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TpyaHo HaliTH Ha cBeTe MecTO rayue YepHOBCKOro
nocesnka. Pa36pocaBuiuch TPHALATHIO H3OYLIKaMH CBOMMH
y TNOJIOWBBI KPacCHOro rJMHKCTOro 6Gyrpa BRoAbL GeperoB
peuyllKH, NepecbixaBlliei JeTOM, NMOCENOK CMOTpes NPSMO
Ha HeOO'BATHYIO KHPIH3CKYIO CTeNb, JXKEJATYIO JEeTOM, SIPKO-
6eaylo 3umo#, Bceraa nyctbhiHHylo. [lo Helt M cTo BepcT
MOXHO 6bLIO MPOCKaKaTh, He BCTPETHB HHKAKOIO XKHTEJb-
CTBa, KpOMe KHMPru3CKMX KHMOMTOK. 3a KpacHbIM xe Oyr-
POM, B XOJMHCTOH MECTHOCTH, TAHYyBlIeHcs KO 3ejeHO-
cTpyitHoro Ypana, He GbJIO CTaHHMUbI WIH MoOcejka OaHxe
COpOKa BepcT. ITOH-TO OTAAJNEHHOCTBIO H OOBACHANOCH TO
CTpaHHOe OOCTOSITENbCTBO, YTO B MOCeJKEe C TPHALATHIO
ABOpaMH Obiia co6cTBeHHas 1epkoBb. CoopyxeHa OHa
6bl1a monpocTy: K 6oJbiioit u3be, MOCTaBJIEHHOR Y NOrocTa,
NPUCNOCOGH/H KPOLIEYHYIO KOJIOKOJBHIO, TIOBECH/H Ha KOJO-
KOJILHIO HrpYLIeyHblif KOJOKOJI.

M monab1 TOHEHbKHIT 3BOH Ha MpPOCTOp cTenefl.

OnaHako jp0aro He YJRaBaJdoChb 3aMaHMTbh ClOAA CBS-
IleHHHKAa WIM Jaxce 3axyAajoro ncaiomuiuka. Ecau xe
NCAJIOMIIAKM M3PEJKA MOSIBJIS/IMCh, TPUXOAS TMeEUIKOM, C
KOTOMKOH 3a mJieyaMi, rojIofHble M 3Jble, C YKa30OM KOH-
CHCTOPMH B KapMaHe, TO TOJKY OT HMX GbLIO Majo: 4achl
OHM CHYXHWIH MO Npa3iHAKaM, HO Tpe6 HCNpPaBISATb He
morau. C KpecTHHaMM, CBajb6aMH, NMOXOPOHAMH NPHXOAU-
JIOCh TONpeXXHeMy e31UTb 33 COPOK BEepCT M TEPATb MO
HeCKOJIbKO CyTOK. Jla M NMCaJlOMIUHMKH, NPOXKHUB HelelH ABe,
TauHCTBEHHO Hcye3aan. Enuckon Makapuit, npu koTOpoMm
M Obuia paspelleHa K NOCTPOHKe LEepKOBb, MHOI'MM MOJIO-
IbIM CBsileHHHKaM npejjaral mnoexaTb TYAa, XOTb He
HaJo/ro, <«MOTPYAMTBCH BO cCaaBy bBoxuio», Ho, BUAS
HEOXOTy M HCHyr HX, 6yAy4H 4eslOBEKOM AOOpbIM M MSAr-
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KHM, He HacTauBal. Korza ke npuexan crporuit Buranmii,
OH MnocJal B YepPHOBCKMH MPHMXOJL MNepBOro e NpPOBHHHB-
werocs cBsiieHHuka. C Tex mop M yTBepAWJach 3a MNpu-
XOAOM CJaBa «CCbUIKM». MHorjaa enuckonm paxe nNpsiMO
npeaaaran:

— B MoHacTbIpb... WIH B YepHOBCKMH mpuxox!

Kaxapiit Mecsly, B YepHOBCKOM MNPHXOAE MEHSJICS
npuyT. TO NpHeAeT CTapeHbKHil CBSILLEHHUK C TPACYLLUMHUCS
pyKaMy, BIOBbiif M HeCHaCTHbI, monbeT Ge3 mpochiny
HeJeJU ABe M yeleT BO-CBOSICM: MaCTb K HOraM enucKona
M NPOCHTbC B JApyroe MecTo. TO $SIBUTCS HOBEHbKHIA,
TOJIbKO-YTO TMOCBSILUEHHbIH Hepel, ellle Majb4HK C BHAY,
B COMPOBOXJIEHMH TAKOH lKe MOJOLEHbKOH MAaTyLIKH,
HayHeT 3aBOJAMTb CTPOrve MOPSAAKH.. a HeleJbKH 4epe3
TPH HM OT MOPSAAKOB, HH OT HEro CaMoro cjieja He OCTa-
Hetca. Caydanocb nmoTom, YTO Mecsiia Mo TPH, OCOGEHHO
JIETOM, He HaXOIWJIOCh HOBOM KepTBbl €MMCKOMNCKOH CTPO-
rOCTH JJISi MOCHIIKM B YEPHOBCKMI NPUXOA, W NMPHUXOJ My-
croBasa. Hano, ogHaKo, 3aMeTHTb, YTO HaceJsiBLIHE MPHUXOJ,
Kasaku ObuIM HapoJj, ALOOPOAYIIHBbIE M K JAYXOBEHCTBY yBa-
JKUTENbHBIA, TOTOBbI ObUIM AEJIUTHCA C MPUYTOM BCEM, 4YeM
TOJMIbKO MOTJIM, HO... KaK BbIPasW/CSl OJAMH CTapbiil AbSKOH,
YXMTPHBIUHMIACSH NPOXKHUTb Ha NMPUXOJAe LEeJNbIX ABa Mecsua:

— Exenn no wkypke co jABopa B3Tb, TPHALATb
IWIKYPOK BbIAJET... a KkaKas MM LieHa?!

Jpyroit IbsiKOH Obl HeCYacTHee 3TOro.

OH npoxHBal B YePHOBCKOM TMOCeJKe Yyxe MNojAroaa
Ge3 BCSAKO# HaleXJbl NMepenpocUTbCS BCKOPOCTH B Apyroe
Mecto. BMmecTe €O CBfillleHHHKOM MpeXHEro npuMxoia OH
6bl1 NOJ CYAOM 3a NOBEHYaHHe JKEHbl OT XMBOrO MyXa:
CBSILLIEHHHKA MPHrOBOPHJM HAa rOj B MOHACTbipb, a AbSi-
KOHy NpPeiJOXWIM OTNPaBUTbCA Ha MNCAJOMILHMIKYIO Ba-
KaHCHI0O B YepHOBCKMH mnpuxoi. JbfKOH Obl1 ceMeiiHblii.
Kpome Becesioii M 4epHOr/nasoi AbSAKOHHLbI, Y Hero Gbi1
CblH B JayxoBHOM Yyuwiuiie. Cam JIbfIKOH Obul 4eJOBeK
TVIOTHBIM, BBICOKMil, TPOMOr/IaCHbI#, HEOOGLIKHOBEHHO CO-
JHAHBIA M ype3BblyaiiHo pbikuit. OH He X0AMJ, a BbICTyNal
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No mNpHXOLY, XOTH Pa3oiTUCL eMy ObUIO COBEpIIEHHO
HerJe.

IMpuxoxaHe ropAMIUCh AbAKOHOM.

Monna uepkoBb HaGupasacb HapoAy, Koraa AbSIKOH
cayxun 4acel. ['osoc ero He ymewancs B IePKBH, NIPOCHI-
Csl Ha BOJIO M TYASIILMMH OTrOJOCKAaMHM YHOCHJCS 3a OKHa,
3arjyuiass TOHeHbKHe 3BOHbI, OTYEro NpPUXO0XKaHe YMHJIEHHO
rOBOPHJIH:

— He absikoH, a kosokou!

HapacxBaT 3BaiM JAbSIKOHA, C AbSKOHULEH, B rOCTH,
He 3HaJM: KyAa NMOCajAHTb M 4YeM YrOCTHTb.

— Oren, apsikoH! MaTb AbsKOHHMLA!

YcaxuBain Ha nOYeTHOE MeCTO.

— Yaiiky, BopoukH... yem Bor nocaan!

JpsikoH ryne.

— Mo-o0-xHo!

— Barpylwek, WaHHKEK... MOXET, SHLIEHKY COOpY-
JAHTB?

HdbsxoH ryaen.

— IloxBa-a-nbHO!

— YK Mbl Bejb TaKk BaC yBaXaeM.. U OTKyAa HaM
Bac Takux locnoap mocnan? HexnaBHO Mbl KHPru3ckoro
6Gapauika 3ape3ajd, a MwuKolaeBHa TaK BKYCHO YyMeeT
neJbMelIKH JelaTb... He COCTPANATb Ju?

HbskoH rygen.

— Jlo6po-o 3eno!

U pyxosoxun nupom u Gecepofi.

OH 6b1 MCKYCHMK C Cepbe3HbIM BHIOM pPacCKasbiBaTh
pa3Hble HeOBbLIMLBI, OT KOTOPbIX jAaxe AbSKOHHULA, TNpH-
BbIKLIAs K HHMM, MOKaThiBalaCb CO CMeXy, MPHXOXKaHe xe
TasAd W MJIeJu OT YAOBOJbCTBUS. HuKoraa Heab3s 6buio
MOHSITb, KOTJAA JbSIKOH TFOBOPHT BCypbe3, KOrja WYTHT?
Ho ot 3TOoro oH TOAbLKO BHIMIpBIBAld B rja3ax NMPHXOXaH,
NMOTOMY YTO OHM YacTO He BepHJH ero ObUISAM, HO BepHJIH
He6buHiaM. [locaywath AbSIKOHA, Tak OH M C HaKa3HbIM
aTaMaHOM JApYyXOy BOAMJA M Yy apxuepesi Obl1 NMPHUHAT B
KauecTBe MOYETHOro rocT.



— A orTyero? — Bonpowan AbSKOH.

U ykasbiBan ceGe nepcTom Ha Jo6.

— YmMa nanara!

Haxkasublit aTaMaH MoJiloOM/ €ro, Mo CJOBaM JAbSIKOHA,
3a TO, YTO OH pa3BeJ Ha BOWCKOBBIX 3eMJSIX JpeBO-
HacaxxJeHue. B Tpex Ka3aubMX CTaHHMIAX CJYXKWI, U TaKOH
Jec pasBes, YTO pa3 HaKa3HOH aTaMaH-TO exal.. Aa H
sanaytancs. — KTo, roBopur, 3TO 31eCh TaKkoi JecC pas-
Ben? Jbsixon Kocoporos!

— 3710 s1! — mnoka3biBas Ha ce6Gsi JAbSKOH.

3aexan 6yaTo Obl HaKa3HBIA-TO K JAbAKOHY, M cChpa-
IIMBAeT: — KaK 3TO Bbl, O. AbSIKOH, TaKOi JieC pasBesu?
CkosbKO 1 CBOMX Ka3aKkOB 3aCTaBJs/l Pa3BOAMTH Jeca,
HUYero He BBIXOAMJO... a Bbl 3acTaBuaH! A AbSIKOH OyATO
6bl OTBeYasl: — KaK CJAYYHTCS GpakomoBeHYaHWe WM JApY-
ras BaxxHas Tpe6a, s mMepBbIM AOJrOM TrOBOPIO: APeBO
nocagu! Bot u Hacagmm! C Tex nop, Kak eleT HaKa3Hblii
yepe3 CTaHMlly, 06s3aTeJbHO K AbSKOHy 3aeaeT. M paxe
K ce6e B rOCTH MpHUIJallal.

[puxoxaHe 3amMupasy B 4YyBCTBe NMOYTHTENbHOCTH.

— Esauan?

JbSIKOH COJMIHO Kayaj roJioBOH.

— Hekorga 6bin0... He cobpancs.

Apxuepeit ke, Mo cl10BaM AbSKOHA, He Mor M 000ii-

THCb 6e3 Hero, — KaK 4YyTb KaKoe 3aTpyAHEHHe: —
no3Batbh KocoporoBa!
— 3T0 21! — yKka3sbiBaa Ha ce6sl AbSKOH.

U coseroBancst 6yaTo 6bl C HUM BJIajblKa 060 BCAKHX
MeJIo4ax: KaKoro CBsIleHHMKAa KyJAa Ha3HayMTb M KOro
KaK Haka3aTb. [1030BeT B CBOM NMOKOM, pacnuBaeT C JAbsi-
KOHOM 4YaeKk M coBewaercs. Ha HexoymeHHblil xe Bompoc
NPHUX0XKaH: KaK BCE-TaKM CAYYMJIOCH, YTO JAbSIKOH 32 TaKoe
JeJNO K HUM Monaj M MoYeMy BJAJAblKa ero He 3alUTHJ, a
KaK OyATO Jaxe M HaKa3aHHIO MOJABEPr? — JAbSKOH Hemno-
K0Je6HMO OTBETCTBOBAJ:

— Hcneiryer!

— HcnbiTanue, 3HaunT?
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— Jla. Xo4eT MOCMOTpeTb: KaK § H3 Cero 3aTpya-
HEeHHsl BbIAy, ¢ 4ecTbio Ju? IasauTe, oH Jaxe CloAa H
CBSILlEHHHWKA He wu1eT!

ApryMmeHT 6bl1 HEOCTIOPHMBIiA.

B camom jpene, yxe moaropa AbSIKOH, OKpPYXXEHHbIH
NnoYyeToM, MPOXHBAJ B NPHUXOJe, a 3a BCe BpeMs mpHexal
Cloja OXHMH TOJbKO CBSILLEHHHWK, Ja U TOT HeMeLJIeHHO
Bnaj B TOCKY M 4epe3 Tpu AHsi cGexan. HecmoTps Ha Bcio
CNajoCTh MOYeTa, JAbSAKOH CTajJ BeCbMa 3aiyMbIBaThCA.
3anacel GbLIM MPOXHTHI, a JAOXOAOB He nocrtynano. Jla u
KaKue e JOXOHLbl, KOrjJa HMKAKMX Tpel He COBepLIaJOCh?
CBagb6bl Ha Tpoiikax ¢ O6y6eHYMKAMM YHOCHJIMCb B MIJaY
creneit — B Apyrue npuxojbl. [TOKOMHMKM Ha MeLJHTENb-
HBIX TMOJBOJAX MPOEe3Kalh MHMO OKOH JAbSIKOHCKOro JOMa,
Hanpas/siiCh 3a COPOK BEPCT B NMOHMCKaX OTMETHS M HAaBOAS
IAbSIKOHA Ha TPYCTHble AYMbI He TOJbKO O TILETe BCEro.
3eMHOro, HO M O KaTHALIMXCA MHUMO JA0oMa ero pybasx u
noatuHHukax. Yro ke ocraBanocs? C6opel xme6om? Ho
JbSIKOH obollues pa3 BCe TPUALATbL ABOPOB, M GOJblle UATH
eMy He 3axoTeaocb, W60, XOTH BCe W MOJABaIU C YAO-
BOJIbCTBHEM, HaOpadoCcb pPOBHO BOCEMHAaALaTb MNYLOB.
BeaTu ux npoaaBartb 3a copok BepcT? IlogBoay HaHMMaTb?

— Bacg, — rosopuna JAbsKOHHMIA, HGO JAbSAKOHA
3Banu Bacunuem HBaHoBHYeM, — Befb CKOpPO 3a CblHA
IJIATHTb...

JbsKOH yrpioMo ryaels.

— HMogoxay-y-y-t!

OpHako CTajl Kpenko 3aiyMbIBaTbCSl.

3arHaam ero crwoja, 3a6bUIH €ro TYT, CaMH B U30GHJIHH
XKHUBYT, @ O HeM M AYMyWkH Mano. OHM-TO NMpaBeIHUKHU?
['peliHee oH Japyrux, yto Ju? 3a 4TO XKe JOJKEH mpe-
TepneBaTb MYKy aACKyl0 paHblle cTpawHoro cyza [loc-
nogHsa? HeT, 1o/mKHO ObITh, HA UX MWJIOCTb U HAZEATHCS
Hedero! CKopo oTcClofa M yexaTb He Ha uTO OyleT, NMpH-
EeTCs C IbSIKOHMUEH 10 MNoJsiM MelKOM HATH, a ChiHA 3a
cnuHy nocaiuth. XoTh Obl Kakoil 3axynassblii mon npuexan!
XoTb 6bl Malyl0 TOJNMKY Jeller pa3foObiTh, Ja M yeXaTb
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OTCIOAa BO-CBOSICH, MOKa 3MMa He MojoLLIa ja AOpPOTU
cHerom He 3aBamuio. Kak 6biTh? Uto genats? Buamo, yx
TOJMILKO Ha OAHOro ce6s M PacCYUTHIBATH NPHUXOAUTCH...
Yto 6bl Takoe COOOpa3UTL?

JbSKOHHLIA YX M MOMJIAaKMBaTh CTaja.

— Bacs... Bacs!

— Hy urto ewme Te6e?

— §1 cxopo nosewycb TyT!

— Bemwaitcs... cHuMy! — WIYyTHA AbSKOH.

OxHako, Yy M CaM CTaJ MCTBITHIBATb MPHJIMBBI AUKMX
mbicneit. Tomuna ero cuia ot GesgesTeqbHOCTH. XOTeJOCh
ropel BOpo4aTb, M30yLIKM NepeKUAbIBATb B MOJIOJELKO
urpe. A TYT npUXOAMJIOCH CHAETb y OKHAa LieJble JHH,
CMOTpPETb B XKEJTYI0 Aajb CTeneil U pacneBaTb MOJeGHBI
AN COGCTBEHHOrO YAOBOJbLCTBHMS. MHOriza AbSIKOH He
BbiiepKuBaJ. C SpOCTbI0O HaxJ00yuuBaa IIKPOKOMNOJYIO
SNy, BBIXOAMJ 3a BOPOTA, COJMAHOIM MOCTYMbIO IECTBO-
BaJl MUMO M36 MO MOCEJKOBOi y/auue, a BbIGPaBIKCH 3a
OKOJIMILY Ha MNpPOCTOpP moJieil, wWarajJ BepCTOBbIMHM LIaraMu
1 6OpMOTa/l yrpiombie C/0OBa. B3a6Gupajics Ha Kypraubl M
C TaKMMH BHOpaLMSIMU OpaJl Ha BCIO CTENb:

— T'0-ro-ro-0-0-o!!! yro B3azeTamu rajiku M3 JIUKUX
6aNoK CTeMHBIX M B yXKace YHOCHJIHCh Ha CBOMX YEPHbIX
KPbUIbSIX, CYCIMKH Ke M GapCyKH BbINOJ3aJH M3 HOp M C
YAHUBJEHHEM MOCBUCTBIBAJIH.

B oaHy M3 TakMx nporyJok AbSIKOHy npuiia Gie-
CTALLAS MBIC/b.

On BepHyscs BO30YKJAEHHbI U BeceJblid.

— Bapioxa-a-a!

U koraa absikonuua mpubexxana co BCeX HOr, pacmo-
psaniICS.

— CraBb camoBap!

— C yero Takyw paHb?

— Ceiiyac roctu 6yayT!

Cam ckpbuics.

BckopocTH K ABSIKOHOBY LOMY OTO BCeX M36 moceska
TSAHYJIMCh npuxoxxaHe. Ha6panach nosHa ropHuua nourex-
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HbiIX Gopopaueil. JbSIKOH COJMAHO PaCroOpPSAXKAICS MUPOM.
Yrowan yaem. Boaky e M 3aKyCKy NpHX0xaHe, 1o ycJo-
BMIO, MpHHecAH C cob6oilo camu. Bce ¢ MoGonkITCTBOM
OXMJAMM: YTO CKaXeT HbSKOH?

JbSIKOH cOAMAHO pa3raazua Gopony.

— Jpysba! — Hayan oH.

Bce nputuxau.

— Ckonbko y Bac OpakoB mnpeanoJjaraercss B 3TO
BOCKpeceHbe?

IpuxoxaHe NOTOJNKOBaMM Mex Ay CO6GOH, cocuuTanu
no naJjbLaM.

— Bocemb, 0. apskoH. HeiHelnnuit mMscoen cBagb6amu
obuned. ¥ Murploxunbix, y [IleTpoBeix cBaabba, Xopek
xeHUTCs. BroByxa MukynuHa Toxe...

— A cKkoabKO BaM y 6JarouuMHHoro cBajib6a 06xo0-
auTCs?

— JlBeHaauatb py6auKOB GepyT.

— C OGeaHbix U 6oraThix?

— He pas6uparor.

— A ewe?

— JbsikoHy Tpu py6as. B uepkoBb py0iib.

— A noe3jgka BO YTO OGXOAMTCH?

— Jla B naeHexky! Xyno-6eiHO NSTb LEJIKOBbIX
UCTPATHLLb...

— bBes yrouwenusa?

¥YrouieHue oco6o. BnarouMHHomy npuxoauTcsi GyThl-
JIOUKY... Aa rycbka. JbSKOHy OyTbLIOYKY, Aa KYpPOUKY.
IMcanommuky... CTopoxy, YTOGBI LEPKOBb OTBOPHIL.

— Ta-a-k, — nocmeuBaiaCs AbSIKOH, — CTajl0 ObITb,
YeTBepTHasi BbICKOYHMT?

U oH yeMy-TO panoBajiCfi, K yAWBJIEHHIO NMPHXOXKAH M
AbsikoHHubl. OH Jaxe BeceJ0 MOTHPak PYKH, NMpPOLOMKas
Crpalu1BaTh.

— A MiajeHUEeB MHOTO HaKOMMJIOCH?

— JioxuHKa HabepeTcsi, 0. IbSKOH.

— Toxe B BOCKpeCeHbe NMOBe3yT?

— Koraa xe Gosblue!
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— A cKkoabKO 671aro4MHHBIN 32 KpPeCTHHbI GepeT?

— Py6aux!

— Toabko?

— A npoesn ckoabko ob6xoautca! Xymo-6GeiHo ABa
py6as!

JbSKOH pajgoBascs.

— Xopotuo... xopouo! YyznecHo!

M Bapyr Haxmypuics.

— A KOGBUIKM MHOr0O Ha MoJax?

[IpuxoxaHe coBCeM Bnajlu B HeJOYMEHbe.

K uemy uyesnoBeKk pa3roBOp KJOHMT, Yero ¢ MJajeHLEB,
Aa cBaneb K KOObUIKE METHYJCS?

— 3amyuuna, — OLHAKO Xe OTBETWIH OHM, — Ja U
Kak eii He GbiTb, KOrjaa 3a BCE JIETO HA MOJAX MOJEeGCTBMI
He Gbuto! Belb HbIHEWHUit rox Aae ¥ CKOT He OCBSILLEH!

— H-ny... xxa-xxa!

JbsKOH paccMmesics.

IToTomM BeAM4YeCTBEHHO MOLHSJICS HAJ CTOJIOM.

— CKOJMbKO MHe JajuTe 332 KaXAYI CBagblOy?

Ha Hero cmoTpesu B yIMBJIEHHH.

— TIlo naTHapuate pyGneit mazurte?

— O, AbSKOH... Aa 4YTO Tbl GyJXellb JAenaTh?

— TloBenuaio!!!

IlpuxoxxaHe Bnaau B oOCTOJOeHeHHe, a JbSKOHULA
BCIEeCHYy/1a pykamu W 3amepaa. OHa Bcerja Aymana, uto y
MyXa ee yMma najara, Tenepb xe y6eauaacb B 3TOM 60Jib-
e MPEeXHero, XOTS elle M He NMOHHMaaa B 4YeM JeJo.

A 1bsikoH npoaoJKajl pacCYUTBIBATD.

— 3a Bocemb cBane6 cTo ABajuath pybaeit. U 6oab-
lie HUKaKuMX pacxopoB. Jasbiie. 3a II0XKHUHY MJIajeHLEB
ABeHaauatb pyb6aeit. U Hukysa exatb He Hago. Eme.
Ocssimenne ckora? Bocemb pyGaeii. IToneBoit moseGen?
Hecarb. UToro cro nargecat py6aeil. He goporo?

— Yero 6bl jelierse...
— Janbure.
JbsikoH poctan Gymary ¥ KapaHAiaul.
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— XoxJaeHHe no AoMaM ¢ MKkoHamu. KTo kakue Mo-
JeOHbl cayxutbh Oyrer? OtBeuaiiTe.

M npuHAACS COCTaBAATb CIHCOK.

Jli060NLITCTBO NMPHXOXAH Pasropaoch.

— ¥ He XOuellb JHU Thl, 0. AbSIKOH, OTKyJAa CBSILIEH-
HMKA TPHUIJIacHTb? — COPOCHJ CTaphblil Kasak, — HH 3a
LITO 3a 3TH JAEHbrH TaKylo J1alb He noeiyT. Bcé paBHO
NPUCYMTAIOT, YTO Thl mponycTwa. Jla mo6osircs M y 6aa-
FrOYMHHOrO J0X0J nepe6uBaTh. A W coraacarcs... Tebe
HHYEro He ocraHercs!

— JIBecTH! — moacuMTaN JbSAKOH BMECTO OTBETa.

W c BeceabiM BHJIOM BbINPSIMUICS.

— Tenepb caywaiite moii npukas. Jlo cy660Tbl 3TH
AeHbru co6patb! TIOJIOXHTH K CTapocTe B LEPKOBHBI
suwmK. 3aneyaratb! K yTpy cy660Thl uTOo 6 Obl1a Yy MeHs
Tpoiika Jydlinx KoHei! Kaxercs y crapocTthl Jy4ule Bcex?

— MoxHo! — ckasan crapocra.

— W nBoe BepxoBbIx!

JbsKOH 3acMesiiCs, NOTHPas PYKH.

Boablie oH HUYero He 3axoTen OOGBSCHATb, HECMOTPS
Ha BCe paccrnpocsl. [IpuxoxaHe pa3oLIMCh B3BOJHOBaHHbIE
JIOGOMBITCTBOM, B NPELYYBCTBHM 4Yero-To HeoOblyaiHOro.
U cnaBa absikOHa paspociach ellle Gosblue: HUKTO He
COMHEBAJICSl, 4TO A/ Hero BCE BO3MOXHO M YTO OH CAesaeT
BCE, 4TO 3aaymasn. A yTo OH 3agyman? — 06 3TOM LM
6eCKOHeyHble M BOJIHYIOIIME TOJKH. JleHbru ObuM cOGpaHsl,
MOJIOXKEHbl B SIIUMK M TOPXKECTBEHHO 3amedaTaHnl. Iloxo-
AWJIO, YTO JAbSKOH JepXajl Napu W BCe NpHUXOxaHe OblIn
CBHIETeNSIMHU.

[Topoua HeTepneauBO X JaHHasi cy66oTa.

YTpoM Tpoiika CTapOCTHHBIX KOHel, C BecCeJbIM 3BO-
HOM KOJIOKOJIbYMKA, MPOMYaNacCh MO MOCEJKYy M GOApbIM
CKOKOM MOHecCJach MO CTeMHbIM A0POraM IO HanpaBleHHIO
k Tpakty. C yBana Ha yBa/l nmepemMaTbiBajach Tpoiika. 3a
Heil CkaKamM BepXoBble B MeCTPbIX py6axax, pa3jiyBaeMbiX
BeTpoM. B moBo3ke cuaen AbSKOH co crapoctoit. K 3apky
NnoBO3KM Obl1 KPENnKo MNpHBS3aH KOpPoG C CaMOBapoM H
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3akyckamu. CTapocTa TLIETHO MBITAICS y3HaTb: B KaKoe
Takoe MyTelleCTBHe COGpaaCcsi AbSKOH. JbSAKOH C 3aiyM-
YHBO-BeCe/IbIM BUIOM O3HpaJ CTeNHble MPOCTOPbl U OTMa-
yuBasics. ToNbKO, KOrja NMpOCKaKajud TPHALATb BepCT, H
BLANM MOKAa3aiuCb TejerpadHbie CTONObI TpaKTa, a 3a
HHUMH CBepKamolUMi mnaec Ypana, AbSKOH, INOCMEHBAsCh,
CKasan:

— Bor 3zech xopoluyio MOXHO 3acaly yCTPOMTb.

— Yero? — Bo33pHJCs cTapocTa.

— PasBe bl HUKOraa, iBan CnupuaoHbly, B CTENH He
CRyxHuI?

— Bbi-bi-a1...

— Ha capToB 3acapy He ycTpauBan?

— Cayuanoce... xa Tl 3TO K 4eMy? — IMBHJCA CTa-

pocTa, — Ha KOro 3acajy yCTPOMTb XOuellb?
JbSKOH B3rasiHys1 no6esoHOCHO.
— Ha nona!

U npuHsiIcs X0XoTaTb.

Ha Gepery peku, 61143 AOpOTrH, OHM MOCTJAMH KOBep,
paccTaBW/IM Ha HeM 3aKyCKHM, BCKMMSITWJIM CaMOBap M NpH-
HSJIMCh YTOLLATbCS, KOPOTasi BpeMsi pa3sroBopamu. Yx Obl-
70 3a moJjieHb, 3HOiHO. Ctenb Kypuaach. Llupokwuit naec
Ypana Gbi1 3epKkaJbHO CBeTeJ, TO M JeJI0 MO BOLHON riiaiu
pacxXoaWINCh KPYrd OT myleCcKa KpymHod pbiObl. [To gopore
TAHYJAUChb TOABOABI, NMPOe3XaMu KYNubl Ha CTaHWUYHbIE Sip-
MAapKH, MOJI3JIM C BO3aMH CeHa WM XJe6a Ka3aku, NoJHHMas
Tyun Gesnoit AOpOXHOH mMblIK. JIbSKOH 3ajyM4HBO, HU3-MOJ
PYKH, TO M JeJI0 BLICMATPHBaM Jajb LOPOTH W, B3rJsiAblBas
Ha CTapoCTy, MOXHMAaJ MJeyaMH. YKe OHM KOHYaIM BTO-
poit camoBap, Kak 3a0psiHyal KOJIOKOJNbYMK W M3-3a MNpHU-
ropka nosiBUIach NblibHasi NOBO3Ka, BJEKOMas Napoil B3Mbl-
JIEHHBIX KOHelil.

JbSKOH BbIlleJ HAa AOPOrY.

— Croii! — cka3an oH, 3aropaxuBasi myTb.
— UTo CAyuMnocb? — CNPOCHI SIMILHK.
— 3acrana!

OH nojolea K NoBO3Ke.
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M 4yTb He oTCKOHYHI.

OTTyzaa BBIMSHYJAO Ha Hero 3HaKOMoOe, XyAoe, CepAH-
TOE JIMLO CO IMEeTHHUCTBIMM yCaMu M B3AyBlIeics 60pOLOi.

JbsIKOH CMYTHJCS, HO TOTYaC ONMPaBHJCH.

— OTuy 6aaroyMHHOMY, — mnporyjiej OH, — MHOr0
Aet 3apaBcTBoBaTh! OTKyAa M KyAa Npoe3xaTbh U3BOJMUTE?

BrarounHHelil cMOTpen cepauTo.

— YepHoBCckuit AbSKOH?

— OH cambiit.

— Yero Tbl TYT Jenaewib? 3aueM MeHS OCTaHOBHA?

JIbsIKOH yCMeXHyJCS.

— Tlourenne 3acBUAETENLCTBOBATD!

BnarouuHHbiii ¢ HegOyMeHHEM CMOTpeJl Ha KOBep C
CaMOBapoOM M 3aKyCKaMH.

— PuiOGy, uTO a1, N0BULIBL?

JbSIKOH MOJAMHIHYI.

— Tleperar noctaBua, kapacsi BbLKHAAIO.

— Hy n xamu, a MeHs He 3ajepxuBail, 1 K cayx6e
TOPOMJIOCH.

W 6aarounHHBbIi NpUKa3an exaTb jJaJblie.

JIbSIKOH, MOCMeMBasiCb, BEPHYJCSi K CTapocTe.

— Ilonan kapack, pa He TOT!

IMpowno ewe 4aca jBa.

Ha nopore nokasanach apeGe3:kallas TejeXOHKa, K-
yeil mpaBWJ JApeMIOILMH Ka3akK, a B TeJeXXOHKe Ha CeHe
Cuje] CTOJETHUH CTapUYOK B 3eJIEHOM MOApSACHUKe. [bsi-
KOH OCTaHOBMJ MOABOAY, MOAOLIEN K CTapHuKy, C Helo-
yMeHbeM OrJIsife] ero MCnellpeHHbll 3anjaaTaMi NOAPSCHHK
M MajleHbKOe CMOpILUeHHOe 6arpoBoe JHMLO, KaK MyXOM Mo-
KpbiTOE GesbiM BOJIOCOM.

— JIbSIKOH... MW CBSILEHHHK?

CTapHyoKk C TPYAOM NPOroBOPHJL.

— C...BslllleHH. .. UK !

JIbsikoH BO3pajoBaJcs

— Orxyna?

— W3 b...orpaHoBkH.

— Kyna x epere?
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— B r..opoa, k enuckony, npocutb, 4T06...6bl CHSJI
3anpelleHHe.

JbSiIKOH BCIVIECHYJ PYKaMHu.

— Tloa sanpenieHbem?!

— H...na!

JbSiKOH CMOTpes C YHbIHMeM: onsitTb He TO. U OH
JAHBHICSl, YTO TAaKOH BETXMH CTapHUYOK MNOJ 3anpelleHHEeM,
XOTSl yXKe MO HeTBepAOMY pasroBOPYy ero BHAe] — OTYero
3T0. OH NMpPeAJIOKUI eMy OTAOXHYTb W paslieMThb Tpamnesy.
CTapH4OK OXHMBHJICA M OTBETHJ Ha TNpHIJallieHHe C O0XO-
Too. Jlaxe pedyb ero Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi MOJy4YuJIa
cBA3HOCTb. OfHaKoO BCKOpe e JAbSKOHY MNpHIIOCh €ro
YJIOXHTb B TeJery Ha CeHO W BO3HHMIA C MHPOM TPOHYJCS
Jajblie.

— He Be3eT! — roBopua AbSIKOH.

VK CoJHUe CTajo KJIOHMTbCS K 3amaiy M AbSIKOH C
OTYasiHHEM MOIMALbIBAJ] Ha JAOPOry, Kak BAPYr HM3-3a npH-
ropka BbIHBIPHYJ1a BbICOKasi rHeiasi JoWalb, 3anpsiKeHHas
B HOBEHbKHil TapaHTacC, N0 rOPOACKOMY 00pasily, C KpblIbsi-
mu. B Tapantace cuaen MoOJIOAOM CBSILEHHHK C CYXHM,
HEMPHUATHBIM JIMLOM, 03a60ueHHbIM M cepauThiM. OH cBep-
JSUMM B3MJISIAOM MOCMOTPeN Ha AbSIKOHA, MperpajiuBllero
nyTh, U KPUKHYJ BBICOKHM, PE3KHM rOJIOCOM.

— Yro Bam Hano? Krto Bbl Takoii?

— Cayxureab Boxuil, — OTBeTCTBOBaJ AbSKOH.
— TlocToponurecs ¢ noporu!
— He mory.

JlyXOBHbIi BCHBIXHYJI.
— YTo 3a HenpuCTOliHbIE WIYTKHU!

— A Mbl WIyTKM OTOGPOCHMM B CTOPOHY M Cepbe3HO
norosopum. U3 kakoro npuxopa Gyaere?

— Bam urto 3a geno?
— TloToM 06BSCHIO.
JlyxoBHbIii BNMBaJCA B HEro B3IJISAOM.

— CrpanHo, cTpaHHo... S Hukoabckoro nocenka cBsi-
weHHUK TlonMBaHOB, a Bbl KTO TaKoii?
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— $1 YepHoBckoro npuxona Apsikon Kocoportos. YecTs
HMel0 NpeACTaBUTbLCS.
JIbSIKOH CHAJ ILJIAMY M COJMMAHO MOKJIOHHJICH.

— bBonxyp!
— Yrto Takoe, 4TO TaKoe?.. — KpMuYal AyXOBHblif B
CepAMTOM HELOYMEHHH, — uTO Bbl Takoe roBopute? 3ayem

octaHoBHAH? I K cayx6e Topommoch. YTo 3a 3HaKOMCTBO
Ha Gosbwoi popore! Kakue Bamm uean? KaGbl He pyxoB-
Has ozexja Baua, bor 3HaeT, 4TO moAyMaTb MOXHO...

OH rasigen yxe ¢ onackoif Ha NOAXOAMBLIEro AbSKOHA.

— Cnesaiite, — CcKasajl CNOKOWHO M MOBEIHTENBHO
IAbSIKOH, — $I BaC JaBHO nojxupaaia. Hmeio cekpeTsl, OT
camoro BJaiblku Hcxoxsiuue. IToroBoputh Hano.

CBSILLLeHHHK C YyXaCOM CMOTpeJ Ha JAbSKOHA.

— OT BNajBIKH? — eJle BbIrOBOPHJI OH.

— JHa, na. Cnesaiite!

CBSilLleHHHK COBCEM pacTepsiICs.

He cnyckas raas ¢ AbsiKOHa, OH CJe3 C TapaHTaca H
MOKOPHO NOCJEA0BaJ K KOBPY C 3aKycKkamu. HeoObi4atHOCTh
00CTaHOBKH, KaKHe-TO BeCTH OT BJAaAbIKM Ha GoJbluoil p0-
pore OLIEJOMHJH €ero, MOTOMY YTO Ha COBECTH ero He BCé
6bIIO CMIOKOMHO.

— He no muxaitnoBCKOMy JM Jejy? — CHpPOCHJI OH
LUOMOTOM.

JIbSIKOH MBITJAHBO MOCMOTpEJ Ha Hero.

WU kpaTko oTBeTH.

— Ja.

JlyXOBHbIi1 BeCb CXKaJCSi MU CTaJ THILE BOJBI.

OH ¢ yxacom Haba0fal, KaK IbSIKOH OTAaBaJ KaKHe-To
pacnopsixxeHusi BepXOBOMY M CTapajcs NpeiCTaBUTb B
pacTepsBLIeMCSl yMe CBOeM: OTKyJAa MOSIBUJICH 3TOT TaMH-
CTBEHHbIl JbSIKOH W 4YTO 3a CBSI3b y HEro C enuCKOMOM.
Crano-6biTh, Gbl1a MOrOHS 32 HUM M JeJI0O MOBEPHYJOCH
BecbMa cepbe3H0? OH TNMOKOPHO TPHHAJN M3 PYK AbSIKOHA
CTaKaH C 4aeM, Jaxe MONbITAICA MUTb ero, XoTs ceilyac xe
u obxercs, HO He mojan Buay. Po6ko Habmozan OH 3a
IAbSIKOHOM, KaK TOT COJIMAHO, He TOpPOMSChb, HaauBaa ceGe
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4al0, U BeCb B3JPOrHYJ, KOrAa IbSIKOH FPOMOIJIACHO PSBK-
HyJ:

— 3anpsiraTs!

M IbSKOH COJNMIAHO MPHHSJCS 32 YaenMTHE.

Bouio THx0.

Pexa MOHOTOHHO WyMella Ha mepeKkaTax M BCE€ IJe-
CKajnacb B Heil Gosbluasi ppi6a. CoJsHIle Hayalo KpacHeTb H
onyckaTbCs K 3akarty, 6pocas Ha cTenb GarpsiHel. 3BsiKaau
KOJIOKOJIbYHKH, — CTapoCTa ¢ paGOTHUKOM 3ampsiraiu Jo-
wanei.

JlyXoBHbI/i npepBal MOJ4aHHe.

— B uem xe gmemo?

Ho eaBa oH 3TO npousHec, Kak BCKOYHJ MOLOOHO yxa-
JEHHOMY $A0BUTbIM 3MeeM. Ilo mopore kaybusmachp Oenas
NbUIb ¥ B 00J1aKax 3TOil MbIIM YHOCHICS B HEBELOMYIO AaJlb
€ro TapaHTac MoJ, 3KCKOPTOM JIBYX BepXoBbix. PacrepsB-
IUMACH AYXOBHBbI GPOCHJICS 3a HUM, HO, YBUAS TOTHYAC BCIO
TILETY CBOeH MOroHH, O0GEpHYJCS K AbSIKOHY C ONPOKHUHY-
ThIM JIULIOM.

— Y10 3TO 3HAuMT?

— 3JTO 3HAYUT, — CMOKOHHO OTBeYasa AbSIKOH, — YTO
Bawl paGOTHUK moexana B Hukoiabckoe.
— 3ayem?!

— C nucbMoM K Ballleif MaTyliKe, YTO Bbl A0 TNOHe-
JeIbHUKa He BepHeTeCh.

Batiolika coBceM pacTepsuics M mnepenyrasics.

— TIloyemy? — esie BbIrOBOpHJ OH.

— IloToMy uTO BBl apecTOBaHBbI.

JlMkasi MbIC/Ib MPOCTyYaja B r0JIOBe CBSILEHHHMKA: TaK
3HAYMT 3TO NpPaBAa, 3TO EMHCKON MOCJaJk 32 HUM U ceifuac
NOBE3YT €ro Ha CTPAlIHbIi BJAABIYHBIA CYyl, He TOMOIJH
HMKaKHe XJOMOThl... Horn ero moaorHyMcr U OH HeBOJILHO
onepcst PyKolo O NMOBO3KY.

A IbSIKOH BEXJHBO PAaCKJIAHSAJCA.

— HsBuHuTe, GaTiOlIKA... HO Mepa CHsi HeoGXOoAMMa.
Mbl B YEepHOBCKOM TNpHXOAe MOJroja XXKUBeM Ge3 CBSILIEH-
Huka. Tpe6 Hakomuaoch HeoGpasuMmoe KonuyecTBO. Biaro-
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YHHHBIA e, 3aBelYIOLHil NPUXOLOM, He e3auT Tyna. Ipy-
rue CBALUEHHUKHM onacalotcs 6iaarounHHoro. ITyTh kK HUM KO
BCceM GoJibLlie COpOKa BepCT, Aa M GepyT OHM CBEpX Mephl.
3auem xe TOrja u uepkoBb B YepHOBCKOM, paccyaure. Bor
Mbl M PELIMJM, Ha COBeTe CTapeiLIuH...

ITo mepe TOro, Kak roBOpuJ JAbSIKOH, CTPax GaTIOLIKH
npoiues, HO 3aTO SPOCTb Jaxe MOAHSIA BOJOCH HAa roJIOBC
ero. OH caenan K AbSKOHY HECKOJbKO LUIAroB, IIMPOKMX H
HeCypasHblX, OCTaHOBWJCS, OTKMHYJ PYKH, CXKaJk UX B KYy-
JIaKH, BBIISITWI Tpynb.

— Ka-a-a-a-k! — 3akpuyan oH, — o6ma-a-u! INoxu-
uleHHe... Ha G6oJblIOH x0po-0-re?!

JbsKOH pa3sBes pykKamw.

— Heo6xoaumocTb.

— A cexpeThbl BJIAIbIKUHbI?

— B TOM M cekpeTbl ero, YyTo moma He JAaeT.

BaTtiouka, B npunajgke sipocTH, CXBAaTWICS PyKaMH 3a
roJoBy M NPHHSJICS OTYasiHHO pyraTthCs M Trpo3uTb. Py-
rajcsi OH apTHCTHYeCKH, C YNoTpebGleHHWEM CIaBSHCKUX
cnoB. OH rpo3us CyLOM emuCKoma, rpo3uJ xano6oil ry6ep-
HaToOpy, CBSiTeileMy CHHOAY, MPaBUTEJbCTBYIOLIEMY CeHa-
Ty. YnomuHan naxe 6oJjiee BbiICOKHe MecTta. Hakowen, wmc-
yeprnaB Becb 3amnac XYMNeJoB 3eMHbIX, o6paTuics K Hebec-
HbIM M cTpawan cyiom Boxuum um Mykamu ajga. JbSKOH
CMOKOAHO M MOJ4a, CKPECTHB PYKH, IPUHUMAJ Ha cebsi no-
Tok OeweHblx caoB. Korjaa ke GBUIM rOTOBBI JIOWIAAH, OH
C MOKJOHOM yKa3asJ Ha TNOBO3KY.

— Tloxanyitte, MuaocTu mpoury.

Huuero He ocTaBanoch 6aTiolliKe, KaK CeCTb, YTO OH U
caenan, npojoyxkas pyrarbca. OH pyraiacsi BCIO AOpOry,
COBEpIIEHHO He CMOJIKasl, pyrajcs A0 XpPHMIOThI B roJoce.
Ouenb 3TO ObLI CEpAMTBHIE M pa3nparKUTENbHBIA YesOBeK.
On pyran absiKOHa, CTapoCTy, SIMILMKA, nepeGupan BCE Ha-
4a/7bCTBO, KOTOPOMY GyAeT kanoBaTbcsl. Hakonew, npuHsii-
Csl KOPUTb JIOWajed 3a TO, YTO MJIOX0 OeryT, U MOBO3KY 3a
ee TeCHOTY M HeyxoO6CTBO.

JbsikoH MoJuadL.
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EMy ka3anoch, 4TO OKOJIO HEro XYMOKMT Gosibluas My-
Xa, MonaBlliasi B TEHeTAa, OH JpeMaJ U NPOCHINAJICA OT 3TOr0
XKynoKaHbs. Hagnoeno 3To eMy cTpaiiHo M, Korja 6aTiolka
Ha MHHYTY TPHMMOJIK, OH CKa3aJ NMOTHXOHbKY:

— Beapb Bbl noayuurte natbiecsit pybaeii... passe 3TO-
ro mMano?

BaTtiomka npoxo/mxan pyratbCsi, HO yxe 3HAYMTEIbHO
THILe.

B 1Ba yaca HOYM OTYasiHHbII 3BOH TOHKOrOJIOCOrO KO-
Jokosa B36Gyiarauma Bechb nocejok. Co6panuck B 1€pPKOBb
BCe, OT Mana 10 BeJMKa, CJOBHO B GO/blIOH MpasiHUK, U
C YAMBJIEHHEM YBUAENH CEPAMTOrO CBSLlEHHHKA, GPOAMB-
1ero B 06JauyeHUH MO LEPKBH B COMPOBOXJAEHHH JAbSKOHA
CO cBeuell M SIPOCTHO MaxaBlUero KaiWIoM.

Cnyx6a npoposxanach LOJAro M TOPXKECTBEHHO.

JbsikoH npeB3owen ce6s, MPOM3HOCA E€KTEHHH B OK-
TaBYy M C pacKaTOM. Jlaxe cTekJa No BpeMeHaM OT3bIBaJIHCh.
Ha auTHM OH pasfesbHO M SCHO YMTa/] MOMHHAHbA M MPO-
M3HOCHMJI MMEHa C TaKUM 4YyBCTBOM, uYTO 6abbl MiaKaiH.
YBiekcsi noj KoHew cayx60if u 6aTioliKa. Y Hero okasajics
HeLypHblit rojoc. 3a obGexHeil OH, Mo coBeTy M npocb6e
JAbSIKOHA, TMPOW3HEC NpOMOBelb HA TeMy O MajoM CTane,
KOTOpPOMYy He Hano 6osthcd, W60 XpHUCTOC BCerja C HUM.
O6exHs KOHUMJIACh Ha paccBeTe M yKe Ha OOLIMPHOM mJio-
IWAAN JOXKHAAMUCh 6NarocnoBeHHsi CTaja KOpOB, ObIKOB,
Joulafeid, oBel, M JecCsiTKa ABa BepOG/IIOLOB, MOJOGHO XU-
padam BLITArMBaBILMX LIEH.

BaTioluka Bbllles Ha MJOLLANb.

OH yxXe CMHPHJICS M BO BCeM Cayllajcs AbsikoHAa. Tep-
neauBo 6Jaroc/iOBAS OH M KPOMUJ CBATOIO BOLOH MATY-
ILMXCA JKWUBOTHBIX M 3BOHKMM TOJIOCOM TMeJ TNpHU3bIBbI K
cBsiTbiM. TloTOM neau mo u3b6am GeCKOHeYHble MOJIEOHBI, CO
B3J0XOM OGJIer4ieHUsl YCa)KMBAJNMCh 32 CTOJbl, YrOLIAJUCH,
BbIMMBAJIM, M LUK JAajibllie yxe 6ojiee BecesNbIMM HOTAMH.
HakoHen, otnpaBuaucy B noasi. U BepHy/aMCh TOJNBLKO Beue-
poM, yCTajble, HO JOBOJbHbIe. [IpolM NpsIMO B LEPKOBb.
WU, xoraa 3jecb, B NMPUCYTCTBUM BCEX MPHUXOXKaH, OblIa
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CIOMaHa mneyaTb Ha LEPKOBHOM SlLMKe, NMEPeCYMTaHbl H
BpY4eHbl AbSIKOHY JeHbrM, a OH B CBOIO O4epejb OTCHHTAN
¥ Bpyuua GaTiollKe nATAecAT py6ieii, 6aTiolika Aaxe pac-
4yBCTBOBAJICA M NPHHAICS NMOXUMATh PYKH AbSKOHY.

— 3abyzem pacnpio cBoo!

JIbSIKOH B3IJISIHYJ1 HeJL0BEpuMBO.

— A BbI 3a6ynere?

— KoneuHo! — oTBen 6aTiowika riaasa.

Ho absikoH eMy He moBepuil.

OH noYTHTEJbHO yCaiul ero B OXMAABUIYIO NMOABOALY
M J0JIr0 B 3aJyMYMBOCTH CMOTpeJ] eMy BCJej Ha KayGHB-
muecst CTOJObI MNBUIN.

— &py-y-KT! — rynen oH.

Yepe3 Hexeso JbSKOH mpowiajcs ¢ npuxoaom. Xanko
OblIO NMPHMXOXKAHAM OTNYCKATb €ro, 1a OHW NMOHMMaIH 6e3-
BBIXOJHOCTb TOJIOXEHHS.

— VK MBI Takue HecYaCTHble! — rOBOPHJM OHH.

2Kanko 6blI0 M ABSIKOHY pacCcTaBaTbCH.

— Byab s CBsILleHHMKOM, He ylea Obl.. Beib MHe
HEMHOr'0 Hajo.

— A 3auem xe jaeno?

JbSKOH KOCHYyJCS majbliem J6a CBOero.

— Bcem g xopouwl, ofHUM He BbillleJ: He UMelO 00pa-
30BaHUs... U3 TNPOCTELOB!

N on yexan.

...OH 6bl1 yBepeH, YTO eNMUCKON HaKOHel, CMUJIYeTCs:
He norubaThb xe ¢ rojoay! A Beab oH moaroja tepnesa. Ho
10 Mepe TOro, KaK OH NMPUOJINKAJICH K FTOPOLY, YBEPEHHOCTh
ero Tas/a ¥ CMeHs1aCb Heornpeje/IeHHbIMH ONaCeHUsIMH, 160
BUJEJ OH, YTO CJaBa O MOXWIIeHHH Ha Goabluoii jopore
CBSILLleHHHKa pa30exanacb yx 4YyTb JM He NO BCeil emap-
xuu. MHble npsiMo BCTpedann ero:

— Bor oH... BOT... noxutuTeJb!

VHble e TONbKO paccKasbiBaiu eMy 06 yAWBUTENbHOM
NPUKJIIOYEHUH, He MOJL03peBasl, YTO OH M eCTb repoi, u6o
He 3Ha/IM MMeH.

Korza xe AbSIKOH Bolles B apXuepeiCKyl0 NMpUEMHYIO
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H YBHJAJ BBIXOASALIMM C NMPHEMAa HUKOJbLCKOrO CBSILLIEHHHKA,
OH TOYYBCTBOBaJ, 4YTO JAeJ0o ero mjoxo. C aymeBHbIM
TPENeTOM BolleA OH B OOIWIMPHYIO 3ajly npej JHLO
eMHCKoMa.

Ho, k yauBneHuio ero, crporuit Buranuit Bctpetun ero
6e3 rHeBa. OH TOJILKO TOMHUTENbHO JOJTO CMOTPeE] B JIMLO
eMy, nepebupasi YeTKH CYXWMH, HepBHbIMHM najbuamu. ITo-
TOM O YeM-TO OTAaJ pacnopsixkeHue KeJjelHuky. Yepes
MHMHYTY B 3ajie NMOSIBMJCA HHKOJbCKHWI1 6GaTIOLIKa.

Enuckon ckasan emy co CTPOrHM CrMOKOHCTBHEM.

— [loBTOpH CcBOe 06BHMHeHHe!

Batiouka pacTepsiHHO cTal OGBACHATb, KaK ero ocTa-
HOBHJIM Ha GosbLIOi jopore, oOMaHyad M MOXHTHJN.

Enuckon B3rasiHysn Ha AbsiKOHa.

— O6BsicHuC!

HpsikoH nmoapo6Ho M Ge3 yTaliku pacckasan BCE Kak
66110, CBOM MOTHBbI M OGCTaHOBKY mnoxuilenus.. Enmckon
4yTb-4yTb Yy/AbIOHysACS. U BApyr HaGpoCHJICS HA CBSILIEH-
HHUKa:

— Ilowen Bon, sdeanuk! 51 eue TeGe NMPUNOMHIO MHU-
XaiinoBckoe xeno!

CesiLleHHHK no6JexHe.

M nocnewmsn cKkpbiThCS.

Enuckon B3rasHyan Ha AbSIKOHA.

— XBaJo 3a HaXOAYMBOCTb! — cKasaj OH.

Jbsikon pacuseJ.

— IlepenpammBaTbca npuexan?

— JHa, Bnaaviko. TpyaHo Ge3 CBSILEHHHKA.

— W - Tebe TpyaHO, M MpHXOXKaHAM TPYLHO, 3HAIO.
Xodellb UCMOJHUTb NMPOCHOY CBOEro emnucKomna?

— Xouy, BaAaAbiKO!

— Toesxait Tyaa cBsLLEHHMKOM!

JbSIKOH crenan Kpyrible rjasa, XoTeJ YTO-TO CKa3aTb,
JAa He BbIFOBOPWIOCH.. M C LIYMOM TMOBAJWICS B HOTH
enucKomy.
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NELOXON






Tpu IHE CTOST MOpO3, 3ajelleHMBIUMA pyubH M TNO-
TOKH, NMOKPBIBIINA cepeGpOM H3MOPO3H HepHble NMPOTANMHbBI
noseit. Ciyyuaoch TaK, YTO OTTenejb HayanaCh Kak pas
B Ty HOYb, Ha yTpPO KOTOpO# O6sarounHHbiA HeB3opoB mo-
JAyyua Tejserpammy o G6oje3HH eHbl. HemenneHHo OH
OTNpaBWICSH K BJajiblke M, C TeJerpaMMmoif B pykax, Npocua
apXMNacTbIPCKOTO pa3pelleHns] OTAYYHTbCH X0 OKOHYAHHUS
cpe3ga. K nonyaHio 6aarounHHbI yike Ckakaa Ha SIMCKMX
N0 TYMaHHbIM MOJISIM, MOJIHbIA TPEBOXHBIX MbIC/El O JKeHe.
OH nocanoBaj, 4TO B TeJerpaMMe HHYero He CKasaHO O
TOM, 4YTO XK€ Takoe C Heil cayuusaocb? [locienHee Bpems
OHA JKajloBajaCb Ha CepAlle, OAbIIKA Kakas-TO CTPaHHasi
6bi1a c Hell BpemeHamu. OH BCnoMHMHal npofileHHbI 06
PYKY C Hel0 XHW3HEHHbIf MyTb... H TPeBOra ero paspacra-
Jach B CTPax mepej KakMM-TO HeBeJOMbIM HecuacTbeM. OH
TOPONUJ SIMILMKOB, LIEAPO AaBajd Ha 4ai, yTobbl GbicTpee
nepenpsirald M Becejliee Be3JH.

Mexay TeM, Jopora CTaHOBWJIACh BCE TpPyAHee.

¥xe Ha TpMALATON BepcTe MPHUUIOCH CMEHMTb CaHH
Ha TapaHTac, HO exaTb OT 3TOro ObLIO He Jywlle: agopora
pa3MsKJa, Kojieca riay60Ko yXOAWIH B rpsasb. Tenani#t Ty-
MaH ObICTPO M BeCesiO Cbelaj CHer, CHer C CMeIOLIMMCS
IWIyMOM NpeBpallajJcs B pyYbH, B NMOTOKH, B 3BEHsLlHe NO
OoBpa)kkaM Bogomajbl. 1 K Beuepy CAyuyuaoCh TO, YTO 3a-
JepxKaJ TOJbKO MOPO3. Yxe A0 JOMa OCTaBaJOCh He GoJee
AEeCATKAa BEpCT: Hago OblIO TOJbLKO nepeexaTb peky, MoA-
HATBHCS B rOPY, a C rOpbl YK BUAHENACh 1lepKOBb U JAJIMHHAS
yauua cena. Tak 6ausko! BoT ckBo3b TymaH mokasanach
M peka.

— Ckopeil! — Toponun 6Jaro4nHHbINA.

Ho sMmuk M cam He japemai.
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Bapyr Hax moJsMM NMpPOMJILII KaKOH-TO CTPaHHBIA Ty,
CJIOBHO 4ei-TO riyXo#, NOA3eMHbIH rojIoC HesICHO MpOoM3HeC
noBeJMTe/NIbHOE C0BO. M Bcien 3a TeM, HeMeLJIEHHO, Kak
6bl MOBHHYSICb CHTHaly, NylleyHble BbICTpPeJbl MOTPSCAH
He6O M 3eMJI0, M Tepeld B A0ATHiH, GbICTpBIA, BCE yXo-
AWM B fanb pyxelHblii Tpeck.

SIMIMK-TaTapHH 0GepHyJcs K O6JarOYMHHOMY M 3a-
CMesICSl, CBEPKHYJ OebiMM 3y6aMH.

— KyHcsin peka... csBa jpenath Gyaem?

BnarounHHslil npUBCTaN B TapaHTace H, ¢ 6eCrOKOHHO
OblolMMCS CepAleM, Ha6mojal, Kak CMYTHOe KaKoe-TO
JABHXEeHHe NMOAHMMaJOCh Ha peke. M yx Tpeck nepewen B
rayxoe, LIyMHOe, HempecTaHHOe LIypliaHbe M 3BEHSLIHH,
Heymoskaiouuit cToH. Koraa moabexann K peke, ycneau
TOJbKO YBHAETb, KaK YHaBOXEHHasi JAOpora uyepe3 peky
C/IOMaJjiach, PacKoJo0/1ach, KOHIbI €e CTajly MeAJIeHHO OTXO-
IUTb OT GeperoB MO HAaNpaBJEHHIO TeYeHHs. A MOTOM JxO-
pora kak GObl CTala MOAHHMATbLCA Ha AbIGbl, CTOHAaTb H
6ecHoBaTbCAA. JIbAMHBI MPOMO3LMIMCHL APYr Ha Apyra, pas-
PYLaNUCh C TPOXOTOM, C LIYMJIHBOH H 3J010 Xajlo6oit. A y
6eperoB 0cBOGOAMBILHECS BOJABI YXe PajOCTHO BOJHOBa-
JHCb M DOKOTAJH, YCTPEMJSiiCb Ha BOJIO.

BaarounHHblA pacTepsiHHO orjasjencs.

Hukoro Bokpyr!

— Hasap, 6auka, ryasem! — 3acmessiCsl TaTapHH.

— MHe Henb3si Hasal, — BCKpHYad 6JaroYMHHbINH, —
MHe HeJb3si! — MOBTOPHMJ OH, CJle3asi C TapaHTaca Ha Bf3-
KYI0 3eMJIIO.

WU ckomb3s, noyTH majas, moulesn K peke.

JvHHbIA, XyAO#H, C XyABIM JIMLOM M OCTPOKOHEYHO#
60poaKO#, OH CTOSN Hajl peKoil U GeCrOMOLLHO CMOTpes Ha
XOJIMHCTYIO M JIECHYI0 ee CTOpPOHY, rie Tak G6Ju3ko Obuia
€ro XeHa.

— locnoau... uto ke aenatb? — BCKpHYAA OH, —
HeT JH TYT TAe nepeBo3a?

— Ka-a-kyit nepeBo3! — yAHBJIEHHO B3rasHyJ] TaTa-
PHH, PaBHOAYWHO CTOA Yy MNOABOAbI, — IaaTal-G6anraii
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HUKMPSAK, — 3aCMeslICi OH, — 4Yepe3 TPH AHA MapoM ry-
JsieM, a Temepb K HaM aya aiifa... neykam JexH.

— HeT, Her!

W GnarouunHblii nofowen k camomy Gepery, kak Obi B
TailHON HajexJje, YTO eMy yAacTCs nepe6paTbCs MO JbJH-
Ham. Ho nepex HMM BC& KpyTHJIOCb, JIOMaJOCh, ABHrajoCh,
B3AbIMAJIOCh M C TPECKOM Majano, — Jaxe rojoBa 3akpy-
XHJIACb Y Hero OT 3TOr0 XaOTHYECKOro JBHXKEHHS, M Ha
MHMI eMy TMOKa3aJoCb, YTO OH M CaM KPYTHTCH M YHOCHTCS
BMecTe C peKkoii, 1bX0oM ¥ TymaHoM. C oTyasHHeM CMOTpe
OH Ha TOT 6eper, Ha HEJLOCTYMHbie XOJMbl, BHICMATPHBAJ:
He YBHUIHMT JM KOro, 4yTo6bl XO0Tb nojaTh curHai. Ho Gepera
OblIM HEMbI, MYCTbIHHbI, MOYTH CKPbITHI CrYILABIIUMCA TY-
MaHOM.

U yx Han pekoil cnyckanach HOUb...

BHe3anHo 6/1aroYHHHBIA BCTpeNeHy/Csi: raie-To BO/IM3H,
3a TYMaHOM, NOCJBILIAJICSH YeJOBedeCKHH roJoc.

BiaroynHHbI npUCayIIAACS.

'KTo-TOo wen Tam, B TymaHe, NpuUOAHKAICSH, H YK
SICHO GbLIO, YTO 3TOT «KTO-TO» NMOET W BIEpPEMEeXKy pas-
roBapMBaeT C KEM-TO, KTO €My He OTBevaer.

BnarounHHblii yxe pasbupan u cjoBa:

Thl XUBH-Ka, MYXHK, TaK:
Xoau B LepKOBb, Aa B Kabak,
He xoau, MyXHK, Ha CXOZ,
He myTu yecTHoii Hapox!

M3 TymaHa nocteneHHO BbiSiBASJIACh GUrypa yesnoBeka
6bICcTpO IaraBllero BAOJb Gepera W pacneBaBluero 6ec-
NeYyHo M Becelo.

A 3a T0, 4yTO raagen,
JBa rogouka oTcugen.

durypka 6bl1a MajeHbKas, TlLeAYLIHas, HO NPOBOPHas.
PasrosapuBasa oHa, OueBHAHO, cama ¢ co6oii, n6o0 oKoJO
Hee HUKOro Apyroro He Obl10. B61M3M OHa OKasanacb My-
XHMKOM COBCeM HeGOJIbIIOro poCTa, C MaJeHbKHM JIHYUKOM,
rycTo O6GpOCIIHM KPacHbIM BOJIOCOM.
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— Ore-e, — BecCeJIO 3aKpHyajl OH, — Ja TYT MpaBo-
cnaBHble!

Bcran okoso TapaHraca.

— HoueBath aymaere? Huuero, Mecto xopousee...
cbipoBaTO 6yATO? A Beib 3TO HHKAK...

OH npuCMOTpeNCS U3-TOJA PYKH.

— HuxkudopoBckuit 61arounHHbIA?

— 4, apyr... al.

— 3apaBus xenaem!

MyXxXHK CKasal 3TO OTKPBITO M Beceso, HO ILAnKu He
CHSJI, moj 6narocjoBeHHe He NojomieN.. H 6GaarouMHHbIA
3TO OTMETHIL.

— Tbl KTO Tako#? — CNMPOCHJI OH CJerka CypoBo.

— Jla 31eWHUA-Ty TOLIHHA.

— Kaxkoro npuxoga?

— JlepeBeHCKOro.

— 30BYT-TO Kak, CMpalliuBaio?

— YenoBek Boxwuit, o6LINTLI KOXel... KAK HU Ha30BH,
TOMbKO no-nackoBeit Gyab!

BaarouuHHblit coBCeM HaxmypuJjcs.

— Yero 3ps 6oaTaewsb s3bikoM-To? Hexopowo 3To...
Hexopowo! Beab ¢ oTuOM AyXoBHbIM roBopHiub! Tbl 6bl
BOT Jyulle NMOMOr... Buauiub, aoM 6au3ko, a momacTb He
Mory.

