCKOBOH
CTEHKe.

INuenbl-paGOTHHUBI THAMHCh 3a TPYTHEM, M TOJCTAK TPYTeHb, KDPEIKO
NMpHXKaB K GpIONIKY KPHIbA H 06e3yMeB OT CTpaxa, y6erax OT HHX.

OH xoTea cnpsATaThCst H GPOCHICSA K MYCTOH KaMOpKe, ycnes Jaxe BCKO-
YHTb B Hee, HO MueJL-paGOTHHLEI B OXHH MHT OKDYXHJIH €ro H Ha raasax
Menmidpuxu yOuIH.

Meamuduka, Bca Apoxa, elle ycnela KPHKHYTb: — Uro BH genaere?
3auem yb6uBaere ero?.. Ho oHH jpaxe He B3risHyJM Ha Hee H MOTHATHCh
8a APYTHM.

B yabe Hawanoce ucrpe6aenue TpyTHeit. Huxakue CHABI He MOram yxke
OCTaHOBHTb €ro, H TO BO3MYILEHHE, KaKOe BCe BpeMs HAapacTajo y muyed,
Cpasy BHIDBAJIOCh H OXBAaTHJO BeCb YJei.

TpyTHH, 3TH CHJAbHBLIE U 340POBHIE Ha BHJA MOJOJXLLI, Ha CaMOM Jele
OKa3aJHCh CaMbIMH 6e33alUTHEIMH H HUKUEMHBIMH CO3XAHHUAMH. Y HMX He
6LIO Jaxke Xajma, uTOOHL OTOMTHL HamajeHHe MNueJ, H HMX TaliHa OblIa
OTKpHITA.

Onu yGeranu, nagany, NPATaIUCh B NMyCThle JOMHKH, HO HX Be3Je Ha-
CTHraJH MOJOJbIE NMUeabl-paGOTHHLILI H yOUBaau. Kakoil cTpamHblii geHb! . .

Meamunduka 3abexana B camblil HaJdbHUHE yroJa M, CHpsiTaB roJOBy B
MycTOM JOMHK, BCA JpOXKana OT CTpaxa. Ee HauNIH TaM MUeJLI-HAHH H
ycnoxouad. HampacHo oHa Tak HCHyrajaach, Befb HeJab3sl e HHaye IMOCTY-
NUTb C TPYTHSIMH, €CJIH OHHM He XOTAT paboTaTh U Tak GecuepeMOHHO 06be-
HJAIOT yJaei.

Hakonen, B yJibe BOZBOPHJIOCH CIMIOKOUCTBHE M THIIHMHA. Texa TpyTHei
6LlTH  yxe BLIGPOLIEHE! H3 YyJAbf M MNUeJbl-paGOTHHIE MOIVIM Tenepb
CNIOKOHHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3amachl 3aroTOBJEHHble Ha 3HMY NPHHAAJIEKAT
TOJIBKO HM.
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ConHue Xrno, Hakanss Bce, U CNafKWin 3amax Mefa U BOLLUHbLI UACS
13 neTKa. BeTep Hec ero B OMycTeBLUEe MOME W APasHUI BCeX.

W BOT, HOYbIO, KOTAa 3TOT pa3orpeTblil CONHLEM 3anax Obln ewe cnawie
1 OCTpee, YeM AHeM, NMpuneTena Ha Hero BollaHka, cepasi, MpadHas U Hekpa-
cvmBas 6abouka.

OHa TsKeno onycTunach Hafg Aynaom W, OTbICKMBas MO 3anaxy CBOVMMM
ANVHHBIMW YepHbIMY YCUKaMW BOLLMHY, MOAMON3Ma K NEeTKY.

Y Hee 6bIn Kpyr/ble, KakK y COBbl, rnasa, HacyneHHbI cepblii XOX0N0K
N3 YellyeK W NenenbHble, A/IMHHBIE, KaK NnaL, Kpbibs.

— KT0 TamM?.. — uCnyraHHo cnpocwia n4yena-ctopoxmxa. — 3TO A, — TUXO OTBETM/A
BowaHka, — He 6oics...

OHa ocTaHOBMMaCb BO3Me fleTKa M XafHO BAOXHyna B cebs 3anmax
BOWMHbI 1 MeAa. BOT OTKyfa Heccs aTOT ClafKuid 3anax nuuy, Takoin He-
o6xoamMMoli ee Byaywum AeTAM.

BowaHKa BcA cbexunacb, nogxana Kpbinbs W, Kpagyyucb, Kak BOp,
npuéamsnnacb K neTky.

— KTto TamM? .. — ucnyraHHo cnpocuia u3 neTka nyena-CTopoXxmxa.

— OJT0 A4 — TUX0 oTBeTMNa BowaHka, — He 60lica... W oHa 6bICTPO
MPOCKO/Ib3HYNa MUMO LOBEPUMBOW MYENbI-CTOPOXUXN U cnpsATanach B y/be.
W 3pecb, Ha gHe ynbd, Cpeau copa M OCTAaTKOB BOCKAa, OHa MOCMELUHO pas-
bpocana cBou 6enble SAUYKN.

A yTpOM CONHLE 30M10TUNO NNCTbS Ha Gepe3ax M Muyenbl, 0OfHa 3a Apy-
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rof, noxerean 3a c6opom. Huuero He H3MeHHJOCH B yabe, Bce 6HI0, KaK
paHblLIe, H HH OJIHA H3 NueJ He 3aMEeTHJA CTPAIIHOIO HOYHOTO IOCEILCHHS.

Meanuduka, Tenepp yxe COMHAHAA H CUACTAMBAs XO3sfiKa yabd, CIO-
KONHO pacxa)KHBaja CpelH CBOHMX JOMHKOB.

Yero yxe ToabKO He 6u10 B yabe! M noanele 3akpoma xne6a Ha 3UMY
— NBJIBLEL C IBETOB, H 3anacH Meja Ha KaXAHA JeHb H, HAKOHell, YHCTHHA
COK C LIBETOB — CaMBIll JOPOTroit Men AJs LapHIlHL.

Bcero yxe 6ma0 pocratouHo B yabe. Ho myesam-paGoTHHUaM Kasa-
JOCb BCE €Ille MaJO H OHH NOMIpPEXHEMY KAaAHO NMPOAOJWKANH 3aNOJHATh
CBOH 3aKpoma.

ITpocro cMelwHO yxe GBIIO CMOTPETh Ha HHX, TaKHe XAAHLIE H CKyIbie
CTald 3TH MajeHbKHe, HCXYAaBLIHE OT HEMOCHJAbHOA paGOTH TPYXKEHHLHL.

A, Korzma HacTynajna HOYb H OTABIX JJIfA BCEX, OHH He HMEJH YyXKe IOKOS
H TPEBOXHO NPHUCAYLIHBASICb KO BCAKOMY LIOPOXY, KaK HACTOSIIHE CKPSATH,
He CIaJH BCI0 HOYb.

KoneuHo, oHH HemapoM Tak 6eCnOKOHMJHCh O CBOHX 3amacax. Bcem
6BlI0 Jeno ;Ao HX 6oraTcTBa, KO HMX 3amacoB Mega! CKOJIBKO JKeJaroliux
6b110 Ha HHUX. M OCHI, M lIepIUHH, H XaaHbBle MYeJH H3 APYTHX YJIbeB, 3a-
NpaBCKHe BODOBKH, 4YTO G6eperJH CBOe H He XaJeJH 4YyXOro, H maxe
6a60YKH.

Hanpumep, crpamnas MepTBas rojoBa — Takasi anaHass M Gecuepe-
MOHHas 0c06a, Kakasi, eCJH y:Ke BJIeTHT B yJeH, TO IJIOTHeT Meay He pa3 H
He JBa, a BHINbET ero J06pylo JOXKKY. A cama, CHIbHee BCexX mues, OTOPOCHT
HX CBOMMH KDBUIHIIAMH M BBUIETHT, KaK HH B 4yeM He OnIBaJO.

A xpoMe HaceKOMBHIX, pa3Be MaJO BCAKHX 3BEPbKOB, JXeJalOIHX IOJa-
KOMHTbCAA MeaKOM? U KyHHIBI, H KDOBOXAAHBIE 3eMJIEPOAKH, H MBILLIH.

OnuH pa3 maxe — XOpPOIIO, YTO NMYeJbl He KPEeNnKo Cnaju H OGbIH Ha-
CTOpOXKe, — OKOJIO JeTKa NMOJAHANACh HacTofllas MbIIUHHHAA ataka. Ho
MueJabl CPa3y YCABIIIAMH TPEBOXHBIA KPHK CTPaXXH O MOMOILUH, H B TOT XKe
MHT OHH BCe, KaK OJHa, CBHPENO GPOCHIHCH C BHICYHYTHIMH YKaJaMH K JIETKY.
Hy, u mocranocs xe mbimam! .. [MTyeasl BNIHBaJHCh B HHX, KyCaaH HX, 06-
JEeNnHBIIH HX CO BCeX CTOPOH M MpEeCIeAOBaJH AO TeX NOp, MOKA MBIIIH,
o6Ge3syMeBuiHe OT 60JH, He yOexaaH, KTO Kyna.

Tax nueasl ymead ceGs 3alUTHTb OT BCAKOTO Bpara, KTo-6b OH HH
6u1. U Bce-xe, HECMOTpPS Ha CBOIO XpabpocTb, OHH He CMOIVIH NPOTHBO-
CTOSITb TAKOMY HE3HAUHTEJLHOMY, Ka3aJloCh, Bpary, kakuM 6bina Bomanka.

Ouu crosau sichele. COMHUE 3aXHrajlo sipKHe OCeHHHe IBETHl, H OHH
IOropajaH, OTAAaBas MuejaaM CBOM MOCHeXHHUN CIaAKHA COK.

Ho nuean yxe He cCHellHJH JeTeThb 3a C60POM H, BeceJO NeperoBapH-
BasiCb, HEOXOTHO OCTAaBJfNH CBOM YIOTHHIH, NMOJHHIAI 3aMacoB JAOM.

A Korjaa moayJa XOJOAHBIA BeTep H CIPATANOCh COJHIE, OHH COBCEM
yxXe He XOTedH JeTeTb H KydykaMH co6upaiuch BOKpyr Memmudukn. Onu
rpeJad IpPYyr APyra U THXO, YAOBJIETBOPEHHO TYyHeJH.

Onu kak-Ghl TOBOPHJIH Mexay co6Goft o cBoeM 6GOrarcree, O CBOHX
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3amacax Mela H O BOJroi xoaonHo# sume. Ha pBope BeTep rHan xeiarthe
JHUCTbS, 2 B yiabe ORLJIO TENJIO H THXO.

M Bapyr, Memanduka ycablmiajna rae-To0 TaM, BHYTPH BOCKOBHIX CTEH,
wopox. OHa BCKOYHJIA M TPEBOXHO LIEJeCTs KpPBUIBIIIKAMH, MOJe3aa K
BOCKOBBIM CTEHKaM.

— BHI cablluuTe WM HET? .. — MCINYraHHo 3atpy6uina oHa. — Kro-To
TOoydT Haw jgom!.. H, oxBaueHHass npexuyBcTBHeM Gexnl, oHa nobexana
K NyeJaM.

Kakoit 3To 6bl1 cTpawnbiii mopox! OH cpa3y HarHal Ha M4eJ yac.
OHH B3BOJHOBAHHO 3aryjesH, 3aMaXaJH KPBbUIBIILIKAMH H IOJE3JH BCIOAY
MO yJbl0, Pa3bICKUBAsi CBOEro rje-TO CHpATaBLIErocsl Bpara.

H BorT, CpeaH BOCKOBHIX CTE€H ITOABAJbHOrO 3Taxa, rae OBIIM CJIOXEHH
Ha 3UMYy 3amnacbl MeJla U LIBETOYHOH NBIAbLBL, OHH 3aMETHIH TNOYEpHEBIIHE
KYCKH BOCKa, OTBAaJHBIIHECA OT CTEHOK.

TecHsicb U cO6uBas Apyr Apyra, mueabl OPOCHIHCH K MECTY pa3pylleHHs
H 37leCb BIPYT, HEOXKMAAHHO YBHAENH JJHHHBLIA KaK rajiepest XOoZ.

310 OBLIH, COTKAHHBIE U3 GeJOH LIeNKOBOH TKAaHH, HENPUCTYNHBIE JJIA
nyeJ TpaHLIeH, e KPenKo 3aceJd TIYCeHHIIbl, BbIBeJLIHECH H3 SIHYEK
Bomanku. Kak xuTpo oHM cnpsaTanuch ot nuea!.. Tenepb mueanHOe XKajao
HE MOTJIO ye NOCTaTh HX, H OHH HHKOro He 60sJIHCH U 6eciepeMOHHO MOJ-
PHIBAJH CO BCEX CTOPOH BOCKOBYIO NOCTPOMKY, MOXHpas BOLIUHY.

Hanpacno Meanucduka Hapesnacb, uto ee Xxpabpble BOSIKH-NUEJH!
CMOTYT OCTAaHOBHUTb HACTyMJeHHe ryceHuu. [ldyesbl HHUero He MOIJH Moje-
JaTh Y, 6eCCHJIBbHO JIOMasi CBOH Xaja O TBEPAYIO TKaHb, OTCTYMNAaJH.

Kakoe 3To 6b110 nevaapHoe oTctymnJieHde!.. BecnoMouHo cOHBIIHCH,
KANOOHO KYHOKA M Maxas KPBIIBIIIKAMH, OHH CHABaJM NO3HLMH, OIUH 3a
JDPYTHM, 3TaXH CBOEro JoMa.

Tenepp yxe KaXAbLI JeHb NPHHOCHA MM TOJBKO OJHO pa3pylleHHe.
Kak GbICTpO BHIDOC M OKpenm HMX CTpAlUHBLIA Bpar, 3TH MaJjeHbkKHe caabbie
YepBSIYKH, IPEBPATUBIIHECS TENMepb B TOJCTHIX MKENTHIX KaK BOCK TI'yCEHHI.

OHu OHICTPO pa3pylIaJd CBOHUMH CHJAbHBIMH YeJIOCTAMH CTpPOMHEIE
CTEHH BOCKOBOTO JOMa, OCTaBIsAsi 3a CcO6Of HCTOYEHHBIE, HCTJIEBLUIHE
IPYABI BOCKAa.

OHHu 6e3)aJOCTHO pa3jMBadH JOpPOrHe 3amachl Mela, H OH T'YCTHIMH
KaIlJIfMH NMajal Ha OHO YJbsl, CMELIHBAsCh C COPOM M NMayTHHOM.

YiKe KHCABIH, VAYULIMBLIN 3amax HanoJaHsAx Bech yaeil. OH ZOXOIMJ M
10 Meanudukn. OHa cuzxesa BHICOKO NOJ Kphiulell, MpaYHO HaepOLIMBLIHC,
npsiya HOXKH B IOTEMHEBLIHX YYJOYKaXx.

[Tuesbl-HSIHH OKpYXalH ee H, Maxas KPBbUIBILNIKAMH, CTApaJUCh ee CO-
rpetb. Ho oHa He 3ameuyana HX M, BAbIXast B ce6s 3TOT CTPAlIHBIA 3amax
TJEHHs, OlleNeHeBUIasi, HEMOABHXHO CHIEJA.

OHa MOJya CMOTpeJa BHH3, Tlleé BMECTO TeIJIBIX, YIOTHBIX BOCKOBBIX
KOMHaTOK, Bce O6oJbuie H 6OJbllle OTKPHIBAJIOCH YepHOe, NMYCTOe AYMJIO
IepeBa.
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Ha nBope 6bl10 xomomuo. HampacHo mnueas! BHIETaNH, HAZeACh elie
HaiiTH ce6Ge nHuly, BeTep 6e3XaJOCTHO MOAXBATHBAA HX M JajleKO 3a-
HOCHJI B NOJIE.

Tenepb 370 GblIH yKe He NMpPEeXHHE CHJIbHBIE M 340POBHIE PAGOTHHIH
B GJIECTALIMX NJIATbULAX, TOKPHITHIE 30JOTHCTHIMH BOJOCKAMH, a HCXY-
nAaswiKe o6aesable mueskH, GHICTPO nmoru6aBliMe OJHA 3a APYroM.

Meinupuka paBHOAYIIHO CMOTpeJsa Ha HHX, CaMa Takas Xe cepas H
noTeMHeBlIast, KaKk H OHH. Ee HHuTO yxe He Tporaso. Takke paBHOAYIIHO
CMOTpEJNIa OHa M Ha CBOH MOTACBAIOLIHH JAOM, YKDHITHIH, KaK MENJOM,
NayTHHOM.

Ho oxun pas, ona c1oBHO c6pocuia ¢ ce6s 3TO OlleNeHeHHe U, CEPAUTO
HaepOIUHBUINCh, THEBHO 3amaxana KphuIblLIKaMH. OHa 3aMeTHIa CpexH
MCTJEBIIErO0 BOCKA DAL CHITHIX, YePHHIX M HENMOABHXHBIX KYKOJOK., ITO
OLIIH OTKOPMJIEHHblE T'YCEHHUH BOILAHKH, NPEBPAaTHBLIHECS Telepb YiXKe
B KOKOHHI,

Ona xoTena 3aTpyGHTb CBOMM BJACTHRIM 6acoM H, yxe IPHIOIHSB-
HIHCh, C THEBHO TOPSILUHMH [J3a3aMH, BCS BRITSHYJaChb, UTOOK KHHYTbCSH
nepBofi Ha Bpara H BAPYr OCTAaHOBHJACh, H3XaB TOJbKO 6eCOMOIUHHA,
caabuii U HeyBepeHHHIH 3BYK. DTOT HeyBepEHHBIN, CIaOLIft MPHU3KIB IIAYXO
3aMep B gyIIe.

OHa paBHOAYIIHO NepeBeJa Ha MyeJ-HsiHEM B3Il H, KPENmKO HPHXKaB
K ce6e KpPRIIHIUKH, HEMOABHXHO 3amepya. OHH, KaK U paHbllle, OKPYKaJH
ee, FOTOBLHIE OTHATb 32 HEe CBOIO KU3Hb.

Xoson cTaHOBMJCH BCe HecTeplHMee, BeTep 3aBbIBad Ha JABOpe H,
yrpoxasi BceM, CBHPENO BpHIBAJICSA B pPacKphHIThle Temeph wwenu aynaa. OH
X0JONHOM JensiHOM cTpyeit oO6JMBAJX 1apuLly H ee HSIHEK.

TecHO npHxaBWHCL K MenmndHKe, OHH CTapaluCh COTrpeTb €€ CBOHMH
XyabIMH TeabuaMud. Ho, camu yxe okxoueHeBuide, 6oJbllle He COrpeBalH
ee H TOorjaa, pa3MaxuBasi c1aGbIMH KPBIILIIIKAMH, OHH MPO6OBaJH elle Bep-

HYTb ce6e yTpaueHHOe TemIo ...

A HOUBIO MOJHJI JeAAHON H0oxAb. He6o quI0 HA 3eMMIO MOTOKH Jens-
HOM BOJABLI M OHA, Maxasi Ha KYCThl, AepeBbi H 3eMJIO, 3aCTHIBajla BCIOAY
CKOJIb3KHM TNPO3payHBIM MaHULIPEM.

Ona magana ¥ Ha aynjao ¥ 6apabGaHusa H30 BCEX CHJ MO JETKY.

Meanmuduka cabimana, kak 3abuBaiacs ee Jerok. OHa comporanach
BCSIKMHA pas, KOoraa roJgoJsenuna, 3a6asiasschb, cTyyana JeASHHIMH IBO3ASIMH
MO ee pa3pylIeHHOMY THe3ny.

Ho ona e Buzena 6exbix JeAsIHBIX ABepell, HApaCTaBIIMX CHAPYXKH HA
ee setke. Jlem CTAaHOBHJCS BCE TOJILE M TOJIIE U, KPENMKO 3aKOHONAauHBas
OT BeTpa paCKpHLITHIE ILEJH AYIJa, NMOKPHIBAJX JNeAAHOA OGpOoHel JEeTOK H
Bech ee yJefi.
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HYRYWHA

JHUBAaTbCAA NTEHYHKH,

Hy u xpouwiku!.. YyTb-uyth no6oubiie daconaunn. CHauana
NMOSIBHJICA OJHWH, MOKPHI H TroJHd KaKk 4YepBAK, CMEHIHO CKa3aTb —
nepBeHell.

Myxoa0BKa BhIHyJa OCTOPOXHO H3 IOJ HEro NyCTyl CKOpJAyny H
BeIGpocusa ee H3 rHe3ga. OH He B cuaax OB Jaxe NONHATH TOJOBKY H
cpasy-xe YCHYJL

3a HHM NOSABHJCA APYroil, TOUb-B-TOUb TAKON-XKe, KaK NepBH, 32 APY-
MM — TpeTHi H, HaKOHell, BHIBEJCS YeTBepTHIM.

MyxoJs0BKa NPUBCTaJa B rHe3pe, YTOOH BHIOPOCHTbL NMYCTYIO CKOPJIYMY
M3 NOJ NTEHYHMKOB H, BIPYT, YBHAEAA PANOM CO CKODJYMOf ele OXHO
o — nsatoe. OHO GLIIO HEMHOI'O KpYIHee OCTaJMbHBIX, HO MO LBETY NMOUTH
He OTJHYAaJOCh OT SHI| MYXOJOBKH.

OHa omATb cesa Ha THe3fO0 M CTaja XKJAaTh, KOrJa M3 siiilla BHIIYMUTCA
nreHen. MyxoJoBKa NMpocHAesa Tak BeChb AeHb, HO AMLO NMPOJOMAKAIO He-
NMOABMXXHO JexaTh Ha Mecre. Tak mpouiex euie JeHb, U elle.

Ha nBope wen moxab, MyXOJOBKa KaK MOXHO UIHpe pacCKphiBaja
KDBUIbS, PHKPLIBasi HMH xeTefi. 3a IIYMOM JOXKJIAS OHA He CJABILIANa, Kak
TpecHys0 siio. OHa MOYYBCTBOBaJa TOJbKO, KaK NMOJ HE 3alleBeJHI0OCHh
KaKoe-TO XHBOE CYLIECTBO H Cpa3y-Xe CTajo ee ToakaTb. OHa mpuBCTaxa
H C HeTeperneHHeM oOllynaja KJIIOBOM ITeHLa.

Kakoit kpacusbifi ¥ 6oabuioft! .. Ho nreHen coBcem He 6bIM Tak yxe
KpacHUB, Kak efi ka3aJocb. Y Hero 6hlJa HeOGHKHOBEHHO LIHPOKasi C yray6-
JEeHHEM CIIHHA, COBEpILEHHO roJbifi, 6e3 BCAKOro MyMlIKa, Yepen MU CJHenble,
BHINYKJIbIE TJ1a3a.

OH cpa3y e NOJHAJCA Ha HOTH M CTaJd OLIYyNbIBaTh BOKpyr ce6s ro-
JBIMH KPBUIbSIMH, ¢ GOJBIIMM OTTONBLIPEHHBIM NajdblieM Ha crube.

Kakoe ypoauuie!.. Hemapom ke NTeHYHKH cpa3y NMOYYBCTBOBAJH B
HEM CBOEro Bpara M MCNYTaHHO NPHXKAJHCh APYTr-K-ApYyikke. BHJO, uero
Hcnyratbesa!

Joxap mepectan HATH H MYXOJOBKAa-MaTbh MoOJeTeaa 32 KOPMOM.

HoBopoxaeHHBIN, Ka3aJ0Ch, TOABKO 3TOro M Xxakx. OH BCTaX Ha HOTH,
BBICOKO MOJHAJX OOJIbLIYIO CJAENyl0 roJoBy Ha caabGofl uiee H, BHTSAHYB

y'}i{E C YTPA y oaHofi MYXOJOBKH, OAHH 3a APYTrHM, HauaJH BHIAYI-
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JaneKko BMEpex TroJne KPHAbR, CTalX, Kak pyKamH, OIUYNHBaTh HMH
BOKpYT ce61.

Hamynas cBOMM OTTONHIpEHHHM GOJBLIMM NajJbLeM CaMOro KpaiHero
NITEHLa, OH CTal TOJKAaTb €ro KPHJIbSAMH H 33J0M.

370 OGLIT YeTBEPTHH MO CYETY CaMbifi MaJeHbKHH H Caabblfl NMTeH4YHK
MyxoxoBkH. OH QOBepYHBO BCNPLITHYJ Ha LIHPOKYIO, KaK JOMNara, CIHHY,
YAOOHO NMOJCTaBJIEHHYIO Nepej HHM, H Cel.

H, B Ty xe MHHYTY, c/lenof NnreHel NMPHBCTAJ HAa HOTH H, NMOLIATHBAfACh
OT TSXKECTH, NMPHOIH3IUJICA K KPalO rHe3xa. 3Jecb OH OCTAHOBHJICH, OLLynaa
Kpall THe3ia H, pPacKauyHBafiCb H3 CTOPOHH B CTOPOHY, HEOXHAAHHO BHI-
OpOCHJA NTEeHYHKA H3 THe3ja.

Myxo/0BKa-MaTh He 3aMeTHJAa HCUE3HOBEHHs cBoero geteHmiwa. OHa
He yCneJa elle CeCTb Ha FHe3fo, KaK yxe yBHAeJa TOJbKO GOJbLIOH IOJIOK-
HHA pOT HOBOpOXAeHHOro. OH Jaiablie BCeX BHTACHBAJA TOHKYIO LIEI0 H
NMPOCHJ NMHUIH. MyXoJ0BKa TKHyJIa eMy B POT KOPM H Cpa3y XKe yJeTesa 3a
HOBHIM KOPMOM.

Kak Tosbko OHa yJerena, nrTeHel ONSITh BCTAX Ha HOTH M CTaJ CHOBA
HallyNHBaTh BOKPYr ce6si TOJABIMH KpPHIAbAMH. OH HMCKaJ BTOPOro IITeH-
YHKA M, HAallynas, BHIGPOCHA €ro TakK e, KaK H NepBOro.

B rHesze Tenmepb CTaJO0 NMPOCTOPHO, H JBa OCTaBLUHECS NTEHYHKA C
HCIIyTOM CHAeAMJIH 33 KaXAHM ABHXEHHEM CTPAlUHOrO Cocexa.

OH BHITAHYJX JAaneko CBOR Ge3006pas3HbIAl maJjel H HaLlyNbIBajd CaeLy-
I0ILer0o NTEeHYHKAa MYXOJAOBKH. OH BHIGPOCHJ H 3TOro TaKxke, KaK H Iep-
BHIX JABYX.

Tenepp ocTaBajics elle NMOCAeNHHH MO CYyeTy, 4eTBepTHIA. IDTO OHJI
nepBeHell, caMbll kpenkHA H 6oabmiof nreHen, OH cea Ha Kpai rHesga
BOHMHCTBEHHO HAaepOIUHJ MNepPHILUKH.

Myxos0BKa OnATh NpHJeTeaa C NMOJHHIM proM nuumu. Ho HampacHo
ee nepBeHell TOXe WHPOKO OTKPHBAJX POT H kano6HO npocua nuumu. OHa
He 3aMeuaja ero H, MONpexHeMY, CTajla KOPMHTb TOJbKO HOBOPOXACHHOIO
nTeHua.

Korma oHa yaerena, HOBOPOXJAEHHKH cpa3y xe NMOAHAJCA HA HOTH H
npH6JH3HICA K Kpalo rHe3fa. IDTO OHJIO yXe HacTosillee YyHOBHILE —
roJoe, cjJenoe H CTpaulIHoe.

IreHunk 3ameTusa NpHOAHKEHHE CAeNOro Bpara H, Xxpabpo HaepoOUIHB-
IIMCh, BO-BpeMs NMOABHHYJCHA Aajbliie, He NaB eMy Haulynatb cebs.

Ho caenoe uyxoBulile, HarpaBUB Briepe CBO# naJel, yxe LIynaao, Kak
NMaJaKkofi, TO MeCTo, Iie cHaea nreHuuk. HaxoHen, oHO GBICTPO M HEOXKH-
JAHHO OMYCTHJIO CBOE KPHIJIO NMPAMO Ha NTEHYHKA H €JBa He BHITOJIKHYJIO €ro
H3 rHe3ga. IlreHuHK 3auiarajics, HO, yAepxaB paBHOBeCHe, ONATbL OTOJABH-
HYJICSl B IPOTHBONOJOXHYIO CTOPOHY rHe3xa.

