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Introduction 

You are holding in your hands a collection of articles and reports that 
came out of an international conference dedicated to the history of the Holo-
caust in the North Caucasus and other regions of the USSR, convened at the 
Ben Zvi Institute in Jerusalem on May 4–5, 2023. The conference was orga-
nized by the State Committee for Work with Diaspora of the Republic of Azer-
baijan and the Azerbaijan-Israel International Association “AzIs”. 

The two-day scholars' forum brought together 26 researchers from Israel, 
Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Latvia and Germany. The Azerbaijani-
Israeli humanitarian cooperation made it possible to create a common intel-
lectual space for scientific dialogue between scientists from the post-Soviet 
space, despite existing political divisions and conflicts. Please note that this is 
the second such conference. The first was held in November 2019 at the Gold-
stein-Goren Diaspora Research Center of Tel Aviv University. 3 

Today, no one doubts the need to study history and preserve the memory 
of the Holocaust. At the same time, as the events of recent years have shown, 
the lessons of the Second World War and the Holocaust of Eastern European 
Jewry were never fully learned by the descendants of the victors of Nazi Ger-
many in 1945. The full-scale aggression of the Russian Federation against 
Ukraine, which began in February 2022, is accompanied by a stream of pseu-
doscientific reasoning, where the “myth of the Great Patriotic War” plays a 
key role. The Russian authorities arbitrarily took credit for the victory in 
World War II, presenting themselves as the main saviors of the world from 
Nazism and liberators of Jews. Superficial images have replaced history and 
memory, and the rhetoric of hatred has replaced compassion and rejection of 
all types of aggression and collective violence. 

The concept of “genocide” is deliberately confused with the concept of 
“war crimes,” which devalues the tragedy of the Holocaust. Meaningful con-
versations about unjust wars and mass crimes against civilians are emascu-
lated into “victim competition.” Understanding and solving these problems 
takes time. It is the responsibility of historians to contribute to the learning of 
the lessons of the past, without succumbing to the conjuncture of modern po-
litical life. This is necessary to prevent the recurrence of similar tragedies in 

3 See: Preserving the memory of the Holocaust in the post-Soviet space. Collection of re-
ports / Under scientific. ed. L. Smilovitsky. (In Russian). Tel Aviv, 2020. 260 p. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mln0_tiXdeo3brIAD1BRy-
oYcOQwTHOYD/view?usp=sharing. 
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the future. The rhetoric of hatred, the mechanisms of extermination, and the 
behavior of parties involved in military conflicts in the modern world only 
confirm the importance of studying the history of the Holocaust. The un-
learned lessons of World War II allowed new tragedies to play out before our 
eyes, be it in Russia and Ukraine or the Middle East region. At the same time, 
anti-Semitism increasingly takes the form of anti-Zionism and rejection of Is-
rael. 

The contents of this collection consist of several parts. Fourteen articles 
and two reports are devoted to the history of the Holocaust and resistance in 
the North Caucasus and other occupied territories of the USSR. 

The collection opens with three articles that study the problem of anti-
Semitism in the Red Army. Based on new documents, Alexey Bezugolny ex-
amines the potential of statistical methods for studying the place of Jews in 
the Red Army. The author notes that, Jewish Red Army soldiers had higher 
and secondary education to a greater extent than their non-Jewish peers, which 
allowed them to occupy officer positions disporportionally, especially among 
junior and middle command personnel. Aron Shneyer provides convincing 
evidence and substantiates the manifestations of anti-Semitism in the Red 
Army. According to him, Jews were widely represented in the Soviet armed 
forces, including 132 Jewish generals. However, this did not save them from 
anti-Semitic attacks from their colleagues and command. Leonid Smilovitsky 
analyzed the manifestations of anti-Semitism in the Soviet rear; he argues that 
they cannot be considered as random and isolated incidents. The main reasons 
for Soviet Judeophobia lie in the echoes of Nazi propaganda and the mass 
evacuation of the population of the western regions: the arrival of a large num-
ber of Jewish refugees gave rise to the myth of the “Tashkent front”. The 
state's fight against anti-Semitism during the war years was carried out incon-
sistently, without taking into account the causes of this phenomenon, which 
the judiciary considered exclusively as anti-Soviet activity and aiding the en-
emy. Everyday anti-Semitism did not meet with adequate resistance from the 
authorities, which was perceived by many evacuees and local residents as con-
nivance. 

The state's measures of "official internationalism" turned out to be incon-
sistent. Oleg Budnitsky in his speech used a little-known body of sources - as 
the materials of the Commission on Judicial Affairs under the Central Com-
mittee of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks. He cites evidence 
that Soviet courts during and after the USSR-Germany war often imposed 
death sentences on Soviet citizens for complicity in the persecution of Jews 
not only during the Nazi occupation, but even during the Civil War. Further 
analysis of these documents will make it possible to understand in even more 
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graphs, personal stories, memories and testimonies of family members) pre-
served in family archives. The focus of attention shifts to the fate of Jewish 
Red Army soldiers who were at the front, and their relatives who were evacu-
ated to the Soviet rear or who miraculously survived the occupation. Personal 
testimonies allow us to examine in more detail the experience of survival, and 
with them the role of witnesses who became either saviors, indifferent observ-
ers, or accomplices in Nazi crimes. 

The “historical” section of the collection ends with an article by Sofia 
Daineko, dedicated to  bodily experience of girls, survived in the Holocaust, 
and an article by Mikhail Edelstein. He turns to the history of the uprising of 
the Sonderkommando, worked in the gas chambers and crematoria of Ausch-
witz, on October 7, 1944. This was the third, after Treblinka and Sobibor, case 
of armed resistance in the Nazi death camps during the Second World War. 
Turning to the memoirs of Soviet prisoner V. M. Filatov, the author recon-
structs the preparation of the uprising, highlighting Philip Motin as its organ-
izer and leader. 

Nine more articles in the collection address the topic of preserving the 
memory of the Holocaust in the post-Soviet space. Boris Glazunov tells in 
detail the history of the memorial at Babi Yar in Kyiv. The following two 
studies reflect the inconsistency of the Russian Federation's policies to pre-
serve the memory of the tragedy of World War II. Konstantin Pakhalyuk ad-
dresses the evolution of the memory of the genocide of Jews in modern Russia, 
where the tragedy of the Holocaust and Nazi war crimes directed against the 
civilian population are artificially replaced by the far-fetched concept of “gen-
ocide of the Soviet people.” Irina Rebrova examines in detail the practice of 
memorializing the sites of executions of Jews in the North Caucasus before 
and after 1991. She identifies several stages, detailing how they became ob-
jects of Soviet monumentalism in the 1960s and 1970s. (honoring the tragedy 
of simply “peaceful Soviet citizens”) and the problems faced by public groups 
that, since the 1990s. sought to preserve the Jewish character of the victims. 
Victoria Khilkevich also talks about the difficulties of searching for and im-
mortalizing victims of the Holocaust in one of the districts of the Rostov re-
gion. 

Inessa Dvuzhilnaya addresses the topic of reflecting the memory of Hol-
ocaust victims in music. She proves that one of Mikhail Gnesin’s works was 
dedicated to the tragedy in Zmievskaya Balka. Alexander Grakhotsky touches 
on the topic of post-war trials of Nazi criminals in the Federal Republic of 
Germany using the example of the prosecution and punishment of participants 
in the massacres in Maly Trostenets. Alexander Berman talks about many 
years of work in Israel collecting testimonies of Holocaust refugee children 
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