— Illony pomo#t He nonacTb... BOT TaK WTyKa! —
BeCeJI0 3aCMes/ICA MYXHK, — a CKOJIbKO Bbl MHe, OTell, 3a
STy TpeGy Aaaute? Yepes Jel-To NPOBOANTD, HE MIajeHLA
OKpeCTHTb!

— Ckonbko xouewb Gepu rpy6GusiH M KopbiCTOMOGEL !
— B3BOJIHOBAaHHO M Pe3KO KPHKHYJ GJaroyuMHHbIA, — Moi-
MH... Y MEHSl TaM >€Ha... MaTyllKa 60JIbHa... MOXeT ObITb
npu cmeptH! A ...

— 2Kona?

MyXxuK BApPYr nepeMeHH] TOH.

— Marywka 6onbHa? — NepecnpoCHa OH yKe MOTH-
XOHbKY.

Ha munyTy oH 3agymancsi, kak Gbl MPUCAYWMBAACh K
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TPECKy M LIOPOXY PeKH, M BHE3anHbiM, PelUUTEJbHbIM Ke-
CTOM yKa3an 6JaroyMHHOMY Ha TapaHTac.

— Aiina, caguce!

IMpocutb He Hamgo GbiIO.

Yepes MUHYTY TapaHTac Tawuics BLOAb Gepera
peKH, a MYXHK LueJ Bo3je, KaKk Obl MONpbIrMBast U LieBes
BCEMH YaCTsSMM TesJa, U I'OBOPUJ ONATb BeceJo.

— Cabnub-ka Thl... A6japaxmaH... noweseausait! Ox-
HO MeCTeyko Si TyT 3Halo... 1 BeAb TyTowHuil. He Goiics,
6aTiolIKa, — MOAMHUTHYJ OH JyKaBo GJaroYMHHOMY, — YX
K MaTywke npexoctasmo Bac! He 6yab ...

OH 3amouyan.

— Kro TH Takoii? — onATbh cnpocun 6JaaroynHHbIA,
CMOTpSt UCTIOANO6bS.

— HA-1o?

Myxuk 3acmesiics.

— dyx!

— Kaxko#t apyx?

— Besgecymuit. B ckasnke cugen, — npoOKy BbilKG,
nojx 3aMkom 6blI, — B LIEJKY Bble3. A Bbl, 6aTIOWIKA, HA O
YeM He ChpallliBai... YTO Hal0 CaMo OKaxeTcsi. AGbl K
Martyuke pocraBuia! S BoT Jyuyue Bac cnpowy: o. Bacuaus
3HaeTe?

— Kypbluanckoro yro-au?

— Ero camoro.

— 3Hao. A Thl KypbIYaHCKHH, CTan0-GbITb?

— Her, 4... TakoBckuit! I'ne 6b11, No3a6bll, rae Gyay,
— HeBeAOMO. A BOT TOJbLKO CHpOLIy Bac elle: MPaBAY
roBopsaT, GYATO Ha TOM CBeTe eCTb CKOBODOJABI ropsiuxe?

BaarounHHbfl ¢ M060MBITCTBOM CMOTpEJN Ha HeEro.

— 3JT10 0o6pasHoe BbIpaXXeHWe, — CKasaj OH.

— Hy, kax Hu BbIpaxaiics, a CHAeTb, CTaloO, GbITb,
npugercsi. O. Bacunmio nepsomy! YBuaurte ero, GaTioLIKa,
CKa)xuTe: 1leJ, MOJ, MYXHK MO LOpOre, W BCSKOrO eMmy
po6pa xenan. M or Apyrux, MoJ, TaKUX xKe, TNOKJOH
nepeciai, 4YyToObl MOMHWJA, He 3a0biBaj, AE€HHO M HOILHO!
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Yx Korpa-HuOGyAb, MOJ, eMy TOT MOKJOH Ha TOM CBeTe
ayKHeTCsl... 1a MOXe M Ha 3TOM ellle AapoM He mpoiaer!
— 3a 4To Ke? — THXO0 Cnpocua 6JarOYMHHbIN.

C BHe3anHO# BCMbIWIKO#A 37100bl MYXHWK NPOrOBOPHII:

— 3a T0, yTo HOC coOaumii, rjasa KowlaybW, B TeM-
HOTe BHIAT... U cepile yepHoe!

OH oTBepHyJCA H CTajl M3-TIOJ PYKH BCMaTPHBaThCA B
CryCTHBIUMHCS Haj DPEKOI0 TymaH. bjarodumHHbli cmoTpen
Ha €ero MaJjeHbKylo, MpbIraiylo, ObICTPYI0 GHUrypKy, H
JI0GONBITCTBO €r0 HEBOJbHO BCE POCIIO.

— Jomoit naewn?

— Aiji-git... kako#i, OaTiouika, JJoO6ONbITHLIA, — C
YCMELIKOH B3rJSHY/ MYXHK, — CJblXajJ f MpPO Bac XOpo-
uee... Hy, yX CKaxy: Ha noGbiBKy upy. Kak kymaps!
Bokpyr aynas noJjeraio, Ha POAMMBIX AeTylleK MOCMOTPIO,
CYNpyry CBOIO KPENKO K CepAlly MPHKMY... 1a ONSITb B JeC.

— A rpe.. 6bI? — yxe XMypo cnpocua 6aaro-
YHHHBIH.

MyxuK BeceJo 3acMesliCS M BCKpHMYaJl C YXapCTBOM:

— B netne 6b... 1a BepeBka oGopBanach!

W on npunsaca opatb:

— Cro-0-ii... THP-p-pP...

OCTaHOBHIMCb y TyCTOro JIO3HSIKA, YEPHOro M BJAX-
HOro oT ocaikoB TymaHa. [lo BpemeHu Gbl10 Obl TEMHO, HO
BBEpPXy TaMHCTBEHHO MYTHOe MSATHO O6JMYalIo0 MecTo, rie
3a TYMaHOM B HeGe KpbWIach MOJIHAs JyHa, U NMPONUTAHHbIM
CBETOM ee TyMaH Ka3ajacsi BoJlleGHbIM NOKPOBOM, FyCTO
HaGpOLIEHHbIM Ha BOJIHYIOULYIOCS, XYTKO LIYMSILYIO peKy
n Gepera ee. MyXXMK CKpPbIICA B JIO3HSIKe, BOPOHAJICS TaM,
4YTO-TO JIOMal, pasroBapuBasi caMm c coGoil. BiarounHHblit
NpUCMaTPHUBAJCA K pEKe M MOYEeMy-TO JieC, MpPayHO TeM-
HeBIUMH MO Ty ee CTOPOHY, Kasajcs emy OJiHXKe, yeM paHb-
e, a CepAMTHbI, rAyXoit WIyM JbAMH, KaKk Obl 3aTuxal B
3TOoM MecTe. Ho MecTa 3TOro G6JaroydHHbli COBepLIEHHO
He y3HaBaJ. ToJbKO MPHCMOTPEBLIHCh, BCIIOMHKJ, YTO peka
TYT Jefajna KpyTOd NMOBOPOT M C TOH ee CTOPOHbI JaJeKO B
BOAY BJaBanacb oTMenb. OH TepneaMBO OXHJAAM MYXHKA,
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noyemMy-TO BHYTPEHHO COBepIIEHHO BBepHMBIUKUCH emy. U
KOrjJa TOT MOSIBMICA C MajJKaMM B PyKax M, NMPOTAruBas
eMy OJHY M3 HHX, CKasas:

— Tloitzem, oren!

OH MOKOPHO BblLIe3 M3 TapaHTaca, HU O uyeM GoJblie
He paccnpailuBasi, NPUKa3al TaTapUHY Yye3XaTb, €CH OHH
nepeiiiyT peky, U Mmolues BCJIel 3a MyXHKOM. Bbuio Mokpo,
BA3KO, OGeper ruavHucThId. Kasomu 671aroYMHHOrO XJIOnalH,
M eMy NPUXOJWIOCh PaCTONbIPUBATL PYKH, YTOGBI COGMOCTH
paBHOBeCHe, OTYero OH Kas3aJCsl CTPaHHOHW 4YepHOH nTH-
ued. A MyXMK Kak Gbl MONMpPBLIrMBaJ BhepeiUu Hero, Kpemko
M yBepeHHO OonMpasicb Ha naiaky. Beper Gbu1 KpyT M 06pbI-
BaJICsl, HO NMOYTH BPOBeHb C Geperom HamIacTOBAJICH TYT
Jel, leJable ropbl B3JbIMABLIMXCA HACJOeHHH, CyMpa4HO
6JiecTeBIINX B TYMaHHOM OTCBeTe JyHbL IlinacThl 3TH GblIK
KaKk Obl B HENpPeCTaHHOM JABHXEHMH, B rJyxoit GopbGe
MexJay co6oif, B 3/10if, ynopHO# cXBaTke.

— OTTa CMOTpMTE, OTell, — CKa3aJ] MYXHK, yKasbl-
Basg mnepel co6010 MajKoi, — KOCHYKA TaM TNeCHaHHas,
JeJ-TO OHa 3ajepXHBaeT, ero Cioja K Oepexxky W TNpH-
6uBaer. bor zacT, kak mo Mocty mepeiigem!

OH o6epHyJCcsi, CBEPKHYJ IJ1a3aMu.

— 3a MHoit! 3a me4yo AepHKHCh... Aa He Goiics!

W naxe kak-6yATO BbIPOC, MOKa3aJ0Ch G1aroYnHHOMY.

Ony mou Kak mo rpeGHIO rOpbl.

Myxuk oTOpacbiBal H3JOM3aHHYI0O TeHb Ha MU3rubbl
JbJa, a TeHb OJaroyuHHoro yb6eraja elle jpanablie, yXOAS
roJioBoil B KuLialMe BOAOBOPOTHL. BiarouuHHblit B cTpaxe
CXBAaTHJ MYXKMKA 3a TJIEYO: eMy Ka3aJoCb, YTO MOJ HOramm
ero BCE JABUXKETCS, KOJBILIETCS, eXEeMUHYTHO rOTOBOE NO-
rJIoTUTh ero. BnipaBo u BieBo OT cefs, MO peKe, OH BUAEN
XaOTHYeCKHUH KPYroBOPOT, GUTBY JIbJIHH, B3IbIMaBIUMXCS U
HBIPSIBIIMX, OT peku Wiea Kak Obl ¢ocdopuueckuii Gaeck,
M MOJOGHO Gy JAILMM OTHSM TaM M CSM BCTIbIXMBAJIU M
racau cepebpucTtble 6iMKU. U Ka3anoch eMy CTpaHHBIM, YTO
elle AEPKHUTCS 3TOT KOJeOMOIMACS MOCT, MO KOTOPOMY
OHM 1LV CPeiH LIyMa, TPecKa M IMIyXHX, WYypLIAlKX B3J0-
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X0B. MeCcTamu JbJMHBI CTOSIM TOPYMS, Yepe3 HUX NPHUXO-
AWJOCb nepesie3aTb, a OHM BOPYaIM H KOJbIXaAUCb, OCbl-
nascb M o6Haxas moj co0oif 4epHyI0 KHMMSLLY0 rayGuHY.
Bnarounnnbiii Gosuicsi cMOTpeTb BOKpYr ce6s, eMy Kasa-
JIOCb, YTO OH HE HJET, a YHOCHTCSl BMeCTe CO JIbJAOM, Kpy-
THTCS, najaeT... Ho My>H1KOBO miieyo 6blI0 NOJ ero pykoi.

— Toabko 6bl cepeliky mnepedATH, — THXO rOBOPHI
MYXHK, — TOJbKO Obl paHbllie BpeMsi He NpOpPBaJo...

W exnBa on 3TO ckasan, Kak FPOXOT HamoOJHUA BO3AYX,
OrJIYWHJ UX, MOX MX HOFaMM Jiej B3APOTHYJ, 3aKOJbIXaJCs,
nonos3. MyxuK, yXBaTHB GNaro4MHHOro 3a pyKaB, CKad-
Kamu Spocuncs Brepel. [Tozagu HUX 06pa3oBasCst peBYLUMit
npopbiB, B KOTOPbI C aACKMM IIYMOM YCTPEMMJIMCb 3a-
CTOSIBLUMECS JIbAHHDI, APO6SACL B KyCKH, B OCKO/KH. Kasowu
6/1aro4YMHHOrO CKOJIb3HYJHM, OH He YJAepxKajcs, ynal H
NomoJ3 KyAa-TO BHM3, 3aMepeB OT yxaca... XBaTaiacs py-
KaMM 3a CKOJb3KMe Kpas. Ho Myxuk HemeaseHHO 6po-
CHAICA Ha GPIOXO M yCres CXBaTHTb €ro 3a BOPOT.

— [loroau ManocTb, — CMesVICA OH, — KyAa TOpO-
nuibcs!

[Momor emy BbLIE3TD.

BaarounHHbIitil B3LOXHYJI, OTJISIHYJICS U MHDP MOKa3ajcs
eMy CHOM. OH BHIeJ, YTO YHOCHTCSl BMeCTE C KHIUIALIUM
JbAOM B TYCKJOE XeJATOe MNPOCTPAHCTBO H, C TOCKOI
B3rJIIHYB BBEPX Ha TYMaHHOE€ MSTHO, MBICJIEHHO MPOCTHJICS
C monajpei.

Ho myxuk Beceso ckasan:

— Ycnean!

W OGnarouuHHblii yBHAEJ, YTO OH BOBCE He IUIBIBET,
a, HanpoTHB, Geper O4yeHb OJHM3KO, TOJbKO BOKpPYr BCE ¢
IIyMSLIMM PEBOM YHOCHTCS, U OT IpebHs JNelsiHOi ropbi,
MO KOTOPON OHM TOJBKO YTO LM, HE OCTaJOCh M caexa. U
OH B3JOXHYJ elle pas. M TyT xe c yauBleHHeM yBuAeJ,
YTO MYXHK CHIMT Yy ero Hor u pasyBaetrcsi. OH xoTesa GbuIO
CTpPOCHTb, 3aUeM OH 3TO JeJNaeT, HO B3rJIsHYJ K Gepery M
noHsl. MyxuK BCTal, CIpATal B MEIUOK Camnord, 3acyuut
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Bbllle KOJIeH LITaHbl, OlLynaj] NaJKol TayOMHY BOJAbI,
CMPBITHYJ TYAa W NMOACTaBHJ GJaroYWHHOMY TJIEYH.

— Capucp ckopeii!

BnarounnHblit He 3acTtaBua cebst MPOCHUTD.

Yepes MuHYTYy OHM Obuin Ha Gepery.

W onaTe 61arounHHbI# CTOSMI M C COHHBLIM yAMBJEHHEM
CMOTpes Ha OYLUYIOLLYIO PeKy, Ha TYCKJOe MATHO Mecsila H
Ha CHUASILLEro y HOT ero MYXHKa, KOTOPbIii GhICTPO-ObICTPO
Toponsch, 06yBaJCs.

— Kak Te6st 30ByT? — NOTHXOHBbKY CIPOCHJ OH ellie
pas.

— A 3ayeM BaMm 3HaTb?

— Hims TBOe B MOJIMTBE NMOMSIHYTb.

— A Mmoxe s u B Bora-to He Bepio?

Myxuk BcTan M 3acmesics.

— TloroBopka ecTh Takas: mnpouiait, Makap, Horu
03516a1. JIo cBUAaHDbS, GaTIOIIKA... Yyepe3 rOPKY-TO M OAMH
aoiaere.

OH MOTHYJ roJioBOif M mollel B CTOPOHY.

— Croit, cToit! — Bapyr kak Obl mpocHyacs Gaaro-
YHHHBIA, — a 32 TPYABbI-TO... BO3bMH, MJIH.

Myxuk obGepHysacs ¢ Becesaoit yJbIGKOI:

— Maryuke nokJOH!

W samaran panviie BRosb Gepera, mpuUTanThiBas HO-
ramu. BiarounHHbI MOJYa, HEMOABHXKHO, C HeJLOyMeHHEM
CMOTpeJl eMy BCJel, NOKa OH He pacTas/l B TyMaHe...

35






AbAKOH UWCMEPTDH






Korpa y mnaBnoBckoro absikoHa, Makapa HMBaHbiua,
3a6GoJena eHa, €My CaMOMy TNpHUNIOCh CTpsnaTb 0O0el,
XOIMTb 3a NMTHUEH U A0oUTb KOpPoBY. 2KeHa, XeHIIHWHA Kpyn-
Hasl, COOTBETCTBEHHO M XO3SHCTBeHHble MpeAMEThbl JI00HIa
Gonblude W Tsxeable. JbSKOH e, YeJOBEK MaJseHbKHil,
KPaCHOHOCHI M JIBICHIH, e€JBa YNpaBAsJCi C rOpLIKaMH M
yXBaTaMH.

IMomoraso ToabKO camoaobue.

— babbe peno — pna He caenatb!

OH cHoBan M cyeTHICS Mex Ay x6aHaMH, ropliKamMu H
KOpYaraMm, C Kpyr/bIMH OYKaMH Ha HOCY, KaK aJXUMHK
Wi po6pbiit BoJeGHUK, pa3roBapHBajl C HUMH, KaK €

ApYy3bsIMH WJIH Bparamu, — CMOTPSl MO OGCTOSTENLCTBAM,
BIIpOYeM, OAMHAKOBO AOGPOAYLUHO.
— Jle3b, Je3b, 3M01€il... BO uMs TocnogHe, — roso-

PHJI OH rOpLIKY CO LaMM, NMOTAJKMBasi ero B mnedb.

[MoTHelfl, KpacHbI, B MOTepsSIBIIEM LBET MNOAPACHUKE,
OH CaMOJIOBOJIbHO CMOTpeJ B XepJo TMeyxH, Onupasch Ha
yXBaT, KaK BOMH Ha MNHKY, U O6JAaroCkJOHHO COBETOBaJ
ropLIKy:

— Kunu Bo cnaBy Boxwuio!

Ho my 3akunesn coBceM He BO-BpeMsi, B Medd MOJA-
HUMAJICA WIYM M TPecK... AbSIKOHMLA CTOHAJa 32 Neperopoji-
KOil, npuuntasi xan06Ho. OKpYKeHHbIl TyYei0 MyX, Absi-
KOH MeTaJCsl Yy NeyH M, Npu3blBasi Ha NMOMOILDb BCeX CBATHIX,
cpaxancst ¢ yxsatamu. Ho TsixeJblit ropiIok TOMbKO KOJbI-
Xancs B NeyM, PacneCKUBAICs, CAy4aaoCb, U OMPOKHJbI-
BaJICSl, — MOKa OLHAXAbI AbSIKOH He LOJAYMaJCs MOAJIOXHUTD
Noj yXBaT CKaJKy M, TaKMM 06pa3oM, M3BJeK rOpLIOK M3
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ne4yd Ha-BeCy. ITHM OH JOJr0 XBacTaJ nepej AbSIKOHH-
e, Bo31aBasi XBaJy NperMMyLIeCTBY MYXKCKOro yma nepej
XEHCKUM, HO HHMKOrja He 3a0blBaJ CMHMPEHHO L0GaBJATb:

— Jymaelb: coBceM 4deJioBeK mponai... a 'ocnoip-To
n Hagoymua! Capinuy, kak Obl WenyeT KTO-TO Ha yX0: —
NOAJIOXKH CKaJIOUKY...

C kopoBoii 6b10 MHOrO TpyAHee. YepHas, Ge3 oTme-
THHKM, HpaBa CTPONTHBOrO, OHa NMPH OJHOM BuJe AbSAKOHA
NpUXOJAMWJIa B HEroJOBaHMe, He CTOsIa Ha MecTe, Opbika-
JaCchb M SIPOCTHO Mbl4ala, TOYHO eli HaHOCWJIM OCKopGJe-
Hue! HanpacHo absikoH nepe6upan BCe MHJble CI0Ba M
BCMOMHHAJ 3HaKOMbBIX CBSITBIX.

— Hy, croit, munas... Hy, Bo ums Boxue! YTumm 1
Muxkona yroguuk. Crto-o0-if, cTepBa!

Monagano u B 6Ok JAbSiIKOHY, U B mojpoiHuk. Torza
AbSIKOH MYCTHJCS Ha XWTPOCTH M, MoJarasi, YTO KOpOBY
CMyLLaeT MOAPSCHMK, Hajes] XKEHHWHO MJaTbe W no-6a6bH
nossidajics naatoukoM. KopoBa, xoTs M orasiabiBanach mno-
JO3PUTENbHO M C HeJOoyMeHHeM, HO CTOsJa CrokoiHee. A
JAbSKOH MpO cebsi NOCMeHBAJICA:

— TIlepexutpua Bo caaBy Boxuio!

YcTanblif, HO TOpPXKeCTBYIOLUIUHA, NMPUHOCHI OH XKeHe
NMapHOro MOJIOKAa M T'OBOPHJ:

— Cob6cTBeHHOpYYHOro yJA010... HcCmeii-ka BO 3apa-
BbHLe!

JlbsikoHMLA Jlexxana B 4YysnaHe, rjae OblIO TEMHO H
npoxnajHee, yeM B KomHaTax. OHa BO3BbllIaJaCb Ha MO-
crenn 6OJbLIOH M TAKeNOH, HEMOBOPOTJIWBON TYylIei, Mor-
Ja JABHMraTb TOJBKO PYKaMM M FOJIOBOi: BCE oCTaabHOE
pacnyx/o, HaJauaoCh, HalyJOCh; HOrM ObLIM KaK ABa Tsxe-
Jblx OpeBHa, A0Jro npoJjiexasliux B GoJsore. [bsikoHMLA
ICHO TpEeACTaBAsJa CBOe IOJOXEHHe, U OTTOro JHULO Yy
Hee ObLIO BCeria cepbe3Hoe, Kak Obl MOTPYKEHHOE B AYMY,
HO peyb CNOKOiHas.

— Ha KoHuMKe cBeTa JepxyCb, — roBOpWJIa OHa, —
BOT J0 CepAua AOHAET.. H NMPecTaBJIOCh.

Ho apsikon ropsiuo mporecToBas:
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— He OGoiics, crapyxa. Eme mnoxuBeM BO CJaBy
Boxwuio!

— Jla a2 He 6oloch. Te6sl, Aypaka, XajJKO OCTaBJATb.
A xTOo cmepTH GoMuTCs, M B pall He monager...

— 51 xuTpblit! — 6axBanMiICH AbSKOH.

U yTelinTesbHO MOAMHMrHBaJ AbSKOHHLE:

— Iloroan, s u cMepTb nepexurpio!

OxHako G6GecnoKOHCTBO ero C KaJAbIM IHEM pOCTO.
MHoraa oH Bnajan B OTuasiHHe, YXOJAWJ B KJIeTb W TaM,
YTKHYBIUHKCD JIMIIOM B C€HO, Muiakan u rosopua bory xaio-
cTauBble cnoBa. Korjpa ke cioBa M clie3bl HCCSIKaJH, OH 1leJ
Ha peuKky, GyATbixajics B BOJe, MOLOGHO TIOJIEHIO, U Opal
Ha BCIO OKPEeCTHOCTb:

— T0-ro-ro-o... BOT Tak X0JM0J0K, BO ciaBy Boxwuio!

W BosBpamancsi k AbSKOHHILE BeCeJblH, MbITAICS 3a-
6aBJsiTb €€ THAMENOBECHbIMM LWIYTKaMH, HeOOGLIKHOBEHHO
JOBOJIbHBIN, KOrja OHa 4yTb-uyTb YyabiGanach. Houblo ke
OH 0GeCnoKOHHO BOpOYasCs, He cnaa W BCE ayman, BCE Ay-
Man o6 OZHOM M TOM Xe: KaK MOMoYb IbsiKOHHUe? O
¢denpawepe Heyero M Lymartb... 60JbHHIA 32 COPOK BepCT,
CBOEi JoWIaan HeT, coceickHe B pabore. [la u He moeneT
denbawep papom, a aeHer Her! A jpeHer-To, Xyno-GexHo,
Ha ¢eabjliepa Ja Ha JeKkapcTBa... pybaeil nsath Hago! Ha
nsaTh py6aeit nTuubl He HabepeTcs, 1a 4 Ty elle Ha 6asap
Be3TH. KopoBy npojnatb... Bcé nuTaHue!

— XoTb Gbl MOMep KTO! — IlienTak AbSKOH.

U nyranBo cnoxBaTuiCS.

— Tlpocty, F'ocnogu... 4To 3TO 4, Kak 06MoJaBUJCSH!
HeT, yx Jayulle nycTb pPOAMTCH KTO, BO cJlaBy bBoxwuio.
XoTb AOXOAY M MOMEHble, 3aTO B NMPHXO0XKAaHAX MPUPOCT.
A BripoyeM... BOT K CJIOBY CKasaTb mpo MaciieHHukoBa. 3ps
yeJIOBEK Ha CBeTe 3axkuics. Beib Tak yesoBek Ha JMOACKOW
GexHoTe OTBeNCs, YTO B Opioxe yepBb 3aBescs. KoHeuHo,
M YepBI0 HaJ0 MHUTATbCA, — TBapb Boxwus... a uenoBek-OT
Mmaetca! Bcé Gbl Ham, rasiAMlb, COPOKOYCT 3aKasanu. [la
¥ TIOXOPOHBI-TO... L0XOA Ha ueablii rox! MoxHo 6bl camoro
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AOKTOpa Ha SIMCKUX npuxkaTuTb. Ho BCE 3TO OblIM TOJBKO
MEYTBHI.

[TaBnoOBCKMI NPUXOA COCTOSM U3 TPUALATH ABOPOB, —
MHOTO JIM C HUX 32 roj Joxoiy cobepeib? A IbSIKOHY, Ha
NCAJOMUIMIUKON BaKaHCHM, BCEro TOJbKO 4YeTBepTas 4acTb
npuxoAuTcs... CBSILEHHNKOB CIOJa He Ha3Hayaj, a MpPoCcTO
CCblJIa/IM 32 pa3Hble MPOBUHHOCTH, WJIH MOJOLEHbKMX MOCHI-
Janu JAJs TpaKTHKH, B OXWAAHWUM Jyyuwlero npuxoza. U
XKW OHM 3JeChb IO Mecsily, Mo ABa, a B OCTaJbHOE BpeMs
JAbSIKOH SIBASJICS €JMHCTBEHHbIM NPEACTAaBUTENEM MECTHOIO
LYXOBEHCTBA: CJYXMWJ 4Yachbl, YTPEHIO, BeuepHIO, MOMHHAJ
NOKOMHHMKOB, uMTa] akaduCTbl, CaM TPE3BOHWJ MO Npasj-
HMKAM Ha KOJIOKOJIbHE MOJIMTBEHHOro A0Ma; AJSi COBeplle-
HHUSI JKe KPEeCTHH, MOXOPOH U APYrHuX Tpe6 Mo BOCKPECEHbSIM
npue3dxan coceiuuit 6atiowka. JbSIKOH NMPOXUA B 3TOM
NpUXOJEe yXe BOCEMb JIeT, U 33 3TO BpeMsi Nepel HUM
NMpourio, no KpalHeit mepe, TpUAUATb CBSiLIEeHHUKOB. Bce
OHHM 3JeCb CTPALHO CKy4Ya/ju M pa3BleKaNuCh TOJBKO MO-
BECTBOBAHMSAMHU JAbSIKOHA.

A 1bsikOH JMO6GMA BCMOMHMTbL cTapuHy. Korpa-to o
6bl1 CanmoXHHUKOM B ropojie, OYeHb UCKYCHbIM B CBOEM pe-
Mecse, paboTal Ha KYMLOB M rOCMNOJ BOEHHBIX.

— Ilo napucckoit Moje MOr, — XBaaWJCi OH, —
pa3 jaxe Ha ryOepHaTOplly MOJYCAmoOXKH CIenal, C Bbl-
KpyTacamy, TaK OHeHb Jaxke JOBOJbHA OCTanacb. A ropos-
ckoit rosoBa, nokoitHuk [laBen Cremanbii, LAPCTBO emy
HebecHoe, XUTb 6e3 MeHsi He MOr, MOTOMYy — HOra y Hero
BCSl B MO30JIX... He Camor Hajpo GbLIO WHTb, — MpPOU3BE-
JeHUe, MOXHO CKa3aTbh, C KOHIAUO06epOM, C KJIOMLITOCOM...
Jna kaxjpoii Mo3oabKM ocoObiit gomuk! Tak 6biBaso, Kak
HajeHeT MOIO-TO paboTKy, B3JOXHET U CKameT: — «Ge3
Te6s 6bl, Makap MBaHbiy, moruGenb mMosi»... OH-TO MeHst
B XOp YCTPOHJ.

IMo BockpecenbsiM Makap MBaHbiy nen B JoGUTENb-
CKOM XOpe, W OYeHb MOHPABMJICS BJAAajJblKe 32 CBOH OTJIHY-
HbIi TEHOp, KOrja OAHaXJbl BJajblKa CAYXKHUA B CJ106OJ-
CKOM XpaMe B JeHb npectosna Kasanckoit Boxueit Matepu.
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Baaabika npuraacun ero B cBoit xop. Makap MBaHbly cTan
apxuepeiickum Jo6umueM. Makap VBanbiu Obl1 Ha BbICOTE
cl1aBbl M moyeta. Makapa MBaHblya mpuriamiajy Ha Kyne-
yeckde cBaabObl. Ero 6pan Braabika ¢ co6oi0 MO enapxuu.
JbSIKOH PajoCTHO CMesJICs,, BCOMHHAs BCE 3TO.

— Makap HBanbiy Tyaa! Makap MBanbiy cioaa!

Pa6oTy cBO10, K HeyAOBOJILCTBHIO XEeHbl, OH 3a6pOCHA
coBeplueHHo. Ero okpyxanu apysbsi ¢ 6acaMi U OKTaBaMH,
BOJAWIM €ro Mo TPAaKTHPaM, BOCKYPSJH nepel HUM pumMHaM
M COBETOBAIM MOCTYMHUTb Ha CLEHY.

— Ta-an-n1aHT, — pblYajH OKTaBbl.

A Gacel xOopoM ryneiu:

— Bangit, 6par... eii-Bory! Bon Mmunossopos, Toxe
M3 HaUIMX apxuepefCKUX, KaKHe B ONepeTKe AEHbKHIIM 3a-
rpeGaer!

OkTaBbl Cjlerka nNpoTeCTOBAJH:

— &ur-ryp-p-a y TOro, nojioXuMm...

— A uyem y Maxkapa MBanbiua He durypa? Toabko
KaGJyKd TOBbille CAeaTh.. A OH caM mactep. 3a JIOMH-
MaJMHy KOpoJis M306pasuT!

OKTaBbl pblYaIH:

— K Chnassuckomy!

Makapa ViBaHblya 0GHMMANH, LeOBajIH!

— Hy-ka ewe rpadunyuk!

Makap MBaHbIY pacTporaHHo, co cjle3aMHM Ha rjasax,
3aKasblBal rpaduHYMK U B TO e BpeMs FOBODHI:

— Her, s T'ocnony nocayxy!

TeHopa 3auckuBanu nepex Makapom MBaHbiueM. AJib-
Tbl CJAYIIAJAHCb JABHXEHUS ero naiabua. JuckaHTa, npu
BCTpeYax, MMILAIM TOHKMMM T'OJOCKaMM:

— Makap HMBanbly, Bam nanaua kJaHsercs!

Jaxe pereHT, TOJCTHIi BeluKOJenHbll AbAKOH, 0ac,
— MOJHMK, BCerja XOJAMBIUWIA B 6eJIOCHeXHbIX BOPOTHHY-
KaX M pyKaBYMKaX, — OTHocuiacs k Maxkapy MBanbluy ¢
yBax{eHHEeM, U COBETOBAJCSA C HHM:

— A He oTxBaTaTh JM HaM cerofHsi, Makap MBaHbly,
«WNxe xepyBuMbI»-TO BopTHsiHCKOrO?
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— Bnaabika Gonee ao6ut TypuanuHoBa!

— Hy, orxBaTtaem TypuanuHoBa!

JIbSIKOH BCMOMHHAN TOTrJALUHIOW XXHM3Hb CBOK — KakK
6bl MyTelleCTBME MO KAKOMY-TO BeCeJOMy MOPIO, Ha KO-
pabne, ykpawenHom ¢aaramu. Ho B 3TOM MOpe emy
CyXJAeHO ObJIO M YTOHYTb... BeuHblll npasgHuk, C KoJjo-
KOJIbHBIM 3BOHOM, apXHepeiCKMMH Bble3JaMH, TOPXeCTBeH-
HbIMH GOrOC/NYXXEHHMSMH U NMapajHbIMH 00€LaMH... 3BOH PIO-
MOK, OOJbIINX M MaJIleHbKHMX, B JAbIMy TPaKTHPOB, Cpeiu
PHIKAIOWIMX OKTAaB M ryASLMUX 6acoB... BCA 3Ta NPHUKOCHO-
BEHHOCTb K JYXOBHOMy MHMpY npuBeJa OxHaxAbl Makapa
UBaHbiya Kk mocTynky HeoGiymaHHOMY. OH Obl1 Ha BbICOTE
CnaBbl M MOYeTa, HO 3TOro eMmy ObUIO YyXe Majo: emy
XOTeJNoCh BO BCeM ObITb mnepBbiM. Y1 B TO ke BpeMs XuJO
B Aylle TaiiHoe XeJlaHWe: OTYePKHYTb 4YeM-HHOYIb OT cels
CBOe mpouuioe, Kak Obi OKPECTHTbCS B HOBYIO XKHM3Hb M
yX HeBO36paHHO Mpe6GbiBaTh B AYXOBHO-TEBYECKOM 3BaHMH.

U oH «OKpecTuaCs» B NMPSIMOM CMbIC/E C/IOBA.

B To BpeMs cyuwecTBoBal B ropoje, Cpeiu MellaH H
peMeCJeHHHKOB, 0o6Gbl4aii: mocje KpelIeHCKOro BOLOCBSITHS
OMbIBaTb CBOM rpexu KynaHHem B <«Moppanu», To-eCTb B
npopy6u. LLlau Ha 3TO, KOHe4YHO, HauboJjlee OTHasiHHbIE roO-
JoBbl. ExBa KOHYanoCh GOrociayxeHue, Kak B pa3HbIX Me-
CTax pekH OyJATbIXaJHCb B JIeASHYI0 BOAY MOJIOALbI, C Bbl-
TapalleHHbIMH [J1a3aMH BbINOJ3aJM OTTYAa NPU TMOMOLUM
Apy3eil: UX 3aKyTbIBalH B TYJynbl U Ha GbICTPBIX TPOiKax
C ramOM MYajJM B TPaKTHPbl, I'lé OMbIBIUHIICS BbIMHBaJ
BOJAKH C OJLHOrO JAyXy, CKOJbKO MOI BMECTHTb, MOKa He
corpeBajcs.

Makapy UBaHbluy npuuUIIOCh MpojesaTh 3TO C OMNO-
8aHHeM, nocie CayxObl, KOrja peka Obula yxKe NMyCTbIHHA.
OH wecTBOBaJ, OKPYXXEHHbIH pbIYallMMU OKTaBaMH, Gaca-
MH yXe B NOANHTHH; JaxXe MeJo3ra xopa cobGpanach mno-
CMOTpPETb Ha YAWBHTE/bHOE 3peJulie.

Iy ¢ nenuem. Makap VBaHbly — Bnepexu, kKaK GObl
NoJ KOHBOEM BeJMKAaHOB, M3pbiramomux xsaay [ocmopy,
nosaiu 3Bakanu 6yGeHubl Tpoiku. [lepeBep3eB Hec orpom-
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Hblii OBUMHHBIA Tyayn, a 6ac 'poMOB aepikan NoAMbILKOH
YeTBepTb B LIEJKOBOM MelliKe M3-moj mpocdop.

Ot moposa ctosn B Bo3ayxe TymaH. Pouma Gbia ce-
pe6pucTo-6enas, HemoABH:KHasA, 3aCTbIBLIAs — KaK B CKas-
Ke. A ¢ Apyro#i CTOPOHBI, C ropbl, CKBO3b CUHEBY MOPO3HON
MFJIbI CMOTpeJ FOPOJ, XOJOAKOM CBOMX OKOH M 3anyLlieHHbIX
MeTesnsiMH Kpbilll. Tam BhICOKO B3MeTHynach K HeGy coGop-
Hasi KOJIOKOJIbHS, — C Hesl BCe elle MUIbU NMPa3iHUYHBINA
TPe3BOH.

[llecTBue octanoBuaOCH y npopy6u. OHa yxe ycnena
NOAEpPHYTbCS TOJCTBIM CJOeM Jbja, H [lepeBep3eBy npu-
uJIoCh NMpo6uBaTh ee KalbJyKaMH CBOMX Or'POMHBIX Camno-
Wy, 'POMOB ke KHYTOBMLIEM OYHMLIAJ ee Kpas.

— Tonbko nox Jen He MbipHH, — WyTUA [epeBep3es.

A T'pomoB coBeToOBaa:

— Kosu MblpHellb, 3anOMHH, BO-H-H TaM TpH mpopy-
64, K HUM IJIBIBH, OT HUX CBETOK MAET. A Mbl netb GyaAeM,
4To6 He cOuics.

Xop cmesuics. IlepeBep3eB MpayHO CMOTpesa B JIHLO
Makapa MBaHOBMYa CBOMMM BBINYKJbBIMH M OT MNbAHCTBA
KPacCHbIMHM TJIa3aMH.

— A KoJb ¥ BNpsSMb MbIpHELIb... He GOMILbLCSA?

Maxkap VBaHblY TOJBKO 3acMessiCi B OTBeET:

— Tocnoap BbyauT!

W oH BeINpLITHYJ M3 OAEXAbl Ha JeAsiHO# Mopo3. He-
MeJLJIEHHO JABOe MNeBYMX NEpPeKUHYJH eMy NOAMBILIKH Mo-
JOTeHLe.

— C Bo-r-rom! — pbiyanu OKTaBbl, CIOBHO NPOBO-
Kasl ero B JaJBHIOW A0pOry.

A xop 3arpemen:

— Bo Hopaa-a-a...Hu...

TemHass Boaa Gypauna. Makap MBaHblu XxoTesn KpHK-
HyTb:

— Ta-uu-re!

He mor.

Ha mur emy nokasanoch, YTo BCE BOKpPYr 3aMepa3io:
M polia, ¥ ropoj Ha rope, U He6o, U meBuMe — BCE npe-
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BPaTHIOCh B OJHY JeAsiHylo rabi6y. Ero GarpoBoe Jauuo c
OCTaHOBMBLUMMCS B3r/SJOM CTaJO TAaKHM CTPAUIHBLIM, YTO
neBYMe WHCTUHKTHMBHO MNOTaUlWIM ero BOH, liapamnas a0
KpoBH Teso 06 ocTpble Kpas mpopy6u. [Togo6Ho o6Mmep3-
leMy cyaaky, nosiuicsi Makap VBaHbiy u3 mpopy6u. Ou
CTal Kak Obl JepeBSIHHbIM, 3BOHKMM M JIOMKHM, JIMILIEHHbIM
JABUMEHHI, riasa cTaan Kpyriabl U 6eCCMbICIEHHBI, TOJbKO
4eJIOCTH JAPOOHO M He mnepectaBas cty4yaqu. M cryvanu
OHHM, NOKa 3aBepThIBAJM €ro B TYJYM, YKJIaJAblBaId B CaHH,
ONMPOKMABIBANN HaJ HACHJIbHO-PACKPBITHIM PTOM YeTBEpTb,
M MOTOM JIMXO MYaJH MO OXKMBJIEHHBIM YJIHMIAM, MHMO Jbl-
MSILLHKX JOMOB, Caj0B, NOKPBITHIX HHeeM, U 00JiefleHeNbIX Ha
nocrax ropoioBblX, — mnpsimo K «IlneBHe», B ryasiuem
HyTpe KOTOpOH NpHMHAINCL Yxe oTTHpaTh Makapa MBa-
Hbl4a BOXKOI M CHYTpH, M cHapyxu. Ho Makapy MBanbiuy
Ka3aJloCh, YTO BHYTPH €ro TeyeT OrHEHHAsl peKa, a CHapy-
XU BeCb MHP — JIIOAM, U TYCKJble CBEYM, U CaMblii TOMOH
JIOACKOH, — BC& 3TO CKOBaHO CTpALUHbIM MOPO30OM, OT
KOTOPOro M CaM OH HHMKAaK He MOxeT oTTaaTb. [lotom
6acel H OKTaBbl BOKPYT Hero CTalHM BbIPACTaTh JO TMIaHT-
CKHX pa3MepOB; OHM MyXJH M IUMPHIHCb M HAMOJHSIM NPO-
CTPAHCTBO, HO roJoca MX JAOCTHralM K HEMYy OTKYAa-TO
M3jaleka, ¥ OH HHUKaK He MOr pa3obpaTh M MNOHATb MX
cnoB. A orHeHHas peka Bc€ Oypiuaa B HEM M YK BBICTY-
nana u3 6eperos. K Beuepy Makap MBaHblu npeBpaTHiICs B
nblIaOLMIA KOCTep, — OH MeTaiacs B Gpely M Kpuyal, He
YMOJIKas :

— Jleiite BO-0-ay... Tywwure!

ITocne emy camomy O6bl10 YAMBUTEJIbHO BCIIOMHHATD,
kKaKk B OpeloBOM BHAeHMM OH Geran cam BOKpyr ce6si C
BeAPOM B pyKax M mjeckan Ha cebs Boay. M oH Bceraa
Obl1 yBepeH, YTO 3TO Aylla ero XJOMoTala O CraceHHH
Tena. M Ha ee KpUKM NMpHCKakala MoxapHas KOMaHia B
OCJIENUTEeNbHbIX KaCKaXx M CO 3BOHOM, LIYMOM, TPECKOM
Kauana BOLYy M3 mnoxapHoro pykaBa. [lo cioBam Makapa
MBaHblua, — OH LuMMe], KOPYUICS, HO MPOAOJAKAM MbIIATh.
A BOKpyr Hero OKTaBbl U 6achl BBIISICHIBAIN KAKOW-TO AH-
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KMl TaHell, XOXOTajH, Opajy, MeJd M IVIeCKaJM Ha nHero
ropsiueii BOAKOH. PereHT xe BCE MBITaJNCS NMPHUKPLITb €ro
TYJAYNOM, OIPOMHBIM M TSXKEJbIM, KaK Ty4a, HO TyJayn 3a-
FOPAJICSi, U CaM pereHT BCMbIXMBaJ M NMpPeBpaILaICA B A3bIK
nnameHu. A Makap MBaHbly, Wi ero aywa, BCé NMpOROJ-
XaJu BOMHUTD.

— Kauvaii, cno6oackas... xauyu-a-ii!!

Tak mnpojo/KaloCh JAOJAro, OYeHb J0Jro, MOKAa He
NOSIBWICS B OTAA/NEHHH, B HEKOEM 30JI0TOHOCHOM CHSIHHH,
apxuepeil, OKpYeHHbIil CBET/IbIMU AyXaMu. Apxuepeit npu-
6ausuacs kK Makapy MBanbiuy u GnarocnioBun ero. Makapy
MBanbliy cTano Tak pajoOCTHO, YTO OH 3aljakal, U OT
cre3 ero maams CTajlo NOTyXaTb. A MOTOM HacTymuaa
TbMa...

JBa Mmecsina nposansiacs Makap MBaubi4, a koraa
BCTaJ, MOJOGHO TeHH, M B3AyMa] monpo6GoBaTh roJoc, TO
eMy MOKa3aloCb, YTO 3TO He OH, Makap MBahbly, noer, a
BoeT oxpunwas co6aka. OH npulles B NMOJHOE OTYasiHUE.

A XeHa, HanpoTHB, BO3PajOBaaCh.

— Cna-Ba TeGe, 'oc-noxu!

— Yemy papnyewbcs-To?

— Jla XOTb BOJKY XpaTb NepecTaHelllb, COBCEM CNHJI-
cd... ¢ mnpuaTeasmu-to. M, pommwiacs po yero, — B
npopy6b moJse3!

OH yKOpHM3HEHHO M KaJOCTHO CMOTpeJ] Ha Hee.

— S nua, Kak LyXOBHOE JIMLLO... Pa3Be Thl MOXELb 3TO
nousith! §1, kak wmapp JlaBMA, BeCeJMICS mepej CBSITBIHEIO.
A Tenepp Gyay € rops nuTh, KaK CanmoOXHHK!

U on no6aBun eue:

— 1 mo coBectu noctynua... Focnoab 3TO BUAMT.
— BoT 1 oTHsin rosoc-Tto!

— Ero Boasi! A Te6e 6Gbl MOMOJYaTh... 3Haellb, KakK
Yy anocToja CKa3aHO: XeHa Aa GOMUTCH...

— Oif, kak cTpauHoO... HUCHyraaach!
— Jla, na, 60aTbCst M yBaxaTb AOJxkHa!
— Komnoaxkoit... xoyewn?
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Ona, BnpoyeM, cMessiach M B Ayule xajiena ero. Ho
OH CMOTpesa CTpOro.

— ITomonuu, nomonun... Focnoab eme oxkaxer cebs!

BoT TyT-TO M cayuunoch camoe yAuBHTeabHOe. Ma-
kapa MBanbiia moTpeGoBan K cebGe BJIajblKa, M KOrjAa
Makap MBaHbl4 IBUICS K HeMy, BJajbika AOJro ¥ MoJua
CMOTpeJ Ha Hero, nokauuBasi roJIOBOML.

— TloTepsn ronoc-to?

— TloTepsan, BAaablKa CBATHIM...

— XKanb... kanb! U uto 3Tto Tebe B3Lymansoch B BO-
Ay 7Ne3Tb, TEHOPOK Thl 3a06JyALINii?

— I'pexu xoTen OMbITb, BAAJbIKA CBSTHIH.

Braxbika 4yTb-4yTb YyJAbIGHYJCS.

— A a moamncst 3a Teb.

— 3Hawo! — ropsyo Bckpuuyan Makap MBaHblu, —
BujeHHe MHe 6b10. Koraa g mbliai, Kak KOCTep OTHEHHBbI,
Bbl SIBWJIKCb, BJIAJblKa CBSITbIf, B COHME CBETJbIX AYXOB, U
noTywmuau!

Brnagbika enie Becesee YJbIGHYJICS.

— bBnaxennbl uncTHM cepAlem, — CKasald OH.

U sagymancs.

— Yro xe MHe Tenepb JenaTh ¢ TOGOMH?

Makap MBanbiu Mosayas.

— Xouellb B AbSIKOHA?

Makap MBanbly cmoTpen, He NMOHMMasi, LIMPOKO pac-
KPBITBIMH TJIa3aMH... U BAPYr MoJuYa GPOCHMJICS Ha KOJIEHW
M noueJoBan apxuepefckuit canor. Y, kak B TymaHe, CJbl-
1A OH roJIOC BAAAbIKM:

— Tonbko jpait MHe, Blajgblke CBOeMy, CJIOBO... He
MUTD!

Maxkap MBanbiy Mosya MOAHSA, KaKk Obl B KJSTBe,
PYKy, HO HHMYero He MOr' CKasaTb, TOJIbKO 3amyakana. U
BCE B TOM )Xe TyMaHe OH Bblllles], BepHee BBIMJbI U3
apxuepeHCKoro Joma, U BCE€ BpeMsi 3TOT TyYMaH NpOpe3bl-
BaJICS SIPKUM COJIHEYHBIM JIyYOM, 3a)XMraBIUMM Aylly ero
BocToproM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ Temepb KaKyiO-TO OCOGEHHYIO
6ausoctb K Bory. — «OH 6yaeT RYXOBHbIM... YyAO CJAyuH-
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Jocb! OH GyAeT AYXOBHbIM... OyAeT HOCHTb AJHHHbIe BO-
Jocbl M noapsicHuk!». OH CHOBa MpOCJAE3WICs, U TYT XKe
Ha Kpbulblle ellle pa3 MNOAHSAA K He6ecaM pyKy M jan
TOp)KeCTBeHHOe ofellaHve: He NMUTb GoJblle HU Kamjid
BOJKH!

U caepxan ero...

BocnomuHanMs coBceM pacTpaBAsiiM Aylly AbSIKOHA.
Bcerpa emy ynaBanoch NepeXHTPUTb CBOIO MKM3Hb. YX
BOT, Ka3aJoCb, COBCEM Mponaji 4YeJoOBeK... a, MMSAMWb, H
camasi omwMOka o6paliaeTcsi Ha MoJab3y. JTO OTTOro, Ka-
3aJ0Cb €My, YTO OH BCerja NocTynaj Mo COBECTH.

A Tenepb? Yrto ke genatb Tenepb? OH Obl corsacui-
cst oTpy6uUTh cebe PyKy, eci Obl 3TO MOMOIJIO AbSAKOHMIE.
OH M MbICIIM He AOMyCKal, 4TO OHa MoxeT nomeperb! OH
KaK-TO He pasjuMyaj IrpaHHl, MexJAy COGOI0 M el0: Beib Y
HUX QJHa Aywa U oaHo Teno. OH Kak GyATO 4yBCTBOBaJ
ceOs TaKMM Xe TSXeJbIM, PacnyXIMM, HeMmOBOPOT/HMBBIM,
KaK OHa.

...OH npokpaJsicsi K Hell B 4yJaH M CeJl y M3rojoBbsl.

— Crapyxa...

— Hy?

— A uro, exenu 6abyuiky Kapsiuuxy npuraacuts?

JIbAKOHMILA TMOLIEeBeJaNIa TOJIOBOM.

— He nomoxer.

— Jla Beab OoHa BOT M Mac/ieHHHKOBA JICYHT.

— A nyuywie emy OT TOro?

— To yx neno Boxue! A Bcé-Taku uyesloOBEKy pasym
JaH: TPaBKM OHa TaM 3HaeT, Ha yrau wender. [Jsan, H
nomoxet... BO MmMa TocnogHe!

JbsikoHnia npomosayana. U IbSIKOH MPHHAA 3TO 3a
coraacwue.

Kapsiuuxa xuna Ha KOHIle yauubl, B M36yllKe, BpoOC-
weii B 3emi0 no camylo kpbuuy. Kpeiua sta Bceraa xasa-
Aach JAbSIKOHY KOCMATOi roJIoBO# BelbMbl, Tak CTapa Gbuia
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Ha Heil pacTpenaHHas BeTpoM cosoma. M3-moj Kpbiuu
CMOTpeJ Ha yJHLY TYCKJblif Ma30K — OKHO, KOCOe U Ma-
JIeHbKOe, ¥ ObLIO OHO B yriy, Tak 4To u36a kasanacb KpHu-
Boil. BHyTpH, Ha 3eM/IfiHbIX CTeHaX pa3BelleHbl OblIM My4-
KH TpaB, CWIbHO MAaxXHYLHUX, U pa3HLle CTPAlIHbe MpeiMe-
Thl, — BpoOJe pelLleTa, AJUHHOM KOYepru C Kpyrjoi 3a-
LenKoi M IIKYypbl 4YepHOro kora. Bmpouem, mpeameTbl 3TH
6bun GnarojeTenbHble, U AbSKOH XOpPOLIO 3HaJ HX 3Hauc-
Hue. Koueproii, Hanpumep, Kapsiunxa BbiOuBana xoJnepy, H
Jaxe O4eHb YCMeIIHO: B MX ceJie yMep TOJbKO TOT ueJso-
BeK, KOTOpPOro oHa Ouja, a jJajiblle XOJCpPa He MOLLIA.
Peuleto momorano mpH rosIoBHbIX G0JsiX U Apyrux G6oJies-
HAX, KOrja NPHXOAMJIOCh NMYCKAaTb HA 4YeJOBeKa JOXJIb C
moautTBoil. Ho cambiM 3ameudaTesbHbIM mNpejMeTOM Oblia
IIKypa YepHOro KOTa: OHa ObLla He3aMeHMMa NpH TPYA-
Hbix pogax... Cama Kapsiumxa Obia oueHb BeTXa, yxe C
TPyAOM ABHUrajacb, COrHyTas B TPH moruGesnu, ¥ roBopusia
cepauTbiM 6ackoMm. Y Hee OblIM cejble YCbl M BOJIOCHl Ha
nop6opoake. JbSIKOHY NpHULIJIOCL BeCTH ee nojk pyky. Ona
BCE OCTaHaBJMBajlach, YTOObl OTABIIATLCH, U 6acuaa:

— A Tbl npuMeuaii: KOJAM LYHY Ha Hee, a OHa COTpS-
CeTCS... 3HaYMT, CMepTYLIKa NpHILJIA.

JbSKOH caM ApoXal OT OXHAAHWS.

Ho apsikonuua He corpsiciacb. OHa X0JOAHO CMOTpesa
Ha Kapsunxy u MelJeHHO noBOpayMBana roJIOBY, Cleis,
kak Kapsunxa paspyBaja yriu CBOMM CepAMTHIM PTOM, Kak
NOJIOXHKAA OHA YIJM HAa CKOBOPOAKY, — KaKMM-TO TaH-
CTBEHHBIM Y30pOM, BpOJe OCbMMKOHEYHOro KpecTa, —
NoChinaja Ha HUX TPaBKH, 3aibIMHMBIUeH roJyGoBaThIM Jbl-
MOM, NMOTOM MOMOJIMJIACh Ha IOT, Ha BOCTOK, Ha CeBep M Ha
3anaj, ¥ ObICTPO-ObICTPO 3alllenTajta Haj, YrisMu:

— CBAT, CBAIT... CBSAT, CBST...

JbsiKOH efBa y/naBaMBaJ ee LIOMOT.

— ..Boanuka mpoxsnagHas, oT Tpex kJioueil Gparas,
yronex Boxuit o6moii! Kak Marb IlpecBsary-Boropoauuy
nouna, pa6y Boxbio ®eknywky Hanoil. Kak Teao Xpucra-
Cnaca B OpaaHb peke ombi1a, Teno pabbl Boxbeit dek-
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JAymwiku omoil. TpsCOBHUILy, OrHeBHLly OTFOHM C CECTpPaMHu
JIUXHMH...

W onsith:

— CBAT, CBST... CBAIT, CBAT...

Ho xorapa Kapauuxa, kOHYMB CBOH TaMHCTBEHHBbI! H
CepAUTHIH 1IONOT Haj YrisMH, TPU pasa AYyHyJa B JHILO
60JbHO, BMecTe ¢ HaOpaHHOI B POT BOAOI0 M 3THM CHHe-
BaTblM, OCTPO-MaxHYIUMM JbIMKOM, IbSKOHMIA 3aKallJs-
Jach, OTBeJla CKOBOPOAY PYKOH M 4YyTb-4yTb YJbIOHY/IacChb.

Kapsiunxa cepauTo 3aTpsicia cBoeit cTosleTHeit ro-
JIOBOI.

— A 1Bl Bepb! — npo6acuia OHa, — He TO He MO-
MOXET...

— MeHs AbSKOH KaJIblifi JeHb 3TUM JIBIMOM-TO Yro-
11aeT, — MOIIYTHIA IbSKOHULA.

Kapsiunxa paxe 3arpsiciach W 3anjeBana.

— Bepsb, rosopio... Bepb!

JbIKOoHHMIIA THXO CKasaJja:

— 41 Tocnony Bepio.

M orBepHyaach Kk cTeHe.

INpouwsto Heckosbko xHedd. HampacHo AbsikoH, ¢ Tait-
HbIM OXHJaHHEM, BHHMAaTeJbHO NMPUCMATPUBAJCS K AbSKO-
HUlEe, — el He Obuto Jerye. OHa Jexaja BCE Takas xe
TsXKeJasi U HeNoLBH)KHAs, TOJNbKO CKJajKu Ha ee ry6ax
CTaln Kak-TO CypoBee, U OHa CMOTpeJa MOAOJTY, Hemnoji-
BHXKHO M TYMO KyJAa-TO B OAHY TOUYKY, B CTEHy 4yJaHa,
CIOBHO yXXe BHJAeJa CMepTb TaM, B HOrax MoCTesH, rjie B
LeM TNPOHMKANM MblIbHBIE JY4H.

W ona yabi6anacb UM A0Jroi, HeMmOABHKHOM y/IbIOGKOM.
He Bcerga oTBedasa M Ha CJlOBa JbSKOHA... Kak OyATO
CBeT/Ible M Becesble AYXH CMOTpEJH Ha Hee CKBO3b CTEHbI
M O YeM-TO eil pacckasblBaji, — O 4YeM-TO HEeBELOMOM, HO
yxe 6anskom. XKanko O6b0 ABSAKOHY CMOTpeTb Ha Hee.
OnsTb yXoAusa OH B KJeTb, MJIaKad M LIENTan:

— CMepTylIKa-MaTyllKka, He OTbIMail y MeHSl AbSKO-
HULLbI!

Kak-To oH B TOCKe OGpOAMJ MO CTenH, 3aiyMaBIUHCh
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M nepeGupas B yMe BCSikMe CrMocoObl NMOMO4Yb JAbSIKOHHMILLE,
KaK BIPYT CTOJIKHYJICSl Ha LOpOre C 4eJIOBEKOM, BHUJ KOTO-
poro ero cHauajla aaxe ucnyraj. YesnoBek Obl1 o4eHb CMyT-
JIbIil, MOYTH YEPHBIHA, POCTOM C NMPUAOPOKHYIO BEpPCTY, PYKH
y Hero MOXHaThle M YepHble, U CaM MOXHaThIi, Ir'yOsl Kpac-
Hble, a TIJa3a MpauHble M TMbLUIKME, TOYHO HCTOYABILHE
KpacHOBaThbiii CBeT. JIbSIKOH MOAYyMaJ HEeBOJBHO, YTO Mepej
HHM JEMOH, NpUSBILMI BUJL 4eJOBeYeCKHUil, BpOJje TeX My-
PMHOB, YTO SIBJASIMCb MyCThIHHMKaM. Ho Ha pemHe y nosica,
NepenosichbiBaBLUIEro MbUIbHYIO, YEPHYIO PyOallKy 4esoBeKa,
60/ TaINCh KaKHe-TO TAaWHCTBEHHble MpPeAMEThl, MO KOTO-
pPBIM JIbSKOH HEMENJIEHHO 3aKJIOUWJ, YTO MNepej HUM KO-
HOBaJL.

U ero ocenuna Gnectsuiasi MbiCJb.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, 3ApaBCcTByiiTe, BO uUMsi Boxue! —
CKa3al OH.

Yes0oBeK OCTAHOBWJICS M B3IJISIHYJ BONPOCHUTEJBHO.

— Tlo o6auublo BalleMy CYXY... He JieKapb JU KOH-
CKHUi1?

— Hy?

— 3BaTb-TO Kak?

— Jauuno.

— Mozxere Bbl, JJaHWIO, HanNpUMep... €XeJu OMyXoJb
M0 BCEMY TeJleCH, U B HOrax OTsKeJeHue?

YesoBek mopyman M MpayHO CKasau:

— KpoBb nyckaio.

— Ilomoraer?

— Ilomoraer... KOMb He CLOXHET.

OrHeHHble rya3a yYeJOBeKa TAMHCTBEHHO BCMBIXHYJH
M OH 3arajoyHo 3acMesiiCs.

— DBexk6ynaToBa 3Haelnb?

— 3emckuit B 3aBanumuHe? Kak He 3HaTh.

— Amaneka 3Haelwsb?

— Kro Takoii?

— 2KepeGen, ero. Xopp-ommii xepeGen! KpoBb ny-
CKaJl, COBCEM Ha HOTH CTaBHJ.

— Uszneunnn?
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YenoBek MaxHyJ roJioBOii:

— Cpox!

— Kak e, u3BHHHTE... Bbl TaK JieYyUTe?

YenoBex B3IJIAHYJ] MpayHoO.

— He s neuy, Bor Jjeunt. S KpoBb myckaio!

JbsSIKOH CMOTpeJ Ha Hero B CMYLIeHHWM M AyMaj npo
ce0sl: UbIraH WM MoJfaBaH? UM onsiTb OH Kasaicsi emy
GecoM B uesoBeueCKOM o0pase: MypUH, KaK eCTb MYPHH,
¥ raasa, kak yriade! Ho xenanue xoTb yeM-HHOYyAb MOMOYb
JAbSIKOHHLE NOGOPOJIO ero COMHEHHS.

— A He 3aiigete au Bbl, JlaHuno, poGpeHbKH GYAbTe,
KO MHe, KO IbSIKOHY 3JlellHeMy? Yk s Bac nmo6jarozapio,
yem l'ocnoxp nouer.

— TMoaTtuny Gepy, — cCKasajl 4YeJOBek.

— Bo uma Boxwue.. moxHo! 3axogute. JbsiKoHa
CIpOCHTE, KaXAbIH MOKaMeT.

YesoBeK MOTHYJ roJioBoii M noulea no popore. Jpsi-
KOH CMOTpeJ eMy BCJelA, Kak OH BblllaruBajd, NoAio6HO
YyepHOil BepcTe, CJerka pacKauuBasiCb M MNOAbIMasg MNbllb
orpoMHbiMH canoxuuamyd. OnaTb eMmy BCHOMHWIMCH My-
CTHIHHUKH, M OH PpEIIWJ HUYero He TOBOPUTb IbSKOHHILE,
yTOObI HE UCMYraTh ee 3apaHee.

— Ilpuger, Tak nepekpeuly ero c3agu, — AyMaj OH,
— kosu Gec... paccoinercs!

KoHoBasn mpuuies BeyepoM, KOrjia JIbSIKOH LOWJI KOpO-
By. KoHOBan yJabIGHY/ACS OYeHb CJAaiKo, NOXOLIEA THXO,
CXBaTHJ JbSIKOHA 33 FPYyJAb... U OTNPSHYJ B U3YMJIEHHH.

— Bor Te Ha, — cKasajg OH, — a A AyMmaJ, JeBKa
cuaur!

JbSIKOH B SIPOCTH IOJIHSJICS.

— Jypak... Bo ums bBoxue! IJto a1 Hazen, yToObl
KopoBa He Oosiack. Jla M JAeBKy HuwTO mnojgobGaer 3a
Tpyaku xBaTaTb? BoT Bbl U OKa3anu ce6si HEUUCTOMJIOTHO...

Ho oH ToTuYac xe CMSAryuics.

— Cnacu60, YTO MpPHILIH.

— [IlokasbiBaif, — CepAMTO CKa3aJ KOHOBajl, — He-
KOTJa MHe JSIChl TOYMTD.
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JbSIKOH molles; KOHOBaJ 3a HHM, HO Yy KpbuibLA
OCTaHOBHJICS.

— Hewro B usbe?

— A rze xe ewe?

KoHoBan npHHSAACS CMeSATBHCS.

— Hy u uynak, apsikon! Xoaur B GaGbeit 100ke, H
Jolajb B KOMHAaTe JAEPXHT.

— Jlo-owaap?! BO33pHACA AbSAKOH, — YTO 3TO Bul,
BO MMsi Boxtve... MO0 AbSKOHMLY 3a JioWIaib MouuTaele?

Hepopasymenue Buisichunocb. Ho konoBan obupesncs,
rJ1a3a ero 3aropeiuchb, KaK yri, ¥ OH MPUHSJICS PYraTbCs.

— Yartb, 9 KOHCKMit J0XTOp. A 3TOH ApSIHU He Jeuy...
mopeit-to! Yero 3sps 3san!

TeM He MeHee, Ha yGeiuTesbHble NMPOCbObI JAbSKOHA
OH MoOLIeJ TaKH B3rJSHYTb Ha AbSAKOHHLY. JbSAKOHHMIA Aa-
e MChyrajaach, YBHAEB B NOJYyTbMe YyJaHa YEpPHOro ue-
JIOBeKa C OTHEHHbIMM ria3amu. OH MOCMOTpEJ NMPHCTAJIbHO
eil B JIMLUO M TKHYJA OrpPOMHBbIM MaJjblieM B XKHBOT.

— KpoBb Hanunac, — ckasan OH, — 4YTO e, My-
CTHTb MOXHO... KOpOBaM MOMOraer.

W MpauHO B3risHy/] Ha JbSIKOHA.

— Tonabko 3a 3T0 pynb!

A 1psikOHMIA LIenTana:

— Koro 3To Thl npusea?

— KoHckmii nexapb, cTapyxa.

— KownoBan?

OHa cMoTpesa Ha AbSIKOHA KPYIJIbIMHM T/1a3aMH.

— Jla Tl y MeHfi... COBCceM Aypakom ctai!

JbSIKOH CMYILEHHO LienTan:

— A, moxer, nonpo6oBatb, crapyxa? IlyCTHTb... BO
ums Boxwue?