Xyxe Bcero OHJIO TO, UTO MaTh HH pa3y He MOJKpeNHJa €ro, H OH
YYBCTBOBAa/ CHABLHHIA roxoj. BOMHCTBEHHOe HACTPOEHHE ero TNMOHEMHOry
NpoOXoAuno, cMeHsAch caaboctbio. CoaHue y6alOKHBaAO ero TEMaOM H
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HaroHsMO APEMOTY, €ro HaepOlIEHHHIE MEPHIUIKH caMH Co60# OmyCKaXHCh,
B OH CTaHOBHJCA Bce OesyyacTHee K JeHCTBHAM CBOero nmpoTHBHMKa. Ha-
KOHell, He BbIAEP}KAB HaNpPSXKEHUsl, OH KPENKO YCHYII.

Tenepb ¢ HUM GHIO Jerue BCero CNpaBUThLCS, H OH Ge3 BCAKOH 60pbOH
6ul BLIGpOILEH M3 IHE3/a TaKkKe, KaK H ero 6paThil.

Bort, Koraa cralo coBceM NpocTOpHO B rHe3pe. [IreHen cpasy xe 3To
NOYYBCTBOBAJ H CIIOKOAHO 3aHAJM BCE THE3RO.

W yauBHTEabHOE HEN0, H3 CTPALIHOTO YPOIJIHBOTO CyLIeCTBa OH Mpe-
BpPATHJCA Tellepb B €aMOro OGLIKHOBEHHOro 6eCnOMOIUHOI0 NMTEHYHKA.

OH TOHEHBKO NHILAJ, TOYHO TaKkKe, KaK Nepen 3THM MUIIATH NITeHYHKH
MYXOJNOBKH, packpeiBaid 6ecnoMOLIHO pPOT M Xalo6HO NPOCHJA €ro Io-
KOPDMHTb.

Jlaxe CnMHa ero, STa CTpallHas Jonara, BAPYr BHIPABHAJIACh U CTajla
OOBLIKHOBEHHOR CNHHOR.

Myxox0BKa BeCh ZeHb 6e3 OTAbIXa KOPMHJIA €ro H BCe-TaKH He MOrjaa
AocHiTa HakOopMuTh., OH Bcerma Onla ronoaeH H 6e3 KOHLA NMHIIAJA H OTKPH-
Baa CBOH HEHaCHTHHA pOT.

THe3XHIIKO CTaHOBHJOCH JJs Hero Bce TecHee H TecHee. OH poc He-
OOLIKHOBEHHO OHCTPO. Ero Kpuibs yxe He MOMellatHCh B rFHe3jue, rojoBa
CBelIHBaJach 3a Kpafi, H OH Bce 6oJblie U 60Jbllle BHITECHAN CBOHX NMPHEM-
HHX poxuTeded.

Ho kpoluka MaTh BCce-TakH NMOMNpexHEMy YMyJpaJaach CnaTh B FHe3ne H,
yCaXXmBasiCb Ha CIIHHY TPOMaJgHOTO NTEHNA, CTaPadach MPUKPHTbL €r0 CBOUMH
MaJIEHbKHMH KPHJIbSIMH.

Ho, oxnaxaw, korga eMy OHIJIO yXe HACTOJAbBKO TECHO, UTO OH He MOr
6oablie MOMEILATbCA B IHe3le, OH BHIJIETENA H3 HEro.

Tenepn 5T0 6GhIIa yxe Goablias cepas NTHUA C AJHHHBIM XBOCTOM H
XeNTHIMH raa3aMd. OHa NyranBo W GeCnOKOHHO OrasaniBajach MO CTO-
pOHaM H NONpEeXHEMY TOHEHbKHM TOJOCKOM IHIajka, MOApaxas MyXo-
&OBKe.

OnH Jetanu 06a, BCTPEBOXKEHHbIE NMEPBHIM 1IarOM CBOero GOJbIOro,
®O elie GeCIIOMOILIHOrO JeTeHHINa H MOOYEPeAHO KOPMHIH €ro.

BoT oH onATL B3MaxHYJ KPHIIbSAAMH, HO, TOJJIETeB K AepeBy, BAPYr CO-
€KONb3HYJA € BETKH H HEJIOBKO yIaln B TPaBy.

W, B Ty-XKe MHHYTY, €ro KpoOllUe4YHHE POXHTENH TOXe CTPEMHTEILHO
ynamtu B TPaBy H, NMPOH3HUTEJBHO KPHUa, HA4YaJH YYHTb €ro, KaK MOJHATHCSA
¢ 3eMay. OHH BCSIUECKH MaXaJH KPHIIbSIMH, B3JIETaIH H ONMYCKAJHCh HaX HHUM.
Ho eMy He Tak-TO Jerko OLLIO MOAHATHCA ¢ 3eMadH. OH HEJOBKO NpHIraix
B TpaBe M, yAapsAsch PYAbI0 O CTBOJ JepeBa, He MOT B3jeTeTb. Hakowmel,
C TPYZOM BSJIeTeB Ha HHXXHIOIO BeTKy, OH cel. OTClofa OH nepeJeTesa BhIle
M TakK, C BETKH Ha BeTKY, ONATb NMOIHAJCA HaBepX.

Boablie OH yXe HE DHCKOBaJ JeTaTh B 3TOT JA€Hb. MyXOJOBKH He
OCTaBJSIM €r0 HH Ha MHHYTY M IO OuYepeIH KOPMHJIH.

OH OTKpHIBaJ rpOMaiHLI XKEATHIA POT M XaAHO XBaTak BCe, UTO OHH
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emy nasaad. M Bce-taku stoft nmuiu emy OwlIO HexoctaToyHo. OH cTaHO-
BHJCS Bce TpebGoBarelbHee H TpeGoBaTelbHee M NO NATAM INpeciaenoBal
CBOHX pomuTenei.

W Bapyr, 3TOT XamHbI JeTeHBII MYXOJOBKH NMONPOGOBal caM KJio-
HYTb GOJbIIYI0 TyCEHHLY H, NPOIVIOTHB ee, CTald OLICTPO YHHYTOXKATb HX
OJHY 3a Apyroi, noka He MOYyBCTBOBaJ Ce6si CHITHIM.

STO GLIIM BOJOCAThie T'YCEHHIBI, OHH IOJ3JH MO AepeBbAM, YHHUTOXKAA
Ha CBOEM IYTH BCe JHCTbs. J[pyrue NTHUH HE TPOTaJH HX, 60ACh KOJIOUHX
BpeJIHBLIX BOJOCKOB.

Hafins, HakoHen, TO, uero eMy He XBaTaJo, NTeHel cpa3y nepectal
NUUIATh TOHEHbKUM TOJOCKOM, INepecTajl pacKphiBaTb NOMHHYTHO pPOT H
npecaenoBaThb poguTeNeH.

A Korza oHM NpHJETEJNH K HeMY C MOJHHLIMH KJIIOBaMH IHUIIH, OH PaBHO-
OYLIHO OTBEpHYJCSl M NepeJjieTeJa Ha APYroe AepeBo.

Ha ytpo oH yaetex coBcem.

HanpacHo MyxoJOBKH 3BajH ero, Tackasi B KJIIOBax MNHILY, HampacHo
HCKaJH ero B Jecy H Kano6Ho mnuimand. OH GoJabllie He BO3Bpalajcs
K HHUM,

Beap aT0 6BIM yxXe He HX JETEeHHI, a XHUTHA Jeca, B3pociaas cepas
KYKyLIKa.
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BObb

XOJ BECHH

npuuia... WM MBa nocnemHo packpnia CBOH elle HeCO3peBIUHE
L|BETHI-CEPEXKH.

Kax crano Beceso Bokpyr! CoJHeyHHIN 3afiUMK 3anphLIrajJ Ha BeCeHHed
JAyXHLE H NPOJOMHI JeAoK. Pamyra saumrpana TeicsyaMH GpHI3r Ha pas-
OuTHIX abauHKax. M Bce 3anexo:

— Bo6roab, Bob6ioab!

HBa 6pocuia efl CBOM 30JOTHCTHIE 1BETHI-CEPEXKH M CKasaJja:

— Hapnens naatbuue, Bo6ioab, 3T0 Gyner TBOMH mepBhift Hapsn! . .

Bo6lonp nomHasa ¢ 3eMAH MAATbHUE H C JIOGONBITCTBOM pPaccMoOT-
pexa ero.

3rto 6Ha0 6apxaTHOe MAaTbHllE 30JAOTHCTOro LBera. J{OXAb BCHPHIC-
HYJ ero CBOMMH JAYXaMH H OHO NaXJO CBeXeCTbl0o H MeaxkoM. Bob6oJb ¢
YAOBOJILCTBHEM Hajena ero. Ha HOXXKH OHa He 3Haja, uUTO eit HaxeTb. Bokpyr
Hee eule ORIIO coBceM mycto. HakoHen, OHa Hallja NMOTeMHEBIUIHE CKOp-
JYNKH OT NPOUIJIOTOAHHX XeaAyAel H BCYHYJNa B HUX HOXKH. Henbas cka3ats,
yTOGH GOTHHOUKH Yy Hee ObuIM yno6Hhle, HO BoGloapb Oblia paga um. Ha
roJIOBKy OHa HaGpoCHJa CepeHbKMA NJIaTO4YeK M3 CyXOro JHIIafHHKa H
OXXUBJEHHO KpHKkHYyJIa Hse:

— S uny yxe!.. U BoGroap mowaa. [lepBmx, ona pa36byauia Martb
H Mauexy.

— TIlpocunafiTech CKOpee, — BeceJO CKa3ala OHa, — Ha JBOpe YxKe
Tenyo! .. U oHa cllerka NpHOTKPHLJIA KX KOP3HHOYKH C LIBETAMH.

310 6HAH nepBule BeceHHHe LBeThl. OHH CMYILEHHO BCTpPENMeHYJAHCh H
onycTuaH nepea Bo6ioab cBOHM HepacKpHITHIE 3eJIeHBle TOJOBKH. Bob6ioab
ropsiyo 3aulenTajna UM:

— Cxkopeft xe, ckopeft mpocenafitecn!.. W ona momoria UM pas-
JBHHYTb IIVIOTHO CXaThle 3eJeHhle JHCTOYKH, CKDHIBaBLIHE HX CBETJIO-
JeJITHEe 1BEeTHI.

Koraxa Matb H Mauexa HafeaH CBOH HapsiiHble NJaThsl, Bo610ab 06CH-
naja HX neabLed.

— BoT BH H roToBH yxel.. — o6JerueHHo ckasajna oHa. — Temneps,

9TO BOBIOJIb!.. paxgoctHo BckpHkHyna MBa. — CmoTpHTe, OHa yxe
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KOTJa MPHJETHT K BaM LIMeJb, O6MaxbTe e eMy Nulablelt rojJoBky, 6powm-
k0 H aankH. IlycTb OH Bechb 6yaeT meaTnifi. OH nepeHeceT Bally NBIAbIY
Ha Jpyrue uBeTH «Marb H Mauexa», ¥ Te UBETH JAAYT KpeNnKHe H 3J0pPOBLIE
ceMeHa.

H BoGroab HanpaBHaach K ZOMHKY wiMeas. Ho kak emie GHIIO mycTO
H OXHHOKO BOKpYr! JIOMHK LUMeJas CTOSJ elle Kpenko 3aGHTHI H JABEpb
ero OhlJia HarJayxo 3ajJoXeHa 3eMJeit.

Bo61oJab nogonIa K JBepH H HeTepIeJHBO NOCTyyana. 3a ABepbI0 GHIIO
Bce THxo. Torma oHa mocTyyaja eule pa3, H H3 JOMHKa, rie-to riay6oko
nox 3emJjel, pasfajics COHHBIA M HeJOBOJBHHIH 6ac:

— Kro tam?

— 310 1, Bo61oab, — ckasana oHa, — nopa BcraBaTh! M oHa nomoraa
€My pacCKpHIThb ABepb.

W3 HOpKH moka3sajcsi MOXHATHIA IWUHPOKHH KOHYMK GpIloliKa U ABe 3aj-
HHe janku. llIMean msaTuics 3agom, Beirpe6as 3emito. OH BhlIe3 U3 HODKH,
PanoOCTHO 3arynes H, OTPSXHYB CBOe JOpPOroe IJIIOlIeBOe IJaTbe OT 3eMJIH,
CTPEMHTENBLHO NMOAHSJCS B BO3AyX. BoGloJb KpHKHYyJIa eMy:

— Jletu npsMo, TaMm XAyt Te6d yxe MaTtb M Mauexal

Jopoxka koHuUMJIach, H BoGroJab yBupgeaa notxe., Tam Bce OHUIIO Yxke
sejieHOe W BeceJioe OT coJHuUA. HaBcTpeuy et jeTeam XypaBaH H cephle
HELE 8

OHa npucena Ha KamelleK, YTO6GHI HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTb M BIDPYI YCJHI-
1aja 3BOHKYIO JHKYIOLLYIO MeCeHKY. 3TO INeJdH OBCAHKA M 316JuK CBOM}
BeceHHH ayaT. IlecHa 6nina mpocTtasi, KaKk ¥ CaMH NTHYKH, HO MOTOMY-YTO
9TO OHlJIa BeCEHHss MeCeHKa, NMOCBslleHHass Bo6ioab, B Hell GHLIO MHOIO
pamxocTH.

— Ecan-61 s Moraa, ckasana Bo6ioab, s1 caymana 66 Bac 6e3 KOHIA,
HO JleHb TaK KOPOTOK, a MHe elle TaK AAJeKO HATH ...

U Bo61osb 03a60YeHHO ONpaBHIa TAXeJhle GaliMayKd M MOounia Aajb-
we. Eft HyxHO 66110 npoiiTH K 60JOTY, H OHa HanpaBUJach TYAA.

Ho He Tak-To mpocto 6mn0 po6pathesi 10 Goaota. Kakas Tonkas u
Bsiakast 6nlna ere BOKpYr 3emast! BoGloab cpasy yBsidna B CBOMX TsKEJNBIX
GOTHHOUKAX M OCTAaBHJA HX B 3eMie.

— Mon 6ammaykH!.. — BCKPHKHYJa OHa M, HAKJIOHHBIUHMCH, BHITA-
LI{HJIa UX U3 TPSA3H.

OnH 6H1H BCe B 3eMJe, H Bo6Ioab ¢ TPYAOM Hajena HX Ha HOXKH. OHa
CTOfia Tenepb CPeAH TOMKOro Jjyra M GecnnomouHo orasanBatack. Ho ee
yXe 3aMeTHaa XepasHka. OHa ycnesa NMPOCHYTbCA NMOCHe 3MMHEH CISUKH
H Temepb CHIeNa Ha KOYKe.

dto 6Hna MajeHbKasd KpacaBHLaA JATYILIKA, BeceJoe M TpalHO3HOe
co3nanbuie. OHa yxe BblJIe3/a H3 BOALI H BECeJO Ipesach Tenepb Ha CBOEM
Gepexxky. IIpuBcTaB Ha 3aJHHE JaNKH, JePASHKA NOBEPHYIaCh CBOUM XHBO-
THKOM K B0610JIb, 4TOGH OHa MOTJIa BHAETb €€ OPAHXKeBO-KPacHble H TeMHO-
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VI3 HOpPKM MOKasa/icd MOXHaTbI LUMPOKMIA KOHUMK GplolikKa W 3afHue fanku. Lmenb
NATUCA 33A0M, BbIrpe6as 3emsto.
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rony6ble KpanmuHKH, H BO BeChb r0JIOC PajgoOCTHO 3aypuaja, NPHBETCTBYS
Bo61osb cBOeit HeXHO# meceHKOH.

— Ilpwiraii Ha kouky! 3mech TBepaas 3eMias!.. — KpHKHyJa oHa. U
CIPHITHYB C KOYKH, JepJisiHKa nokasana Bo6roae mopory.

B xaxno#l mMaleHbKOH JyXHIle yxe NJaBaJHd H CyeTHIHCh KpOLIeyHble
CO3JaHbHLA: JHUYHHKH KOMapOB, BOJAsIHble OJIOLIKH, KYYKH-BEpPTSUKH,
TJIaBYHLEL.

— Kak xopouro, uTo BH yxe He cnHTe!.. — pagoCcTHO Cka3ajaa Bo6roab
JKyukaM. Bokpyr Hee eie 6bIIO Tak MyCTO, YTO OHA Ja}e MOIAyMaja, uTO
HanmpacHO mpHuia Tak paHo. Ho 3To Toabko eif Tak moka3anocb. Oubxa
yxe Obla NMOKpHITA CepeXXKaMH-IBETAMM, M3 3eMJH NOKa3alHCh BCXOJHI
6OJIOTHOH KaNyXKHHMLBL, a BLOJb Oepera CTOsja J0O3a, TOXE BCS NMOKpPHITas
yxe CBOHMH CepeHbKMMH OapallikaMH-LBETaMH, M Tpejachb Ha COJHLE.

Uubucnl 3ameTuaud Bo6rosp M, BhLIETEB M3 CYXOr0o ouepera, MOILHSJIH
PalOCTHYIO CYeTy H KpDHK.

H Bce-TakH, HECMOTPSI Ha PafOCTh, UX KPHK OBbLT TaKOH KaM0GHBIH, YTO
BoG1osb, 3aThIKasi yIIKH, CMesiCb, KDHKHYJA HM:

— JI0BOJMIbHO, JAOBOJBHO!.. [, OTBepHYBIIHCb OT HHX, OHA HAKJIO-
HHJIACb HaJ BOAOH M NoO3BajJa TPUTOHA.

UepHBIii TPHTOH CTPEMHTEJILHO IOXHSAJACS Ha IOBEPXHOCTh BOAHI H,
IIOTHYB CBEXXEro BO3JyXa, roJ0BOH BHH3 CMYILUEHHO crnpsATaicsd oT Bo6ioab

Ha JHO.
— $1 cefiyac, Bo610Jb, — KPHKHYJ OH ei U3 BOAHl, — 5 cefiuacl.. U on

MOCIMEeNUIHO HayaJ CMEHSATh AOMallHee CTapeHbKOe MJaThe Ha HapsOHBIN Ke-
HHXOBCKHI KOCTIOM: OPaHX€BO-KPAaCHYIO C YePHBLIMH KPalHHKAMH XHUJIETKY
M AIpKHI NpUUYYAJIHBHINA rpebeHb Ha CIIMHE H XBOCTE.

Kakoit nmpasgHHUHBII M CYACTIAMBBLIA BHIHBIDHYJ TPHUTOH M3 BOALI H
nobexan mo Gepexky HaBcTpeuy BoO6ioab.

— Kak!.. — BockIHMKHysna OHa, CMefCb, — TH Yyxe B OpayHOM Ha-
paze?.. U, B BocTropre, oHa 3axJjomnajna B JaXOLIKH.

Kak ropno u caMoyBepeHHO TPHTOH-XKEHHX IOMNOJ3 CPeIH KOueK M MxXa
HCKaTbh CBOE CHaCThbe.

CosHllEe CBEeTHJNO BCe sipue M sipue, H JHEM CTaJO HACTOJBKO TEILIO,
YTO KpacCHble COJAATHKU BCE BHIIE3JH HA NMeHEeK H Jerdd OTAbIXaTb NPOTHB
conHUa. YBupaeBiin BoO6loab, OHH OXHBJIEHHO 3aCyeTHIHCh H PajOCTHO
3allenTajiuch Mexnay coOoMi.

Ho kak 6nictpo yuino temao! CoJHile CBETHAO HEHLOJrO M, KalpHU3HO
YKPHIBIIHCH OO6JaKaMH, CIPSTAIOCh OT BCEX.

Bo61oab nocryuana kpory. OHa MOJOLLIA K €r0 JOMHKY, 3aBaJeHHOMY
PHIXJON 3emJel, H KPUKHYyJA:

— 3710 1, Bo6roan! Brixomu!..

Kpot 6b11 emie oueHb riay60ko MOX 3eMieil, HO OH Cpasy ke yCABIIaX
ee TOJOCOK M INMOCMELIHA K HeHl HaBCTpeuy.
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Kakofft npa3gHHYHLIff ¥ CYACTAMBBLIA BHLIHBIPHYA TPHTOH M3 BOAW R moGexax
no Gepexky HaBcTpeuy BoGioab.



BoG6roJab xpaana ero. Korpa oH, HakoHel, BEI6paaC U3 CBOEro YepHOTO
KaK TYHHeJb KODPHAOPA, COJHIE yXe CKPHIJIOCh 32 TYYaMH.

OH BHIIE3 H, OTPAXUBAS 3EMJIO, PaXOCTHO NOJHSJI BBEPX CBOE CMELIHOE
PHUIbLIE C KPYIJBIM KaK INsiTayeK, HOCOM.

— O!.. — BckpHYaJx OH BO36YXHEHHO, — S JHaBHO YyxXe xJjaan Tebs.
W pamocTHbl, OH mo6exan, CKPHBasCh CpeId NPOUJIOTOAHUX JHCTHEB H
MoJomo# TpaBel. Ho kak Bapyr crano xoxonHo. [lomya Betep u copsax ¢
Ay6a xeatbit auct. Hap Bo6iosb npoJeten XyK-HaBO3HHK H NPOXKYXOKAM:

— Y, xak xoaomno!..

Bo6rosb naoTHee 3aBsi3afla BOKPYI WIeH CBOM TeNJALIA NJAaTOYEK H
cnpsTazach 3a KJIeH. 31ech He Tak AYyJa BeTep.

— AW, BCKpHKHyJa OHa, — KTO 3TO?..

— 3710 51!. . — nponuiaia Xyxeauia-Beankad. OHa MOCNELUHO M0A3Ja
Ha CBOHX IJMHHBIX, OBICTPHIX HOTaX, XHIIHO BBICMATpHUBasi AOOHUY.

— 3Hmecb HHKTO He CNpSATanACa?.. — CHPOCHJIA OHA, NOJO3PHTENBHO
OIISAABIBAsACh BO BCE CTOPOHHL

— Her, ucnyranso orsernsna Bo6oJab, — 51 He BHIENa HHKOTO.

U cTpamnas xyxeauna-BeJIMKaH NMPOMNOJ3Ta MUMO.

He60 craHOBHIOCH TeMHee W TeMHee. DTO uepHas Tyua OTKYAa-TO
6LICTPO BHINOJ3aNa, Hecsl ¢ co6oft AexsAHOM XOJOX.

— Tawm gynao B ay6e, — ckasana Bo6iojab MajleHbKHMM NTHUKAM, — H
NMyCcTOe THe3J0 AATJIAa, NPAYbLTECH CKOpee, TaM Temio!..

He coxHune aH Tak XeCTOKO MOMIYTHIO Haj 316JHKOM, MEHOUKOI-Bec-
HAHKOMA M JAPYTHMH MaJeHbKHMH NTHYKAMHM, NOCHEIIHBIIMMH IPHJIETETh
NMepBHIMH? DTO OHO HAPOYHO 3aKPHLIOCH XOJOTHOH Tyuel H He OCTaBHJIO
Ha 3eMJle HH KaIIM TemJa.

Kak mpoxan KpoT, 3aCTHrHYTHIA JeISHHIM BETPOM CpeId JIHCThEB M
TpaBel. Ero ypoaauBble Janku 03164 H ocaabenu, ¥ OH HE B CHJIaX ObLI
KONaTh MMH 3eMJIIO.

— Bo61woab, — xkaA06HO CTOHAA OH B TEMHOTE, — IMOMOTH MHe HaMTH
Mmo# pomuk!.. I'me Thi? .. Y oumwynblo, OH MOJ3 NO XOJOXHBIM, 3aMepP3IUUM
JHUCTbSAM.

— $I He Mory HailTH ABepH, CTOHAJ OH, TONMYach Ha OJHOM MecTe. Berep
3arayuian ero caabhulfi rOJOCOK, a OT XOJ04a OH noTepsax o6OHSHUE.

Bo6ioap 6nita Hepmaseko oT Hero. Ho oHa apemana B rHesgbIlIKe
CHHHUKH-DeMe3a U He CJbllIajJa ero roJjoca 3a INymMOM aepeBbeB. Kakoe
CYacTbe, YTO BeTep CXKAMHJICA Haj Helt U 6Gpocus et 3Ty BETKY C NpOLUIO-
TFOXHUM THE3NOM, 3TOT TEIUIBIN YVIOTHBI NOMHK, HCKYCHO CBHTHII M3 MXa H
MayTHHBl TYCEHHUL H BBICTJAHHBLIA BHYTPH NMYXOM H IUEPCTBHIO.

Ho Bapyr Bo61oab MOKa3anoch, YTO KTO-TO KaJIOGHO U THXO ee MO3BaJl.
Torma oHa BCKOYHJIA H, BLICYHYB I'OJIOBKY H3 KPOLIEUHOro 6OKOBOT'O OTBEp-
CTHA B THe3je, 'POMKO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Kro Tam? ..

Xomoxublft BeTep yAapHJa eft B aMI0, a Tyya 6pocuia B Hee CBOeMH rpo-
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MajgHOM mNpUropiuHeR JgeasHylo kpyny. Bo6ioap cxanach oT XxoJdozaa H
cnpsAtanach B rHe3ge. OHa Tak M He ycablllaja KpoTa.

EnBa nepeaBurasi Janky, KPOT NPHUOGIH3HJICA K THE3LY H HECKOJBKO
MHHYT TOMNTAJCHA Ha MeCTe, He YYBCTBYA, KaKk 6Ju3k0 OT Hero BoG6wiab. Ero
GapxarHast yepHas 1y6Ka, HECMOTPsl Ha JOpPOroifl Mex, INIOXO rpejJa M OH
OGLICTPO KOYEHeJ OT XOJOoHa.

JlensHas kpyna cMeHHJIachb CHeroM. Berep MOJHHMAN Tenepb CHEXHYIO
NelIb U 6pocan ee HanpaBoO W HajxeBO. XOpowIO OBJIO TOJBKO TeM, KTO
ycneJ CKPBITbCS B TelJble HODKH H, NMPUTAHBIUMChL TaM, CIHaJl.

2Kymenuua-BenukaH, yBAEKIHCh OXOTOM, TaKKe He ycrnesaa CIpATATbCA
H, OlLlelleHeB OT XOJIOJA, HEMOJBHMHO CHJEJNa CpPelH JOPOTH.

He ycnen po6exatp g0 BOABI U HEIDHYTh I'OJIOBOH BHH3 TPHTOH-XEHHX
H B CBOEM HapsiiHOM GpayHOM KOCTIOMe PacTepsiHHO OCTAaHOBHJICA B TpaBe,
INOKPHITOH CHEeroM, U 6eCHOMOIIHO XAaJa TelJa.

Toubko XepJasiHKa ycresa BO BpeMs YHTH cO cBoero 6epexKa B HII.

Bclo HOub 3MMa, HEOXHIAHHO BEPHYBIUHCb NOMOM, lIyMesa U CEepAH-
Jachb Ha Bcex.

— Kto Habpocas Ha 3emMy10 TPaBHI? .. — KpHYaJa OHA HeJXOBOJbHHM
rOJIOCOM.
— KTo nmoJe3 Ha nepeBbsi H HaBeCHJ CEPEXKHU?P .. — BH3)Kala OHa.

— Krto oTkpbln paHbllle BpeMeHH 1BeTHI?.. KTO BHINMYCTHA M3 HOPp
3BEPbKOB H HaCEKOMBIX? ..

Ona wymena, 6pri3raja X0J0XHOM CAIOHOM U cyeTaUBO 6erasa mo Moo,
Jecy 1 60J0Ty, pa3bICKUBasi BAHOBHHKA HapYIIMBIIETrO €e MOKOIl.

U Bce cpa3y 3aMepsio H NMyrJHBO MONPATANOCH MOX 3eMJeil.

Bo6oJab mpuTanaach B THE3ALILIKE H BCA APOXKada OT CTpaxa.

HanpacHo 3uMa HcKana ee M liapuaa KOCTAfABOH PyKo# MO BeTKam
nepeBseB. HanpacHo oHa 37M06HO BhIAA:

— He 3xecp s cnpsitanace Bo6loas?.. He oHa M BcmoJaolinaa Bcex
paHblile BpeMEeHH M NOJHAJIA CO CBOHX MeCT?..

— $1 y6b10 ee! .. — BblIa OHa M C TPOMKHM BH3rOM HeCJach xajiblie Mo
MOJISIM H JIecaMm.

Bo6osb B3nparuBana OT BOSI ¥ BH3ra M eme riaybxke npsitajna roJoBky
B TEIUIbIH MyX, MEePEeBUTHIA LIEJIKOM U3 TOHKHUX NAyTHHOK.

Bcio Houp 6yweBana 3uma. Ho yTpoM oHa yTHxJa M, ycCTanxas, mo-
6pesa Ha ceBep.

[lepBhIit po6KO 3acTyuas MO COCHe AATEN U €TakX GYAMTH NMTHU.