JAbSIKOHHLIA He OTBeyajla eéMmy, nocMmoTpesia elie pas
B MblIAIOLIKE IJ1a3a BO3BbIIIABILEroCs HajJ Hel, MOL00HO
TEHH, YepHOro uejoBeka, MENJIEHHO, C TPYAOM TepeKkpe-
CTHJAaCb M OTBEPHYJaCb K CTEHE.
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[ToTroM y 1abSIKOHA C KOHOBAJOM MOJHAACA WIYM Ha
aBope. KonoBan TpeGoBan naathl 3a GecnokoiictBo. M Tak
KaK IbSIKOH He XeJal MJIaTHTb, KOHOBaJ NpHilesn B SpOCThb
M TNIPUHSJICA TOHATbCS 3a kypuueit. Kypol jeTteam Ha Kpbl-
1KY, Ha 3260pbl, 2 KOHOBaJI NPOTArUBaJ K HHM uepHble PYKH,
ewe GoJjee myrasgs MX CBOMM BHAOM.

Ho TyT u AbSIKOH Bnaja B fpOCTb.

— A-a... To1 Tak! Iloroau, noroxu, si-Te ceilyac 3a-
niady 3a 6ecrnokoicTBo... BO caaBy Boxuio!

OH Gpocuncs B KJaeTb, 4TOObl HalTH Kakoe-HHOYIb
opyave. ¥XBaTWl TaM BWJbl, HO KOrja OH BbiGexan BO
JLBOp, KOHOBajla He Obl10. JbSKOH BBICKOYMJ 3a KaJUTKY,
HO M Ha yJHle HUrje He ObLIO BUAHO KOHOBaJa, CIOBHO OH
CKBO3b 3eMJI0 NpOBaJuiaCs. [IbSIKOH mepecyuTan Kyp H
OJHOIl He jaocuuTajcs. B HepoyMeHuM M CMylLLeHHH Bep-
HYJCSl OH K JAbSIKOHMIE, M Ta, MOPYraBllM ero, o6bSICHUIA
eMy, 4TO 3TOT YeJOBeK IOKa3aacsl eil caTaHoi: OH, Ha-
BEPHOE, XOTeJ eil KPOBb IS TOTO BbIMYCTHTb, YTOOBI AYILY
cebe B3sTb. JIbSIKOH Jaxe axHyJ OT TaKOro COOOpaxKeHWs
u B aywe obOpyran cebs, 4yTO 4yTb ObUIO He Jajl 4HOpPTY
ce0s NMepexXuTpHUTh.

— IlepekpecTuTb-TO 5 ero u 3abbui!

U npsikoH moyecas B 3aThLIKe.

— To-To 0H cO 3/10CTH M Clanal BCE-TaKH KypHHYIO-
TO Ayuly.

— YHec?

~— C nepbsamu!

-— Te6e, nypaxy, Bnepen Hayka. M1 octaBb Thl MeHs,
paau ocnoxa, ymupatbh B MOKOE.

JAbsikOH npyvmesa B OTHasiHHe M CeJl y Heésd B HOorax.

— He roBopu Tbl MHe Tak, cTapyxa... He Tep3ail Moe#l
aymn! Yx 9 uro-Hu6yap npuaymatro. ocrmoabp ykaxer!
[Momuuib, kak OH MHe MPO CKAaJOYKY-TO LIENMHyM?

JIbSIKOHMLIA MOCMOTpEJa Ha Hero C COXajeHHeM.
— CoBce-e-M THI Iaynblii y MeHs...

55



BrocneacTBuu AbSKOH elle GoJjiee ykpenuiacss B yOe-
K AEHHH, YTO MMeJ AeJI0 C MyPHMHOM, KOrjJa OKasajloCb, YTO
KOHOBaJ Mucye3 GecCJeJHO, U YTO B JepeBHe ero HHUKTO
Jaxe He BHAAJL

Il

B Houb mnocie noceuieHUss KOHOBaja JAbSAKOHY NpHU-
CHWJICS CTpallHblii COH, OT KOTOpOro OH, BMpoueM, MpO-
CHYJICS B BeCeJIOM HacTpoeHuH. Buaen oH 3amepsiuyio peky
u Jec B cepebpuctom uHee. OH CHOBa, KaK KOrja-to, e
K mpopy6H, HO LUeJ OH Tenepb OJNWH, B HOYHOW MrJje U B
THIINHE TaKO#, YTO BO3AYyX Ka3aicsi 3amep3wnm. CepeGpu-
CTO-MYTHBIM MSATHOM 0G03HAYMAacCh NMPoOpyOb... OH OCTAHO-
BWICS Ha Kpaio ee, U Tam, B riyGuHe, YBHLeJ TyMaHHOe
OTpaXkeHHe Mecsilla. 3ayeM OH MpHLIes Cl0Ja, OH U CaM He
3HaJ, HO YTO-TO MYTHOe B HEM CaMOM NpHBEJNO ero Cioja.
OH cMoTpen B npopy6b, Ha OTpaXeHHe Mecsila B Hei... H
BAPYr yBHMIeJ, KaK 3TO OTpaXceHHe MeJJIEHHO 3aKpbula
TeHb, Kak OyATO KTO-TO BBICOKHH BCTaJ Ha Kpaio Mnpo-
py6u. OH MOAHAN riasa M TOTYAC MOHSJ, YTO Mepei HUM
CTOHT CMepTh.

Ho oH He omyTna ctpaxa.

— Bort ceituac... ceityac, — ayman oH.

A uto «ceityac», He 3Has M caM. BnaBiuue rsasa cMmor-
penn Ha Hero, 4eJIOCTHM Js3rajiu kak Obl oT Mopo3a. Ha
BLICOKOM KOCTSIK€ HaKMHYT GblI, MOLOGHO YepHOi MpoCThI-
He, JJIMHHbIA mJall, — TakoMH, Kak B Gbl1oe BpeMs HOCHI
okTaBa IlepeBep3eB, a wasna, kak y 6aca I'pomoBa, mupo-
Konosasi. 3aMeTH/ OH TaKxe 3a IJieYaMH KOCYy, CBepKaB-
1Iyl0 Ha MeCfille TYCKJABbIMH NSATHaMH.

Ho Bcé-Taku absiKOH He Gosica. OH BCTaln Ha KOJIEHH
M Hayal O YeM-TO JOJr0 M XaJOCTHO mpocuth. OH paxe
Chbllia] CBOM rojoc, Ho He pas3bupan caoB, Kak OyATO
rOBOPHJI KTO-TO NMOCTOpPOHHMA. W TyT B3rasan ero ynmana Ha
HOT'M CTPAaWHOr0 KOCT$Ka: HOTH 3TH, C IJUHHBIMM KOCTSi-
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HbIMH MaJbllaMH, MOXHMMAIKUCh M CJerka Tpewand, Kak Obl
OT HEBBIHOCUMOro Xxojoja. M Xalko CTano AbSAKOHY... OH
ceJ Ha CHer ¥ TOpONMBO cGpocua canorH. JIoMxHO GbITh,
OH TPOCWJI CMepTb NMPHMEPHTb MX: OHa, CTyya M Tpelwa
BCEM KOCTSIHBIM TeJIOM CBOMM, ceaa. Ho canmoru Obuin KO-
MapHHble JJs ee OrpoMmHbix Jan. M onsaTb oHa Bcrana, W
yX cTana eiie 6oJblie, BHITAHYAACh U Pacnyx/aa, U AbSKOH
ycabixan, Kak Obl OTKyAa-TO M3jajieKka, ee CyXoii, cTpail-
HbI{f, TPecKy4uit rosoc.

— Cuweit... mMHe... canoru!

U Bpa3 npochynacsi. OH Jexan B TeMHOTe C OTKpbI-
THIMHM TJIa3aMH, a roJOC M CJOBa 3TH BCE ellle 3By4Yalu B
ero ywax. BHe3anHo oT BCKOYMJI, OXXHBJEHHbI U BeCeJbli...
KaK BCE 3TO paHbllle He NMPHUILJIO eMy B rojioy? Tenepb OH
3HaJ, 4To emy jenatb. OH Ha UbINOYKAX MPOKPaICA K
AbSIKOHMLE; Ta Cnajna, TAXKeJo Abllla, U BO CHe CTOHa’ja.

— Cn, cny, crapyxa, Bo caaBy Boxwuio! — wenTan
OH, NMOCMeMBasiCb U MOTHPAs PYKH.

Enle yTpo He 6pe3xumno. JbsikOH NOCTaBH/A CaMOBap H
npejaicsi 4YaemuTHIO Ha JABOPOBOM KpbliblLle, MeyTas H
CcMOTps. Ha He60, KOTOpOe JeJaJoCh MOCTeNeHHO CBeTJee,
— 3Be3jJbl Ha HeM racji, H BOCTOK YKe ajel.

C HeTeprieHHeM HOXAABLWIMCh MOJAHS M HUYEro He
roBopsi AbSIKOHMLE, AbSKOH HampaBWICA K MacjeHHHKOBY.

Jom Mac/ieHHHKOBA LIMPWICS M BBICWICH B CaMOM
LleHTpe JepeBHM — OGOJbLIOH, HeyKJIOXHil, YepHblil, Kak
JUO TPYOGOYUCTA, C MajleHbKHMMH OKHaMH, NpHAaBaBLIMMH
€My BbIpa)X€HHe XHTPOCTH, JYKaBCTBa U B TO e BpeMs
KaKoW-TO 3acCThiBlUeH, Tsxkeaoi Mmbicau. Lllupokad, rpsisnas
3aBa/IMHKA, KaK TrOJIEHHMILle Canora He MO HOre, M JLajeKo
CBeCHBLIASICA 3a CTeHbl, MPOrHMBILAS JAepeBsHHas Kpbllia,
Nnoxoxasi Ha NMOMATYIO LIMPOKOMOJYIO LIIAMY, NMPHAABaIH
JOMYy BHJ, HHU3KOPOCJIOro, HO ILUHPOKOro B mJjeyax pas-
6oiiHMKa, OpyAHe KOTOpPOro — TOMOP, 3HaK MOXapHOH mo-
BUHHOCTH — OblJIO M3006paXeHO TyCTOH uepHO#l Kpackoi
Ha yray jaoma. XoTs AOM 3TOT CTpoua euie gel Macraen-
HUKOBa, HO caM MacjeHHuKOB Gbl1 06pa3om M nojobuem
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cBoero jgoma. llIupokuit, Heykmoxuil, BoJOCaThIH U 3aro-
penblit 10 YEPHOTHI, OH JieXaJ B NPOCTOPHOW TeMHO# rop-
HHLiE Ha TpeX COCTaBJeHHbIX BMeCTe M NMPHUKPBITHIX OBYHU-
HaMM JlaBKaX, TSKeJO, TPYAHO XpHUINeJ, HO B3rJSHYJ Ha
BOLIEJUIero JAbSIKOHA 30PKMMHM, O4YeHb XMTPbIMM M OT 60JM
3/IbIMK TJ1a3aMH.

— 3nopoBeHbku Gyabre, Mukura EBcTUrHeeBnu, —
CKasaJl JAbSIKOH, MOKPECTHBLIMCh Ha WMKOHBI U MOAXOASl K
XO3SIMHY.

ToT ¢ TpyAOM NpOTSHYJ BOJOCATYIO Jamy.

— 3apaBcTBYyii, AbSKOH, 3ApaBCTBYit!

Ho cmoTpen moznospurenbHo.

— Yero npuwen?

— Ilposenarts, EBCTHrHeeBUY... NeJ0-TO COCEACKOE.

— Hy, canucs!

OH Mosayan M CMOTpeJ] Ha JAbSIKOHA.

OH JApllIaN Tak XpUMJIO, MEIJEHHO W TSXeNOo, YTO
HanoOMyHAM JbSIKOHY YMHPAIOLLEro MeXaHH4YeCKOro TYpKa,
Ocman-naiy, KOTOpOro JAbSIKOH BHAe]1 B ropoje B na-
HONMTHKyMe. MacC/IeHHHKOB TMOJOXWJI PYKy Ha JXHUBOT H
clerka raajiuia ero.

— TIpbi3b... 3amyuuna rpei3b, AbsikoH! 3a uto Toc-
NoJb Hakaszan?!

M MacaeHHHMKOB CTaJ ponTath M 2KajoBaTbcsi HA bo-
ra, KOTOpblif Hakasal ero, HeBeioMO 3a urto. I[loTom oOH
CTal XKajloBaTbCA HAa MYXHWUMILEK, OTOMBLIMXCS OT pYK,
Ha 6aly, KOTOpasi HM4Yero He CMBICIUT B Jesnax, — «4e-
TaTb-NeCaTb» He YMeeT.. a MOpPa-TO CTPajHsAs: LOJrH
cobupaTh Haj0 MO pacmuCKaM, y4eT Hal0 JeJaTh, Ha
noasx 3a paboToil ciaeIuTb. A MYXHMYMILIKM KpUYaT: —
«KyJbl eMy... BCé paBHO cloxHeT». U cMeloTcs M panylorcs,
noxneupl! beiBano: — «Mukuta EBcTurHenu, Muxura Es-
cturHenys... Toamo#i xoxaT, 3a kKadTaH XBaTaWT: —
«6naroxerenb Haul!y. A Tenepb X0Tb Obl KTO HOC MOKasals,
XOTb Obl POXY KTO B OKHO BCYHYJ: — JeCKaTb, KaK Thbl,
Muxnra Escturnenu? Opun Jjexut Mukura EBcTurheuu...
JeHb M HOYb... CHy Her. Bba6a Ha noJasix paspbiBaercs... A
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HOYbIO MeCHsi MMMO aoma. Bce oano moioT: «nomep, nomep
Halwl AHTOIIKA, NPUXOXY §, — rpo6 Ha Hoxkax!» Xo-
POHAT, MOJAJelbl, XKUBOro B rpo6 kaanyr. A Bacbka lo-
JIOLLLAMNOB, TNMbSHHLA, Y KOTOPOro OH BeCHOH M36y-TO OTO-
6pan 3a 20T, BCTaBWJA 00pasuHy CBOIO B OKHO M 3/I0PajHO
CrpalliuBaeT:

— He cnox ewe?.. Hy, croxueusn!

Mac/ieHHHKOB CTPalIHO M ILIYMHO XpHMeJ.

— He cnoxHy, AbSKOH, He CHLOXHY!

M cBepkan Ha AbSKOHAa MaJIeHbKMMH TJIa3KaMH.

— Eme mnokaxy HM, CYKHMHbIM IeT$IM, KTO TaKoOi
EBcturnenu! M-ma-a-cio BbkMy M3 HuX! JKa IUTyKa...
rpoi3b. Ilpoitge-eT! ¥ xgeaa Gbu1o, ABa rojga Baasics... HU-
4ero, BCTal.

— JlokTopa 6bl BaM nosBaTb, EBCTHrHend4, — po6ko
CKasal AbAKOH, NUTas TalHYI0 MBbICIb.

— MHo-o-xTopa! Hdo-xTtopa!

MacneHHHKOB IIYMHO M NPEe3PUTENbHO IUIIOHYI.

— bBa6a Toxe kJOXueT: n0-0-XTOpa, nAo-xTopa! A
4ero OHM CMBICAAT, goxTopa-Te? Jlo-oxtopa! 3apasy my-
1aTh... XoJaepy, Hanpumep! ITO MX Ae0... 6e360XHHKH!
3aesxan pa3 KO MHe OJAMH TaKOMH-TO, WANKY nepej MKOHOH
He cHsil. Jlo-oxtopa! Kapsiumxa MeHsI JIeUHT... MOJUTBOM!
OHa MOJMTBY MOXeET LIeNTaTh Ha BCsIKylo Bewb. Ha Boay,
Ha yriv, Ha TpaBy uwenyeT. YepBsi TOJBKO MOJMTBOH He
BO3bMelllb... 4 § MEHsl He YepBb, — TIpbi3b!

JbsSIKOH MCKOCA B3IVISIHYJ Ha KOJBIXAKOWMUHACA XKHUBOT
MacneHHMKOBA M He MOBEpUJ: €My MOKasajoCb, YTO TaM,
BUAMMO JJSl /a3, LIeBeJHTCA W M3BMBaeTcs 4epBb. OH
rpPyCTHO MOTYMHWJCS OT Heylauu cBoero mpexnpusitus. Ho
y Hero GbLIO M JApyroe, M OH 3aroBOpHJI, TaHO Aymasl, KaK
6bl MCKyCHee MOJAOWTH K JHeny.

— 2Ka-a-sb... a TO 6bl OH M MHe CTapyXxy, KCTaTH...

— Kapsauuxy nososu.

— 3Bai...

— Yro xe?

JbsKkoH Ge3HalexHO MaxHyJ PYKOH.

59



— A MHe mnomoraer, — Xxpunea Mac/JeHHUKOB, —
NOUIENYeT, U 3aMpeT Ipoi3b-TO. [la BOT yxk, BEPHO rOBOPIO,
MOCMOTPHLUb...

Mac/ieHHHKOB PafOCTHO OCKJIaGHJICS.

— Yepes aBe Hexean BCTaHy!

— Jlait boxe, — ckasajl JAbSIKOH C COMHEHHEM.

— Bepro! U Kapauuxa rosoput.. a y Hell Belb
Hayka-To OT 6aGylKH, CTO JeT eiiHOii HayKe-TO. 3Ha-a-eT.
Bot BcTaHy, u Ha oxoty noiay. Cocky4M/Cs Mo pyXxbio, a
Tenepb camast nopa. Cibixas, Kak o HOYaM NMTHLA KPUYHT?
Besne kpuuut, Besge rorouer... 3oBer! Ox, ayma mos
TOCKYeET...

MacneHHHKOB Jaxe chejal TOMbITKY NPHMOAHSATHCA
Ha JIOKOTb, HO TOTYac GeCCHIBHO OTKHHYJICS.

— Bor TOJABKO, — MOMOJYaB, CKa3ajl OH, — Canoru
He rogaTcs.

JbSIKOH HaCTOPOXKHUJICA.

— Kakue camoru?

— Moy, oxoTHUIKH. PxaBuumHa mnoesa, NPOMBIKATb
CTadd. A MacTep-TO BOH rje... 3a COPOK BepCT!

JbsikoH 3amep. Mac/ieHHHKOB CaM 1lieJl eMy HaBCTpeuy.

— Mukura EBcTHrHenu! — BCKpHYaa JAbSIKOH, — a
BEJOMO BaM, YTO 51 KOrAa-To OblI... HCKYCHBIX JeJ MacTep?

— Kakux Takux gen?

— Ha cuer camoros-to.. um Bcero mnpouero! Ha
rJIaBHO#M yauue B ropoiy, Ha HukonaeBCKO#, macTepckyio
nmesa. Ha camoé ryGepHaTopily pa3s noJyCamnoxKu Aesal...
no BeHCKOH Moje, ¢ BblKpyTacamu! A yx rocmoga BOeH-
Hble TaK oveHb Jaxe GrarogapHs! Obui. Hempomoxaemasi-
TO 00yBb, HaJ0 BaM CKa3aTb, EBCTHrHeu4, mo Moel, Kak
FOBOPHUTCS, CHELHMAIbHOCTH!

WU IbsiKOH Jaxe pajoOCTHO PpaCTONMBIPHA Najblibl B
BO3JyXe:

— Bo uma Boxue!

MacneHHHKOB J0JIr0 ¥ BHMMAaTeJbHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hero,
MOJYa CMOTpeJ CBOMMH XUTPBIMH IJIa3KaMH, Kak Obl YTO-TO
B3BelLUMBasi, NOTOM KPHKHYJ LIYMHO M XPHILIO.
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— Ma-a-Tb... a, matsb!

HukTo He oTo3BajCA.

— Towapse-ka, abskoH, 6aby... Ha ABOpe rie-HUOYAb.

JIbSIKOH € TpeneulyliMM CepALEM Bbille] Ha JBOPOBOE
KPbUIBLLO M JOJrO CMOTpeJ Ha 4YepHble MOCTPOMKH, MOKa
He yBHJeJ XYAYIO XEHILMHY B kaagoByuike. OH mompocui
ee MPUATH K MyXy, M KOrja oHa mnpuuuia, MacjleHHHKOB
CKasan:

— Jlaii-ka, MaTb, ClO1a MOM OXOTHHLKH GOTaJbl.

— 3auem, TebGe, EBcTurheuu?

— [Haii!

— Jla 3auem TeGe!

— He TBoOe nmesno! — kpukHyn MacieHHHKOB, — ja-
Bail, Koau rosopsT!

M BOT ABSIKOH Jepxal B pyKax OrpOMHble pbixHE
camnoru, ¢ BHAOM 3HaTOKa CTy4YaJ NO HMX MOJOLIBaM, Bbl-
BOpayMBaJ Ha W3HAaHKY MJIMHHble rojeHumM. OH jxocran
CBOH KpYr/ble OYKH, OCeJLJaJ MMH HOC M MPOJOJIKaA CBOE
uccreoBaHue, 6pocast KpaTKMe M CTpPOrve 3aMeyaHus.

— ToBapeu-To arJuukuil... usHocy 6bl He Obuto. C
nogHapsigom. Kacropkoit Gbl Hago masatb! IogowBbl U3
OyiHBona... mpurogitca. Y rojeHuln noCayXHTb MOTYT...
A roJIOBKM NOAFryJsiIH.

OH B3rJsiHyn1 Yepe3 OYKH.

— TloyHHHTB, 4TO JN?

Mac/ieHHUKOB, BHUMAaTeJbHO CJAeAUBILUHI 32 HUM, NpHU-
NOAHSJICS, HAKOHEll, Ha JIOKOTb M, 3aJbiXasiCb CKa3aj:

— Cuueit Thl MHe Canoru... KOJM MacTep... HOBble!

JbSKOH Haxe B3APOrHyJ, BCIIOMHMB CBOH COH, W MO-
AyMaa: — BOT OHO K YeMy... IOMPET 4eJIOBEK-TO, Ha rpob
3aKa3biBaeT!

A BCAyX pajoCTHO CKasani:

— Counio 3a nepshlit copT!

W noamurHysa ¢ TahHOH MBICJLIO.

— Tloka He CrHuioT, — HM3HOCYy He GyneT!

— Crapbe-To, — €O CTOHOM OTKHHYJC MacaeHHu-
KOB, — 4TO € ero HOCHTb...
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— ¥Vx s Bam cowblo, EBCTUrHEeNY, KaK Ha apTwe-
puiickoro kanutaHa. [To BO3AYyUIHOMY OKesiHy XOAUTb Gy-
JeTe, SIKO MO CyXYy, — He MPOMOKHYT!

— lleit! — wymHO ckasan Mac/eHHHKOB.

M cMmoTpen BHHUMATENbHO.

— A Bo3bMellb CKOJIBKO?

— Ectb Tpu uensl, EBcTHrHeny. 3a AeBSiTb MOXHO
CIUMTb, 332 JABEHaAUATb.. M 3a BOCEMHAaALaTb. 3a AEBATh,
KOHEYHO, AJs MPOCTELOB LIbeM, KOM MO 3aiuly xoasar. 3a
JABEHaJlUaTh... MOJeNUKaTeCHee, NMPOTHB Jio6oro G6GoJoTa
YyCTOSTb MOTyT. A rocnoja BoellHble BCeria 3a BOCEMHaJ-
LaTh 3aKa3blBAlOT, MOTOMYy — BbICLIM{l COPT... KOpPabJH...
XOTb MO peke MJaBaii!

MacneHHUKOB noMosHal.

— Mou-T0 3a ABeHaauaThb LIMTHI.

— Jla Beap, nmpaBay ckasatb, EBcturhenu... ToBa-
pel-TO XOTb M arjJuuKuid, a C H3bSHIEM, C U3BIHIEM.
OGpaTuTe Balle BHMMaHHe, KaK B pyke MHeTcsl. Jlomkuit
ToBap! PasBe xopowmit moxer Tak Jomatbca? OH u B
CTapocTH weaKy nopobGed. M nogowBel, kKoHeuHO, 6yiBO-
JoBbL.. Jla GyiiBosy-To ckoJbko JeT Gbl10? Cro! Bepho
ropopio. A o6paTHTe BHHUMaHHe Ha nojHapsi. Kto xe Ta-
KO CTaBUT?

— Tarnapuate! — ckasan MacneHHHKOB.

— He usBoJbTe TOpProBaThCA... CAeNald MO COBECTH.

— Hy, nec... weit! Toabko... wTO OBI...

JbsiKkOH, MmO cTapoil MpHUBbIUKe, OTOLIEJ K MOpOry,
MOCTOS/I TaM M moyecal B 3aThUIKe

— 3apartouek 6bl, EBcTHrHenu... Bo uma Boxwue.

— Hy, BoT... ele HeBeaOMO, YTO...

— Jla Beab HeT y MeHsl... HM Kenbl! TOBapy-TO KynuTb
Hago? U Kcratu Obl, EBCTUrHeHY, OJOMKWIM JIOWIANb:
Cbe3XKY B BOJIOCTb, Ja TaKOro TaM TOBapy KYMJO... CaMH
yBuaure!

— Her nowaau, B pa6ote Bce.

OnH, HaKOHel, CTOProBajJuCb. JIbSIKOH CHSJI MepKy, a
MacneHHMKOB NpHKasal XeHe BbIAATh JAbSKOHY AECATb
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pyOneit 3agaTka, HacueT e JIOMIAAW CKasal, YTO paHblle
BOCKpeceHbsi He ocBo6oauTcsa. JbsikoH Bbilien oT MacieH-
HUKOBa Kak Obl B BecejoM yrape. OulynbiBas B KapMmaHe
JleHbT'H, OH He lueJ, a JieTeJ Mo yJaule, MOAPACHHK HA HeM
pasayBajicsi OT GBICTPOrO X042, TaK €My XOTeJoCb C006-
ILUTh TMOCKOpee AbSKOHMIE HeOGLIKHOBEHHYI HOBOCTb. OH
yXe pacCuMThiBaJ B yMe, KaK OTNPaBUTCA B BOJOCTb Ha
MacCJIeHHMKOBCKOIl JIOLIaAH, KaK YNPOCHT TaMm (eabiuepa
noexatb OCMOTPETb JbSIKOHHLY... AEHEr-TO XBATHT, 3a
MOKYNKOi TOBapa, M 3a BM3WT, M 3a npoesl. OxHO cMy-
wano: 6bU1 BTOPHUK, — J0 BOCKpDeCeHbsl ellle liejast Hexe-
as! Ho apsiKOH pajocTHO cMoTpes B He60O M wenTan:

— Tocnoap ycrpout! LllenHeT yTO-HHOYAb...

Ewe AbfiKOH He ycmea AOHTH A0 AOMY, KaKk OTTyAa
Bblllle/l LIEPKOBHBIi CTOPOX M, YBHAAB JAbSKOHA, 3aKpHyasl
emy:

— bariowka Tpebyer!

— A 4TO Tam cayuyuaoch?

— He 3Haw, 0. absikoH. [lpukasan 6GaTiowka, 4To6bl
kK Hemy... Ckaxu, roBopuT, 4ToGbl Ge3npuMeHHO M ceityac
xe. HyxHo, roBopur...

— ¥x He Tpe6a M Kakas? — 06pafoOBaJCsi AbSIKOH,
— BOT XOpowo-To Obl... Bo cjaBy Boxuio!

...B kpolweyHom nonosckoM jxome, — u36e O ABYX
OKOHILaX, B €IMHCTBEHHOl KOMHaTe, — OBbICTPO liaraa u3
yria B yroJ MoJojoii 6aTiolka. ¥ Hero elle TOJNbKO CTala
oTpacTtatb 60pPOAKa, ¥ OH ee BCE Kak Obl BbITArMBAJ, Urpas
nanbuamd. OH YTO-TO HanmeBas, M JIMLO y Hero GbUIO Be-
cenoe. MeGenn B KOMHaTe ObIIO TOJIbKO HECKOJbKO HeKpa-
lIeHbIX CTY/beB, Aa JABa OeJblX CTOJNA, HA OLHOM M3 KOTO-
pbiIX KMnea camoBap. Maryuika, Takasi )Ke MOJIOAEHbKas,
pasnuBaja 4ai, a 6aTiollKa BCE XOAWJ U pacneBa:

Bul MHe nose-e-pbTe.
Bce myxunHbl 9e-e-prul

Ho y marywku auuo Obl10 HeLOBOJBbHOE.

— Tebe xopowo, — rosopuia OHa, — Tebe-TO yx
XOpOoLIO...
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U Ha rnasax y Hee CTOSIAM Clle3bl.

— Tak noexem, BMecCTe, OCTAHOBWJCA CpeAH KOM-
HaThl GaTIOIKa.

— B uem xe g noenry? Ilocrneauss kodrouka...
cmoTpu!

OHa BbITSrMBajJa pPyKy M Jeprajia 3a pyKas.

— Jlaxe M TNOYMHUTb HeJb3sl... He 3aljaTy Xe U3
Apyroii MatepuM HakJaabiBaTh? A 106ka? Kak xe s B
TaKOM BHJe NOKaXYCb nepej, JIOAbMH-TO?

Bartiolika 6bl1 cpaxeH TakuM aprymeHToM. OH BbITH-
ruBajl ryObl M NOKayMBaJ roJiOBOi C BUAOM COUYBCTBHUSI H
COXaJIEHHS...

— Tloroau, Jlupa, cue Hauwe mnpeObiBaHUe BO upeBe
KUTOBE CKOPO KOHYMUTCA. ¥2K MOALENUM TaKOH MpHUXOLELL...
B IUeJK Hapsxy!

— A noka... meak! — yJablGHyJaCh CKBO3b CJjie3bl Ma-
TYILUKA.

U Bapyr Bnana B OTYasiHue.

— Tocnoay, Heyxeau MHe TYT U POAHTb NPUAETCH...
Jaxe M aKyllepKH HeOTKyAa B3SATb!

— He nna-a-yb, — Gosle3HeHHO CMOpLIMJICA GaTioLI-
Ka, — BCé obpasyercs... yTo 3a 4ail — co caesamu! C
KOHbSIYKOM Obl... 3X!

— Tebe xopowo, — yTHpaja cJe3bl MaTyllKa, —

Te6e-To XOpowo, Te6si TaM M KOHbSKOM HAmMoSIT... pas-
BJeyellbCsl. A s CMAM, KAK B MOTHJE.

— Hy, oanako... Heab3si )Xe MHe He eXaTb.

— bartolika ondaTh 3axoauMn no KOMHaTe, TaK e
6bICTPO, M YTO-TO 3aCBHUCTEJ, HO yXe MeHee Becesnoe. B
3TO BpeMsi BowleJ AbsikOH. BaTiomwka Tak u Gpocuiacs K
HeMy, NMpPOSIBUB BCe NMPHU3HAKW HeoOblualHOH pajoCcTH: OH
Xajl eMy PYKH, pacnpaliuBaj O AbSIKOHHLE, O ThiCsiye ApY-
rMX NpEeIMETOB, He 3HaJ, Kyla ycaautb ero. Ho absikoH
NpeABapUTEeNbHO MOMOJIMICA YHHHO HA MKOHbI, CTEMEeHHO TOo-
310pOBajCcs C GaTIOWIKON, 3aTeM HaNMpaBWICA K MaTyLiKe
M COBCEM MO-KaBaJepCKH MOLEeJNOBaJl Yy Hee PYKY.

Marywka 3apaenacb OT pajoCTH H OT CMYILEHHS.
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— U rze Bbl 3TO, 0. LbSIKOH, HAYYWINCb TAKOMY CBeT-
CKOMY OO6XO0XJAeHHIO?

JIbSIKOH He crmella yCeJCsi K CTOJNY M COJHAHO OTBETHA:

— Ilpumepbl TOMYy MHOrMe BHJIeJ], U OYEHb Jaxe
BBICOKONOCTaB/eHHble. Pa3, korja s ry6GepHaTopile mnojay-
CamnoXKH MPHHEC A/ NPUMEPKH, CaM ero NpeBOCXOAUTeNb-
CTBO B KOMHATYy BolleJ, B NMOJHOM Npenapaje, ¢ OpAEeHaAMH,
M y Cynpyry CBOel py4Ky MOLeNOBaJHd, BOT TOYHO TaK XKe...
— «Kak Bbl, roBopur, mep-Geslb-Tpu-XKOJH, NOXHBaeTe?
Bcé s B 1o6pom 310poBbuLle? U roToBbI M, FOBOPUT, Bbl,
MajaM, Ha MpoMeHaj exaTb?» A MOTOM 4YTO-TO C Hel0 Ha
HHOCTPAHHBIX S3bIKaX 3aroBOPHJIM, M Ha MEHS C MHTEPeCOM
NOCMOTpEJH... JA U ONATb B PYUKY.

Marywka onaTh nocmesiiach, a NOTOM CKasaja:

— BoT TOABKO MJI0X0, YTO Bbl HaC COBCeM 3a6bliH,
0. IbSIKOH... Mbl TyT OpolueHb! XuBeM. [laBaiiTe, 1 Bam
CIMBOYEK HaJbIO.

— Bo umg Tocnogne, martyumka, — OTO3BajiCsl Abfl-
KOH, — CO CJMBOYKaMH-TO $i BBbIIbIO; HO Bbl Beib MOe MO~
JIoXKeHHe 3HaeTe; s 3aMeCTO KYpHIlbl Ha sifiliax CHxy.

JlyXoBHBIE TaK M MOKATHIUCb CO CMeXxy.

— Kak Tak?

— Bcé Benb XO3fICTBO Ha MOMX pyKax: fi W TOBap,
s U CKOTOBOJ, f WU O6paT MWJIOCEpPAMS... NMOMHMO MOEro
AbsikoHCTBA. XKanko, 0JHOro He ymeio: ¢aibliuBbie AE€HbIH
Aenatb. A 6e3 HUX TPYAHO.

M npAKOH BHMMAaTEJbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha 6aTIOWIKY.

— He Tpe6y Jsu Tocnoap nocaan? — OCBeAOMHICS
OH C BHAOM TalHOrO OXHJIAHHS.

BaTiolika maxHysn pykoit u 3acmesiics.

— Joxnewnbcs ot MapThiHa noMaHoro aiathiHa! Her,
TYT Aeno uHoe. Ciablxaau Bbl, O. JAbSIKOH, O HOBOM BJajbl-
KHHOM Pacrnopsi2KeHun?

— Ortkyaa xe MHe cabiuath? M kakoe 3to pacnops-
XeHue?

— Bcemy Hu3LleMy npHYTY nepHOAHUYECKHE 3K3aMeHbl
yCTpauBaTh.
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Y AbSIKOHA BBITSHYJOCH JHLO.

— Bo ums Boxue... Kakie 3K3aMeHbI?

— BeposaTHO, KacaTe/bHO 3HaHMs CayxeGHOro ycra-
Ba. Beap y Hac HeKOTOpble NMCAJOMIIMKH JaXe YUTAThb He
ymelor. Ho HaBepHoe He ckaxy. JlaBHO yxe moOroBapu-
BalOT, YTO BJajblka HOBble MOPSIAKM BO BCEM 3aBOJMT.
A BOT HacyeT 3K3aMeHOB GYMaXKy-TO $i MOJY4YMJI C OMO-
8J.aHMeM: 3aBTpPa HaM B 3aBaiMlIMHe y GJ1arOYMHHOrO Haxo
6bITb, — JOJXKEH 51 Bac MPeACTaBUTb Ha 3K3aMeH.

JIbSIKOH C YAHMBJEHHBIM JIMUOM MOAHSAJ Majel U yka-
3aJ MM Ha ce0s.

— Mens?!

— Ja.

— B 3aBannmuno?

— Hy, za.

— TIloBeseTe mensa?

— Hy, koHeuHo.

JbsikoH mocTaBua najel, mepeji HOCOM.

— Tocnoap-To! Bcé ycrposier, Toabko mompocu. A
Belb MHe J0 3ape3y Haio Obl10 paiu AbSAKOHMUbL. Tenepb
YX BHXY: NOCTaBMO $f AbSKOHHIYY HAa HOTH... BO C/aBYy
Boxuio. M1 noToM BOT 4TO 51 BaM CKaxy, GaTiOLUKA...

JbSKOH CTajl NPUXOANTb B PaLOCTHOE BO30YXKIEHHE.

— Jloxoa y Hac npeiBHAMTCS... XOP-p-OLUHIA.

— Jla yto BB, — o06pajaoBaics GaTioOllKa: — BOT,
Jluna, teGe u xodrouka Gyner... Toabko oTkysa Gbi?

— MacneHHHKOB yMpeT.

BaTiomika mocMoTpesn C COMHeHHeM.

— Cro ner npoxuser!

— Her, — ckasan apsikoH c y6exaeHHeM, — MHe Ha
Hero CMepThb Camnoru 3akasana.

W nbsikOH MPMHAACA pacCKasbiBaTh, KaK CMepPTb SBJS-
Jachb eMy BO CHe M 3aKasaja eMy Camoru, M KaK y Hero
SIBHAaCh MJes, KaKk OH noiues K MacieHHukoBy, kak Mac-
JIEHHHKOB 3aKa3aJl eMy Camnorv, ¥ Kak OH TOHSJI M3 Cero,
yTo Mac/ieHHHKOB ympeT. JlyxoBHble Ciyllalu ero ¢
YAMBJIEHHEM, a MOTOM Jaxe C HEKOTOPbIM MOYTEHHEM: He
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KaXIbli JeHb BHUAMLIb 4YesJOBeKa, y KOTOpOro ObIBalOT
Belune CHbl. Hakoueu, u GaTiomwika ¢ MaTywkoi, nNogo6HO
IbSIKOHY, TMPULIIM B PajoOCTHOe BO30yxAeHHE M OTAAIUCH
Me4YTaM O TOM, CKOJbKO OyAeT ¢ MacileHHMKOBAa JOXOAa,
M Kak OHM ero pacnpepeasr. Ha asroit noyse BbiuIO Yy
6aTIOWIKM C MaTYIUKOH CTOJKHOBEHME: MaTyLIKa HaxoAu/aa
HYXHBIM NpHOOpecTH OJHO, a GaTiolika Apyroe.

— bBes xopoweii psichl Henb3s, — BOJHOBaJCs 6a-
TIOIKA, — KaK K enuckony siBaatbca? IlpeacraBurenb-
ctBo! CoaupHO-TO Boijmelb, ¥ MeCTO Jyywe AanyT. A
Te6e C KOGTOUKOM...

— Tak Tebe xanko MHe ko¢pTOuky? BoT Thl M 06-
HapyXHWJCs CO CBOei-TO J060BbIO!

— He xa-a-aKko... HO 3a4YeM HeNMpPeMEeHHO lleJKOoBYio!

Marywka 3annakana.

— He Hapo MHe oT Te6st kodToukH!

— Ho nocaywait, JIuaa...

— He Hapo... Hu4ero He Hajno!

JIbSIKOHY NPHUIJIOCh MHPHUTb MX; OH HAaNOMHMWJ, YTO
MacneHHNKOB ellle He yMmep, M O6aTiOlIKa TNOMHPHICS C
MaTyLIKOH Ha TOM, 4TO OTKasajics ot pscel. Ho TyT Ha-
yajach Gopp6a BeJHKOAYLUMHA; MaTyllKa JIOG0BHO cTajna
OTKa3blBaThCsl OT KO(TOYKM, HaxoAad, 4YTO psca Aaas 6a-
TIOIUKK ¥ B CaMOM JieJle HyXHee, K TOMY e OH OyleT B
Heil Takoil BequKojenHbll. 3TO NpuBeso GaTIOWIKY B YMH-
JieHHe, 1 OH NMPHUHSJICS LeJOBaTh MAaTYIUKYy, FOBOPS, YTO OT
MacneHHHKOBa y HMX XBaTHT M Ha psACy, U Ha KOQTOUKY,
M TOTYAaC e MPHUCTYMHI K AbSKOHY C KaTeropHueCKMM BO-
NpoCcOM, KaKk K OpaKyay:

— Korza ymper-t0?

JbSIKOH pa3Bes pyKaMHu.

— Hy, yx sTo ot bora, a He oT MeHs.

U apsxoH Bnan B CMYLIEHHe.

— Kak BOT TONBKO $i AbSIKOHHILY OCTaBJIO?

— §1 moxoxy 3a Heif, — BbI3BajJach MaTyllKa, —
Mo6I0 5 ee OYeHb... Aa M pa3BjiedyeHHe MHe.

JIbSIKOH TOJIBKO MPHJOXHUJI PYKY K Cepaly.
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— Ma-a-Tywka!

A OGaTiowka roBopuaI:

— Jlpyroe ecTb 3aTpyAHEHHe, CYLLEeCTBEHHOE: TAe JIO-
Wwajib BO3bMeM?

— Jla Beab Hago6GHOCTbL-TO, 6aTIOWIKA, KaseHHasi, —
y mouyTtaps.

— Hery, rosopur. Ilo JaeTHeit mope Bce JoWaax Ha
JAyrax nacyTcs, a Hapoj B pa6oTe, Moc/j1aTb 32 HHMH HEKO-
ro. A BblexaTb-TO Hajo 6bl K Beuepy 00s3aTeJbHO, IOTOMY
COpPOK-TO BEPCT Ha 3JelliHeM KOHHO3aBOACTBe CKOpPO He
npockayellb !

— B ayra-to 3a /0aAb0 1 M CaM MOTYy CXOAMTb.

— A BepHo... geno! U 51 ¢ Bamu.

HanuBliucy 4aw, 6aTiolika C AbSKOHOM HanmpaBWIHCh
K mnoutoBoil u30e, BO3Je KpbuIblla KOTOPOH KpacoBaJCst
CBeXe-BblKpallleHHbIHi BepcTOBO# cTON6, a Ha yray Oblia
npubuTa BbiBeCKa, M300pakaBllasi YePHOro KOHS C Mps-
MBbIMH HOTaMH M XBOCTOM TPYyGO#, a TaKxKe BeJHKOJENHYIO
YepHYI0 MOBO3KY, KaKMX y Mo4Taps M B 3aBOAe He ObuIO.
Cam nourapb, YHbUIbI YepHbIi MYXHMK C KOCTBUIEM, XpO-
Masi, BbillleJ K HUM M 3asiBWJI, YTO JOlIajeil HeT, U paHblue
Beyepa MocjAaTh 32 HUMHM HEKOro.

— A s Kyaa xe Ha JepeBe-TO, — TMOXJOMaja OH MO
KOCTBLIIO.

OH BeCb CMOpPLIMJICSH, KOrja JIbSIKOH 3asiBWI, 4YTO
caM moiiieT 3a JOWAaAbI0; €My, BUIUMO, OblIO 3TO Henpu-
ITHO, HO, CKpensi cepille, OH BbiBe&Jl MX Ha KpPbUIbLO H
yKasal npuOMH3UTENbHO TO MECTO Ha Jyrax, rje nacjmuchb
Jowanu.

— A 3Kunax ecTb? — CnpocHa 6aTIolIKa.

— Ekunaxu-To... B pa6oTe, OAMH OCTaJCS.

U nourtapp mouwes MokasbiBaTh 3KUMAXK.

OKHMaX< CTOAJ MOJ HaBeCOM M OKAa3ajCsl HEroZHO# kK
paboTe Teseroif, K TOMy e O Tpex koJecax. YerBeproe
KOJIECO ABSIKOH, MO YKa3aHWIO MOYTaps, OTbiCKald B ambape
CpeAM BCSIKOM pyXasiiM, M OHO Obl1O GoJbllie APYrHX H
KpuBoe. JIbSIKOH Hajen ero, MoApo6GHO OCMOTpes TeJery,
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C COMHEHMEM MOKauyMBas roJIOBOH, HO MOTOM MaxHyna py-
KOM.

— Coiiger... Bo cnaBy boxuio. Toabko Halo Bepes-
KaMH 3anacTHCb, Ha BCAKHI caydai.

— Kakoit cayuait? — TpeBOXHO ocBelOMMICH Oa-
TIOILIKA, KOTOPOro CMYyIaja MbiC/b TAlMTLCS COPOK BEPCT
Ha 3TOH pasBajiMHe.

— Jla exeau KOJeCO COCKOYHT, MAM TPSALKH OTBa-
JATCH.

Ho nourtapb cTan 6OXHTbCS, YTO OH Ha 3TOM CaMOM
«eKHMaxe» HeJaBHO reHepaia Bo3ua. Korja xe AbSIKOH,
BOOPYXHBIUHCb HELOY3JAKOM, HanpaBHACA C OaTIOWIKOi B
JIyra, no4ytapb, yCeBLIHCb Ha KPbLIbLLO, CMOTPEJ] MM BCJEJ
U MOKa4yMBaJICS OT CMeXxa.

Ho Tem 6blI0 He 10 cMexa.

Jlowagelt Ha Jyry, y onylkH Jeca, ObJIO OKOJO Ae-
CSITKA, HO CKOJIbKO AbSIKOH HM Geral 3a HHMH, CKOJbKO HH
NPUMaHMBaJ MX Pa3HbIMM JIACKOBBIMM CJIOBaMH, OHH Goiko
rapuoBajy, 3aipaBliM XBOCTbl, U HHKaK He XOTeNMH Aa-
BaTbCsl B pPYKU. JIbSIKOH JaBHO B3MOK, OH MYCKaICsl Ha
BCEBO3MOXHbIE XHUTPOCTH, MpsiTad OaTIOUWIKy B KYCThl C
apKaHOM, U Hampas/sl KOHeil Ha Hero... HUYero He NMOMO-
rano; KOHSIM Jaxe HpaBWJach 3Ta Mrpa, U oHu Geramm C
BHIHUMBIM YLOBOJbLCTBMEM. TO/JbKO OfHA CTapas, 4pe3Bbl-
yafiHO BBICOKAasi U XpOMasi KOOblIa CTOSIa CpeH Jyra He-
MOJBHAKHO M NOCMaTpPUBaJa C 3aBUCTbIO Ha 3a6aBafOLMXCS
ToBapHiueid. JIbSIKOH HeCKOJbKO pa3 MOAXOAMA K Helh M
yXOJIWJ, HaKOHell, B OTYassHMM BCIVIECHYJN PYKaMH M KPHK-
Hya 6aTiolike:

— INpugerca atoro swadora 6patsb!

Benn oHu ee BaBOoeMm, BepHee, TSHYJH, a OHAa BbITH-
ruBaja Mel, CKaias 3y6bl, TOYHO CMesiCb HajJ HHMH, M
ynupanacb. 3aBHAs UX M3JaJH, NMOYTAPb ONSTH Hayald pac-
KayuBaTbCSl Ha KpbLUIblle OT CMeXa; HO MOTOM CTal mo-
npexHeMy YHbUI U Cepbe3eH, U MOMOraj WM COBeTaMH, BCE
TaKUMH, YTO AbSIKOH CKasagl:

— C TBOMMM COBETaMH M XKMBbIM He BepHeIUbCH.
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Y nouytaps 3aCMes/IMCb TOJIBKO IJ1asa.

Hakoneun, Tenera Gblla HaCKOJNLKO BO3MOXHO YKpern-
JeHa BepeBKaMHM, B orJio6au BBejdeHa Jjowaab. Hanoxuau
CeHa, yCeJuCb M -Moexaad K JAOMaM CBOMM, Kak Obl Ha
HEKYI0 Ka3Hb: JIOWIaJb LIJA TOPXKECTBEHHbIM LIaroM, BeJu-
4aBO NepecTynas HeCrH6aloIMMHCS HOraMM M Jepxa ro-
JOBy KBepxy. A Tenera oTuasHHO Tapaxtena. [lourapn
OMUPAsiCb Ha KOCTbUIb, CTOSI y BOPOT ‘M JA0Jr0 CMOTpeN
MM BCJeJ, BeCb TPACACh OT CMeXa.

INpowanue O6bu10 TOpXKECcTBeHHOe. JIbSAKOH Jpaxe
BCIVIaKHYJI, OCTaBJifis CTapyXy TaK HaJoJro, U yBelleBal
ee BEPHTb B TO, YTO yx — 4To ['ocnoab wenHysa, TO Tak
n 6yaer. JbIKOHHLIA KO BCeM 3TUM XJOMOTAaM OTHOCHIACh
He CTOJBKO C COMHEHHEeM, CKOJIbKO C PaBHOAYIUHEM; HO
Ha MpolLaHWe CKasana:

— Toabko ThI TaM rJaynocTeB HUKAaKMX He Hajesa...
He opaTtopcTBy#i oueHb-TO. Jla M TOPOMUCBH... yMpPYy CKOPO.

JbsiKOH 3azepral rojioBoH, mie4amMu U pyKamu.
— Hu B xuCTb He ympellb... i XUTpbIit!

ExanM J0Aro TeM e TOPKECTBEHHbIM LIArom, Moka
COJIHLE He Hayalo CKJOHATbCA K 3aKaTy, M CTemb Mojep-
HyJachb KpacHoBaToil MrJioif. JIbSIKOH MPUHSAJ peluuTesbHbie
Mepbl: B TeYeHHe MNOJy4yaca OH C Pa3HbIMU MWJIbIMU CJO-
BaMM HaxJecThiBal KOObuly mno G6GokaMm, MOHYxjaas ee K
6ery, HakoHel, Bbllles U3 ceOsi, TMOAHSJICA B Tesere u
B3MaxHyJ KHYTOM C SIDOCTHBIM KPHKOM.

— Bot 2 xe Teb64... Bo cnaBy Boxwuio!

Ho B TOT Xe MOMEHT mNOBajWIC Ha O6AaTIOWIKY U
BMecTe ¢ 6aTIOLIKOi Ha A0pory, a KoObila Hecjaach Briepef,
3aJpaBllX XBOCT M roJIOBy, BO BeCh Kapbep. Kapbep y Hee,
OAHaKo, GblT TOXe TOPXKECTBEHHDbIH, CJOBHO OHa Mpbirajia
Ha MecTe Cpasy BCEeMHM 4YeTbipbMsi HeCrHOaloLMMHCS HOra-
MH, ¥ 6aTIOLIKa C AbSKOHOM JIErKO HarHaiu ee. Tenepb OHU
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3Hanu ee cna6oe Mmecto. CTOMAO ABSKOHY NOAHATHCA B
TeJiere, kKaKk KoOblla MycKanaCb B Kapbep.

BaTiomka wyTHa:

— TopxecTBeHHOe NyTelleCTBUE HA 3K3aMeH!

A IbSIKOH TOBOpPHI:

— Bceraa l'ocnoab-To B caMyio TOYKY LUEMHET.

U Tyt Ha jpocyre, cpei CTEMHOro mMpoCTOpa, AbAKOH
NPUHAJCA Pa3BHBaTb CBOIO MbIC/b:

— Bbl noaymaiite, GaTiomwka, 4té Obl uyenoBek Oe3
lFocnopa-ro... kaxjaoe emy Jheao HeBaomeK. A Tl Ero
THXOro rsaaca caywai.. OH BC€ lienHeT, M BCE lleNHeT
TaK, YTO KOMap HOCa He MOATOYMT... mpaBuiabHO! BoT co
MHOH pa3 cay4ait Obla...

BaTiomlka HaCTOPOXMIACA: OH JIOOKMA CAyWATh JAbSKO-
HOBBI CJIy4aH.

— Kakoit? Kakoii cayuaii?

JIbsIKOH Ha MHHYTY NpHMBCTal B Tejere. YCTaHOBHB
TOPKECTBEHHbI Kapbep, OH yceJcsi M, CJerka B3JeTbiBas
OT MOBOPOTOB KPHBOI'0 KOJIeCa, 3arOBOPHI:

— B crapble 3T0 roiel 6blI0, B Te MOpHl 5 elle
noaMactepbeM Obl1, HayKy npoxoxuwia. U 6bur s u3 cebs
napeHb BeJIMKOJIENHbIN... KpacaBel, coG6oii!

Bartiomika nokocuics Ha JAbSIKOHa C COMHEHHEM, HO
TOT 3TOro Jaxe He 3aMeTHI.

— JIbsikOHMLIA Xe MOl B TO BpeMSi B rpHuseTax
cocrosia.

— B uyem?!

— B wasinHo#t MacTepckoil... MacTepHlla BaxHasi Gbl-
Ja. ¥ Hac uX BCex rpuseramu 3Baiu. Y 6bl1 1 oT Hee, OoT
rpu3eThl-TO MoOeil, yma JHMIIMBWHCL. BbiBamo, kak nouumot
Kyla C 3aKa3oM, BC& f y MXHeHl MacTepCKOH NpoMex iy
OKOH HOPOBJIIO, a CaM Ha Hee BCE 3eTb Ja 3€Tb... OHA XKe
HyJb BHHMaHMsi, 6yATO MeHSl M Ha CBeTe HeT, Aa H He
6b110, Aa U He OyaeT HMKOraa. Uro x Tbl, AyMalw, rpusera
MOSl... 4eM o AJd TeOd 10X, wid 4eM Obl 1 Te6f B3ATb
MOT... IOTOMY — XOTb nomupait 6e3 Hee! He em, He cruo,
coxHy. Ctopoxy, 6biBajio, BedepoM, — BbifileT OHa: MAET
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CTeNeHHO, POCTY BEJMKOro, JHIOM 6enas, riasoKk CTpOruii,
Aa W I71a3KOM-TO HUKYJAbl B CTOPOHY He CMOTDHUT, NpsMO
nepen coGoil. 3aGery 3To s CnpaBa, CJieBa, C10Beca Kakue-
HHOYAb OCMeNIOCh CKa3aTb... HET MeHs, 1a U Bcé! B Tocky
sl BnaJ, CTaj B LePKOBb 3aXaXMuBaTh, k Bory oGpawarscs.
Bcrany, 6biBasio, nepex Baaabluuieit Ha koJeHM aa u ro-
BOpIO eit: cTOMH... cTO-0-0i1!!

B 3TOT MOMeHT roJjioBa 6aTIOLIKM OmMcaja MOJYKpYT,
M B Tejere OCTaMHCb TOJBbKO ero HOru. JIbSIKOH e, BbITS-
HYB pYKH, NojieTe]l B HeBeJOMoe mpocTpaHcTBo. OH mep-
BbIf M OMOMHHUJCS,, 6pPOCHIICA K OOJOMKAM KOJeCa... KOJeco
pacchinajgoch Ha Ky4yy OGJOMKOB M C HHM HHYEro HeJsb3s
6bi10 caenaTh. A GaTiOLIKa CTOS BeCbh B MbIIM U MOBTOPSI:

— Bot Tak nyrewectsue!

JbSIKOH He cayliaa ero ¥ NMPUAYMbIBaj, uTo Obl Takoe
clenaTh, YTOOBlI MyTellecTBOBaTb jpajee 6Ge3 KoJjeca? Ha-
KOHell, HaAyMaJICsl, TMolleJ B KyCTapHHK, OTBICKaJ TaM J0-
BOJIbHO TOJICTHI AyOOK, KOe-KaK Cpe3al ero M Kpemko
Ha-Kpenmko MpHBSi3aJ BepeBKaMH TMOJ TeJery, TaK 4TO
CBOGOJHBIl KOHel, BHITSAHYJCS Jajeko MO J0pore, Mojpiep-
XKUBasi TeJlery Tam, r'ie He JOCTaBajJo 3aJHero KoJjeca.

— UYTo 3TO BBI, O. ABSKOH, JesaeTe?

— Jla BoT koseco yctpoua... Bo caaBy Boxwuio! Ca-
AMTECh, — JO MepBOil JepeBHH XBaTHUT.

OHM cenmn M moexanu, CO CMEXOM M IIYTKaMH, a Iy-
60K, BMECTO KoJeca, lyplian mo3aiu ux. bariomka cme-
SUICSl, YTO OHM elyT Ha majouke BepxoMm. Ho xopowo yx
6bl10 M TO, YTO KOOblIa 6exana CBOMM TOPXKECTBEHHBIM
KapbepoM, KaK TOJbKO AbSIKOH BCTaBaj B Tejere. A no3aiu
HHX OT JAyOKa MNOJAHMMAAMCL Tyuu nbuM. HacmesBluuch
BBOJIO, GaTiollKa CKa3ain:

— Hy, pacckasbiBaiiTe, 0. AbSIKOH, YTO XKe Jajblie
6b1107?

— Janbuie-to?

JIbSiIKOH MOJHAJNCS B Tejere M, YCTAaHOBMB Kapbep,
yceJacs M Hayan:

— BOT cTOI0 1 TaK-TO Ha KOJIEHX M MOJIOCh: Hay4H,
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Focnoau, YTO MHe jeNaTh C FPU3ETOI0 MOeIo, YTOObl CepA-
e ee MOBEPHYJOCh KO MHeE... IOTOMY He Mory si 6e3 Hee:
NOTPaBJIOCh, W60 3apexych! BoT kak mogowso noa camoe
cepAle... HU BCTaTb, HU CeCTb, YTO Ha3sbiBaeTcs. Pas Tak-
TO, MOJ BOCKpeCeHbe, JieXy B CJe3ax nepej HKOHOW, B
6eCUyBCTBUM MOJIMTBEHHOM, M CJBbILY: KaK Obl 30BeT MeHs
KTO-TO... THXMM TakuM rjacoM. ITogHAn s rojoBy, BHXY:
W LIepKOBb OMyCTesa, OAHH i B TEMHOTE, TOJbKO B ajTape
OTOHEK MeJbKaeT, CTOpOX TaMm ybupaercs. Jymaio, — He
OH e 3TO, OTKyAa eMy MeHs 3HaTb? Jlymaio Tak-TO, W
CJBbILY ONSITh:

— Ma-a...xa-ap!..

Tuxuit rnac, kak Bo cHe. M soBer 6yATo ¢ mpaBoit
CTOPOHBI.

IMowen s Tyaa; BUXKY, ABepb GOKOBasi OTKPbITA; Bhl-
1IeJ1 Ha KPbUIbLO... HUKOro! To/bKO KaauTKa nepejio MHOIO
B Orpaje pacnaxsyTa, a 3a KaJUTKOH yauua, M BejeT
ymua k peke. M yx Tak — kak Gbl HOYb B MpPUPOAE,
HUKOrO Ha YyJMle, CMYTHO TaK M THXO, M peKka BAajH
ceetsieeT. M1 notdHysno meHs Ha peky. May, cMmoTpio Ha
Hee, U AYMbl HMKAaKOH He CTaso, Jerko, CBeTJO Ha Aylle...
M BOT MasiyuT GYATO mepeio MHOH Tam, Ha Gepery, 4To-TO
Genecoe. MasiuuT Ja MasiyuT, a i CMOTPIO, Aa MAYy BCé
npsiMo, U 4YeM Jajlee MAy, 4ero-To MHe BC€ pazocTHee. Jla
BCMOTPEJICA 3TO.... BUXKY, XeHUIHHA CHAUT, B 6eJIOM MJaThbe,
M B KOCbIHKE, U YPOHWJA KaK-TO I0JIOBY B PYyKH, NJaueT.
Cepauem st yanan: oHa! Ja k Heil. Jla moxacen. A oHa u
He 1IeBEJMTCS, TOYHO 3HAET, He 4yxoil mojcen. U Baxpa-
ruBaeT BCS OT cJe3. A MHe ee J0 C/e3 KaldKO; CHXY
Aymaio: aywy Obl 51 3a Te6a oTAan! A Moauy... CIOB HeTy.
Ja ocmenuics, no mjevyy ee HeXHO TAaK MOIVIagHJL.

— He nnaubTe, — rosopio.

A ¥ cam naauy.

lMozHana oHa rosoBy, HO jJaxe W He B3rJsiHyJa Ha
MeHSl, FOBOPHUT TaK IJyXO:

— 3auem Bbl MeHsi BC€ npecaenyere?’

— He npecaenyio, — rosopio, — a 3TO MeHsl K BaM
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Focnoxb nocnan, M3 LepKBH MeHS cefidac mosBai CloAa, K
Gepery. A s, roBopio, rpu3era, jaxe M He 3HaJ, YTO BbI
TYT.

OHa BOT mepBbIfi pa3 M B3rJsiHyJa Ha MeHs, H rjasa,
BHXY, Takue OOJbllHe, TeMHble, CTPALIHbIE.

— §l, rosopuT, cloga TONMMTbCA MNPHILJIA... YXOAMTE
OT MeHs.

CxBaTua 51 ee 32 pyKy Kpenko.

— Her, — roBopio, — meHs k Tebe Bor npucaan, —
6yab Moeil xeHoil!

— Her, — rosopur.

U pyky BbipBana.

— A Komm, — roBopio, — TONUTbCA XOYelb... Ja-
Bait BMecTe, rpusera!l

U onate oHa B3risiHyna Ha MeHd. U roeopuT THXO,
GYATO YAMBJIEHHO:

— YTOonuubca CO MHOH?

— ¥YTonmoch, — roBopio. — U He Toabko c TOGOMH,
— CaM YTOMJIOCh... a Thl XHUBHU!

Jla mowes 3TO K CaMoOil KpyuH.

— bBe3 Te68 MHe He XHTb.. FOBOPH CJIOBO!

Jla cMoTpi0 Ha Hee, a OHa BCSl CBETHUTCS: He JHLO, a
auk. He cmeercs, cepbe3Has, a TOYHO BCeft Aywoit yibi-
Gaercsl MHe.

— He Hago, — roBopHT.

U pyky MHe mpoTsAruBaer.

— Bot, — rosopur, — 6Gepu! MoxeT, g U nomoG.0
Te6s.

Jla v nowau Mbl ¢ Helt pyka 06 pyKYy K CBSILLIEHHHKY,
a NMOTOM... H XH3Hb MPOXMJH... BO ca1aBy Boxuio!

— A c d4ero XKe OHa mJakKajda U TONHUTbCH-TO XOTe-
Ja? — cmnpocua 6aTiolIKa, KOrja AbSIKOH CMOJIK.

— Jla mobuaa OHa KpenmKko OAHOr0 YeJOBeKa, a TOT
€e CJOBaMH ynewlad, Aa KaK YBHAeN, YTO AeBHUA Pa3yM-
Hast ¥ Kpemnkasi, BWIbHYJ] XBOCTOM JAa M CJlieJ, 3aMeJl.

U AbAKOH TMOJIK HaLOoJro.

B HouHOM Mpake nokasanuchb oroHbku. KoGblna, 3a-
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4ysiB 6AM3KWIl HOuJser, MolLIa KapbepoM 6e3 MOHYKAEHHS.
Ckopo npuexaau B AepeBYIIKY, TAe Y AbSAKOHAa Obll 3Ha-
KOMbIf KpecTbsiHMH. KpecTbSiHMH BCTPETHA HX OYeHb MpH-
BeT/JMBO, M JOJAr0 JAHBOBAJICA Ha JAbSAKOHOBO KOJECO, MO-
TOM YroBOPWJ HX B3SiTb €ro TAapaHTaC, Ha KOTOPOM OHH
paHo MO YTPY M HaMepeBaJHChb BbleXaTb B 3aBaJHIUHHO, a
MOKa, MO MPUIJIAIIEHHI0 KPeCTbSIHUHA, OTNPaBHIKCh B M30Y
KyllaTb Ya#.

Il

KpecTbsiHUH Obl1 YeslOBEK BBICOKOrO pOCTa, C O4YeHb
CTPAaHHO YCTPOEHHBIM JIMLIOM: MaleHbKHit 106, MajeHbKHe
rnasa, MajeHbKMi HOC, a JaJjblie HayHHaAaChb JJIMHHAA,
IIKWpOKasi, nywucTasi 60poja rycToro 4YepHOro IBera, Co-
BepLIEHHO CKpbIBaBlLIAasi POT, TaK YTO TOBOPWJ OH IJyXO,
OTKYJa-TO M3-TMOJA BOJOC, — TMOXOAWJIO, YTO I'0JIOC 3By4as
M3 Apyroil KOMHAThl, a CaM KpPECTbSIHHH K HeMy TOJIbKO
NPUCAYILUUBAJICS. YCaiuB rocreil B ropHule, OH HeMeLJeH-
HO pacnaaua camoBap, 6afy 3acTaBua CTpsnaTh Bepelia-
ry, — 0co60ro pojaa SiM4HHMIy, KOTOpas BepeluT Ha CKO-
BOpOJA€e, — a NMOTOM BCTaJ MNepej roCTAMH B 3aLyMYMBOH
No3e M NPUHSJICS BHUMAaTeJbHO CMOTPETb Ha HHX.

— Yro 3TO0 THI Tak B3upaewsb, CoppoHbIY? — cnpo-
CHJT IBSIKOH.

— Jlymaio, — rJyxo 0TO3BaJOCh U3 APYroi KOMHAThI.

— O uem xe 3TO Thl, BOo caaBy bBoxwuio, pymaeun?

— A Bot, Mo, He Focnoab iw Bac nocnan? Oponena
HaC BCSIKasi HEYMCTb: KOOBLIKA NMpUBaJIMJa CO CTeneif, no
oropojaM Kakoi-To XyK noji3aeT. A NMOMOJUTbCA HeKoMy!
IMpuuncieHbl Mbl, BHLIb Thl, K 3aBalULIMHY, a 6JaroyuH-
HOTrO-TO — HHILb, 1030BellbcA? W JOpOXKHMTCA OH OYeHb,
a Mbl — Hapojx OexHbiit, OpoueHblii. A s-To cTapocTa
3HelHuil, 1 0 Hapoje 3a60THUTbLCS JLOJIKOH.

lFonoc B apyro#t KOMHaTe CryCTHACS:

— Tomone6eTByiiTe!

BaTioka B3r/sHya Ha AbSIKOHA, AbSIKOH Ha OaTIOLIKY;
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6aTiolIKa 3aCMesiCi M OODBACHWA KPECTbSIHHHY, YTO HM
Mo HEOT/NOXHOMY Jely Haio ObITb 3aBTpPa Mo-paHy B
3aBanunte. Ha 3TO KpeCTbSHMH OTBETHJ, UTO 3auyeM Xxe
HeNpeMeHHO CJAYXHTb JHEM, KOria 3TO MOXHO CAenaTb
M Houblo: Bory-To Beab BCE paBHoO.

— Ceifyac Bcex MOAHUMY... paibl GyayT!

Batiolka B3BOMIHOBAJICS,, a AbSKOH MpHllea B pajocT-
Hoe BO30YXKJAeHue.

— Jto Bam, Codponbiy, xopowo locnoxb LIeMHYI.
— CKa3aJl OH M MOBEpHYJCH, BeCb cHss, K OaTiollke: — a
He OTXBaTaTb JIM HaM... BO claBy BoxHio M BCex CBATHIX
Ero?

Bationika, ¢ oTyasiHMeM Ha JMile, CKa3aJ, 4TO HMKaK
3TOro Heslb3st CHenaTh, MOTOMY UTO CJAYXHTb He B 4YeM H
He C YeM: HeT Hu (esIOHH, HU SMUTPAXHIH, HH KpecTa...

Ho JapsikoH TOTHYac Hauencs.

— UYucras xoactuHa ectb, CodpoHbIu?

— Kak xe He 6biTb, 0. JIbSIKOH.

— Tak s XHMBbIM MaHEpOM M3 Hee SMUTPAXWUJb CKPOIO,
— o06epHyJcs OH K 6aTiollKe, — M KpecTbl M3 XeBHYbHX
JEHT Hawblo... Bo caaBy boxwuio. bByner, koHeuHo, Ge3s
6axpoMbl M 6e3 30/10Ta, Aa Belb, KOTrAa HET KPOMHUJA,
YNOTPeGSIOT XKe NMy4OK CeHa.

— A denonn?

— OGoiiTce MoXxHO... Bor npocTuT.

— A kpect?

— Kpe-e-ct, — 3aBopuano u3 apyroii KOMHaThl, —

y 4YepHHUYKH HaiLeTCsl, epyCalMMCKHi, KynapecoBbld, Ha
rpo6e I'ocnoaHem OCBfillleH... H BeCb KAPTHHAMH PACNHCaH.

— A TpeGHMK? — He cpaBaicsi 6aTiollka, — Belb
Sl XKe Hau3yCTb HH OJHOH MOJIMTBbI He 3HaiO!

— ¥ uepHHYKM BCSIKas KHMra eCTb.

BaTiomka cierka pacused.

— Eue oxno cooGpaxcenne, — CKasaj OH, BIPOYEM,
HEeyBepeHHO: — Bejb, exesJu OJaroyHMHHbI y3HaeT... o6u-
aures!

— He ysna-et! — yBepuio M3 Apyroff KOMHaThl, —
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y Hac Hapoj APYXHblif, 1a HaM M He B nepBblii pa3s npo-
€3)XXHUX-TO CBSILLIEHHUKOB MpHBJeKaTb. Pa3 aaxe y Hac OaHH
Gerablii CBSILLEHHUMK LIEJIbHYIO HELEM0 CKPLIBAJCH.

— bBeraniit?

— Ja, ot xeHbl c6er... Jo-l0-Tas! Xo-o-powunil cBsi-
LIEHHHK, 3alUM6al TOJbKO MAaHEHbKO. YK TaK Mbl KaJejH,
KaK OHa ero Hauua. M Hapo xe ObLIO CAYYMTBHCS, YTO OHA
exana, a OH Ha 3aBajuHKe cujel]. He nosepure, Takoro-to
yeJJOBEKa OHa 3a BOJIOChS Yle/NWaAa, Aa Tak B TapaHTac
nocajuia M yBesja.

— Crpo-orasi, — NOKPyTHUN LbSIKOH rojioBoil, C BH-
JAOM HCKDEHHEero COXajleHusi, — M OTKyJa Takue eduonn
poastcsi, npoctd ux locmoau. BoT y MeHs ApsikoHMLA
TOXe CTporasi, HoO AyWH 6aaroposHoi! A yepHHYKa AajneKo
JKMBeT?

— Psnom.

— Tak 30Bu ee, Bo umsi l'ocnogHe, Ha COBellaHHe.

Codpon yues.

A OGatiomwka coBceM pasBeceauacs. Buaumo, Bcé 3To
ero pajoBaJo, He TOJbKO Kak 3apab0TOK, HO U KaK HeOObIK-
HOBeHHOe npukMoueHne. OH CHOBaJ MO IOPHHMILE M, NMOTH-
past pyKH, TOBOPHJ:

— Kak xopouo-To Bcé mojouio, 0. AbSKOH, nNpaBaa?
Touno B apesHue BpemeHa! Houb.. kKaTakoMObL.. a Tam
rie-To — s3blYeCkMe BOMHBI CTOpOkaT. OAHOro TOJBLKO
HexBaTaeT... 6unaal

— A 3TO YTO? — HACTOPOXKMJICS AbSKOH.

— A 3TO B ApeBHeill LepKBH, A0 MOSBJIEHUS elle KO-
JIOKOJIOB, ynoTpe6/sau... JOCKH TaKHe TyJKue.

JbsikoH CMOa4an, 3aiyMalics, NOTOM KYyAa-TO CKpbUI-
Cl, TAe-TO Nponajajl KOPOTKH CPOK M BEepHYJCS TOpxe-
CTBYIOILMI, HO HHUYero 6aTIOLIKEe He CKasal.

IMpumna yepuHuuka c ysenakoM. OHa Obuia OYEeHb XO-
polueHbKasi, HO BMAOM CKPOMHasi: Juuo Gesoe, ry6Gbl MyH-
LIOBble; OHA MX BC€ NOJXKHMMana, a rJasa jepxajia omy-
ILEHHbIMH, HO KOTJa HMH B3rJsiAbiBaja, — GaTIOWIKA Kax-
Abli pa3 BCMBbIXMBaJ M YyBCTBOBaJ Ce0Sl HEJIOBKO; AbSKOHY
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e KasajoCh, YTO B KOMHaTe BCMbIXWBaJ, 3aropajics Ka-
Kofi-To HexHbifi cBeT. OH HEBOJbHO 3aCMOTpEJICA Ha Hee,
M Jaxe noJo6oBajCs, HO NPU 3TOM MOAYMan:

— Mos apsikonnua Jayuiue!

Ona Obi1a Jayuyuwie A8 Hero — C ee PacnyXuMH
HOTaMM M CTapbiM, CTPOrHM JIMLOM; OH C HEXHOCTbIO
3aAyMbIBaJCs O Helf, H B Jyllle ero MOAHAAACb TOCKa:
KaK-TO OHa TaMm 6e3 Hero? A uepHuyka Oblla O4YeHb paja
LYXOBHBbIM, M TOT4aC 3aBeJa C O6aTIOWIKOH pasroBop o
GoxxecTBeHHOM. M BHAHO OblIO, YTO OHAa OTHOCHTCH K
AYXOBHbIM C TMNOJHO/ JOBEPYMBOCTBHIO, KAK K KaKHM-TO
0COOEHHBIM JIIOJSIM.

— Korjaa 6ecu cMymaioT, — HEXHbIM TFOJOCKOM BO-
npolana oHa, — Kakue Hajo, 6aTioOlKa, MOJUTBbl YHTATh?

BaTiolka cnerka noTeps/Cst M B3rJSHYJA Ha JbSIKOHA,
a JbSIKOH YBepeHHO CKa3ai:

— Bce moauTBbl npoTHB 6Geca XOpOLIM, TOJNBKO YH-
Tait ¢ Bepoit... BO cnaBy Boxwio.

— Msue 6bl XOTeJ0Ch CaMyi0 HAaCTOSLLYIO...

JbSAKOH YyTb-YyTb YCMEXHYJICS.

— Anu jpyrue He momoraioT?

OHa cuMbHO BCMBIXHYJA, CAeJaldach AYHLOBOH, HaXMy-
puIach M CKasala CKBO3b 3yObl:

— Her!

— Yto ke Tak?

— CHbl My4aioT...

— Jlns cHa, — CKasaa JbSIKOH, — Camoe Xopoliee
cpeactBo «locmoauM nmomuayid» uyuTath LO TeX MoOp, Moka
rojoBa He 3aKPYXHTCA. A Kak 3aKPYXHTCH, M YCHelllb...
CMOKOiHO, BO cJaBy bBoxHio.

Ona nomosuyana, BCE HaXMypHMBILUHCb, a NMOTOM THXO
CKasana:

— YcHewb-TO, ycHellb... a BO CHe-TO 6ec M ne3er!

JIbSIKOH rasjen Ha Hee MbITAMBO, BUAEN KaK AJNHHHblE
pecHULbl 6pOCaloT Ha ee IeKH KaK Obl FPEXOBHYIO TeHb,
M emy crano ee xanko. OH mojcen k He#t H cTan noTu-
XOHBKY, JIaCKOBO TJIaJHTb €e PYKY.
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— MWarousit, aeBuua, ceil pox JyKaBbli MOJMTBOIO H
MOCTOM... a elie Jyulue: okaTu cebs BoaOH M3 Beapa, —
Kak pykoi#l cHumer. Korza 4 eue B ropojae Xuil, H Ma-
CTEepCKOM y MeHsi He OblIO, a COCTOS1 1 B Hayke, GbIBaIn
y MeHsi Toxe MCKylweHus. Tak 3abGepycb 3TO s B norpeG,
Ja M CHXY Ha Jbly; JAOJr0 CHXY, NOKa TaKk He Y4HeT
TpACTH, 4TO 3y6 Ha 3y6 He nonajaaer. Bec-To oroxek Jio-
6UT, CKa3aHO, — aACKHH XHTe/b, a XOJOLY-TO He BbLAEpP-
wuBaet! BriBasno, kak pyko#t cHuMmerT... Bo ciaBy Boxwuio!

YepHuuka yJablGHyaaCb, JaCKOBO M 6/1arojapHo B3ris-
HyJla Ha JAbSIKOHA, a 6aTIOWIKA NPUHAACHA CMeATbCS. JIbAKOH
M3 XOJCTHMHbl CKPOWJ SNUTPAaXW/b, HAMETHI KpecThl U3
KPaCHbIX JIEHT M YCaiWJ 4YepHUYKy WuTb. B yane y Hee
OKa3ajacs U TPeOHMK, M JIajaH, BeJMKOJENHbI HepycaauMm-
CKMIl KMMapHCOBBIfl KpecT, M Jaxe CBeYd M Jaxe OrpoM-
HOe, CTapoe MejHOe KajWJo.

JbsikoH pajnoBaJcs.

Mexay Tem, BepHyiacs CodpoHbly, 3aKpbiBasg pykoi
HOC, U3 KOTOPOr0 TeKJa KpPOBb.

— Kakoii-to nec, — pyrancs oH, — CHAJ JBepb C
ambapa, Ra y KalUTKH MOJOXHJI... B TEMHOTe-TO s pac-
mu6Cs.

— Ilec-To 3TOT s, — 3aCMeSIIC IAbSKOH.

— IlpocTH, 0. ABLSIKOH... A 4Yero xe Tbl Y MeHs AOM
TO 3a4aj JIOMath?

— Ceiiuac y3naews!

W AabsiKOH CKpbUICS. A uYepe3 MHMHYTY MO JAepeBHe, B
HOYHON TbMe, Mo6exaiu ry/JKHe YAapbl: IbSKOH YyCepAHO
KOJIOTUM O0GYXOM B KpeNKO-CKOJIOYEHHYIO JepeBSHHYIO
IBepb, YTBepXJAeHHYyl0 Ha 00py6kax. UTo-To TpeBOXHOE
6bJI0O B 3THX 3ByKax MU B TO XKe BpeMsl TOPXKeCTBEHHOE.
Hapoja cTan nocnelwHo coGMpaTbCsi Ha 3TOT HeOOLIUHbIA
npu3biB. BosbluMHCTBO 626 3aXBaTHIO C COGOI0 M3 GOXHHUILL
MKOHBI, MyXHKH NpHIAH C HOHAPSIMU HA NajlKkax, — TbMa
03Kuna, 3a6erajn TeHH, Y/IHLA HaNOJHKIACh CMYyTHBIM rOBO-
poM. A JbSIKOH BCE TyJKO KOJOTHJ MO KaJUTKe.

— bByx... 6axx! — Gexaso no jgepeBHe.
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JbSIKOH B3MOK, HO PajOCTHO Yyabl6ajcs W roBOpUI
TO/MNEe MEeXAy yAapamu:

— Yem He Tpe3BoH, Bo cnaBy boxwuio?

Beien Gatiomika B 6esoit 3NUTPaxuiH, C KpecToM B
pyke. K cepeiuHe yJuubl MOCTaBWIM CTOJ, HaKpPbITbIH
CKaTepTblo, HA Hero — TJMHAHYI0 YallKy C BoAoii, no
KpasiM Hawkd yTBepAuan cBeud. CodpoHbIY pasxer Kajiu-
Jo. Boxpyr croaa BCTanu MyxuKH C (OHApSIMM, nepen
cTojom — 6abbl ¢ ukoHamu. THiIMHA B Bo3jayxe Obl1a Ta-
Kasg, 4TO nJams cBeuell KOJae6aJOCb TOJbLKO OT JAbIXaHHS
mopeit. Ipexje, yeM NPUCTYNUTb K CJyXKeHHIO, GaTIOLIKA
0 4eM-TO MOCOBETOBAJICH C AbSKOHOM M, OOpaTHBLIHCbL K
TOJINe, CKasanl:

— bBparue! O6bikHOBeHHbIH noseBoit MosebeH omnJia-
4yUBaeTCs CyMMoil, coOpaHHOil co Bcex no obuieit packaaj-
ke. Mbl ke cjenaem wuHaue. Jla kjaageT Kawjbiii Ha
TapejKy Mo JAOCTaTKy CBOeMy NpHu uenoBaHuu kpecta. U
BaM, ¥ HaM Jayuiie GyAeT. A KTO OTAe/NbHO 3aKayeT MoJe-
OeH yBa)xaeMOMYy CBSITOMY, OIUVIATUT COOTBeTCTBeHHO. Co-
I1aCHBI?

Toana 3sawymena.

— JlagHo, 6aTiomka! CoraacHsi!

A Cadponbiy mnporymen kak Obl OTKyAa-TO H3-3a
COCEeJHero MJeTHs:

— He 3a6oTs, oreu, cBowo Aywy, Bcé GyieT Xopouio.

Hauanoch TopxkecTBeHHOe cayxeHue. Tbma B3gparu-
BaJia, BOJIHOBAJAaCh M CJOBHO MPUCJAYIIWBANACh K TEHHIO;
CMyTHbIE JIMIA JIIOJeH BBICTYNMalW M3 ThbMbl Ha 6arpoBbiii
CBeT CBeuei, MOJ06HO JIMKaM C MKOHbI HeGeCHOro BOUHCTBA,
no-sa TONNOW M30bl Kak Obl WIEBEJHINCh H Ge3yMHO
BbITAMMBAINCh: BCE BOKPYr MOJHO GbLIO CMYTHOro, ¢aHTa-
CTHYECKOro JBMXEHHMS TeHeil.

C He6a cMoTpenH 3Be3Jbl.

Co¢dpoHbIY MOATArMBaA TrYCTbIM, YpPeBOBEILAIbHBIM
6acoM, y YepHMYKH OKa3aiCsi mpekpacHbiii aabt. Ho ymu-
JHUTeJbHee BCero 6bL10 meHMe AbsikoHAa. Korpa oH HasbiBan
KaKOro-HHGYAb CBSITOro:
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...«Baa-a-cue... Monn Bora o Hac»!.. — TO Kasajoch,
4YTO CaM CBSTOI NMPUCYTCTBYET TYT XK€ M OXOTHO MCMOJ-
HsleT npocbOy JAbsikOHa. Ba6bl pacuyBCTBOBAJIMUCH M TJa-
KaJM, a MYXHWKH LIYMHO B3AbIxaJu. MeiHOe Kagwlio Tsxe-
JIO 3BKaJO, M apOMAaTHbI{ JAbIM KJAYOWICS Haj CTOJIOM,
TYMaHsi mJiamsi cBeueil. DecKOHeYHO uMTalHChb 3aKa3Hble
akaduCcThl, Tak 4To 6aTIOWIKA B3MOK, OXPHUI, HO MMeJ BUL
Becesblil. TO M jpeso, BO3BOASI OYM K 3Be3JaM, OH B3bIBaJ
K KaKoMy-HHOYAb CBATOMY:

..CBsituTemo otue Huko-o-nae...

A IbSIKOH M XOp MNOATSArMBAIM:

— Mo-omu bBora...

N yx oHu cmoikaau, u 6GaTiomiKa YyuTan jJajblie, a
ypeBOBelllaTe/bHbIE 6ac BCe THHYJ Kak Obl OTKYAa-TO U3
TbMbI:

— O Ha-a-a-a-cl..

Ha cToa chimanuch NMOMHHAHUA C 3BEHAILUMH NSTaKa-
MM M PKABbIMM IPHBHAMH, TaK 4TO OaTIOLUKe NMPHULUIIOCH B
KOHLe MOJie6HAa BCTaBUTb KPATKYIO JIMTHIO O YCOMIUKX, NPH
4eM JbSIKOH C TaKMM YyBCTBOM NPOU3HOCHJ HMMEHa yMep-
KX, 4TO Galbl MPUHSIMCH HAaB3pblJ MJIAKaTb, U BOJHEHHE
OXBaTHJIO TOJIMY: BCEM Ka3aloCh, YTO MOKOHHUKH GPOAST
rie-To BOJM3H BO TbMe M OT3bIBAIOTCS TFOPECTHBIMH T0JIO-
CaMM Ha 3BYKH TOPXECTBEHHOIO NeHHs:

— Be-e-uHasg mna-a-Msa-$i-Thb...

Korapa xe 3akoHumaoch MoJeOCTBHE, AbSIKOH BCTal C
TapeJKofl psiiom C GaTIOWIKOM, a HApOJ CTal MOAXOAMUTH K
KpecTy, W Oartiomika Bcex Kponua. Ha Tapeaky, 3Bskas,
Najaju pbKHMe M YepHble MOHeTbl. MeX 1y NneHUeM AbSIKOH
NoMaHu1 K cebe HepHHUKY.

— Tebs kak 3BaTb-TO, A€BYyLIKa?
— AHHyWKOM.

— Tbl BOT uTO... mpHue3sxaii-ka kK Ham B [laBioBKY,
MMJIOCTH TpolLY, K AbsiKkOHULE Moeil. OHa TeGe Myulle Hac,
LYXOBHBIX, MOMOXET: OHa BCE 3HaeT!

— Yro BCE? — BCKHMHYJIAa YePHHYKA FJIasa.
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— ¥ Heit Toxe ObiBann MCKyleHUsi-TO. [Tpuedkaii-Kka,
MHMJOCTH mpoiwy... B0 uma TI'ocrnoaxe!

JbsiIKOH NpUHAACS neTh Tponapb, a cam 3abupan
rOpCTSIMH C TapeJKH MOHEeTbI M CChiMajJl MX B KapMaHbl
noapsiciuka. C meHueM JABHHYJAMCb MO YJHlE, BCNyruBas
TbMY, CMYTHO yG0erasllyl0 nepej HHMH, a 3a HUMHU Ges-
IIYyMHO CMbIKaBllylocs. BaTiomika kponua B 06e CTOpOHbI
Ha TeMHble XaThbl. BplliM 3a OKOJMIY K MOJSAM M, OTCIy-
XHUB TYT KpaTKoe Moae6CTBHe, GOJBbIIMM KPYrOM MOLLIN
BOKpyr JepeBHH. Kak OoJjblline CBET/SIKH, MeJNbKadu |
KoJbIXaquch ¢oHapu; Haj TOJMNOI B CMYTHOH Mrpe mepe-
IJIETAJUCh CBET M TEeHHW, NMPHUIABas CTPAHHYI0 TaWHCTBEH-
HOCTb 3TOMY ILUECTBHIO B MOJHOYHOH Mrie. Hax nepesHeit
COHHO MepeKkJUKaNIUCh neTyxu. Bpemenamu c GokoB Mesb-
Kald CMYTHble TEHH COGaK, YNOPHO COMPOBOXJAABIUMX Lie-
CTBHe, XOTH MX M THaJM; KOrAa XKe OCTaHaBAMBAMUCH AJISt
MoJ1e6CTBHUS, COGAKM CaAWIMCh M XJAJMH, U BO TbMe CBep-
KaJ¥ MX riasa. Tyud MolleK, XY4KOB, OJeIHbIX HOYHBIX
6a6ouek KpYXHAHCb Hajl ¢OHapsMM, OWIMCb B MX CTeKJa
H cropaiqd B IVIaMeHH cBedyed. A ¢ moJiel nabl1 apomar
KOHONJAM M IMKUX TpaB. Houb 6bl1a THXa M Temaa; B HeGe
MeJJeHHO Yepnaia MeaBeauua. M xors nox 6/ieCKoM 3Be3n
TaMHCTBEHHO MJleJla Jafb IoJeH, JIOASM OT TYCKJIOro CBe-
Ta ¢oHapeli Kas3anoch, YTO OHH ABHXKYTCH B IJyGOKOIi,
MpayHoi mrae. M us aToil Mrael Hecauch K 3Be3fgaM CTpa-
CTHbIE NMPOCLOBI:

— Hda-a-xJjb... J0-0-XKJIb...

JbSKOH M 4YepHMYKAa, a C HMUMM M TOJMNa, MNOLXBa-
ThIBAJIM:

— 3emae Xa-a-xayuiei...

WU poaro ewe cabnuanca 6ac Copponbiua:

— Cna-a-a-ce-e!

Mraa BnuThiBana B ceGst 3TH MOJBOBI M YHOCHJIA HX
KyJAa-TO BJajb, B MNOJS, OT3bIBaBIIHECS BCKPUKAMM HOY-
HbIX NTHI, M CBUCTOM BCTPEeBOXEHHbIX 3BepbkKoB. W BHe-
3aMHO 3Ta MIJa, KOrja yxe OOGOUUIM BCIO JAEPEBHI0 M
CHOBa MOAXOAWJM K YJHLE, NMPONHTaNacCh Jerkum Garpo-
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BbIM CBETOM, KOTOpbIii BC€ ycuiuBaica. U Bapyr BCE Kak
6bl BCTBIXHYJO ©6arpsiHUEM, M3 TbMbl Pe3KO BBICTYMHJIH
4YepHble CHJYSThl Kpbilll...

— Yro 310? YTO 3TO? — BCKOJBIXHYJACh TOJNA.

W Bapyr MoAM METHYJMCb K y/MLEe C Pe3KHMH, Tpe-
BOXXHBIMM KPHKaMH:

— THoxap! IMoxa-a-p!!.

doHapy ONMUCHIBAIM B BO3LyXe KPYrd M AYrd; HKOHbI
B pykax 6a6 CJIOBHO MeTaquCb B HCmyraHHom Gere. Jlioan
IUYMHO BJIMJMCb B yJHUY M 6exanu, Kak Ge3yMHble, yBJje-
Kasg 3a co6olo JAbsikoHa M GaTiowKy. CIOBHO KpaCHBIM
6eHrajJbCKMM OrHeM oOCBelleHa Obl1a yJMLA: B KOHlle ee
nblaza Kpbllla XaThl. B THXOM BO3JyXe OroHb B3AbIMaJICH
KBepXy, KaK NJams CBeuYH.

— Iloxa-a-p! — Heccsl HCNyraHHblii BOMJb.

Bac Codponblya NpUHAA TpeCcKyuue pacKaThbl:

— Jliogu-u! Tamu Beapa... TONOPbI-bl... KTO MO MO-
xapHo#it yactu! Mukonaes, 3anpsirail.. 60-0-4ky-y!

Myxuku Gexanu k Bopotram xat. Co6Gaku JasiH, Kak
GelueHble.

— Tze ropu-u-t?

— Crapyxu Mukynunoi!

Ba6bl KOMKOM KPYTHJIMCb BOKPYr KOro-To.

— Bor oha... 3zecp oHa!

XaTbl TOYHO LIEBEJMJUCH, B3JparuBaju B OTOJeCKax
6arpoBoro cBeTa; CBeT 3TOT Majal M Ha MCKaXeHHOe
y2KacoM JIMLO CTapyXH, KOTOpYio 6a6bl yBJEKIH NMOJ PYKH,
NOTOMY YTO OHa C TPYAOM XOAHWJa, a Temepb OT HCMyra
COBCeM MOBHUCJAa Ha MX PyKaxX M TOJNbKO MOBTOpSJIA XpHM-
JIO, OTPBIBHCTO:

— CrapuK... CTapuK...

B Tosne Gexasno:

— Bexap on 6e3 Hor y eit!

— Cropur!

— Ckopeii, pebsita!

3Byuyad OTYasHHblE KPHKH:

— bBo-o0-uky-y!!.
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JbsSIKOH cTpesoit Heccsl Bnepeiy; MOHETH B KapMaHax
ero TsXeJNo 3BSIKalM, 3aTPyAHAS Oer; OH BCE MOYEMY-TO
06epThIBAJICA H KpHYas:

— bBarpoumka... 3a MHoi!

BaTiomka 3ajeixancs. ONUTPaxuib YJeTela y Hero
KyJAa-TO 3a Iuieyo; OH Gexasl C BBITSHYTbIMH BIepej py-
KaMu, CJIOBHO JIOBSI KOrO-TO, H KPHYaJ XaJl0GHBIM [OJIOCOM:

— Kakag 6egxa... 0. 1biKOH... kakasa Gena!

HbsikoH 0GepThIBAJICA U 3Bat:

— ba-a-06bl... C MKOHaMH... 32 MHOIil!

Inama 3aoBewe mymeno. Ksepxy 6bicTpo-6bICTPO
YHOCHJICS JbIM, a 32 HHM, Crella, JeTeJH TY4Yd LIMNSIUX
uckp. Babbl, ¢ MOJMTBEHHBIMH W KAJOCTHBIMM BOIUISIMH,
TO/NSACh, CTaIH, NO YKAa3aHHIO AbSKOHA, MOJYKPYroM; MKO-
Hbl 3aCBepKajd B MX pyKaX, Kak Obl 6JieCTKaMH KpOBH;
BpeMeHaMM OHM MOJAHHMAJM MX W KPeCTHIM TOpSLLyIo
xary. ['yako npoctywana 60uKa; MYXHMKM KHUHYJUCb C
TONopamH, C Beipamu. JlomManu mJeTHH, 3a60pbl, CHOCHJIH
ambapyxu, 4ToObl He 1aThb OTHIO PACMPOCTPAHUTHLCH AAb-
we. Cpeau kpukoB ryaen 6ac Codponbiua:

— Jloma-a-ii! IlIu6Gue-e! dpyxuee!

Ho Bokpyr u36bl BCE pOC/O CMSITeHHe, BOIJIH y¥Kaca;
crapyxa MukyniuHa pBajnach M3 pyK JAepxKaBlux ee 6ab
C XPHNJIbIM, 6e3yMHBIM KPHKOM.

MyXUKH TOJNMWINCL M He 3HaAM, 4TO Jgenatb. He-
CKOJIbKO YeJIOBeK CYHYJMMCb ObIO K OTHIO, HO OTGexasH,
060K KEHHbIE,

— Pe6siTa... crapuk-To!

— Kak xe...

— JleaTb Hago!

— Kak noseselus...

— Boapr-bl cropa!l

— Jleit BOAy... TywHU-u!

— Huwpb, notywuus...

Crapyxa BhIpBanacb M MeTHysnacb K jABepu. Ho my-
XHUKM moiManu ee.
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B 3To BpeMsi AbSIKOH COPOCHJ MOAPSCHUK W MPOTSHYJ
ero 6aTiollKe.

— JlepxuTe-Ka... TYT AEHbIH.

— A BHI Kyaa?

— Ceituac BepHycCb... B0 caaBy boxuio! He npoceinbTe
JAEeHbIU-TO...

B CBOMX LIMPOKHX, CepbiX Ka3HHEeTOBbIX OpIOKax H
Gesioit pyGaxe, mylleHHO# 3a Mnosic, AbSKOH OpoCHICH K
MY)XHMKaM, PacToJIKal MX.

— JaBaiiTe KagTaH! — KpuUyan OH, — KTO-HUOYAb,
ckopeit kadTan!

CocdpoHbly 6pocua emy kadTaH.

— Jleit Boay Ha MeHs! — pacnopsixaJzcs OH.

A cam 3anesan B kadraH. B ronoce ero 6buia Takas
BJACTHOCTb, YTO MYXHKH, He PpacCyxjias, OKaTHAM ero
BOJOIO M3 Belep C HOr' A0 rOJIOBBI.

— Ewe! Ewe!

Boxa Gexana ¢ Hero pyubsmu. BaTiomka Gexan 3a
HUM M KpH4Yan:

— Kyzna Bbi? Kyaa Bwi?

Ho oH yxe MeTHyJCs MOKpDbIM YepHbIM KOMKOM B
AbIMHYIO MacTb JBepH, OTKyJa MOYTH BCJeX 3a TeM, Kak
OH BbIGexaJ, BLIGPOCHJICS OTHEHHbI fA3bIK W JIM3HYJ Lla-
PaxHyBUIYIOCSt TOJMY.

Bcnex 3a HMM, Kak B rumHo3e, GpOCHJIOCH HECKOJbKO
napHeii. Kpuku npeBpatuiuchk B 6ypio BonJeii; HapoJ, ABH-
Hyacst K u3be, TOYHO XOTesa CXaTb, Pa3laBUTb ee, MOTY-
IUMTh TUIaMs CBOMM JbIXaHHeM, cJe3aMH M 06e3yMHBbIMH
KPHKaMH.

Ho yx B aBepsix nokasajics AbskoH. OH AbIMMIICH,
ropeJ, HoO U30 BCeX CHJ BOJIOK 3a C06010 4TO-TO. JlecaTKH
PYK YXBaTWJIMCb 32 Hero, MoCnelHoO BLITAIUWIH ero; NMapHH
noAXBaTHIM ero Houwy. Boxa /MBHEM moaunach Ha AbSIKO-
Ha. YepHuuka, o6Gxuras pyku, Tauuila C JAbsSIKOHA Kad-
TaH, He 3aMeyasi, 4TO Ha Heil caMoOil ABIMHTCA M TJeeT
naatbe. JbsikOH mokasajcs u3 KadTaHa Becb 4epHbld, Kak
roJIoBellKa, OT Hero Liej nap, OH C XpHUIOM M CO CBHCTOM
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BAbIXaJ4 BO3AYyX, HO NPH BCEM TOM BeceJo yaAbIGaics.

— BoT Tak naamenb aickmil... B0 caaBy boxuio! —
XpHUneJ OH, — 4YyTb He 3aJ0XCAl...

Ero o6cTynuny, pagocTHO cMesauch. Bariowika uyTb
He OpOCHJICS eMy Ha Luel0 W CO CJe3aMH, PajlOCTHO ro-
BOPHI:

— U 6osinca xe a!

— Jlymanu, cropuiib! — KpHYaIH MYXHKH.

JbSIKOH MOCMENBAJICS.

— 51 xuTphiii... B Boje He TOHYy M B OrHe He ropio!

N oGepuynca k cBoeit Holle.

— Xus au?

— LlenexoHeK, 0. ABAKOH... HHYEro, OTABILIKTCS.

— Hy, n nycts eme, Bo umsa locnoxue, cro Jaer
NpOXMUBET... Yy MeHsi pyka Jjerka! A 3a kadraH cnacu-
60: 1 B HeM, Kak B o6iake, myTeleCTBOBAJ.

Codponbiu TOonTan KadTaH HOraMM M yrpioMo Gacui
Kak-6bl OTKYJAa-TO M3jajeKa:

— Tonbko 06/1aKO0 M OCTaNOCh!

...JToToN0K O6pywIH/CS B BOWLlee MJIaM$sl, H C TPECKOM
CTalu nagatb o6ropesliHe CTeHbl, 06pasys IIYMSLIHI KO-
crep. Bcé eme JeTemu MCKpbl, Kak 30J10Tble Nuesbl, U
6arpoBbiii ApiM BCE€ yGeran BBepx. Ho yx abiMa cTaHo-
BHJIOCH BCE 6OJibllie H OrOHb B HeM CMYTHO GHJICS, MPOPbI-
BaJCS U TyX. YepHbIMH, JIOXMATHIMH TEHSIMH METAJIHUCh MY-
XKUKH M GecmpepbiBHO mUeCcKaau Boay. Babbl xnonoranu
OKOJIO CTapHKa; OH Obl1 MOANajeH HeMHOro, Ho GoJblie
nepenyras, Bc€ mnjeBajcs caxell H HEMOHATHO pPacCKa3bIBal,
4YTO CBAJMJICH C HAD U TeM TOJLKO Cnaccs, MOTOMY YTO
npunaja K noay ¥ Abliajd B LIeJH, AbSKOH CpPa3y M 3ansyJ-
cst 3a Hero. Crapyxa MuKyJAMHA TO roslocui1a Haj CTapu-
KOM, TO Gpocanacb K AbSIKOHY W NMPHHUMAJIach LeNO0BaTh Y
Hero pykH, o6JMBas X cjae3amMu. A AbSAKOH 3aje3an B MOJA-
PSACHHK W rOBOPHJ, OLIYTIbIBast KapMaHbI:

— Bce au aeHbru-to uennr?

— JIo HuX au 6biN0, 0. AbSKOH!
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— UYTto 3TO BB, 6ATIOLIKA, KaK e He A0 HHX... 4YaTb,
3TO Hallle nponuTaHue!

[rama noxapa GbICTPO TYXJO; yJAHlA NOrpyxanach B
MYTHO-6arpoByio Mray.

Yepes uac AbSKOH M OaTiOlIKa CHAENH 3a YaeM B
npocropHoit u3be CodpoHbiua, B KOMNAHHH 3aKONTENBIX H
060X KEHHbIX MYXHKOB. UepHHUKYy ABSKOH yCaiWJl Ha Mo-
yeTHOe MEeCTO, NMOoJ GOXHHILY, M 3aCTaBWJI ee XO3AHHMYATb.

B n36e 6bu10 xapko M wWyMHO. Pasrosop wen o 3106e
3TOH HOYM: O TOM, YTO MHKY/HHA, COGHPasCb Ha MoJieGeH,
nosa6bla CBewy B CeHlaxX, OTTOro M 3aropenacb M3ba; xo-
powo euie, YTo He ObLIO BeTpa, a TO He yueiaeTb Obl M
Bceil nepeBHe. XKaneau MHKY/JHHBIX: PasOPHINCh CTApHKH,
6e3 npUIOTa OCTANUCh.

— Pa3sBe geteii HeT y HUX? — cnpawuBaj 6GaTIOWIKA.

— Bbun cbiH, Aa HenmyTeBblit Bbillea: OT JOMY OTGHJCS
nocje COJAATYHHBbI, GPOAMT MO CBETY, HEBEAOMO rAe.

— OAaMHOKKE, 3HAYUT, CTapUYKH-TO?

MyxuKku lWyMHO B3JbIXaJH.

— OauHOLLEeHbKH, KaK €CTb... MIOX0 MX Aeno! Jlose-
JAEeTCSl MO-MHPY XOAHTb...

JbsSIKOH ellle He yCmes MOMBITbCA: Gbl1 YepeH U B3be-
polleH, Jaxe HOC y Hero Obll, KaK y rajki, 4YepHblif, HO
BHJ — BeceJbli.

— TlourenHbie npuxoxane... BO MM boxue! — roso-
PHI OH.

U kak TOJBKO OH HayMHaJ rOBOPUTb, MYXXHKH MOBep-
THIBATUCh K HEMY M MPUHUMAIHUCh YablOATLCS BO BCE JHILO.

— 51 Bam oaHy GbuIb pacckaxy, a Bbl ee cefe Ha
yc nomoTaiite, BO umMa I'ocnogHe. A 6GblIb-TO 3Ta Gblia CO
MHOi. Cayunnoch 5TO B CTaphbl rojbl, ellle B Te MNOpbl, KaK
s B apXuepeiiCKOM Xope MneJ, H PYKOMECJO CBOe COBCEM
3a6pocui, a GoJblie C NMPUSITENSMH MO TPaXTUPaM XOLMI.
Bb1 s yenoBek Becesblil, U3 cebs KpacHBblil... uero cme-
elbCsi? — NMOBEPHYJ OH K YepHHYKe CBOH 4epHbIH HOC.

Ta yasi6anach J1aCKOBO, HO MoOJyana.

— Tbl He cMeiicsi, a BOT mnpuesxad-ka K HaM, Aa
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nopaccnpocu AbsSIKOHUILY, KaKoB sl GbLI MOJIOAELL... KOPOJb!
U 6Gbin 1 B Te NOPbl OXOTHUK BBHIMHTD, TaK... MAIYIO TOJIHKY...
BO caaBy Boxwuio... noka HOrM JepxyT.

— A Korjaa He 1epxyT? — yJablGHYJCS 6aTIOWKA.

— Torza yX pykamM nomorasl.. a JOMOW BCE-TakH
pobupancsi. Bor M cuxKy s Tak-TO pas, MOATYJsiBIUH, B
TPaxTHpe... OLMHOKO CHXY... BOLOYKA, 3aKyCOYKa mnepero
MHOM... MawuHy caywaio. M BXOAUT BApPYr npusitelb MO,
noptHoii CemeH VIBaHbIY, NOKOHHHYEK Temepb, 1LlAPCTBO He-
6GecHoe. ¥Y3eq y Hero MOAMBIWIKOI, — B YepHOM IIATKe,
YTO-TO 3aBsidaHO. — A-a! — rosoput. U s oTBevar: a-a!
Hy, ceiiuac Bbimuan. OH M pacckasblBaeT MHe: — CLUHMJ,
roBopuT, Ha reHepaia KanartysoBa mapaauyio dopmy, He-
Cy... 1A reHepaJ-TO OYEHHO CTPOrHii, BOT M 3awea st AJs
XpabpoCTH CTaKaHYMK MpPOMyCTUTb. [TOroBOpMIM MblI Tak,
BbIMWJM... yllea oH. Jla He MpPOULJIO M moJaydaca, Kak BOe-
raeT OH OmsiTh, yx 6e3 y3na, U JMia Ha HeM HeT: OJieJHbIH,
TPSICETCS, 1a KO MHe, 1a YXBAaTHJ MEHSl 32 PYKH.

«bpar, rosopur, Apyr, roBoput — mnorubejb Mos
OpHUILJA... XXHCTH CBOeH JOJXKeH i pelluThCA!».

Ja B cnesbl.

Baun 1 B Hero 6anb3aMy CTakaH, YCMOKOWJ ero, Tak
4YTO OH M rjasa BblTapamua. Hy, pacckasbiBaeT: — mno-
exas, FTOBODHT, Ha KOHKe, YTOObl NMOCKOpee, y3eJOK pSAOM
MOJMOXH/... Aa ¥ Bnan Kak 6bl B 3aTmenue. Ounycs, oras-
HYJICSl, a y3/1a-TO ¥ HeT! A MyHAMp-TO, FOBOPHT, C npoueii
aMMYHHIHE!l CTOMT CTO JABajlaTh UeAKOBbIX!.. 30By 4
NoJIOBOr0: OTBEAMTE, rOBOPIO, HaM KaOMHeT AJS pa3Mbill-
JeHHsl, ¥ MPHUTALUTE TyAa BCEro B MOJHYIO IJIENOPLHIO: Y
Hac BoeHHbI#t coBeT Oyaer. 3aceau mbl ¢ CemeHom HMBawbi-
4YeM B OTJe/]bHOE NMOMelleHHe, BbIMWIN U NPHUHAIUCH OGLY-
MbIBaTh... 2 TYT MHe ['OCMOAB-TO OAHO JeJNO M LIENHYJ.

— Croit! — rosopio, — CemeH, cTynaii ceituac g0moit
M YCMOKO# CBOIO Aylly, Aa AW MeHs K Beuepy, a s Koe-
4YTO MPUAYMaJa M AOMOIT moGery.

Bor npuwen s 10MoH, pacckasan BCE cynpyre CBOei,
¥ maaH CBOH OGBACHWI. A OHa MHe:
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— TbsHuubl Bbl 06a!l

A s Belb XMTpBblil... U FOBODIO eii:

— MbI-TO nNbsiHHLBI, TJIOXHE JIOAM, a Thl Tpe3Bad,
CTajo GbITh, XOpOLIas... BOT U NMOMOrH!

Yabi6Hysacb OHa Ha MOM C/IOBa, nouuia B APYryio
KOMHATY, Ja W HeceT CBOM MOJHbIE CaMOXKH, KOH TOJbKO
no Go/blUMM NpasjiHMKaM B LEPKOBb HajeBaja, — Moei
pa6otbl. — BoT, roBopuT, BO3bMH, a MHe MOTOM Apyrue
cowbelb. A Jo6uJaa OHAa Te CaMOXKH... U HAaJ0 MpaBALYy
CKa3aTb, He CanoXKH 3TO OblIH, a MpPOU3BeleHHEe — rep-
LOrMHe MNOA-CTAaTb: OAHM KabGJykH B NOJTOpa BepllKa.
IMpocnesuncs a paxe, o6Hsin ee. — Thl, roBOpIO, Y MeHsS
Ha cBeTe OLHA, a Jyuylle Tebsa Hukoro U Hety! [oGexan
S M0 3aKa3yMKaM, XOp Ha HOTM MOJHSJ, KOe-KOro M3 3Ha-
KOMbIX CBSIILEHHUKOB TMOTPEBOXWJ, M JaXe B KEHCKHil
MOHACTbIPb CMaxaJl... pPasbirpal eHHHbl CamoXKH B JOTe-
peto! KoHeuHo, He 3a canoxkamu rHamuch, a Makapa /Ba-
HblYa yBaxaau. Yepe3d HelenbKy sl AeBSHOCTO LIEJKOBEHb-
kux CemeHy MBaHbluy M BpyuHJ... OXWJI 4YeNoBeK. A ca-
MOXKHU-TO KTO BbIMrpal, Kak Obl Bbl Aymaiau? Hrymenbs
JKEHCKOr0 MOHACThIpSl, MaTb TauCHS... YK OYeHb MHOTO Mbl
TOrja CMeslIuChb, BO claBy Boxxuio!

U B u3be Bce cmesauchb. Boabuwe Bcex cmesiics Cod-
POHBIY; OH BeCb TPSICCSl OT CMeXa, U XOXOT ero 3By4aa Kak
6bl OTKYJZa-TO M3-NOJ 3eMJIH.

— A 1n0BKO oTel, AbSIKOH-TO MNOJABeJ, — 3aryjen OH,
— BEpPHO 3TO... HaJl0 HaM CTapUKaM-TO NOMOYb!

JbSIKOH Jaxce B3BUJCS Haj CTOJIOM.

— Mouogen, Bo caaBy Boxwuio!

MyXHKH IUYMHO OXWBMJIHCb.

— Bepno, pe6siTa... Kak e GPOCHTb CHPOT TaKHX...

— Ilomo-0-xem!

— Momomp yctpoum! — ryanen CodpoHbiu.

— ¥Ycrpo-o-um! B o0ZHO BOCKpeceHbe BCEM CeJIOM
u30y noctasuM, nywait xuByT! KTo GpeBHywKO, KTO X0-
LEeYKy... MUP — BeAHK 4eJIOBeK: XyAo JHu, OeXHO Ju, a
XHUTb MOXHO Oyner.
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U BceMm 6blI0 pagoCTHO.

— A#l na xbsikoH!

JIbSIKOH BeceJHuJICs.

— Ilo mo6Bu-TO, ApYy3bs, XUTb, H pas He Hajgo! A
Mbl K BaM 32 3TO GyAeM MOTHXOHbKY MNpHe3KaTb Tpe6bl
HCpaBAsiTb... M BaC K HaM MWJIOCTH MNPOCHM, BO HMs
Boxue! Bcem u Gyner xopoluo.

BaTtiomika TpeBoXHO A06aBuA:

— Tonbko yTOOLlI GAarOoYMHHLIA He AO3HAICH!

MyXHKM WIYMHO YBepHJH, YTO OHM — Hapoj Kpen-
KHif, HUKOMY He CKaXyT, a MOTOM CTajJH MNpOWIATbCi M
YXOLHUTb.

Korza oHH, HakOHel, OCTadMCh OJHH, OaTIOLIKA 3aTO-
ponuics GbUIO CNAaTb; HO JAbSIKOH CKa3sal, YTO BCAKOe AeJ0
Tpe6yeT XO3AHCTBEHHOrO PacNOpPSKEHHs, U NMOTOMY HeoO0-
XOJAHMMO CHa4ajia 1MepecyuTaThb AeHbrd. OH NPUHSAICS BbICHI-
naThb MX Ha CTOJ NOJHbIMH ropcTsamu. JleHer okasanocCh
MHOro, BC€ 6oJibllie MEJAH, U CYMTATh MX MPHILIOCH JOJrO,
Tak yTo 6aTiolliKka BoJeii-HeBOJel NMPHHAM B 3TOM y4acTue,
XOT# rJllasa ero COBCEM CAMMAAUCh. [IiTaku, TPEIUHHKH, ce-
MULIHMKH JOJIr0 3BEHEJU M 3BSIKAIM B THLIWHE U30bi, yCTa-
HaBJMBasCb B CTOMKH.

— IecTHaguatby py6aeit! — ckasan AbSKOH.

U pagoctho B3aoxHys. OH MOXOABHHYN K ceGe yeThipe
CTONKH M, BbIHYBLIM MJIATOK, CCbINajJ WX B HEr0 M NMPHUHAJICA
CTapaTe/bHO YBSI3bIBaTb.

Ho Tyt 6aTiolika MOTHXOHbKY CKasal eMmy:

— O. nbskon!

— Hy?

— Beapb 3T0 y Hac p0X0A-TO, TaK CKa3aTb... He TO-
ro... HeoduuuaibHblif, — cayyaitHo ocmoab nocaan. Tak

JaBaiiTe M pasjeldM NO-TOBAPHULILECKH.
— To-ecTb, KaK 3T0?
— TIonoaam.
JbsIKOH B3rAsiHYA YAHMBJEHHO.
— THonoaam?!
— Hy, za!
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JbsiKOH pacused.

— bBariomka, — cKasaji OH, — M03BOJIbTE... [103BOJbTE
Bac OGHSATb...

OH OGHAN M TOLENoBal ero.

— 3TO ... 32 AbAKOHHILY!

v

B 3aBaaummHo npuexaau K oGepy.

Y 6.1aroyHHHOro B 3TOT J€Hb CTPANANUCh AJsi rocrei
neJbMeHH, M OH MPHUIVIACKJ HA NeJbMeHH 6aTIOLIKY, Ha Abs-
KOHa e He 0OpaTW/l BHMMAaHHS, JMIUb XOJOAHO KHBHYJ
emy. U ¢ Buay 6aarounHHblil Gb1 XOJMOAHBIA, TOWMM, AJHH-
HbIfl, C JJIMHHBIM XYJABIM JIMLOM H AJHHHON 60pojoii, uBeTa
oueHb pbhxero. [y1a3a ke y Hero 6buM GecuBeTHble M Kak
Obl MepTBble: CJIOBHO CMOTpe] He 4eJoBeK, a -3aBOAHasl
kykna. M ry6Gel ero IBMrajuch TOXe KaK-TO MEXaHMYECKH,
CIOBHO Ha HeBHAMMBIX lIapHHpaxX. [OBOpHA OH MPOTSXKHO,
JMJMHHO, MENJIEHHO W BSJIO, TOYHO M30-pTa y Hero, Kak y
¢dbokycHuKa, TAHynach GeCkOHeuHast GyMajkHasi JIeHTa.

— Ilpo-wy-y! — TsHYyn OH, AJMMHHOH, Genoit pyko#t
ykaspiBasi 6aTiollike Ha JABepb B CTOJOBYIO, OTKyAa CJbl-
LIAJICSI FTOMOH T'0JIOCOB.

Hbsikon Bbiles Bo aBop. Ero Tomuao xeaaHuwe mo-
CKOpee OTNpaBUTbCH K (eabiliepy M noToM Ha Gasap 3a
NOKYNKAaMH; HO Ha JBOpe MOJ, HaBeCaMu OH YBHAEJ] MHOIo-
yucaeHHoe 06uecTBO, Nojo6Hoe cTae BOpoGbeB B He-
HacTbe. TaM, Ha rpsiiKax TeJjer, Ha ONPOKHHYTHIX 60pPOHaX,
a TO Y NpPsSIMO Ha 3eMJie PacMoJIOXKHJIOCh AEeCsiTKa ABa JAbsi-
KOHOB M TNCAJIOMIIMKOB, yXe JaBHO M TEPNeJHBO OXHAAB-
IUMX BEJIMKOro 4aca ucnbiTaHus. TyT ObUT TYYHbI AbSAKOH
BoxenomoB, u3 ouyeHp GoraToro Npuxoia, oieThiii B Be-
JIMKOJIENHbIA MOJAPSICHUK LiBeTa BeCeHHel 3esieHH, C 30JI0-
TOH LlenoYKOH Ha rpyau, AepxaBluuiicsi ropao U B OTAA-
JeHnd. TIpHCIOHMBIINCE K TeJIeXKHOMY KoJjecy, CHAeN Ica-
JOMIHMK BBIXHWIHH, U3 MOPJAOBCKOH JepeBHH, B PBAHOM
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CepoM MOAPSACHHKE, C JIMIOM CKyJAacTbiM, G6e3BOJIOCHIM,
3/IbIM H NbUIbHBIM, — OH MpHIUIEJ MelKOM 3a TPHAUATH
BepCT, — H C NapajuM4yHON NpaBoi pyKO#, OTYero, Koraa
OH KpeCTHJCH, pyKa ero 3abupajia Bbllle r0JIOBbl, a MOTOM
Jajee njeya. M noTomy Haj HMM BCe CMESJIMCb, a OH BCeX
HeHaBuzea. Eue Tyt Gbu1 absikoH SlcTpe6oB, JbICHIH, Bbl-
COKHMil YelOBeK C IpYCTHOi YJbIOKOH, W CbIH €ro, AbSiUOK
SlcTpe60oB, U3 Apyroro MpHXojia, poC/blif, BOJOCATHIA yesno-
BeK B uepHoii pyGaxe, pas6oiinnubero Buga. OHu Obliu
M3BeCTHbI NO BCeil enapXuu TeM, YTO JIeT yxe ABEHaAUaTb
CYAMIUCh ApPYr C APYroM HM3-3a TpeX COTEH KH35Ka, COX-
JKEHHOro OTILIOM, M HepyCaJMMCKOro CYHAYKa, MOXMIIEeH-
HOrO CbIHOM MOCJIe CMepTH MaTepH.

MHorux AbSIKOH 3Hal, M TeX, KOTOPLIX 3HaJl, 3BajJ MO
OTYecCTBY.

— A-a, MapkoBuy, — HanpaBwiCs OH K Bplxuruny,
— Kak MoxHuBaellb, BO caaBy Boxuio?

BbikuruH, 3acablliaB ero roJsioc, MOCHEWHO BCTas,
M, C JIMLOM BHE3aNnHO PAaclBeTIUUM PajOCTbio, TSHYJ CBOIO
NapajvyHyi0 PYKY KyAa-TO MHUMO AbSIKOHOBOH pyku. Hps-
KOH CaM noiiMaJsl ero pyky M, Kpenko noxumas, Cnpauusag:

— TpenbixaeTcsi B 6pioxe-To?

U rosopua oGoapsioie:

— Hunuero, nuvero, MapkoBu4y, He Tpychb, ['ocnonb
BbIYAUT!

BbiKMIMH XOTeNn 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, M He CKasal, TOJb-
KO MOJMYAJHBO Y/AbIGANACH M yXK He OTXOIMJ OT AbSKOHA, M
BCE€ MOYeMy-TO IJajua ero no mueuy. JbSKOHA OKPYXWJIH
M CTalM KajloBaTbCs, YTO BCeX OTOPBaJM OT paboThl, M
HEeBEeJOMO JJS 4ero: KaKHe XXe 3K3aMeHbl... WIM Ha CTa-
pPOCTH JIeT Y4UTbCSl JIOASIM, 3a6pocuBLIM Xo3siiicTBO? Jla
TyT, Aait Bor, ToibKO BpeMeHM Ha nponuTaHue AOOLITh...
U xomy 3T0 Hapo? SlcTpe6oB-0Tel| XAJOCTHO KpUYal, 4YTO
Cyla MpaBeJHOr0 HblHE U Y BJAAbIKM He CbICKaTbh, a KaKHue-
TO TaM 3K3aMeHbl MOBbILYMBIBAJIH, YTOObI JIOLEH MYYUTb.

— 5l — uenoBek abichil! — kpuyan fActpe6os.
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M B3maxuBajn y cebs Haj rojioBoi pyKaMH, CJIOBHO
OTTOHSI1 MYX.

— §1 oT rops BoJIOCHI NOTEPsL... YTO OTBe4aTh GyAy?

— A Bbl He jaymaiite, BacunbeBuy, 4TO OTBe4aTh-TO.

— Jla kak xe He aymaTb, Makap MBanbiu?

Makap VIBaHbIY TaWHCTBEHHO TMOJAMHUIHYJI.

— Tlocnoab mensxer!

W3 orpanenus AbsakoH BoxeiomMoB HacmelwlMBO OTO-
3Bajics:

— Cam He 3Haellb, HMKTO He ienHeT. S BOT BCé
3Hal0, Tak HHUYero He GOIOChH.

— Bcé-to Tonbko Bory usBectHo, Kupuibiu!

— U mue! IMoTomy uto 51 Bc€ Boxue CI0BO npounTal.

N BoxeloMOB ropio CMOJK B CBOEM OTJaJIeHHH.

— A ¢ 3Ha10 TOJBKO OJHO, — CKa3aJ SlcTpeGoB-oTel,
— yt0 ecTb ['ocnoab-6aTiolika... 1 He gonycTut OH MoeMy
CbIHY-pa300iiHMKY HaJ MpaBLOii TOPXEeCTBOBATb.

Y oH TOpONIMBO NPUHAJICA FOBOPUTbL YTO-TO 06 Hepy-
Ca/lMMCKOM CYHAYKe; HO SlcTpe6oB-ChiH rpy6o npepBaJ ero:

— $1 nyctb pa36oiiHuK, a Thl — BOp!

— Tbl Bop! — mnoGexan flcTpe60B K CbIHy, — Tbl
MaTepHH CYHAYK YKpal.

— A CKOJIBKO § MecCsllieB HaBO3 KOMMJ JJs KH3fKa,
Tbl YYUTHIBAJI?

— Paszopurean! Henouetrnuxk!

M nowen reanr. TwerHo nbiTaics Makap HBaHbig
NPUMUPUTL UX: ABSKOH M CblH HajeTequ APYyr Ha jpyra
neTyxXxamMd M BBIKPMKHBaJM OOMAHble cjioBa. I'Baat Bo3poc
JO TOro, YTO CTapas lienHasi cof6aka NMpPHHAAACh SPOCTHO
JasiTh, @ U3 OKHA BBICTABMWJIACh roJoBa GJaroYUHHOrO.

— YT0-0-0 cAyumnocb? — ChpaliuBajg OH, BSJIO Me-
pexeBbIBasi CJOBa.

SlcTpe6oB-oTel, GPOCUICS K OKHY.

— Bame BbicOkOGarocjoBeHue... pa3GoiHUK... ABe-
HaauaTth JeT... ChbiH... 1 MOAaBall..

Ho 6aarounHHbIi 3amMaxaj pyKaMH M NMOCMEIIHO CKPbLI-
csi. Cobaka ellle A0Jro MPOAOJKAM JasiTh U BOpuYaTh. 3a
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OKHaMH, B KOMHATaXx, CJbILAJKCh FOBOP, CMEX M 3BSKaHbe
pioMoK. JIbSIKOHA C CbIHOM, HaKOHel, pa3beiuHunH, U Ma-
kap ViBaHblY4 HaCTaBUTENbHO IOBOPH/ MM, a MOTOM M BCEM:

— B mupomo6uu xuThb nopobaert... B0 ci1aBy boxwuio.
Bnagbika MHe ckasan: Gna)keHHbl YMCTble cepiueM. A
CBapa 4eJOBeKy yWIM 3acTWiaeT: OH 'ocnoja He CJIBbILIMT,
n6o raac I'ocnoga THX...

VyeHbIfl NCaNOMIIMK, NpOLIEAWHH JYXOBHOE YHHJMUILE,
C YepHbIMH YCHKAaMHM M He 10 JieTaM BaXXHbIM BHJAOM, CKa-
3aJ1 C Jierkoi HaCMeluKOM:

— Tocnoab roBOpUT B rpomMe M OTHe.

Makap WBaHblu NOBepHYJICS K HeMy.

— A Tbl Goiics, korza OH 3aroBOpuT B rpomMe H
OrHe-to: TOraa yx mo3gHo ¢ Hum pasroBapuBath, — B
eIMHBIA AyX ucreneauT!

— A c Bamu OH, uTO XKe, — HaCMeXaJICH NCAJOMLIUK,
— B THILKHEe pa3roBapHBaeT?

— B TuxocTtH, Apyr, B THXOCTH... CO BCSAKHM uesOBe-
koM B TuxocTH. OH 3aBcerjia Tak: AyMaellb, COBCEM YeJO-
Bek nponaj, a 'ocnoab-To ¥ menHer!

— W Bam wentan?

— A kak xe! 51 noromy Hudero u He Goiocb. OH 3a-
Bceraa co MHoi, 'ocmoab-To. Kak urto, a O u TyT. BoT
HefaBHO OH MHe B COHHOM BHJAEHHM CMepTb Mocjala, a Ta
MHe camnoru 3akasana.

— Canoru?!

U Bce crpyaumuch Bokpyr Makapa MBaubiua, naxe
AbSiKOH BoxejOMOB ciierka npHABHHYJCS.

— 3aueMm e CMepTH Camnoru?

— Bcsikag Boxus TBapb X0/04 4YyBCTBYET... TOJbKO
BHJEHHE-TO 3TO Belllee ObIO: JOJIKEH 4YeJOBEK OIMH B
NpUXOoJe y Hac MOMepeTb, H MHe ObLIO YKa3aHO Canoru emy
ClKTh. 51 mowen K HeMy, a OH M 3aka3an mHe. U emy 3to
Ha nortpeby, Aa M MHe Ha MOJb3y BhHILIO.. ['ocmoab-TO
BCé K o6oloaHOoMy Oaary ycrtposieT. S1 3THMM canoramu
CMEpPTb-TO H NepexHTpio!

— Kak Tak?
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— OHa K JbsIKOHHLE NOAGHpaeTCA... a A JAbSKOHHILY
He JaM, HH 3a 4TOo He Aam! 51 ee, CMepTb-TO, B XKHU3HH YXK
JBa pa3a nepexuTpul.

— Kak xe ato 610, Makap MBanbiu?

— A BOT KaK...

N Makap VBaHbly NpHHAJICA pacCKasbiBaTh.

He3aMeTHO OH OKasajcs B lleHTpe 3TOi mecTpod ToJ-
Nbl; BCe BCTANM WJIH yCeJMCb NOG/IMKe K HEMy M BHMMa-
TEeJbHO CJAYLIAJAH, a OH NMOMECTHJICS BepXOM Ha KoJjece H
pasryaro/ibCTBOBAJ:

— B Te nopso! 9 ewe B ropoje xui, B 1eBAHOCTO BTO-
POM roxy 3¥o 6buIO, XOAWIa NO ropoly xonepa. Xoaut ceGe
X0Jiepa, KOCHT Hapoj MpaBoC/AaBHbIA, a 1 XOTb Obl WITO... H
He AyMaio o Heit, — aeno-to Boxbe. ITyckaft xoaut Boxus
TBapb, Ha Bora pa6ortaer. Y men s pas oT ofHOro 3akas-
4HKa, — XOpoluii Gbll1 YesoBeK, WITAaGC-KaNUTaH 3epHOB...
3aJaTKy fl OT HEero msTb LEJKOBbIX noayuusa, uay. Hascrpe-
Yy MHe BCE 3TO 4YepHble Teserd, a s XoTb Obl WITO, MAY,
nocBUCThIBal0. Y BAPYr uyBCTBYIO: MOAKATHIO... Bpa3 Tak!
W BHM3 M BBepx mouwo! 3abexan 1 B OAMH ABOp, NMPOUH-
CTHJCS... ONMSATb HAY... 3 MEHS U KODYUT, U THET, H MYTHT,
M BeChb CBET Mnepejo MHOH mo6Gexasn BmpaBo Ja BJeBO, Kak
Ha BOJIHAX MOPCKHX, a HET-HET Ja U BBePX HOraMH BCTaHeT.
W noma, n 3a6opbl, M TelerH, — nepenyTanocb BCE, a Co-
GopHast KOJIOKOJIbHSI TO4YHO 1o HeGy kpyru ueptut. Horu
MOLOTHY/IHCh... BUXY: najath yyHy! Ctan s Ha nepekpect-
Ke, r1a3a K HeGy Bo3Bed, wenyy: — ['ocnoau, nomorH, Ioc-
MOJH, HayYH... 1IeNHH, YyTo AenaTb! CMOTpIO Tak-TO BBEpX...
a Ha yriy AOMa, Ha TpeTbeM 3Taxe — pyka! U noka3sbi-
BaeT 3Ta pyKa NajablieM KyAa-TO... MOCMOTpea sl MO najb-
1y, BUXKY — BbiBecka: Tpaxtup! Cepaue Bo MHe B3birpa-
Jo... wenHya, aymairo, Focnoab-to! Jx, Obi1a He Gbuia,
noBupanacs... jaxe Cul1 npubbuio. 3abexan s eule pa3
BO JBOp, ONpocTan ce6Gsi CO BCeX KOHLOB, Aa B TPaxTHp, Aa

B OTJEJbHYI0O KOMHATY, Aa KpHYy: — POMY, KOHbSIKY, BOJ-
KH, PHMXKCKOro 6Ganb3aMmy... MO-FOCMOACKH IWTO-Obl! A Tam
3HaJM MeHs, cMmeloTcsi: — Makap HMsaubiy kyTtuUT! —
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JlagHo, aymar... 1a U Hy HaauBaTbCsl. Hanbioch, Ha/lblOCH,
c6eraio BLIMPOCTAIOCh, U ONATb HAJMBAIOCh, a GPIOX0 peM-
HEM M30 BCeX-TO CHJ CTsiHyJa. M Takoe moulio Kpy)eHue:
BCEé XOIMT, BCE MJSLIET, U YK TAe OAHO JHIO — TaM Ae-
CATb... A MOTOM MeHsi mpusTenb, noptHoit Cemen MBaHbiy,
M3-10J, CTOJa AOCTad M AOMOii NpeioCTaBHI.

Makap MBaHblu caenan pajoCTHbI KeCT.

— Kak pykoit cuano... Bo caaBy boxwuio!

Bce Moauanu, B 3ajyM4YHBOCTH NOKAayMBasi roJIOBaMH;
TOMbKO AbSKOH BoXejoMOB MpauHO ckasan:

— Bpaku! I'ocnoap nbsinuuam He nomoraet. 6o cka-
3aHO: KypWIbLIMKM Ta6aKy M HIOXaJbLIMKM OHOrO He BHH-
AYyT B LapCTBHe HebGecHoe.

— Jla 1, Kupuibly, He Kypio U He HIOXalo.

Jbsxon BoxeLoMOB ropio mnoxana mnjedyamu.

— Bcé pasno!

B stoT MomeHT BbIxMruH, BCE nepixKaBluuiics Bo3ne
Makapa MBaHoBMYa M BCE XOTeBLIMil €My YTO-TO CKas3aTh
(oH HMKOrZa He MOr mMoxO6GpaTb HACTOSILLUX CJIOB U TOBO-
pPHI He Te, KakHe HajoOHO), BCKpHYald BBICOKMM TOJIOCOM:

— ¥V MeHs... MeHd... TOXE...

U npunan emy k nuiedy, u 3amsiakad.

— ¥Y... ymep....n1a!

Inakan oH THAxesO, He 3aKpbIBasl I71a3, TOJNbKO CJie3bl
6exand no Juuy.

A Kpyrom Hero CMesIUCh.