— Bcrapaiite! .. — ckaszax oH, — 3uma yxe ymaal!.. Ho He Bce
NTHYKH TPOCHYJHCb B 3TO XoJoaHoe yTpo. IleHOouka-BeCHAHKA H HeXHas
3apsiHKa He OTBETHJIH NATJIY BeceJoi MNeCeHKOfl.

Bo6woabp yBupesna HX, KaK TOJbKO BBITISHYJAa M3 rHe3xa. Uro HaATBO-
pHJIa 32 HOUb 37asi crapyxa! Ona yO6una paHHHMX NTHYEK, 3aMOPO3HJIa MOJIO-
Able moGern M JHUCTOUKH, M XKECTOKO Hakasana GexHoro kpota. OH TOxe
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Bcio HOub 3MMa, HEOXHJIAHHO BEPHYBIUMCb AOMOf, WIyMena H cepavnacb Ha BCeX.

JiexaJ HelaJIeKO OT CBOell HOPKH, MOBEPHYBLIKCh Ha 60UeK U ero ypoJJaHBhie
JanK{ HeNMOJABHXHO 3aCTHIIH B BO3JyXe.

Bo61oab nog6exana K HeMY H, HAKJIOHHUBIIHCh, HCITYTaHHO MO3BaJja €ero,
HO KpOT MoJa4aJ.

— IIpocuuce! TIlIpocHuch!.. — TOpMOMIMAA OHa ero, — aa, npo-
CHHCb Xe!..
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HanpacHo coJHIEe XOTeN0 3ardaluTh CBOIO XKECTOKYIO 1IYTKY H CBETHIO
Tenepb TaK CHJIBHO, YTO BCEM CTaNO paxe xapko. Ho »xapa e pa3Gyauaa
yXe KpOTa, He pasbyauia M XKyXKeJUIH-BEeJIWKaHa; OLiENEeHeB, OHA TaK H
cHesa CpeH JOPOrH, He ABHrasich ¢ MecTa. He BepHyJsa K XH3HM JKEHHXa-
TPUTOHA, He YCMEBIIEro HaHTH CBOE CYaCThbe H B CBOEM SIPKOM, BeCeJOM
6payHOM KOCTIOME Kpenko ycHyBuiero. He corpeics u mmeab H, BMecTe C
ONaBLUIHMH CEpPeXKaMH, BeCb YKPHITHI nblableH, Jgexan NMojx HBOM.

— O... — wenraja B oTYafgsHHH BoO610ab, — KaKk paHO f NPHILIA H
KaK paHO s pa36yxuaa Bacl..

Ho coanue He mano eft noaro neyaautocd. CKOpoO MaleHbKHE NTHUKH,
nepBble, PaJOCTHO 3alleJH CBOH IEeCeHKH, PACKPHLIH CBOM YalleYKH LBETH
«Matp U Mauexay H BCe ONATb OXKHJIO.

Huxomy He 6GBLIO yxe gesa IO MepPTBHIX NTHYEK, O KPOTa, AO XKYyXe-
JHUBI-BEJHKaHa, A0 HapSJHOrO TPHTOHA, BCe OLIMM 3aHATH CBOHM JMEJIOM.
TONbKO XYKH-MOTHJBLUHKH CNELIUJIH HCIMOJHHTb CBOA MPAyHHIl MOXOPOH-
HbI O06pSAJ M CYeTHJHCh HaJ HHUMH.

BoG6roJsib ocTaBuiIa MevaJbHOE MECTO M NOIJa Jajbllie, HAaBCTPeuy Npo-
6yXaarouencs XU3HH.

— CHuMH CBOH mepcTAHON mJiatoyek!.. — CKasalo el coJHue. —
CeronHsa 6ymeT xapkuifl npa3gHHYHHIN AeHb. K1 Bo61osb cHsina mepcTAHOA
NJaToYeK.

— CHHMH H CBOe Temjaoe IJaTbHue, A xam TeGe Apyroe, — cKasajlo
coaHue, H Bo6Gloab cHANAa cBoe 6apxaTHOe THAXKeJOe IIaThbUIE.

CoJumue 6pOCHIO eif MyUHCTOe MJIaThe JHUJIOBOTO 1[BeTa, MPHrOTOBJEH-
HOe AJS COH-TpaBbl. BoG6oab pa3byauia 3TH APEMJIOLIHE HEXHbIE ILBETH
H oJe]a HX.

Boablle He GHIIO yXe XOJOXHBIX HHeEMH.

Cepble BOPOHHI NpPa3gHOBAJU CBOE HOBOCEJNbE M CAAUJIHCh HAa THe3xa.
Bhire3na u3 3uMmHero y6ekHilna uepHas rajloka H, CNpsiTaBIIMCh B TpaBe,
CMOTpeJNa OTTyJAa OCTPbHIMH XMIIHBIMH riaa3damMu. CoJHIE He Xaxeno yxe
HHuero u 6pocajo NMpsAMO NOJ HOTH PasHOLBETHHIE HAPSIHI.

— Bui6upaii, Bo610oJb, — roBopHIO OHO e, — BeIOHpal Bce, yTo Te6e
HpaBuTtca. Y Bo61osb, BO36YKIEHHAA H CUaCTAMUBasA, 6pocanach TO K OLHOMY,
TO K IPYroMy IJIAThHLY M XXaJHO COGHpast HX BCe BMECTe, CMeSICh H Panysch
rOBOPHJIA LIBETAM:

— Ceflyac, cefivac!.. $ Bcex omeHy... — u BoGloab pasmaBana Ha-
NMpaBO H HAJEBO IJIAThA.
— 3TOo TBOe, — TrOBOpHJAa OHa MeayHHue. U, BHIHYB po3oBoe Hamy-

LIeHHOe MeJOM ILIaThbHIle, OTAABajda ero MeayHuue. Toponsicb H NMpoJHBast
Men Ha TpaBy, Bo6oJb HalHBaNa IO Kpasl MOJIHBIE YalleuKH IIBETOB MeIOM.

— Tebe... — roBopuia OHa CMOJIKE, — BHAHIIb, KaKOe IpKOe MaJH-
HOBOeE IIaThHLE ... TeGe He HaXO HUKAKHX AyxoB. Ha TBo# uer mpuaersr
THICSIUH MaJIeHbKHX Myllek, 6a6ouek, nuesoxK H mpaxe mmeneit. Te6Ge Hevero
6oATBCA 32 CBOIO NblabLy ... Hanepait, HameBalt ero ckopee!..
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H BoGroap menpof pykot pas6packiBaia coMHeyHHe nogapku. Ho we
BCe OBIIM HOBOJBHH B0610ab.

— Hame naatbHne HHKYyZA He TOXMTCH, — CEPAHTO TOBODHJIH el Ma-
JeHbKHe JaHABIH. — TH HapouHo BHIGpana AJAA HAC TaKHe JeLIeBHe,
npoctrle, 6eabie nuatbd. KTo Hac 3aMerut B HuX? .. Kakas raynas myeaxa
HIH 6a60YyKa NPHJIETHT 3a Hawel nuabuei? M 0GHXKeHHO, JaHAHIIH OTBO-
paunBaauch oT BoGroab. Ho Bo6ioab, cMesich, BHTacKHBala yxe (JAaKOH
JYXOB H rOBOpHJIA:

— Bl HHuero He nonumaete! Heab3st BceM OHTb pa3ogeThiMu. Hapsaan
6LICTPO mpuenaloTcs. §1 Haxywy Bac...

U ona snuia npsMO B CepelHHYy MX udallleyeK KpenkHe, CHAbHHE, AypMa-
HALHE OYXH.

— O...—roBopuia OHa, — Tenepb BacC Aaxe HOYbI0 HaAXYT 6a6OUKH
H OTHECYT Bally NBLIBIY, KyAa HYXHO ...

Ho urmnoBHHKYy OHa 6pocuia 3aBsfi3aHHOE B 3eJeHH nmakeTHK GaexHO-
pPO30BOe MJIAaTbHIlEe H Cepbe3HO, yxke He CMesdCb, CKasaja:

— Cnpsiup! .. Te6e paHo euie ero HajgeBaTh... Korga TH ero Hazge-
Helllb, TBOH IIBETHl CKaXXyT HaM, YTO BeCHa yxe KOHYHJIACh...

U HaxmypenHasi, HeMHOTO omneuajieHHas, Bo61oJb nepefana UHNOBHUKY
KPeNnKO CBA3aHHBIN 3eJIeHBIH NaKeTHK.

C xaxnabMm yuacoMm Bo6roJsb cTaHOBHJIACh BCe NMPEKpacHee H MpeKpacHee.
Tenepp yxe KawIBIA XKYK XKy#oKaa eft 06 aToM, kaxnaas 6abouka, nmyejaa H
Jaxe MaljeHbKasi MyIIKa BOCXHUIAJMHCh €l0.

U Bo61oab, aTa MajieHbKasi KOpOJeBa BECHHI, lIVIa MO CBOEMY POCKOLI-
HOMY KOBpPY H PaJOCTHO IOBODHJA BCEM:

— Toponureck xuthb! BrIXoaHTe MOCKOpee H3 HOPOK, CTpOATE CKOpee
THe3/a, BHICHXKHBaNTe MOCKOpee NTEHLOB...

ATO 6GHIIO ee cYaCTIMBOE H pafocTHoe mwecrBue. Ho BecHa mpuxoauaa
K KoHLy. [ITHUBI CNEIIHAM HAKOPMHTb CBOHX XAAHHIX NTEHLOB. 3BePbKH
TOPONMUJINCH K CBOMM HOpKaM. M maxe MOHalleHKH, 3TH HEMOBOPOTIHBLIE
ToJICThIe 62a6OUKH, MPATANIHCh B YKPOMHBIE MECTEUKH H OTKJIAABLIBATH TaMm
CBOH SIHYKH.

U Becenoe wectsue Bo6roabp koHuuaoch. Huxomy yxe He OHIO meaa
JIO Hee, Bce GBIIH 3aHATH CBOUM JeJ0M, H Bo610b MOYYBCTBOBAJNA, UTO OHA
yXKe JHIUHAS. YAZapHJA rPOM, H BCce 3aJHJ NPOJHBHON JeTHHA JXOXIb.

— Becna xopoTka ... — rpyctHo ckasana BoG6ioab.

CoaHle 3aX0AMJI0 Tenepb MO3AHO. JIHH CTaaH AJMHHHLIE H B CYMEpPKH
XKYKH-HaBO3HHKH TPEBOXHO TYXEJH:

— Becna npomuia, npounia. ..

BoG6iosb nonpaBuia CBOIO MuolleBYI0 Tydeabky H3 3€JEHOTO MXa H
ocranoBuaack. Ona momomta Kk Mse, Ho UBa cBepxy A0 HH3y Bcs Ohlaa
MOKPHITA yXKe NMyIUIHHKAMH-CEMEeHaMH.

— Tl yxe oTuBeda? .. — crnpocuaa ee Bo6ioab, H OropyeHHo, ¢ Tpe-
BOro#, OHa NOAyMasna, YTo e mopa yxe yXOZHUTb.
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Bcio Houb Bo6roab He cmana. Kak MHOro eue jgena HallJIoCh JOJIS Hee
B 3Ty TPEBOXHYI0 NOCJIEIHIOI HOYb,
Betep pya cyxoit M xapkuil, yTo6bl He HaThb eii OTHOXHYTb.

— Bo6wouab! .. — npocuna ee FiBa, — copBH ¢ MeHs NYLIHHKH, MOKA
ele HeT JOXKAS.

— Bob6rab! .. — npocuau ee oAyBaHUHKH, — IIOMOTH HaM, BeTep He
BCe yHeC OT Hac CeMeHa...

— Bo6ioab! BoGroab!.. — 3Banu ee OCHHA U TOIOJb, He 3a0yAb ke H
Hac. U BoOiloJab, crewma u BOJHYSICh, 6exana KO BCeM.

— S ceftyac!.. — roBopusa oHa BceM, — A cefuac!.. u, B3GuUpasAch

Ha BeTkH VIBhI, Jerkasi u rubkasi, Bo61oJb cpbiBajsa NylwHHKH-CeMeHa H 6po-
cajla MX BETpY.

— Hecu!.. — BOJHYsACH rOBOpHJIA OHA BETPYy, — CKOpEe ke HeCH HX,
He 3amepxuBait ... Kaxk Tol Megaums!.. W nepenaBasi NyWHHKH BETPy, OHA
pacchinana Mx No TpaBe, 3eMJe U MECKY.

Kakas tpeBoxHasi 6bima Houb! Cyxoit u xapkuii xya setep. HanpachHo
BoGrosb gymana, uto oH Memnaut. OH Qysn M3 BCeX CHJ, CPbIBasi CEMEHa C
BETOK, MOAXBATHLIBAsi UX C 3eMJH, BHIpbIBast 3 pyk BoOroJb.

U Bce-Taky, OH He ycmea Bce copBaTb. Ha paccsere moumena moxab U
CMOUYMJ BCe NYIIHHKH H ceMeHa. OHH Tenepb, KaK BaTa, MOKPbIE NOBHCIH
Ha BeTKaX M He MOIIH GOoJibliIe JeTeThb.

BoGroab, 6aenHas U 6eccCHIbHAsA, OMyCTHIACh Ha 3eMat0. Berep 6pocux
eil seqmeHblil makeTuk. BoGrogb noxHsaMa ero ¢ 3eMJd.

OTo GBLIIM UBETHI IIMINOBHUKA — MOCIEIHHN BeceHHUit Hapsig BoO1oJb.

— Packpoit nakeTHK, BeCHa yXXe KOHYHJIACh ... — CKa3aja OHAa LIMMOB-
HHKY ¥ yCTaJ0 HaGpOoCHIa Ha ce6s HEeXHOe H HEeMpouyHoe miaaTbule 6xexHo-
pPO30BOTO IIBETA.

— Kax TH npekpachal.. — cka3ana et MBa; Bo6ioab rpycTHO yani6-
HyJach €M ...

HeussecTHo, Kyaa OHa yumjaa. MoJgoable rpauu BHAENH KaK-GyATO OHA
msa Ha ceBep. MoxeT-6bITh M Tak. Ha ceBepe BecHa 6bIBaeT Beab Mo3xe, U
BoGloabp Moria HanpaBHTLCA TyAA.
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HEOBbIHHOBEHHAfl MYXA

COPHIHCb H CHIENH MOBEPHYBIIHCh IPYr K APYrY XBOCTHKAMH.

Crapoe mepeBo ele 6ogblLie MOXKEATENO H COPHIO BOKPYr ce6a Ha
3eMJII0 JHCTbAMH. Jlaxke BeTep, LIAMTbHOH O30PHHK, CIPATAICH MOX KpbIeH
H %aJ0o6HO TaM CKYJIHJ.

Ho myxe 6b110 Becemo. OHa MOAHANACH BHICOKO Hal KPHILIEH AOMa H
noJeresa, BCSl 3aMHpasi OT YAOBOJLCTBHA. UeMy OHa pazoBalaChb B TaKoOM
XOJOIHbIH, HeBecenbld JeHb? TpymHO cka3aThb; BEpPOSITHO, TOMY, YTO OHA
MOIJIa elle JeTaTb U ellle He NMOru6aa oT X0Ja0Aa.

OHa n0Jro KpyXujach B BO3LyXe, BhIeJAbIBasi CaMble 3aMBICIOBATHIE H
cnoxHble (pOKychl, NOKa, HaKOHell, 3anbIXaBUIHCb, He OMNYCTHJAcChb Ha
KpHILIY JoMa.

Ha xpbinte Bo3je TpyOBl CHIEN HE3HAKOMBIA KOT H MBLICS, a HeZaleKO
OT HEro Ha CyXOM JIHCTe craja 60Xbsi KOpOBKa.

Myxa noaserena K Hefi H OCTOPOXKHO MOTpPOrajia ee JankKom.

— Tol cnHwWb? .. — CNpPOCHIa OHA, HO 60Xbsi KOPOBKA HHYEro eit He
OTBeTHJA M NPOJOJNKANa KPEnKO ChaThb.

— I[Touemy 60Xbfi KOPOBKa MOJYHUT H He MPOCHINAETCS?.. TPOMKO
CIPOCHIA MyXxa.

CinabeHbkHi FOJOCOK MOJ JHUCTOM NPOMHULIAN eff B OTBET:

— OHa yMepJsa cerofHs HOYbI0O OT MOpO3a... IOBOpHJA JIHYHHKA,
YKPHITasi C HOT KO IOJIOBHI B IIEJKOBHIH, KaK Teljaoe OfesiNo, KOKOH.

Myxa cTporo mocMoTpesna Ha OGOXbI0 KOPOBKY H IOCMHEUIHO moJje-
TeJa NMpoyb.

HesnakoMH# KOT BO3jxe TpyOBl yxe NMOMBLICA H Kpenko cmajx. Myxa
cesa eMy Ha ropsiyee yxo, ¥ OH NPOCHYJICS.

— Y6wupaiicss BOH! — HeOBOJBLHO MAYKHYJX KOT M OTMaXHYJICSl OT Hee
Jaanoit. Ho Myxe 3T0 nmokasanoch 3a6aBHEIM, H OHA C yXa NepejieTena K HeMy
Ha rias.

— &pp!.. Kakaa HagoexuBasa! — (PHIPKHYJ KOT H CEPAUTO MOMTHSJICH
C HaCHXXEHHOTO MecTa.

Myxa HrpHBO 3aKPYKHJIaCh HaJ HHM H CTPEMHUTEAbHO CJaeTe]a BHH3.

— OpHako, KaK XOJOXHO!.. — MpOoXYy}Kaja OHa H cela Ha CTapoe
Jiepeso,

BCEM BbIVIO He no ce6Ge. Beceabl#i mecuxk Kun u co6aka Uuna moc-
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— MoxHo y Te6s norpetbcsi? — CHPOCHJIA OHA Y JepeBa U 3aje3na B
OIHy H3 r1yOOKHX, KaK MOPIUHHBI, TPELUIHH Ha €ro Kope.

Ho nepeBo cnopuao co cTaphM JBOPHHKOM H He 3aMETHJIO MYXH.

— Heuero cka3sartb, gepeBo! — BopuaJ ABOPHHK H, C CepAleM, crpeban
NOJ JepeBOM KeJThie JHCTbA.

— A, yeM He pgepeBo!.. — OOGHKEHHO OTBEYalO AEPEBO.
— Crapoe Takoe, — Oypua’X IBOpPHHK, — a TyZa-XKe... CODHT TYyT
Ha 3eMJI0. ..

— TlNogymaeiup, Takoft MOJOAOH, a He MOXeET y6paThb JAHCTbfl, — BOP-
qaJI0 JepeBo.

— OxoTa BaM CCOPHTBHCA!.. — NPOXKYXKIKAJAA MyXa H BHIIVISHyJA M3
TPeLIHHEl Ha KOpe.

INMecuk Kum u cobauka Uuna cupeau yxe pAALILIKOM H HETEPNeJHBO
NMOCMaTpPUBANH Ha OKOILUKO.

Bapyr, ¢opTouka B OKHE OTKpHIIACh H Maldbuuk UypHK, BLHICYHYB B
$OpTOUKY CTPHMEHHYIO TOJIOBY, TPOMKO 3aKpHyas:

— Bce 3BepsTa, cobupafitecs!.. Pa3-gsa-tpu!.. M on Hauax 6pocatp
yepe3 (GOPTOUKY KPOIIKH XJae6a.

Kun u Uuna B3XpOrHy/JH OT HEOXKHAAHHOCTH M 6POCHINCH K OKHY. YTKa
M BeceJbIfl METyX CTOJKHYJMCh BNOMBIXax. PnhxasA Kouika, HHAIOK, H He-
SHAKOMBIN KOT Pa3OM BCKPHKHYJH U TOXe GDOCHIHCH K OKHY.

Myxa cesa Ha HOPTOUKY M, NpexIe YeM MaJb4YHK yCNeJa 3aKpHThb ee,
BJETENa yXe B KOMHary.

— 3npasctByit, UypHkK, — npoxuKy}xana OHa, — 3ADaBCTBYH, He QY-
Mai, uTo 51 OOLIKHOBEHHAsi MyXa, HET, COBCEM HET...

U ona Tak 3akpyxuJjacb Nno KOMHaTe, TOYHO co6HpaJjach CJIOMaTh
cebe mero.

Uypuky He GbLIO Jena OO MyXH, M OH He O6paTHJI BHMMaHHS Ha ee
TaHUb. Ho BIpyr mo ero ciayxa JoHeccs XaJdOOGHBIN, OTYASHHBIA MHCK:

— Cnacwu, cmacu MeHs ckopee, UypHk!.. — mHInajJa Myxa H H30 Bcex
CHJI MBITAJacCh BHIPBAThCA OT Mayka.

IMayx 6n1a BTpoe 60Jblie ee M yxe 3aHeC HaJ HEl0 CBOM OCTphHIe, CTpalll-
HBIe YeJaI0CTH, YTOGH! BHIMUTD €e MO3r, Koraa UypHK ycabiai ee xanxo6HbIH
MHUCK ¥ NMOCHEIIHA K HeH Ha MOMOLUb.

— Oro, kakoit nayuuue! .. — CKa3aJ OH H, B3fIB 32 KPLUIIBIILIKH MYXY,
JIerKko OCBOGOIMJ ee U3 NayTHHHL.

— Jletu ce6Ge, — cKasaX OH W pasKaJ MaJblbL.

— Cnacub6o, Yypuk, a1 Hukorga He 3abyny tebe atoro!.. — KpHKHyJa
eMy 6xaropapHas Myxa M B3jeTesa Ha IOTOJOK.

MasbynKy He3L0pOBHJIOCH, H BeuepoM Mama, 6abyika, U crapas cay-
JKaHKa NMOpaHblle YIOXKUJIH ero B mocredb. C mMoOToJKa MyXe OBLIIO BHAHO,
YTO JeNaeTcsl B KOMHATe, KaK MaJbuMK JOXMJICSA crnaTh, a necuk Kun u co-
6auka Uumna, Kpagy4yucb, BOLIIM B KOMHATY H THXOHbKO MOJJIE3NH NOX
JMBaH.

-
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— Cunure cebe COKOHHO, — 3axXydOKajJa MyXa MM, — Bac HHKTO He
3aMeTHJ, KpOMe MEHS.

Kun u Unna nepectajn BUHOBAaTO BHJSATh XBOCTHKAMH H KPENKO YCHYJIH
NoJ, AHBAHOM.

Houblo ux pa36yaux caabuiii cBuct. Tak 3Baa ux uHoraa Uypuk. Ouu
PaaOCTHO BHICKOYMJIH H3 NOJ AMBaHAa M XOTeqH yxe Gexatb Kk UypHKy, HO
BIAPYr OCTAaHOBHJHCb H C HeJJOYMeHHeM IOCMOTpeJH APYr Ha JApyra.

Cpenu KOMHATHI CTOsIa YepHasi MyXa, NMOBs3aHHas KPacHHIM MJAaTO4-
KOM, C 9JeKTpH4YeCKHM (POHADHKOM B JamkKe H THXO MOCBHCTHIBaJA.

— He mymute, — cTporo ckasana oHa UM, — Bbl pa3GyauTe Bcex B
zome. Ml oHa MexnJieHHO, cjlerka NpHXpaMbIBasi Ha JIeBYI0 HOTY, NOPaHEHHYIO
NMayKoM, HanpaBuJach k koMHate Uypuka. Kun u Uuna xortedau ObLIO HATH
3a Hel, HO OHA CTPOro MOrpo3uja MM JAanKoOH.

— OcrasajiTech 31eCh, — CKa3aja OHa MM, — BHl He yMeeTe XOAMTh
Ha UBINOYKAX H IPOMKO CTyuHTe HOrTAMH. M, GecliyMHO OTKpEHIB JABepb,
OHa BollJa B KOMHaTy Uypuka.

MasbydK Kpenko cnaj M He CJABbIILAJM, KaK OHa BOIJIA, HO OH Cpa3y Xe
NPOCHYJCS, KOrAa OHa CKa3aja eMy:

— BcraBait, UypHuk, ckopee BcTaBali, HHaye TH ONO3Jaellb, U s He
cMory Hukoraa Goubuie Te6st or6aaromaputh!.. V oHa nmomoraa Uypuky
BCTaThb U OJETBCH.

Kun u Uxuna cTosiiy yxe BO3Je IBEPH H C HeTeprneHHeM xaaau Uypuka.
Ho Myxa, xasanoch, He 3aMeuasa HX ¥ OYEHb CNELIHJIa.

— Ciona, Uypuk, croza! .. — TOpOnHJIa OHA, HaNpaBJssCh Yyepe3 ABOP
K cTapoMy zaepeBy. ITox mepeBoM JiexKaaH KeATHIE JHCTbS U KaXIBIH U3 HHUX
CBETH/ICSI TAHHCTBEHHLIM XEJITHIM CBETOM.

— TloyeMy JHCTbSI CBETATCA? ..— CIPOCHJI MaJbYHK Y MYXH, HO OHa
HHYEro eMy He OTBeTHJa M 6eroM HampaBuJach K 3a6Gopy.
— Crogma, cromal.. — XKyxXkaja OHa, MOKa3bIBas Janko#i Ha 3a6op, H

nepejetesa Ha Ty CTOPOHY.

Kun u Uuna nepenpeirnyau 3a Heil, u Uypuk mocrnemun 3a Humu. Ha
JABOpe OLIIO TaK TEMHO, YTO MaJbYHK He MOT MOHATb, I'le OH HaXOIHUTCH.
Aaextpuyeckuit GoHapUK MOTYyX. Bapyr mo ero cayxa moHecaoCh xanob6Hoe
neHue, Moxoxee Ha MJjay.

Ilenne npuGamxaloch H CTaHOBHJIOCH BCce rpomMue M rpomue. Tenepsb
yXe SICHO MOXHO GBLIO pa3jHYUTh OTHAEJbHBIE IOJIOCa Ky3HEUMKOB, MYX,
mmeJedt, oc. ..

— UYro 3TO 3a MeHHe? .. — MCNYTaHHO CIPOCHJ MaJbUMK Y MyXH.

Ho myxa, kasanoch, He cabluiana ero Bonpoca. OHa moxHsAJa JanKH H,
OTKHHYBIIIMCh Ha3aJ BCEM KOPNYCOM, NMPHCOEAUHHIACH KO BCEM TMOMOIIHMM.
OHna nena TakuM XaJOGHBIM TOHEHbKHM TOJIOCKOM, YTO TPYAHO GLLIO yaep-
JKaTBbCA OT CJae3.

Myxa nesa 0 TOM CYaCTIHBOM BpeMeHH, KOTJa Ha ABOpEe CBETHJO Xap-
KOe COJIHIe, L(BEJH AepeBbs, LBeTHl, GhlIa 3ejeHasi TpaBa M KaXAHMA NEHb
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Ansa Bcex Obur BeceanM npasiauukoM. Ho dkapkue auu GHICTPO MpOJETeH.
Hacrynnia xosoaHas oceHb, H cpa3y Bce NepecTano pagoBaThCs H NEThb.

IlevanbHoe tnecTBHe NPUGIM3HIOCH, NMOKAa3aJCs TAMHCTBEHHHI 3eje-
HOBAaTO-XEATHI CBeT. DTO XKeJAThle JHUCTbSl NOJ3JIH MO 3eMJe, OCBelias
zopory. 3a HUMM IIJIH KOMHATHBIE MYXH H Xaao6HO meau. Mx 610 Tak
MHOTO, YTO He OBII0O HUKAaKOH BO3MOXHOCTH COCYHTATh HX.

3a MyxamH, NPHXPaMBIBasi, NPHIraJH Ky3HEUHKH H MOJeEBhIE CBEPYKH.
3a Ky3HeUHKaMH, MPayHO ONYCTHB IOJIOBY B 3eMJIIO, T'YAeNH, KaKk Tpybaum,
mMesaH. 3a IIMeJasMH LM IYesabl, HarpyxeHHwle nelbuei. e oHH po-
CTaJ4 ee B TaKOe BpeMsl, NPSIMO HENOHATHO OnlIO! A 3a mMuejgaMH LIECTBO-
BaJH OCHI, XYKH, 6a00UKH, NMAYKH. ..

Ha 6a6Goukax 6bliu nmpasgHHYHBEIE HapsigHble Miaathd., Ba6Gouka enas-
JAHHbE OYKO» BBLICTABHJIA HANOKa3 Ha CBOUX KPbLIbSAX 6OJbLIOE, KAK y MaB-
JHHA HA XBOCTE, OYKO, OHO CBEPKaJO PaAYKHLIMH KpacKamH.