— MopaoBka nomepJa, 3a KOTOPYIO OH CYAHICS-TO...
ABJOTBS... C HazagHUKOM!

BbKMrHH MOBEpPHY/NCS K HUM C MCKaXXEHHBIM JIHIIOM.

— CB-BOJ-710uM! — 3aKpuyaJl OH CKBO3b CJe3bl, —
OHa MHe... OHa MHe Oblila... OHa MHe...

Ho oH Tak M He MOr ckasaTb, YTO OHa eMYy, U OMNSThb
3/10, NMBUIKO, CKBO3b CJie3bl BbIKPUKHUBAJ:

— OmHa... OHa TaM... JIeXHT... a f... 3K3a... IK3aMe...
fl... MIOXOPOHHUTb He MOry... ...

[Moyemy-To cmestuCb BOKpPYr M 6ackoM, W B OKTaBy,
a BoixMruH Heseno BbIKMABIBAJ CBOIO MapajUuHYI0 PYKY:
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— CBo...CB-B-BO...

Ho Tyt u Makap MBaHb4 npuilies B THEB.

— Yro Bbl 6€COBCKMM CMEXOM-TO CMeeTeChb?

— Jla Beap... no M060BHMIe miaveT!

— A Bbl HUKHUTe! HHITO /MOGOBHMIA He YeJOBeK?
Xpuctoc M GAYAHHMLY MPOCTHI.. BO caaBy Boxuio. A Bbl
HUIITO CYAbH?

Bokpyr cmyumeHHo cmoakau. A Bbhxurun xsatan Ma-
kapa ViBaHbl4a pykamu, NbiTasicb OGHATDb €ero.

— Mu...Jblii... OHa... Belb... OHa MEHS... KQCOPYKOTroO...
OHa... Belb...

W onaTb OH HMKaK He MOr CKa3aTb, YTO OHa; a Makap
MBaHbldy raagua ero, Kak AMTS, MO roJoBe M yTelial,
nepeGupasi pasHble MHJble CJOBa M BCIIOMHMHAas 3HaKOMBIX
cBsThiX. Ha ABOpOBOe KpbIbLO BHILJAA AEBOYKA, MECTPO
pa3psixeHHas, U 3BOHKO KpPHKHyJa:

— KoTopnle absiukn M AbSIKOHA.. 6aTiolika Tpe6yioT!

[TecTpoe 06LLECTBO BCMOJNOWIMIOCH H, OTPSAXHUBASACH,
NpUrJaxmuBasCb, OXMBJEHHOH rypp6oifi HanpaBuiIOCh B
aoM. B Toame SlcrpeGoB-oTew, npoTucHydaca kK Maxapy
VBaHblYy M TaMHCTBEHHO MpOLIENTaJ €My Ha yXO:

— A Kak Bbl ayMaeTe, CTapuk, exeau B CunHox mno-
AaTb?

— O uem 3to, Bacuanu?

— Kacarenbno cynayka-to?

Makap MBaHbI4 B3rasiHyJ Ha Hero CTporo.

— W k Bory ¢ uncteim cepiuem: OH LIenHeT, 4TO
caenatb!

flcTpe6oB-oTel, LOCaAJUBO OTMaXHYJCH.

3ana 61aroYMHHUYECKOr0o AOMa, Kyla COOpaluch 3K-
3aMeHywouyecs, O6buia GoJbluasi, HU3Kasg KOMHAaTa, MPOCTO
o6CTaB/ieHHast, C OOW/IMEM CTApHMHHBIX CTY/beB, LBETaMH
Ha OKHaX, MOPTPeTaMH BJAJbIK Haj CTapbiM KJeeHYaThbiM
anBaHoM. KpaueHbiii moa Gbl1 YKUCTO BBIMBIT, JaXe JOC-
HUJCS, M TsKesble, NMblIbHbIE CanoOrd BXOJAMBIUUX POOKO M
C omackoii mo HeMmy crtynaau. B yray 6iu3 u3pasioBoi
neyu cTosa GOJbLIOH JIOMOGEPHBIH CTOJ C 3e/eHbIM CYKHOM,
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nepej HUM y CTeHbl — KpecJo AJjsi 61arouyHHHOro, M eiue
TpH CTyJa A WIeHOB GJaro4MHHMYECKOro CoBeTa M ac-
CHCTEeHTOB. JIbSIKOHA MpOLIIX B NepeiHUil yroa k ob6pasam,
nojaiblie OT CTOJNA, W C HCNYTraHHbIM BHAOM NOTHPAaIX
PYKH, a NCAJIOMILMKH XaJUCb MO3aJAH AbAKOHOB. I HMKTO
He pellaJiCsl CeCTb; BaXHO paccelics TOMbKO AbSKOH Boxe-
AOMOB. SlcTpe6oB-oTel, CXBaTHACH ObLIO ONSATb C ChIHOM,
cny4altHO OKa3aBLIMMCSl MO-COCEJACTBY, HO MX TOTYaC xe
HCNYTaHHO PO3HSIM M pa3beiWHWIH. Bbikurud BCcE Jaep-
xancs okoso Maxkapa MBanbiya. Makap MBanbly Hukorja
He GbIBaJl HM Ha KaKMX 3K3aMeHaXx, H eMy OblIO JII0GONbITHO
M HEMHOro CTpallHO, HO MOTOM OH Jae MOrOpAWICS H
nogyman: — kabbl JbSIKOHHLIA MOCMOTpeJa Ha Hero ceiuac,
KaK OH oTBe4aTb OyzeT. A TO, YTO OH B OTBeTax OJ/eCHeT,
OH HMMaJO He COMHeBaJjcs: cayxOy-To oH, cnaBa TeGe,
TFocnoau, u3yunn 3a BoceMb JeT... a YTO GYAYT BOMPOCHI
NOMHMMO CJyxO6bl, OH Jaxe He MOJO3peBas.

Bor aBepb cTana MejJieHHO OTBOPATLCH; BCe 3allle-
BeJIWINCb, a MOTOM 3aMepJu. BaxHo Bblwies 61arounHHbIN
¢ kunoit 6ymar; Gymaru pasjoxu1 No CTONYy, CaM yceJcs
B Kkpecho. [losiBuiacs vepHblil, TYy4HbIii CBSILLEHHHK C CYypO-
BbIM JIMLOM, APYroi eiwe ToJLle, TaK YTO C TPYAOM Ipo-
TOJIKHYJICS B IBepH, U Gbl1 co6010 BeCb KaKOH-TO cepblit U
KaK Obl He XUBO... U ellle OAWH MaJleHbKHH, PbLXKHii, BO-
cTphiil. Bce oOHM, roBops noaywOnoTOM, paccenuch 3a
CTOJIOM: YepHbIil psifoM C 6Jaro4YMHHBIM, a Apyrue no Go-
KaM. DBaaroumHnHblii B3sin Kakyio-To Oymary, He chnelua
Hajel O4YKM M, CTPOro B3rVISHYB MO HanpasjeHHIO MecTpoil
TOJMbI 3K3aMEHYIOIUMXCSA, MELJEHHO Hayal YUTaThb KOHCU-
cTOpCKHiA yKas3, 3akjioyaBLiuii B cebe apxuepeiickoe pacno-
psixkeHHe O TNPOM3BOACTBE 3K3aMEHOB JJISi MCNBITAaHMS B
NMO3HaHMM MCTHH MNpPAaBOC/JaBHON LEPKBM MJIAJLIMX YJIEHOB
kaupa. Ho uneHbl k1Mpa HUYEro He MOIVIM NMOHATH U3 3TOrO
YTEHHS, MOTOMY YTO GJIarOYMHHbINH MOJOJTY JKeBaj Kax aoe
CJIOBO, Jesiasl K HeMy NMPUCTAaBKM M MPH 3TOM Kak Gbl Urpan
ry6amMH Ha HeBMAMMOI IapMOHHH.

— A... ap...xuepeiickuil... ga-a.. BoT!
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B komHaTe aymHo G6blio, M rie-to Ouaach Gojbluas
MyXa B CTekJ0. beckoHeyHasi, Bssag JieHTa C/IOB BCE THAHY-
Jach M30 pra 61arOYMHHOro, Kak y 3aceinaiwouero ¢okyc-
HMKa, ¥ Ka3ajJoCb, OH HaMaTbiBaJ ee cefe Ha pyKy, noMoras
ei0 B yreHuu. Cepblii GaTiolIKa Apemas U YK COBCEM CTal
NOXOANTb Ha mokoitHuka. Ho BOT 6JaroduHHBIA MOJOKHI
6ymary Ha CTOJ, a Ha Hee CBOIO 6enyio, IJMHHYIO PYKy H
cKasaji:

— Bcra-a-HbTe!

JomKHO ObiTh, 3TO CJOBO MOJArajoch MO Kaxko#-TO
nporpamme, Tak kak M 6e3 Toro Bce cTosa. Toraa 6.aa-
FOYMHHBIA MEJJIeHHO MOJAHSICS U CaM.

— Tlomonumcs-4... noiite «Llapio HeGeCHbIit».

JIbSIKOHA M TICAJIOMILMKY TIOBEPHYAHCh K MKOHAM, MpO-
nead JOBOJBHO CTPOMHO YKa3aHHYI0O MOJMTBY; HO Gia-
rOYMHHOMY MOKa3aJoCh 3TOr0 Majo.

— Eme moau-u-TBy nepej, yue-e-Huem!

Ho MoauTBbl 3TOH HMKTO He 3HaJ, a KTO M 3HaJ,
IXaBHO no3a6bbu1. Bce uckoca nocmarpuBanu Apyr Ha Apy-
ra M noTajJkuBaduM Apyr apyra Jokrtem. [loxoauno, uro
MJI3JHUX YIEHOB KJIMpa NMOCTABWINM B YroJ, U OHU CTOSJIH
TaM B CMYLIEHHH, CITMHOIO K 3K3aMeHaTOPaM.

— Hy? Yt0-0-0 xe? — Toponua 6Jaaro4yHHHbIHA.

Bce momnuanm.

— He 3na-a-ere?

Kro To rayxo orosBancs:

— 3ab6bum.

— Hy, Toraa ... Toro... npo4nTa-a-1o... MOMM-H-TeChb!

M 6narouuHHbli CaM NpPUHAJICS YUTATb MOJHMTBY; HO
YTO-TO OH YUTAJ e€e OueHb JOJIr0 M HUKAaK He MOT KOHYHTD,
MOTOMY YTO, MOAXOASl K KOHIY, Ha KaKOM-TO CJoBe COM-
BaJICsl onATh K Hayany. OH Hayal OTAYyBaTbCsl U 6GarpoBeTh,
M nomoraTtbh cebe pykamH, GyATO yTOmajq M MbITAJCH Bbl-
nabiTh. HakoHel, ero cnac uepHblii CBSILLIEHHHUK, NMOJCKa3aB-
WKt HyXHOe C€J10BO. BaarounHHbIi onycTHACS B Kpec/io B
KpaiiHeM CMYILeHUM M 1UenTaJ COoCeny:
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— Kakoe-e 06cTOATENbCTBO-0... 3aKOJAOBaHHOE Me-
cro-o!

Caenany noBepKy ¥ CTajy BbI3bIBaTb.

— Bbxurun!

Icanomiuk Bblllea K CTOMY.

Makap HMBaHblu cMmoTpen Bcjel, M eMy O4eHb OblIO
ero Kajiko... Jlnio BbiKHMrUHA MOJAepruBajgoch, HHKHAS ry-
6a cTpemuiach yilTH Briepel, U OH ee BCE BTSArHWBaJ, GoJb-
Hast pyka 6bl1a NpMXKaTa K TPYAH, a 310pOBast He HaxoAuiaa
mecTta. OH HCNyraHHO B3IVISIHYJ Ha PasJjIOXKeHHble MO CTOJY
6yMaru, TOYHO TYT COGMpaNUCb CYyAUTb ero, 6pocuI MyT-
HbI B3rJIsi Ha 4YepHOro CBALIEHHHKA, CTPOro rJsiAeBlIEro
Ha Hero, OomycTHJ rjasa u 6ojee He MOAHMMAN HX.

— Hy-y-y, — 3aTsHyn O6/narouuHHblif, — 4YTO BbI
CKaxKeTe-e-e... OTHOCH-H-TEJbHO... TpPeAMeTa Cero-o... Kak
ero-o... Aa-a...

M o6epHyscs K YepHOMY CBSILLEHHUKY:

— Bonpowaiite, o. Jleonun!

O. JleoHuz 3aroBOpHJ TYCTbIM I'0JIOCOM, MENJEHHO U
OTYEeTJIMBO, CJOBHO He TOPOMSCh PyGUA UYTO-TO OYeHb
TBepAOe.

— Kro0 6bu1 nmepBbIM MpaBeJHUKOM?

BbikHruH MoJavas.

Cepnlif GaTiolIka cJerka BCXpamHyJ M MCMYraHHO
nonyoTkpb1 riaasa. M3 cocepHell KOMHaThl JLOHOCHJIHCH
B3pbIBbI CMeXa M 3BOH PIOMOK.

— Hy-y-y? — TaHyn 6JarouuHHbIN.

A cam, NpHUKpBIBILY JIAJOHbIO POT, HarHyJics K o. Jleo-
HULY.

— ¥YnoBarenbHo-0... Axam?

O. Jleonux OoTpULATENbHO Ka4yHYJ TOJIOBOH.

BaarounHHblii cMyTHIICS.

— Tak BOMPOCHUTE INoJie-e-rye...

O. Jleonun cnpocua:
— Kro 661 Uncyc Xpucroc?
BbikMrHH Mosyan.
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TyT yx pbDkuit 6aTiOllKa, BbIKasbiBaBIUMA HeTepne-
HHe, 3aBepTeJIC Ha CTyJe M 3aroBOPHI CKOPOrOBOPKOiA:

— Yro xe Bbl, Bogbl B poT Habpamu? oBopure, ro-
BOpHTE... OTBeuaiiTe: KTO Xe Obl1 ['o-cno-ap Ha-w Hucyc
Xpucroc?

BboxHruH MmoJayai.

Pboxuit 6aTiolika Bbillea u3 cebs.

— [Jla Bbl B Bora-To BepyeTe? — 3akpuyal OH.

BBLKMIMH nogHaa raasa.

— Bepyio! — mymHo npowenTan oH.

U cnenan nonbiTKy nepekpecTHTLCS, HO PyKa ero yuuia
KyAa-TO 3a roJioBy, U BCe NPHHSJIHCb CMESATbCS, a MCaJoM-
MK TyCcTO, A0 cJe3 BCmbixHyJd. WM Goablie He CKasan HH
csoBa.

EMy 3aganu euie HeCKOJbKO BOMPOCOB, HO, BUAS TLie-
Ty CBOMX MOMBITOK, ¢ MHpoM oTnycTwiaH. OxHako, oroitas
OT CTOJa, U YXe B ABepsX, Bbixxuruxn o6epHysCca M CKasan
3/7100HO:

— bByay Baagbike... xajnoBaTbCs!

3a cTOJOM NpULIIK B HeLOyMeHHe, nowenTtanucs. [lo-
TOM BBI3BAJIH HECKOJILKO MOJIOABIX MCAJOMILMKOB, OTBEYaB-
wux G6ONKO, HO HeBMonaj, KpoMe OJHOr0 Yy4YeHoro mnca-
JIOMLIMKA, KOTOpbI BAajiCs Jaxe B MoApoOHOe 0OBSCHe-
HHe «TailHbl CBsiToft Tpouubi», U ero ejaBa MOrJIM OCTa-
HOBHTbD.

-— JloBOJIBHO... XOpoLIO.

-— Ho s nomxeH eme 0O6BbACHUTb OTHOCHTENBHO 3Ha-
yenuss Cs. Hyxa...

— DByazer... 10BOJBHO.

[NcanoMuuK OTOLIEN C COXaJleHHEeM.

Makapy MBaHbluy CTaHOBMJIOCH BCE Gosblie He MO
ceGe. OH NpUCAYIIMBAACS K BOMpOCaM M OTBeTaM, H YyB-
cTBoBal ceb6st Kak Obl B JpeMyueM JecCy: yX TYT JLeJO
6bUIO He B OJHOM CJyxeGHOM yCTaBe, a B YeM-TO TaKOM,
B 4eM OH He MOr U pasobpatbcsi. Bnpouem, oH ceifiuac ke
M yTewua ce6sfi: — 4YTO He 3HAIO, OTBeYy MO Pa3yMeHHIO.
U3 1bsSIKOHOB He BBLITOHAT, M NMPUXOJA XYXKe He HalAyT.
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— Huyero... Tocnoap BbiyauT!

Bokpyr Hero yxe LienTasuch, 4TO Majo3HaWMX Gy-
AyT mnepeMellaTh Ha XyJAUIMe NPUXOAbl, M JHIA Yy BCexX
6blIM pacTepsiHHble, KPOMe AbsKOHAa BoxenoMoBa, KOTOPBIiH
6bl1 yBepeH B cebe HemokoaeGMMO.

BoizBanu BoxepomoBa. Bolulesn oH ropao, U Ha BO-
Npochl OTBeYal C OTTEHKOM Jaxe HEKOTOpOil BaXXHON
CHUCXOIMTEJIbHOCTH.

— Krto 6bl1 nepBbIM npaBefHHKOM? — TMOBTOPHI
CBOi1 BOMpPOC YepHblil CBSLLEHHHK.

JbSKOH OTBeTH], He 33a4yMbIBasiCh:

— Caranaun!

BaarounHHblt faxe packpbul poT B Buie GYKBBHI O.

— Carana-a?

JbSAKOH BaXXHO MOATBEPAMI:

— Hal

— M3 kakux ke 3TO Bbl CBSITIEB B3s/IM? — CYpPOBO
yCMexHyscsi 0. JleoHuA.

— W3 kuuru 2Kusora, cupeub BuGaun.

A pbhxuit 6GaTIOIIKa CyeTHICS:

— TlycTb OGBACHUT, MYCTb OGBACHUT... MYCTh!

BoxeaomoB yabiOGHyaCS ropio.

— Bcye 06BsicHATD... che peueHo GbicTb! Korxa eue
HU He6Ga, HM 3eMaM He ObLIO, a yX HeMel, Ha 3a6ope TpyG-
Ky KypHa.

— UYr0-0? Yro-0?

— Kakoit nemen?

— OOGBIKHOBEHHDbIH HeMell... KOTOpPbif TPYGKY KYpHT.
A xak 3BajaH, — He CKasaHo.

Penxult GaTiowika jpaxe B3MaxHyJl pyKaMH OT Hero-
AYIOLIEro BOJIHEHHUS.

— Jla npuueM TyT HeMmel,?

— MWmesit yun cabiiiaty, aa cabiuut. Cue — npurtya.

Caranaun-to xto? Eme xorpa Hu He6a, HU 3eMaH He GbLIO,
a Y OH aHreJoM ObUL.. KTO JKe MepBblil MpaBeLHNK-TO?

HeBoMbHO BCe 3acMesiIMCb, Jjaxe cepbiit GaTIOLIKA
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OXHJ W NpPOroBOPWJI KAaKHM-TO MOFHJbHBIM rOJOCOM, He
meBeast TyGamu:

— BoT Tak JAbSiIKOH: YOpTa B NpaBeJHHKH NpoHu3Be!

Ho cmex 9TOT BO3poC A0 YAYLIIMBOrO XOXOTa, KOrAa
AbAKOH Ha BOMpOC:

— Kto BHHOBHHMK mepBOpOAHOro rpexa?

OTBeTHN1 C BaXXHOCTBIO:

— Anam... n ero magam.

U npu sTom cmoTpen mo6GeAoOHOCHO.

Ho panbiie cTano yxe W TPyAHO HMETb C HHUM JeJO.
OH 3Han pelnTeNbHO BCE, U HH Mepej 4YeM He 3aTPYAHSA-
csi, oTBeyaJ OOCTOSITENbHO, CO MHOXECTBOM CJAaBSAHCKHX
peyeHuit, HO HMKaK HeJb3sl ObUIO NMOHATb, O YeM OH roBO-
put. BaarounHHblif gaxe no6GarpoBel M HEPBHO TJIafu
ceGe Gopoay, 3axumas ee B KYJaK M TOCTENEHHO Bbi-
nyckas. OH nepe6uBan JAbSKOHa NMpPOCLGOIO: OTBETHTb He-
NOCpeACTBEHHO Ha BOMPOC.

— CnpawuBaiiTe, — ropao roBopul1 AbSKOH, — A
BC& 3Haio!

— Jla Bexb 51 e BaC M Crpa-a-lUMBAIO: JJIi 4ero-o
cxoxun Ha se-e-mio I'ocnmoap Hawm Mucyc Xpucro-o-c?

BoxelOMOB mnpe3puTeNbHO YJABIGAJACS M C OTTEHKOM
NpeBOCXOACTBA M CHHUCXOAMTEJNbHOCTH HAYHHaJ TOBOPHUTH,
YTO AMaBOJa 30BYT «HCKHil KOro MmOrJIOTHTH», K60 OH pbl-
mwert, NMojo6HO TaTH, B HoWM. B nucaHum ke ckasaHo:
«p)Ka He TOYMT M TaTb He MOJAKAaNbIBaeT».

— Hy, xopowo. A past yero xe XpUCTOC-TO CXOANA?

JIbSIKOH TOPKECTBEHHO MOJHSJ naJjelL:

— MWmegqit yun cabiuaty, Aa cabiur!

Ero, nakonen, octaBuau B nokoe. OH ropao yaamuiacs,
W Makap MBaHbIu cablilajl, KaK YueHblil MCAJOMLIHK, CMe-
fICb, MpOLIENTaa eMmy:

— Ja Bbl XOTb Obl CKasanu: AJS TOrO, MOJ, YTOOBI
TaTh He MOJKamnbiBaJa.

Boxei0oMOB OTBETHJI MpPe3pUTENbHO.

— Mmuoro 6yayr 3HaTb!

Makap MBaHbIY MPUTOMWICS, OTOLIEN B YroJOK U NMpPH-
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ceJl 3a TOJMOW Ha CTyJ, NMpejaBasCh IPYCTHbIM pasMblllie-
HUSM O JIbSIKOHMIE, KaK BAPYr B 3ajle MOAHAJICH BeJHKHH
wym. BeiaBanu abskona flcrpe6oBa. M kak Toabko Slcrpe-
60B BbIllIe]l K CTOMY, OH MOJOXHJ Ha CTOJ CJOXEHHbI B
yeTBepo JAMCT Gymard M ObICTPO Hayajd rOBOPHTb, He JO-
XHAAACh BOMPOCOB, YTO ChIH €ro B MOTHJIY CBOJMT.

— Jla 3aecb He cy-y-a! — ckasan G6Jaro4uHHbIN.

— B cyabl-To % nopasaj... yepe3 Bac e, Balle Bbl-
cokobaarocioBeHne. JlBeHaauaTh JIeT, Ballle BbICOKOGJaro-
cnoBeHue!

— 3aecb 3K3a-ameH!

— Kakoit MHe 3k3aMeH... /1 abichlit yesoBek! ko Ean-
ceil. 1 yx oT ropst Bcé nepe3aGb1. Epycanumckuii CyHAYK,
Ballle BbICOKO6JarocjoBeHHe... MaTepPHO HaC/leACTBO!

W3 Toamnel paspancst rpy6blit roJoc:

— A xu3sik KTO CXer?

JbsikoH 06epHyJCS M BCMETYIUHJCS.

— Teo1 Bop! Thi BOp!

— A TBl cxuraredb!

3a cTos0M npuuLM B BOJIHEHHe. BiarouuHHbill MeTau
PyKaMH, KaK Ha IUApHUPAX; YepHblil CBSAILEHHUK BCKOYMJ
U TpO3HO KpH4aJ, 4yToObl 3amona4anu, Ho SlcTpe6GoB-oTel
npbiraa y CToJa, rpo3us CbiHy M BOMMSI:

— MWau, uau cioaa... k cyny!

— Uny!

— Wam, nan, Bop!

— MHny, cxurarenn!

CobiH BbICTYnHA M3 Toinbl. B BonHeHMM OH 3acyuuBan
pykaBa cBOel 4epHO#H py6Gaxu, KaK Obl FOTOBSICb K Cpaxe-
HHIO; JIMLIO ero, Kpyryoe Kak GJMH, BbIpaxano CBHPENOCTb,
Ha Bcé& roroByio. OH wes, TBEPAO CTynas NbUIbHbIMH Ca-
noram.

— Oraait moil Ku3sik!

A 1bSKOH HaCKaKHBaJ Ha Hero:

— Oraait mo#t cyHayk!

— Hasos moit BepHu!

— MarepHo GaarocjoBeHHe BOPOTH!
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K HuM cGexanuchb JAbSKOHA M NCAJOMILHKH, YXBaTHIU
MX 3a pykd, ONarOYyMHHBI 4YTO-TO KpHYaJd, H Kpuyal
o. JleoHun, u cyetuncsi ppxuit 6aTiomwka. Konunnochr Tem,
YTO MPHLIJIOCh YAAJIHTb CbiHA M3 KOMHAThl, U JAbSIKOH TOT-
yac octbul. EMy po/iro o6bsicHIM, YTO 31eCh COOpPaAnCh
No BJAAbIKHHY PpacrnopsiKEHHI0 JJS MCMBbITAHHS HHUBIUHMX
4JeHOB KJMpa B NHCaHMU. JIbSIKOH MOpraa riasamMH M
rpyctHo yabi6ancs. Korpa e 6narounHHblii 3ajan emy
BOMpOC:

— Kro npenan Uuncyca Xpucra-a?

JbsIKOH ropsiuo 3aroBOpHJI:

— §1 abichiit yesoBeK, Ballle BbICOKOG/IAroC/l0OBeHHe.

— Hy Tak yrto-0-0 xe?

Y IbSIKOHA BBICTYMHJAH CJe3bl.

— MHe weCTbAECST IIECTb JIET, Balle BbICOK06Jaro-
clioBeHue!

BrarouuHHblil COBCeM paccepauics.

— $1 cnpamuBalo-10: KTo npexan Uucyca Xpucra-a?

— MHepycanumckuit CyHAyK, Balle BbICOKOGAArocnoBe-
HHe... MaTepHO HaCJeACTBO... Mpoly npuHATL Mephl! Bce
CYAbl mpolueJ, Balle BbICOKOGJArocCJOBeHHe... rje nmpaBja?
JIBeHa-a-A1aThb JIET...

Ha Hero maxHysau pyko#.

Hactynuna TopxecTBeHHasi MMHYyTa Ans Makapa Usa-
HbIYa.

— TaBnosckuit ApskoH KososopoTos!

OH umnHO, He cnelua, Bbiuea Kk ctoay. I[ToBepHyics,
NOMOJIWICS Ha 06pa3, 3aTeM MOKJOHHICH CHASIILMM 3a CTO-
JIOM KaXJOMYy B OTAeJbHOCTH. BLIHYJ CBOM Kpyribie OYKH,
nouemMy TO AYHYJ Ha HHMX, OCeAJal MMH HOC M BO33pHJICH
Ha 6JIaroOYHHHOrO.

— TotoB, Bo umsa locnopne!

Bcé€ 3T0 6blIO CAeNnaHO YHMHHO M TOpxkKecTBeHHO. Jly-
XOBHble Jaxe TMeperasHy/JuCb: BOT, MAeCKaTh, HaKOHeLL
HAaUIM MYyJApena, C KOTOpbIM GyieT Jjerko. BiarounHHbiit
ciesan pbkemy OaTiollike 3Hak Bompowartb. Peoxuil 6a-
TIOLIKA He CMPOCHJ, a BbIMAJHI:
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— Yrto 3Hauut BbipaxkeHue: Tpouua-Eannuuna?

JbSIKOH NOCMOTpes C COMHEHHEM.

— Tpouua?

— Ja, Tpouua-Eainnua.

JAbsikoH moaymai.

— Tpouuy-To % 3HalO, — 33aAYMYHUBO H MeJLJIEHHO
NpOoroBOPHUJ OH.

— Hy?

— Jt1o CaBaod, u CoiH ero Xpucroc, u ewmwe [Hyx
Ceatniit. A EafiHuubl He 3Halo... Bor ee Bejaer, 4To 3TO
Takoe! — 106aBHJI OH CO CKPOMHO# HaWBHOCTBIO.

JlyxoBHble ONATb NMEPerasHyMuCh W YJAbIOHYJHCh. Pbi-
wuil 6aTIOWIKA ONMATb CIPOCHI:

— CkoabkO B MpaBOCNaBHOI LEepKBH TAMHCTB?

JIbSIKOH CKJIOHHJ TOJIOBY M MOAYyMals.

— CKko/nbKO MX, B TOYHOCTH He CKaxy, a nepecdu-
TaThb MOrYy.

— Cuyuraiire.

JbAKOH MOAHAN PYKY M, 3arubasi najiblibl, MepPeYUCIs:

— KpecTunbl, noxopoHsl, 6pakonoBeH4YaHue... 06eLHs,
BeYepHsl, BCEHOLIHOe GAeHHMe... M collecTBHe Ha 3emmo I'oc-
noxa Hauwero Mucyca Xpucra.

OH omycTua pyky.

— Hroro cemn.

BaarounHHblit pasBes pykaMH M XJOMHYJA ce6Gsi HUMH;
o. JleoHna caenan xecT HerogoBaHus, a cepblif GaTiouika
BHE3AMHO OXHJ M 3aTPACCH OT CMexa.

JbsiIKOH MONpaBu/l OYKH M C HAMBHOCTbIO CIPOCHJ:

— Huwro, omn6es... Bo umst Boxue?

— Tlouemy xe, — rpy6oBato cnpocua o. Jleonus, —
COlLIeCTBHE Bbl CYMTaeTe 332 TaUHCTBO?

— HenoHsiTHO cHe yMy uYeslOBeYeCKOMY.

— A pasBe BosHeceHHe NoHATHee? Wiau, Hanmpumep,
coumiecTBue BO afx? Moxet GbiTh, U 3TO TAHHCTBA?

Ha 3T0 AbSIKOH OTBETHN yXe C YBEepPEHHOCTbHIO:

— Her.

— Jla nouemy xe?
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— BosHecTHCh TO Jerue, 60 ¥ BCsiKas Aylua yeJOBeKa
Mo npecTaB/JeHUH BO3HOCHUTCH... B OOMTeNM PalCKHH... WIH
BO aj CHyCKaeTcsi C momouibio MypuHoB. A kak T'ocrmoab-
6aTiollKa B TJIOTb OGJEKCS, — HEMOHATHO... TAUHCTBO!

BnarounHHelit Haulesa, YTO BOMPOCH! 33aJaOTCA He MO
pa3yMeHHIO BOMPOLIAEMOro, U CaM MOTSAHYA M3 ce6Gsi AJMHH-
HY10 JIEHTY Bompoca:

— Ha uyem naa-a-san... jxa-a.. naaBa-a-a [ocnoab
Ha-a-w... Mucyc Xpucroc no osep-y I'enncaperckomy-y?

JIbsiKOH cJlerKa 3aKpbil Ija3a, npeacTaBun cebe peky,
WIHBIPSAILHUS O Hell CyAa, U OTBeTHN Ge3 MpOMeNJIeHHs :

— Ha mnapoxoze!

OTBeT Gbl1 Takoil HeoXHAAHHBIN, uTO coOpaHue He
BBIEPIKAJIO, He BblAepxkadu AbSKOHA W NCAJOMILMKH, NOA-
Hsiics o6wmit xoxor. Ho JAbSAKOH HHUCKOJNBKO He CMYTHJICH
M BeceJlO OIVISHYJICS:

— BoTt u xopoio, passecesunia... Bo cnaBy boxwuio!

Cmex Obl1 MPORO/IKMTENbHBIH, a NMOTOM pbixuil Oa-
TIOIIKA CKasaj:

— Tlomunyiite, 0. AbSKOH, pasBe X Toraa OblLIH na-
poxoabi?!

JIbSIKOH COKpYIIEHHO pa3Bes PyKaMH, Kak Obl CHMUMas
c ce6sl BCAKYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD.

— Ilapoxoapl, — CTPOro Ckasaj uYepHbIif CBSILLEHHHUK,
— cyTb M300peTeHHe npouuioro Beka. B Te e BpemeHa
JIOAM MJaBajJy NMONPOCTY, Ha KopabJeue.

Jbsixon o6GpapoBascs.

— Bot BepHo. A nonpocTy-TO M Jyulue!

TyT cepblit 6aTiOlIKa, CTHPast MJIATKOM C raa3 cJjesbl,
Bbl1aBJIeHHble CMEXOM, 3aroBOPWJI MOTHJbHbIM TOJIOCOM, He
weBess ry6amu:

— A IpSIKOH-TO MHe HpaBHTCH. A ceM-Ka s Bompouwy
ero.

— BonpouwafiTe, 0. Buranmil.

— OTBeTb-Ka, AbAKOH: anoCTOJIOB 3Haellb?

— Kak xe He sHaTb-TO...

— A B yeM HX NpH3BaHHe M YEeM OHM 3aHHMAJMHChH?
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Ha 3T0 AbSIKOH OTBETHJ HEMELJEHHO:

— [Io cneunanbHOCTH.

— Kakoii? — Bo33puics pbikuit 6aTiollKa.

— doma cToasp Obur

— OrTKyaa 3To Thl 3Haellb?

— MWuueiickomy unapio gsopely, ctpoua. A Iletp poibak
Obl1. A KOW, MOXET, MOPTHbIMH M CamnOXXHMKaMu ObUIH, He-
M3BECTHO. 3HAI0 TOJIbKO, YTO BCe JIOAM NPOCThie U Heyye-
Hble, HO YHCTble CePALLEM CBOMM.

— He T0-0, — Hamopumiacs 61aro4YuHHBINA.

M yHbIO MOTSAHYJ CBOIO JIGHTY:

— He T0-0-0... TYT cnpa-a-UIMBAIO-T... Ja-a... NOYeMY
anocToJbl-bl... 1a-a, anoCTOJbI-bl... Ha3bIBAIOTCS ano-0-0-0-
CTOJIAMH-U?

JbAKOH 3ajymancs.

— TIlo cmeunaabHOCTH, — MOBTOPHJ OH HeyBEPEHHO.

— Ka-ko-0-#?

JbsikOH 4YyBCTBOBaJ, UTO B3MOK, W MepBblii pa3 omy-
ctua rosoBy. Ho TyT B3rish ero ynman moj CTOJ, U eMy
MeJbkHyJa OJaectsuias Mbicab. OH NMpoOJOJIKAM CMOTPETb
Noj CTOM M YXMBLISICS.

— Yr10-0-0 Ke MOJYH-H-UIb? — YHBLIO FOBOpHUJI 6Jja-
FOYMHHBIH.

— Jla BOT Ha CamoxXKH Ballli CMOTPIO. 3anJaTOYKH-TO
IVIOXO MPHUCNOCOGJIEeHbI...

BaarounHHblit yBes HOry moj psicy M CepAMTO HacTO-
pOXMICS.

— A Tebe uyTO-0?

— Jla Beab 9 ke, — PajOCTHO CKa3aJ AbSIKOH, —
macrep! B ropoay y mens, BoceMb JeT Hasaj, Ha Huko-
JlaeBCKOH yJMue coO6CTBeHHash MacTepckas Obwia. 1 Ha
ry6epHaTOpUly pas MOJNYCanoOXKH Aejal.. C BHIKDYTacaMHu.
He roBsopio yxe o rocnojax BOEHHbIX M KyneyecTBe, Ha
co6GopHoro mportouepeusi, o. BuHorpaackoro, mokoiiHuuka,
11apcTBO HeGecHoe, O6YBb LIMJ... 2 HOXKA-TO Y HEero Aeju-
KaTHasl, ¢ M030Jibi0! Tak OH, GbIBajo, HafeHET M CKaXeT:
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MepcH, 4yago moe! Ha Braabiky TOJBKO He WIWA, JAOCeEae
cKopO6JIIo...

U abSIKOH JyKaBO NOJXMMIHYJL.

— XoTHTe, Balle BbICOKOGJIArocjaoBeHHe, s U3 STHX-
TO Cano>KKOB BaM aTaHje C KaHu(obIo caenaio?

BsiarouuHHbIi CMOTpes BO BCe Ia3a M jJaxe Kak Obl
pacTONbIPHJICS.

— Yro-0? Yro-0?

— 3a nepBhiit copT 06co10xkKy!

BaarounHHblit HepelHTENbHO BbIBE] HOTY M3 MOJA PACH
M B3rJsHYJ Ha canor.

— A pa3Be elle MO-0-XKHO-0?

— ToBap uszanu BuxY... onoek Ko6psuiit. Exenn ram-
6yprckue COIO3KM HAJIOXHTh, ellle BeK NMPOHOCHTe.

JIbSIKOH MOAHSAJ naJjel.

— Bo cnaBy Boxuio!

BaarounnHbiit cTan MeAJIEHHO pacuBeTaThb YJAbIOKOH;
POT ero OTKpBIBAICS, Kak Obl Ha lIapHMpax, U OTTyAa
MOJMJCA MeJAJIeHHbI, 6aCOBUTBbIN, OTPBIBUCTHIH CMeX:

— Xxa...xxa...xxa!

M Bce ayxoBHble 3a CTOJOM CMESJIMCh, H TOYEMY-TO
nocMaTpHuBaiu Ha cBoM HOrH. Cepblit 6aTiolIKa COBepIIEHHO
0XMJ, Kak Obl BOCKpPeC M3 MepTBBIX, BeChb Jeprajics H
TpenbIXajcsd Ha CBOEM CTyJe M Yyxe pyKo#l cMaxuBald C
rna3 cuaesbl. Poikuit 6aTiolika Kak Gbl ChilajJ MOPOLIKOM, H
cypoBo yabi6ancsi gaxe o. Jleonna. A GnaroyuHHblt Bce
OTPBIBUCTO TyAes:

— Xxa...xxa...xxa!

OH nepecTan jaxe HaNOMHHaTb MEXaHHYECKYIO KYKJY,
M peyb ero OXXHBHJACh.

— Tlocro-it, mo-cToil... uynak-aAbsakoH! A Kak xe 3K-
3aMeHbl-TO? Ha Bonpoc TO oTBeua-il: mouemy anocToJbi-bl
Ha3bIBAIOTCSl ano-0-CTOJaMHU?

JbSIKOH ONATb JYKaBO MNMOAMHIHYJ.

— Jla 1 yxe ckasaa: mo cnenMaibHOCTH. BoT s ca-
NOTH yMeIo WHTD... a AbSKOH, bory cayxy! Y onu cayxuam
Bory.
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— Kax?

JbsiIKOH pasBes pyKaMH.

— A yx srtoro s He 3Halo. Ko, MOXeT, CBSlLIEHHH-
KaMu OblIH, KOM JbSIKOHaMH, KOM Abs4KamH. Jlymaio TOJb-
Ko, yto [laBesn y HUX HempeMeHHO apxuepeeM Obll, MOTOMY
— MNHcajl OYeHb MHOrO; Joceje €ro mMMCbMa MO LEPKBaM
YUTAIOT, BpoJe Kak Obl pe30/IOLMH: YTOObl XKeHa Myxa
6osinach... ¥ NMojo6HOe, uTO BO caaBy Boxwuio!

BaarounHHblit yxe CTal HanOMHMHaTb HEPUXOHCKYIO
Tpy6y:

— Xxa...xxa... J0BO-0-JIbHO... XOpoI110-0!

Bcran v kpuyan:

— TIlepepuiB! [lepepris!

U maxan pykoio Ha AbSKOHOB M TCAJIOMIIMKOB, YTOGbI
OHM yXOAMaH. JbsikOH nolwesa 6buIO 32 APYrMMH, HO OJaa-
FOYMHHbIA CKa3an eMmy:

— A TBL.. TOr0-0... 0OCTa-a-HbCHA-1!

v

JlyxoBHble OKPYXMJM JAbSIKOHA W MOBEJIM B CTOJIOBYIO,
rie B o6aakax TaGayHOro AbiMa OH YBHAEJ MHOXECTBO
JLYXOBHBIX TNEPCOH, CMYTHO PHMCOBAaBIUMXCS, @ y CTeHBI
60/1bLIOI CTOJI, CIUIOWb YCTAaBJIEHHbII BUHAMU M 3aKYCKaMH.
U korza 6narounHHbl, ¢ M106€3HOCTBIO aBTOMAaTa, NMpPOBO-
AW AbSIKOHA CKBO3b TOJMY K CTOJY, AOPOry MM, KaK or-
POMHasi TeHb, 3arOpPOAMJ HEBEPOSATHOH BBIINHBI CBSILLEH-
HHK M, BO33DHBIUM Ha JAbSKOHA C BBICOTBI CBOeH, 3aryaeds,
KaK FPOMajHbIi LIMesb, Cllerka MOKayuBasiCh:

— Koro Buxay?! Jla HeyxTo x... Makap!

Maxkapy MBaHbliy npHIIIOCH MO KO3JIMHOMY 3aApaTh
rojioBy KBepXy, 4ToObl pasrisiieTb, KTO roBoput. Y oH B
BOJIHEHHM M B PajOCTH NMPOKPHYAJ TOXE KaK-TO MO KO3-
JIHHOMY :

— IlepeBep3eB! Boxe moii!
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MNepeBep3eB WMpPOKO pa3bpocun pykH, 3ajeBas Co-
cepeil.

— Tlp-puau... novenomkaemcs, Kynano!

JIbsikoH TOxke pa3bpocall CBOM MajieHbKHe DPY4YKH, HO
npuiiTH eMy GblIO TPYAHO, TaK Kak, MO 3aMEYaHHIO KOro-TO
M3 MNPUCYTCTBYIOLIMX, Ha KOJIOKOJBHIO MOXHO BCXOAMTb
TOJMIbKO NO JieCTHHUE. TaKk CTOS/IH OHH HEKOTOpOe BpeMst H
CMOTpeJH APYr Ha Apyra pacTpPOraHHo, a BOKPYr HMX rpy-
awnach Tosana. HakoHel, KOJOKOJbHS cOGJMaroBosMjia CO-
FHYTbCS B TPM moruGea, M AbSKOHa 06Jal0 samaxamH
BCEBO3MOXHBIX BHH M 3aKycoK. Ha MuHyTy OH Kak Obl
ucue3 B Macce XKeCTKMX KyApeli U B BUXpe OOBATHS, Aaxe
npunoHssulero ero ¢ noia. O6bATHA PaCKPLUIUCL U KOJIO-
KOJIbHSl BbIMpSIMUJIAch, ocTaBuB Makapa HMBanbiua cierka
NOMSATBIM M Kak Gbl BO BCe MeCTa KOHTYXeHHbIM. IloTupas
60Ka, OH rOBOPHJ PajOCTHO:

— Orkyaa? Otkyna? U uepefl... Bo cnaBy Boxuio?

— Ilo uuny MenbxuceznexoBy, Kynamno!

— Ja kak xe? Korza? Ioyemy?

IlepeBep3eB MaxHy/a pyKko#l, TOHYHO 3auenuyg YTo-TO C
NnoToJMKa U GPOCHI Ha MOJ.

— Bce, 6par, mponuien npoiuesa.. BOT M AONPONH-
Jaeunics!

Bokpyr xoxoraiu, a IlepeBepaeB ryaen:

— Bruinbem... kak B npexcHHe BpeMeHa, korja Bo Hop-
JAaHU Kynanacs.

U TlepeBep3eB B3sa AbSKOHA MOJ PYKY M NOBJEK ero K
CTOJly, KaK NoBap meTyxa Ha 3akjaaHue. Ux oxpyxuiu u
JbSIKOH CHENaJCA LUEHTPOM BHHMAaHHMs: eMy NMpejjaraid TO
OIHY OYTBUIKY, TO APYTYl0, M KaMAblif XOTel eMy HaJUThb.

Ho absikoH TBepro ckasani:

— Her. {1 Baagbike obemian He nUThH!

M TOpKECTBEHHO MOAHSI DYKY.

— $1 cBoemy clIOBy XO03siMH... BO claBy Boxwuio!

N TyT ke emy npHIOCL OGBSACHSTH, KaK 3TO Mpo-
M30LIJIO, KaK OH Kynajacs Bo MopaaHu, M KaK M3 camnox-
HHMKOB nonal B AbsikOHAa. U caymaTs 3TO 6bUIO Tak Becelo,
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YTO KOMHAaTa HaMoJHWIaChb XOXOTOM M TraMoOM, H o0/aka
AbIMa BOJMHOBaMUChb. B paccka3 absikoHa BmyThiBajics Ilepe-
Bep3eB M yBepsJ, YTO AbSKOH B OAHY MpopyOb HBIPHYI, a
B JApPYryio BblHbIpHYJ. JbSKOH ocnapuBan 310, a Ilepesep-
3eB CTaJ KJAACTbCS U GOXHUTBLCS, YTO OH CaM Buiea. Toraa
JAbSIKOH BbIlIeJ M3 3aTpPYyAHeHHs, ckasaBwu, yto Ilepesep-
3eB Gbl1 TOrAa B TaKOM COCTOSIHMHM, YTO BCE BUAE] B IBO¥i-
HoM KosuuecTBe. [lepeBep3eB Bnaj B 3aiyMYMBOCTb H C
BBICOTHI CBOeii-nporyaen:

— A BO3MOXHO...

[ne-To, CkBO3b LIYM, CAbILAJCS TAry4Hii 6acok 6aaro-
YHHHOrO:

— Be-e-pa-a!

— Tbl uto, UBaH IleTpoBuu?

— Tloau-u-ka ciopa-a... 1 Tebe BOCbMOe-e UyAO CBe-
e-Ta mnokaxy-y!

— Ceiiyac, VBan IleTpoBuu, — s meJbMeHH JOJENbI-
Balo.

Ceprlii 6aTiollka B KPMHATe y CTOJIa MPeBPaTHICS CO-
BepIIEHHO B XXHBOI'O 4eJIOBEKa, OH He OTXOAMJ OT JbSIKOHA,
M BCE noxoxaThbiBaJ, Kak Obl M3BJeKass CMeX OTKYLa-TO U3
XHBOTA, M, HAKOHell, 3arOBOPHJI, He lueBeJsi ry6aMH, CBOUM
MOTHJIbHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— A Tbl MHe, IbSKOH, HpPaBHUIUbCA.. A Clied MHe
canoru!

JbSAKOH pafocTHO 0GepHyJCs.

— Mory... Bo umsi 'ocnozne!

Cepbiit GaTiolika OTBeJ AbSKOHa B CTOPOHKY M 06b-
SICHW €My, 4YTO Camor¥ eMy HYXHbl OCOGeHHble, MOYTH
KpyrJble, coBceM Ge3 ¢acoHa, 60 HOrM €ro CTPaXLyT, W
MM HyXXeH MOKOH.

JbAKOH OTBETHJ YBEPEHHO:

— KapeTtnl caenaio.

— A TO0-TO... CByMeelllb JH?

— He u3BosbTe 6eCnOKOMTLCS... He canoru GyayT, a
BJIAJbIKHHBI TMOKOH!

Cepniit 6aTiollIka OT yAOBOJBCTBUS ONSITb CTaJ U3BJe-
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KaTb M3 XHUBOTa cCMeX. JIbSIKOH moyecas B 8aThUIKe, MOCMOT-
pes Ha Hero MCKOca M OCMEJHJICH:

— 3aparouek Obl...

Cepenlii 6aTiollka MrHOBEHHO Kak Obl ONMATb NpeBpa-
THJICSL B MOKOHHMKA. JIMIO ero BLITAHY/NOCH M 3aCTbLIO, OH
3aKpbUI I71a3a H NMPOU3HEC OTKYAa-TO U3 IJIyOMHbI MOTH/b-
HbIM T0JIOCOM:

— Ckoabko?

— Jla camu nocuMTaiiTe: roJOBKH CTOST TPH CeMbje-
CSIT, a moJyylle U JAOpOXKe,— OOBACHAN AbSKOH mpodec-
CHOHAJIbHBIM TOHOM, — HY, TaM TMNOJAOLIBA... MOAHAPAL
HY2HO, rBO31H, TO, ce. PyGaeit nsitb Hago Gbl...

IMocTosiB B BujAe MyMHH, cepblif 6aTiolika MeLJEHHO
OTKpBII ryasa.

— Pyns!

— Jla nomuayiiTe... 4TO Xe Ha pynb CAefiaellb?

Cepniit 6aTiolIKa ONATH 3aKpbUI Iiasa, Ha HEKOTOpoe
BpeMsi yMep M IVIyXO NPOU3HEC MOTHJIbHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— JBa!

Ho Tyt abskoHa kak Obl BETPOM YHeCJO B JAPYryio
cropoHy: IlepeBep3eB NMOAXBaTHA ero MOA PYyKy H, mopo6-
HO Ayxy OypH, yBjleKk ero B YKpPOMHbiii yrosok. Cepbiit
6aTiollIKa elle pa3 NMOBTOPHJ MOTHJIbHBIM 'OJIOCOM:

— JBa?

Ho, packpbiB rsasa, yBupan mnepej co6oit mnycroe
MeCTO, H HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi CTOs1 B HexoymeHHH. [lepeBep-
3eB Xe B 3TO BpeMsl B yriy TaMHCTBEHHO rOBOPHI:

— Taanu!

M BbiCTaBMA HM3-NOA PSACH CTOAMNOOOPA3Hyl0 HOry B
IIMpoyaiuX mapoBapax, NoKa3biBasi Canor, CrJjollb CoCTO-
sBlWIKIl Kak Gbl M3 paH, MJIOXO 3a6MHTOBAHHBIX MOJYOTOp-
BaBLUMMMUCS 3aNJaTKaMH.

— Moxeuws?

JbSIKOH Bnal B HeJOyMeHHe, M NOCOBETOBal CAeNaTh
HOBble; HO [lepeBep3eB Ha 3TO CKasal, YTO MPHXOJL Yy HEro
GexHblil, U Gosibllie ABYX pyOJell OH Ha 3TO JeJO aCCHrHO-
BaTb He MOXeT. VI roBopua elle, 4TO Canoru eMy HYXKHbI
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TOJbKO AN Mapapy, a AOMa OH, PaiH 3KOHOMHH, GOCHKOM
XOJMT, AbSAKOH Xe, MO CTapoi ux ApyxGe, ROMKeH ycay-
KHTb €eMy.

— TMomuuwb, Kak s Te6 U3 NPOPYOH-TO BLITACKHUBaN?
A xBa py6as xoTb cefiuac mosayuu.

— Hy, — ckasan apsikoH, — AaBail... H3 OCTaTKOB
TOBapa TaKue JaTKH HaJaxy... Ha NPHEM K apXuepeio MATH
He CTBILHO.

— Xopouwo caenaelb?

— Kak renepan-aeiitenanty!

JbSIKOH B Ty e MHMHYTY NMOJHSJICS B BO3LYyX M HEKO-
TOpoe BpeMsi Kak Obl HOCHJCS M MOrubajn B XKECTKHX Ky-
CTapHMKax W NpOJeTal Mo BUHHBIM norpeGkam, rie emy B
camoe yxo Kak Obl peBesa Gyps:

— Bexpb, s Te6a mob6mo, Kynano!

Hakoneln, Becb M3MATBHI, OH OMYCTHJICA Ha 3em/i0, a
IlepeBep3eB ryaen emy:

— Ceiiyac ¥ canoru CHuUMY.

— A kak xKe BblL..

— A a4 xajqomu HajgeHy.

Cepblit GaTiowKa yX ONsTb BepTeNCs BO3Je M roBO-
PHJ1 CBOUM MEPTBLIM rOJIOCOM:

— Tpu!

Ho apsikoHa yxe craau Gpatb HapacxBaT. BaTiowku
OJAMH 3a APYrMM TSHHYJH K CeGe XbSKOHA, COBELIANUCh C
HUM TO MyGJAH4HO, TO OTBeAs B yrosok. OfHH xKajoBajicst
Ha TECHOTY B NMOAbeMe, APYroil Ha KaKHe-TO «BCEMECTHbIE
HaxaTtua». He ycnen M ONOMHMTBCS ABSIKOH, KaK y Hero
yxe ObIM Ky4d 3aKa30B, NMpHIJalleHHil nmpHexaTb, YTOGHI
M CeMefiCTBO OOGLINTDb, a B KapMaHax 3a3By4alo cepe6po u
3/1aTO B TaKOM OOGHJIMH, YTO AbSKOH YyXe He 3aKpbiBaa pTa
B BeceJsiofi y/biGKe, M HalOMHHAM YeJOBeKa BeCbMa MOJBLI-
nuBLero. I'1e-To 10CTa/M ra3eTHbI JUCT U HOXHHLLLI; Absi-
KOH Hape3aJl TOHKHX IOJIOCOK, HaGHJI MMH KapMaH M TNpHu-
HSAJICS CHHMaTb MepKH. UepHblil CBSILIEHHHK TOXE€ OTBJEK
AbSKOHA B YroJ W FOBOPHJ, YTO OH TaflKOM XOAHT Ha 0XO-
TY H HYXHBl €My K canoram JJMHHble rojenuuwta. Ho o
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PAAHICS TakK, YTO U3MYUMJ AbSKOHA, NPHOABJ MO rPHBEH-
HUKY, MO ABYTPHBEHHOMY, TaK YTO JbSIKOH B3MOK. M Bcé-
Taku M3-3a pybas pasouniucb. [ToTOM BCe NMOTAHYJMHCH K
CTOJIy W MPUHSVIKCh BbINMBAThb C WIYTKaMH M npubGayTKamH.
JbsikoH Toxe ocmenaunacsi. OH JaBHO yxe MOCMaTpHBaa Ha
CapAMHKH, W NOAHSBLIH OJHY Ha BWJKY, NMOHEC ee KO PTY...
HO Bpa3 OCTAHOBHJICS, MeJJIEHHO MOJIOXMUJ ee 0OPaTHO, B35
OCTaTKM Tra3eTHOrO JIMCTA, CBEPHYJ] ero MNaKkeTHKOM H,
JIYKaBO MHMIHYB AYXOBHbIM, CHOBA MOJALENHJ CapAMHKY.

— He nperpewy?

— Ha popory, uto A, AbSIKOH, 3anacaeuib?

— Her, f... IbSIKOHHIIE... OHA Y MEHS...

CiioBa ero moTOHY/M B BeCeJIOM LuyMme

— Knaagu, knagu ewe...

— DBepu!

— BoT s13bIKk KOMYeHBLIH...

IlepeBep3eB coBan eMy Gajblka.

— Ilpsyb... 6aarounHHbIi-TO GoraThbiit!

Y nbsikoHa o6pasoBaicsi 6osbluoil nmakeT, U OH COBaJ
ero B KapMaH, pajoCTHO YJbI6aschb.

— Crapyxa-to 6yaer paza... Bo cnaBy Boxuio!

B sto Bpems Bbia M Matymwka. OHa 6bu1a TOJCTAS,
pyMsiHasl, Becesasl, C YePHbLIMH IJ1a3aMH, a JMLO y Hee 4y-
TOYKY ‘B MYKe.

— Pexomenny-y-yo, — TsiHya Glaro4MHHbI, — BOT
Ha-a-1l JyXOBHBbIf — MacTep Ca-a-NMOXHbIX Ae-a!

— Papa, pana, — mo6e3Ho rosopuia mnomajbs, Mo-
XUMas JAbSKOHY PYyKY, — OCTaBaiTeChb C HaMH nejbMeHel
OTKYLIaTb... Cefyac BOT, KaKk 3K3aMeHbl OHM KOHYaT.

— Her, cnacu6o, He mory.

— OcraBa-a-iica-g, — rygen 6Jaro4YuHHbIMN.

— Het, — ynpsamuiacs AbsIKOH, — MHe K cCTapyxe
Hajo... OHa y MeHs CKylwuBasi. BotT mokynku caenaio, Bo
nMs TocnogHe... v gomoii. BaTioluka, — o6epHyJacs OH, —

CKOPO noeieMm?
— Jla kak ynpaBHTECb, O. JbSKOH.
U apskoH HaoTpes oTkasajcsi OoT mneibmeHell. Torjaa
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MaTyllKa CKa3aja, YTO OHa ceil4ac CBapMT €My XOTb Tape-
NOYKy, ¥ mo6exana B KyXHIO, M CKOPO BepHYJach C AblMs-
weifica Tapeakoit neibmeHed. JIbAKOH yceJacs C HMMH B
YTOJIOK K CTOJNY, YAHHO M CKPOMHO KyllaJ HX, NMPHCAYIIH-
BasfiCb K LIyMy, HanoJHsABIIEMY KOMHATy, a CaM AyMaJ, uTO
Xopowo Gbl MeJbMEHH-TO 3aXBaTHTb JAbSKOHHIE, JAa He
AoBeselllb MX, U TYT XKe peliWs pacCnpOCHTb MATYIIKy O
crnocobe MX NMPHUrOTOBJEHHS, YTOGBI CAaMOMY TNPHIOTOBHTH
IbSIKOHHLIE U TEM MOPa3UTb W MOpanoBaTb ee. M ayman ox
TaKkxe O TOM, YTO BOT KaK XOpOIIO BCE YCTPOWJIOChb: Te-
nepb OH JOKTOpa, 00S3aTeJbHO CaMOro JAOKTOpPa, MpHria-
CMT W Ha AMCKHMX ero joctaBut! M oH samyckan pyky B
KapMaHbl, HallynblBaJl TaM JEeHbr'M U PajOCTHO LienTa’a C
HaGHMTHIM NeJbMEHSMH PTOM:

— Tocnoab-To... B CaMylo TOYKY wienHy:x!

Mexay TeM LIyM B KOMHaTe HayaJ MPHHUMATb Xapak-
Tep BceoOllero cnopa, ¥ jaxe kak 6bl ccopbl. IToBox mno-
Jan pblxuii 6aTiOlIKA, KOTOPBI IAie-TO KOH(HIAEHIHMAILHO
6ecenoBal C YepHbIM CBSILIEHHMKOM 06 3K3aMeHaX, HaxOAs
MX COBEpIUEHHO S HM3LIEro NMPHYTA HEHYXHBIMH M Jaxe
cmelwiHbiMH. Ha 310 0. Jleonua Bo3paxad, 4YTO HH3LIHe
YiIeHbl KJAMpa CyTb COJIAAThbl LLEPKOBHOH apMHH, M JOJIXKHBI
B COBepILEHCTBE 3HaThb BeCb LEPKOBHBIN, KaK OH BbIpaxaJ-
Csl, apTHKYJl, 9K3aMEeHbl e NMOABUTHYT MX K €ro U3yUeHHIO.
Otciona pa3roBop mepellesl KakKMM-TO 06pasoM K BOiiHe;
CBSILEHHHKH CTaJH MPHCJAYIINBATLCS M BCTABJATb CBOM 3a-
MeuyaHusi, npuyem [lepeBepseB nporyaen Kakyio-To epe-
THYECKYIO MBbICIIb.

N Tyr-To BOCmamuacs cnop. lllapkas nmo komHaTe
OrpOMHBIMH Kajowamy, [lepeBepseB rynes, Kak rHraHTCKHH
LIMeEJTb.

— Koun, py6H, BbIBOpauMBail KMIUKH... 3 AJS 4Yero xe
B KOJIOKOJIa-TO TPe3BOHHMTD ?

EMy cramum mymHO Bo3paxaTh, a cepbiii GaTiowka
NnoYyeMy-TO MNPHHSJI 3TH CJOBa 3a JIMYHOe OCKOpOJeHue,
TaK KaK OH CJYXHI KOrja-TO MOJKOBBIM CBSIIEHHUKOM. OH
OnsiTh CTajll HallOMMHATh YeJIOBeKAa BHE3aNHO BOCKpecLIero,
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NpuYeM M PYKH, ¥ HOTH, M XHUBOT 3aXOAWIH Y HEro Kak-ToO
B OTAEJbHOCTH; OH BbIODOCHJICSl METYXOM Ha CepeiuHy KOM-
HaThl, BCTan nepex [lepeBep3eBbiM, 3agpal KBepXy roJjioBy
M NPHHSJICS BBIKPMKHBATb B BBICOTY, I'Ae Nepej HUM CKBO3b
TabauHblil ABIMOK MasiuuMsia Kak Obl rojosa ['oauada.

— He no Tl'ocnogHio Jin noBesieHuo UCTpeGieHbl aMa-
JUKUTSAHE, (DUIMCTUMISIHE, AMMOHUTSIHE. ..

M oH nepeuucasin psj HMeH, JaBHO HCYe3HYBIUMX C
3eM/ad. A rojoBa BCE Masiuujia Hajl HUM M Kak Gbl ABa Or-
HEeHHbIX (DOHApsl CMOTpeaM Ha Hero cBepxy. U BoT BBepxy
TaM Kak Obl 3aryjena Tpy6a Ha CaMblX HU3KHX HOTaXx.

— Ja Bexb TO Obl10... 10 Xpucra! A Xpucroc yemy
yuuna?!

Cepniit GaTiomika NMpOLOMAKAM YTO-TO SIPOCTHO KpH-
4aTh, HO ero nepe6ua uepHblil cBsleHHUK. OH 3aroBopun
CypOBO, CTpPOro, pasjelbHO, CJAOBHO PyOMJ YTO-TO OueHb
TBepAoe:

— 3JT0 BepHO, uTO XPHUCTOC CKas3ad: HeCTb 3JUIHH,
HeCTb Mynei... cupeub B LepkBu Boxueil. Ho Beab BowloT-
TO He LEPKBH, a rocyaapcrna!

[TepeBep3eB rynen:

— A ecau rocypapcTBa-To xpucthaHckue? Kak xe
OHM, TMPOJHMBLIM KpPOBb, OLHOrOo M TOro xe Xpucra 3a
no6esy KOJIOKOJIAMH-TO 6Jarojapsr?

Cepblit 6aTiolIKa BCE NpbIraji Nepes HUM, KaK Becesbli
MOKOMHHK, MOTPSICal U PyKaMH, U XMBOTOM, U KpHYaj Kak
Obl OTKYJa-TO M3 MOAMOJbS, He LueBes ryGamu:

— Beab BowIOT-TO Hapoabl M3-3a MpPaBAbl... KaK Xxe
MM 32 TOpXeCTBO npasabl bora-to He 6aaropaputs? Ilpa-
BUJIbHO TOBOPIO S MM HEMPaBHJBHO?

On oGopaumBancs Ko BceM, MeJbKas, KaK cepas pa-
KeTa.

— IlpaBuabHo wiam Hetr?

JlyXoBHbIE LIYMHBIM XOPOM TF'OBOPWJIM:

— TpaBuabho! CoBeplueHHO MPaBUIbLHO!

W GnarouvHHbIil TAryue nOATBEPAMI:

— Ilpa-aBuibHO-0, 0. Butanu-u-i!
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Ho kako#-To KO3/JHMHBbIf FOJOCOK CKBO3b LIYM KPaTKO
NpoH3Hec:

— Henpasunbho!

Bce o6ephysuce, ¥ Baaay, B yriy 3a CTOJIOM, YBHAAMH
AbsikoHa. OTKywaB nejabMeHeil, OH CKPOMHO yTHpal mJjaT-
KOM YCbl M JIYKaBO MOJAMHIHBAJ:

— IlpocTHTe MeHs mpocTeua, a TOMLKO 3TO MO-MO-
eMy... BO uMsa 'ocnojHe... HeNMPaBHJBHO.

— Monoaunna, Makap, — pagoctHo 3arynea Ilepe-
Bep3eB, — a Hy-Ka 0GHapyb CBOIO MPaBUJIbHOCTb.

Bce K AbSKOHY NPHABHHYJHCH M C UHTEPECOM XKJAJH,
a cepblif 6aTiolIKa OYYTHJCS Bnepeiy W CMOTpeJN Ha AbSi-
KOHa C TaKUM BbIPaX€HHEM, CIOBHO FOBOPHJ:

— A Tbl MHe, IbSIKOH HPaBHILUbCA...

JIbsIKOH YMHHO HayaJ, HUCKOJbKO He CMyLILasicb OOH-
JHeM YHHOHaYaJus.

— Jlepyrca moau Boxuu nmoTomy, YTO OHM HCKOHH
JApakyHbl M 3a6usku. A XpHCTOC-TO-6aTIOIKA MPUXOILUIT
mupuTh MX. CkazaHo G6bLIO, KOrja OH POAWJCS: B 4eJOBe-
1ex MHp M GiaroBoJjieHHe... B cTapbi-Te rojsl, B MOJOJIbIE,
i Toxe Obwi GoabLIONH ApaKyH W 3a6usika HOMep MepBblil.
BhiBano, kak mpuieT 3MMa, Aa CTaHeT Jiel HACTOSLUMH, U
noiAyT ropoackue BoOHHOH Ha cro6oxaH. Ciao6oaka-To Ha
TOW CTOpOHe, FOPOJ-TO Ha 3TOMW... HAPOAY YHMHMILA, CTOST
c ofeux CTOpOH, a nocpegu mnycroe mecto. Tyt TeGe
pyroths, Tyt TebGe cmewku ja Hacmeuwku. CioGoackue
KPHYaT: — <«KOJIOKOJIbHIO C'be/H, apXHepeeM 3aKyCHan», A
rOpOACKHME TOYHO Ha CKPHMMKAxX MHUIATb — <«CaJlO-MblLIKa-
Kolkojep, 6ap-pab6aHHa wKy-y-pas! Yx Jau6o Te, a160
JApyrue He CTepnsT, Xa W Hy Apyr Ha Aapyra creHoil. U
BrepelH OT c1060ACKHX-TO GoHaapb BaBuio mzer, nepsbiii
Goell, ueJOBeK TYIUHbIA M PbLKHI, He MIET, a BaluTCH,
npet, Kak Oblk, W IJa3a HaBbIKaT, KpacHble, U AblLIET C
XpMNOTOH, M peBeT, Kak 3MeH-ropbiHbiu: — Geit! Y no
rnasaM BHAATb: HHYEro 4eJOBEK He BMAMT, He B cebe ye-
JIOBEK, TOJbKO KyJauyMillaMH MalleT.. U MNepel HUM —
yauua. Y Ttak npoiaeTr CKposb, M Hasaj MOHLeT, nepeyJkH
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AeJaeT... NOJA3eT MO3ajJAH Hero Hapoj, ¥ KPOBb CBOIO CHErOoM
OTTHpaeT. A no HeMy-TO yAaphbl, KaK No NepHHe, 3By4aT,
Ha3aj OTCKaKMBalOT. M1 Gbl1 OT HAC, rOPOACKHMX, Ha Hero
annaHeHT, 30JI0TBIX Aea Mactep Kpiokos, mokofinuyek Te-
nepb, uapcTBo He6GecHoe. 2KHaUCTHIA Obl1 YesNOBeK, Kak M3
CTaJIbHLIX KaHaTOB CBHTHIA, MO HEMY-TO yAapbli ryiOM-Ty-
Jeny, a oH xoTb Obl wTo! Kpuunm 6biBano: — 3actynai,
Mukoaaunu!.. Bor ¥ nper Mukoaauny, pyku AJUHHBI, A0
KOJIEH, YyTb CYTYJIOBAaT, a KOJIEHKM KaK-TO BpO3b, TOYHO
Kpazetcsi. Jla Turpom MetHet! B3peByT 06a. ToT MexBe-
JeM HaBaIUTCS. DTOT 3aiflieM LIMBITHET, Aa BOJKOM HaGpo-
cutcsl. A TOT, KaK CJIoH, Tynotut! 3ToT 3meell o6oBbeTCS,
COXMeT, Aa GpOCHT, Aa OTBAJMTCH.. a TOT TOJNbKO, KakK
Ay6 ot 6ypH, NMOKPYTHTCS, Aa lIAapaxHeTCs, Aa W mpuia-
BHT... @ YX 3TOT, /I, Ha HeM BepXOM CHAMT, Aa MO
3aTbUIKY CMpBIHIYeT. A TOT, KaK JIOIIaAb JIOMOBas, JArHET,
Aa CTPSIXHET ero... W OMSiITb APYr mnepej APYXKOH cToAT,
TOJIbKO NOYeChIBAIOTCS, — HauMHail cHauyana. Tak GblBajo M
pasoiiiyTcs, HM TOT HM APYroit BepXy He BO3bMYT, a YyX
JApyrue C HUMH M He TAraioTca. Bor u cayuunaco pas Gena.
IMoB3popun KpiokoB ¢ ropojoBbiM, MOpAOGOAHO mOB3A0-
pua, M 4yTb ero He MpHKOHuYWJA. U 3acazuau paba Bokus.
IIpuxoanT BOoCKpeceHbe, 6010 HAYMHATLCH, a MPeLBOLUTENS
Hawero Het! B pa36pose HapoA-TO, BoJqHyeTCs, a €060~
CKMX MpeT CHJa HeCMeTHasi: 3Haau oHu npo KpiokoBa-To, u
yAyManu pacmu6uTh Hac. 3a6osics Hall Hapoj; a s TOrAa
BouTeNb Obl1, M B3s/Ja MeHA axHo 3a06a M Tocka. Bso-
6pancst 1 Ha mueyd K mpusitemo, noptHomy Cemeny Upa-
HblYy, Aa M HY KpHYaThb:

— Toponckue moxu npaBocaasHbie! Heyx cBoe MecTo
BbIAaJMM Ha MOpyraHbe... BaiM, pebGsita, Ha Bpara, Bor
3a Hac!

C nneu-to jponoil, na Bnepen Gery, a 3a MHOIO Bai-
BaJIMT, C KPHKOM, C peBOM, 1a CTOJKHYJHCb, Aa mouuia
CTYKaTeHb... TIAXY, a TNpIMEXOHbKO Ha MeHs Basuao
NpeT, KyJauullaMi MalleT, YJIHIy PacK/JajblBaeT, IVIa3HILM
KpacHbl, HU4ero He BUAAT. B3birpano Bo MHe cepaue... JX,
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Aymaio, Bo ums Bora u cBsaTbix Ero! Cornyacs, na CKOKoM
Ha Hero, Ja ¢ pa36ery roJoBoii B GpPIOXO... TONLKO OXHYJ
yesioBeK, 06 Jief yAapwics, Aa TYT Xe M PasMsK: JIEXKHT,
KaK Ky4a Msica, He LIEJOXHETCS, TOJbKO OPIOXOM TSKeJo
BoAUT. C10GOACKHM-TO YBHAAJH, 1A M PACCTPOHIHCH, A HALIK
Ha HUX, Ja U HY THaTb... pa3bwiM, pacluu6iH, a OAHOro
YyeJIOBeKa M Ha CMepThb pasyBaxkujd. BaBuio xe B Te nopsl
3aXBOpal, U A0Jr0 XUBOTOM Masjcs. A MeHs COBeCThb B3si-
Ja: 4yTo XK, AyMalo, u3-3a yero 3To BC&? U Tak nouuio mHe
CMylUeHHe jajie jaa Goje, PasMbILISTL i CTal.. U BHXY:
BTYHe Jiojue 3106y IJIOAAT, HEBELOMO C Yero, TOJbKO-LITO
Ha pasHblx Oeperax XXMBYT, Aa YAalbCTBOM CBOMM 6axBa-
aarcsa. U xanko mue BaBuny-to. B TOCKy 4 Bnaa... nuTh
3ayas. M BOT Hamajo pa3 Ha MeHSi B TaKOM-TO BHJIeE
MeuTaHHe COHHOe: GYATO NPUXOAUT KO MHe CBATOH, —
Kakoil cBsiToll He Bejai, a GyATO JUIOM Ha MEHSl MOXOX,
BOT CJOBHO B 3€pPKaJiO CMOTPIOCh... 3 BOKPYr FOJIOBbl CH$i-
Hue. U cMOTpHUT OH GYATO Ha MeHs, M IJIayeT, FOPbKO-TIpe-
ropbKO NJayYeT, a HU CJIOBA He FOBOPHUT... U crunys. Ilpo-
CHyJCSl 5, NOAXBaTHiCSs, Aa Gerom B cao6oaky k Basuue,
Ja B HOTH eMy naJ, mjady, a cam Kpudy:

— IMpoctu! Mpoctu! Corpewnn nepex To60I0!

A OH K CTeHKe OTBEpHYJCSH... C TEM Sl U yLUeJ.

Ja Mmecsiua yepe3 jgBa MONMPAaBWJCS OH, XOLMTb 3ayad,
U BCTpeuyaeTcsi pa3 CO MHOil Ha TOJuKe, MOCMOTpeJ] TakK
XKYTKO Ja CTpallHO, Aa BAPYr MOAXOAMT H B MOSC KJa-
HSIETCS.

— Tlpoctu ¥ THI MeHsi!

U nowes.

A a poromsio.

— BaBuno, — roBopio, — YTO X Thl TOTA3-TO He
npocTua?

B3arsisiHys OH Ha MeHst KPaCHBIMH TJIa3HILAMH, XPHIHUT:

— Ko MHe Bo cHe CB#iTOil mpUXOAWJI, Ha TeGs JHULOM
CXOX... mocye Te6si-To.

Jla u 3awaran ot MeHsi, TOYHO Boa nonep. Jla Bapyr
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onsitb 0GEpHYJICS, Ja KO MHe, M Ha IJa3ax BHXY CJe3bl,
OOHSIT OH MeHS.

— BnpsiM npocTH, — roBOPHT, — C 4ero Mbl Bparu?
JypocTb B Hac roBOpHMT... a Beib Mbl 0 XpucTe 6paTbs!

Tak Mbl ¥ MOMHUPHJNCbL, BO ciaaBy Boxwio.

JbsIKOH CMOJK. A MOTOM JyKaBO MOAMMIHYIL

— BoT u paccyauTe: 4YTO NMpHATHee, H B 4YeM mpa-
BHUJIBHOCTb COCTOHMT!

Cpean JLYXOBHbIX MOAHSJCS BeCeJbld IIYyM M CMeX,
Pa3zajuCh BO3IVIACHl, YTO AbSIKOH-TO PaCcCyAMJ NMPaBHAbHO.
Cepnlit GaTiOlIKa BO BpeMs pacckasa HECKOJbKO pa3 yMH-
pal 4 onATb BOCKpecald, a Tenepb COBCEM BOCKpeC H
KpHYaJl MOTMJBHBIM rOJIOCOM, He LieBess ry6amu:

— A BepHO! A Tbl yMHbIH, AbAKOH!

IMepeBep3eB e Mpuille]l B HEMCTOBBI BOCTOPr, KpH-
4aJ, 4YTO «Halla B3sya», COPOCHJ C HOTI KaJOLIM H, K yxKacy
6J1aro4YHHHOr0, MPHHSJICA IIBLIPATH MX B NMOTOJOK; NMOTOM
6pocuicst K AbSKOHY, MOLOGHO JIbBY PBIKAIOIIEMY... H AbSl-
KOH B3BMJICS KYyAa-TO MOA 00J1aKa, HOCHJICS B HeBeJOMbIX
NPOCTPAHCTBaX, KOrja e OYYTHJACS CHOBa Ha 3eMie,
NOCMelln, NMOJ IIYMOK, K BbIXOLY

Yk Gauauicsa cepoBathiii Beuep. HyxHo 6bl10 TOpPO-
NHTLCS, U AbSKOH OBICTPO 3amaran K 6asapy, H B 3HaKO-
MO JaBKe J0Jro BbIGMpaJ TOBapbl: rOJOBKH, NOJOLIBBI,
rBO3JM, KOJOJAKH, LIMJA, APaATBbl, KJel# M MHOro Apyrux
HeOGXOIHMMbIX NpPEeJMETOB, U MOTOM JOJAro U OTYasAHHO pA-
AWACA. A KOrja Bblllesl K3 JIaBKH, YX W 3aps NMOTyXJa, H
CMYTHO PMCOBAJHUCH JIIOAM, TaM M CSAM ellle TOProBaBLIHECS
y Japed u npunaBkoB. Jla u mogell 6bl10 yx Majno, —
TOJIBKO B OJHOM MecTe 6a3apa, B TECHOM MpPOXOAe MeX
JIaBOK, 'PYAMJIaCh TOJMNA C HEMCTOBbIM KPHMKOM, MOYTH pe-
BOM, BOJIHOBaJ1aCh, Kak Obl pacnJjblBajacb M ONATb CAHBA-
Jacb. JIbSIKOHY MOKa3ajoChb, YTO TaM KOro-To 6blOT: HO OH
OTHeCCSl K 3TQMY CMOKOHHO W, MO MyTH, C TPOMaJHbIM y3-
JIOM TOJAMBIIIKOMA, HanNpaBJsisACb K JOKTOPY, NPHOCTAHOBUJI-
Csi M B3rJIAHYJ 4epe3 rojioBbl TOJMbL. [ToZHMMAIHCL pYKH
M Ha KOTro-TO ONMyCKaJduCb, U CHauaja AbSAKOH He Mor pac-
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CMOTpeTb, — Ha KOro, HO BAPYr nepel HHM MEJbKHYJIO
3HAKOMOE YepHOe JIHLO, U Ha MUI OrHeHHbl ria3 o6xer
ero.

U AbSIKOH MPHHAJICS BOMHTh:

— He TponbTe ero, pebsara!.. 3to mypun! Ilepekpe-
CTUTE ero, OH PacCHIMUTCA.

Kro-To psizom ckasan:

— 3TO KOHOBaJ.. OH y MYXHKa JIOLIaAb YMOPHI.

Ho xabsixon Bomua:

— 310 Gec! 4 3Haw ero!

KoHoBan MeTHyn M3-moj 4YepHbIX BeK Ha Hero TaKoH
6arpoBo-IyIaMeHHbI B3rfsil, 4TO AbSKOH B HCHyre mnepe-
KpecTuiacst U 3a6opmoTai:

— Uyp, uyp mens! Pacchinbcs, Bo umsi Boxwe!

B TOT e MOMEHT KOHOBaJ CAesal TaKo# OTHasHHbII
3XEeCT CBOMMM YEPHLIMH PYKaMH, UYTO MYXXHKH pasjieTesuCh
B ctopoHbl. OH 6pocuics Ha HMX, paclinG, pasMeTaln X,
H B TpM OTPOMHBLIX NpbIXKa YCKO4YM/I B mepeyJok. Tyxa c
ramom GpOCHJIHMCb, HO €r0 yxKe HUrje He GbuIO.

— 51 roBopua: 6ec — BO36GYXAEHHO KpHUYal AbSKOH,
— BHUAHUTe, BHAMTE, OH CKBO3b 3emio mpoBaauici. OH y
MeHsl 4yTb JbSKOHMIY He NOry6ua.. ga cnacu6o, 4To s
XUTPbIH, TOMBKO Kypuue# oTaenaics...

Myxuku Gnaropapwin JAbSKOHa W TOBOPHJH, YTO B
Apyroit pa3 OHM yx OYAYyT 3HaTb, MyCTb MM 3TOT 06GOpo-
TEeHb He MONajaeTcs: OHH ero TaK NePeKPecTsT, HTO YxK
OH 0043aTeJbHO PacChIMUTCS.

JpaKoH 1en mo TeMHOR yauue ¥ GopMoTal.

— Xopowo, yto Toraa l'ocnoab ABLAKOHHMLE-TO LLEMN-
HYJ... 310pOBOro s Aan 6bl maxy!

JlocTuriun ueau CBOMX TaiHbIX CTpeMJeHHH, — LIK-
POKO#, HOBOit C UrOJOYKH, 3€MCKOH GOJLHHLBI, — JABbAKOH
C AYLIEBHbIM TpemeTOM M Jaxe C 6GiaroroBeHHeM BoOLIeN
Ha KpbUIbLO, CTYMas Ha HOCKHM camnor, yBHAea GJecTSLLYIO
JOLIEeYKY Ha ABEepH, Hajes CBOM KpYrjble OYKH H C TPYAOM
pa3obpan HaAmMCb: «3eMCKHil JoKTOp Banepbsin INaBnoBuu
YuxoB».
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— UnkoB? YnxoB? — 3agymancs oH, — 4TO 3TO 33
YnxoB? 3HAKOMOE 4YTO-TO...

[TocMoTpes, HeT /M 3BOHKA, HallleJl €ro M TMO3BOHMIL
Jloaro He OT3bIBaNNCh, a NMOTOM BbIlJIA NMPHCAYra M CKa-
3ama, 4yTo AOKTOp ceiluac He nmpunumaetr. Ho absikon Ha-
CTauBaJ, NMPUBOJAWJ BCSKHE PE30Hbl W TOBOPHJ, YTO AY-
XOBHYIO NMepCOHy AOKTOp AOJMxkeH mpuusth. Ilpucayre sto
NMOKa3anoch yOeAUTEe/]bHbIM; OHa MpoBesia JAbSKOHA B TeM-
HYI0 NpPHEMHYIO H MOLIA C AOKJAaAOM. JIbfiIkOH oCTaics B
TEMHOTEe, CO CBOMM Y3€JKOM MOAMBIIIKOH, CKPOMHO CTOSJ
M JAyMaJl, YTO ero Tenepb yxe He BLIKYPAT OTCIOJAA HHaue,
Kak C JOKTOPOM, MOTOMY 4TO ero kK 3Tomy cam locnoxp
npuBea. A B cocejHeil KOMHaTe CMYTHO CabIIaJICA ye-TO
HCJOBOJIBHBIH MYXCKOH roJioc, a moTOM CMeX.

— Kakas nepcoHa? — cnpawuuBan rojaoc, — 4Tto 3a
nepcoHa?

— JlyxoBHasi-C... OHH TaK CKa3aJH.

— Xa-xa-xa!.. nepcona, suauur? Hy, aat Tyaa cser,
B3rJsiIHEM Ha MNepCOHY. -

[Ipucnyra BHecna nammy, MOCTaBW/a Ha CTOJ.

Ceiiuac ke BbilleJl ¥ LOKTOP:

— Uro yrogno? C KeM MMel0 4eCTb?

— JIbsiKOH 4, AbSIKOH... BO caaBy Boxwuio. K Baweit
MHJIOCTH C TOKOpHeiieil npocb6oi.

JIbSIKOH MOKJIOHHJCS YMHHO B MOSC M NMPHHSICA NpoO-
CTPaHHO PacCKa3sblBaThb NPO CTapyXy M MpO TO, YTO OH He
BEPUT B CTAapyXHHbl peud, OYATO y Heil Aylla Ha KOHYHKe
CBeTa JNEpXHUTCSl, a 4YTO BO BCeM Boas bBoxwus, a Boas
Boxus ero ciopa M npusena.

— Boasi Boxusa? — noaHsa LoKTOp GpPOBH.

3TO Obl1 YNUTAHHbIA TOJNCTAK, elle MOJNOAOH, C JHIOM
O6pHUTBbIM, OYeHb JOBOJbHBIM M BeCeJbIM: KOrAa OH CMesil-
Csl, ero LieKu NpeBpallaluch B SAGJIOKH.

— Hy, yx HeT, 0. AbSIKOH, — 3BYYHO U COYHO pac-
CMesICSs OH, — Ha 3Ty YAOYKY Bbl MeHsl He mojjeHere!
A MeHnst Boas Boxwusa sacTaBiasieT 34eChb OCTaTbCA: Y MEHS
6o/IbHULLA HA pYKaX, MHe 32 COPOK BepCT CKakaTb HEeKOrja.
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JbsSiKOH mpHiIea B yxac.

— Kak xe Tak... Bo umsi Boxue!

— IlpuBesute cioza.

— MO2KHO 1 TaKoro 6oJsLIero ¢ MeCTa TPEBOXHTb...
Belb 1 BaM OGBACHSAN!

— A cam g He Mmory.

U poxTop caenan cepbesHoe JHMLO.

— Yem eme MOry CayxuTb?

JIbSIKOH B CMYIIEHMM OMYCTHJ TOJIOBY, NOCMOTpeN
KyJAa-TO BHM3, MOJ HOTH LOKTOPY, U BAPYr pacuses yabiG-
KO BO BCEé JHMLO.

— Tak He moegete?

— YecTbio 3aBepsilo Bac, O. JAbSIKOH, He MOry 3a
COpPOK BepCT TalUUTbCA.. Y MeHsi GOJbHHMIIA Ha pYyKaX...
npueM. A Bbl 4Yero cmeerech?

JbsikoH ele Gosee pacuBes:

— A nosBoJio ceGe cnpocutb Bac, Banepbsin IlaBio-
BHY, Bbl He B HallleM ropoje Y4WJIHCb?

« — Jla, — ckasajx ALOKTOpP, HEMHOTO YJAWBHMBLIHCH.
— A Bbl He [laBna Mukosaanya YnkoBa CbIHOK?
— JHa, ero...

— A He 3HaBa/M JHM Bbl Ha rJaBHOH yauue, Ha Hu-
KOJIaeBCKOil, camoxHMka opHoro, Makapom UBaHbiueM
3BaTh?

— Het, — noxan nieuyamun AOKTOp, BCE GoJiee mpu-
X0l B HeLOYMeHHe: — Obl1 TaM B ropofe KakoH-TO Ma-
CTep, O4YeHb MCKYCHBIH, FOBOPAT, Ha OTLA LUK, U HA MEHS...
MOMHIO TOJBbKO, YTO OH... BOT BpOJe BaC, TaKoil e Ma-
JieHbKHi, 1 haMuIMIo Jaxe TMOMHIO.

— Kakyio-c?

— KounosopoTos.

JIbSIKOH 3apjencst M MOJOXHA cebe PYKy Ha rpyab.

— On!

— Kro?

— 310 9 u ectb KosmoBopoTtos!

JlokTOp CMOTpea BO BCe r/a3a. A AbSIKOH MOAHS
PYKY BBepX.
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— Banepban IlaBnoBuu! Cnacure absikonuuy... Bce-
moryuium Borom kasiHych: TakuMe BaM Camoru Caenam, BO
nmsi TocnoaHe, — BO Bek He M3HOCHTe!

JLOKTOp BCI/IECHYJ PYKaMH M NpPHUHAACH XoxoTaTb. OH
ynal B M3HEMOXEHHM Ha CTYJ, H elle A0JIro XOXoTal, A0
c/e3, a MOTOM NMPHHSAJICA KpHYaTb B APYryl0 KOMHATY:

— Jlywmenbka!
— Hy, uto TebGe, ApyXOK? — JIEGHHBO OTO3BAJICH
JEHCKHt rojoc. — ¥ Tebs TaMm uTO-TO Beceso?

— Tloau ckopei, JlyleHnbka!

JlenuBoii mMOXOAKOIH BbIIA JKEHUMHA C KHUroi B
pyKax, mnoJiHasi, KpacuBasl, HO C JIMLOM OYeHb JIEHUBbIM: H
y/bIGHY/Iach OHA JIEHWBO, U TOYHO KaxAyl0 MHHYTy rOTOBa
6bl1a ynacTb OT HM3HEMOXEHHS.

JIOKTOp BC& XOXOTaJ U, YKa3blBas Ha AbSIKOHA, KpHYaJ:

— Xovewnb, ceil uyenoBek Tebe AyXOBHble GOTHHKH
caenaer?

2KeHmuHa B3rasHyJsa, JIeHMBO NpUNOAHAAa 6poBH, a
IAbSIKOH TOpPAO CKasan:

— Mory u 60THHKH!

— Xa-xa-xa! — packaTbiBaJiCi LOKTOp, — BOT-TaK
OAHCCeH B PYCCKOM OTeyecTBe npukmoyaioTcs! [MomMHuLIb,
Thl KaK-TO TrOBOPMJIA, YTO YX HHKTO TeGe TaKHe mMOJy-
CamoXKH He CJHeslaeT, KaK WHA canoxHuk KoaosopoTos,
Korja Thl Obla HEeBOYKOH?

— Hy?

— Bort! Bort... o cam nepep ToG6oik!

XKenmuna B3rnsiHyaa, yAMBMAACh, a MNOTOM BAPYT
0XUBHJACb U 00pajoBanach.

— B camom pene?

— Mory! — xBanuaca AbsKOH, — 51 Bcé mory! Bcé
caenaio. INonycanoxku xenaere? [Nonycanoxku cmacrepio,
BCeMy CBeTy Ha yausieHbe! Benckue Tydau? IMapuxckuit
wuk? Bcé mory... ¢ kanudoasio! Toabko nycts Banepbsin
IMaBably Kk MoeHl AbSAKOHHLE CbHe3LUT!

2KeHIIKWHA MPOCHTENBHO B3rJsHYJa Ha AOKTOpa.
— Jlpyxox...
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— Tloeary, — xoxoTan AOKTOp, — pasymeeTcs Mo-
eny! Henpemenno! 3aBtpa xe sBmoch! Ilocre npuema
TOTYaC OTNPABMIOCh... Xa-Xa-xa!

U poxTop npoxomkan xoxortaTb. A JAbSIKOH JHOCTal
KpYTJble OYKHM, OCelJan MMM HOC, BbIHYJ M3 KapMaHa MykK
Gymaru M, C YU4HHO-L€JOBUTHIM BHAOM YKa3aB XEHLIMHe Ha
CTYJ, ONMYCTHJCS Ha KOJEHH.

— Tlo3BosbTEe MEpOYKY CHATH!

...BepHyBlWKCb 10MOM, 6GaTiOUIKa C AbLAKOHOM Y3HAIH
OYeHb BaXHYI0 JJI1 HUX HOBOCTb: ymep Mac/eHHHMKOB.
JbSAKOH TOTYac mMpHHSICA 3a paboTy, M BCIO HOYb LUMA
canoru, a yTpom, nepejl NMOXOPOHAMH, HACTOSJI, YTOObI HX
Hajlen Ha MNOKoiiHuka. PoaHble 6bLIO MPOTHBHIHCHL, HO
AbSIKOH CTPOro CKasan:

— MHe ux cmepTh 3aka3ana... a et 'ocnoab nosenen.

U MacneHHuKkoBa, B HOBBIX Canorax, 3aKa3aHHbIX
CMEepTbiO, XOPOHWJIM OYeHb TOPIKECTBEHHO, KaK MOKOWHMKA
3HaTHOro M Goraroro. TopxecTBO GbUIO B JepeBHe Helbi-
BajJoe: JAbSIKOH CMaCTepHJ Laxe YTO-TO BpOJe TpaypHOii
KOJIECHHLIbI, Ha KOTOPOit M Bes/JM KOJbIXalOUMACA YepHbIH
rpo6, cHayana K lEepKBH, a MOTOM Ha Kjaaa6uule... Gbu1
3aKa3aH M COPOKOYCT, KaK MeYTaJ KOraa-To AbSKOH.

Mexay TeM JLOKTOp mpHexan B TOT XKe JEHb: OCMOT-
peJ, BbICAyLIaJ, BLICTYKal U yBe3 AbSIKOHHLY C COGO#.

Ona BepHysach yepe3 ABa MecCfilla, MO NepPBOMYTKY, H
ellle onMpajsachb Ha KOCTBbUIM, HO YyXe CMOTpesa, Mo Bbipa-
KEHHIO JbSKOHA, orypuukoM. [lo ceMmy ciay4aio AbSIKOH
YCTPOMJ BeJMKMA NHp: CO3Bal cocejei, mpuraacua O6a-
TIOWIKY C MaTyWKOH, a Ha NMUPY Jaxe BLIMWI OT PajLOCTH
LIePKOBHOIO BMHA, U PacXBacTaJjCs.

— Crapyxa, a crapyxa! Bor Buamb... 1 # cMepTh
nepexutpui!

JbsikoHMIA B3rJisiHyJa Ha AbSIKOHA.

— Bo Bcem cBeTe, — CKasala OHa pacCTpPOraHHO M
THX0, — HeT yMHee MOero JbsKOHa...

JbsIKOH cMOTpes ropao.
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KANMUTAH HYH






XMypble CyMepKH 3arjsiHyJu B OKHa.

O. Unbga 3axer Jamny, NOCTaBUA ee HA CTON y KpoO-
BaTH M BHOBb yJercsi ¢ KHUroi B pykax. — «Boxap ynca-
pokoB, — uutan oH, — Xpabpoe Cepaue, OCTOPOXKHO
NpomnoJ3 No TpaBe C TOMAraykoM B PyKax A0 ONYLIKHM Jieca.
BecluyMHO pa3iBHHY/] OH BeTBH KYyCTapHHKa M CTajl BHH-
MaTe/lbHO OCMaTpHBaTh MeCTHOCTb. [lepes HMM B Gecko-
HEYHYI0 Jajb pacCTWjasach 3ejeHasi paBHHHA, Hal KOTOPOH
SIPKO CHMSJIO BeCeHHee COJIHLiE I0ra».

O. WUnbst onycTHa KHUTY.

— Counnue rora! — MeyTaTeNbHO LUENTAN OH, HAGJMIO-
Jasl, KaK 3a OKHOM CTYILIAIOTCS HEHaCTHble CyMepkH. B ero
BOOOpaXX€HHM BCTABAJIM 3aJUTble CBETOM paBHMHBI, T€
GesrpanuyHble, aukue Ilamnachl, rae Bcerga Gpoauiaa ero
oauHOKas aywa. EMy rpesunocb, YTo OH MYMTCSl IO CTENSIM
Ha JUKOM MYCTaHre, NoJHbIi CBOGOABI M CHJIBL

CrpawHbiif KalleJb mnpepBajl €ro MeYTaHHS, U OH
3aTPACCS BCEM XYAbIM, TLIEAYLIHbIM TeJoM cBoMM. CKBO3b
KalleJb €My Ka3aJoCb, YTO B KyXHe KTO-TO pa3roBapHBaeT.

B kyxHe momaabsi maxtana maciao, kyxapka Mapmg, ¢
TOJICTBIMH Fy6aMu U pSIGBIM JIMLIOM, BO3WJIACh C KOpYaram,
a y mnopora CTOSJ HU3KOPOC/bIH Ka3ak, poOkuif, ¢ myram-
BbIMH, MOLO3PUTEJbHO GErallUMH IJa3aMu.

— Marymka, — npocusn oH, — JA0J0Xb!

[Tonaabsi CepANTO BCKHHYJA YEPHLIMH, XMypbIMH 6po-
BSIMH.

— Ckasana xe s te6Ge, EpemeeB, uTo GaTiomika He-
310pOB, — NPOU3HEC/]A OHA CYXHM TOHOM, — MO MYCTSAKaM
Heyero U GeCNOKOMTH ero.
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EpemeeB momoJuan.

— Jlo 3apesy Jaowsio! — MOYTH BCKPHUKHYJA OH: —
XOTb Ha GoJblIyl0 ROpory crynai!

Kak G6bl BLOXHOBSICb CBOMM TOPECTHBIM CJOBOM, OH
BBICTYNMJ W3 TEHM MOpora Ha CyMepeuHblif CBeT OKHAa M
3aroBOpMJ ropsivo, TOPOIVIMBO, OTHASIHHO:

— Marywka! Pognas! INoseps 'ocnoay Bory! B nome
xne6a kpouwku Hery. 2KeHa xBopaeT... Matywka! Beipyun!
JleBOYKa-TO XBOpas.. B KOPH JIEXKHT.

IMonazba cnokoiHo npojonxaja NaxTaTh Macio.

— Ilpo crapniii-ro poar 3a6bui, flkum Bacunnu? —
CKasasia OHa.

— Poanas, bo-ra moao...

— bBor, MmoTpu-Ka, 3a Hac A0/roB He NJATHT.

— ¥Ynaauy! 3apa6oraio! Xne6 MOJOTHTb WIM CeHO
BO3HUTb MO OCEHH... TOJbKO KJIMKHH!

— Cabllianu Mbl 3TH Clajkue pedn! — 6ecCTPacTHLIM
TOHOM rOBOpMJIA MONajibsi: — MO BeCHe JieJ BO3UTb NOHA-
JOOGUIOCh, KOro JoMa He GblIO?

— Poanas! Ha 6asap Bexb s yeaxan B Kpawenunos-
Ky. Passe npsarancs!

Hactrynuno monuanue.

B oxHo cMoTpeso yrpiomoe HeHacTbe. JIOXKAb PyubSMH
TEK IO I'PA3HBIM CTEKJaM.

— Marymka! — 3aroBopus kasak.

INonazpa npoponxkana CBOK paboTy.

— Bripyun... pogHasi! — ¢ oTuasiHHEM B roJjoce Mo-
JIMJ Kasak.

— Ipucran! — paccepaunacr nonaabs, 6pocHB Me-
WanKy; — Kak TeGe He cTbigHO! He Kpe3bl Mbl. CBO#t CbiH
B JYXOBHOM yuuauuie y4yurcs! Bce k momy ga k momy, —
nosib3yerecb ero Ao6poTo#i... Aypaukoit! A npuad K Bam
non 3a HyxJa0#H, — JoMa Bac Hety!

— Ot Hac-To BeAb Thl He Obl1a OGM)KEHA, MATYILKA.

— Bcex Bac Ha oxHYy BepeBKYy CBSI3aTh.

Ona onsiTh B3sJ1aCh 32 MeLIAJKY.

Jlox b, Kasanocb, yCHAMBAACA. MOHOTOHHO-TOCKIHBO
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G6apa6anun oH B cTekna. Cablianoch, Kak CKpHmesaa 3ano-
3jajasi Tejera, lulenana Mo rpsisu JowWaab M KTO-TO py-
rancsi. Mapbs BcTtana GOCHIMM HOraMd Ha TMNpHUNeYeK H
BCKpu4ana: ,

— Marywka! B3owao TeCcTo-TO... Tak U Bbinupaet!

IMonaapa 3aHsAnaCh TECTOM.

— Maryuxka! — npocuTe/NIbHO TOBOPUJ Ka3aK, — YTO
e MHe aenatb-To? Ha Goabuwiyio aopory Temepb HMATH?
Bosblie mpocuTh He y KOro, BCIO KpenocTb* o6eran!
Boipyun! Xpucra-paau npouy!

— Bor th Xpucra-paau npocuiib! — ckasana mno-
naabs, — a nojail teGe kpaioxy xae6a, Thl HOCOM (bIPK-
Helllb!

— Yero ke MHe C KpamoXoi-To nenatb!

— To-to! Bce Bbl Tak-To! XpucTa-paau NpOCHIlb,
TaK xje6a oTpexy. A B AOJr... K APYrum cTtynaii!

EpemeeB GoJsbllle He BbIHeC.

— TIlpowenbst npocum! — ckasan OH M Bbillead 3a
1Bepb. Ho 3aTBopsisi ABepb, He BblAepal: I'HeB BbIPBAJCH
y Hero ropbKMM CJOBOM, KOTOpOe yCJblXaja Monajibs.

— JlnuHHOrpUBbIE!

Briitas Ha ynuuny, EpemeeB ¢ cuiIOH 3ax/IONMHYA KaauT-
ky. Kak y 3aTpaBiieHHOro BOJIKa, B I'DYAH €ro, noj CephiM
YanaHoOM M rpsA3HOil py6axoH, 3aropesoch YyBCTBO, A0 CHX
Nnop HeMCNbITaHHOE, YYBCTBO MPOTECTA, CTPaCTHOro, rHeB-
HOro, OTYasiHHOro. JTOT NPOTECT BbIpa3wics B rpage ca-
MBIX LMHHYHBIX PYraTeibCTB, KOTOpble Epemees wenran co
CTPacCTHOIM HEHaBHCTBIO ¢ nobeJeBIIMMHU I'y6amMu, B TO BpeMs
Kak, MOJIHBbI 3/100b1, B3rasif ero 6ayxpan ¢ mpeimera Ha
npeamet, npo6eras no cepomy HeGy, no rpsi3HOiH yJule,
N0 YepHbBIM XaTaM.

— XoTb 6bl YOPTY AYLIYy NMpofaTh! — mpollenTan OH.

OH MexnJeHHO LIes K CBOedl pacKpbiToH xare, He pa3s-
6upasi JOpOry, ¥ NMpeiCTaBas], KaK Me4eTcs B KOpH AHIOT-
Ka, U C KaKUM JMLOM BCTPETHT ero XeHa. Bapyr on pe-

* Tak Ka3aK¥ Ha3blBalOT NpPHIMHENHbIE MOCEIKH.

131



IUIMTENbHO MOBEPHYJ Hasaj M Mpollesa B IVIyXOi nepeyJsok
3a nmonoBckum JomoM. OH He co3HaBa/l elle SICHO, KyAa
MAET, HO LUel He pa3Mbllliss, He KoJebaschb, kak GyATO
MOBUHYSICb BAPYr BOCCTaBlleMy B Jylle MpeiCTaBJIeHHIO,
yCAyXJIMBO MOJACKa3aHHOMY MaMsTbiO U 6e3pa3jesbHO OBJa-
AeBuleMy Mo3rom. HukTO He mnomajajicsi eMy HaBCTpeuy.
Tema ryctolo mneineHoit ogeBana 3emmo. OH OCTOPOXKHO
CKOJIb3WJ BLOJIb MJIeTHeH, MHCTHHKTHBHO CTapasicb He cie-
JaTh Wwyma. JIoxkAb TO mepecTaBaj, TO BHOBb NPHHUMAJICH
MATH C yABOeHHO#i cuioit. EpemeeB joulen a0 KOHLA OKO-
auupl. Ilepex HUM paccTHaaNOCL MOJe, MOKPBITOE MPAaKOM
H 00bsiToe MepTBsiLeil THIIMHON. Ha cexyHay oH mpmocTa-
HOBHJCS, OOEpHYJCS K MOCeJKY, Ha MHHYTy Kak OyATO
8aAyMaJjCsi, HO BAPYr B HOBOM MPHUCTyNe OTYasiHUS MOYTH
3aKpHyan:

— TMpokasiteie! TlpokasiTel GyAbTe OTHbIHE U 10
Beka! 3aTpaBuin MeHs!

OH GbICTPO M pelWUTeNbHO 3allarajl B CTOPOHY OT
noceska B HOYHYIO, HEHACTHYIO MIJY.

Tem BpemeHeM, exsa EpemeeB Bbillles] M3 KyXHH NO-
MOBCKOro J10Ma, ABepb M3 3ajblibl NPUOTBOPHIACH, U OT-
TyAa BbIrasHya o. Uabs.

— Kro TyT? — cnpocun oH, OCMaTpHBasi KyXHIO.

— Bce cBoM, — ckasana nonazps.

— MHe nokasanocb, 6bl1 KTO-TO!

OH BbllleN B KYXHIO, MATKO CTynasi HOraMu, 0GyTbIMH
B BaJIeHKHM, M 3aJI0)XMB CBOM XyAble PYKH B KapMaHbl MOJ-
PACHHUKA.

— 51 Beab SABCTBEHHO CJIBILIAJ r0JOC! — TFOBOPHJ OH,
MeJIaHXOJMYECKH CMOTPS 32 OKHO.

— Tokasanoce! — npopoHuaa nonajbs.
— To-To...

On nocTosn, 3afyM4HBO NPUCAYIIMBASCh K LIYMY A0X-
ASi, M ONSITb CNPOCHJ:

— MoxerT, 6bl1 KTO, a?
— Tocnoau... roBopi0 Xe HeT! — HeTepneJuWBO npo-
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M3HeC/a nonajabsi: — MOMepeluaoch Te6e. Mappio CnpocH,
KOJIM MHE He BepHLUb!

— Mapps!

— HukoBoueHbKH-HUKOro!

O. Unbga B3sIcs pPYyKOIO 3a Bnaayio rpyAb H pasa jBa
KOPOTKO KallJIAHY.

— To-Tto! — ckasan oH.

OH ywea B 3alblly ¥ HECKOJbKO pa3 npourencs Gec-
ILyMHO MO GeJIeHbKMM MOJIOBHYKAM KoJjeGmoleics noxon-
KOii.

B okHa BmoA3aaM ryctblie CyMepKH.

— He Beputcs MHe, — pasmbiuuasa o. Umps. —
Capllzan g roJjoc, He Mepewuaoch xe MHe! Tocnoau... H
3ayeM OHM Bcerja BpyT!

OH npucen 6bIO Ha AMBAHYMK, HO TOTYAaC Xe ONATb
BCTaJl.

— Beap a1 xe sBcTBeHHO cabliuan rojaoc! He npuxo-
AW M KTO XxJne6a B joar npocutb? Hyxaa-to Goabluas.
A oHu... 310 Tak u 6yner! Yero um Kaako Kakywo-HHOYIb
nynoBky? C nux xe Geperca. CnaBa Bory, xne6a uenniit
ambap.

Ynbi6asicb MeJNIaHXOJNMYECKH, OH 3aKalIfJCS.

[ToToM nojouwen K OKHY, pa3jBUHYN KuCelHble 3aHa-
BECKM M BHMMATEJbHO MOCMOTpE] Ha YJHLY, Ha MJOLLAAb,
He UJET JIM KTO OT ero BopoT. CTeMHes0, HO MOXHO ObLIO
ellle PaCCMOTPeTb, KaK TY4YH HeCyTCSi BBepXY, NMOAroHseMble
BeTpoM. Hurpe He Gbl10 BUAHO xMBOH AywH. Tosabko mep-
KOBb BBICHIACh Cpeid MJIOWAaAH TEMHbIM CHAY3TOM, BCH
Mokpasi oT HeHacTbd. O. Uiabsa 3agymancs, rasias B OKHO H
NpHUCAYIINBAsACh K WIyMy A0xAd. Bcem cymiecTBoM cBouMm
oulyman oH 3abpoleHHOCTb. Kakue-TOo sipkne KapTHHBI
BCTaBaIX B JAylle ero, MNOJIHble KPacoK, MOJIHble 3BYKOB;
OXBaTbIBaJl BHOBb TOT MHPaX WHOMN XXH3HM, KOTOpasi BCeraa
XHUNa B rayOGuHe XyliM ero, B TalHHUKaxX, HUKOMY HeLO-
crynubix. CoJsHue lora, Grecraulee, sipkoe, Jeca, nepemy-
TaHHble JMaHAMH, B KOTOPbIX TafATCA 3Mesl H rueHa, 6ecko-
HeyHble PaBHHHbI CO CTajaMu OGM30HOB, MacyLIUXCS Ha AU-
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KOM NPHUBOJIbE, U NMaJaTKH OXOTHHUKOB, BOJIbHBIX MCC/IEL0Ba-
TeJleif HEM3BECTHBIX CTPaH, C KOCTPaMH, C pyxeHHbIMU 3aJ-
namu... Bcé 3To cnneranocs B ¢aHTaCTHYECKHU-NPUYYAIH-
Byl0 ¢aHTacMaropuio, CrnJetTanoch, paclyieTalocb B Aylle
ero. A B OKHO CMOTpe/Ja Ha Hero TOCKa OLHHOYECTBa, C
rpsisHOM MJIOWAAM, C TEMHOH YJHMIlbl, OMyCKajJaChb XMapow
C XMypbIX TYyH4, lIeniTaja eMy KaKHe-TO CKa3KU-ObLIH, Tpe-
nerajsa B 3aHaBeCKaX OKOH M CKpe6Jacb BMeCTe C MbILIbIO
B yriy ero KOMHAThL

Co B310XOM OTOpBAaBIIMCb OT OKHa, OH KoJe6io-
LLEI0CH MOXOAKOH Bbllle] B KYXHIO.

— Karenbka! IlpaBo, kTo-TO Obl1 ¥y Hac! — ckasan
OH; — 3aueM Thl CKpbiBaeuwib? Kak 3T0 HenpusiTHO!

— HenpusitHo, Tak ¥ cuau B kabGuHeTe, 06OHMHCH C
CBOMMHM KHMUIaMM AypaukMMu! — paccepausaacbh nonaibs.

— YTo xe Thl CepAMIIbCS?

— Ckaxure noxainyitcta! 3a60oTUlbCs,, 3a60THULLBLCS
0 HeM, a BMecTO OjarogapHocTH: HenpusitHo! Jlpyrasi Gbl
nonajbsl AaBHO cOexasia OT TaKOH XKH3HH. 51 TOJbKO, rpeli-
Hasi, Tepnjio!

OH xoTen YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO MaXHyJ PYKOI0 M yLies
B KabGuHeT. 34ecb OH OmATb Jier NMoGJAHXKEe K Jamne, B3si
KHHUTY M CTaj 4uTaTh. «Branm, Ha kpaio paBHHUHBI, — YMTA]
oH, — Xpa6poe Cepaue ysuzaea Genemouye natatku. Torpa
CHOBA, MpHUNaB K 3eMJe, OH, KaK 3Mesi, 6eCIIyMHO MOMOJ3
No BbLICOKMM TpPaBaM K Jiarepio».

3a okHOM luyMeJO HeHacTbe. JlepeBO wWyplwiano no
OKHY OrOJIEHHbIMH BeTBSIMH.

I'ne-to cBepuyok 3anen. Mbiup 3ackpebaa.

Il

¥YTpo BCcTano Haj 3emieil ellle HeHaCTHee Beuepa.

Husko nonsau xmypble o6saka, kJayGHINCh, pa3pbiBa-
JIHCb, COEHHSASICh B MPayHO-Cepble TY4YH, U3 KOTOPbIX MYyT-
HOI mnejleHo# ocefan MeJKHid JLOXAb, MOXOXHI Ha H3MO-
po3b. M36yiKkH nocenka GbLIM YepHbl, rPsA3HbI, HECYACTHBIL.
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Bce KpacKu TpUpPOABI CAMHAIH, NOTYCKHENH, CTEPAHMChb.
TocKa TYCKJABIM OKOM CMOTpela C TIpsi3HO-Ceporo He6a,
BLIF/ISIABIBAIA M3-32 KaXJIOro NOKPHBHMBIUEroCsl TMJIETHS,
3anoJsana B KOMHAThl 4Yepe3 3amnoTejble OKHa, Kak yOuii-
na, 6eClIyMHO Hamajaja Ha Jiojeil M AyWIMIA HX.

EnBa o. Uaba cen 3a yTpeHHuit yaif, Kak K HEMYy SIBH-
Jachb ckyvamwouas ny6auka. CHauana npuwen AHTOH AHTO-

HblY, ¢enbiliep, — KPaCHOPOXHH, NPU3EMHUCTHI yeJOBEK.
OH 6b1 MpayeH, KaK HEHaCTHOe YTpO.
— TonoBa Goaur! — ckasan OH, moTupas 106 U Kak

6yATO BONMPOCHTENbHO MOCMATPHBas Ha GaTIOLIKY.

— Mbl ee pycCKMM CPeACTBOM noJieduM! — yabiGHYA-
cs o. Unbs, pocrasasi u3 wkana rpagpui. — Kars, npune-
cH-Ka 3akycoukH... Hano denpauepa noneyntb, 3aXBopaem
— M OH Hac... TOro...

— Ha ToT cBeT BblIeYMT? — NOAWIYTHAA NONaibd,
OTKJaJblBasi WIMTbe M HamMpasisisiCb B KyXHIO 32 3aKyCKoil.

denbawep cierka pacises.

— BcemupHoe cpeacTtBo! — cCKasan OH, KHBHYB Ha
rpacduH M 3aCMesiBLIMCb XPHIJILIM CMEXOM, — MOC/JOBHIA
rOBOPHTCSI: KTO BOJOYKY He Jo6uT, TOT Bory Bpar.

OH 3aKaya/cs Ha CTyJle OT MPUATHOrO CMexa, LypsiChb
Ha rpaduH, KaK KOT Ha MacJjo.

EnBa nossuics rpaduH, npuien U AbSkOH. [oBopuiH,
4TO Yy AbSIKOHA 0c060e YyTbe PasBWIOCH OT JOArOf mpak-
THKH... BPOJLe IIECTOro YyBCTBa: OH BOAKY HM3JaiAH Yy
JbsikoH Obll MasleHbKMH, C rjia3aMM HaBbIKaTe M COBep-
IIEHHO JbICHI: KOrAa-TO XeHa 3axoTesa CAeNaTb ero Kyi-
PSIBBIM M TOMasaja MNbSHOMY TOJIOBY YyAOAeiCTBEHHOM
Ma3bio. Bce BosOCHI BbLIE3IIH.

— Mory BMeCTHTH? — CKasal AbSKOH, MO310pOBaB-
WKCh M MOAXOAS K rpaduny.

Boinua, cen Kk CTOJMy, MOrJafuia JbICHHY, KPSIKHYA M
BbITapalllu/ raasa: 3To Obl1a ero BCerjallHsis MPHBbIYKA.

Tem BpemeHeM ¢esbalIep COBCEM paciiBed.

— Ja... BOT, — 3aroBOpHJI OH OXHBJIEHHO, MOALeBas Ha
BWIKY KYCOK CeJle[KH M OTNpaBJss ero B pOT, — Mbl Buepa
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¢ nucapeM-to, ¢ KanuroHom-to MBaHoBHuYEeM, 310-0-pOBO
sanoxuan! KanutoH-to VMBaHOBMY BBIMUTL He Aypa-ak!.
O-ro-ro!.. YerBepTb noctaBb, KoHuMT!.. Hy, n mouen xe
OH Ha yeTBepeHbKax JomMoil. CMOTPIO B OKHO €My BCJeL...
4TO, AYMalO, TaKOe... TEIEHOK — He TEeJIEHOK... A 3TO OH...
Ha YeTBepeHbKaX... Ja roJOBOA-TO BCE B rpsid3b HOPOBHT...

denbiliep ONATh 3aKOJBIXAJACA Ha CTyJe OT CMexa
npu BocnomuHauuu o Kanurone MBaHoBHue.

— Y MeHsl CO BuepallHEro B rojioBe TOXe CTyKaTeHb
uaer! — CKasan JAbSIKOH, BBIPA3HUTENbHO KPSIKHYB: —
Tpeck! C/IOBHO TaM KpbIly JIOMAIOT... WIM K3 MNyLIeK Ma-
aat!.. MHe yX JbSIKOHMIIa Ha Hee YTPOM YeThipe Bejpa
BOAbI BbuIMAA... He GepeT! O. Wibs... MOry BMeCTHTH?

deibiliep NOCMEWMa MNOCAEL0BaTb NPUMEPY AbSKO-
Ha, MocCjie 4ero COBepLUEHHO 3aropeiics NjaMeHeM.

— A y Hac HOBOCTb, 6aTiollKa, — CKasal OH, —
Kanuton-to WBaHblY XOTes CerojHs KO MHe NpUATH, —
Ia Hekorza, — cya! Bopa noiimann. Ha ane6actposoit

rope HHCTPYMEHTbI yKpas.

— UYeit Takoit? — cnpocua o. Niabs.

— Epemees.

[Monaapst yAMBJAEHHO MOJAHSJIA rOJOBY, M KpacKa 3aiu-
Aa caerka auuo ee. Ho ona cefluac e CrokoMHO MpUHsAAACh
3a IIHTHE.

— OT HMX TOJNBKO M CTaHeTCd, — 3aMeTWla OHa
CBOMM CYXHMM TOHOM; — KaK e ero noimanu?

— Tyt uenas ucropust! — 3sacmesiica ¢eapimep. —
EpemeeB HOYbl0 Ha ane6acTpoByl0 ropy npobpaJjcsi, cmy-
CTWICS B LIAXTy, A2 MHCTPYMEHTHbI U CBUCTHYJ. Ha Ty nopy
Kysbma Ilomasok ¢ BanaGaHOBbIM B3AyMald Ha HOYHYIO
pa6oty uatH. IpHiLaK, XBaTWINCh MHCTPYMEHTOB, — HeT!
A Tloma3ok-To napeHb BOCTpBIH, B CTenH, B Moxojnax Obl-
Ban. «5l, — rosoput, — Ha Amy-J/lapbe THrpoB BbICJIE-
XKHUBaJ, a 3TOMy BOpy MeHsi He nposecTH!..». IlpuGexan
JOMO#, JoWajb ocepat, ja B ropoj, — NpSIMO K CecTpe,
Ja y cecTpbl M Hapsawicsa 6a6oii.. Hapsauiacs sTo on
6a6oit 1 mowes, BbllaruBaeT no 6asapy. Tam emy Kpu-
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YaT: «TeTeHbKa, 4YTO mnoOKynmaewn?.» OH M raasom He
moprHetr. XBaTb, a EpemeeB-T0 BOT! ¥YX HHCTPYMEHTBI
npojan ¥ AeHbru moayvaet... [ToMa3ok-To cefiyac naaTox
AoJ0ii, J1aThe CHSJI, Ja U KPUYHUT: «CTOi!.. Y3Haellb MeHs?
Ja 3a muBopoT... [IpuBe3 OH ero B MOCEJNOK ellle PaHO Io-
yTpY, 4aca ABa TOMYy Ha3ajl; Temnepb CXOJ CKJIMKAIOT: Cy-
auth GyayT... Xe-xe-xe!.. Her, kak 3T0 OH J0BKO... Llan-
napan. Bamka stot INomasok!

— Brimn6ano Homep nepBblii! — Ckasan AbSKOH.
— Hyxaa! — 3ametrna o. Uibg ¢ OTTEHKOM rpycCTH.
— Hyxaa! — npespuTeabHO nepeipasHuia nonajbs,

— y Tebs1 Bcé Hyxjaa. Hapox ms6anosancs, ot yto! Ilo-
MOeMy, Majo HX... MOpIOT-TO!

— Kakue THl Bcerpa raynoctu rosopuuib, Kars! —
paccepawicsi o. Unbsi. — BoT 6GoraTble MyXHKH He HAYT
BopoBaTb. OTyero e BCE GejaHble BOPYIOT?

— A Buepa KanurtoH-to VBaHblY eme HOBOCTb MHe
cKasbiBaJ, 6aTiollka, — 3aroBopusa ¢esbjauiep, HeTBEpLO
BbIrOBapuBasi cnoBa: — AHApP3 Hauweacs!

— Yo BbI! — OxuBHICH 0. Uibsl, naxe npuBcTaB C
auBaHa. — He moxet 6biTh! OTKyAa OH BblYHTaN?

— ToBopur, Hawencs. B neanuke, 6yaro 6bl, cupern,
a JeTOM, KaK pacTasjo, BbllleJ.

— JlyxoBHbI#l, 4TO JH? — CNPOCHJ JIbSAKOH.

— BosayxonnaBaredsb.
— Bo-on!.. Kak on B norpe6-to nonan?
— boxe moii! Boxe moit! — BoaHoBaics o. Uabs,

— yauBuaM Bbl MeHd. U npaxe o6pagoBaniy, MpU3HATHCA...
Hawenca! Haiti-to Bor, uto6bl 3TO npaBga Obina, a He
BbiAyMKa... Beap Bbl moiiMuTe, AHTOH AHTOHBIY, KaK OH
Hayky oGoraTut! Beab TaM, 3a BeYHbIMM JIeASIHHIMM TO-
pamu, ObITb MOXET, HOBble CTPaHbl, HOBble JIOAH; COBep-
IIEHHO HeM3BECHbIe ellle HayKe — PACTeHUS] U XXHMBOTHLIE...
Bomue6Hbiit mMup!

— Mory BMecTHTH? mnpo6Gacus JbSKOH, TOPOMSCh
NOMpPaBUTh I'0JIOBY; — CTOMaxa paiu TeJeCHOro.

— Ileiite, He cnpawmuBaiTe! — oTmaxHyacs o. Uabs
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H npoposxai, obpawasce K ¢eapauepy: — Aa, AHTOH
Antonbid! YenoBek BClo 3emao oGoiuen, B MyCThIHH Npo-
HHK, B JieCa MepBOObITHbIE... HA JHO MOPCKO€ CNyCKAaJCHl...
BCIO NPUPOAY HccaepoBan.. Kaxaas nraumka TaM, TpaBka,
Oykalllka B KHHraX 3aperMCTpHpPOBaHa.. A BOT — noJoc!
TaHHCTBEHHBIA MHp, HEHCCJeLOBaHHbIA MHp... 3anpeT Ha
Hero AJs u4ejoBeka nonoxed.. [loroamre-ka, s KapTy

NpHHecy.

O. Uabsi GbicTpo mpoiues B KaGHHET.

— BMecTHM? — OXHMBHICA AbSKOH, MHTHYB ¢eJbi-
Wwepy Ha rpaduH, u obpatuics K monajipe: — Maryuika!

Paspewn. Matb nonaabsi! TIpu-10XKHMMCS K HacTo-euke,
noTo-M 1 K orypuy!
JbsIKOH 3amnen:

Bex Ha-m1 He poa-ra-ik..
Bui-nbeM no mnoJa-Ha-fi...

Bcnex 3a TeM y AbSKOHa COBEpLIEHHO B3MOKJA Jibi-
CHHa, a ¢desbilIep CTad NMOXOAUTb Ha NOBElIEHHOro, KOTO-
pOro TOJMIBLKO YTO CHSUIH C METJH.

— BoTt! — roBopun Bo36yxaeHHo o. WUiabs, pasio-
XHMB aT/acC Ha CTOJle M BOAS MNajblieM MO KapTe. —
CmoTtpHTe... BOT... 3emnst Ppanua-Hocuda... BoT, BULHKTE,
KaK TYT 3em/1s 0oGpbiBaeTCs... Jlajbllie HHYEro He H3BeCT-
HO... HHYero! A Beab TaM camble 4yjaeca AOJMKHbI ObITb.
l'oBopAT, TaM 3a JeAsHBIMH ropaMH — Temnjaoe mope!

denbaiep CMOTpPea Ha KapTy COBEPLIEHHO MOCOJO-
BEBIUMMH I/1a3aMH M NMOKa4MBAJCH Ha CTyJe, Kak GyATO OT
YAMBJIEHHS, a AbSKOH CKas3aJ:

— He u3 Boaku mope-to, o. Uaba? Bot 6wl rae npu-
Xojel, NMOAKETb... [OBOPAT, eCTh TaKue MeCTa, r'ie U3 BOJA-
KH peku TekyT. Pait!

— Yuramu Bbl Hancena? — oOpatuiacs o. Uabs
¢enpawepy, caxicb Ha auMBaH: — «Cpeiu MOJAsIpHON HO-
yu»?

denbauiep XOTeN CKa3aTh «HET», HO y HEr0 He BBILLIO.

— Hpasurcs mHe on! Kak yBnekaresnbHo, sipko pu-
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CyeT OH 4yAaeca moJspHoro mupa! Bbl Tonbko mpeAcTaBbTe
cebe 3Ty GeCKOHEYHYI0, MOPO3HYIO, TEMHYIO, TOPXeCTBEH-
Hy0... 6e3MoJBHyI0 HOub! Yacel Geryr.. 6GeryT CyTKH...
GeryT Hepeau... A BCE He CBeTaeT... BCEé THXO, BCE TeMHO!
Toabko JNeisiHble ropel, Gesesi, MIBIBYT Aa CTaJKHBAIOTCA C
TPECKOM, Ja pacChinaloTCsl, pasjieTasCb B KYCKH... H MOpe
6yp/iMT NOA HMMH, Mpa4Hoe, yepHoe, kak 4yepHuna! Beanlie
MeJBeAN DeBYT Ha JbJAHHAX. A BBepxy 3Be3jibl FOpAT...
6oablume... apkue! U Bapyr no He6y B3MeTHeTCS CeBepHOe
CHSIHHME... HIVIaMH... CTOJNGAMH... NEPEJMBAMH:.. MONYAJIHBO...
XOJIOLHO... TAUHCTBEHHO!

— Ax! — B310XHyJ1 OH, OTKMABIBasACb Ha AWBAH, —
BCIOAY no6biBaTh Obl, BCE Gbl yBHAETb... BCE Obl H3BeAaTh!
Kak meHst Brexksno koraa-to... Baekno — manuno... A cyab-
6a-To BOT... §I CblHa HeMpeMeHHO B YHHMBEPCHTET Hanpasio!

— Xo-opo-ine cTpaHbl! — mnokayHyacs ¢enbiuep
Ha CTyJe, — OTTYAA K HaM HCJaHACKHI MOX uaeT. X0-po-0-
ee cpeAcT-BO!

— Boaky mMoxHO HacTauBaTb? — CNPOCH AbSKOH.

— Her! — MoTHyn denbauep ronosoit Tak, kak-6ya-
TO OH XOTeJ MOKaTHTb ee MO MOJy BMeCTO Liapa.

— 3uauut, ApsiHb! A Thl xBamub! BoT anuc — uy-
JdecHas wTyka! Takas U3 aHuCa HAaCTOIKa BBIXOIMT, YTO 1,
6paT, KaKoit MMUTOK, — M TO POT paseBaio... SIko pri6a!

TyT AbSIKOH BbITapaluJ rjasa.

— Mory BmecTHTH?

— Kymaiire, 0. apskon, — rosopua o. Unbg, meura-
TeJIbHO CMOTPSl KYyJa-TO 3a OKHO ropsil¥M B30pOM. —
AnToH AHToHbIN... [TonpaBasiiTecs!

— ¥Yx-x d... non-ppa... — 6opmoTan ¢enabauep.

— Anrtoxa! — B3bBan K ¢enbiliepy AbSKOH: Ila-
panHem! 3a Angpes... uToGbl B norpe6 He monagan!

— Llap-pa-a... — GopmoTan ¢eabiuep; — TOJMb-KO y
MeHS$... T'0JI-JI0Ba... Yero-To...

— Myctax! Ot Boaku Bcsikas rososa npoxoxut! [oT-
HM M3 TemJaoro Mops, BCé mpoiizeT!

BbinuB pIOMKY, AbSIKOH CKa3ai:
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— O. Um4...

OH cJlerka HakKJOHH/ rOJIOBY H 3aMOTall €l0.

— He Haxutb TeGe ¢ Kykom pobpa!

— C kakum Kykom, 0. AbSKOH?

— MUsBecTHO, ¢ kakuM. C xanuraHom Kykom! KoTopeiit
no BojaM mnuaBaj... TeGe-e Ha Bo-ga-a-x!.. [lo Hawe# ny-
XOBHOIi yacTH apyrasi npokjamauus nojaraercs... [lgrak —
psinoBo#, rpuBeHHUK — (ebagebdenb... JIByrpuBeHHbll —
Mauop, NMOJITHHHHK — POTHbIii... Pynb — kanuTaH... A Mbl
— reHepaibl!.. Ctpoiicb, paBHSHCb, PyKH MO LIBaM, noJe-
sait B kapmaH! TyT OHO M 3a6peHYMT B KapMaHe-TO, KaK y
naps Cosomona! A ¢ Kykom — nponajeuib, noToMy OH,
Kyk-T0, mo MOpcko#i 4acTH, a Mbl MO LYXOBHOM.

JbsiKOH XHTpO cowypua Ha o. Uabio raasa. [Torom, 3a-
ObIBLIY, YTO CeiiyacC TOJIbKO BBIMHUJ, ONSATh NPUHSJICS JOBUTb
rpacuH, roops:

— Mory Bmectutu? O. Uibsi! Bo 3apaBue ayuu u
Tena. Y meHs BCE ewle Tpeck!

OH npoaun pIOMKYy M CTal HalIuBaTb ApYryio, Gop-
Moya:

— ®enpawep! Auntoxa!.. Ip-py-r.. Bmectum.. 3a
Anppes... 3a Kyka... 3a Tenable MOps... B COPOK I'paiycCoB.

OH BbIMUJI PIOMKY M 3aKOHYMJI:

— U 3a Bcex ap...xuepeesB!!

IMocTaBuB PIOMKY Ha CTOJ TaK, YTO OHa ynajia Ha 6OK,
OH, He 3aMeTHB 3TOr0, CTaJ CMOTPeTb B MNPOCTPAHCTBO.
denbaiep, JOBS CeleiKy, NMomajai BHIKOH B BapeHbe M
6opmoTan:

— Ky-y-k... Cuna ne B Ky...ke... TyT... Hayka, Gpa-T!

B 3To Bpems mpHOTBOpM/Ach ABepb M3 KyXHH, U KTO-
TOo no3san o. Uabio. Exsa o. Uabs Bbles, kak B HOTH eMy
ynana GeiHO OZeTas XeHIUMHA, 3aljlaKaHHasi 4O OMyXOJu
JHLa.

— bBarowka! Poanoit! — 3sanenerana ona, crapasch
nofiMatb ero pPyKy, M, HECMOTPS Ha nportecThl 0. WUibwy,
noytH oGHMMala eMy HOTH B CMEPTEJbHOM BOJHEHHH. —
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Bartiowka! 3amuT! 3actynuce. He k kxoMy, kpome Tebs,
KHHYTbCS... 3alUTH CHpOT!

— Yro cayumnoch? — B3BOMHOBaJNCS 0. ibs.

— CxsBatuau... CyauTb XOTAT X03siMHa-TO Moero! [le-
TH-TO MajleHbKHe OCTaHyTCs. JleBOYKa-TO B KOPH JI€XKHT.
B octpor nocaautb xoTaT... Kopmunen moit... Cnacu... 3a-
wmuTu!l.

— EpemeBa Tbl, 4TO-1H?

— EpemeBa, rony6b Thl MO CH3OKpPBLIBIH...

— BcTaHb-Ka TBI, pacCKaxH-Ka MHe, B 4eM LeN0 —
TOJIKOM.

Ba6a c TpyAoM moAHANACh C MOJa M Hayajla pacckas,
npepbiBaeMblii CJle3aMH ¥ BO3IJIaCaMH OTYastHHA.

— AnxTOoxa! — Tem BpeMeHeM roBOPHJI AbAKOH, CTa-
pasch noitMaTb rpaduH, — Xxouellb camocTpeay? Maryu-
Ka-a... 671aroc/oBu... 3a 1Ky 3aJUThb!

— Baa-ro-cno-Bu... — 6opmoTan ¢enbauep, CTapasch

MOJAHATH rOJIOBY CO CTOJA.