Ho 3ameuartenpHee Bcero 6bliM maykd. [layk-KpeCTOBHK HeC Ha CIIHHE
Goablioit Geablit KpecT, a nayk-6poasira, BeCb YKPBITHIT Kak 60pogaBKaMu
COGCTBEHHBIMH JETbMH, TallMJ HX Ha ceGe, eXBa ABIIIA OT THXKECTH.

Bce nenu. KT0-6b1 MOT IyMaTh, 4TO U y MAYKOB GBI rOJIOC U OHH TOXe
IeJH HHUCKOJIBKO HE€ XYyXe OCTaJdbHBbIX.

llectBHe mopaBHAAOCh ¢ UypHKOM, H OH MOAHAJ BBEPX PYKYy B 3HaK
COYyBCTBHAI 0611eMy ropio.

— Koro oM XOpPOHAT? .. — THXO CNPOCHJA OH Y MYXH.

— AX, — LIENOTOM OTBETHJA €My MyXa, — OHH XOPOHAT INOCHeaHHR,
caMblil MOCAeXHUH TENJAHHA JeHb!..

B cepenune wectBus Uypuk yBHaeax morpeGajabHyl0 KoJecHHLUY. DTO
611 GoJblIO 3e/MeHbIN JHCT JOMYyXa, {yTOM 3anpsKeHHBIN XKYKaMH MOTH/Ib-
wuxamMyd, Ha qonyxe, BHITAHYBIINCH BO BCIO JUIMHY, JexaJ NOCHEXHURA COJ-
HEYHBIA JEHb.

BOKpyr KOJeCHHUB! LM C COCHOBBHIMH CBEYEUKAMH Ha POTrax XYKH-
onend. Bce mean. Ho 6oabiie Bcex cTapaiuCh KOMHAaTHHE MYXH, 9TO OhIIH
HaCTOfIlIHe TJIAKAJbIIHIEL

TopxkKecTBeHHOe LIECTBHE OCTAaHOBMJIOCH BO3Je BLICOKOrO AepeBa ¢
OMABIINMH JHCTbAMHU. JIMCTBS, KaK JXHBBLIE, PACHOJ3JHCh BO BCE CTOPOHH,
® BOKpYT JepeBa o6pa3oBajnach IJOLIAAKa.

XKyKH-MOTHABIIMKH C TPYAOM, MEIJEHHO BTAILHJIH HA IVIOLAAKY JOMYX.
UIMenn-Tpy6ay npubaIU3HIC K norpebajlbHOA KOJECHHIe ¥ HH3KHM 6acoM
YTO-TO 3aryjea, BAAUMO, OH XOTeJ CKa3aTh Haarpo6Hoe c1oBo. OH O6pOHHA
ce3y, H OHa NMOKAaTHJACh MO €ro IJIOIIEBOMY AOPOTrOMY Hapsiny.

— IlImMenr nmauver!.. — THXO NpoOLUeNTala MaJb4YHKY pacTporaHHas
MyXxa M 3anjakajia cama.

JKyku-oseHH paccTYmHANCh H Xaau popory wmemo. IImems Bnaortayio
noJoLeN K KOJEeCHHIIE.

UypHK YBHAEN, KaK OH BEITAHYJI JANKH B XeJATHIX 6apXaTHHIX NEPYaTKaxX
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H OCTOPOXKHO, OCTOPOKHO pa3Bsizaa Gelylo LI1eAKOBYI0 HHTKY, 3aB3aHHYIO
KPENKHM Yy3eJKOM BO3J]€e T'OJOBHI JETHEro JHA.

Bapyr, oH OTAepHy. NManky H YCHAEHHO 3aMaxal el B Bo3ayxe. B Tom
MecTe, I'Zie OH pa3Bs3all NepBHI y3eJ0K, NPOoOHACA TOpPAYHA COJNHEYHLIR
Ay4 H OXer ero.

IllMenbr momaxand JamKoi B BO3JAyXe M CHOBAa HHU3KO HakJOHHWJICA. OH
elle OCTOPOXHEE YXBaTHJCA 33 KOHYMK IIEJKOBOH HHTOYKH H pa3Bsi3al
BTOPOHR Yy3eJIOK.

HoBuift nyu coaxeyHOro cseta npo6GuJCS H B APYTrOM MecCTe, HO LIMelb
BO BpeMs OTIAEPHYJ JaNKy H ropsyuil 1yd He oxer ero. OH NMOBEPHYJI JeTHHE
AeHb H pa3Bsi3ai cO0KY y3eJOK.

Ilo Mepe TOro, kak OH pa3BA3LIBaJ HOBHIE y3eJKH M HaKPYYHBaJ lueJ-
KOBYI0 HHTKY Ha uepelloK JOMNyXa, COJHEeyHHe Jy4YH CO BCeX CTOPDOH He-
YAEPIKHMO BHIPHIBAJHCh HApYXKYy.

Aro 6nI0 3aMeuarenbHOe 3peaHue. UypHK, He OTpHIBasiCh, CMOTpeA
Ha paboTy IIMeJs M C HeTepNEeHHeM XJAaJ, ueM BCe 3TO KOHYHTCS. Hakoxen,
WIMeJb CMOTAJM NMOCJTeAHHIT PAL HUTOK H GHICTPO OTCKOUHA B cTOpoHy. 2Kap-
KHi coaHeuHBIt cBeT ocaenua Bcex. Ha jomyxe, Bo Bcefl cBoelt Kpacore,
JAexan MocjaeIHUN COJNHEYHLIA JETHHH HEeHb.

HeBooGpa3umelit BOCTOPr H pafocTb oxBaTHIH Bcex. Ba6Gouku 3akpy-
JKHJHCh B BO3JyXe, MUeJbl 3aryAeaH, XYKH-OJeHH NOJHSAN BHICOKO pOra H
6GpPOCHJIH Ha 3eMJII0 COCHOBBLIE CBEYEUKH, a MayK-KPeCTOBHK H mayk-Gpoasra
BBIMYCTHJH, OJHY 3a APYroM, mayTHHKH, HH GOJiblle M He MeHbIle, BEJH-
YHHOH ¢ 6abbe JeTo.

Uypuk noabexan K a0onyxy, 4ToOH Jyuile pacCMOTPeThb JETHHUNA HNEHb,
KaK BApPYT, LIMeJH IPO3HO 3aryjaeiH, KYKH-0JeHH BOHHCTBEHHO HaCTaBHJIH
NMPOTHB HEro pora, MOJHSVICA YXKACHBIA IUyM.

JleTHuit meHb OTKPHII CHHHMe rja3a M ray6oko B3ZOXHYJA. 3a CNUHON
Yy Hero MejaJieHHO pacnpaBHJIHCh MPO3pauHble rody6uie Kpuaba. OH yan6-
HYJCA BCEM H MPHBETIHBO KHBHYJ TOJOBOH MalbuHKY.

Xapkuit conneuHnft cBeT ropsuefi BOJHOH cHoBa corpexn Bcex. Ho,
OAHAKO, KaK HEHANoJro craso Tenno. HanpacHo neTHHA aeHb NbITaNCH
NOAHATLCA BBEPX M B3JeTeTh Ha BHICOKOE AEepeBO, UTOGH CBEpXy erle rops-
yee rpeth Bcex. Ero 60JbluHe KPHIIbS TOMbKO 6€CITOMOLLIHO MaxasH, HO He
MOTJIH MOJHSATL BHICOKO €ro TeJo.

Xomomuulit BeTep OTKYAA-TO C NOJS 3aAyJ HAa HEro M pacrpenan Ha
KPHIbAX roay6uie mepbs. OH elle M elle pa3 moMaxan KpPHJAbAMH H Gec-
CHALHO ynaa o6GpaTHO Ha Jonyx. CoaHeuyHHIA CBeT morac, H BOKPYr cpasy
CTan0 MPAYHO H XOJOJIHO.

MyxH B TeMHOTe XaJA00HO 3amiaKamd, Aa ¥ 60 H3-3a yero. JletTHuf
JAEHb HeMOJBHIKHO JIeXKaa Ha JOIyXe, H OT Hero He wao GoJbule HH KaNa®
Temnia.

IlIMenb, mepBHIL, MOAOWIENT K HeMy NpocTHTbcA. OH CHOBa mNHITaNCA
YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO HE CMOT H TOJbKO GE3HaZeXHO MaxHyJ Jankof. ITo
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OLIZIO CHTHAJIOM JAASl XYKOB-MOTHJABLIHKOB, OHH HaTfAHYJAH 3€JEHHE IO-
CTPOMKH, H JONYX MENJECHHO MABHHYJCA C MECTa, YBO3sl KyHAa-TO JadeKo
JIETHHA JEHb.

B Bo3ayxe mpoHeca0Ch XOJOAHOE ALIXaHHE, a Ha JOpore, riae ucyesja
nevajbHas KOJIECHHLA, MOABHJAACH, B Oeaoii 40 3emau Iy6Ge, BHICOKAs Kak
cToax6, npaMas crapyxa. OHa H3JaJH OCTAaHOBHJACh H TNOrpO3HIa BCEM
MOXHATOM KaK y MeJBeAs Janof.

dtoro 6HI0 AocTaTouyHo. B Ty-xke cekyHAy Bce, KTO GBI 3mech, Bce
AO ONHOTO, GPOCHIHMCH, Kyla BUAHO 6exaThb H CKPHUIHCH B TEMHOTE.

— Ckopee, ckopee OerH jpgoMof!.. — HCIYraHHoO 3amngilala Myxa
MaJbUHKY H, TOXe CJIOMsA rojaoBy, 6pocusnack y6eratb. Kun u Uuna ¢ rpom-
KHM JlaeM NOMYaJHCh 3a Heil. UypHk mobexas Bcaen 3a HUMH.

Bo mBope yxe GHJIO COBCEM TEMHO, XKEJTHIE JHCTbSl MO CTapLHIM Jepe-
BOM NOTYXAH H 60aAbllle HE OCBEllANH AOPOTY.

Manpuuk gobexan xo goma. Myxa yxe cTosja Ha Kpblaeuke H XKJAajaa
ero. Oum BouIx B A0OM, a Kun u Yuna ocranuce Ha ABOpe.

— Cnu, Uypuk! .. — rpyCcTHO CKa3aja MyXa Majb4yHKy H 3aKuUBaja eMy
roJqoBKO#, kak 6K roBops, — INpoLlan, npowan! ..

A Ha yTpo, Koraa UypHk OTKpHII ria3a, OH yBHAEA B OKHO 6eJbli, Mo-
KPHITHII CHETOM JBOp, 3aHECEHHOE CHEeroM CTapoe JepeBo, ABYX cobauek,
JKaBUIMXCA OT XO0J0Aa APYr K ApYXKe, H BECEJOro INneTyxa, KpHYallero
XPHIJILIM FOJIOCOM:

— §1 oxpumn, OXpHM, KaK XOJOXHO Ha xABope!..

A BO3Jie KpOBaTH Ha NOJY OH YBHIeJ MaJleHbKyl0 MepTByl0 Myxy. [la,
970 GHlJa OHa, B 3TOM He OHJIO coMHeHHs1. UypHk cpa3dy y3Hal ee IO Ipo-
3payHbIM KpPHIJIHIIKaM H KPHBHIM JankaM. OHa Jexana HEeNOIBHXHO H
THXO, KaK OYATO CAy4yafHO ONPOKHHYJacCb H He MOIJa MOJIHATHCH.

UypHK TPOHYJ €e MaJblieM, HO OHa He JBHHYJACh M He NoJjeTena. JJeK-
TpHYyecKHA (POHAPHK M KPACHHMA IVIATOUEK JeXalH OKOJO Hee, KaK OBl yka-
swBasi UypHKy, uYTO Bce, BCe, UTO NPOHM3OUIIO HOYbIO, Onlia MNpaBAa,
a He COH.

U uHKTO B MOMe, HH crapas 6abyuika, HH MaMa, HH yMHasl CJAYXKaHKa,
HHKTO He MOT OGSICHHTB, OTKYZAa B3flJICS B JOMe 3JeKTpH4YeCKHA (HOHApHK H
KpPacHHA NIaTodex.



30N0TOM RAWYHKR

FoBopuaH, Kak-OyATO €ro ypOHHJ HEYasHHO TpPOM C KaIIAMH
noxns, a Haitsic cnpaTana ero Ha JIHe pekH.

Eute roBopuiy, 4TO ero HapoyHo OpOcCHJIa NTHLA, KOTOpas npoJeTalia
B 3TO BpeMs ¢ rpo3oif. OHa 6blla TaKOMi-XKe BeJHUYHHBI, KaK Tyua.

Kpuabst y Hee Oblid 60JblIIHE H CBETJAblE H B KPAaCHOM KJIIOBE OHA Aep-
JKaJa 30/I0TOH KJIIOUHK.

IItTuua xpukHyaa Hafisic 4To-TO Ha CBOEM HENMOHATHOM fi3blKe H 6pocHIa
KJIOUHMK B BOZY.

He xaxnpiii noHsJI, YTO KPHKHYJA OHA, HO cTapas prl6auyka, NOHHMaB-
11as sA3blK 3Bepeil M NTHL, TOBOPHJA, YTO NTHHA kpHKHYyJa Haiisc:

— OTaai KII0YHK YeJOBeKy, MyCThb OH y3HaeT, YTO Takoe cuacThbe!

Tak wau HHade, a KaOuHK 6bl1 y Hafissic. OHa cnpsatana ero ray6oko
Ha JHe PeKH, B MyCTOH KpOIIeyHOH paKylIKe, H CTala XJAATb.

[lepBBIM NpHILEA XpOMO# 4YeJOBeK Ha ABYX KOCTHIIAX. OH NMOJOXHJI
CBOH KOCTBHIJIM Ha NMECOK M HAKJIOHHJCA Haj BOAOH.

OH J0Jaro HCKajd CBOMMH OJH30PYKHMH ria3aMH 30J0TOH KJAIOUHK B
BOJe, HO HHYEero He MOT HaHTH.

Torma Haifisic kpukHyJa eMy TOHEHbKHM TOJOCKOM:

— Twu uuewsb kiaoyuk?.. Bor on!.. K oHa cierka npHOTKpbLIA
paKylKy.

Tenepb yesoBeK yBHIeN 30J0TOH KaouHk. OH Jexan Ha KpOLleyHOR
cTBOpKe 6esoii nepaaMyTpOBOi paKyLIKH U CHAJ, KaK JParoueHHbIH KaMeHb.

— Kakoe cuacTbe HMeTb €ro, — NoAyMal XpoMoH uesoBeK. — 3a Hero
MOXHO B3fiTb HeMaJIo aeHer! HakoHen-To s Bolieuy cBOM GOJIbHBIE HOTH.

M oH npoTAHYA KOCTHIIbL K BOJE, €lle HHXKe HAKJIOHWJICA U CTal LIApUTh
KOCTHIJIEM MO JAHY, HafeACh BHTALUUTb PaKYyLIKy C 30JOTHIM KJIIOUHKOM, HO
OH JOCTaJ TOJbKO KOMOK HJa.

Haftsic cnipsitana pakyuky B NeCOK H LIAJOBJIHBO CMesiIach.

— HanpacHo TH MyTHIIb BOAY CBOeH MaJKOH, — KPHUKHyJa OHa, —
KJIIOUMK Yy MeHsl, sl CIpsTajJa ero TaK JaJeKo B MeCOK, YTO Thl He Haf-
Jellb ero.

XpoMoii yesoBeK NMOAHAJ rOJOBY, Pa304apOBAHHO B3IVISHYJI Ha MYTHYIO

H EW3BECTHO, kakum o6pa3om Haitsic* mojayuunaa 30J10TOH KIIOYHK.

* Haftac — BoasHoe pactenre (Pycanoubs Tpasa).
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BOAY, HHYero 6oJbllie He yBHAEH B Hel M, IPYCTHHIH, 3aKOBBIISI JOMOH.
BrophIM npHilea MOXHIOH UeJOBEK, HO OH He Obla ele cTrapeiM. [Jasa
y Hero BHAEJH XOPOILO, CABbILIAJA OH TOXE XOPOLIO, PYKH Yy Hero ObLIH CHIb-
Hble H OH OblI TakoH TOJCTAK, uTo Halisic He Morja cMOTpeTb Ha Hero
6e3 cmexa.
OH cpa3y samerux Hafisic:

— A-al..— pafoCTHO BCKPHKHYJ OH, — 1 3Hal0 3Ty HCTOPHIO, KIIOUHK
cnparana Haiisc!..
— Ha!.. — urpuBo kpukHyaa Hafigc, — kaouuk cnpsitana s! Y ona

AOCTaJNa PaKyUKy H, clerka INPHOTKPHIB, NOJPa3HUIA €10 UelOBeKa.

— O!.. 3a 3TOT KJIOYHK MOJHO OTAaTh BCE CBOE€ COCTOsIHHE!., —
KPHKHYJ OH M, HU3KO HAKJOHSCh, NPOTAHYJ JajaHble pYKH K Haiisic, yToGH
ROCTaTh €e U3 BOXHL .

Haiisic mpucena Ha necke, kak TOJbKO MOTJIa, H CIPATala B BOLOPOCIAX
CBOIO TOJIOBKY.

Jloaro TOJCTHIN YeaOBEK MCKAJ ee B Nnecke, ABa pasa 3ajxea gaxe Haflsc
najnbLaMH, HO BCe-TaKH He Halles ee M yLIel.

— Xa-xa-xa! .. — cmesinach Haiisic Bcaen emy, — u Tebe TOXe 3axo-
TEJOCh MMETb 30J0TOH KJIOYHK!

Hlen moxab. Boma nenanace B pexke OnicTpas u MyTHas, m Hafisc
oyeHb 6eCnOKOHJIAaCh, UTOOB! KIIOYHK HE 3aHECJHH BOJIHHI.

Bypst 6riBasa Houblo. Halisic He cnana U cMoTpesa Ha pakyuwky. OHa
6osanach ewne peib, oco6eHHO coMOB. OHH MOJ3aNH NMPAMO IO AHY, HE MOJX-
HHMasiChb KBepXY, M BCIOAY WIAPHJIH CBOMMH IIMPOKHMH TYNHIMH HOCAMH.

Y HHX ObLIM AJHHHbBIE YepHBle YChl U OHM CMOTpeau Ha Haifisac crek-
JAAHHBIMH CTPAIUHBIMH IJIa3aMH.

Haiisic ckasana UM OIZHaMIHL:

— Hanpacho Bbl nuiete ceGe 3mech NMHINY, 34€Ch HHYEro HET, Kpome
necYMHOK M KameuwkoB. Ho oHHM He 06paTHIH HHKAaKOro BHHMAaHHUS Ha
ee CJOBa.

JuHeM npuiesn eile OgUH yesoBeK. [TecoK GBI MOKDHIHA, H YeJIOBEK MpHU-
ces Ha KaMeHb. JIM1O y Hero ObLIO INeudanbHOe H Ge3pasnHuHOe, Kak-6yATo
eMy He GBLLIO HHKAKOro Aena no Kiaoynka. OH CHIEN TaK OuyeHb JOJr0, Moka
He 03516 oT Berpa. Toraa oH BcTax ¥ yuiels.

Haiisac He ycmena, kak claexyeT, pacCCMOTPeTb €ro M He MOHsJIA, 3aueM
OH NPHUXOJIHI.

TpyaHo nepeyHcaIuTh BceX, kTO npuxoaun k Haiac. Tlpuxoauan wu
ReTH, HO Haifisc e mo6uaa ux. JleTH BClOAY Ja3uJIH, He GOSIUCh XOJOLHOMR
BOJLI, UTO-TO HCKAJH H YeMY-TO PafOBaJHCh.

Ouu HanomuHaau Haiissc Moioxpix OoXOTHHubuX co6Gak. OHa BHAena
OJHaXABLI NMO3JHEH OCeHbIO, KOIKa OHHM, pasropsiueHHele U 06e3yMeBLIHe,
CXBaTHJH ellle XHBYIO MOACTPEJEHHYIO NTHLY.

Haiisic monro He Moria 3a6hiTh ee kpuka. [ITHna xpuuana 6e3 KOHUA,
NMOKa OXOTHHK He NMPUOMJ ee NMPHKIAAOM.
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HOetu yxoauau, u Haiiac o6GaerueHHo B3xmixana. Bce paBHO, OHa HH-
KOrjia He Jajaa-6bl MM KJIOYHKA,

JeHb CMEHSICS HOUbIO, BeTep YHOCHJ Bpemsi, a Halisic creperyia KIOUHK
H He 3HAjJa KOMYy €ro OTHAThb.

Ho oxnaxapl, TOT 4eJOBEK, KOTOPBIH NMpPHIIEJ TOTAa, HEH3BECTHO 3aueM,
NpHILeJa Ha paccBeTe, Koraa Halisic MenbLIe Bcero xxana Koro-au6o.

Houblo 6ui1a 6yps, B TONbKO Ha paccBete Halisic kpenko ycHyJaa.

Yeaosek cumes Ha kamHe. Hafisic npocHysach B TOT MOMEHT, KOra OH
HaKJAOHHJCA HajJ BOAON M CMOTpeJX Kyaa-TO BHM3, Ha AHO pekd. Temepb
Haitac paccmorpena ero. JIuuo y Hero GbLIO COBCeM MOJOAOE, a Iiasa
CBETHJIHCh KaK ABe 3Be3Xbl, FOTOBLIE YIAaCTh Ha AHO PeKH, YTOOB HHKOTHAA
6oJblle He MOMHATHCS. ‘

On yBugen Halisic ¥ rpyctHo yawibHyscs eif. JIuuo y Hero GhIIO me-
yajbHOe M 6e3pa3jHyYHOe H OH COBCEM He AyMas O 30JOTOM KJIOYHKe,

Haiisic cpasy nouyBcTBOBala, YTO 3TO npuuea oH. OHa packpnlia obe
CTBOPKH PaKyIUKH, KMBHyJa eMy CBOEH KpOLIEYHOH rOJOBKOH H PagOCTHO
KPHKHyJa:

— S1 orkphia pakyuky!.. Cmotpu! Te6e BumeH kmouuk?.. UM oHa
NOJHANA PaKYLIKY, KaK TOJbKO MOTJa BHILIE.

YenoBeK HAKJIOHHJCS, YTOOHI YBHAETh PaKyLIKy, HO B 3TO BpeMsi NOA-
HAJICS BeTep, MOIlea MOXAb, H OH HHYero He yBumea. Korma Haiisc Baras-
HYJIa BBepX, ueJoBeK yxke yiuea. OHa cMOTpeJa Ha NyCTOH KaMeHb H He MorJa
NOHAThH, NOUeMy eil HenpuATHO. Kamiau mKoxaa nmazanud B BOLY H Mellaau ei
CMOTpETb.

Ha gmpyrofi neHbp Ha paccBeTe OHa yxe He cnajia M xjaiaa ero. Jloxuab
nepecta; HATH, H yTPO HAUHHAIOCh CBETJIOE H THXOe, HO YeJOBeK He NMpHULIe.
Ha nBope G6pina BecHa, u Hafisic nena. CoaHue crosiio BHICOKO, H Haiisic
CHslJIa, OCBellleHHast coaHueM. Haxoneu, oH npuuied.

— IToyeMy ThHI Tak ZOJTO HE NPUXOAHIA? — cnpocuaa Hakisac. — S xnana
Te6s Tpyu aHA. M oHa cHOBa OTKpHIIA 00 CTBODKH PaKyUWIKM M MOKa3ala
KJIIOYHK.

YesoBek cpa3y yBHAEA KJIIOYHK TAKHUM, KaKUM OH OLII B HeHCTBUTE]b-
HOCTH.

Kmouuk 6bin1 kpoweynnif. OH coBCceM He ObIT B AParoleHHbIX KaMHSX,
M 30JI0Ta Ha HeM TOxe He Onlmo. Ho oH 6BlI coenaH Tak TOHKO, pa6oTa Ha
HeM 6blsa Tak NpeKpacHa, ¥ OH BeCh CHSIJI TAKHM BeceJbeM, TaKOil KpacoToH,
M BMeCTe C TéM OH OBLI TaKOH KPOLUEYHBLIH M JIerKHH, KaK NyLIHHKA COpBaH-
Hasl C LIBETKA COJHEYHBIM Jy4yeM H YHeCeHHasi BMeCTe C BETPOM.

YenoBek cpasy NOHAJ, YTO TakKoe cyacTbe. [J1asa ero BCNBIXHYJH OT
BOCTOPra, JHUIO 03apHIOCh YILIOGKOM, H OH Bechb nmoTsaHyxca k Haiisc.

Haiisic BcTpeTHsach ¢ ero BCHBIXHYBLUIMMH IJIa3aMH M B3JApPOTHyJa OT
PamoCTH, OXBaTHBIIEH ee.

— Eciu 51 oTmaM emy ceifuac KJIIOUMK, i HHKOTAA OOJbllle HE YBHXY
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€ro 4yJecHbIX Iia3, — TPEBOXHO MmoayMaaa oHa. W crpsaxHyB ¢ ce6sa Tpe-
BOTY, OHa BeceJO 3acMeslaCh H 3aKphlia PaKyLIKy.

— He npaBpa-ay, ero npusiTHO UMeTh? . . — KPHKHYJa OHA 33A0PHO. —
51 6yny xnath Te6s 3aBTpa, NPUACLIL? . . — CIPOCHJA OHA, MpsiYa PaKyLIKy
H HTDHBO BHIMVIABIBasi H3 BOALOPOCIEH.

— O, nmal.. — BckpHual yeJOBeK, — sl mpUAy K TeGe Ha paccBere,
1 npuny!..

Haiisic Teneps 6n1a oxna. Ee pagocTh yuuia BMecTe € 4YeJOBEKOM, H
OHAa HHYEro He MOIJVIa MOHATH, YTO ¢ Hew. OHa rpyCTHO NMOCTOPOHHAACH M
Jajna Kopory uepHoii 6e3syGke.

CKBO3b BOJLY OHAa YBHZEJNA MXeJAThie JeNnecTKH pacuBeTLieif HOYBIO KYy-
6biikd. KayHyBlIMCH THOKHM TEJIOM, OHa XOTeJda OTOPBATbCA OT KPEMKHX
KOpHeH, yTOOH BCIJILITh HAaBEPX M ellle pa3 yBUIEThb YeJOBeKa.

Bapyr oHa ycabliana rpyOblii cMex M B3ApPOTHYJa. DTO CMESIMCh HaX
Helo pbIGH cOMBI. OHH NMOANJIBIIA COBCEM OJH3KO K Heill H KPHKHYJH el
npsiMO B YILH:

— Trl noTepsna BMeCTe C KIIOUHKOM cBoe cepaue, Haitac! . . Xa-xa-xal..

Hx cTpaiuHbie cTekgasHHBIE raa3a 6blaM Tak 6au3ko ot Haiisic, ux uep-
HBIE XECTKHE YChI KOJIOJH ee HEeXHOe Tel0, H OHH CMesIHChb TaK IPOMKO,
yto Haiisic cnpsATana roJoBKy B NecOK M 3aKphblia riasa.

Korza oHa OoTKpbIIa ri1a3a, COMHEI yXe YIUIBUIM, H OHA YBHAENA TOJbKO
BOJSIHOTO IayKa, KOTOPHIA NMJLII MHMO Hee BMeCTe CO CBOHM BO3AYLIHHIM
JOMHKOM.

3mas dnones, BoAsHas 3apa3a, HAKJIOHHJIACh K HEMY H CMesiCb CKa3aJja:

— Kakoit nosop! Haiisc Bio6seHa B yenoBeka... Brl BHAHTe, OHA
norepsiia BCAKHH CTHIX... Kakoii mosop!.. — H €CaMOZOBOJILHO TPSIXHYB
CBOMMH 3anyTaHHBIMH KYJApSIIKaMH, Diojes OTBepHyaach oT Hafisc.

Hatiisic 661510 CKy4HO, H OHA C TOCKOMH cMOTpeJa BBepX. Bpems TAHYJIOCH
HeOOGLIKHOBEHHO MeJJIEHHO, M OHa He 3Haja, YTO el Jenxath.

U Bce-Taku OHa jJoxaanach paccBera. Ha paccBere mpuiien yeaoBek.
Ero riasa ropeamu, ero pot TaHyJcs K Hafisic ¥ Becb OH GBIT OXBaueH OTHEM,
KOTODEHIH MOT CXeub ero.

Haiisac cpa3y nmoHsaaa, YTO OH NMPHIIEa 32 KJIIOUHKOM,

— Tol npuwes 3a KIIOYUKOM? — CIIPOCHJA OHA BOJHYACh, — 1 AaM
Te6Ge ero... W oHa mocrana pakylIKy M3 NMecka M KpeNnKO NpHxKala ee...

Ho ona nmpomo/mkana gepxaTh pakyulky ¥ cMOTpeTh Ha yexoBeka. OHa
HEe MOIJIa OTOpBaThb OT Hero CBOMX ria3. Tenepp ero riasa He XOTeIH
ynacTb Ha JOHO peKkH... CKOJBbKO JAaCKOBBIX CJIOB OBIIO CKPEITO B €ro
yabi6Ke, CKOJILKO TPeNneTHOH BOJMHYIOLIEH XXU3HU ObLIO B €r0 MOJOAOM JHULE.
Tenepb OHO He GbLIO 6e3pas3iHUHO.

Haiisic B3gporuyna OT BOJHEHHUS] U HEPELUUTENLHOCTH.

— Hert! — ¢ TpyaoM BCKpHKHYJIa OHA M Becesio 3acMesiiack. — §I otTaam
TeGe ero 3aBTpa... — UM oHa mwaxoBaHBO OGpHI3HYIA B JHLO YeJOBeKa BOMOM.
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— OcBexHch! . . — cMesiChb CKa3ajla OHa, — YTPOM Bce ymuiBaloTcs!l.. U ona
CIpsiTajJa paKkyulKy B IeCOK.

UYeaosek He ckopo yuiea. OH He NMOHSJ, HaJ K€M CMESIUCh PHIOEI COMBI
H He CJBILIAJ, KaK OHU CKa3aju:

— Hy, nmomoxau, MBl NOAIIYTHM Hanx TOOOH, IIynhblif ueJOBeK, TH
JErKo Xouyellb B3fAThb CBOEe cyacCTbe!..

OH He oOpaTuJ BHHMaHHMS M Ha 3Jble caoBa diaojged. OHa BepTeaach
y ero HOr, BCAYECKH XKeJasi NIPHBJeYb €ro BHHMaHHe.

— Ero Hapo Haka3saTh, — I'OBOpMJIa OH4, — KaKOH NnO30p, KakoM
cTHiA! . .

UesoBek Buaea ogHy Toabko Haifisic u xnaan ot Hee Kiaounka. OH yuien
MO3JHO.

Haiisic 60oabie He cMesitack. Temepp oHa Obla nedadbHasi H THXasl.
OHa noHssIa, YTO 3aBTpa eil HaZO0 OTAAThb KJIOUHK.

Housblo 6b11a 6ypsi. Bonxa Gbuna xomopHast u myTHasi. Haiisic canlmana,
KakK »Xanro6Ho niakaau yaitki. OHa He craja HH OZHOI MHHYTHI H BCe BpeMs,
C TpeBOrofi, CMOTpeJsa Ha PaKyILUKY.

Boanb! 6b1H Takue Gogblune U cHabHble. OHM pBanu M gepranau Haiisc,
Kak GyATO XOTEJH YHECTH ee BMeCTe C KA4YHKOM. OHH HapOYHO HaHEeCIH
Ha PaKyIIKy 3eJeHble NJIUHHbIE PYCaJOUbH BOJIOCHL U MeIIaJd e CMOTPETbh.
dnojes ¢ HEHABUCTHIO CaefuJa 3a Helo. O YeM-TO TaHHCTBEHHO LIENTaJHCh
cTpaiuHbie peIObI-cCOMBI M nyranaud Haiisic.

Kak yxacHo ycrana Haitssic. OHa Bcl Apoxasa OT HanpshKEHHs, TOCKH
M cTpaxa. Ee riasa exBa yxe pa3nuyal pakyllky, ee YUIH yXKe eIBa CJbI-
LaJH Womnot puob, ee rubKoe TeNO C TPYAOM 6GOpPOJOCH C BOJHAMH.

A Ha paccBere OHa He cMoraa 6oJplie NOGOPOTh YCTANOCTh M KPENKO
yCHyJIa.

Korma ona mpochyaach, 6bu10 yxe yTpo. CKBO3b XKeJNTYH BOILY OHa
YBHJEJNA cepoe Tskeaoe HeOO M MOKPBHIH NMyCTOH KaMeHb.

YesoBek crosim Ha Gepery W uckan Haiisic. Haifisic nmeuanbHO KpHK-
HyJa emy:

— Kak xopomo, yto Th npuien. Hakonel-to s oraam te6e 30J10TOM
kmounk ... Bepu xe ero, ckopee, Gepu!..

Ona jpocrana pakyuiky, 3akpblia Iia3a H NMPOTSHYJAa ee YeJOBeKy.

Tenepb ues0BEK HAKJIOHUJCS HAJA BOAOH, KaK TOJbKO MOT HHKe, YTOOLI
B3fiTh pakywky. OH ¢ BoJHeHHeM mNpHxKanl ee K cebe. Cepaue ero 6uI0Ch
Tenepb TOJBLKO JJIA CYACTbA M He CMOIIO-GHI yKe OUTbCS HH JJI 4ero Ipy-
roro, # OH NPHOTKPHIT CTBOPKH . ..

Ho, MoxeT-6bITh, 3TO cTpalluHble PHIGHI-COMBI TaK 3710 MOALIYTHINA HaJ
YyeJOBEKOM, Korma ycHysda Haiisic, a MoxeT-6bITh, 3TO BOJHBI HEUasiHHO
NMPUOTKPHIIM pakyuky Bo BpeMs Oypu, — Haifisic He 3Hana, U HHKTO
He 3HaJ.

Ho, xorzxa uenoBex pacKpblI paKyliky, oHa Obliaa... MmycTas.
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MAHbUA W TAHDBLUA

Korza GbLIO TaKk MOKPO H XOJOAHO HA ABOpE, BAPYTr Cpa3y HAacTYNAT
COJIHEUHbIE JHHU?

Her, ouu atoro He 3Hanu. He 3Hanu aToro u semiasHo# uepssik, H Ge-
JeHbKasi opxuuesi, H cepaUTHIA wiMenb., Heuero u roBoputh 0 Manbue B
TaHbLe, KOHEUHO, OHH HUKAK He MOIVIH 3HaTh, TaK KaK POAHIHCHL KaK pa3 B
TO BpeMsl, KOrla Hayaluch TOXKIH.

Ho roay6as Beponuka 3Hajza Bce, OHa 6hlIa CTapiue BceX M XOpPOLIO
MOMHHJIA KeHb poxaeHuss Manbuu H TaHbuH. DTO ObLI YAUBHUTENbHBIA JeHb!

BepoHKKa NPUTAKUIACH CPENH UYXKHUX JUCTHKOB, KaXeTcs, TO OLLI MOXO-
POXHHK, a2 MOXeT OBbITh IVIyXas KpanuBa, OHA HE MOIJIA TOYHO BCIIOMHHTb,
H MOJACMOTpeJa, KaK NOSABHINCh Ha cBeT Maubus u TaHbus.

Cxavana 3akaman jpoxauk. OHa oueHb o6pagoBanach UymEeCHHIM Ka-
nenbKkaMm, oTuero eule GoJblie M elle fpue 3aCHHeNa ee roJIOBKa.

— Trl noxoxa Ha kycouek He6a! — ckasana et Gosbuiasi, MOKpast H
po6GpoaylliHas yJIMTKAa M, OCTaBHB Ha JAOpPOXKe Oenyio GJecTALLYIO MeHY,
MOMoJI3/Ia Aajblue,

— 1 3Hal ... — oTBeTHaa elf BepoHuka u paxocTHO 3acMmesiiack. U B
TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa ee CMeX BCTPAXHYJ POCY Ha JIelnecTKax, OHa YBHAENa, KaK
u3 GeJioift MBIILHOHM NeHBI, OCTABAEHHON YJIUTKON Ha HOPOXKe caja, BHIMVISA-
HYJH JBe KpOILleYHbIe NeTCKHE I'OJIOBKH H Pa30M KHUBHYJIH e€ii:

— Bort MB ¥ poxuauce, no6poro ytpa, Beponuka! .. — KpHUKHYJIH OHH
eit. Kak onu Onlmm npekpacHoll.. Beponuka HHuYero mozoGHOroO elle He
Bugena B cBoeit xu3Hu. OHa 3acMesyach ellle pafgoCTHee, elle Beceaee H
KPHKHYJIa, KaK MOIVIa TpOMYe, YJIUTKe:

— CwmotpH, cMmoTpH, kTOo pomuiacs!.. Ho yautka yxe ynoxsma u
Hcye3na, HEU3BECTHO, FIe.

Tak pomuauch Maupusi 1 Tanbusg. TO, yKe mocje, OKPeCTHI HX TaK
semasHoi yepBsik. OH TOXe NMOACMOTPEJ, KaK OHH POIXHIHCH, H NOTOMY
cyprat ce6si KpeCTHEIM OTLIOM.

BepoHuka 6blia OueHb OropueHa 3a MaalOToK. KM kak e He orop-
yuThcs! — TaxkuM uymecHHIM KpPOLUKaM JAaThb TaKkue NPOCThe, HEKpacHBLIE
uMena! OT BOJHEHHMsI OHA TaK CHJbHO packKauasnacb Ha cBoeM crebie, 4TO
4YyTh-yyTh He cjaoMmaina ceGe ronoBky. Ho, B KOHIe-KOHIOB, BCe-TaKu ee

PASBE-)KE 3HAJIM pBa ManeHbKUX MYypaBbsl, YTO MoOCiHe MOXKAEH,
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YTEIUIHJAH: OHA MOmaja B KPecTHhle MAaTePH M KpeCcTHJa OJHY M3 IEBOYEK,
Mo UMeHH, MaHblf.

B sro BpeMs M 3auacTua moxab. OH NOJOXHTENIbHO BCe 3aJMHBaN, —
TpaBy, JHCTbS, LBETHI, 3eJeHbII MOX H Jaxe TOMHK MaHbuu U TaHbuH.

JoMHK OBl OueHb MYApPEHLIH, MOTOMY YTO BCe MPHHUMAJH y4yacTHE H
crpounn ero. OTkyna M Habpaloch Takoe KoauuectBo Hapoma! [lpexne
BCeX NPUNOJ3JH ABAa MATEHbKHX MYPaBbsl U IMOJOXHUIH JBe COJOMHHKH, —
3QJM0XHUIN (PYyHIAMeHT, 3aTeM NpHUJeTeN LIMeNb X MOCTPOMI U3 BOCKA KPHIIIY
u creHkd. ONyCTHJICA mMayuyeK M 3aCTeKJua OKHa, BepoHuka Gpocuaa jxBa
roayOrIX onxessabla M3 CBOHX JIENMECTKOB, UTOOH Temnsaee OBLIO MallOTKaM
cnath. A 6abymka, — 3a6GoTauBas NMueaka, HATOTOBHJIA HM B BOCKOBOM
Beleple Meny.

Jaxe KpecTHHIi orel, 3eMJSHON uEepPBsK, B3PHLIXJIMJA 3EMJI0 BO3JeE
JOMHMKA M YCTPOHJ NMOTAHHON XOAX Ha Ciayyaili OomacHOCTH. I1OJIOXHTENLHO
Bce no3za6otunuch 0 Manbue u Tanbue. M Kpouwiku yyBcTBOBadH cebst
OYeHb XOPOIIO, HH O YeM He GEeCIMOKOMIUCH U Beceso 6eraiu U Urpaitu apyr
C IpYXKOIii.

Ho Bce-Taku, 1 UM MOTJIO GBI GHITB TOPA3RO Becesee, eCMu-6bl He TOXAb.
Joxap Mewaja UrpaTh C NECOYKOM M PACCHINATHL €ro IO JOPOXKaM, Melianx
CAyBaTb MyX C OJXYBaHYMKOB M, HaKOHell, Mewad CBOOOXHO pe3BHUTLCA H
LIaJHTh CPeaH LBETOB M TPaBKH.

BepoHHKY HHKTO TaKk M He CIIPOCHJ, CKOPO-JH INPEKPATHTCH HOXIAb?
A oHa HHKOMY HHYEro He CKasaja, TOJbKO CKJIOHHJIA CBOI0 CKPOMHYIO ro-
JIOBKY NOJ, NOXJAEM M CTaja XIAThb yTpa.

Beponuka 3Hana, YTO yTPOM JHOXIAb NMPEKPATHUTCA M HACTAHET COJHeY-
HBIH JeHb, HO BOKPYT Hee CTOSJI TaKOR pOnoT, TaKOH UIyM, YTO OHA TaK H
He PHUCKHyJIa HUYero CKasarb.

Benenbkass opxunest cepauiach, CEpIUIACS MOKPHIH LIMeNab, CepAHIACH
TpaBa TPUJIUCTHHK M XKEJTHIH JIOTHK, BCe OBLIM YKACHO HEZOBOJBLHEI IO-
rogoit. Hawe Manbus u TaHbuA NPUYHBLIM W CHPSITAJHUCh NOJ rpuGOM
BMeCTO TOro, YTOOBbl PE3BHTHCA W IIAIHUTD.

— XoTHTe, 1 BaM pacCKaxy O ueM-To?.. — cnpocuia pobko Bepo-
HUKa. — XOTHM, XOTHM!.. — KPHKHYJH CBOUMH cepeOpSHBIMH roJOCKaMH
Manbusa u Tanbus.

Ho cepauthiil mmenb, HeXOBOJbHEIE MypaBbH M IVIyXasi Kpanupa pas-
JPAXKUTENbHO 3aMaxalH rojJOBaMU H KPHKHYJIH eii:

Her, HeT, He XOTHM cayumaThb ONSATb NPO JAEeHb POXIAeHHS MaHbUM U
Tanbuu!.. — Taxk BepoHHka HHYero M He CKasana.

A, moxer OwbITh, ecaH-OBI OHAa CKas3aja BCEM, UTO 3aBTpa JOXKAA He
6yzmeT, oHa mpeaymnpeauaa 61 OOHO cOOBITHE, HEOXUIAHHO pa3pas3HBlIeecs
Haj BCEMH.

Pano yrpom, exBa Tonbko Manbusi u TaHbus NpPOCHYJHCh, KaK cpasy
}e OHH 32KMYPHUJIHChb OT SIPKOTO COJIHEYHOTO cBeTa. Bechb MOMHK ropeds,
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KaK B OrHe, OT SIpPKHX COJHEUHHIX Jyuyelt. OHM NPOHHKAJIH BO BCE OKOHUA H
pa36byauau Manbuio H TaHblio.

— Bcrasaifite, BcraBaiite, Manbus 4 TaHblsi, — FOBOPHJH OHM, NTHYKH
yKe NaBHO NPOCHYJHCb, a Bbl BCe CNHTe!.. — M COJHEYHBbIE JY4YH NPAMO
B I'1a3a HaNpaBUJH UM CBOH SIDKHI CBeT.

Manbusa 1 TanbLA HHKaK He OXHIAMH YBHAETb CTOJbKO cBeta. OTKyxa
oH wexa? .. Kak cBetso u pagoctHo 6b110 Ha aBope! Ha He6Ge He 6nl10 HH
ONHOMH TYUYKH, BCe He6O OLIIO CHHee H YHCTOE, a HaJ 3eJeHHIMH AepPeBbAMH
NMOJHHUMAJIOCh yXKe BOCXOJAsllee COJHLE.

Manbus 1 TaHbust BBICKOYHJIH H3 NOK roay6hix oxesiiell H GBICTPO BHI-
Gexanu Ha aBop. Boxe, kak xopowo 6b10 Ha aBope! Kak Temiao, xak Be-
cero! M onn moGexanu npsiMo K couaHuy. OHH Gexalu NMPsSMO H TNPSMO,
TepsAsACh CPeIH TPaBHl, LIBETOB, BETOUEK M KYCTOB, MYyTafiChb B 3€JE€HOM MXe
y KopHeil 6oJbluux AepeBbeB M y6Geras Bce Aajblue H Hajdbllie OT CBOEro
POIOHOrO JOMHKA.,

OHu 3a6bLIH yXe NPO CBOUX KDECTHBHIX, MPO BceX, KTO 3a6O0THJCA H
KOPMHJI HX, M 6exaJu IO Tex nop, Moka He CBAJHJHKCH NMOJ NEepBLHIM MOMNAaB-
LIMMCS JIHCTOM.

A Kkakoit mepemoJox MNOJHSJICA B 3TO BpeMsi BOKPYr HX JOMHKa!
Bo-nepBhIX, NpUNoJ3/ia yIHTKA U TaK paccepAHJach Ha BCeX, UTO He NpH-
CMOTpeJH 3a ee JeTbMM, H CTOJbKO HANyCTHJA MBLILHOH IEHBI, YTO BCe
326l Jaxe Ha Bpemsi 0 Manbue u TaHble H cTadu c JOOONHTCTBOM
CMOTpeTh Ha 6eaylo MeHy, OXuIasi, YTO M3 Hee POJATCH He TOJbKO JBe, a
neanlit necATok Manbueit u Tanbuelt, HO, yBHI! . . H3 NeHBHl HHYEro He IOKa-
3bIBaJIOCh, U YIHTKA CMYIIIEHHO MOCIHEeLINIa YIOJ3TH Nojablie, gaxe nepe-
CTaB CepAUTbCS.

310 6GLINIO TeM YyxKacHee, uTo 0 Manble u TaHblle He GBLIIO HH CayXa, HH
pyxa. [lycroit JOMHK, OCBEILEHHBI! COJHLEM, Ka3aJACA TaKUM NeYaJbHBIM.
Fony6ass Beponuka He Moria 6Ge3 cje3 Ha Hero CMOTpPETb M BCe BpeMs
nJjakasa.

— Cue3aMHu ropro He NMOMOXeNIb ... — C CepAleM Cka3ana el GeneHb-
Kasi OpXHJest H OrOPYEHHO OTBEpPHYJachb OT BepOHHKH.

Ho, uem Moraa nomoub BepoHuka, KOrjma ee KOPHH KpemnKO CHAENH B
3eMJe, H OHa He MOTJIA CABHHYTHCA ¢ MecTa. OJHA TOJbKO JIErKOMBICJAEHHAS
CTPeKO3a HHYEro HUKOMY He CKasata, HO IoJeTesaa KyJAa-TO TaK MOCIHEIIHO,
YTO eBa He cJoMaja ce6e KphlIbsl, 3alleNMUBIIKCh 32 BETKY JepeBa.

A B 370 BpeMsa Maubusa u TaHbusa yxe npuumian B ce6s ¥, BMECTO yCTa-
JOCTH, BIAPYr MOYYBCTBOBAJMH HEOOLIKHOBEHHYIO PamOCTb MOJ TOPAYHMH
ayuamu coanua. Eme-6n, UM OBLIO Telepb TaK TEMJIO H TaK Becesao, Kak
HHKOTJa DO CHX MOp.

— JloBu MeHsl! . . — KkpukHyaa TaHbls, H OHH nNo6Gexann. OHH NMpHITaJH,
HHIDSIIM B TPaBe, KYNAJHUCh B BO3JAYyXe H NeJH CBOMMH TOHEHbKHMH KaK y

KOMapa rojJocamMH.
— Urto 3HaAyHT, YTO HAM TaK peceao?.. — CIIpOCHJIA Manbus CBOIO
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cecTpy, HO TaHbUSi HHYEro He OTBETHJA, a, 3BOHKO 3aCMESIBIUMChH, BCTPAX-
HyJa TaK CHJIbHO JHJIOBHIA KOJOKOJbYHK Haj ee roJoBOM, uto GaecTsiue
POCHHKH, KaK LleJI0e BEAEPKO BOAH, OGJHIH C HOT X0 IOJOBH MaHbIyo.

— Aii, — BCKpHKHYyJIa MaHbls, — KaK XOpowo! . . — H BCTPAXHYyJa Haf
Tanbue#t xextniit moTHK. Tak OHM INANMAH, ABE KPOLIEYHHE NEBOYKH, a
BOKPYT HHX BCE€ IECTPeJO OT BCEBO3MOXHHX LIBETOB H 3€JIEHH.

OxauH TONBKO BOPOGeEH, cayyaiiHO 3aeTeBLIMA CIOAA, CMYTHA M MCIyran
HX. OH cuzen Ha 6y3HHEe H C YAMBJICHHEM Pas3rAAAHBAN HX.

— Kakue cTtpanHnie cymectBa, — AyMald OH, — XYKH-HE XYKH, —
HeyXeJH JIOIH ?

OH HHYero He MOT NOHATb H3JAJNH H CJAeTea C AepeBa NMoGaHKe, YTOOK
XOpOlIEeHbKO PacCMOTPETh HX.

— Kak Bac 30ByT?.. — CTPOro CNpOCHA OH JAEBOYEK H HAEpPOIUHA
BCE€ Nepbsl.

— Manbus 4 TaHblUSA. .. — OTBETHJH CECTPEHKH H HCNYraHHO NpHKa-
JHCb APYT K APYKKe.

— Uro xe Bbl 34eCh Aenaere? .. — ellle CTPOXKE CMPOCHA HX BOopoGei
H FPO3HO HayaJ HaCTynaTh Ha HHX CBOefl rpyablo.

— Mnul urpaeM, — pa3oM OTBETHJIH eMy HAEBOYKH, — OX, He myraf
Hac!.. — B3MOJHJIHCb OHH, H BOpo6el CMArYHICA H OTCTYMHJA OT HHX.

— Hy, Huuyero, urpafite cebe.. — MHJIOCTHBO pa3peliHd OH H yJe-
TeJ NMpoyb.

CkoabkO 6BIJIO TaKHX NMPOHUCLIECTBHA, TPYAHO Raxe nepexaTtb, — Kaxks
AL XOoTex CHavyala OOHAETh HX, a NOCAe, NPHCMOTPEBIUHCh K HHM,
JKaxen HX.

Ho, ueM crapuie cranoBuauCch Manbuda H TaHbus, TeM pe3ue BHICTynala
pa3HHLa B X Hrpax. Manbls npocTo waauiaa. ITogGexHuT K uBeTKy, BCYHET
rOJIOBKY B CaMyl0 CepeXHHy BEHUYHMKa, HaGepeT KeATOA NMHJAbLL HAa BOJOCH
H BECeJO CMeeTCs:

— CwmoTpu, Taubusd, 1 — nueakal .. — Hau-xe no6Gexur tak GHCTPO,
yTo Kaxercs, 6yaro Gexasa 6a6oyka TpemelleT B TpaBe, H CIPAYETCHA IMOR
3eJIeHBIM 30HTHKOM.

— Ay, Taubusi!.. — KDHKHET H IpOMKO 3acMmeercsi, yTo6nl Tanbus
CKOpee MOrJa ee HafTH.

Ho y Taubuu urpnl 6BlIH COBCEM HHBIE; HeIapOM BOJOCH Yy Hee C Kax-
JBLIM YacOM CTAaHOBMJHMCH BCe TeMHee M TeMHee. Temnepb yKe COBCEM JErko
GLIIO OTJAHYMUTbL HX OXHY OT Apyrofi: Maupus O6uaa 6GejeHbKas C 30J0THM
OTJIHBOM B BOJIOCaX, a TaHblsi — yepHas, ¢ CHHUM 6JeCKOM B BOJOCaX, KaK
Ha KPBUIbSIX ¥ 3EMJISHOTO KYyKa.

Onu 3a6exanu OYeHb JaJeKO OT CBOEro NOMHKA, TaK JNajJeKo, UTO He-
yero GHIJIO yxe M AyMaTh O CKOPOM BO3BpaileHnu nomofl. Ha maBope craHo-
BHJIOCh BCe TeMHee H TeMHee. HakoHel, HacCTynHJ Beyep, H COJHIE COBCEM
CKPBHIJIOCh 32 TOPH30HTOM.

Ho, kax cTpaiiHo, KaK TEMHO H HEyIOTHO GLLIO HOYLIO 6€3 MX HAOMHKa.
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Jaxe HOuHblE CHAb(HABIL, CO CBOHMH NPO3PAyHLIMH 3eJIeHBIMH TelblaMH,
HaroHsVIM Ha HUX CTpax. A JMCT, HEOXHMJIAHHO yNaBLIMi C AepeBa, BHYLIMJI
UM HacToAwWMHA yxac. O cHe He MOINIO ObIThb M peud. OHH CHAENH, KPENKO
NPHKABUWIMCh APYr K JPYXKe H, IIHPOKO OTKPHIB IVIa3KH, HCNYraHHO
CMOTpeJH B TEMHOTE.

Haxkoneu, Ha He6e MOsIBMJIACh JyHa M OCBeTHJA BCe CBOHMM OJieIHHIM
cBetoM. Teneph OHM CHOBa MOTJIH BHIAETh TpaBy, LBETH, H pPOi MoOlleEK,
MIAWYMWUA Hax HUMH. JIyHa yCMOKOHMJIA MX, H OHM, CKJIOHHBLUIMCH APYT K
ApPYXKe, HayaJdu JpeMaTb, KaK BAPYT YCJBLIIIAJH JErKHil TpemneT KpPLIIbLEB
H BeceJloe MeHHe,

To 6blaa cTpeko3a, OHa MOCMEeUIHO JeTeka K HUM, Hrpast NpO3payHbIMHU
KPLIILIIUKAMH NpH JyHe H GJeCTsi CBOUMH CBeTsiiuMHcs, GpochopHuecKuMHU
ria3aMH.

— Bor, roe oHH!.. — pazOCTHO BCKPHKHYJa OHAa H CHYCTHJAacCh K
netam. — Kak Bbl momanau crogxa?.. bBoxe, kak 3To majexko OT Balero
AOMHKA, U KaKOH y Bac xaldkuit Bunx!.. — UM JerkomMeicieHHast CTpeko3a

Jaxe BCILIaKHYJa, YPOHHB Ha HUX CBOIO CJe3y.
Manbusa u TaHbusi BBIIE3TH H3-NMOJ JUCTKA M, Hamepeboii, cTaau pac-
CKa3bIBaTb CTPEKO3e, KaKk OHM 3abexanu CloJaa U NOTepsiH LOpOry.

— Uro ke HaM JeliaTh Tenepb? — pacTePsIHHO CIPOCHUJIH OHH e€e H CHOBA
6eCnOMOLIHO NMPHXKAJUCh APYT K APYHKKeE.

Ho crpexosa moaro He ayMana H, MOBEPHYBUIMCh K HUM CBOHM KPENKHUM
3eJIeHBIM XBOCTHKOM, BeceJO CKa3aJa.

— Hy, cagurecs, 11 oTHecy Bac aomoit! . . — Y, korxa Manbusa u Tanbus
B3JI€3JH K Hell Ha CITUHKY M Kpenko OGHSJIH ee, OHa 3aTpenaja KPhIIbILIKaMH
M NOJHAJNACh HA BO3AyX.

OHa JeTesla OYeHb AOJAro, TaK JH0Jro, uro Manbus U TaHblUs HayadH
JApeMaTh U eABa He CBAJHIHCh BHH3, Ha 3eMJIO.

— He cnure!.. — cTporo KpukHyJa UM CTPEKO3a M 3aleja Becenaylo
NeceHKy, 4ToOBl pa3orHaTh y HHX COH.

Tak onu monetenu o nomuka. loay6Gas Beponuka yxe cnana, 3em-
JSIHON YepBsK TOXe Crnaj Noj 3eMJeH, cnalu JepeBbsl H TpaBa, He CNAJIH
TOJBKO KOMaphl M CBeTASUKH. CBETJAYKH 3aNOJ3JH B JOMHK H OCBElaJH
MaJieHbKHe OKOHLA.

Ho Genenbkasi opxuaesi MpOCHyJach NnepBas U PafOCTHO BCKPHKHYJA,
yBuaeBwd Manbuio u Taubuto. IlpocHynack u BepoHuka, u rayxasi KpanHusa,
M KeATHll JoTHK. Kak yIOTHO M Beceso cpasy CTajlo NOJA OpPEXOBHIM
KycToMm!

JoMHK Bech 3aCBETHJICA OT PafOCTH, OTKyxa M Habpaloch CTOJBKO
cperasukoB! CTpeko3a ycenach Ha TpyOy MOMHKA M Hayald paccKasblBaTh
BCEM, KaK OHa HaluIa JAeBOYeK.

A Manbuga ¥ TaHbludA 3a6blIH yXXe PO COH H, MPUIIAB K BOCKOBOMY Be-
IEPKy, C HacJlaXaeHHeM NMHIH Mel. Kak xopouio 6bi10 10Ma, KaK PagxoCTHO
BCTPETHJIH MX BCE M C KAaKMM HHTEPECOM CAyIIaJH BCE PACCKa3bl CTPEKO3HI.
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Manbus nepBasi HaNHJAaChb MEAY H XOTeJa yxe HATH ClaTh, KaK BAPYT
ycaslllana, KaKk KTo-To muader. OHa MOAHsAJMA CBOIO CBETJAYI0 TOJOBKY H
yBHIEJA CBOI0 KPECTHYyI0 MaTh, roaybyio Beponuky. BepoHuka wuemaoBajia
ee MyIIHCTBIE BOJOCH H IJIaKajla OT PafOCTH.