O. Uabsa Bowlea B 3aiblly, NMblIast pyMSIHLEM.

— Joxaamucs! CnaBa Bory! — 3aroBopun oH, o6pa-
ILasiCb K Monajbe, HepBHO NOTHpasi pykH. OH rHeBHO 06-
JaBaJl ee JIMXOPaLOYHO-60JIe3HEHHBIM B3rJISOM.

— Y10 Takoe? — Cyxo cnpocuia mnonajbs, NOAHSB
roJIoBy U HaXMypHB GPOBH.

— Ilpekpacho! IlpeBocxoaHOo! — HepBHO warana o.
Nabs mo koMHaTe, — BeJH-KOJIENHO!!..

— Jla B yem aeno? I'oBOpU TOJKOM! — MOYTH KPHK-
HyJIa MOMNajbsi, OTIOXKHUB padoTy.

— CkaxwuTe Bbl MHe, moxanyiicra! — OCTaHOBHJCSH
nepes Heit o. Uibs, Tpemema oT riHeBa, — pas3bIACHHTE

MHe, clejaiiTe MHJIOCTb, Ha KaKOM OCHOBaHHM Bbl He JO-
NycKaeTe KO MHe npuxoxaH? UYTo Bbl 3a Takylo HOBYIO
MaHepy B3saM, a? Beab 3TO... 3TO OTBpaTHTeMbHO!! VY
MeHs cJI0B HeT! JTO... 3TO... YOPT 3HaeT, 4YTO Takoe!
[Monaabsi OTKHMHy/MA WIHMTbe W MOLLIA U3 KOMHATHI.
— XoTb 6bl JIOAEH-TO MNOCTHIAMJICH, CKaHAaAbHHK!..
— NPOPOHHJIA OHA Ha mnopore.
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— YT06 y Mme-us B apyro#t pas sroro He Gbuio!! —
TMOYTH HLETCKMM roJiocoM 3akpuyan o. Unpsi. — YTo6bl HU-
Korga 3Toro He Obuio! Bel TO/MBKO mpeacTaBbTe ceGe...
npeacrasbTe! — o06GepHyJcs OH K desbauiepy, KOTOPBIi,
HaKOHell, MOJHSAJ rOJIOBy M CMOTpeJ Ha JbsSKOHa, LyMas,
4YTO 3TO roBOopuT OH. — EpemeeB, okaspiBaeTcs, MPUXOAUI
BUepa KO MHe, a ero He aonyctuiu... Ilonumaere? Tyt
HyXJa Takasi, 4TO Ha BOPOBCTBO YeJiOBeK moiuen! A OHa...
BOT 3Ta CaMasi MOSl XeHa, YTO TaM, B COCelHeif KOMHaTe
3/IMTCSl, OHA €ro BLINPOBOAWJA W MHe HHYEro He cCKasana...
Al.. Nonumaere?.. Beab onu y6uBaioT mMeHs!

denpauiep onaTh ycnokounacs. JbSKOH JOBHI rpaduH.

— Y6uBaloT, Tak BOT yX0XYy 5 OT Te6s! — BbICTaBMIA
nonajbsi M3 ABepH 3J0e JHULO, — HaZoed Thl MHEe CO CBO-
HMH NPOMOBEISIMH. ..

— Yxoau! ¥Yxoau! Pap 6yay!! — kpuuan o. Unbsi, —
KamnuTajbl X0Yelllb HAXUTb Ha cly4ail moeit cmepTu! Ha my-
KHUUKHX xnebax paspo6pers!! He 6yay s Gosblue u xae6
cobupaThb... HOPT C Bamu!

— He co6upait! Pasnait nocaeaunit! — He yHumanace
nonajbs 3a JABepbl0, — MOJOXHelllb, XOPOHUTb HE Ha 4YTO
6ynetr. 1 To Ha najaH AbILUKIG...

Y Hero JMIO MCKa3ua0Ch 6OJIe3HEHHOl CyLOpOroi.

— MW paspa-m! Paspam! Hapouno paszam! Komy ka-
koe xeno! UtoObl Tebe TONbKO He AOCTABajloOCh, caTaHe!

OH XpyCTHyN najbLamu.

— Ax... y6exa-a 6bl s oT Bac!

— Muncbe! — He yHumanacp nonafbsi, — HHUKTO ¥Ka-
JeTb He Oyner.

— Epecb! — OypkHya1 BAPYr AbSIKOH, NOHMAaBILM,
HakoHell, rpaduH, — apuaHcTBO!

OH cTan HanuBaTb MHUMO PIOMKH.

— XoTb 6bl BbI-TO MOMOJIYAJH, O. ABSKOH! — pasjpa-
XEeHHO 3akpuyan o. Mibs; — He BaM CBSILEHHMKA YUYMTb,

KaK MOCTYNaTb Hajo... 3aCAYyXKHUTE CBSILLEHHUKA, TOTAA JKH-
BUTe, KaK 3Haere!
denpawep cTan NpUXpansiBaTh.
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JbsiIKOH BHIMMJ PIOMKY, BCTaa M ycTaBua Ha o. Wb
riaasa.

— Tak-Kk Tbl... BO-0-T KakK... 0. Mibsi! Tak Thl MeHs...
KaK MoYMTaellb... Tak Thl BO-0-0...

— OTcranbTe Bbl OT MeHsi!.. — Kpuuan o. Uibg, Geras
Mo KOMHaTe B mpHucTyne 6ojie3HEHHOro rieBa. — Bce Bb
TYT 3a01HO... laiika!

— Taxk Tl B0O-0-0...

JIbSIKOH YpOHHMJ PIOMKY Ha MOJ M CTal HallynbiBaTh
KOCSIKH, UTOOb! BBIATH B ABEpb.

— Cyau-tbca 6yay!!! — KpH4aa OH U3 KYXHH, 4TO-
TO TaM pPOHSS.

O. Habst npoGexancs ewie pasa jABa N0 KOMHaTe, No-
TOM NpolleJ] B TEMHYIO NMPHXO0XYIO M CTal TaM OAEBaTbCH.
Briitas depes napaiHoe KpbuleYKO Ha YJMIY, OH Hanpa-
BWICA 4Yepe3 IJOWLAAb K NPaBJEHHIO.

Il

Llen noxnab.

Tyun Hecaucb BBepXy, NpUHHUMas (paHTaCTHYECKHE
¢opmbl uyaoBuw. IlosgeHb HanmomuHan Beyep, Tak ObuIO
TEMHO, YHBLIO, Cblpo. BHYTpH npaBieHus OblIO elle TeM-
Heit. CBeT JlaMnbl CKBO3b CTEKJIO, 3araxeHHoe MyXaMH, He
Pa3roHs1 Mpaka no yriam ¥ oT6pachiBajl 4epHble, FMTaHT-
CKHe CHAY3Thl JIOJeil Ha mpokonTeable cTeHbl. Oxecto-
YeHHOE rajijieHbe HamnoJHAN0 KOMHaTy. Bosee Bcex kpuyan
MaJleHbKHH, YepHeHbKMH Ka3ayeHOK, CO 3JbIMH, KaK y BO-
poHa, raasamu. OH 3106HO CyeTHW/Cs mepel CTOJOM, 3aBa-
JeHHpIM 6yMarami, 3a KOTOPbIM CHAEJ NHCapb, HarHyB-
wMiica Hapx JAMCTOM GyMmaru.

— TIMuuu! — oTyagHHO Kpuuan oH, — mnuiM, Kanu-
TOoH UBaHbiy, 6ymary aramaHy OTAesa, 4YTO OGLLECTBO
)KesnaeT ka3aka EpemeeBa BO BTOpO# OTAeN BbICAATb.

— Tloroau-ka Tbi, erosa! — roBOpua BbICOKHi, Xy-
Joil Kasak, C OKJagucTod pbhxeil 6opoaoil M mojciaeno-
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BaTbIMM IJa3aMH: — He erosu 3ps-To! Belab ¢ Hyxabl
YeJIOBeK....

KasayeHok Tak M MeTHyJCs:

— Tei-To nomoayn! — 3aopan OH: — Tbl XOTb H
LLepKOBHbIH CTapoCTa, a B 3TOM JeJie TBOEro rojiocy Her,
notomy EpemeeB Te6Ge cpoaHu npuxoiuTcs. MHCTpyMeHTHI-
TO, Yath, Mou! Ilo HacTosiemy-To 3akoHy EpemeeBa Hano
B OCTpOr OTNpaBMTh, YTOOb He OajoBajncsi! MHoro ux,
0XOuYHMX JO 4Yyxoro Ao6pa, Haimercs...

— Yynaxk! Hyxna-to He TeTrka! — He YyHHMaJCH
CTapoCTa: — BeJb 4YeJOBEeK MepBbii pa3 3ameueH.

— A HamejHHMCb Jowiafell y o6uecTBa yrHaau ABaj-
aTh rojoB! — KpH4yajl KasayeHOK, BepTHACb, CJAOBHO BOJI-
YOK, M0 THWJIOMY TOJy NMPaBJIEeHHSl; — 3TO TOXe C HYXJbI?
Toxe npocTUTh Hapo?

— TlpaBuabHo! IlpaBuabHO! — 3aryjaesna Bcf TOJMNA,
NpH HANMOMMHAHUM O JIOIWIAASX; — KAaK MOXHO BOpaM mo-
Tauyky jpasatb! Tbl, MBaH 'aBpuibi4, He BCTymaHcsi; TYT
Aeno obuwecrBenHoe. [Muuy, Kanuron MBanby, 6Gymary. Bo
BTopo#t oTaen!

Epemees, cupeBlinii Bc€ BpeMs Ha JiaBKe, OMYyCTHBLIH
roJIoBy, BCKOYMJI C Hee M BCTaJ nepej oOLIECTBOM.

— AHa-de-mbl! — 3a0panm OH JAMKHM TO0JOCOM; —
NpOKJATH GyAbTe OTHbIHE M X0 Beka! BoJIKM Bbl HeHachIT-
Hble! YTpo6bl 063KOpAUBbIe!

— Mon-4yaTh! — rposHo 3akpuHaJ Ha HEro aTama,
KPaCHBbI YPSAHMK C MeJANsIMM Ha TpYAH.

— Tloroxy! ChHauana ckaxy Bam BCIO MpaBAy, YTOGbI
riasa BalM GecCTbIXKHME XOTb Pa3 B XHM3HH CTbIIOM 3aJ0-
XKuio. A notom... xotb B Cubups rounte! Beage aoau xu-
ByT. KT0 MeHs nuwum caenan? [lo ubeit munocT 1 B 06-
wecTBe nocaeikuit yenosek cran?! Kro BuHOBarT... A?!

— Ocaranen oH, OGpaTtup!! Artaman.. KoncTanTHH
Murpuu... ITocagn ero B XOMOAHYI0... 3aTKHH TVIOTKY!

— JIHeBasbHble! — KPHKHYJN aTamaH

Ho EpemeeB BIpyr OTCKOYMI 3a CTON M GellleHO 3a-
CBEepKaJ riia3saMmH.
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— He noaxoan!! — noutu 3appryan on: — ocrepse-
Huics s! Jait mHe 3100y Moo Bbicka3ath! He mamcs, moka
Bcero He ckaxy! Ckaxwu-ka Tbl MHe, KoHCTaHTHH MuTpBIY:
KTO Yy MeHs JIolajAb CO ABOpa cBes 3a goaru? C ToR mopst
1 pasopeHbe Moe mnouwo... O6Human 1! Ko y mens mue-
HHULLY TOCJELHIOI BHIrpe6 Mo oceHH B Aeno3ut? OTAMYHTD-
Csl mepej HayaJbCTBOM 3aXOTeJ... He AapoM Tebe Mejalb-
To noBecunn! XKuso-pe-3!

— Kak Tbl cMeelllb OCKOPOJSITb MEHSi? — BCIBIXHYJ

ataMaH: — §1 npu JRo/xkHocTH coctolo! Kanuton UBanbly,
3anuliM ero peyH.
— 2KuBo-pe-3! — opan EpemeeB He CBOMM rojoCoM;

— nuuK, 6ecCTbXXHEe TBOM IJasa, 3anucbiBail! 3anuumu u
TO, KaK Tbl wrpadamu MeHs naBua! CeGe Thl ApoBa pyoun

B 3anoBefHOM JeCy, — TebGe MoxHO! CBaTbfiM TBOMM —
MoxHo! KymoBbsiM TBoMM MOXHO! BorartesiM, ¢ KOTOpbIMH
Tbl BOAKY Xpellb, — TOXe MOXHO. A GelHblit uyenoBek

JAPOBHHUIUKH BaJleXXHHUKY Hac6upan — wrtpad... [lec Th, a
He artamaH!

— JlHeBasbHbIE!

— He noaxo-an-u! Jluxomen Bbl Bce! Bbl MeHs 10
nokpaxu gosean! He s BUHOBaT, — Bbl, aHadembl!

— UYrto ke 3To Takoe! Jlo Kakux mop caywatb! —
3arajjena BCA TOJNa B OJAMH TroJOC; — eMy, 3JOAel0,
octpory mMajo! Buauiub, oH... caTaHa kakoit! BeicaaTs, Bbl-
caath ero! Iuumm...

3acToHano BCcé mpaBijeHHe OT LIyMa: BCe KpHUYaJH, He
cayuiass OLMH JAPYroro, Maxajl¥ DyKaMH, nepepyrHBajHCh.
YepHeHbkHH Ka3aueHOK BCE BepTescsi Ky6apeM mepes TOJ-
noii, noaseras TO K OLHOMY, TO K Apyromy. OauH 1epKoB-
HbIl CTapocTa TrPyCTHO CTOS1 B CTOPOHe, He NpPHHMMas
yu4acTusi B crope.

Bapyr Tonna pacctynuiaach M CMOJKJA.

Cpeau Hee crosin o. Uabsi.

HukTo He 3aMeTHs, Kak OH Bolllel M CTaa MO3ajH
TOMMbI, NpUCAywHBasch K caoBam EpemeeBa. Tenepb oH
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BBICTYNHJ TMOYTH Ha CepeiMHy, OleAHbIH, C rOPALIMMH ria-
3aMH.

— Crapukn! — ckasan on, — ornyctute Epemeesa...
A 3a Hero npouuy!

Bce monuanu, B HepoymeHuu oT Tako#t mpocbObl. Ha-
wencs Toibko mucapb. ITocmenBasicb rajeHbkoit ysbi6ou-
KO M3-MOJ yCOB, Ha KOTOPbIX HMKOrJa He MPOCbiXaja BOJA-
Ka, OH CKasal C/allaBbIM TOJIOCOM, C MOYTHTENbHOCTBIO,
TIJI0XO CKpbIBaBLIeil SILOBHUTYIO HaCMeILKY:

— barwomka! BaMm, MoxeT OblITb, HEM3BECTHO, YTO
EpemeeB kpaxy coBeplImn?

— Toromy u mpoumy! — ckasan o. Uabs.

Ilncapp CkIOHMA ronoBY Ha GOK, MOYTH MOJNOXHI ee
Ha TJIe4YO M 3aCMesiCA NMPOAOJKUTE/NbHbIM CMELUKOM, Ha-
NOMHHABLUMM IUHMNEHbE.

— Kak xe 3T0 BbI 32 BOpa npocuTe-c? — CKa3al OH,
— 3TO Jaxe COBCEM HeBepOSTHO-C!

B To xe BpeMms YepHEHbKHMIl Ka3ayeHOK 3aKpHuaJ, HH
K KOMYy COGCTBEHHO He 00pallasiCh:

— Kak moxno ornyctuth! 3TO Heabssi... [lyctb oT-
BETHUT 110 3aKOHY!

— 1 y o6uwecTsa npouwy! — Haxmypuics o. Uabsi, —
He y Tebs!

— Jla HHCTPYMEHTBI-TO MOH Beib! — 3aKpH4aa Kasa-
YEHOK; — YTO e 3TO GyAeT, KOJM BOpaM NOTauKy Aa-
BaTb! Hameanucob koHeit yruanm, Teneps...

TyT Mano-no-many nojHAICA o6WMit CAepiKaHHblA ro-
BOP.

— O uem ThI, GaTiolwKa, NPOCHWb! — roBOpUAM B
TOJME: — MOXHO JIH BOPa OTMYCTHTb!

— MoxHo! — ropsyo Bckpuyan o. abs; — Bbl pa3Be
3a0bLiM, Kak XpuCTOC G/MYAHHIY OTMYCTHJA, KOTOPYIO IO-
6utb kamusmu xotemu! Crapuku! S Bac mpowy! Cuenaii-
Te MHe yBaxceHue! fl, kak cBsieHHuk, npouwy! 51 pyuawochb
BaM, f 3Halo, 4To EpemeeB peliCTBUTENbHO OT BeJHMKO
HYXJbl HA TaKoi noCTynok pewmics. Hyxaa, ctapuku!
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— Bce Mbl, GaTiolika, B HyxJe xuBem! — pasia-
JUCb Tr0JI0OCa: — He HMAEM Xe BOpPOBaTh!

— He B Tako#t! — mnouru kpukhyn o. Uabg; — ne
MCTIBITANU elle Bbl TakO# HYXJAbI, AOMKHO ObiTb, KOrAa
’KeHa U peGATHLWKM NMyXHYT C rojIofy, KOria 4eJOBEK Me-
YeTCs leJbIMH FOJaMH, 4TO 6 XOTb 4epCTBYI0 KOPKY xje6a
pa3no6biTh, KOrja BeCb CBET OTBEPHYJCS OT Hero W Huye-
ro eMy He OCTaeTCsl JesnaTh, KaK MATH Ha 6OJblIyi0 AOPO-
ry. Crapuku! 3arasHuTe B CBOIO COBeCThb... Iloxymaiite!
He ry0Oure uenoBeka HaBcerja, He 037100/siiTe ero OKOH-
4aTeJbHO, He TpaBHTe ero, Kak BOJIKAa, NMPOCTHTE, KaK
Xpucrtoc nmpomwan! EpemeeB, ckojbko Tebe Jer?

— Copok, moan rosopar, — yrpiomo otBeuan Epe-
MeeB, NMPHCIYLIMBABIUKIACA K C/NOBaM CBsleHHHKA.
— Bort Buzure, Buaute! — rosopua o. Uabg, — no

COpOKa JieT yesoBek 6e3 3a30py MPOXHJ, YECTHBIM YWIEHOM
obuwecrta Bauero Obul. Ctano ObiTb, BeJMKa Ta HyxJAa
6bl1a, KOTOpasi JoBeJa ero A0 oTyasgHHoro mocrtynka! ITo-
Janeifte yenoBeka, ctapuku... Ilpocture!

— Hapno uxHero 6para xajetb, pa36ofiHukoB! — He
yTepnesa Kas3aueHOK.

— Toroau-ka Tb, nomonuu! — Bckpuyan o. Hibg,
nbuiasi pyMsiHeM, — He HakasbiBaTb EpemeeBa, He paso-
PSITb CCBIIKOIO BO BTOpOH OTAe], a MoMoub eMmy Hajgo! ¥
Hero XeHa 6oJibHasi, pe6GEHOK B KODH JIEXHT, B LOMe XJae6a
HM KyCKa, M30bl MCTONUTbL Heuem! B3sTb emy Herae, 3apa-
6oratb Herie! Hukto He Bepur emy! Buepa oH mnoage-
peBHHM 06exal, 4T06 XOTb KTO-HMOYAb B AOJr XJjeba nmose-
pun. BeiTh MoxeT, y MHOrMX M3 Bac Obl1. Beab 3a3put xe
Bac coBecTb! Beap npasaa? IlpaBpa?

— 41 Buepa, 6atiolka, y Te6s Obli! — yrpiomMo cka-
3an Epemees.
— Ja, na! — BeCb BCNBIXHYJ U 3atpenetal o. Uibsg,

— OH M y MeHsi Obll... y nocieiHero, noHumaere? A si He
3Hal.. U 1 TaK Xe BHHOBAaT, KaKk M Bbl, nepel Hum! Emy
Hekyaa Obuio Gosblle AeBaTbCsl, HeKyAa OOpaTHUTbCA, BeCb
CBET OTBEPHYJCSl OT Hero. Mbl Bce BMHOBAThI, CTapUKH, B
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ero BuHe! §1 mpowy Bac 3a Hero, oTmycTuTe ero. § mokas-
HHe Ha Hero Haloxy... Emutumuio. 51 Ha nopyku ero mpo-
wy! Ha Hero 3aTMeHHe HaxoAauJo, MpakK... oT4yasguue! OH
YeCTHbIM ObI 4eJIOBEKOM, MyCTb YeCTHHIM M OCTaHeTCH.
IpocTture ero!

— bBariomka, — ckasan nucapb, ClallaBO YJ/biGasiCh,
— Mbl 3TOr0 JeJa CKPbITb He MOXEM: JOJ/KHBI MO Ha-
4aJAbCTBY NMpeACTaBUTb. TYT BOJAM OOLIECTBEHHOH HeT!

— C Hac HadanbCcTBO TpebyeT! — CKasal aTaMaH.
— Kak MoxHO oTnmycTuTb! — KpHMYaa YepHeHbKHii
Ka3aueHOK, 3J06GHO XOpOXOpsCb M epliach, — BOpY IO-

Tauky Jnail, nocrepHiol0 py6awiky chumet! S Kk aramany
oTXena cam noeny!

— Bariomka! Orew! — roBopuan B TOMME, — NPOCH
0 YeM Xouelllb APYyroMm — yBaxkum! A 3TO JHes0 Takoe...
Cypbe3Hoe.

— YronoBHoe! — BCTaBWA MHUCapb.
— 41 Bac npouwy, crapuku!
— He moxem, GaTiomika! — roBOpHAH nepeiHue. —

Bop! Kak emy mortauky patb?

A nosagu yx KpHYaaM:

— Heabssa atoro, crapuku! Kak 3To MOXHO, Takoe
Aeno nyckatb. Hameanuch xoHeit ykpanw, Tenepb... HeBos-
moxHo! Heabss!!

— Tak He yBaxuTe MoeH mnpocb6bl? — CKasan
o. Uaba.

Tosoc ero 3BeHed.

— bBaromka! Oten! Hemb3s. He xagum noBaaku...
Kak moxHno! Kypel 3acmeroT!

— Baie GnarocioBeHne, — roBOpHJA aTaMaH MNOYTH-
TeAbHO, — Y HaC MO YCTaBy TMOJOXEHO BCAKYI0 MeJoub
MO HayaibCTBY JAOHOCHTb. Mbl He MoxeM!

— Her, Moxere, ecin 3axoTuTe! — BO3BBICHJ r0JIOC
0. Unbs, ropst pyMsiHILEM; — Bbl TOJIbKO CBSILLEHHUKY yBa-
XHTb HE XOTHTe B €ro cnpasejsuBeiimeli npocbGe. Tak
nocaywaiTe... NOCAywainTe, YTO 1 BaM CKaxy!

On BosHOBa/Cst BCE Gonee.
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— Bbl cya HempaBblif TBOpHUTE, CyJA NPUCTPACTHbIM...
6esxanocTHblit!! Bbl He XOTHTEe 4yXOH HYMAbl NOHATD,
yyxoit Geabl NOKpbITh!! Bam 61MKHHHA, KaK BOJK, KOTOPOro
Bbl noiiManu B oBuapHe! C nyO6uMHamH, C APeKOJbSMH HAETE
Ha Hero. 3a0biBaeTe Bbl, YTO Yy KaXJAOro M3 Bac Ha Ayue
eCTb TBHICSYM TpexoB, TaiHbIX, HUKOMY, Kpome bBora, He-
BHAHMBIX... F'PEXOB, KOTOpble HYXJAAIOTCA B MPOLIEHHH, B
onpaBaanun! Kaxaomy M3 Bac COBeCTb MOACKaxeT Mpo-
CTYNKM, B ThiCA4y pa3 XyAllHe, 4eM BOPOBCTBO H3-3a
HYXKJIbI, KOTJa HYyXJa 4YeJOBeKka 3a ropjo B3sia, AYUWHT
JeHb U HOYb, KOTJa €My XpaTb Heyero, Korja Ha riasax
€ro COXHeT XeHa OT rojoja... Kpuuart jaetu! Her... y kax-
JOro M3 Bac eCTb Ha COBeCTH npenobojesHue, TailHoe BO-
POBCTBO, OecueCTHblii OGMaH CJIOBOM M JAEJOM... MBIC/IH
6e33akoHHble! Bbl y6uBanu yesioBeKa CJIOBOM, He NMOMOraju
6GenHsikaM, AYLWIWJIM MX KYJalKMMH npoueHTaMH. Bbl He
yyBCTBOBaJM kanocTu! Bbl 3Bepy, 3Bepy, a He moaH! ITom-
HUTe, A Bcex Bac Oyaer cya! Tak xe cmepTb Bac 3a-
CTaHeT BHE3aNmHO CPeiM I'PexXoB BallMX, KaK Bbl 3aXBaTH/IH
EpemeeBa, Tak xe bor 6yzeT cyauTb Bac, Kak Bbl CyAuTE
ero! To Gyaer cyn — He Baul, He Ballero HayajibCTBa!
To Gyaer ctpa-wuHblii cya!!

Tonoc ero 3Benes, raasa Gaectenu.

OH 3apbixancs.

— Crpawnbiif... cTpa-wHbii Cyx!! — roBopus OH,
nojbiMas pykH, Kak GyATO rpossi MPHMOJKIIEMY CXOAY. —
I'po3Hble aHresbl TbMaMM TeM OyAyT OKpyxXaTb Jyuye-
3apubiii IlpecTon M mnepeyucasiTb BaM BCe rpexu Ballly,
OJMH 3a ADYTMM... CaMble TaiHble, COKpPoBeHHble! U He
HaiizeTe Bbl CJI0OB, YTOGLI onpaBaaThecsi! Bol 6yaere HCKaTh
Mo CTOPOHAM MCMYTaHHbIM B30POM, YTOGbI XOTb KTO-HHOYAb
3amoaBMa 3a Bac caoBo. KasiHychb Bam, 4TO s M TOraa
BBICTYIUIIO NPOTHUB Bac M 06iuuy Bac 3a EpemeeBa! Ecan
Aylia ero moruGHeT OT Ballleil HeCnpaBeAJUWBOCTH, TO Ha
pac Gyxer ee noruGeib!

OH nouTH KpMuYaj 3BEHSILHUM TOJIOCOM:

— Tak »xe CKaxyT BaM: HeJb3s J1aBaTb MNOTauKy
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rpewHukam! B orowp Mx... B JaBy ropsiuyio, rie CKpexer
3y6oBHbiit! He paayt BaM momajel, MOTOMY YTO CKa3aHO:
cyn Ge3 MUJIOCTH He COTBOpHMBIIEMY MHIOCTH. U GyleT Bam
CyA... CTpall-IL...

UYro-TO Mewaso eMmy B ropJie.

— Crpaw-Hbiit cya!! — BBIKPHKHYJI OH C YCHJIHEM.

U 3amonuan.

EMy ctano aypHo, rojosa 3akpyxuiaach, B Iia3sax
nouiM cBeTbie Kpyru. OH NpHceN Ha JaBKy M OTKAlLIAJICS
B nuaToK... KpoBb!

— bBariomka! Oxora Te6e C 3THM HapOJAOM CB$I3bl-

BaThcsi! — mo6Ge3Ho wenTtan Hajg o. Uabeit uepkOBHBIA
crapocta. — Jly6oTonku ouu. Pacctpoun Tosnbko cebs...
IMpaBo!

Ho B Toane yxe 3abpoauno GpouexHoe 0. Unbeit ro-
psiuee CJIOBO.

— Crapuku! — 1wes roop B To/Ane, — yBaxxum 6a-
Tiowke. Ha cam-zene: 3a kem rpexa Het? He monoens! Mbl.
EpemeeB HH B ueM He Obl1 3aMeueH paHblle.

— IloTauka Gyaer! — wunen nucapb, — HeJb3s CTa-
puku!

— He ponymy! — Kpuuyan m HeyKPOTHUMBbI# YepHeHb-
KM Ka3ayeHoK.

Ho ueit-To rpy6biit rosoc ckasan ¢ OTTEHKOM BJacT-
HOCTH:

— TocaauTh ero B XOJNOAHYIO AHSl HAa TPH, U GoJjblie
Huuero! He HakasaTb Hesib3f, a A0 Ha4yaabCTBa JOBOAMTH
He Gyaem. Korga si 6b1 aTaMaHOM, Mbl TaK-TO JAeJbIBAJH.

— Iyckait u 6yaer Tak! — kpuyaau B Tojame. —
Kanuton HWBanbiu! PBu Gymary! Bcé o6umectBo xkenaer.
Ha Tpu AHS B XOJNOAHY10, M HUKaKHX. BaTiowka... YBaxum
TBOIO MpockOy!

O. Unbsa He cabixan.

Emy 6bu10 AypHO.

OnycTHBLIMCL M OCYHYBLUMCH, LUeJ OH Yepe3 MJOLLAAb
K JAOMYy, NOLAEPKHBAeMbld MOA PYyKy cTapocToil. ToJbKO
Ha MHMI' OCTaHOBMJICSl OH, KOrjJa COJIHLle MPOpPBaJOCh BAPYT
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CKBO3b TYYH M OCBETWJIO Jajib CTeneft 3a pekoll, — BJeKy-
1my0, MaHsuyo aanb. Ho maxHysn pyko#t 4 mowea aanblue.

Yepe3 nuowaab nescs, NOWIATHIBASICh, AbSKOH H, 3a-
BUAs 0. Uiblo, cTan KpH4aTh:

— Kanuran Ky-yk! Cy-au-tbca Gyay!

O. WNnbs kawasn.

Cbipo 6bLIO... JOXKAD e
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MBaH Kupuably cornacuicsi, HakoHel, C MaTepblO, YTO
Jajibllie 3TOro jeja OTKJajAblBaTb Heab3s. Co cmepTH mep-
BOM 2KeHbl MaThb Kax<JAbplii JeHb 3aBOAMJIA C HHM PasroBop
0 XeHUTbOeE.

— Yero xJaewb-T0? Asb BAOBLOM BEKOBaTbh XO4Yelllb?
YaTb jaetu.. Y1 Ge3 xeHCKOro riasa B X03siiCTBe HeJb3sl.
$l, cam BMAMILIb, He MOMOILHHLA...

WBaH Kupuibiy yrpioMo cMOTpel, Kak MaTbh C TPYAOM
nepectynaeTt no KoMHaTe 60/bHbIMH HOramu. OH Gbu1 My-
UK Kpenkuii, 310poBblfi, ¢ KpacuBoil pyco#t Gopoaoit u
CMeJIbIMH, CBETJbIMHM IJa3aMy, nepBbliif paGoTHHK no Bceit
EropbeBke. ¥Mepiuas xeHa ero oT/iMyainacb JLOPOAHOCTHIO,
310pOBBLIM BeCeJbeM M KAaKOH-TO HEYrOMOHHOH /M0GOBbIO K
TPyAY, — OH O4YeHb TOCKOBaJ No Hei, U BCe JepeBeHCKHE
HeBeCThl nepej Heill 6JeKJH.

— Bo3abmu Japsio, — rosopuia MaTh, HCKOCa Hab/i0-
Jlasl ero, — 4eM He JeBKa?

— 3JTO KypHOCasi-TO? — XMYPHJICSl OH.

— Uto xke... He Hocom el pa6orarb! Hy, BoT Kau-
MOBYy BO3bMH. JleByllika BeceJasi, C/laBHasl.

— Arpadena, uto au?

— Hy, anp onsatb He yroauna?

— Exenn uenosatbcs ¢ Hei... a jpait-xka e#t rpabau
B PYKH, CnepBa 3ayelIeTcs.

— Mamy BO3bMH... COCEAKY.

OH TO/MLKO OTMaxMBajCA.

— Xopowa Malua, nokosb He Hauia.

— Ha Te6s, cblH, He yrojauuib.

HakoHel, BHAs,, YTO B XO3SIHCTBE C KaXAbIM JAHEM
CTaHOBUTCSl BC& XYyxe Ja XyXe, MaTh 3aroBOpuja pellu-
TEJNbHO:
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— MBaH! Ycnokonwb Thl MOIO CTApOCTb WJIH HET?

— Jla KoM HM OZHa JeBKa He mo6Ga? Hasek Benb...

— Tpo kHusizeBckylo AkyauHy cabixan? OHa cemeii-
CTBa XOpollero, oTel, y Hee B CTapocTax Xoaua. U monsa
npo Hee uaet po6pe cnasHas. IlonbiTait cBOIO CyAbOY.

WBan Kupuabiu mogyman M ckasan:

— Hy, yTo X... mompiTaTh MOXHO.

3uma cTosina Temjas, HO O4YeHb CHEXHas: TO M Ae]0
no crensiM ryasnau maread. Boum cBsitkn. MBan Kupuabiu
3anper B Jierkve MNOLIEBHH CTENEHHOr0 THEAOr0 MepHHa,
cam 006JieKCst B NMPOCTOPHBbI OBYMHHBINA TyJayn, nmaxyuuii u
Teruiblii, BBAIWICA B NMOLIEBHH M Yyxe COOpajCA Bble3XKaThb,
KaK MaTb CKasana:

— A Kak 6bl onaTb MATeAH He Obulo, UBawok?

OH nocmorpen B He6o. He6Go Gbuio Tyckaoe, cepoe,
Tsxkenoe. OH noayman: «6yAeT MeTeslb», HO CKasai:

— A B apyroii pa3 MHe exaTb He 3aX04eTCs.

TapkHy/a, CBUCTHY/ Ha MepHHa M moexal.

KnsseBo nexano ot EropbeBkn B TpuanaTtu BepcTax.
Jopora k Hemy wia npoceakoM. He npoexan UBauw Kupu-
JblY W TOJOBHMHBI MYyTH, KaK JocejJe $ICHas CHHeBaTas
Jajlb HEOXHJAAHHO MOTYCKHeJa, GYATO TYMaHOM 3aBOJIOK-
Jlach, ¥ B BO3JyXe 3aMesIbKaJl CHEXOK, a MO CTEeNHu MOMnoi3/au
no3eMKH OT HabexaBllero C ceBepa BeTpa.. Berep Bcé
KpenyaJj, Bbl M CBUCTAJ M KPYTHJ B BUXPEBOil MJsCKe MUJI-
JIHOHBI CHeXHHOK. CHexxHast 6ypst o6Hsana MBana Kupuibl-
4a CO BCeX CTOPOH CBeTJOM, WymsLlel, KpyTaueiics Mriaoi
H ObICTPO 3achinaja JOpOry, MOLIEBHH M JIOWaAb CBEpPKaIO-
wuM nokposom. EMy kasanocb, 4To OH exeT B cepe6psi-
HBbIX TOIIEBHSX Ha CepeGpsHOil JowagH, B CKa30YHOM ce-
pe6psiHom mapctBe. OH MOHyKaJ JIOWIaAb W TOPOMUJI ee, C
TpeBOrofl 3ameyasl, YTO racHeT JeHb.

Jlomaap ctana, poporu He GbLIoO.

Boxkpyr wenecrauias mria.

— Bor-Tak-Tak... — xMypo ckasan Usan Kupuibiy,
BOT TaK CMOTPHHBL...

OH B3sn BrpaBo, BJ€BO, HO JIOLIaAb TOHYJA IO KoJie-
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HH B CHEry M, TSXKeJO JbllIa, OCTaHaBauBalach. OH Ge3Ha-
LEXHO ocmaTpuBajicsi. Huuero Kpome TbMbl M CHEXHOH
6ypu. Toraa OH pewW JOBEPHTHCSA JIOWIAAHUHOMY YYTbIO.
OH cB0G0OAHO GpocHJ BO3XH M CTajl JacKOBO pasroBapH-
BaTb C MEPHHOM:

— Hy, uro xe, muanii, a? Heyxro Ge3 oBca cmatb
as:kem? Tporaii-ka, 6pat! Ham xoTb 6bl Kakylo-HHOYAb
AepeByuky. Tyt rae-to 3a3yauHo 6ausko. Hy! Tporaii, Hy!

MepuH noBoaua yuwamu ¥ GYATO BCAYLIMBAJICA B XO-
3sICKHe CJIOBa.

OH czenan MOmbITKYy HATH MO CHery, yBsisaj, OCTa-
HaBJMBAJCS, OMSTh Liea W BAPYr mobexan Kako#-To Bece-
J0i1 mo6GexKoi.

— Hawen! — nogyman Usan Kupuibiu.

U c oGnerueHuem B3LOXHYJ, XOTS €My M Ka3aJloCb, YTO
eleT He B Ty CTOpPoHy. Bapyr rae-to no6ausocru Uan
Kupuibiy ycabixan rosoca, WIyMHbl roBop, KpHK. MepuH
cTal, KaK BKonaHHblil. ['1e-To noj Kkpy4yeid CKBO3b CHEXHYIO
mray ViBaH Kupuiablu pasgvyua TOAMy MYMKHKOB M CHadala
He MOr TOHATb, YTO OHM JAeNalT, — MsiTeab Mewana. Ho
KOTJZa MOHSUI, BbICKOYMJ/I M3 MOLIeBHeH, KUHYJ BO3xH, cOpo-
CHJ TYJyn U KyO6apeM CKaTHJCS moj Kpydy. Myxwuku, Bce
ceable U CTapble, FPYAOH OKPYXKHMIAH KOro-TO, MOATAJKH-
BaJdd OrJIOGASMM M AJMHHBIMH NaJKaMH K LIMPOKOH mnpo-
py6u M Kpuyaau:

— Wau! Uan! Huyero! Ymena rpeminte — ymeit or-
BET JepxKarThb...

Kpenkasi neBka, mpoctoBoJocas, 6ocasi, B OAHOH py-
GallKe, TOJbKO O3MpaiaChb Ha BCeX KaKMM-TO BOJYbUM
B3I A0OM M MOJ4a OTMMXHMBaJacCb OT OrjaoGeab M MaJoK.
OHa yxe 6bl1a Ha Kpaio npopyOH, CKoJb3uaa M B36pachi-
Baja pyKamH, YToObl yAepXKaTbCs, HO MOJYaa.

— Croit! — kpuknysn UBan Kupubiu.

OH BJIOMHJICS B TOJINY MYXHKOB, PaCKUABbIBasi MX.

— Yro BBl nenaere? Ilcbl GopoaaTsie!

OH KpemKko CXBaTHJ AEBYLIKYy 3a PYKy W OTLEPHYJ OT
npopy6u.
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Kro-To ero y3nan.

— Jla sto VBan Kupuibi... eropbeBCKuil.

— Re360xHuky, — Bonua Usan Kupuabiy, — 3a uTo
Bbl ee?!

— ToTomy... BegpMma!

[psiMo mepes HUM CTOS BLICOKMH CTapMK C TpsACy-
weiicss roJioBoit U 3710 CMOTpeN eMy B JIMLIO OCTPBIMU ria-
3amu.

— A Tbl OTKaYHMCb, — CKasaJl OH, — He TBOS 3a-
6ota. ¥ Heit u Matb 6bl1a Beibma. OHa — HeysbiGa! Bo-
BekHM He yJbi6anacb. HameaHHCh MOSI CHOXa MOLIYTHJIA Hak
Heil, a OHa Kak KpHMKHeT: cropeTb Bam!.. B Ty nopy x xara
u cropenal!

OH 6bIO XOTeJ CXBAaTHThb JeBYUIKY.

— Ilyctn. ¥ Hac cya Hap ei.

Ho MBan Kupuabid 43 Bcex CHJI XBaTHJ ero mno pyke,
KPHMKHYJ: <NyLly e § Ha Bac CJAaBy, JUXOJeH, Mo Bcei
BOJIOCTH», M MOTAIUUA 32 COGON JeBYyLIKY.

— bBern 3a MHo#, xuBO!

EMy 4TO-TO KpHuYaau BCjel, — PYyrajuchb JH, ONpas-
IbIBAIMCH JH, — HO HHUKTO He THajiCsi. ¥ CaHOK OH HaKH-
HyJ Ha JeBYIUKY TYJyI, TOJKHYJ ee B CaHH, cam Opocui-
Csl PSIAOM M MOTHaJ JoWaAb, OTPHLIBUCTO CNPAIINBAs:

— Kakaa nepeBHs?

— 3o3yauHo.

— Tne exatb-T0? I, Bexb, He 3Haw. CkasbiBail.

JeBylllka yxe C pyKaBaMu 3ajes/a B TeIJblit TyJym.
Y, xoTa oHa Bcsa TpACIach, MOYTH GUIach, MoJy3amepaluasi,
OHa CXBaTHJ/a BO3XH M KPYTO CKasajia:

— Jaii!

OH HeMHOro yAMBWICA M YCTYNHI.

M ToTtuac noayman, uToO M BNpSMb OHA BejbMa, MOTO-
My 4YTO JOIaab MOLMIA TaK, KaK HHMKOrja He Xojiunaa y
Hero: y Heil OyATO MOSABUJIACH KPYMHast pbiCb, OHA LIMPOKO
3abupaja HOraMM M TOJbKO CHer BbLIETaJ M3-TOJ KOMBIT.
A, Mexay TeMm, JeBylIKa Jake He INOHYKaJa ee, TOJbKO
KPYTO M TBepHO Aepxajna BO3KH.
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— Kak Te6s 30ByT? — CNpOCHA OH.

OHa riyxo mporoBopuna:

— AnHa. '

— Thbl uba?

Ona Kak 6YATO yCMexXHyJaCb FAe-TO TaM, CKpbiTasi B
Tyaynme.

— Csost.

— PogHn Hewto HeT?

— B peke.

— Kak Tak?

— Martp 6blia... Aa YTOMHAACH.

— OrTyero?

— Ot xopolueit KHUCTH.

— Tae xe Tbl XKHBellb?

— ¥ KpecTHO#.

Oxa nomoayana 4 A06aBuaa:

— He ayuure npouux.

Buxpem BieTeNlH B AepeBHIO.

Ha BceMm xoay J0laib cTana y M3Gyuiku B OLHO OKHO.
TaM BHYTpH, MX BCTpPeTHJIa C NMPHYHUTAHLAMH H CJIe3aMH
CTapasl XeHUMHA C YMWJIbHbIM, HO XHTPbIM JIHLOM. —
OkasiHHble, — BC& MOBTOpsJa oHa, — Jjuxoxeu!.. Ho Uean
Kupuibly KakHM-TO 4yTbeM He Bepul ee caoBam. OH mo-
cnan 3a BOJAKOI, 3aCTaBHJ JE€BYIIKY BbIMMUTb H CaM BbIMHJ
C Heil.

— Te#t, neit! OTorpe.aiics!

WU c unTepecom Habmonan 3a Heil.

Y Hee GbLIO HeKpacCHBOe, HO CypOBOe M KaKoOe-TO AM-
Koe Juio. [1asa cMoTpesau mpsiMoO, He OMyCKasiCb, A0 XYTH
NPUCTaNBHO, M ObUIM CTalbHOro oTauBa. OHa, KaK MpuLiia,
3abunacb B yroJ, He roBopwja HH CJAOBa M TOJbKO TNpH-
CTaJbHO CMOTpesJa emy B Juuo. Hu ognoro ciaosa Gaaro-
JAapHOCTH OHAa €My He CKasaja, jaxe TOrja, Koria OH
nojoues K Heil NMPOCTUTbCS M HEYKJIOXKE, Yero-To CMy-
1asiCh, NPOTAHYN el pyKy.

— Tpowail... AnHa.

OH xoTea CKa3aTb — AHHYLIKA, HO He BbIFOBOPHJIOCH.
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OHa MoJ4a MpOTSiHyJa eMy PYAYy, BCE CMOTpPS MCNOA-
J06bsl eMy B rJasa, HO Jaxe He MOlLIa MPOBOAUTD.

MsiTenb nepecrana, SIpKO CBETHJ MeCHll.

MBaH Kupuibiy ckakan mo cepeGpsiHbIM INOJSAM HeMy-
TO yJAbIGAJCS M MOCBHUCTHIBaJA. A mepej r/ia3aMu y Hero
BCE& CTOSI0 CypoBOe, AHKOe aHlo. — «Heynbi6a», ayman oH.
W npuHuMancs pyraTb MYMKHKOB.

— UYeptu! Kpecra Ha Hux HeT. B3bpeseT xe B ro-
JIOBY...

B KHsi3eBO OH npuexas B MOJIHOYb M PeLIMJ OCTaHO-
BMTbCSl Ha noctosioM. YToGbl corpeThCsi, OH 3aKasasl 4aio
M BOJXKH, HO e1Ba yCeJiCsl 32 CaMOBap, Kak eMy MOKa3aJoCh,
YTO 3a OKHOM MO JIyHHO# yJMiUe MNpOCKaKajl BepXOBOii.
IMoutn ToT4ac B KOMHaTy Bowia AHHa. OHa 6bl1a B uep-
HbIX BaJeHKaxX, GapaHbeil WIyOKe, KpyTO MNOAMOSICAaHHO,
KPacHOM NJaTKe M caMa BCS pacKpacHejach OT GbICTpOi
e3/bl BEpXOM.

— §1 k Te6e, — ckasasa OHa OTPLIBUCTO.

UBan Kupuiablu OT yauBieHbss Jaxe BCTal H3-3a
cTona.

— Ko mue?.. 3auem?

— Byay TBoeit BeuHo#t pa6oii.

OHa ckasana 3TO MPOCTO, KaK CaMyl0 OGBIKHOBEHHYIO
¢pasy, cMoTps eMy B rJaasa.

OH CMyTHICS M pacTepsiHHO YCMEXHYJCSi:

— Jla uto xe s ¢ TOGOM Gyay Aenatb?

— 51 cama Bcé€ 6yay Jmenatb. SI Bcé ymeio. Thl He
6oiica, — s poay xopouwero. Orew, ¥ 6paTbs GbLIM mep-
Bble PabOTHHKHM, Aa B Xo/iepy nomepuau. [laxatb mory He
XyXe MYXHKa, a C KOCO moiily, — TaK He YrOHSITCS.
A nnatbl MHe He Hajo... JIb Gbl BLIPBATbCS U3 MPOKJS-
Toro rHesga. Tol He Goifics..

B rnasax ee BCNBLIXHYA AMKHII OrOHeK.

— 1 — 3nas! Toabko He C TOGOM... ¥ HE C TBOUMH...

OHa Ha MMr TSXKeJO 3ajbiliaa.

— A c ncamu.... s — co6axa!

UBan Kupuabiy, He OTphIBasicb, CMOTpeJ Ha Hee.

160



U B3rasip ero Toxe Obl1 NpUCTaJeH.

— Kak b cloga npuckakana?

— ¥ MeHst CBOSl JIOILaJlb — BCE& MMEHHE.

— Caauch, nonbem yaio.

Ho oHa cTosina, He ABUrasch.

U oH cTosin nepen He.

— OcTaBub? — 6GpOBH €€ 3aJBUrajUCh.

— Hy, uro x... ¢ Borom... ocrasaiics.

Ee rsa3a BCNIBIXHYJM KakOH-TO AMKOH pafocThbio.

U oHa nepBbit pas, Ha OAMH TOJBKO MHF, eMy YJbiG-
HyJIaCh, HO OT 3TOMH YJIBIOKH JIMILLO ee CTal0 AETCKH-MHJIBIM,
TOYHO APYroil 4eJOBeK Ha HEro B3IVIHYA. ITO OblI TOMLKO
mur. Ho Kk cepany ero mpuamia KpoBb M CJIOBHO TYMaH
XJbIHYA B rosioBy. Yait OHM MMM MOJYA, KAaK XO3fHH C
paGoTHHLLEH.

N pasoummce.

Ha ytpo UBaH Kupunablu oTnpaBwics CMOTPETb He-
Becty. lllen oH Tyla HeOXOTHO M Npo6bLUI TaM HEROArO.
OH chenan BHA, YTO NpUeXas MO KaKUM-TO JelaM H Melb-
KOM B3rJsiHyn Ha HeBecTy. Ho pszom c ee BecelbM H
XOpOIIEHbKHM JIHYMKOM eMy HEeOTCTYTHO, KaKk B TyMaHe,
pucoBanoch japyroe Jauuo. OH BepHyiacs kak-6yato cep-
IMTBIA U CypOBO B3rJisiHysl Ha AHHY.

— 3anpsrait sowagei.

W Boiwien nocmoTpeTh Ha ee pabGoTy, HO He MOMO-
ran eil. B ee pykax kak-OyATO BCE KHMMeJO W NPHHUMAJIO
HOBbifi BUA. OHa MHroM YCTPOMJAa NPUCTSKKY, 3anpsria,
cesa Ha ko3nbl. OHa BCE jhesana, He CMOTPSl HA Hero M He
cnpawuBasi ero, 6yATO Bek CJAyxuaa y Hero B pabGoOTHH-
11ax WM 3Haja BCe ero npuBblukK. U Jowaan nox ee pyko#
noMyaau MNTHLAMH NO CepeGPUCTBIM M XOJOAHBLIM TOJISM.
OH cmoTpen Ha ee Kpenmkyl ¢urypy, BCé 4TO-TO XOTen
CrnpocHuTh ee M He pewancs. TaiiHoe comMHeHHe MYYWJIO ero.

— AHHa, — CKasajl OH, — CaJHuCb B CaHKH.
Ona moBepHysa JIMIO M KPYTO KMBHyJa:
— Her.

U kak-6yaTo mpejpocTeperana ero:
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— §1, Beap, HemoTpora.

OH, HakoHell, pelUMJICS HA BOMPOC.

— AHHa, Tbl He OGMAMILBCA.. YTO o Crpowy?

— Her.

— Tbl... He OKOJAYyellb MEeHs?

Ona kak-6yATO MOHSNA €ro TailHoe COMHEHHE, MOpbl-
Jlach Ha Tpy.IM M NOKasaja 4yepe3 MJe4yo KpecT.

— 3JTO0 MaThb Ha MeHs Hajesa... KOria TOMNHThCS UJa.

Bosblie oHM He CKa3aqu HHM CJIOBa 3a BCIO AOpOrY.

Jloma, Ha yZAMBJIeHHble BOMPOCHI MaTepH, OH TOJBKO
CKasan:

— Tloroam, ceftuac pacckaxy.

U kpukHya Bo ABOp:

— Anna!

OHa BowIA, CTENEHHO MOKJIOHWIACh CTapyXe M CTana,
oxupan. Uean Kupuaniu cmMoTpesn Ha Hee, CTPAHHO CMeSiCh.

— Annal §I exan cmoTperb cebe CyxeHylo, Aa, MO-
HKeT, HalleJl ee He TaM, rae HcKaia, Xouelib GbITh Moeii
cyxeHoi?

OHa rasgzena Ha Hero, He YIMBISIICb, W MPOCTO
CKasana:

— 1, Beab, Te6a TOrAa ixe... Kpenko nojawo6uia.

U Bapyr Ta xe yabibka OCBEeTHJIA JMLO ee, KOTOpas
Jenana JMUO 3TO TaKUM AeTCKU-MUIbIM. OH CMOTpen Ha
Hee W HUYEro yxe He BHJeJN M He CJbIIIAT KPOMe Hee...
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51 exan CTemHbIM NMPOCENKOM, TMI0 TEM IIyXHM MECTaM,
rie Ha JECATKH BEPCT He BCTPETHIUb XH/bf, HE YBHAMIIb
yesoBeKa; JMIIb MO OBparam M 6ajkam BCMyTHellb rae-
HHUGYLb XKEJNTOro 3BepbKa, CTOSILLEro y CBOed HOpHI To-
A0GHO 4acOBOMY, WM Oau4anyio raiaky, bor Becth, oTKyAa
3aJeTeBIIYI0 M C KPHKOM YJETAIOLLyl0 NPoYb NPH BHAE
yeJloBeKa.

Ha pHe oBparoB HM3KOPOC/BIA KYCTapHHK ellle pa3Ho-
o6pasus YHbUIbIA BHJA CBOei CBexel 3e/eHbIO; Kpenko
nax/Jo AMKHMH TPaBaMH, CKBO3b TOHKYIO SeJIeHb MO OTKO-
caM 0GHaXaJoCb KpaCHOBaTOe TeJO 3eMIH. A ¢ BepUIHHBI
yBalOB OTKPBIBAICA BHJ, MNeyasbHbiff, GyASMA CMYTHYIO
TOCKY, — BHJ, Ha MECTHOCTb XOJMHCTYIO, KaK Obl 3aCTbIB-
IIyl0 nocjae 3eMJeTPSCEHHS.

91 Hagesiicsi K Beuepy ObITb Ha rpaHuie 3TOH MyCThl-
HH, Y LieJM CBOeii MOe3AKH, HO OJHa M3 TexX cayudalHocTei,
KOTOpbIX BCeria Gbl MOXHO OXHJAaTb, OJHAaKO HMKOrAa He
OXMHAaellb, Pa3pyliuaa 3Ty Hafexny.

Bout 3HOMHHBIN MIOALCKHI MOJJEHb.

MbI TOJBKO YTO CTaMM CMYCKATbCS BHU3 MO OTJIOroMYy
OTKOCY, BLOJMb OOpBLIBUCTOrO Kpasi OBpara, Kak BApYyr C
TSXENbIM IIYMOM, CJeBa OT JOpPOrH, MOAHANACb OrpOMHast
Apoda — 3Ta MHAIOLIKA CTenei, BeJWYHMHOH ¢ A06poro
6apana. Cnana /M 3Ta CTOpOXKasi MTHLLA, YTO TaK 6JM3KO
NOANMYCTH/A YeJIOBeKa, WJIH, HUKOro He OXMAAs YBUAETb B
CBOeil FJIylIH, rpe3u/a noj 3HOEM COJIHLA Fpe3aMH MyCThbl-
Hu? McnyranHas Jsowaib LIapaxHynach B CTOPOHY, OCTY-
nuiachb U BMeCTe C TapaHTacOM CKaTHJachb B OBpar.

Korza Mbl O4YHYJIHCb OT HEOXHMJAAHHOrO MajeHHs, Ta-
paHTac CTOsiJ HeJeXOHeK Ha BCeX KoJecax, HO Jouajb
Jiexasna Ha CJAOMaHHO# oryio6/e M jejana TIleTHble MOMbIT-
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KM NOAHATbCA. 1 61aromojyuHo ycujield, HO MOH BO3HHMIA,
Ka3ak M3 JaJbHEro nocejka, CoBeplIna HeGOMbLIOH nojeT U
elle chenan Kak Obl HECKOJBKO aKpOOaTHYECKHX yNpaKHe-
HHUM, Moc/ie Yyero MOAHSJICS B3bepolleHHbIH M 0e3 LIamnKy,
C 3eJIeHBIM OT COKa TpaBbl HOCOM, HO Kak-6yATO Jaxe J0-
BOJIbHBIH, yJbiGaloluiics.

— Bot Tak 310-0-poBO! — BOCKJMKHYJ OH.

Ho cmesiTbCst HaM MPHILJIOCL HELO0Jro.

Korza Mbl pacnpsiriv ¥ MOAHSAM JOWaJb, OHA Che-
Jdana mpbiraowuit war, 60Je3HEHHO 3apxajia, NpbIrHyaa
eule pa3 u jeraa. IlogxKkumass CBUXHYTYIO HOry, OHa, BBITS-
HyB LIelo, GECNOMOLIHO OrJslenachb, MOTOM, Kak Obl Npu-
MUDHBIUMCb CO CBOeif y4acTblo, CTaja CpbIBaTb BOKpYI
ce6st M XaJHO €CTb COYHYIO TpPaBy.

Mbl MosYa MOCMOTpENH APYr Ha Apyra.

XyTop HOBOCEJIOB, OTKyAa Mbl BbieXaiu, Obll 3a TpH
AecsiTka BepCT, W ellle CTOJNbKO e OCTaBanochb 10 Kyre-
MBI, a TJyX0it mpocesoK Gbl1 HeAeasiMH Ge3/oAeH.

Mbl GbuM B TJIEHY Y NYCTBIHH.

% %k
*

JTOT cTenHoil oBpar nopax;xan cBoeil JMKOH KpacoTOM.
Ero KpacHO-riMHUCTBIE OTKOCHI MOPOC/AH LENKOH pacTH-
TEJNBHOCTbIO, NEeCTPOil M KoJioyel, ¢ 6JeJHbIMU MalleHbKH-
MM LIBeTaMH, a B riyOuHe, BHH3Y, KaK Obl TasChb B COYHBIX
TpaBax, nporekan pyuveil, 6e3 Geperos, N0 MLUIMCTOMY JIHY,
— YUCTHIH, NMPO3payHblii, CBETJIO OTPaxaBLIMHA 3a1yMunBOe
He6o. CBexuit Bo3jyx Obl1 HanoeH MeABSIHBIM apoOMaToOM
L[BETOB, CHHMX, JKeJTbIX, 0eJbiX, MypnypHO-KpPaCHbIX, pas-
pocuMxcss Ha Bceft cBoeil AMKON BoJe mo JAHy oOBpara
NPUYYAJHBLIM KOBPOM BJOJIb PYyubSi.

JeHb yracan.

Mbl cHAeNH y MOTYXIIEro KOCTPAa M 33aAyMUMBO MHJIH
yail, yToMJeHHble 6eCM/IOLHBIMU NPEHHUSIMH O CBOeM 6e3Bbl-
XOJHOM MOJIOXEHUH. Mo#t CNyTHHK yBepsi, 4TO MPHULETCS
NPOXHMTb TYT JAHA JBa, NMOKa He MOMpaBMTCH Jowaib. ITo-
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TOM OH YLIeJ M 3aHSJICA JieyeHHeM KOHsl, NMPHUKJIajiblBas K
HOore Kakue-TO MPHUNApKW W3 TPaB.

MeHs nomanua ctenHoit Bedep. S1 THXO mowen BROJb
pyubsl, MO COYHBIM TPaBaM, BAbixas 3anax usetoB. OBpar,
yeM Jaibllle, CTaHOBWACA TayGxe, s AOArO Wiea MO ero
NPUYYAJMBbLIM M3BHBaM, NMOKAa OH He MOBEPHY/ NMOYTH MOA
npsiMbiM yrioM. TyT, 3a MOBOPOTOM, NMpeio MHOH BHe3amn-
HO OTKpbLIaCh CHHeBaTas, Ge3arpaHHas WMpb; oBpar cGe-
ran KyAa-To BHM3 YCTynaMM M pyue#t yxe JMACA KacCka-
JaMH MO KaMeHHCTbIM GOKaM OTKOCOB. ['y60KO BHH3Y
cepe6puiach y3eHbKasi JIEHTa HM3BHJIHCTON CTENMHON pEeuKH,
a 3a peykoil MPOCTHpPanach IUMPb M Aajdb XOJIMHMCTOR CTe-
nu, Ge3moAHO, 3aaymuuBoii, HeMo#, kak Obl HaBek 3aya-
poBaHHOM.

51 ocraHoBM/CSH, mopaxeHHbI 3To# BoaweGHON Kap-
THHOH, KaK BJAPYr 3aMeTHWJ BHH3y CHHEBaTblif ABIMOK, M
TOTYaC paccMoTpes lwanaw 61u3 camoro Gepera pevkH, a
nepej 1alalloM 4eJOBeKa, Pa3sBOAMBLIErO0 KOCTEp.

Yepes MMHYTY 51 GblT yX<e BHM3Y H 310pOBaJCH C Ye-
JIOBEKOM.

3TO Obl1 KPECTbSIHMH, yXKe He MOJOLOi, OueHb Kpen-
KHi, C pblXeBaToi BblolleiiCss 60POLOH, C JMIOM yrpIOMbIM
M 3a1yM4HBO-BaxkHbIM. Bo Bcex ero ABMXEHMSX CKBO3WJIO
CO3HaHHe CBOeH CHJblI M Kakoe-TO MOAKymamolliee CroKofl-
CTBHe, Bbi3biBaBlliee AoBepHe Kk Hemy. OH He yauBuiCs
MOEMY TOSIBJIEHHIO B 3TOH CTOBEPCTHON MyCTLIHE, NMpPHBET-
JIMBO OTBETHJ MHe:

— 3apascTByil, yenoBeue!

Ho Hu 0 uyem He paccnpawuBai.

51 pacckasan eMy o cayuyae, KOTOpPbIi NpUBesN MeHSl K
HeMy, OH npomonaian ¥ Ha 31o. Koraa xe a Bbickasan
NPeANoJIOKEeHHe, YTO OH 3alllesl B 3TH Kpasi 3a pni6oil, OH
BHHMATEJ/IbHO MOCMOTPE/] Ha MeHSi CBOMM YMHBLIM, HEMHOIO
XOJIOJAHBIM B3r/ISAOM M OTBETHJ:

— Ciona s npuuien cosceMm, GYLy XHUTb 31€Ch JETO H
3MMy... MOKa He HACTYMUT CKOHYaHHe BpeMeH, KaK npej-
CKa3aHo.
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$1 cMoTpen yAMBJEHHO.

— CkasaHo: «Bephble ga 6eryT B ropbi», — npou3-
HeC OH ellle M 3aLyMaics.

S1 3akypusn namupocy.

OH rHeBHO B3IVIIHYJ Ha MEHSl M Pe3KO NMPOU3HEC:

— He noranb moero mecta Ta6ayHbiM AbIMOM CBOMM!
— HO TOTYAaC CMSMYMWICS M 106aBUJ yXe THXO, — He rpexa
paju... a He Mo6ai0 1 ero. A He MOXelib, TaK... KypH!

Sl mocnewHO MOTYIUWJ ManMpocy M JAajeKko OTOPOCHI
ee OT cebs.

3TO eMy BHAMMO MOHPaBMJIOCh, U OH 3aroBopua Gia-
roCKJIOHHee.

Bckope Mbl yxe MupHO GeceioBalM, U B CyMpake
HaJBHMraBLIerocs Beyepa, Haj CBETJIOIO PeKOH, OH paccka-
SbiBaJl MHe CBOIO MCTOPHIO, KOTOpasi CBSI3aHa y MeHsl C TexX
NOp C KPEeNnKHM 3anaxoMm CTemnH.

— $1, yenoBeue, MO-MMpPCKOMYy, MoO-BalleMy, — CTa-
pool6psil, ABOeLaHAMHM HAC elle 30BYT.. OAHO CKaxy: B
Bora no crapomy Bepio, kak Aeibl Bepuau. Bbuio y mMeHs B
YenssGMHCKOM ye3le X03sHCTBO p06poe, MPSMO CKaXy —
nomectbe! U xun 1 — ayman-to g tak — no Boxbemy:
He KypuJa, BOAKM B pOT He Opas, Ha 6aGy He 3apHicH...
yTo6bl B KapThl TaM, Urpbl BCSKHe, IUSIC Aa NMECHH — HHU-
Hu! A 60oratcTBO MHe B JOM BajoM BaauT. Jlymawo: «Bot
lFocnoap BuAMMO Bo3naeT cropuuelo». BeiBasio nmo okpyre
Heypoxa#l, 1m60 KOOblIKa NMPUBAJUT H3-3a ToGoJaa, uepBb,
a y MeHs BO PXH He NpoJepellbCsi, OBCbl HAJMBHbIE CTOST,
Ha MuueHHUy cepaue paayetrcsi. M poaurtenb y MeHst Gbla
CTapel XOpOLIKH, HO YeJOBeK KPYTo#, cTaporo Jeca Ayo,
KaK 370 rooputcid. OH MHe BCE XO3SiCTBO mnpepoCTaBuII,
a TOJbKO KOrja, JeT Noj TPHALLATb, NOHPAaBHJIACh MHE OfHA
JeBHLIa, U3 HeGOraToii CeMbH, OH CBOIO BJIaCTb OGHAPYKHII.

— «§l, — roBopuT, — KeHI0O Tebs Nno cBoeMy BbIGO-
Py, a Tbl POAMTENbCKYI0 BAACThb MOYHUTATb AOJNKEH, a OHA
— ot bora!

— Hy, uto X... TopbKO MHe OblIO, 2 O POAUTENLCKOM
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BJACTM U s TaK Xe mnoHumaa. Ilocnopus, MOTYXHI.. MO-
Kopuics!

— W XeHHN MeHs POAMTENb Ha JeBHIle OYEHb NPHUro-
Kell, ¥ HPaBOM KpOTKOH, Ja OJHO TOJbKO IUIOXO: He3a-
AOJro JO BeHla MPOKpajach OHa HOYbLIO B Cal K HaM, B
OKHO MHe NOCTy4ana, NMOMaHWJa MeHs, a KOraa s Bbllles,
B HOTM MHE MaJja M, PyKH Lieays, CO C/le3aMH MOJHAA, YTOObI
sl OTKA3aJICsl OT Hee, — MOJI, JIOOGUT oHa apyroro. U croBa
ee Gau3KM ObUIM MOeMy CepAly, MOTOMY 4YTO Ty, MepBYi0
CBOI0, 3a6bITh 51 He mor. CTosn 1 1 caywan, Aa 4 3anjakan
BMeCTe C Helo.