Cepaue MaHbuM nepenoJHHIOCH MI0GOBbI0 K CBOEH KPEeCTHOH, H OHa
HEXHO npolulenTtaja eu:

— $1 mo6ao Te6s1, BepoHuka, u Huxkoraa 6oJblie He ocTaBiio Tebs . . .

Taxk 3akoHumJCs HX NepBHI JeTHut AeHb. Ha paccBere Manbus u
TaHblA NPOCHYJHCH OT TPOMKOTO pasroBopa.

— CwmoTtpu, Beponuka, — roBopusa KpanuBa, — pa3Be Thl He 3ame-
yaellb, KaK BHIPOCIH JEeBOUYKH 3a HOYb? HeT, THI HAKJIOHHCH H NMOCMOTPHU
6JMKe, — OHHM PacTyT He IO JAHSM, a IO yacam...

M Maspis DOYYBCTBOBaja B3BOJHOBAHHOE JblXxaHHe BepoHukum u
KpanuBrul. [lefiCTBHTENbHO, OHH HEOGHIKHOBEHHO CHJIbLHO BHIDOCJH 3a HOUb,
HaCTOJbKO CHJbHO, UTO MX KpPOUIeYHble HOXKKH He BMEILUAJIHCh B KPOBATH H
YIHPAJIHCh NPSIMO B CTEHKY JOMHKA.

Ho camoe yxacHoe 6bliIO TO, YTO ABepla B HX JOMHKe OKa3alachb
CIHLIKOM TeCHOH M OHM HEe CMOIVIH BHIHTH M3 CBOEro AOMHKA. Yxe COJHIUE
B30OLVIO COBCEM BLICOKO, XABHO YXe NMPOCHYJUCh BCe NMTHYKH, Bce 6a60UKH
M uBeThl, a Manblsa u TaHblA BCe elle CHAENH Y ce6s B JOMHKE M HHKaK He
MOTIVIM BHIATH H3 HEro.

Haxonel, oHM ropbKoO 3amjakajy M Hayald 3BaThb Ha MOMOIb.

— Yr0 penaTb C HUMHM? .. — B3BOJHOBAaHO TOBOPHJH Mexay coOO#
JIIOTHK, KpanuBa, H GejeHbKasi OpXUues.

CTpekosa Jerana Haj HOMHKOM H OT BOJHEHHMS] TaK 'POMKO Tpelana
KPBIIbSIMH, YTO paclyraja BO BCe CTOPOHBI MOIIEK, IIyMeJa LIMeab, MHIaaa
nmyeJsa, HO 6oJblIe BceX TOCKoBaja Beponmka.

— Hago mockopee paspyumuTth ZOMHK!.. — KPHKHYJa, HaKOHeEIl, OHA
BCEM TaK IPOMKO, HACKOJbKO XBaTHJIO y Hee cuil. — CKkopee, ckopee crozxal. .
Eit nokasanock, utTo Manblsa 1 TaHblsg 3aABIXAIOTCA U YK€ YMHDPAIOT.

MypaBbH nepBble 3aCyeTHJIHUCh M 3a6eranu no JOMHKY, BblIe3 3eMJad-
HOH YepBSAK H CTAJ NMOAPLIXJIATH 3€MJII0, — BCe MPHHSIUCH 3a paGoTy.

Manbuss u TaHbls nepecTajqu INJaKaTb U TOJbKO TPDOMKO CTOHAJIH,
yIepliuch roJioBaMd B moTosok. HakoHen, ZOMHK 3aluarancs, 3aTpelian
M TpecHya momnosaMm. Hax xpoiwieft npocyHynuch 6esnast M 4epHasi FOJOBKH
Manbuy 1 TaHbuH.

— VYpa!.. — KpukHyJna cTpeko3a. — Ypal.. — MOAXBATHIN LIMEJD,
nmueaxa ¥ MypasbH. LlBeTHl 6pPOCHIM HECKOJBKO JENeCTKOB BMECTO HOCOBHIX
NJaTO4YKOB, U Maubus ¥ TaHblUs BHITEPIH UMM CBOH CJIE3HUHKH.

Ho, Boxe, kak OHM M3MEHHJMCb, KaK BHIDOCAH M KaK CTaJH HENMOXOXH
Ipyr Ha apyra. KoHeuHo, OHM GBLTH ele COBCEM KPOUIKH, He GoJblie LIMens,
HO BCE-TaKM, CPAaBHUTEJIbHO C T€M, KAKOBbI OHM OBIIH paHblile, OHH Ka3alHCh
BCEM Temepb OueHb OOJbIIMMH.

— CmoTpu, Beponuka, — ckasana BADYr KpamnuBa, — CMOTPH, BEAb
Tanbus o6mxaer Maunbuio! . .
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dto 6BLI0 NepBoe, YTO 3aMETHJH LBETHl MOCJe BO3BpALEeHHs AEBOYEK
ZoMoi. Ho He TOJbKO LBETHl 3aMeTHJH 3TO, YBHAE] 3TO H LuMeab, U 6a-
6ouka, M paxe yJauTka. BHauase Bce 3acMesIMCh, YBHAEBIUH, Kak TaHbls,
nofimMaB MaHbl10 32 ee LIEJKOBHCTHIE CBETJble BOJOCH, OGbeT ee 3eleHOi
TpaBKOH, HO MaHble 6blI0 60JLHO, H OHA 3aIaKaja.

Bce ycaplmanu ee OGHKEHHBIH TOJOCOK M BCEM, He HCKAIOYas aaxe
MypaBbeB, CTAMO Xaldb MaHbLlO.

— Her, Her, Heab3ssi AONYCTHTb, YTOGHI JAEBOYKH OGHXAMH ApYr
apyra! .. CTpeko3a yceaach Ha TPeCHYBILYIO KPHIIIY AOMa, NPUJETE] LIMeb,
TaHHCTBEHHO HarHyJHCb ADYT K APYXKeE LBETHl, BCE 3aBOJHOBAJHCb H Ha-
yaju COBeLaThCsl.

A co6CcTBEeHHO roBOps, HHYEro 0CO6EHHOr0 M He CAy4YHAOCh. CeCTpeHKH
NOCCOPHJHCH U TOJBKO, OHH TaKKe OLICTPO H MOMHPHJIMCh, HO BCEM MOYEMYy-
TO elle XOJro OblIO HENPHUSTHO BCIOMHUHATb HX CCOPY.

JIHHM GBbLTH XKapKHe, HaCTOJbKO XapKHe, UTO Jaxe JepeBbfl XKajl0BaIUCh
Ha Xapy M roTOBBI OBIH KaXAYyl0 CeKyHAY COpPOCHTH C ce6Gsi BCce JHCThbS.
BosipHIIHHK yXe Hauaa OTLBeTaTh, Oenasf akauus, cepeOPHCTHIA TONMOJAb
yae BBINYCKaJ Ha BOJIO CBOM NMYLIHCTHIE CEMEeHa, H OHH JaJIeKO pasieTalucCh
Nno BO3AYyXy NMpH MajelueM AyYHOBEHHH BeTpa.

— Kak xaap, uTo OHH OTILBeTaloT!.. — roBopusa MaHbUs U NOKAa3H-
Bana TaHble Ha cyxue JenecTkd Ha 3emue. Ho TaHbus He moOHHMaJa, YTO
Takoe #aaocTb. Ha 3T0 OnlIO M Jayuwe aiast Hee. Eit Jerue xuioch, uem
Manbue. ¥ Manpuu OBIJIO CIMUIKOM MHOrO 3a6OT.

Ona 6osnach oOHAETh Xaxe TPaBKy M HACTYNHTb Ha Hee CBoeil Kpo-
weyHoi HOxKoM. OHa 3a Bcex 3acTynajach M HHKOIO He jaBaja B o6Guny.
A ckoabko y Hee Onlno gpyseii!.. Kaxpawiii mMor-6ul eff TOJbKO NO3aBH-
JOBAaTb, Jaxe NTHUKH NMPHJIETATH K HeH M3hajeKa U XEeJHIHCHh ¢ Hell CBOHUM
ropeM M pagoCTsIMH.

Ho, uto cayuunoch ¢ Tanbueii? IMouemMy Tak HEOXHXAHHO H CHJBHO
H3MeHHJach 3Ta KpolleyHasi NpekpacHas geBouka? Yem 6oJbllie CTaHOBH-
JIach OHA, TE€M C KaXXIbIM JHEM BCe pe3ue H pe3ue H3MEHSJIOCh ee OTHOLIEHHE
ko BceM. OHa COBepLIEHHO pa3yuHJaachb NMOHHMATh A3HIK, HA KOTOPOM Ha-
YYHJIH FOBOPHTD €€ LIBETH, 3eJIeHbIH MOX, AepeBbs, lIMelb, 6a6yliKa nueaka,
MypaBbH H, HaKOHell, BCe, C KEM OHa JXHJa M rOBODHJA paHbILe.

OHa coBeplLIeHHO pa3yuyuJachb NOHHMATh MX f3bIK. Korma omHammut
BepoHuka ckasana eit, yToO6Bl OHa He cMeJa OGpHIBaTh KPBUIBILIKH Y Hace-
KOMBIX, OHa NOCMOTpeJa Ha Hee C TaKUM HeJOYMEHHEM M TaK I'POMKO pac-
CMeslJIach, UTO Jaxke 3eMJISHOH YepBsiK BHINOJ3 H3 CBOEH HOPKH NMOCMOTPETD,
YTO CIYYHJIOCH.

M ueMm crapuie cCTaHOBHJIACh OHA, T€M MeEHble JIOOGUIH ee BCe U TeM
6oubllie 60MUCh. A OXHAXAB, HAa NMpa3gHHKE CBETJAAYKOB, KOTJa BCe CBET-
JASYKH co6paiiuch BMeCTe M, BeceJble H pafOCTHBIE, KPYXXHJIUCh B XOpOBOJE,
Tanbus BOpBajach B BeCeAbIli XOPOBOJ, NepeJOBHJIA BCeX CBETASUKOB H,
HaHM3aB HX Ha cTeGeJb TpaBhHl, HaJeJa 3TO XKHBOE Oxepelbe Ha cebs.
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Kak MyuHIuch XHUBBHIe CBETJSAYKH, HAaHH3aHHbIE HA KOJIOUYI0 TPaBy, Kak
cTpajana Masbus, riasis Ha HUX, KaK IPYCTHO CTaJ0 Ha BeceJOM Npa3gHHKe,
H KaK BCe CTaJH elie 60Jblie 00ATbCSI MaJeHbKOH 3/0H JeBOUYKH!

Bce THXO 1uenTaaHCh, BCe BOJHOBAJUCh H JepxKajd COBET, ha, Haxe
Jepxaau cOoBeT, kak u3baButbcsi oT TaHbuHu. BepoHuka nepBas 3asBuia 006
3TOM, CKasaja 3TO H OeJeHbkasi OpXHJes, WU JIOTHKH, H JaXe KpanuBa H
3eMJISIHOH YepBsK.

— Her, 37O He MOXeT NpomO/KATBCA TaK JHajblie, CErOAHSA — CBET-
JSUKOB, a 3aBTpa — HaC, C 3THM HYXKHO NMOKOHYHTb, H pa3 HaBcerpal

Tak peluusH LBeTH], TaK PelIMJH H MypaBbH, Y HUX TOXe NOCTPaZaJH
netd — TaHbua pa3opuia UX MypaBeMHHK M YHUUTOXHJAQ BCe JHYHUHKH,
6Geable MajseHbkHe sMUKH. Bce xanoBaauch, BCe PONTAadHd H, HaKOHeL, NPH-
AyMaJH, KaKk u3baButbcsi oT TaHbLH.

Taublg craja ¥ HU4Yero He cabliiajna, HO Maubus He cmaja. OHa Moz o-
mwJaa Kk BepoHuke, npuxajnach K He H THXO 3alJjakania.

— Heyxeau onu aumar ee cectpuupl? OHa HHUKOrZAa 3TOr0 He Iepe-
JKHBeT M yMmper 6e3 Hee...

Bce, kak-6yaro, 3a6ulii 0 MaHblle U, YBUAEB ee, BAPDYI CMYTHJIHCb. A
MaHbls MOJIUA IJIaKaja U ee CJae3bl, BMECTO POCHI, NafaJyi HAa TOJOBKHU 1iBe-
TOB H CMHPSJIH HMX B3BOJHOBaHHbIE cepaeukd. Tak OHa mpomJjakala BCIO
HOUYb, a Ha paccBeTe TaHbLA NMONpPEXHEMY OCTaJacCh XXHTb BMECTE CO BCEMH.

H BoT cayumaoch TO, yero 60sauch Bce. TaHblsA BHIPOCIA HACTOJBKO,
YTO C HEK He JIerKO ObLIO yxe cnpaBuTbCs. OHa cBOOGOAHO B3Jas3uiaa Ha
IepeBbsl U pa3opsya rHe3jfa NTUYek, 3aberaja Jajneko OT AOMa H Jexana
BCe, YTO XOTeJa. Tenepb HUKTO Yyxe He CMeJ CKa3aTh eif: — He JeJaii 3Toro,

MOTOMY-UTO 3TO Hexopouo... — Ee 60siiuch, H OHA YyBCTBOBala 3TO H
CcMesIach.
— TMomoxau, raynelii JIOTHK, U 40 Te6s KOHneT ouepexb!.. — myranaa

OHa JIOTHK H OCTaHaBJHBAasiCb, HAPOYHO TaK HAKJIOHSJA €ro roJOBKY, UTO
TOT CTOHaJX OT 6oaH. OHa o6GMKaNa M YJIUTKY U ChiajNa eff B PaKOBHHY
MecoK, MOKa YJAHTKAa COBCEM He 3aMHpaja oT cTpaxa. OHa He Xajesia HHKOTO
H BCeX HapOYHO Nyraja U My4yHJa.

Opna TOAbKO MaHblsl ee He Gosilach U BCSUeCKH MNBbITajJach ee OCTa-
HaBJHBATh.

— Yrto TH penaeuib, TaHbls, 3aueM OOMKaellb BCeX? .. — rOBOpPHJIA
OHa eil U ropbKO MJakada, Korma TaHblig He CAyllajJa ee W HPOXOJKAJIA
MY4YHTb BceX. AX, kak 6bicTpo Bblpociaa Taublsd, ropasno OwiCTpee, ueM
WKeJTHIM JIOTHK, H Aaxe MaHbus.

— Tu1, Taubus, HeGaarofgapHas JeBoYKa, — CTPOrO rOBOpHJIA ef Kpa-
NMHUBa, — Thl POAHJIACH C HeAOOGPHIM CepAleM W MOTOMY NPHUMHSEIIb BCEM
TOJBKO CTpPaJaHHs.

— Tol ONATH BOPUHILLb, — OTBeuasa eii TaHbLS U FPOMKO CMesJIach Hax
Heil; BIpoyeM, OHa JaXke He NMOHMMaJa, O YeM FOBODHT eH Kpanusa.

Ho Gouabuie Bcex mouyemy-To TaHbus He Jo6uiaa Beponuku. Beponuka
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YKOPH3HEHHO CMOTpeJa Ha Hee, BepoHHKa MelIana el JIOBHTb XYYKOB, My-
ek, 6aboyex, BepoHuKka BeyHO CTOsiIa Ha JOpPOTe M HE JaBaja eil MOKOos.
Tanbus He MOHMMaJa, O YeM OHA TOBOPHT, HO ee GECIIOKOHIH CHHHE, FICHLIE
raasa Beponuku.

M BoT, omHaxzabl, HOUBLIO, KOTa BCE YXKE€ CMaJH CIOKOMHBIM CHOM,
Tanpus ogHa He MorJya cnnath. OHa THXO BCTajda M nouuia k Manbie. Manbus
KPEnKo crnaJja, pa3MeTaB BO CHE CBOM 30JOTHCTHIE BOJIOCHI, U HE NMPOCHYJIACh,
korzaa Tanbnsa nogoma K Heil. TaHbus nMocMoTpesa Ha YCHYBUIETO PSAOM
¢ Manblell nayyka, Ha CHIPATaBLIErOCSl B KOpe KJeHa LIMeJs, Ha KPanHBY,
THXO JpeMaBLIyI0, Ha BCeX, U OCTOPOXHO HampaBHJach K BepoHuke.

BepoHuka Toxe cnaja, CKIOHHBIIMCh TaK HH3KO K 3emie, yTo TaHble
HHYEro He CTOMJIO CKJIOHHTL ee ele HUxke, H TaHbLUS CXBaTH/IAa TOHEHbKHIl
crebesb, KPENKO-KPENKO CXKajla ero B CBOMX CHIbHBIX pYuYeHKaXx, H MPUrHyJa
€ro K 3eMJie TaK HHU3KO, UTO crebeseK TPECHYJa M CAOMAJICH.

Ho Beponmka eue He cpa3y yMepJa, ee roJoBKa elle JepxaJjach Ha
3eJIeHOM KOXKHIle, H OHAa yCIleJa elle YyThb CABILIHO NMPOLIeNnTaTh:

— Ax, Tanbug, Tanbug ... 3auem TH 3TO cienana?.. — M oHa ymepaa.

¥YTpowm, Koraa Bce npocHyauch, Tanbus eute crnana. Moxer-GbITh, TaK-
6Bl HHKTO U He y3HalJ, OTuero ymepJaa BepoHuka, MoOxeT, mOxyMaiu-GHI,
YTO ee CJIOMaJ BeTep, HO cyabba cama mocMesnach Han TaHbleH, U rOJOBKa
BepoHuku Jexana paaoM c roaoBoi TaHbuu, M CHHHe ria3a BepoHuku
CMOTpeJH Ha BCeX, KaK JKuBLIe, U 6e3 CJOB, C YIPEeKOM roBopuiu 060 BceM
CIYYHBILIEMCS.

He 6nl10 cOMHEHHS, UTO 3TO GBLIO Aeto pyK Tanbuu. DTO NMOHAMH BCe,
M MOJYa, KAK OJMH, PEUIMJH NOKOHUUTb ¢ Taubueil. Hu caesarl MaHbuwy,
— OHa roprl.0 MIaKajia Haj MepTBoO# BepOHHKON M Hax CypOBHLIM NPHIOBO-
pOM BCeX, — HHM CMYLIeHHbI, BUHOBAaTHIH BHA TaHbLH, HHYTO HE MOIJIO
6oJiblie U3MEHHTh OOIero peuLleHHs.

Jlaxke COJHIIE He BBIMISIHYJIO B 3TOT JAeHb, U Ha JBOpe OBLLIO HEBECceao
H xomxonHo. ITocre sakpaman HOXJAb, U OTKYJAA-TO 3aJeTe] XYK-HaBO3HHK.

— Bul He 3HaeTe-JH, YTO 3a NMeuadbHbIH XeHb CErOAHA? — CIPOCHJI XKYK
y lIMeJsi, ¥ LIMeJb OTBETHI:

— Ceropua AeHb Tpaypa no no6Gpoii Beponuke, oHa ymepJaa OT PYKH
anoit Tanbuu!.. — M xyk yBugen TanbLlO.

Ona cuzena Ha caMOM BepXylliKe JepeBa M, KaK HH B ueM He GHIBalo,
rpuiana cemsykd. Efi He OGBIIO XOJOAHO, MOTOMY-UTO €€ YepHbie BOJOCHI,
KaK LIEPCTAHOM MJIaTOK, 3aKPHIBAJIH ee A0 IAT.

A Ha 3eMJe, CKJIOHMBIIHMCHL Han Beponuxoif, crosna MaHbusi M Tak
ropbKO INJaKajia, YTO He 3aMeTHJa XYKa.

IMocse XyK-HAaBO3HHUK yJeTes, yJjeTeJd BMeCTe C HHM M ILIMEJb, CTalo
OYeHb THXO, KaK nepej rpo3oil. Manble nokasaloch, YTO MypaBbH OT Hee
YTO-TO CKPHIBAIOT, U OHA CNPOCHJIA Yy OJHOIO M3 HHX:

— OrTuyero crano Tak Tuxo? .. Ho MypaBe#l TOJILKO CTPOro MOCMOTpEN
Ha Hee M HUYEro He OTBETHIL
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Tenepb HexoMy GBLIO ee IMOXKajeTb, H OHA CHOBa IOPbKO 3aIlIaKana.
KpanuBa nporsaHy/na K Hell JIUCT M XOTeJa ee NPUIACKATb, HO HEYASIHHO
yxanuaa ee. Manbue cTano GOJbHO, H OHA CNPATaNach OT BCEX NMOJ, JHCT
OpELIHHKAa M OJMHOKO TaM cuaena. Kak MeaJeHHO TAHYJOCh BpeMs, M Kak
CTaJIO BCe NeYaJbHO BOKPYT.

Ho k Beuepy Bce uameHnaoch. Co BCeX CTOPOH CTaMH COGHPATLCS BCAKHE
3BepATa, NPHUJIETEN HE OJHH, a LeJoe THe30 lMeleil, HaleTeqo 6eCYHCIeH-
HOe MHOXECTBO OC, HayaJM I0JI3TH CO BCEX CTOPOH lieJble MOJKH MYPaBbeB,
BCSIKHX XYYKOB, MYIIEK, MOIIEK, CBET/ISYKOB, MOSBUIUCh COBCEM HE3HAKO-
Mule OOMXKEeHHbIe TapaKalllKi, — BCe, KOMY NPHUHHsIA MyuyeHusi TaHbusl.

U kak 37106HO u rHeBHO ponTtanu oHH Ha Taubuio! Tenepp oHM He 6osi-
JUCh €e U TPOMKO KpHYaJaH eif:

— Ara, nofimanach, HaKOHell, BOT Mbl H CbeZUM Tebs cefiuac KHBYIO,
Oyneulb 3HaTh, KaK OOGHXKATh Hac!..

Y Manbud, oT cTpaxa 3a TaHblio, TaKk 3a6HIOCh CEPAEYKO, YTO OHA
ynaja Ha JHCTOK NMOJODOXHHKA M He B cHaax 6biia nmomusThcsi. Ho aTo
6n110 eute He Bce. CO BCeX CTOPOH, POMKO XJIOMNasi KPHIIbSIMH, CTAJH CJle-
TATbCS NTHLHL.

— U MBI, H MBI MpHCOeAMHSIEMCA K BaM, M Hac pasopsila U My4HJIa
Tanbus!

Ho Tanbuto He Tak Jerko O6nvuro ucnyrats. OHa B3/e3ja Ha CaMOe BHI-
COKOe JepeBO H I'POMKO KPHKHYJA OTTYXA BCEM:

— Ecau BB MeHsI He TpOHeTe, s YHAY OT Bac ceifuac-)ke M HHKOTrAa
6oJblue He BepHYch K BaMm!.. Ho eii HUKTO He moBepHJI.

— He Bepum, He BepuM TeGe! .. — 3aKpHYaJdH BCe H YrpoOKalollle CTaaH
NoAHUMATLCA K Hell Ha AepeBo. CepmuThie NTHYKH CTaJHd NOLJETAThb K Hel
U KJeBaTh ee.

— Mm BHIKIIOEM Tebe ria3a, U Thl Oymellb ciaenas, — MHIAAH OHH.

U Torma, Bapyr, Hajx BceMH pa3jajCsl 3BOHKHH, cepeGPHCTEHIN rOJOCOK
Manbun. TIlTHuKH, XYUuKH, LBETH, — BCe IIOBEPHYJH TOJOBKH B €€ CTOPOHY
H CMOJIKJIH.

Masnbusa nogHsAIach C JUCTKA M, MPOTSHYB KO BCEM CBOH KpOIUEUHHIE,
HeXXHble PYYKH, TPOMKO CKasaja:

— Bu gOoMmKHBI NOBEepUTH €, MOTOMY-UTO MHI yiJaeM BMecTe, f TaKxKe
yiny ¢ Tanbueii!.. Bbl MOoxxeTe MoBepUTh MHe, eCJIH He BepHuTe eil!.. — H,
CKa3aB 3TO, OHa 6eCCHJIbHO OMYCTHJIACh HA JHCTOK.

Kakoit mym nomusiicsa nocie cioB Mauwbuu! Ee mo06GHIH CHIHILIKOM
CHJIbHO, UTOGHl HE NMOBEPUTH €if, HO KaK TPyCTHO ObIIO JHwmaTbC MaHbUH
B TO BpeMsl, KOTa BCe K Hell Tak NMPUBLIKJIN ¥ NOJIOOHIH ee.

— Her, et u Het!.. Mbl He XOTHM, UTOGHI THl yXxogujaa oT Hac!.. —
3aKpHuaJH el Bce pa3oM H elile 60Jjee rPO3HO HAKHHYIUCh Ha TaHbIO.

Ho Manblg yxe onmpaBHJIach OT BOJHEHHUS] M TBePAO CKasana ellle pas:

— Ecau BB M06UTe MEHsl, BB JOJ/KHBEI OTIYCTHTb HAaC BMECTE, MEHS H
Tanbuio ... — W MaHblug yMmMoJsOlle NPOTAHYyJa KO BCEM CBOHM Kpolley-
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Hele pyukn. OHa GHiJIa TaK XOpOIIA B STOT MOMEHT M TaK BCA CBETHJAach OT
ROGPOTHI, CHABLUEH Ha ee JHLle, YTO HUKTO He MOCMeJ HAapPYLIMThb MOJIYaHHS,
BOJBOPHBIIErOCS NOCJIE €e CJOB.

Onmna TOoAbKO XHTpas TaHbUA NOHANA, YTO HACTYMHJA peIUHTEJbHAs
muHyTa. OHa GHICTPO CNYCTHAACh C AepeBa, BoJaoya 3a co60i no semie CBOH
JJIMHHBIE, YepHBle BOJOCH!, moabexana k MaHblue M, CXBaTHB ee 3a PYKY,
NOCNEeINHO NpoLIenTana:

— Hnem, ngem ckopee!..

Kak 6bicTpO HaCTynH/Ia HOYb B 3TOT Beuep, KaK HENPHUBETAHNBO CMOTPEIH
8Be3Jbl Ha 3eMJI0 H, KaK MyCTO M CTPalIHO GLLIO HA TPOMHHKE, e LLIH
Manbusa u Tanbua. OHM LK Bce GhICTpee M GHICTpee, YXOAS MOJaJiblle OT
SeJICHHIX JAepeBbeB, OT LBETOB, OT NTHYEK, OT MOXHATOrO LIMEJs, OT CYypo-
BLIX MypaBbeB, OT BceXx, BCeX, faxe OT Ao6poayuHoli yautki. OHa cMoTpena
BM BCJIeJ U rOpbKO NJaaKasia.

OHH yXxoxwiau BCe Aajblie H Jajbllie, MOKA COBCEM He CKPHUIHCH B
TeMHOTe.

— Kyna onn yuuau? .. — OropueHHO CIpoOCHJA Kpanusa.

— §1 He 3HAI0... — NPOCTOHAJNA YJAHTKA, — BOKPYI TaK TEeMHO, H HX
yxe He BHAHO! . .

— $1 3Ha10, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3aTpellaia CTPeKO3a, — A 3Hal0, OHH YLK

K mogsam!. .
— J10o6po H 3710... — NMpPOryaes 0 HUX rAyGOKOMHEICACHHO 1UMEJb.
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CRKA3HRA NP0 ANCTA

CHer 3aHec BCIO YJHLYy, MeTeJHLA KPYXHJIacb M HeCJaach, CJIOMA

roJioBy, gaxke BOpoObH He CHalH H, CNPATAaBLIHCh B BEHTHJAATOPE,
#aJO6HO YMPHKAAH B TEMHOTE. Y2KAaCHO, KaK OBIJIO XOJOXHO H CTPalIHO
Ha JBOpe.

Benuniit aucT, OH He 3HaX KyJa JeBaTh CBOM JJIHHHBIE, I'OJIble HOTH H,
BeCb 3aHeCEHHBIA CHEroM, CTOSJI Ha TPOTyape, NOAHHMAas TO OAHY, TO APY-
Tyi0 HOry.

— Bnyctn MeHsi, — xaJno6HO NOMPOCHA OH MAaJeHbKYI0 HEBOYKY K
NOCTy4aJ el JJIHHHHIM KIIOBOM B (hOPTOUKY.

JleBouka Kpenko crnajia B CBOeil TeMJIOH KpOBaTKe H He YCJbILIAAa aucTa.

— Bnycth MeHs, a1 oueHb 0356! .. — ele kano6Hee MONPOCHT OH.

B 3To BpeMs Mereauua yzapuia CHEXKOH B OKHO, H JeBOYKa MpoO-
CHYJIACh.

— $1 He cmalo, — CKa3ajia OHa M XOTeJa y)Xe CHOBA Jeub Ha NOAYIUKY
H KpeIKO YCHYTb, KaK auCT B TPETHH pa3 MOCTyyal, elle CHJIbHEe IPEXKHEro,
H HeTepHeJdBO KPHKHYJI:

— Jla, BnycTH-XKe MeHsl, BIIYCTH CKopee, si cOBceM 3ameps!..

JeBouka GBICTPO BCKOUMJA C KPOBaTKH H mnogbexana kK okHy. OHa
OYyeHb XOPOIIO 3HAajMa, YTO 3UMOH AHCTHI XXHBYT B TEIUIBIX CTpaHax M NpPH-
JIETAIOT TOJbKO BECHOH, KOrja rpeer COJHLE M JAYeT TeIJblii BeTepoK, HO
OHAa HHCKOJIbKO He YAHBHJIACh, KOTAA YBHAENA NMOJ OKHOM, BCIO 3aHECEHHYIO
cHeroM, 6GoJbliylo nTHiy. BabGyuika nmpeaynpeausa ee, 4TO 3TOH HOUbIO
AHMCT JOJ/IKEH NPUHECTH eif 6paTHKa MJAH CeCTPHUKY.

— 1 TaK ¥ 3Haxa, 4TO 3TO Thl! — PaZOCTHO BCKPHUKHYJA OHA U I'POMKO
paccMmesiiach, KOrjaa aucT 3actpsii B ¢OpTOUKe M He cpa3y BjJe3 B KOMHATY.

— Kak Tenno y Bacl.. — ckasan OH, mphirasi Ha nNoJ U OTpAXHUBas C
MOKDHIX KPHIIbEB CHET.

— O, BOCKJIHKHYJa MajieHbKasi JeBOuUKa, — Yy HAC TEMJI0, KaK JETOM,
NMOTOMY-YTO 3MMOM BO BC€X JOMAaX TOMNSATCS MEYKH.

— Bor kak!.. — ynuBmics aucT H 03a604YEHHO UTO-TO NOLUYNaAlX Yy
ce6Gs NOA OXHHMM, a NMOCJE NOX APYTHM KDPBLIOM.

MeTeanna cHOBa MoOAJeTesNa K OKHY, H CHOBa I'DOMAajHHIH KOM CHera,
COBCEM IIJIOTHO, 3aJENHJ Y2Ke BCe CTeKJIO.

BO)KE, YTO TBOPW/IOCDH Ha xBope, KOrja auCT COYCTHJCA HAa 3eMJI0.
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— A, xakoi cHer!.. — BCKPHKHYJa MaJleHbKasi leBOuKa. — Deannlft,
GexHbIA auCT, MOAyMala OHa, 4TO OH OyAeT AenaTh Ha ABOpe? — Xouellb,
— CKasaja OHa eMy, — OCTaBalics y Hac XHTb, NOKAa Ha ABOpE 3UMa.

Ho auct 03a6ouyeHHO mokayal roJIOBOil M JEJOBHTO OTBETHJ:

— Her, Her, 1 oueHb 3aHAT. ¥ MeHs THICAYA JEJ, H 1 HE UMEIO jAaxe
BpEMeHH, Kak cjaenyet, o60orperhbcs.

— W on nopowex k 3anepToil ABepH B KOMHATY MaTepH H, BCYHYB
JJHUHHBIH HOC B 3aMOYHYIO CKBRXXHHY, OTKPHLI ee.

— Typna Heab3s, Heab3si!.. — HCIYraHHO 3aNyilada MajdeHbKas [ne-
Bouka. Ho aucT He oOpaTua BHMMaHHSl Ha ee KPMK H Ba)XXHO BOIUEJ B
KOMHary.

— 3napaBCTBYliTe! — BeXJIMBO CKa3aJd OH BCEM M MOKJOHHJCA Mame H
JOKTODY.

JleBouka NPHJAbHYJAa K 3aMOYHOH CKBaXXMHHe H yBHAeJa TO, Yero Ha-
BEPHOE ellle HHKOTJa HUKTO He BHIEI.

[Tana cTosa pagoM ¢ JOKTOPOM U 03a60UYEHHO O YEM-TO TOBOPHI C HHM,
HO BJIDYT nama nocneurHo o6epHyJCs K auCTy H PafXOCTHO BCKPHKHYI:

— Haxoneu-tro, Tel npuuies K HaM, MBI NMPOCTO 3aMYYHJHCh, OXKHAAs
Te6s! .. .

M nana xotex noMoub auCTy YTO-TO AOCTaTh M3-MOJ KPHJIa, HO aHCT
OTCTPAaHMJI Nany H CaM NpSIMO HaNmpaBWJICA K KPOBATH MaTepH.

— Oii, oitl.. — cTOHaMa MaTh, — KaK TH AOJr0 He MPUXOAUA K HaM.
M ona npoTsiHyJNa K aUCTy PYKH.

Ho auct coBcem He cnewnsa. OH mpoilesncs MO KOMHaTe, MOKPYTHA BO
BCE€ CTODOHBI rOJIOBOMH, IOYecaJ MOKpPOE€ KPHLIO M, HaKOHel, NMOPHIBLIHCh
JJHHHBIM HOCOM y ce6s B NepbsiX, OTBA3aJ HOJ, KPLIJIOM MajieHbKHil CBEPTOK
H TOJIOXMJI ero Ha KpOBaTh MalepH.

JleBOUKa OT HeTepleHUs eBa He OTKpHLIA ABepb, HO B 3TO BPEMS auCT,
BIADYT, 3axJ0najd KpPbIbSIMH U KPHKHYJ CTPALUHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— DBepure-xe ckopee Baulero peGeHKa, OH YXKaCHO TSXKEJBIi! ..

B xomHaTe mopHsisach cymatoxa. [lama M ZOKTOp CTOJIKHYJHCH BO3Je
KpOBaTH MaTepH. JIOKTOp MepBHIii CXBAaTUJI CBEPTOK H XOTEeJ PacKpHITh €ro,
HO Iana BEIpBaJ CBEPTOK U3 PYK HOKTOpPA M CaM NepBBbI OTKPHLI €ro.

— Manbyuk! .. — pagoCTHO BCKPHKHYJ OH, —— KaK si CUaCTJIHB!..

AHCT B 3TO BpeMs TOJIKHYJ ABEPb M YIAPHJ AEBOUKY B ILIEUO.

— Kak Te6e He CTHIAHO MOACMATPHBAaTh, — CKa3ad OH, — aif-ait-ait!..

OH yceicst BO3Jie NeUYKH U CTajl o60rpeBaTh CBOHM IOJIbIE HOTH.

— Hy, — ckasan oH, o60rpeBUIHCh, — MHE NOpPa, Y MEHsl elle Thl-
csua Jeur.

— Kaxk!.. — BCKpUKHYyJIA AeBOYKa, — ThHI XOUEllb yiKe yJeTaThb? ..

— [Ha, na! — 03a60uyeHHO 3aKHBaJ T'OJIOBOM aWCT M momxouexa K dop-
TOUKe.

— AXx, He yxeralf, auCT, MHJIEHbKHH auCT, mobyxap eure!.. — JleBouke
CTalo OueHb IPYCTHO, KOTZa OHA NMOAYyMaJta, YTO aUCT YJAETHT H OHAa HHKOTAa
6oJbllle He YBHIOHUT €ro.
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— OcTaHnbcsl, aUCT, MHJIECHBbKHI auCT...

Ho auct 6b11 OueHb 3aHAT M NMOCMELIHO PaCHpaBisii CBOH KPHLIbA.

— Her, HeT, — roBopuJ OH, — npoulail, MuJias geBouka. M oH BaJetex
Ha NMOJOKOHHHK, caM OTKPHLI ce6e (OPTOUKY M BHIIETEN Ha YJIHLY.

CHeXHBIH BUXPb C CHJIOM NMOTALIUI ero BLOJb yJaulbl. Ha rosose y Hero
nojHsach Gesas LIanka U3 nepbeB, OH MOTPO3UJ KOMY-TO JJIHHHBIM HOCOM
BMECTO NaJblla; JeBOYKe MOKA3aJ0Ch, YTO €M, H TSKEJIO 3aMaxald KPhIIbAMH.

— Bo3bMu MeHsi ¢ c060itl.. — KpUKHyJa eMy BCJel MaJjeHbkas ne-
BOYKa, — BO3bMH... W OHa roppko 3amiakana, KOrja aucT NMOIHSJICA HaX
JAepeBOoM H, He o6pailas BHUMaHHUSA Ha ee KPHK, MOJIeTeN uepe3 yJauLy.

Ha yaune Huuero He 6b10 BUAHO. MeTtenab, kak 6e3yMHas, Hecaach no
TPOTyapy M rpPOMKO BH3XaJja.

JleBouyka XxoTeJa TOJbKO YYyTb-UyTh BLICYHYThCSl H3 (OPTOYKH H MO-
CMOTpETb, Kya NMOJeTeN auCT, KaK MeTeJHLa, B Ty-XKe CeKyHAY, 3aTpsicia
BCe OKHO H CEpAMTO 3aXJOIHyJa mnepex ee HocoM ¢oprouky. Bce crexaa
B OKHe XaJoOHO 3a3peHead. He pmaii, bor, HHKOMY BLIHTH B TaKyl0 HOuYb
Ha yJauny.

Ho ManeHbkasi JeBOUKa CNPHITHYJA C OKHA M OLICTPO CTala OJeBaThCH.
Ona Hajgesa Ha roJible HOXXKH HOUHble TydeabkH, Ha6pOoCHIa Ha roJOBy mJa-
TOYeK H THXO BHIGexajsa Ha ABop. HHKTO B jgome He Cablllalg, KOrjaa
OHa yuuIa.

A uto menanoch Ha aBope! ThHICAUM KOJIOYHX CHEXXHHOK HEHMCTOBO Ha-
6pOCHIMCh Ha JEBOUYKY CO BCEX CTOPOH M CTaJH KoJOoTh ee. Hampacuo oHa
AyMaja, UTO CMOXeT OT HHX OTOMThCA. OHH cuIHGaldH ee C HOT, 3aCHINAJIH
el raasa, HOC, yIIH, BCe JHIO CHeroM. — Afi-ait! .. — nuuana majleHbKas
HeBOYKa, — KaK XOJOHZHO!..

Ho ona yBuaena aucra mo Ty CTOPOHy TPOTyapa, U NOCHEIlMJa Tnepe-
6exaTb yJauuy.

AwucT cTosin Bo3Jse JoMa, rae xuiaa GyJOuHHIA M TaKXKe, KaK H JeBOUKe,
CTyyaJa eif B OKHO NJHHHBEIM KJIIOBOM.

— Bnyctn Mens, — xano6HO NpocHJa OH OYyJOUYHHLY, — BNYCTH MEHS
CKopee...

JeBouka nox6exana K auCTy M PagOCTHO KPHKHYJA:

— Bor u a 3nech...

Ho amcr xak-6yaTo He ycablllad ee M IOBEPHYBLUHCh CIHHOH K HeEH,
GHICTPO BoweX B AOM. JleBOuka HHKaK He OXHJaja, UTO OCTaHETCs OXHA
Ha yJauue.

— Bnyctu-xe u MeHst!.. — HCNYraHHO KPHKHyJa OHa, CTyua H3 BceX
CHJ KyJaukaMH B ABepb. Ho B goMe GBIIO He K0 Hee, U elf HUKTO He OTKPHLI
aBepu. OHa noxbexana K OKHY H, yBsi3as IOJBIMH HOXKAaMH B CHery, NpH-
JKaJach K CTEKJIY.

B koMHare ropesa Jamma, M AeBOYKA yBHAeJa aucTa M OyJOYHHLY.
AucT pacxaxuBaX H3 yria B YroJg KOMHaThl, a GyJIOYHHMLA Jexana Ha Ky-
LIeTKe ¥ TPOMKO CTOHaJa.
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— 1 npuHec BaM JAEeBOYKY, — CKa3aJ OH OyaouHuue. — Bor ona!.. —
U on nosoxua Ha kymerky pebGenka. Boxe, kak o6panoBasach JKeHIIHHA
pe6enky. OHa mpHKala ero K rpyJH H CTajJa HEXHO, HEXHO LeJOBaTh.

JeBouka 6oJblie HHYEero He BUAEAA H, BEPOATHO, HA YTPO 3aMep3Ja-Gul
B CHEry, HO B 3TO BpeMsl aHCT BBILIEJ M3 JJOMa H HATOJKHYJICA NMPSMO Ha Hee.

— AX, — cKa3saJ OH, OCTaHaBAHBAasChb, — ThHI 3AeCh, Aynas JAeBouykal. .
OH HaKJOHHWJCA HaJ HEel H, MOJHSB ee CBOUM CHJbHEIM KJIOBOM, MOCaAUI
K cebe Ha CIHHY.

— Jlep>HCb-2xKe KPenKo, — KPHKHYJ OH eii H BMeCTe C Hel0 MOJHSJICA
Haj 3eMiel.

OnH noJeteau Tak GBICTPO, YTO JIOAH B CBOHX JOMHKAX CIIPOCOHbSA
KPeCTHJHCh M npocuiad y bora, yTo6b OH NMpoHeC MHMO HHX MeTeab. Ha
CaMOM-e JeJe, 3TO MYaJCsi BO BeCb AYX aHCT C MaJeHbKOH JeBOYKOI
Ha CNHHe.

Cher 3achinaJ eif riaasa, ¥ OHa HHYEro He BHAeJa. AMCT Myajcs Ha-
MPOJIOM NPSIMO Yepe3 CHeXHYI0O MIVIY H ero cepjJlie TaKk FPOMKO CTY4aJo MOJX
YXOM y JEeBOUYKH, KaK-OyJATO pasroBapHBaJO C Hel.

— Tyk-tyk!.. Tyk-TyK, — cTyuajgo ero cepiue... — MH JeTuM cefi-
yac OrnICTpee Bcex NTHL, OBICTpee Jaxke CTpPHkKeH H JacTrouek. Mml mpo-
HECJUChb HaJ FOPOXOM, NpOJeTedH Haj JeCcOM, BOT MEJbKHYJO MOJ HaMH
noJie, a BOoT 4 Mope! Tenepb AepKUCb KPeNKO, MaJleHbKasi JeBOuKal

U cepaue aucra 3acTyyalo ele rpomue, OHO yxe He pasroBapHBaloO,
a Kpuuaso. — Jlepxuch, HepKHCh MajeHbKas jxeBouka! Cnpsub rOJOBKY
B Iepbs; Tenao-iu tebe?

— Tenno, nponuiuasa B OTBET MaJeHbkas AEeBOYKa.

— M=l HeceMcs Hax MopeM, BoJa B HeM uyepHas U OypHas. [locaywaf,
Kak oHa wWyMHT. OHA FOHHUT MeHsl NpOub, U fi 3HAI0, YTO HE CMOIYy 3JXeChb
otnoxHyTb. Ho, TH ayMaelnb, s1 XxOTea-6b1 OTAOXHYTH? .. Her, HeT. ¥ MeHs
Kpenkoe cepAle H CHJIbHBIE KPbLAbSl; CAylIai, KAK OHO CTYUYHMT, CJABbILIMIIb P

— Cublily, CHOBA Nponuuiaja MaleHbKasi JAeBOYKa.

— Cawmoe cTpallHOe Ha CBeTe — LIYM BOJAEL. DTO BOBCE He BOAA LUYMHT,
a WYyMAT roJOAHbIE BOASIHbIE 3BepH. ¥ HHUX 3Jble ria3a U Gesble SI3LIKH H
OHH ryasaT: — Beperuch, 6eperucb HIH MH TeOsi MPOTJIOTHM.

HeBouke ctrano Tak crpamuo!.. OHa BHTIJIsIHYJa OJHHM TIJa3KOM H3
nepbeB auCTa H Cpa3dy 3akphila riaasok. M3 Boabl BHM3y CMOTpENH Ha Hee
THICAYH 3eJIeHBIX 3JbIX ria3, a Gedble S3BIKH KAAHO OOGJIH3LIBANHCh, KaK-
GYATO yXKe IVIOTaJH ee U auCTa.

— Ckopee, ckopee JeTHUM! — NpOCHJIA OH2, HO AHUCT HE MOT JIETETb
ckopee. Ero Kpulibsi M Tak Maxajau GLICTpee, YeM MOTIJIO CIPaBHTBLCH CepALe.
Ero agnixaHbe CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE NpEpPHIBUCTEE M IpepLIBHCTEE.

— $1 He Mory JeteTb OGHICTpee, — NPOKpHUUAX OH. 1 HHKaK He AyMaJ,
YTO THI TaKasl TsXKeJasi, MaJeHbKas JeBouka. THl CTAHOBHUIBCH BCe Taxkelee
H TsXKegee, U 51 6OI0Ch, UTO HE BHIAEPXKY U ynany Bmecte ¢ To60ii B Mope. ..

Ot cTpaxa jmeBOuKa 3aKpblia Ia3a UM KPemKO, KPEenmKO MpHXKajdacb K
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auMcry. AX, Kak xoTeja OHa OHITh ceiiuac goMma, B cBoel ymoOHOI, Gemaoil
KpOBaTKe.

— AHCT, — €O cJae3aMH B roJoce NONPOCHJAA OHA, — MHJIEHbKHH aHCT,
3ayeM TH JeTHWb Tak ganeko? He ayuuie-mu te6e OplI10-6 mockopee BO3-
BPAaTHTbCA K HaM JOMOMi, a He CIELIUTh TaK, KyJa-To, IOKa Ha JBOpe 3MMa.

— Her, Het!.. — 3akpuuan auct. — Pa3Be Th! He 3Haelllb HIH Te6Ge He
pacckasbiBasia ctapasi 6abyiika, KTO NMPHHOCHT Ha 3eMJII0 THUTA? ..

— PacckaseiBana, — nponuinana MajeHbKas A€BOYKa, — OHa paccKa-
3HIBajla MHE, YTO JUTS NPHHOCHT B JOM aHCT.

— Jla,— ckasaJj auct,— TBosi 6a6yliKa XOpOLIO 3TO 3HAeT, IOTOMY-UTO
OHa caMa MMeJa AeTel, U He pa3 aucT NpUHOCHJ eif ux. Bce nTUUB mpsuyT
CBOH THe3Ja Mmojajbllie OT JIOZelH, HO MBI CTPOMM €ro TOJbKO TaM, rae
JKMBYT JIond. Pa3Be THl He BHe/a BECHOMH, KaK JIOAH BCAUeCKH NMPHUIIAILAIOT
Hac noceauTbcsi y HUX. OHH BBICTABJISIOT IJIA HAllero rHesma y cebs Ha
KpEhILIe JOMa KOJeCO MJIH HakpecT cO6UTOe U3 JepeBa OCHOBaHHE JJA THe3na.
MEI BBICOKO, BBICOKO C He6a BHAMM 3TH 3HAKH APYXKOGBHI M ClycKaeMcs Ha
HUX K aiogsaM. O, OHM He NOXKaJelT, YTO HAJH HaM BPEMEHHLIH NPHIOT.
B3amMeH OT Hac OHH NOJyYaT JOpOTrOil MOJApPOK — 3I0pOBOE KpAacH-
BO€ IHUTS.

U nrixaHue ancTa cTalo ellle npephIBUCTee, KaK-OYATO H OH yiKe COBCEM
cobupaiacsi ynmactb B Mope. 3/ble 3ejieHble IJia3a 3acBepKaJd H3 BOXHI,
JJIHHHBIE OeJsible I3bIKM JIH3aJdH BO3AYX.

— TlpmxMuch KO MHe Kpenue, MajeHbKasi geBouka! BoT tak. MoxeT-
6HLITL HAM ymacTcs MPOJETeTb 3TO CTpalUIHOE, NJIMHHOE MOpe.

U aucr 3amMaxan KpblIbSAMH, KaK MOT CHJbHee, YTOGHI CKOpee NMpoJeTeThb
Mmope. Ero cepaue HencToBo 6uiock. Ho meBouka HHueM He MOrJIa NOMOYb
emy. OHa TOJBKO Kpenko OGHsJA €ro M 3aXXMypHJa IJIa3KH.

— ¥x-x!.. — c o6jerueHueM B3JOXHYJ QUCT, — HAKOHEI-TO S BHXKY
LeJb Hallero MyTH, — H ero cepaue 3abunaoch cnokoiitHee. He 6bL10 yike
COMHEeHH#, YTO caMasi CTpallHasi YacTb UX NMYTH OKOHUMJACH.

B aH10 HeBOYKHM MOBesT TENJBIH BETEPOK, KTO-TO HEXHO KOCHYJICH
ee ry6.

— YT0 3TO?.. — C yAHBIEHHEM CIPOCHJA OHA.

Ho auct Huuero eii He OTBETHJI, TOJNbKO €ro NJHHHBIH KJIIOB, KaK yKa3a-
TeJAbHBIH mMaJel, MoJ4ya MoKasajd eff B Ty CTOPOHYy, Ile OH YBHIEJ leJb
CBOEro myTH.

JeBouka B3rMIsHYJa TyHa, KyAa YKa3biBal €ro KJIIOB, U PamOCTHO
BCKpUKHYyJa. BBICOKO Hax BOAOll NMpsMO HABCTpeuy aucTy no He6y MBI
3eJeHbll M, KaK XpycTajb, MPO3payHLIl OCTPOB.

OH GBI MOXO0XK Ha CBeTALeeCs 3e/eHOoe 06J1aK0 U CBET OT Hero SIpKUMH
JydyaMH ocBelan TeMHy10 Boxy. OH ocCJenua riasa U MajJeHbKOH JeBOYKe.
Ona B BOCTOpre 3axJonana B JagOWIH M 3aKpHuaja aucTy:

— CMOTpH, CMOTpPH, 4TO 3TO?..

OHM JeTenM Temepb MPSMO K OCTPOBY, Ha ero uapylomui BoJjuie6-
HBIA CBeT.
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— Hurne na 3emye He LBETYT TakHe NpeKpacHble, NBILIHLIE PO3H, KaK
TaM, — rOBOPHJ auCT.— B KaXXa0M uBeTKe TaM CIHT MaJIOTKAa, KPOllIeyHoe
HOBOpOXIeHHOe auTs. OHO He CJAHILMT, KaK MH BHIHHMAaeM ero M3 IBeTka
M OCTOPOXHO 3aBOpAYHBAaeM B PO3OBHIH JeMeCTOK.

— Kak kpenko cnutr oHO. MH npuBsi3biBaeM ero K ce6e TOHKHM Kak
1eaKoBast HUTKA cTe6elbKOM TPaBH, HO OHO He NMPOCHINAETCH M NMPOAOJ-
’KaeT CrarThb.

OHO CNHT H BO BpeMs Halllero jajekoro nmyTH. Ero kpouieyHble pykH
KpenKO CXaThl B KyJauKH, KaK-OyATO OHO YyXe rOTOBO BCTYNHTb B 60t
OTpa3uTh HaNpaB/ieHHble HA HEro yJaphl CyAbObL.

OHO CNHUT M TOTAa, KOTAA MBI yxKe MOAJMeTaeM C HUM K JOMY, TAE XAYT
ero H rje oHo ocraercd 6e3 Hac XHUTb.

— Ax, — mnpouenrajza AeBOYKa, — KaK XOTexa-Gbl fi MOCKOpee ero
YBHIETb M HaNTH B LBeTke. V1 OHa MHMPOKO packpHIa rIJasa, CTapasch
YBHIETb Ha OCTPOBE B NPO3pAuHLIX 3eJeHBIX JyyaX ILBETOK C MalIOTKOM.
Ho kycTel ¢ uBeTYIUHMMH pO3aMH OBLIH OT Hee HAJeKO MU OHA HHYEro He
yBHIEJA.

— Tol yBHAHIUB €r0 NOCHe, — CKa3alk eft aucT. — JIUTSA CIUT B KaXAOM
IBETKE M HAagO TOJbKO yYMeTb YYyTb-UyTh NMPHOTKPLITH JABA INOCJAeAHHX Je-
MecTKa B BeHUHKe, IBa CaMEIX MaJIeHbKHX HEPACNyCTHBIUHMXCS elle JenecTKa,
yToOBl cpa3y TaM YBHAETb MamOTKy. OHa CNHT NOX XKeJTOH NBLIbLEH, rae
NpSYEeTCA CYacThbe.

— S1 Bumena, — mpouenrajna AeBOYKAa, — §i BHJAEJA B OJHOM LBETKE
TakKoe cyacThe, HO MAJIOTKH TaM He OBLIO.

— Her, HeT, — rpoMko 3akpuyaj aucT. — THl He MOIJIa YBHJAETb Cua-
cTbe 6e3 MaMIOTKH.

— OHO BHIETENO, — MpOILENTajJa AeBOUKa, — KOIZa sl pacKphlaa
LBETOK.

— Her, Her! .. — eue rpomue 3akpuuan auct. — OHO He MOTIJIO Bhlie-
TeTb U 6POCHTb MANIOTKY Ha MPOU3BOJ CyAbOBI... AX, THl He 3Haelllb, KaK

JerKo OLIMGUTHCA M NPHHATbL 3a CYaCThbe HOUHYI0 6a6OuKy HJIH Muendy, HJIH
NPOCTO BeCeNyl0 MyXy-UBEeTOUYHHLY, KAKMX TaK MHOIO JeTaeT Haj LBETaMH.

— OnuH aucT nmoiMan BMECTO CYacThl MOXHATYI0 HOuHyl0 6abouky,
kpacaBuuy «Cymepeunuuy». 1o uero ato 6b110 6ecnokoiHoe cyuiectso. OH
no omwuGKe NMpUHEC ee B JOM H BMECTO cyacThsi ocTaBua TaMm. O, Kak OH
MHOTO HajeJalx XJONMOT B 5STOM HECUaCTHOM JOMe, Iie JIOJH BMecTO cemeii-
HOI'O CYacCTbs MOJYUYHIH OXHO TOJLKO 6eCNOKOHCTBO M HENPHATHOCTH.

— A pmpyrofi auct omn6¢si ¥ nmofimaa crpekody. OHa TOXe NMpUUHHHIA
JAI0AAM TOJbKO BOJIHEHHS] H INIy6OKOe pa3oyapoBaHHE B CeMEHHOM CYaCTBhH.

— §I nokaxy Tebe, Kak JOBIIO ero s. 1 eure HUKOraa He owubancs H
BCerjga NPHHOCHMJ JIOASM B AOM TOJbKO Hacrosiee, 6oapuioe cuyactbe. S
y3Halo ero no rinazam. OHH HHKOTZA He OGMaHLIBAIOT MeHs.

— §1 y3Haio ero cpasy H, KOraa OHO CIYCKaeTCs HaJ LUBETKOM K crsuiel
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MaloTKe, s, Npexje 4eM BBIHYTb MAJIOTKY H3 LBeTka, GLICTPO CXBaThIBAalO
€ro CBOHM KJIIOBOM H IpPSAYY NOJ KPBHLIO.

M aHCT BHITAHYJ TOHKYIO 1€ JAJeKO Brepei M Nnoka3al JeBOYKe, KaK
OH CXBaTbIBae€T CBOMM JJHHHBIM KJIOBOM CHACThE.

— AXx, — BOCKJHKHYJa MaJleHbKas JeBOUYKa, — aX, KaK fi Xo4y nockopee
nonactb Ha OCTpOB.

U ona BuICYHyJa TOJOBY H3 NepbeB auCTa, YTOOHI Jy4llle pacCMOTPEThb
NpUOIHKAIOLIUACA OCTDPOB.

OcTpoB yxe GbIT COBCEM HEeXANEKO, ero 3eJeHblii CBET CTAaHOBHJCA BCe
sipue M sipye.

Tonku#i apoMaT po3 H NMeHHEe NTHL AOHECAHCh A0 JEBOUKH H auCTa.
B npo3payHbIX 3eJIeHHIX JyyaX ObLIIH BHAHBI BHICOKHE CTPOIHBIE AepeBbs H
NMBILIHBIE KYCTHL pO3 ¢ 6eJbIMH, KPAaCHEIMH M JKEJATHIMH LBETaMH.

Ho npekpachHee Bcero 6hll1 3aMOK, rie xuuao cuactbe. OH CTOSII OKpY-
JKEeHHBIH KycTaMHu po3. BOKpyr ero creH BUJAHCH 6eJsibie M XeJThble PO3Hl, ero
KpHIlIa 6bljIa YKPHITA KPacHBIMH PO3aMH, HO 3aMeuaTeJbHee BCEro Ha HEM
6nu1a Tpy6a. OHa nogHHMMAJMACh BEICOKO HaJ KphIllieil, Kak KynoJa u3 6JexHo-
pPO30BBIX HEXHBIX UBeTOB. OHHM OJaroyxaiu, U HX apoMaT JajleKo pas3Ho-
CHJCA IO BO3AYyXY, NpuBIekas Kk cebe Thicauu 6abouek, MylleK U Muell.

— CMOTpH, — YyTb CJABIILHO NPOLIENTAaJM aHCT JeBOYKe, — Thl BUAULIb
TOT KpacHbIN 11BeTOK? — M OH mokasaJa eit AJIMHHEIM KJIIOBOM Ha KYCT pO3.

— Tam, — wenrtan oH, 3aTauB AbIXaHbE, — TaM KPYXHTCS HacTosliee
cyactbe. M ManeHbkasi meBOuYKa yBHAeJNA HajJ KPACHbIM LIBETKOM CYacTbe.
HecomuenHno, 3to 6b10 oHO. Ero GoJbluue ria3a CBETHJAHCH Jaxe B TeM-
HoTe. OHH, Ka3aJ0Cb, TOBOPDHJH JEBOYKE:

— Tel He owmnbaach, MaJeHbKas AEBOYKA, fl U €CTb HACTOSLIEE CYACTHE.
51 )xuBy 31€echb: 31eCh, HA 3TOM 3€J€HOM OCTPOBE, Ile HeT HU 3J06hI, HH He-
HaBHCTH, HH CMepTH. 3Jecb, Iie XHBET BeuyHas Jd06GOBb, e BCe MOET H
6J1aroyxaer, ¥ rie B KaXAOM IBETKe CIUT MamaioTka. 1 oxpaHsiio ee COH...

U Bapyr, onuH U3 LBETKOB PAaCKpHIJICH, H MajleHbKasi JeBOYKa HeHCTBHU-
TeJbHO yBHZeJa B HeM MamoTKy. OHa Kpenmko cmaja CpelH JenecTKOB
LBeTKa, 3aKHHYB Ha3aj, KPOLIeYHbIe PYUYKH, CXKAaTble B KyJaukH, ee HeXHOoe
JHUHKO CYACTIHBO YJARI6aTIOCh BO CHE.

— Buauiub MaXIOTKY? — CHPOCHJ aHUCT, — 3TO H €CTb TO JMTS, KOTO-
poe MBI, aHCThl, OTHOCHM Ha 3eMJ10. THl MOMOXKelllb MHE 3aBepHYTb €ro B
po3oBhiit Jenecrok. Ho, mpexme, ueM OTHECTb €ro Ha 3eMJII0, Mbl JOJIKHBI
CAeNaTh MAJIOTKY CUaCTIMBOH Ha 3emJe.

Ho rne-xe cuactbe? Hapx uBeTKOM KpyXuJjachb TOJbKO 6OJblias HOY-
Has 6abouxka. AMCT BBHITSHYJ JaJeKO Brepel NJIHHHBIN KJIIOB U BeChb 3aMep.

— Tuwe!.. — YyTh CABILIHO LIENTAJX OH AeBOYKe, — THIIe! ..

Hax uBeTkoM CHOBa MOSIBUIOCH cyacThe. Ero riaasa cMoTpenad Ha Ma-
JMIOTKY Y M3JHBAMH Ha Hee CBOH padOCTHBIMH, Jyye3apHblii cBeT. HecoMHeHHoO,
9T0 6GBIJIO OHO, H ero HyXHO ObLIO nofMmaTth, 4TOOGBI cAeNaTh MAJIOTKY cua-
CTAMBON Ha 3eMue.
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Oxota 6bl1a ocobeHHasi, HEMOXOXasg Ha OOLIKHOBEHHYI0O OXOTY H
NMPOXOJKANaCh BCEro HeCKOJbKO MHHYT. AHCT OCTODOXHO, Ha NHIOYKAX,
NMOJOIUea K KYCTY H OCTAHOBMJCS, KaK BKONaHHBIH. OH BBITSAHYJ HaJ€KO
BhepeJ 1Iel0 H, 30pKO BCMaTPHBAsiCb B BO3AYX, MPOCTOSJ TaK, COBEPLIEHHO
HENOABHHO, HECKOJbKO CEeKyHH, a NOCJe TPOMKO IUEJIKHYJ KJIIOBOM H
noiimasn cyactbe.

— Bor ono!.. — cka3ax oH meBOuke, — 1 noiimax ero. Ha sror pas
MajaoTKa GyaeT cyacTiMBa Ha 3emie!

M aHuCT OCTOPOXHO CHpATaJ CYacThe NMOA KphLIO. JleBouka TaK M He
yBHIEeMa, Kakoe OHO OblIO BOJM3H.

— ¥ kaxgoro pebGeHKa, cKasaJ OH, €CTb CBOE CUacCTbe, HO HE KaXJbIi
auCT MOXET BO BpeMsi 3aMEeTHTb ero M NoHMaTh, NoyeMy H He BCe JAETH Ha
3eMJe cyacTMBEL. Tenepp NMOMOrH MHe 3aBEPDHYTb MAaJIOTKY B PO30BHI
JIETIeCTOK.

JleBouka copBaja caMblif 60JblIIOA PO3OBHIA JENECTOK H OCTOPOKHO
BBIHYJIa MaJaIOTKy M3 LBeTka. OHa kpenko cnmajxa. Yrto aTo 6bu1a 3a kpouikal
OHa Tak Kpemko Cnaja, YTO He NMPOCHyJach Jaxe TOrJAa, KOrha AeBOuYKa
nepejaja ee aucrTy.

AmucT cipsital ee NOA KPHLIO, TYAa-Xke, TAe HAXOAHJIOCh YxKe U CuacThe.

— Tenepp 1 CNOKOEH 3a MaJIOTKY, H Mbl MOXeEM JeTeTb O6paTHO Ha
3emuo, cka3ax oH. Cagucbh KO MHe Ha cnuHy! Mbl OoTHeceM AuTSi B OJHY
CEMBIO, Tle y)Ke MHOTO, MHOI'O JIeT XKAYT €ro.

JleBouKka B3Je3ja Ha CIIHHY aHCTa M Kpenko OOHsAJMA ero 3a 1Ielo.

AMcT B3MaxHyJ KPBUIbSIMH, H H€BOUKA He yCIeJa OrJfHyTbCS, KaK OHH
yKe MOIHAJHUCh BHICOKO, BHICOKO BBepX. W cpasy, Bapyr, ucue3 3eaeHHIA
OCTpOB, McYe3 BOJILEGHBIH 3aMOK, 1IBETH, BBICOKHE JepeBbS H NTHIHL.

JleBouKa IIHPOKO, LUHPOKO OTKPHBLJIA IM1a3a, yTOOH! ayulle BUAETh, KyAa
BCE MCYe3J0, H ... MPOCHYJIACh.

Boane ee KpOBaTH CTOSII OTell H Jepxkal Ha pyKax MaJeHbKOro
MaJIbYHKa.

— Tlo3apaBasiio Te6s ¢ 6paTHIIKOMA! — CKa3aX OH, BeCceJO NMOAMHIHBas
KOMY-TO. — CeroHsi HOUb0 aUCT MPHHEC HaM MAJIOTKY.

— 1 3nalo, ckasajna cepbe3HO MaJieHbKasi ieBouka. — $1 BHaesna aucTa,
BHJIeJIa 3eJIeHbIH OCTPOB, MAJIOTKY H 3aMOK, I'ie XHBeT cuacthbe!l

U ona pacckasana CkasKy npo aucra.
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WBAH-AA-MAPbLA

HoBOcesbe. Ha mepeBbiX TOJBKO MOSIBUAMCH NMOYKH, HO Becesast
CKBOPLI yXX€ NMPHJIETeNH H MOAHANH TaKyl0 CyeTy, YTO MOXHJas
LIeJKOBHIA BO3MYLIEHHO KPHKHYJAa HM: — IOTHIIE BH Tam!..

Camnifi MOJIOZON M3 CKBOPLOB AEP3KO OTBETHJ eil:

— A BHI KTO Takasl, NO3BOJIbTE Bac CPOCHTDb?

Ho, croumo-au ccopurbest B Takofi neHb? .. Bopo6bH Kynanuch B necke
M KPHYQJH BCEM:

— AX, Kax xapko, xapko, xkapko!.. CoJHIle NPUTPENO 3eMII0, H MOX
8a6opoM BhlIe3na Ha cBeT Boxu#i kpanuaa.

— Kak Bul ce6sa uyBcTByeTe? — KpPHKHYJX netyx Gemo# kypuue. Ona
nepejneresa H3 cocegHero caga Ha 3abop: — bBaaromapio, npekpachHo!
Kypuua o3a6oyeHHO nmocMoTpesa Ha KpamnuBy M CJeTela Ha 3eMIIO.

Boaie 3a6opa 6110 Tenao, u MBaH-xa-Mapbsi Ha6paauch CHI H pOGKO
BSIVISHYJH APYT Ha Apyra.

— TH yxe He CnHMIIB? — CNpoCHA KBaH CBOIO MOAPYry M pamOCTHO
NMOTAHYJICA K HeMl.

— 1 Bce xnay, Bce XAy ... — mpoiuenraina Mapbsi ciabbIM roJOCKOM H
c6pocuna ¢ ce6s 3eJeHbIH NMJIAaTOUYEK.

MoJonoft ckBopell YyTh He ynak C BeTKH, NMEPEerHyBIIHCh K HHM BCEM
TYJOBHILEM, U C JIOOONBITCTBOM NOACJAYLIAJ HX Pa3roBop.

— 3apaBcTByfiTe, MBaH-ma-Mapbs!.. — BeceJO KPHKHYJA OH MM H
paccMesiyicsi, KOTJla OHH B3APOTHYJIH U OTCKOUMJIH APYr oT apyra. Korneuwo,
HHYEro CMeLIHOro He GLLIO B TOM, YTO OHH JIOGHIH APYr Apyra, HO BCEM
OHLJIO Aes0 A0 HHUX.

HaBo3HuI XXYK ynal Ha CIIMHKY nepex HUMH H HENPHJIHYHO 3aApHIranx
Horamu. OH NMOJHSAJ TaKO# NMUCK, YTO UM NMPHILIOCh 3aTKHYTh yIUH. Moxer-
GHITh, 9TO 6BLIA MPOCTO CAYYARHOCTD, UTO OH YNaJ OKOJO HHX, HO BCe-TaKH
9TO0 OLIIO UM OYEeHb HENMPHATHO.

Mouaonoft ckBopel yaeTea OT HHX, H OHH CJBIIIANH, KaK OH KPHKHYJ
copoke: — [Tomoxau MeHs, Ham no gopore!..

o uero Goaramerl copoku! Ecam y Bac ecTb XOTA-6H HHUTOXHAsS
tafiHa, He B3gyMafiTe MPOroBOpPHThCA NMpH HUX! Moxoxoft CKBOpel HHYEro

HYCTAFI CKBOPEYUHMIIA cTyyasa o6 BHLIHIO H CO3HBajJa Ha
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0COGEHHOro He CKa3ax efl, HO OHa NoBepTeJa Nepel HUM JJIHHHHIM XBOCTOM
H MHOrO3HAaYHTEJIbHO KPHKHYJA CTapoOi BOpOHE:

— 3apascTBy#iTe, roay6yuka, BOT TaK HCTOPHIO sl BaM ceiyac pac-
ckaxy!.. H, GecuepeMOHHO yceBLIMCb Ha BepXyllKe BHIUHH, OHa I'POMKO,
4YTOOH BeCb OKOJOMIOK CJbILIaJ, pacCcKka3ala HCTOPHIO HX MOGBH.

Benunie HMBan-ma-Mapbsi! HHKTO He moayMala O HHX, BeAb OHH BCe
CAHIIAMH, Cropasi OT CThAA H BOJHeHHs. OHH HHYEro HUKOMY He CKa3aJH,
HO NpHNaB APYr K APYXKKe, 3aJHIHCH CAe3aMH.

— He naaubTe! — THXO CKa3ajq UM BeTep M MOHECCS Aaiblle.

— Pas3se BhI He 3HaeTe, YTO GLITH LIBETKOM Jyullle, B THICAYY pa3 Jyulie,
YeM YeJOBEKOM! — ropsiyo ¥ B3BOJHOBAHHO MpoOUIeNTaja Haj HHMH Kpa-
nuBa. Y MBan-na-Mapbsi KHBHYJH HM roJOBKaMH U 6JarojapHO CKa3aJu:

— Mml pacckaxkem BaM Bce, Bce Kak 6b10!.. — KM OHH noBeaasH cBOIO

HCTOPHIO BETPY M KpalHBe.

L R R A I N RN N AT A A N D I I I I R T I I N N R R R R I I

Ha ToM Gepery pekH, rie CTOHMT H Temepb MeJbHHIIA, XKHJA KOTAA-TO
Hpan. Oren kpuuur emy: — HBan, naBait memku! — U MBaH MuHTCS Kak
yropeJaslf ¢ MelKaMH Ha roJose. ['ocrmomH, Ha KOrO OH INOXOX, KOrAa
CHHMET MEIUKH C TrOJIOBH], TOYHO MHIUIb B MyKe!

Oren pyraer ero: — AX TH!.. — a MBaH, kaKk HM B yem He GHIBAJO,
JaxKe He BEITPET C JHLA MykH, 6exHT cebe MO NnoJ0, Kyfa BUAHO, H CBUCTHT,
kak Betep. OTuasHHHIA MadbyHumikal MaThb NOJONpPET PYKOIO TOJOBY H
3aCTHIHET HA MecTe, MAsAAA eMy BoaeA. UTo moaenaeulb ¢ HUM?

— Ay!.. — noer HMBaH yxe Ha apyrom Gepery pekH, H O MaTepH
JAOHOCHTCH ero roqoc. OH He 3HaeT HHKAKHX NeceH U BHIBOAHT TOJbKO —
ay, — HO 3TO He MelllaeT eMy IeTb C yTpa AO Beuepa.

IMTHuEl pa3ieTaloTcss B pa3HHe CTOPOHHI, 3aciuiiaB ero. OH KaMHeM
MOXET NMOAGUTb Ha JeTy JacTOYKy, U3 pOraTkH yOHTb G6elKy, NmoiMaTh
pykamMH phiO6Ky-Manbka... W Bce emy Humouem. Ho Bcsikomy paaryay
GLiBaeT KOHeL.

3uMo10, KOTA BhINAJ NepBHIil CHer, FIBaH BuiGexax M3 XaThl, XJAOMHYJI
ABEPBIO OT PAJOCTH, MOANPHITHYJ HaJ 3eMAel U NOMYAJICA MO ABOPY K cany.
Bce 6n10 Genoe, Gesioe B Cany, H TOJBKO NMOXOUIBHI CallOT OCTAaBJSJIH TEM-
HBIe CJeJHl.

— Ha Te6e, F'ocnoan! — xpukuya MBan u ynaa co Bcero pasmaxy B
MArKuU®t cHer, yTOGH OTHeuaTaTh CBOH POCT Ha mepBOM cHery. OH BcTan
OCTOPOXHO H C H3yMJeHHeM NocMoTpea Ha ce6s. Bor Tak ucropus!..

— Xa-xa-xa!.. — Ha cHery 6nln xo6pniit mapeHb, pOCTOM HEMHOrO IO-
HHXe oTLa.
— Yro 3a yopt!.. — OH ynax ele # elle, a Ha CHery Bce BHIPOCTaJN

B3pOCanlil yemoBek. Bosie rosy6siTHH KTO-TO 3BOHKO 3aCMESJICA HAX HHM ...
Toxy6u noaHAMHCL K caMoMy He6y.
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— A Kkro TaM roJay6ei roHser?.. — CepAUTO 3akpuuaa MBaH H, He
OTpSIXHBasi CHera, TAXeJO, KaK MYXHK, NOLIeJ K roayGsTHe.

— Bot a Te6e!.. — rosoput HBaH, HO roJ0C CpHIBA€TCA B XPHILIA
6ac, H OH CMYILEHHO CMOTPHT Ha SIPKUI KEHCKHH MNJIaTOK.

— Yero Te6e?.. — CypoBO cHpallMBaeT OH M He MOXET H36exaTh
BeceJbIX JyKaBHIX IJa3.

— 310 1, MiBaH, — Mappsi... — TrOBODHT OHa M CKPOMHO OIyCKaeT
roJioBy.

— TlonycToMy XOAHIIb MO YYyXHM JABOpPaM ... — XOYeT OH CKa3aTb
AEP3KO, HO HE MOXET, BAPYT, CKa3aTh, KaK 'OBOPHJI elle JeTOM, H He OTPH-
BasiCb CMOTPHT Ha pPO30BO€ MOJOLO0€e JULO. — ['0-ro-rol.. — KpPHYHT KTO-TO
B €ro cepaue, — nomajcs, napeHb, Tenepp He yiimeus!. .

loxy6u BO3BpalaoTcss 06paTHO K ceGe B roay6GaTHIO, H HA IIANKY €ro
CHINETCS CHeT.

— He cmeews ronsite ronyGef, MOH roay6Gu, He TBOH ... — TFOBOPHT
OH el U NMOBOpauYHBaeTCA K Hell CIHHOI.

— Xa-xa-xa!.. Bort Te6e pa3s, kTO B 3TOM coMHeBaeTcsa? BoT uyanof
HBan!.. Ha cnuHe cHer, Ha pykaBax CHer, BCIOAY HAJHIl CHeT...

OH Hper B XaTy TsKeJO, TSXKeJO; Telmepb yKe He NMONpHraelb, KOraa
HaBHCJA TaKasd TsXecTb Ha cepaue. Tsokeno crath B3pocaniM. Oren mmo-

CHIJIaeT TyAa M CIOfA ... — MoXellb CBE3TH CaM MYKY, MOXelllb CaM KYNHTh
oBec ... — Jleana mo ropao. Her BpeMenu BbiGexaTh B Caj M MOCMOTPETh HA
roJay6sTHIO.

A Bpemsa uper. Peka 3aMep3na yxe, H MO Hell pa3be3KalOT B rOPOA.
MabyHIIKKY NPHIraloT Ha OJHOM HOre Mo JbAy... Pa3Be 3TO — KaraHbe?
BoT oH Mor-6ul moka3saTh UM, KaK ClIexyeT KaTaTbCsi... ['OCOXH, CKOJBKO
CHJBI B HEM, MOT-6bI epeBepHYTh CaHH C MEIIKaMH B CHET H B OJHY MHMHYTY
yMYaTbCsi MO JbAY, KyAa BHIHO.

Bce Mor-6h, TOJBKO Ha OJHO He XBaTaeT CMeJOCTH, CKa3aTb Mapbe
yTo-HHGYAbL Takoe: noimeMm, Mapbs, BMecTe M IIOKaraeMcd IO JbAY.
CKOJIbKO BEPTHTCSI B rOJIOBe BCAKHX NpeIJOXeHHH, a HU OJHO He BHIrOBa-
pHBaeTCsi Ha S3HIKE.

Mapbs JTyKkaBo CMOTPHT Ha Hero.

— 310 1, VBaH, HeAb3si JH y Bac B3ATb TOmopar?

UBan Geper Tomop M HAeT 3a Hew. — Bot Te M Ha!.. — roBOpHT
Mapba u Beceao cMeercs.

— §1 nmpowy Tomopa, a THL M caM uzelb... — Bce mycroe, oH M caM
MOXeT HapyGHTb ApoB. lllenku JeTAT BO BCe CTOPOHH], TOJbLKO HAEPXKHCh.

— Motuwe, Ysan, nmotuue!.. — cmeerca Mapbs.

— Yro, AyMauib, He XBaTHT cHUaIH? .. Pas, xpal.. Pa3,apa!.. He noa-
XxoaM 6au3KO!.. — KPHUMT OH H 6pocaer OJHO 3a APYTHM INOJEHbS.

Ha mopose xapko, LieKH TOTO M IVIIAM TPECHYT OT OrHs, py6axa mpH-
Jaunaa K Teay. A B caMoM jere, Kako#t oH mojomen!.. Mapbsi CMOTPHT Ha
Hero Cepbe3Ho M MCMYTaHHO CJIyIIaeT, Kak GbeTcd MoJjomoe cepaue. Uro
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¢ Heto Takoe? .. CMexX 3aMHpaeT OT CMYILEHHsI H OHAa BHHOBATO 6Jaroxaput
ero: — Hy, cnacu6o!..

Ona npsiueTcs B XaTe mpexJe, ueM OH yCNeBaeT NMOAONTH K Hell, H
KPEenKo, Kpenko 3an#paet 3a co60I0 ABEPb.

M xoraa sTo oHa ycneaa BeIpOCTH TOJbKO! FO6Ka 10 MOJy H KOCH HHKe
mosica... Marb CMOTPHT el BCle W rOBODUT Npo cebsi: — Yxe XeHHXa
BpeMst GBlIIO-6HI . . .

Ax, Bpems, BpemMsa! Cepaue Tak CTyYHT B TPyAH, TaK CTYYHT, YTO
CTPalIHO CTAaHOBHTCA B THlUMHe, — He cTyuu, cepaue, He cTyun!.. — roBo-
PHUT Mapbs H THXO 3aJepXHBaeT ero pPykoi.

CHera HaBaJHJO NMOJHBIA ABOp. UepHBIN NIeTeHb CPABHSJAO C 3eMied.
Teneps yxe He 3a6eKHLIb K COCEAAM B cal. B OKOHle HHYEro He BHIHO.

— Mapeps!. . — KpHUHT MaTh, — a Mapbs!.. ['ne 3TO TH npsYelbcs?
Otrpe6u ot nopora cHer!..

PasBe ona npsiuerci? OHa 31eCh BOT, CHIMT M 1ITOIaeT ce6Ge kodry.
Jupka Ha OBHIpKe M Ha pykKaBe H Ha rpyad... Ox, ecau-6 HOByI KOty
kynutb!.. Kodra crapas u 106ka crapas, H KyAa OHa MNoO#xeT B Takoi
KodTe!.. JleBKH 3acMeloT ee, Haxe B NPa3gHHKH He cobpanach Ha HOBYIO
kodry! Bce mambuamu 3aTteikaioT. A et To, GexHoilt, kakoBo? IlonpoGy#
KYNHTb YTO-HHOYAb, KOTAA B XaTe XOTb LIapOM IMOKAaTH.

CHer HaOHJIC B pBaHble CaJOTH, PYKH MOCHHENH OT XOJOJa U B yLIH
AyeT BeTep uepe3 CTaphifl maaTok. MBaHy He XOJOZHO B HOBOM KOXYIIHILE,
BaJIeHKH IO NOSC U TeNJkhe PYKaBHIIBI HaJleJ — Wb, BRIPSATUICS Kak! . .

— Jla# aonary, noco6aio!.. — roBoput eil uepe3 3a6op.

He nano eit HHuero, ¥ caMa ¢ pykamy, He ManeHbkasd. Off, KaKk XOMOAHO,
Jaxe cJe3bl Ha IVa3a HaBepPTHIBAIOTCS.

— ¥Yxonu, yxonu, UBaH, He napa Thl MHe, Heuero cMoTpeTb! — IlpHu-
CJAOHHJACh K CTEHEe H OTBEPHYJacCh OT Hero.

— Yero cepauubcsi, Mappsi? — cnpaiudBaer ee MiBaH H CMOTpDHT Ha
Hee JaCKOBHIMH IazamdH. OTKyza eMy 3HaTh, YTO Y Hee JHeNaeTcs Ha
cepaue. IlepenprirHyn uepe3 3a6op M 3acTpsa B cHery. Bor cMewHOA
Usan!.. Xa-xa-xa!..

— UYro 310 y Te6 B pyKkax Takoe? — CIpallHBaeT ee, KaK-OyATO He
BHIMT, UTO y Hee JonaTa... BHXBaTux Jomnary.

— Croft, croft!.. — kpuuutr. — I cam orrpe6y!..

3x, Mapbsi. . — CXBaTHX ee 32 PYKH H KPENKO, KPENKO NMPHKalX K CBO-
emy cepauy. JIio60Bb TakoBa. Haneresna u nepeBepHyJa BCeé BBEPX AHOM. —
lMonaswuTe ¥ NOX MOI AyAKY!
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C 10ra noTAHYJ TEMJbli BeTepokK, NoOexaau PyybH H B JEC HaJETENH
nepsuie nTHusl.. He ycmesa HHKTO OrasiHyThCSl, KaK NMpounia 3uMma. Boau
BCIOAY Habpanoch IO KOJEHO.

— Mapsbs, a Mapbsi!.. — wenuer MBaH u XJxeT ee, NPOTAHYB K HeH
pyku. Horu B camorax LLIeNHYJHCh B BOLY, HO CHJbHEIE PYKH YyiKe MOA-
XBaTHJH M NMOHECJH HaJ BOJOI.

Kpulabsi Ha MeJabHHLE CYpOBO NMOCKPHNBIBalOT: — He 6HIBaTh cuacThlo,
He OHIBaTh ... BeTep HeceT UM B JHIO CBOH CJOBa:

— ¥YxoauTte OTCIOA, YXOAUTE MPOUb!..

BecenHsasi pacnyTuua 3arisabiBaeT B Iila3a H 06aeT XOJMOAKOM.

KTo-TO BHIIIEJ Ha KPBIBLO H CTOMT, MPHTAHBLIMCH, XKIET HUX. B xate
SXKIVIH yXe OoroHb. KTo-To 3akaunisics pa3 3a pa3oM, pa3 3a pa3oM. Kro-
TO KPHKHYJ CKPHNYYHM rojgocoM: — OBca 3aJ0XH KOHWO! ..

Cefiuac Bce cobepyrcss BOokpyr crona. Hy, MBan!.. Bot onu BOfzyT
cefiyac, MOKJIOHSATCSI HH3KO, YIaAyT B HOTH H CKaxyTt pa3om: — Baarocxo-
BHTE HaC, poauTenH ... — Elle MHHYTY TOJbKO NOCTOSIT BO3Je ABEPH H
co6epyTcs C AyXOM.

— 3to MH, MBan na Mappsil.. — H BOHAYT B Xaty.

— Oi1, crpamno, HMBan!

Foay6b cipocOHbSl KPUKHYA uTO-TO ... OX, He K 706py Bce 910. [IBa
cepaua ctydat Bce rpomue u rpomue. Hy, HUsan!..

JBepb OTKpPHIJIACh INHPOKO H 3aXJONHYJach 3a CMHHaMH. Boaxe o6pasa
[VISHYJH CYpOBHIe IJa3a, 3a NEeYyKOH BCIIOJOIIMJHCH HETCKHE TOJOBHI, H
KTO-TO TSKEJNO, TAXKEJO 3aKaULISVICA B PYKY.

Kto-TO xpHKHYJX UM B caMnule ymH: — M 3HaTh He XOTHUM M CJAHINIATB
He XOTHM!

Kro-To cepauto 3a6erars no xare, KTO-TO ¢ cepAueM 6pOCHI KOPOMBICIO
B YroJ, KTO-TO pa3GHJ CTEKJO B OKHE U BJETE] B XaTy.

— 370 1, BeTep, YXOAHUTE OTCIOAa, YXOAUTE NMpoub! .. — Y ymau Vsan
H Mapsps.
— CuactauBoit gopoxenbkd, HBan-ga-Mappsa! — I[lretenr noxJo-

HHJICSI UM B TOSC.

Boawl Bciogy HecyTcs, MOHeCYT M HMX KyAa-HHOGyab. BeceHHue NTHUM
MEeCHH CIIOIOT, CHIrpaloT MM cBaanby. DX, cBaabba, cBagbbal..

Taxk u yuiiu ond. HukTO He BHmea X Goablue.

Jleramu roay6u Bcloay: — He Bugamu-am BH, roay6u, Hsau-gma-
Mapbn? ..

Her, He Buaean roay6u HBaH-ma-Mapbu.

Hecauck BeceHHHE BOIHI

— Bénu, Béami!l.. BB MHOroe Morau-6Hl pacckasaThl.. — AX, HeT,
HHYEro MhHI He 3HaeM. ..
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Pexa Boumia B cBou Oepera. OjHa 3SeMiAf MOJUMT, 3HAUMT, 3HaeT
npasny.

KakoBa xe npaBga?

MeabHHLA yXe mepecTaja paboTaTh; MAaBHO Yyxe BCe yYMepJH Ha Hed,
a B noJe, Kyaa yuuid xoraa-to HMBan-ma-Mapbs, BHIpOCAH uBeTHl. [loaus-
JIUCh OHH U3 3eMJIH B IIape H N0 NapaM pacCHINAaMHCh MO MOJIAM H JyraMm.

H oTTOro-iau, 4yTo pacuBeTalOT OHH BABOEM, paHHell BeCHOM, KaXALIA roa
paHHeli BeCHOM, B HapoJe NPO3BajH 3TOT UBeTOK — HBaH-xa-Mapss.

KOHEL
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INayuyxkn-AproHaBTH .

Xyno-TyT
Sdemepuan
Muimgsbfl pait .
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