— He Mory, rosopio, — BbIATH H3 POAUTENLCKOR BOJIH,
160 06si3aH poAUTeNI0 BO-BeK MOKOpATbCA... Ho Beab 1 M
cam apyryio Jo6mo!

— Bcrana oHa u THXO ymaa OoT MeHs.

— A B CKOPOCTM HaC W MOBEHYaJH.

— Ckaszan s Toria xeHe cBoeii:

— Bouao poauTenbCcKyio UCMONHHIM Mbl H JH3Hb CBOIO
COEIMHWIH... B OCTAJbHOM Hawa BOJs... I Te6S HaCHIbHO
He xouy! Iloxxenaeulb Thl UMETb MEHS — BOJIO TBOIO HC-
MOJIHIO, He TMOXeJaellb — BOJIO TBOIO yBaxarTb Gyay.

— Kak ckasan, Tak ¥ caenan.

— W Tpu ropa mpouuio, Kak OAHH JEHeyeK: PSLAOM
JKUBEM JApPYr C JpYyrom, HO $IKO JeBCTBEHHHKH. Buxy,
TOCKYeT M TFPYCTHUT OHa, YaXHeT, KaKk ObLIMHKA CTemHas...
A TyT poauTesb AOBEAANCS M CTaJl TYYH YepHell: moyemy
HeT JeTeit y Hac! U cTan poauTenb HacTynaTb Ha MeHS
HOrol TBEpJOI0, HO MOSI-TO BOJS TOXe... KpeMHeBas!

— 310, roBOpl0, — JEJ0 CHIKOM He JHenaercs. Bo-
Ji0o, — TroBOpIO, — TBOIO, OTEll, MCMOJHWIH, a jJajblie...
Boxwuit npenen!

— W u3 xuTHit CBATHIX, U3 KHUI CTAPHHHBIX eMy NpH-
Mepbl MpHBeJ, KaK MYXbSl C XX€HaMH JeBCTBEHHOCTb CBOIO,
MO COrJIaCHI0 B3aUMHOMY, COGJIOAANH.

— TpuBoaua OH KO MHe HauyeT4HKOB, ybexaan, rpo-
3uJ1, MPOKJATbE CYJWJ, a HaMoCHeLOK TOro ocTaBui. 51 xe
B pa3mbliliieHHe Bran!
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— Kak Tak?.. Uro-to HenagHo, — aymaio cebe. —
EcTb xe, 3HauMT, Mpejesa poauTeabckoit Baactu! U exenn
TYT 5l CBOeil COBECTH OTLLOBCKOM BOJie He MOKOPHJ, TO Npas
JHM i, uTO U B Opake noauuHuiIca? Mos Ku3Hb npomnana,
KyJAa HH LJO... 2 BOT PSAOM CO MHOH 4eJOBeK AYXOM CBO-
HM MaeTcs, cepAleM Pa3GUTbIM CKOPOHT M TYXKHT.

— U TenaoMm, M HeXHOH TaKOH XKaJOCTHIO K XKEHe
HamNoJIHWIOCL Moe cepaue. 3a6bll S Ty, MPEXHIOL, H MO-
BEPHYJICSt K )KeHe CBOeif, U BOT CJOBHO MnepBblii pa3 yBH-
Jaj: KPOTKa M MHJA OHa HPaBOM CBOMM, BHIOM XOpOMIa,
a JMUOM KaK LBeTOK 3aBsawuil. [Mowen s k Helt M Ckasan:

— Tomo6un s Teo6A...

— W TyT onATb OHa mepeso MHOM 3amsakana, Ha Ko-
JieHa majia M, PyKH MHe lieJys, 3aroBopuia:

— YBaxaio a1 Te6si M BoJe TBOeil MOKOPIOCH, a JIO-
OMTb He MOry... He MOry TOro 3albiTb, H BeK He 3a6yay.
Cepaue moe ¢ HuM... ITpocTu!

— Bbimea s ot Hee, u Gyps BO MHe NOAHSNACh, H
MBICJ/IH, KaK BOJIHbI!

— He Tak, — aymaio, — moau KuByT!

— WY, yem Gosblle gymalo, Tem GoJiblue BUXKY: He Tak!
Ipenanuch, BUKY, JIOAH 3€MHOMY, TJIEHHOMY, a Aylly BTY-
He OCTaBHUAH. A exeaH M 3a60TATCA O Aylle, — TOKMO O
cBoeit! I kto 3roii cBoeit aywoii moctynurcs, AabGbl Apy-
romy ObLIO XOpOILO, KTO MOJOXHT ee 3a Apyru cBosi? U
BHXKY: HUkTO! M BMXY: Ha MHPCKMX /M, Ha HalIUX JH,
OJMHAKOBO, JIEXHUT Ne4aTb AHTUXPUCTA, H KU3Hb HX —
BaBWJIOHCKOE L.apcTBo!

— M cran s rasaeTb ¥ BCMaTpHUBATbCA... HA HenpaB-
Je MHD CTOHMT, HENnpaBjoOl0 AepXKHUTCH. BelHsku Becb Bek
cBolt maioTcs, a Goratble CHAAT, OOHABLINCL C GOraTCTBOM
cBouM. U excenn Bce — getu oxHoro Ortua He6ecHoro, To
KOMY cayxar Oorartble, KONMSi COKpPOBHLIA M MNps4a HUX B
nojABajbl Kpenkue oT GefHbiXx 6paThbeB CBOMX? M mousn a:
auTuxpucty! M yBuzan st meuyaThb ero Ha MHE M Ha KeHe
Moeit. Pagu npuoGuienusi 60raTcTBa COeMHWI MEHSl C HElo
oTel, MO, CepAlla HallH HAMOJHHWB TOCKOI M ropeybio.

170



— U BoamyTuaca 2 ayxom csoum! U nowen s K oTLy
M CKasal emy:

— Paspeanmcsa!

— YAuBHICS OH, HCTYTaJCH, MOTOM pa3rHeBaJCs.

— Ha 1o Bomu moeft Het! U He Gyner! INouemy Tak
BblAyMan?

— Xouy 370 UCNIPaBHTb, — FOBOPIO, — CHATb C Te6s
neyarb.

— Kakyio neyats?

— AwnTuXpHCTOBY!

— TloremHen oTel, Kak Ty4a, u3-noj ceanix Gposeit
30pKO CMOTPHT Ha MeHS.

— Orkyaa oHa Ha TeGe?

— Ot Bac, — rosopio, — OT Bce#l xH3HH!

W Bclo yepHyl0 ropedb CHSJ i C AYylWIH CBOef, BBICKa-
3aJl eMy M roBoOpIo:

— Bebigesn MHe MO0 YacThb!

— 3auem OHa Tebe?

— Oraam TeM, y koro Her!

— A cam c uem Gynewn?

— C Borom! — rosopio.

— A XeHy C yeM OCTaBHIIb?

— Co Xpucrom! — rosopio.

— U 6bin oTel, HA MeHs TaK 30J, YTO 3aCMesICS.
— W Bnpsmb, — roBopuT, — OHa — HeBecTa XpH-

cTtoBa uyepe3d Te6s. M pon Moit npekpartuncsi Ha TeGe. He
CbIH Thl MOH, a M3MEHHHK!

Bckouun, 3arpsiccs, 3akpuyan:

— Cymacuweamnm o6bsaBasio! He xo3siuH Thl Goabiue!
Huuero He Bbizenmo TeGe... BCE ApyrMM oCTaBmio, a Tebe
Hudero! A TBOIO YacTb... HHIMM, HHMIUMM pasjaM, KOJH
xouellib!

— 3a cBoio aymy? — roBopio.

Kpuuut oTel, Ha MeHs:

— 3a csowo!

— Xopoluo, — roBopio, — §i COrJaceH.

M B HOr¥ eMy NOKJOHHJICS.
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— Tpowaii! — rosopio.

IMowen, a OH THXO TaK CpaliMBaeT:

— Kyzna xe ThI?

— K Bory! — rosopio.

— HeyxTo... coBcem yitnewn?

— K Bory B roctu He xoAT.

3anaakan orell.

— IlpocTH, — roBOpPHT, — MOXET, H BNPSIMb A He
npas... BO3bMH CBOIO 4acCTb.

2Kanko MHe ero cTajo, a He MOry C CepileM co-
BlafaTh.

— Her, — roeopio, — 3T0O — BbIKyN 3a Aylly TBOIO.

U ywen.

MMpuiwen 1 k xeHe cBoeil, roBopio eii:

— Cectpa mos! Xoueib Ju 6bITb CBOGOAHO!M ?

BarasiHysna oHa, BCbIXHY/a BCSl, MOJYUT U CMOTPHT.

U rosopio s eif:

— Ilpuger 3aBTpa U He GyseT MeHs... ucuesny s! Y,
KaK mpoiizeT nSAThb JeT, pacTOoprHyT OyaeTr Hawi Opak, 3a
Ge3BecTHBIM MOMM OTcyTcTBHeM. Thl Gyneub cBOGOLHA H
ceGe rocmoxa... Ho Hukomy GoJblie, — roBopro, — ce-
cTpa Mo, AYIIN CBOeil He MoxuMHSAH, TOKMO BoJse Boxueii!

B Horu eit nan.

— IpocT, — rosopio, — 4epe3 uyxy0 BoJO 06e3-
poaua 51 Tebs... yepe3 CBOIO UCNpaBAsio!

OHna GneaHa, CMOTPHT Ha MeHSl Aa MOJYHT; M BApPYr
K pyKam npunana, uenoBaTb xoudeT. Ho s oOHsn ee, moue-
JIOBaJI, MepBblii M NMOCAeLHHIt pa3, Kak cecTpy JOOGUMYIO0, H
BbilLieJI.

B Houb nowen Ha CTaHLUMIO, BEPCT MATHCOT OTMaxana B
BaroHe, 1a M Bbillel Ha BOJbHYIO 3eMJIO, MOLUEeJ MO Lap-
cTBY. B3sin MeHs B CKOPOCTH e 3a GecnucbMeHHOCTb. 1o
3Tany roHs/M, Ha Xap4ax y KasHbl CHAes.

Tak cemb JeT npoMasics.

W BOT rHaauM MeHs pa3 Mo CTenH, 3TaMHbIM MOPSLKOM,
NpHILJIa MHE LYMKA HOYbIO:

— Vidny!
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Ja un ywen.

Fnyxumu mMecTamu wies; AHeM cnal, rjie NPHAETCS, MO
HOYaM, Kak BOJK, mpobupajics, BCE paje ¥ aaje, Aa W 3a-
Open B CTenmb HEMPOE3XYIO, HEMPOXOXylo, B OBpar CTem-

HO#, — B 3TO CaMO€ MeCTO... 1a TYT ¥ OCTaHyCb, NIOKa He
NpuieT CKOHYaHHe BPEMeEH... WM MOe CKOHYaHHe.
OH CMOJIK.

Vxe crenHasgs HOYb OOHsSa Hac, oOBesia CBOMM Tell-
JIbIM, HEXHBIM JbIXaHUEM, U MHUpPHajJbl HEBEJLOMBIX MHPOB
IpKO cusiM B Hebecax.

— A oHa? — THXO CnpocCHJ 1.

OTweNbHUK TOMOJAYaJk, B TIJyGOKOH 3aLyMYMBOCTH,
NOTOM TaK e THXO, MOYTH HECJbILUIHO, CKa3a:

— He yrepneso cepiue... mpouesa si TEMH MeCTaMH,
HOYbIO MPOKPAJCH... 1A B OKHO, KaK NMTHIA HOYHas, 3arisi-
HYJl, — B OKHO-TO ee MHJ0ro. Buxy: cuaaT sa cTosoMm, noj,
KUBOTAMH, YXKHMHAIOT... XO3AMKOH OHa TaMm, M JAUTS CHIMUT
BO3Jle Hee, a OHa TakKasi cBeTJasi! 3aKOJOTHJIOCH BO MHeE
cepilue... M cJesbl, uyeJoBeye, CJe3bl... AYMal0: «3HAYHT,
npocTtua mens Bor!». A cam naauy, BOT naauy... yaiepxaThb-
CSl He MOTy... He TO OT PajOCTH 3a Hee, He TO... H MPOKpaJ-
Ccd 1 MHMO XaT, 3a CeJio, B CTelb.. M MNOIIEA MO TEMH
HOYHOM.
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TPATHUR
(UCTOPUST OIHOM AYILIN)






Kosokoabunky nponesu no cejy u cepblit BO30K OCTa-
HOBWJCSl y MOMOBCKOro JAoma. M3 Bo3ka Bble3 Ye/OBEK,
OuYeHb BBICOKHI, B MOXHATOH llanKe W JAJMHHOM TYyJymne.
B306paBLIUCh Ha KPbUIBbLLO, OH TaK NPHUHSAJCS HabaThIBaTh B
JABepb, YTO B JOMe BCMOJIOLIMINCH, Y OKOH 3aMe/bKalH JIHu-
ua. KTo-To Jierko u cnewHo npo6exai no CeHuam M ABepb
OTBOPHJACh.

— Bam koro? — nposBeHesn AETCKHH roNOCOK.

— DBarbka goma?

Fonoc uyenoBeka OblT rycT M JAenoBHTO-CepbeseH. He
JOXHAAACh OTBETA, OH C IIYMOM NPOABHHYJCS B ABEPb MH-
MO KpOLlUeYHO! JeBOYKH B KODOTKOM IUIATbHIlE, XYAEHbKOH
M rony6ornasoii, CMOTpeBIlieii Ha Hero CHHM3y BBepX, Kak-Ha
KOJIOKOJIBHIO.

— IlonoBHa, uto JaU?

CaepxcaHHBbIt POKOT €ro rojioca HamoJIHHA MOPO3HbIE
CeHILbI.

— Jouka, a?

— JHouka.

— Kak 3T0 TH 10 KpIOUKa-TO AOCTajJa? Y AUBUTE/bHO!
A pa3neBKOH-TO XOAMWIbL 3a4eM, Belb NMPOCTYAMTHCH MOX-
Ho. Hy-ka, noau-ka ciosa Ko MHe.

M3 BOpoTHHMKaA, CKJIOHEHHOe K Hell, Ha Hee CMOTpEJO
MOXHaTOe, 4YepHOe MeJBexbe JHLO, psiGoe, HeKpacuBoOe,
TOJICTOHOCOE, C 3BEPCKH JABHraBLIMMHCS, GYATO KeBaBIUH-
MH yYeaocTAMH. PykH, kak Janbl, npoTaHyauCh Kk Held. Mox-
HO ObLIO 3amiakaTh M y6exaTb. Ho cmelomufics no6pbiit
6seck B rayOuHe BBINMYKJbIX IJia3 NMPHBJEK AeBOYKY W OHa
JOBEpPUYMBO OTJAa/Nacb MPOTAHYTHIM pykam. [lpuesxuit nox-
HSU1 ee M CNIPATaN Ha TPyAHM, COBCEM C roJIOBOi B MEXOBOM
TemnJie Nas3yxH, Kak KOTeHKa. 3aTeM, COTHYBIIHCL B ABepsX,
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NPOHUK B TemJylo npuxoxyio. M3 npuxoxeil manuna k cebe
YIOTOM KpOlleyHasi CTOJIOBas, I'le y OKHa B Caj, — C 3any-
IIEHHBIMH CHErOM JAepeBbSIMH, — CTOSJ AJMHHBIH CTOJ,
KPbITHI Gesoi CKaTepThbIO M YCTaBJEHHbI BCAKOW CHELbIO
BOKPYT KHMNsilllero camoBapa. YesoBeK MOTSIHYJ HOCOM: nax-
JIO ropsiYMM MHPOroM, TOMJIEHbIMH CJIMBKAMH H XKAapKOM
camoBapa. Bcé BoKpyr Gbl10 Takoe TemJoe, Gesoe, YIOTHOE,
BKYCHO€, YTO OH PajOCTHO KPAKHYJ. ¥ ABepH, B MOJYa/lu-
BOM OXHJIAHMH, CTOAA 6aTiOlIKa, XyAOH M HeyK/IIOXHH, C
AEeTCKHUM JIMYUKOM M rojiyObIMH, HauBHbIMH rsa3amH. Cer-
Jasi Gopoaka Obl1a CIOBHO HapOYHO MpHKJEeeHa K ero JiH-
YUKy, a TyCTble 30JIOTHCTble BOJIOCHI, HHCNajaBllHe BAOJb
ek, HanoMHHaiun cugHMe. OT cTONa C JMOGOMBITCTBOM
CMOTpesia myxJasi, Kpyrias, JIeHHBO-ClIOKOHHAsi monajibs.

— A yrapa-a-iite, — rycTo 3aroBopua roctb, — a
4YTO 5§ BaM TaKoe MpuBe3?

BaTiolika ¢ HeJOyMEHHEM CMOTpEJ Ha ero OTTONbIPEH-
HYIO TpYAb.

A nonaxbst axHynaa.

— Yx He cobGaueHky Jau rie noao6pammu? Crpactb
CKOJIbKO HblHYe Oayasuiux cobauyeHOK pa3BesoCb. 3aBe3yT
B 1moue...

3arnyleHHblit AeTCKHA CMeX mpepBas ee.

— A 370 f-a-a...

JlykaBoe JMuYMKO BBLICTAaBHJIOCH M3-3a MOJbI TyJyna.

— Cobaue-e-Hkal

FocTb rpOMKO 3acMesiiCi M JIMIO €ro CTalo HeJjemno
206pbiM. OH OMyCTW/ AeBOYKY Ha MOJ MW OHAa TOTYAC e
6pocunacb Ha OTL@a M Ha MaTb C 3BOHKHM, CMEIOLIMMCS
naeM.

— Bay, Bay... Bay... co6aye-e-Hka!

— Ary-y ux! — noowpsa roctb, 0ocBOGOXKAafACh OT
Tyjayna M LIanku.

Oxkasancst 1yXOBHbIH, MJIEYMCTBHIA M IVIOTHBIH, Kpenko
C/IOXKEHHbIi B YepHOH psice, C CBSILIEHHHYECKUM KPEeCTOM
Ha rpyan. KpynHo-kyapsiBble 4epHble BOJIOCHI pacchina-
JIMCb BOKDYT €ro JMila, TaKOro MSCHUCTOro, CKyJacToro u
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3BepCKHM 3apoCllero, YTo C MepBOro B3rfsia MOXHO ObLIO
ucnyratbcsi. Ho B To e Bpems Juuo 3TO GbUIO TaKoe
MYXeCTBEHHOe, YTO BO36YXJAaJO JOBepHe, a MOMEHTaMH
BCnbixuBawolas po6pas yabibka cpasy npusiaexana. OH
pacnpaBus TUIeyH, BbINMPSMHA IPYyAb M KaKHM-TO KPYr/bIM
KeCTOM NPOTSHYJA PYKy 6GaTiollKe.

— 3apascTByiiTe, KoJaera!

J1eJIOBHTO OTKALUJISJICS.

— Yectb umelo npexcrtaBuTbcsi: uepeit Heesopos us
BornanoBky, 3oByT I1aBaom. MaTylike HU3KHA MOKJOH!

B kpolleyHOi KOMHaTKe roJioc ero 3Bydas, Kak A00-
poaylIHOe BOpYaHHe MeJBeis. baTiolika MArKo U BeXJMBO
BbIpaXkaJl CBOe YAOBOJBCTBHE BHAETb €ro y ce6s B JOMe,
a MaTylka yxe GpeHyasa NocCynoil, HalMBas roCTIO Yail
NPUrOTOBJSISL YrOLEHHE.

— ViKacTH Kakue X0JOja CTOSIT, — rOBOpHJA OHA,
— a y Hac HblHYe MHUPOXOK ropsyuii.

— UYyBcTBO OGOHSHHSI yXKe H3BECTHIO MeHS 00 3TOM,
— OTBEeTW] roCTb.

OH onyCTHUN pyKy Ha roJIoBy XEBOUKH.

— A kax 30ByT BpyHeruabay cuio?

— Yt0-c? — He noHsa 6aTiolIKa.
— Hmsa, nma? KakoMy cBATOMY mocBsillieHa?
— Humna.

— Huna, Hunouka, Hiowa, Huxiowa... npekp-pacHoe
nmsa! A eule Takue ecTb?

— JBe.

—- B nopsinke nocreneHHocTH?

OH nokasan pykoio OT moay Bbilie M Bbliie. BaTiomka
3acMesyICsl M MOKasaj ellie Bbllle.

—- WM nBoe MyXXCKOro mojia MOMHMO TOro, OAMH Yxke
B JYXOBHOM YUYUTCHl, APYrod B CEMHHapHH.

— P-pail!

I'ocTb IIYMHO B3AOXHYJI.

— ¥YxacHo mo6mo aerteit. A y menst Her, ['ocnoab He
ciogo6ui. Tpuxoautcs uyxux mo6uts. Jla Beab Bce AeTH
XpHUCTOBLL... NpaBra?
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Tak pasroBapuBas, OH C YA06CTBOM pacceics 3a CTO-
JIOM, KaK y ce6sl AOMa, M NMPHHAJACA 3a yrouieHue. Yait Ha-
JAMBaJCsi OGbICTPO CTakaH 3a CTaKaHOM, a NHPOr Hcue3al
KyCOK 32 KYCKOM C MOpPa3HTe/JbHOI ObICTPOTOH, 4TO yX
HEMHOr0 U GeCroOKOWJIO MaTylKy. BbaTiolka ke B HaWBHOM
BOCXHUILEHHH CMOTpPEeJ] Ha 3BEPCKM XKYIOLIMe YeNIOCTH roCTS,
nopakasicb UX sHepruefl. A roctTb rysen ¢ HabUTbIM PTOM.

— BblI yx MeHsi U3BHHMTE, KOJJera, si BCé JobJio je-
JaTb Ha YHCTOTY. [IUTb TaK MUTb... €CTb TaK €CTb... pabo-
TaTb Tak pa6oraTb. ¥ MeHs Bceraa Tak. I[IpasgHocTH He
Jo6imo... xa-xa! Yro Hawa xHu3Hb... Meyra!

"~ OH jgenan Kpyrible XecTbl CBOGOAHOM pyKoii, Bpe-
MeHaMH Kak Obl JeKJaMHpOBaJ, 3aTeM Cpa3y Nepexoius Ha
OGbLIYHBIA TOH.

— Mur oauH... M HeT BoJIeOHOH ckasku!

— He ycneewn kak cieayeT MONMTb, NMOECTb, U B
Mmoruny Jjoxwucb. Xa-xa! 3acTtyn, 3acTym, Aa uepHOe CYK-
HO, Ja TpM lIara 3eMJH, 3eMJM HaM HYXHO BCEM paBHO.
[lpaBaa 4TO /M, MaTylIKa? — CKOCHJICS OH Ha MOMajbio.

— ¥Yx 5 ¥ He 3Ha0, 6aTIOILKA, YTO Bbl TaKoe roBO-
pHTe...

— Ha jmunuii Kycoyek Hamekalo.

OH nosoxua ceGe elle NMUpora ¥ BAPYT Myrawule no-
BEpHy/ JIMIO K JAEBOYKe, CMOTpeBilell Ha Hero CMeloLH-
MHCSl T1a3KaMHu.

— IlokasaTb Y10 /M, MJIYTOBKA, Ile PaKH 3UMYIOT?

YxBaTun cBOeil JN1anoit ee MajleHbKYIO PYUYKy W YBeJ
KyJAa-TO B KapMaH NOAPSCHMKA. B pyuke oKasaiucb KOH-
¢erku. JleBouka B3risiHyJa Ha HUX, KOH(QY3JIHBO U HEXHO
NOCMOTpe/Ia eMy B rJiasa M BAPYT NMOPBIBUCTO MPHKAIACh K
Hemy. A OH, GbICTPO NMOKOHYMB C NMHUPOrOM, KPEnKO yTepcs
M C LOBOJIbHBIM BHIOM KPSIKHYJ:

— 3a yroulenHe npuHowy G6JarofgapHocTb. YyBCTBH-
TeJbHO TPOHYT, B Apebe3ru 06GJACKaH, CHIT, MbSH, H HOC B
Tabake. A Tenepb K jeny.

Pacnpasua ycbi.

— C AByX c/0B, KOJJIEra: XOTHTE MEHSTbCS?
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BaTioika B3risiHy/ yAMBIEHHO.

— Yem?

— Hy noHsTHO, He NMONaAbAMH, Xa-Xa, — paccmesics
rocTb, NMOKOCHBLIMCb Ha MAaTYILIKy H BbIPasHTeJbHO MOA-
MHUTHYB eil, — NpUXOJaMH, KOJJera, NpuxojaMu. Y MeHs
npuxoj — 3oJoTtoe jHO! Beab 3Haere BorgaHoBky... 4TO X
roBoputb. Kaxxgorogno TabbiHckas Baagpluvia npuxoiur,
Nno TPH AHS rocTUT. FOpoxkaHe HaMJILIBAIOT THICSYAMH, JeHb-
I'M JblOTCS pekoio. He cOBpY HMCKOJIBKO: MOJTOPBI THICAYH
TOJIbKO MHE OCTaeTCsl, He CYHTas mpHYTa. A MHOrAa M JABe.
Maryuka y MeHs B WieJKax uieroaser. B ropoa npuezer, B
LJISINKe CTPaycoBO nepo, 60a dyepe3 mieyo, BCAKHE NMpeMy -
pocty U Tydeabku JakoBble. B caly Ha npomeHaje jpaxe
WenyyTcs: BOH Gorayuxa rynaser, nonajpsi 6oraaHoBckas!
Jas MeHsl JIMYHO JeHbrM — TieH. lllerosbcTBa He 0610,
pockolilb npe3upaio. Jleteld HeT: A/ KOro KONMMUTh Ceil npax
u nenea? Jla u gpyroe Ha yme... A KOMy 3TO Hajlo0, Jyulue
MeCTa He HalTH.

OH NOKOCHJICSl Ha MONaAbIo.

— A c6opbl xopolue y Bac? — COpOCHAA Ta.

— Co6opnbi?

OH noweBeaun GPOBSIMH.

— OaMH KOHYaeTCs, APYroi HauyHMHaeTCSH... KPYrJblit
roj MacjasHuua. 1 JMYHO MaHKHMpYIO, XOTs Monaabs HHON
pas u rpbideT MeHsi. Jlpyroit xxe 6bl HAa MOeM MecCTe Kymai-
Csi B Macje, Crnaj Ha WIepcTH, a filamu aa xae6om passed
6bl ONTOBYIO TOPrOBJIIO.

— W nruueit paor?

— Ilpu xaxaom GpakonoBeHYaHHMH OOS3aTeNbHO Mep-
HaToe.

— Kypoukamu?

— W rycbkamu-c, MaTylika, ¥ I'yCbKaMH-C... HApOA y
Hac NTHLEBOA.

— Tocnoan...

Marylka ¢ KalHbIM OrOHbKOM B I/a3ax B3rJsHyJa
Ha Myxka, HO 6aTIOlWKa ONMyCTWUJ J1a3a U No JHIy ero npo-
112 TeHb HeyAOBOJbCTBHSA.

181



— YMHOXeHHe 3a60T, — THXO CKasal OH, — HaMm
Beib H 31eCb He rOJIOLHO.

— 3aTto BBl NpUMHTEe BO BHHMaHHe Kakaf y Bac
raywb! BoraaHoBka e OT ropoja BCero-Ha-Bcero ABai-
aTh ABe BepCThl. 3axoTenu AeTefl NOBUAATb, — MOXaNyi-
Te! 3axoTeau B rocTH, B KMHematorpad, B TeaTp... PyKon
noxatb!

— B Teatp? — HejpoyMeBamwlle packpbul GaTioLIKA
riaasa.

— Hy pa... pasBe ceMHHapucTOM He JOGHIM TmoCe-
warb?

— CeMHHapHCTOM... OHO KOHEYHO...

— A yTo0 xe m3meHusa0Ch Tenepb? UcKyccTBo Bceraa
uckycctBo. IoBopurcsi paxe cBatoe uckyccTtBo! Heyxenn
BHHT WJM MyJbKa NMpeinoyTHTeJbHee H, CkaxeM, Ge3rpelu-
Hee. Ilpexpaccyaku, koJsjera, mpeipacCyiKH 3aejau BCIO
Hally XKH3Hb. Bo3ayx McKyccTB, BelolHit BOKpYr yejoBeka,
— cka3aHo y IluceMcKOro, — yCnoKOMTENEeH M OCBEXaIolL.
Iny6oko BepHo! TloBepbTe, KoJIera, mo Hatype Moeit mo-
wany#t 6bl cimics, ecau Obl He yBJeyeHHe UCKyCCTBOM. Jlo-
6mo-io Teatp! 51 gaxe B mepBbIX KJaccax CeMHHAapHH Tpa-
reJiMio nucasl.

— Tpareauio?

— HaswbiBasnace «Mapusi CtioapT».

— Jla Beib KaxeTCsl eCTb Takas...

— Xa-xa... 3Hai0. Huyero-o! §1 Beab anst aywu. Cpoe-
ro-to Bor He pan. Xop-p-oulee 6bu10 Bpems. Ilonosxe s B
MOOUTENbCKUX CreKTakasax BbicTynan. B «[poses, B «Bo-
puce T'oayHoBe». Y ¢ BecbMa naxe 3HayMTEJbHBIM ycCrie-
xoM. OJHO BpeMsi MeuTaJ Ha ClleHy MOCTYNUTb M pa3 Ko-
poJs Jlupa urpan B Teartpe.

— Heyxeau urpaaun?..

Maryuwika Tak ¥ npeBpaTHJAach BCH B XajJHOe BHHMa-
HHe, a 6GaTIOIIKA CMOTpPEJ Ha rocTS C HaWBHbIM BOCXHILE-
HHEM.

— Jlupa?

I'nasa ero cusiiu.
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— B Teatpe?.. B HacTosem?!

— B ropoxckom, caMoM HacTOSflLEM.

— WM ¢ ycnexom?

— dypop, koanera! Bol nomuute Jlupa?

OH BCTa/, OTKALIAJICSA M JIMLO Y Hero CAesaloch 3Bep-
CKHM.

— «3aucsh, BeTeplls.

Tparuyeckn BbIGPOCH/ PYKH M KPeCT 3ampbiral y Hero
Ha TpyIM.

— «Jly#i, noka He JONHYT uieku»!.. ¥ MeHs NamsATb
npekpacHasi... «Bbl xa186M BOJ, CTPEMHUTECh yparaHom, sa-
neiite 6awnH, ¢morepa Ha GawHsix! Bbl, cep-pbie U 6bICT-
pble OTHH... NPeABECTHHKH IPOMOBBIX THXKHUX MOJHMI...».

OH peBeu.

— «Jly6-60B Kp-pyLIHTENNY...

Marywka 3axana yiuu.

— Oraywua!

— &ypop, Kopaeausi, He npaBaa im? — 06epHyACs OH
K Heil. — T0JI0COK-TO y MeHS B TO BpeMs ellle caale Gbul.
Kak psiBKHy, Kak mylly B OKTaBYy: «rp-poM HeGecCHbiil, pa3-
6eit npupoay Bcio! PacniocHu pasom ToscThiil wap semun!
W pas6pocaii no BeTpy cemeHa, poasuiue JdoAeil HeGaaro-
JLapHBIX...».

OH MeTascst Haj CTOJIOM, GarpoBblil H JOXMaThIil.

— «P-peBu Bcem xuBotom! Iy#, neit, rpemu!! Yero
WaiuTh MeHsa? OroHb M BeTep...  'POM H JOXAb — He JO-
YepH MOH...

IMoTpsican pykamu Hazx rosoBoil.

— 0-0-0... mo3-3zop-p!!

Cmouk.

Co B310XOM Cell M MPHMHAB BHJ JeJNOBHTO-CEpbe3Hbii,
KPYIJ/IbIM XeCTOM NOKa3aj Ha ce6si.

— §l Tp-paruk, Kojsera... Tparuk no Hatype!

Y 6aTiOlIKH OT BOCXHMILEHHSI ObLIO COBCEM JeTCKoe
JIMLLO.

— Tak mouemy e BbL..

— B uepesx?
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TpsixHya roJioBoH.

— Cyab6bl ommnbka pokoBas. A BnpoueM, KoJjJera:
nytu Focnognu HeucnoBeaumel. Ho ToT gens, xoraa Jlupa
Mrpaj... 30J0TOi XeHb B Moeit xu3nu! Jla 6yaer oH 6aaro-
C/OBeH, AeHb TOT! A BBIIIO 3TO cay4aiHo. B To Bpems
Obl1 51 yxe B LIECTOM KJacce ceMHHapuu. U BOT Kak-To Ha
JMOOHTENbCKOM Beyepe MO3HAKOMMJICA C aHTpenpeHepoM Me-
CTHOro Teatpa, Murpeab-3anoabckum. ToJCThIH Takoit uye-
JIOBeK, L1apy noAoG6HbIi, JULOM, KaKk kaba, OAMH I1a3 CTeK-
JISIHHBIA, Ja Tak MCKYCHO CleflaH, YTO He Cpa3y OTJHMYHMLIb.
OT oJAblLIKM UrpaTh He MOTr, a rOBOPAT Obl1 paHblle aKTep
npuMeyaTenbHblif. C noxsanoil o Moeit urpe oTo3BajCs OH,
a MHe 3TO caaue mena, pasymeercs. [loun k Gydery, Bbi-
NuIK. A NOTOM B PeCTOPAHYMK, MOJ MaLIMHY, Aa BCIO HOYb
u kono6poaunu. oasanuiaa akTepckasi KOMNaHMUs... MH-HP!
VX M Ha «Tbl» mepeuuu.

— Tbl, 6paT, TanaHt! — KpuuuT MHe Murpenb-3a-
NOJILCKHUH.

Tel, 6paT, Aa 5, GpaT... nomsa y Hac Apyx6a. Iuso
peko#, BOiKa BOLOMAaLOM.

— Tebst Ha CLeHy Hano! — KDHYHT.

A y mens cmonbki. O6HMMaNKCD, LeoBaauch. He mom-
HIO, KTO MeHd TOoraa M Aomoit mpepoctasua. Ilpochyics...
B rojoBe Tpeck. [locMoTpen B KapMaHbl... MycTo, — Bce
6aTbKHHBI JeHbI'H NMPOryJs, KBapTHPHOil Xo3silike MIaTUTb
HeyeM. A Ha cepaue nerywku! — Tanaut! — aymaio. U
cnaako. Ilpousena y MeHs 3Ta MbICJAb B roOJIOBE.

— CayxuTb MCKYyCCTBY, AyMaimo, He B CeM JH TNpH-
3BaHHe Moe?

Pewnn noittu k Murpenb-3anoabcKkomy, NOroBOPUTH C
HHMM BIJIOTHYI0. Bpemsi o yxke k Mac/siHO#M Hejlese, CKO-
PO M TeaTpy KOHell. 3Hal0, AHEM y HUX PeMeTHLHH, MoLIes,
C 3ajHero xoja 3a KyJucol mpoHuk. IlycTo, cnpocutb He-
KOro, TOJbKO CO CleHbl WIyM uiaeT. I — Kk cueHe. ThMma.
TonbKO KaKO#-TO YepHbIil yesoBeK 6JarMM MaToM KPHYMUT U
¢doHapemM pasmMaxuBaeT, — MOXHO pa3o0paTb, YTO ClEHa
FOPOACKYI0 MJIOIaAb M306paxaeT, KPyrom AoMa, a y AO-
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MOB JIIOZM MeUyTCsl, KpHYaT, BU3KAT: aKTephl, aKTPHCHI, a
nocpeid HUX Murpenb-3ano/bCKuil, — pyKamMM OTMaXHu-
BaeTcs, a OHM Kak OGyaTo pasopBaThb ero xoTaT. [lokasa-
JOCb MHe CHayala, YTO peneTHLHs, U OYeHb MOHPaBHJIOCH,
BOT, AYyMalo, 310poBo urpaiT. Jla Bcaywmanca: ccopa! Tpa-
ruk PacrakyeB ¢ kyJakamu Hactymaet. — Papa-0-0-H, —
peBeT, — Thl CeMb KOpOB nporJoTual.. U kakue-To AeHbrH
Tpe6GyeT, a 3a HUM U BCe, — IBaiT, Kpuk. A Murpeap ynu-
paeTcs: — A0 KOHUA Ce30Ha HM Konelku!.. U cTek/sHHbIA
r1a3 y Hero Taxk M cBepkaeT. PacrakyeB peBeT: — 3aBTpa
He urpaio! Mapus VBaHnoBHa, moiizem momoit!l.. ¥YxBaTua
XeHy 3a pyKy M — 3a Kyaucel. KTo 3a HuM, KTO ocTancs.
Busr, nuck! Murpeab kpuuut: — Teatp 3akpowo! TyT yBu-
a1 OH MeHsl, y3HaJs, GpOCHICS, 4yTb He OGHHUMAET.

— Barenbka! INaBsen Ierposuu! He cyap6a au Tebst
nocnana? Beipyuait!

— Kak?

— Wrpaii 3aBTpa Jlupa!

¥ MeHs ¥ riasa Ha J106, o6omael.

— Jla Bbl mytHuTe?

— Kakue Tam wytku! 51 sroro noanena PacrakyeBa
M Ha nopor GoJbllie He myuly. 3ayeM, KOrAa y MeHsi Tako#
TaJaHTHlLe 3aBejcs!

— Kako#i, rosopio, Tanantuue?

— Ja B x, [laBea IleTpoBuu!

IasiweTr OKOMO MEHS, AbILIET KaK NMapoBHK, a CTEKJSH-
HbIl r71a3 Tak M urpaer.

— CKopo Moxellb poJib 3ayYHTh?

— JIBa pa3a npoyuTaTh.

— Hy aa Tam u cydaep noacobur. Bepu poss, a 3aBT-
pa Ha peneTHLMIO MPUXOAH NOpPaHblLeE.

A cam rposur.

— $l-a-a um nokaxy!

— Jla u3-3a uero, roBopo, pacnps-To y Bac?

— Ta-a-k... cemeitHoe neno.

B3asin1 s posib MOAMBIILKY H, YK MOXeTe ceGe mpeacra-
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BMTb, KaKMMU Ca)KE€HHbIMM LIAXHLAMKH AoMoit Jeten. [Ja
KaK 3anepcsi B KOMHaTe, KaK NMPHHSJICS peBeThb:

— «[lopaiiTe Kap-pTy KOpOJIEBCTBA... MOpa BaM 3HaTb
KaKoe Mbl JaeM... Mp-pHAaHoeE...

Xoasifika B IBepb CTYUHT.

— TMasen IerpoBuy, INasea INeTpoBuu!

Jlouepy, CbIH, rOCTH KaKue-TO B JBepb 3arisiiblBaioT,
a 1 B nose CTOIO:

— «Kop-posnb dp-panuysckuit? U 6ypryHackuit rep-
wor? INpuHaTe ux, I'nocrep!

U xecT KopoJseBCkHil... xa-xa!

A Te AyMaoT: C yma cowes, — AOMKHO-ObITb BUA-TO
y MeHst aukuil. Jla OGBSACHHIOCH Jesi0, KOHTPOMapKH 1 UM
nooGelan ¥ y HUX pagocts nowaa. HukoMy s B Ty Houb
cnaTh He jaj: posb CBo yuwi. Ilojx yTpo wacok — Apy-
rof moBopoyajaCsi Ha MOCTeJNH, U KO MHEe COH He MAeT: H
PajocTh, U CTPax, 1 COMHeHMe, U XyTb, U Becemne! Kak B
TyMaHe BCSl xH3Hb. Ha peneTuumio 3aroas nouues, U xo3sii-
KHHA J04b CO MHOH yBsi3asacCb, BCIO LOPOr'y COBeTbl AaBana,
M TaK BOJIHOBaJaCb, Kak camoii urpats. [Ipowma peneTHuus
Xopolo, noxsaaua Murpenb-3anoabckuil. A Tam NpHHS-
JIMCb MEHSl M K CMeKTaKMo o0psixaTh: GOpOAUILY MpHIEeNH-
JIH, MK PaCKpacHiM, MaHTHIO Hajeau. Barasuyn s B 3ep-
Kano, cepaue 3akonaoTuaocb. Koposas! Kopoab! A Tam yx
3BOHKM 3BOHAT, OPKeCTp NMpPOMrpaj, pexuccep kak Geule-
Hblit Geraer:

— Ha cueny!

[Ipunsn g BUA BeJMYECTBEHHbI, KaK MOeMYy KOpOJeB-
CKOMY 3BaHHIO nopo6aeT, a Kopaenusi, — o30pHasi akTpuc-
Ka, — WHMOUT COOKY:

— YT0 3TO BBl METYXOM JAEepKHUTECDH?

Kpyrom: — xu-xu! Csura, I'oHepuabsi, repuor AJb-
6auckuit, repuor KopuBannbckuit — usambiBaotcs. — Cmeii-
TeCb, AYMaio, 3aBUCTHHKHM! B3rasHyn s Ha HMX ropao, Bbl-
XOJsl Ha ClleHYy, A2 COBCEM NpO nopor 3a6bll... 0AHAKO yrep-
KaJICSl, TOMLKO KPSIKHYJ HeKCTaTH. BeanuecTBeHHO mpowen
K CTONMy CpelM CBUTHI OJecTsuledf, NpuKasal MpPUHATH KO-
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poasi ¢paHIy3cKoro, repuora GypryHiacKkoro, TOpxeCTBeH-
HO CeJl 32 CTOJI M y2Ke XOTes noTpe6oBaTh KapTy KOpOJeB-
CTBa, KaK CBepXy, C MOTOJKA... 6al cTya! A HaA0 BaM CKa-
3aTh, YTO Tparuk PacrakyeB mpoTHB MeHs 37106y 3aTamui.
U cnpaeepnnBo! Jeno npouuioe, Tenepb Gbl i TaKk He MO-
CTYNUJI: HEJOBKO BbIJIO, — IUTpeiikGpexepa pasbirpal.
Yro? Hy, samectuTens, Tak ckasaTb, kojvera. He paso-
OpaBIUKCh, BBS3aJCS B CKBEpPHOE JHes0, 3anojbCKOMYy No-
MOT, a OH M MOIUEHHMKOM OKasaics, Kaxk yBuaute. Hy,
OpSIKHYJICA CTYJ, TaK Ha TNOJaplIMHA OT MeHs, repuory
KopHBamnbckoMy Hory 3awmu6, B CBUTe nepenosiox. S xe
He pacTepsijicsi, — BCE-TaKM yXK ClieHa-TO Oblia AeJ10 NMpH-
BbIYHOE, — B3IVIAHYJ BBEPX M roBOPIO:

— JlBopen, Hawl BeTx cTaHoBUTCSH, Kopaenus!

A Kopaenuss — ¢bipk!

Tak aKTpHCKa, U3 3aXyAajbiX Gbl1a, Ha BbIXOAHBIE pO-
JM, oHa BMecTo PacrakyeBoii urpana. Huuero, comno. I'ep-
nor AnbGaHCKMil CTYJ 3a KyJMCHI BbIKMHYJ. J1 e roeopio,
NpOAOJMXKAs CBOIO POJb:

— «[lopaiite kapTy koposescTBa!

KuHyauco 3a KapToil, — HeT KapThbl, ONSATb pacTaky-
eBckue wWTykH. Cabllly, 3a cueHoil 6eroTHs, Crnop, repuor
AnbGaHckuit 3a KyJUCBl KyJakoM rposut... Ckangaa! Ox-
HaKO Xe, M Ha 3TOT pa3 s Cmac MoJoXeHHe.

— O6oitnemcsi 6e3 kapThl, FOBOPIO, BOT TYT Ha CTOJIe
YyepTex KOpPOJIEBCTBA Hallero...

W nowio janblie, KaK 1Mo Macjy, XOpOIUO MOULIO, HA
peneTHLMH BCe H3PSALHO Crneaucb. B aHTpakTax Bbi30BHI Ge3
koHUa. Ja Tak 6bl OHO ce6Ge M 1ULI0, ecit Obl He pacTaKyeB-
CKHe IITYKH. B TpeTbem JAeHCTBUM, MOMHHUTE... B CTENH... HA
roJIoOM MeCTe, MOXHO CKas3aTb, NPOBAJMJCA $i CKBO3b 3€M-
ao! Bypd, 10xAb, MOJHHH CBEPKAIOT, 3a CLLEHOH rpoM rpe-
MMT, MeCcTO camoe 3ddekTHOe, 1 B caMOM ynape, roBopio
KaK HaCTOSIIUMA KOpOJIb:

— «[lycTb Goru BeaMKHe, YTO TPOM HajJ HaMH Jep-
KaT, Tenepb TBOPAT paCnpaBy: Tpe-Ne-lUU 3/04ei.

Ckasan, warHyJs, momaj HOroff Ha Tpam, ¥ C LIYMOM

187



HU3Beprcsi B MyCTOTYy W MpakK, Ha CLieHe TOJbKO MAaHTHS
octanach. Kak st ce6e Horu u pe6pa He nepesomal, A0 CHX
nop He no#my! [puwaocL 3aHaBec CNyCTHTb... XOPOLLO, YTO
cueHa K KOHuy moaxoiuna. A B ny6bauke ¢ypop! Teatp
JAPOXKHT:

— JIn-u-n-u-u-p-a-a!l.

Bbixoaua 6, BLIXOAWN, H C aKT€PaMH M OJHMH, KJIaHSJICH,
kaaHsaca. Ha sno PacrakyeBy, cayvait ceit k ycmexy mo-
cayxua. Tak M go konua uuio. Oaumu! Boisosbl. Pacra-
KyeB MO KOHTPOMapKaM KJaKepoB HamyCTHJ, Te CBHUCTETb
NbITAJNCh, KyAa-a TaM: Ny6JvKa CTYAbSIMH CTY4uT. Mur-
penb-3anoJbCKUil PyKM MHe XKMeT.

— 3Bepb, 3Bepb... 1 Teb B «OTemno» Boimyuty!

A Teatp peBeT:

— Jlu-u-n-pa-a!!

— Tlouemy xe He mo damuauu? — cnpocua 6aTioui-
Ka, C BOCTOPX€HHBbIM JIHLIOM XKaJAHO CJAyLIaBIUHil TOCTS.

— He no damumuu? Jla B adumax Tpu 3BE3LOYKM
croano. U to yx Ha cueHy mpuberaju CnpawivBaTb: KTO
Takoit? Hapo otaarb pomxkHoe Murpesnb-3anosbCKOMy: He
npomnevaTas, a To Gbl Ha Apyro#l xe JeHb cyab6a MOSI MHa-
KO onpejennnacb. Bbul Ha cnekTak/ie-TO y4uTesb CJOBeC-
HOCTH, Tpouukuit, a 1 ¥ He nOAO3peBal, TOJbKO MOTOM
y3Hal. Yx MoxeTe cebe npeiCTaBUTb, B KaKOM si TOria
HacTpoeHuH Obul... B KakoM nojbeme! Houb, — a Ha HeGe
y MeHs ueTbipe CojHua M ABe JayHbl! Xa-xa! He xoxy, a
BbICTYMalo, He roBOPIO, a BO3rJaroibCTByl0. M MaHTHIO
chan, a BCE ewe kopoab! Xossiiika ¢ jovepsimu, B GJaro-
JapHOCTb 3a KOHTPOMapKH, KapeTy HaHsila, yCaiuaa MeHs
KaK JXeHHXa.

— Kopoao, — wWyTAaT, — HENpHIMYHO MEeIIKOM XO-
JAHUTD.

A poma nu-up!

Craplasi j04Ka rjas He CnyckaeT, TOYHO ¢peiinuHa
yxaxuBaeT 3a MmHoil. CopajoBaaucb MHe Bce, 0o6JacKanu
BApeOe3ry, A0 pu3 mnojoxeHus. A s BCE elle Kak KOpOJb
BBICTYNAIO... IOKA Ha KPOBaTb He OTHecaH. Ha yTpo pewmn
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s TBepAO: MOJAI0 PEKTOpPy npolleHHe 00 YBOJbHEHHH H
MOCTYNalo Ha CUEHY. Y& M mpolleHHe HanMucal, Aa NMpHILIA
MbICJIb: 3aiily K 3anoJbCKOMY, OKOHYaTeJNbHO YCJOBJIOCh.
INMpuxoxy B Tearp. A Tam raa-a-it, a TaM NJay M CKpe-
xet! Tlo3afonkaB axkTepaM, Mo3aGpaBLIM JEHEKKH, 3a-
MOJbLCKHA C YTPeHHHM MOe3J0M YKaTH/A HeH3BEeCTHO KyAa.
Buxy: JMua HeT HM Ha KOM, 0600pan Bcex 3anoJbCKHi,
6e3 rpoua Ha yJMle OCTaBHIL

¥Bugan meHs Pacrakyes.

— Ilpena-a-tenn!!

PasBea s pykamu.

— IpocTuTe, rosopio, BeJHKOAYIIHO, TOBAapHIUH, HE
no pasymy NMOCTYMHJ H BbILLJIO CKBEPHO, CaM BHXY Tenepb,
yTo Murpeab MOIIEHHHK!

YcabixaB Takoe Moe CI0BO MOKasHHoe, Pacrakyes pe-
YW JHMIIKICSA, a MOTOM B3peBesd, Kak OblK:

— Yecrnas aywa!

O6nanui, AyWHT.

— Ipoctu u THI Mena!

Hy, uro pacckasbiBaTb... nuau! Tpu aHs nuiau, meprt-
Byio. Okasancs PacTakyeB napeHb 4yJeCHbIH, Aylia WHPO-
kas. Bcé coBeTbl MHe naBaj, OT CLiEHbl OTBJEKAaJ.

— He Bsxuch, roBopur, 3a Hauleil XKH3HbIO, COMbelI-
csl, KaK YTOIVIEHHHK... K TOMY Xe roJoc y Te6Gsi OnepHbIH,
a XeCTy HeT.

U Bepua 4, 1 He BepuJL.

IMpoBoaua ux.

Kak onu yexanu, Kyja yexan, He 3HaIO... OCTaJCA 5 C
CBOMMHM COMHEHMSMH. A IO TOPOAKY-TO, MEXAy TeM, WYM
noweJ. Beab y Hac Bce npo Bcex 3HalOT. 3aryassna MoJBa:
Jlupa cemuHapuct HeB3opoB urpan! Jouuio 10 pekTopa,
LOKHO ObiTh Tpouukuit cbabesnuuan. Ilnoxoit oH Obu
MYXKUYWHA, C penyTauueit noamoueHHOH. [ToTAHyIM MeHs K
PEeKTOpy, COBET Nejaroruueckuit cobpanu.

— JluneaeitcTBoBan?

Uto ocTaBajJOCL? ¥Ymepcs Ha OLHOM: 3HaTh He 3HaI,
BeaaTb He Bejaw. A B Ayule 3anoabckoro 64aroaapio, 4To
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Ha aduuwe damMuaUM He MPOCTaBWJ, CKa3aTh-TO M HeyeM.

Tpouukuit 310pajHO LIMITHT.

— 41 Beap Gbu1 TOrza B Tearpe M y3Han Bac. CosHa-
BaillTecb-Ka Jyulle.

— B rpume, — O0TBeyalo, — M aKTepa He y3Haellb,
KTO TaKo.

— A g ysHan!

— CxojacTBo o6MmaHyJo.

— $1 Bac no rosocy ysHan!

— Mauo Ju rosnocoB oguHakoBbix. [TocTaBbTe MeHs C
TEeM aKTepoM PSAOM, TaK M YBHAMTE pasiuyue.

Tpouukuit WHNKH-U-T, He JIOOKUI OH MeHs.

— Ipo Bac Becb ropoj roBODHT.

— Cayx He A0Ka3aTeJbCTBO... MAJIO JIH YTO NMpPO Bac
TOXe BeCb rOpoj FOBODHT.

Manbupl y Hero B BO3AyXe 3aurpasH.

— A yt0? A uro?

— HenoBko pacckasbiBaTh.

— Her p-pacckaxure... pacckaxure!

— Ecau otew, pekTOop paspeluur.

CoBeT yTKHYA HOCbI B GyMmary, yXMBUISIOTCS, PEKTOP
Xe Mpa4yHO TFOBOPHT:

— 370 K jeny He OTHOCHTCSH.

Buauce, 6GuaMCh, TaKk M OT'BEXaJM, TOJBKO NOBeLEHHE
c6aBunu 3a ctponTHBOCTb. Hy, a B TO BpeMsi y MeHs Kak-
pas poman wesa. Baobunach B MeHs Xo3sifikMHa cTapluas
J04Ka, MOLLIH Mbl IO YIJIaM CeKpeTbl CeKpeTHHYaThb. BioH-
AMHOYKa npusTHas. Jlio6/10 KpacoTy... roBopio npsimo. Boc-
nbinan ¥ 1! Konuun cemunapio, ceftuac moj Bexen! A TaM...
KaK BHIMTE...

OH paccmesics.

— Ilo uuny, MeabxucenexoBy!

B3noxHyB, WIyMHO TPAXHYJ roJIOBOA.

— Cyuxnsbba!

Caenan Kpyrablil ecT ¥ 3aJeKJ1aMHPOBAI:

— <M Tak Mbl CTaHeM XHTb... H Ne€Tb... MOJMTbCH,
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CKa3KM CKasbiBaTb... H HabmoaaTb Mbl OylaeM CYIHOCTb
aen!

Marywka Thxo 3acmesinach. HesamerHo Huna yxe 3a-
6panacb Ha Kosenu k o. [laBny. BaTiomika He cnyckan ¢
JMIA ero HaMBHO-BOCTOPXEHHOro B3rJfAA.

— Ho noyeMy ke Bbl XOTHTe yXOiuTb 43 BorpaHos-
KM? — CIpPOCHJ OH.

— Tearp! HenpeoGopumas CTpPacTb CHSl BCEMY MNpH-
yyHoil. He mory! Kak Boiimer, sHaere, TpeBora B Ayly,
MeCTa He Haiily ceGe, TSIHET... K CBETy 3TOMY, K TOJme, K
WYMKY, K 3anaxy... K MbUIH 3aKyJHCHOH TSIHET, K LIOPOXY
JeKopauuii, K JHIaM pacKpalleHHbIM, K CMELIHbIM 3THM KO-
CTIOMaM CKasoyHbiM. Kakoi-HMOyAb Meu KapTOHHbIA MHe
BCIO Aylly MepeBOpauMBaeT, Kak Mrpyuka c eaku. He mo-
BepuTe, KoJulera... Bo CHe urpaio!

— Jla uto BbI? cMesncs GaTiolLKa.

— VBepsiio Bac! To 5 MaBp KakoH-HHOYAb, MONKOBO-
Jel, 3HaMEHWTBIH, TO KOpOJb, TO HMMMeEpaTop, — BCeria
nepBble poau. [lonagbs cmeeTcs: KOraa, rOBOPUT, Thl Hau-
Hellb BO CHe BOpOYaTbCs M GOPMOTaTb, TO MHE XOYeTCH
B JIQJOLIK XJIONAaTh, — YK HaBepHoe, urpaewib! OHa y MeHs
uyy-y-gHas! Hy, sanpsikem Mbl JowajgKy, Aa U B TOpOX.
Ona B napTepe 3acsjeT, f 32 KyJuCbl. AKTepbl y MEHS NpH-
ATeNN, B FOCTH KO MHe e3JfT... Apy3bsi! BoT u npebbiBaio s
3a KyJMCaMH, TaloCb BO TbMe, a TO B JIOXe ry6epHaTOpCKO#,
KOrja mycTyeT, MpAYyCcb 3a 3aHaBeckoi. U euie Her MHe
6oJble yHOBOJMLCTBHMA, KaK 'POM 3a ClleHO# AenaTb.. Ox-
HaKO e, WKWIa B Mellke He yTauwb. CTano Haxo MHO#
JLYXOBEHCTBO MOACMEHBATbCH, CTa] 6JaroyMHHbIA HaMeKaTb
HacyeT pasHbIX CJAyX0B. A TaM HalULIHCb pajeTelH, H
enuckony jpoHecau. BoiabiBaeT meHsi enuckon. Bejap Bbl 3Ha-
eTe Kakoit oH? BbixoauT, Kak Bcerja, CrOKOiHbI M 3ara-
JIOYHBIA, BLICOKHH M CTPaHHBIN, CIOBHO HeXHBOH, 33 OuKa-
MM IJ1a3 He BHJIHO.

CnpawuBaer:

— Bbl 3HaeTe MHeHHe CBATBIX OTel| O TeaTpe?

— 3Halo, Baajblka.
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— Kak Bbl kK HEMy OTHOCHTECH?

BoT Tak Bompocel... uTo oTBeTHwb? He cTany xe s
onpoBepraTh CBATHIX OTHOB. U BHXKYy mno Bompocy, 4TO
3HaeT OH 060 MHe, a YTO 3HaeT, HEU3BECTHO.

— Bawe npeocBsileHCTBO, — roOBOPIO, — O BHHE
CKa3aHo, uTO B HeM OJyA M ynuBaThCcs MM mpectynHo. Ox-
Hako e, XpHCTOC OAHAaxJbl BOAY NPETBOPWI B BHHO, —
3HauuT, ObiBalOT MCKaoyeHusi. Tak u Tearp. Bo Bpemena
CBATBIX OTell OblIM JeficTBa M Mrpuila 6ecoBCKHe, M OHH
HX OCYAWIH, YTO BMOJHe NpaBHbHO. Ho BbICOKMe TBOpeHHs
Ayxa yeJoOBeYyeCKOro, — TBOPEHHSI MCKYCCTBa, — MNpeKpac-
Hbl U MOYYHTEJbHBI.

CMOTpHT Ha MeHs, YeTKH mepebupaer.

— A He 61aroyrofHo i1 BaM NPHUCKATb ApPYyroil mpu-
XOA?

— Tlouemy, Braabika?

— TloToMy 4TO He BCe CMOTPSAT Ha BellW BaLIUMH
ri1a3samu, ¥ cCo0Ma3HAIOTCA. A Tak Kak CBOGOJHBIX BaKaHCHMH
HeT, nomeHsifiTecb ¢ KeM-HUOYAb B TyLIH ye3Ja.

— A Kak janeko, BJajblKa?

— Tak BepcT 3a nosaropacra.

BaarocjoBua u yue.

CrnopuTb He CTaHellb, Ja K TOMYy e, eCiM Gbl OH
noTpe6oBas oGeLlaHusi He GbIBaTb B TeaTpe, s1 TAKOBOrO MO
coBeCTH He Mor Gbl gaTtb. OT cBoeit AymM OTKasaThCsi?
IllyTkn, mamenbka! Crano GbiTh, yxoauTb Hamo. «Hars-
HYT JyK — He cToil nepen ctpenow»! Ho 3To MeHs Toab-
KO BOOJYLIEBWJIO, TNOSIBUNACh Yy MeHsi MeuTal

OH caenan Beceablt KecT.

— Bcex nepexutpio! 3aesy B riaywb no cjJOBy Bia-
AblkuHy... Haponnbit Jlom 3aBepy! Temepb Ha HHX MoAa.
KpecTbsin yroBopio, 3eMCTBO MOACOGHT...

— Tyt no coceactsy, B lllaBesnoBe, ecTb

— Hapoanbit Tom?

— Xopo-owuit.

— Tpaxuy B lllaBenoBo! Co6na3Hio mona MeHSAThCS.

— OHn-To coraacutca.
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— UYynecno. Cocean 6yaem. Pagocts Benns! Bac-ro,
BHXY, He COONa3HUTb...

— Jla Het, — onycTua 6aTiollKa raasa, — 31eChb’ X0-
polio, B TIJyLIH-TO...

— «[lo3sust ectb Bor B cBATHIX MeyTax 3eMiu», —
a Bbl no3T! ¥ MeHs rsa3 30pKkuil, s 3TO cpa3y yBHAaJ.
Jpysbsimu Gynem, koJera!

— Ho nouemy xe BaM, co6cTBeHHO... Hapoaubiii Jom?

O. INaBen BCKMHYJ PYKH Haj, roJIOBOi.

— Teatp ycrpowo! Kakoit ke Hapoxubiit Jom Ges
CUeHbl. A ce 3aKOHOMEpPHO, He MOATOYHMIIbCA. M3 Myxuu-
KOB aKTEPHKH HANAyTCSl, OHHM JIIOAM TaJAHT/MBbIE W elle
HETPOHYTbIE, a $I3bIK HCKYCCTBAa BCEM TNOHATEH W NpHBJe-
KaTeJeH... BocrnuTaem!

OH npofO/MKHTENbHO U TPOMKO 3acMesliCs.
— Ta-a-Kyi0 aHTHUMOHHIO pa3Beary-y!
Bapyr HexHo mpuxkan k ceGe AeBOYKY.

— Tlpuegelb YTO JM KO MHe B rOCTH, KOpOJeBHa?

OHa NocMOTpeJa Ha Hero Cepbe3HbIMH IJ1a3KaMH U 10-
BEpPUYMBO MOJIOXKHIA FOJIOBKY Ha IJeyo.

OH 3BepcKM 3a)XKeBaj YEJIOCTAMH.

— 3x-X... Tak Gbl A yBe3 Teb6si ¢ coGoill 3Haewn?
[ToxcraBb yxo. 51 pacckaxy Tebe ckasouky. 51 counHun ee
OJIHOM MaJIeHbKOH, MaJieHbKO JeBOuYKe, KOTOPYIO OuYeHb
JIOGHIIL...

Y meHsa BomuweGHbI# 3aMOK
HaBepxy ropmn cToOuT.

B Hem uyaec MoJHH najsaTH,
Kpnilia 3010TOM FOpHT.
Xouews? Benoro measeas

1 B JMBpelo Hapsixy,

Yro 6 cayxun tebe, — Tebs xe
B TpoH xpycTambHH#t ycaxy.
Xouews? Kykoaku cmewnnie
.CTanyT TaHUM TaHLEBATh,

A wrpymku saBojHHE

W pe3BuTbCH H CKaKaTh?
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Crapnift BOPOH 3HaeT CKa3KH...
He cockyunmcs BaBoeM —
1, KopoJab, Thl, KOpPOJEBHA, —
B napcTBe CKasOYHOM MOEM.

Huna 3axsonana nagouikamu.

— Ka-ak xopomo-o!

OH 3arssabiBal B ee 3aropeBlUHecs IVIa3KH.

— U Te6s Gyay o4eHb JIOGHTbD... XOYellb?

OHa MOM4a MPOTSAHyJa CBOM PYHYKH MO MJieYaM €ro H
o6HsIa.

...Bckope OH CcHOBa 3ane3 B CBOH NJMHHBIA Tyayn K
HaxJ06y4yuJ MOXHATYIO 1IanKy.

— Jlo cBuaaubg, Kojera. Maryuike HU3KHMA MOKJIOH
Hiowa, Hunwoma...

YeTa AyXOBHbIX CHslA.

— XKenaem BaM ycnexa... BOT paibl-To 6yaem, ecau
M0 COCeACTBY YCTPOHTECH!

YceBlIMCb B BO30K, OH elle pa3 nomMaxajl pyKaBOM
CTOsBLIEMY Ha KpbLiblle G6aTIOLIKE M TMOKHBaJd MOXHATOM
wanko# oxHaM. CKBO3b CTeKJO Y/AbI6aOCh €My HETCKOe
JHYMKO M KpOlIeYHas py4yKa MNPHUBETIMBO MeJbKajla Hal
rojoBkoii. Kak MeaBelab, OH mpopeBes M3 BO3Ka.

— Ip-p-puseT, Koanera!

Bosok TpoHyacs M ckpbuica 3a yraoM. M yx koso-
KOJbYHKM JABHO CMOJIKJIHM, a GaTiolika BCE elle CTOAA Ha
KPbUIblle M YEMY-TO 3aLyM4YHBO YJbIGaJCH...
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Hax crembio onmycTuaach HOub — Takas TeMHasi, YTO
3Be3lbl Ha YepHOM Hele KasaJucb Jamnagamu. BanoGkw,
KypraHel, CTenHble 6aJKH — BCE& OKyTajla Mria, — THXas,
COHHasi: B Heil 3ByKH KOHCKOI'O TOMOTA OT3bIBAIMCH JaseKo.

3To 6bl1a GelleHasi CKayka.

Konu yHocuauch BuxpeM, ¢blpkas M Xpans OT HaTy-
TH, TapaHTac Mpbiraj, Kpuyal, Ape6e3xan BceMH raifikamu
M CIHLAMH.

Ho cepoky Gbuio mano Takoro Gera.

COI‘HYBLI]HCB B TapaHTace, TOYHO BbLICMATPHBAR H3-
NnoA PYKH HEBHIHMYIO JaJib, OH CO CBHCTOM ONMyCKa/l AJHH-
HBIH KHYT Ha JiomlauHbl€ CIHHDI.

Ber koHeii npeBpallajics B BUXpeBOH MoJeT: Ka3aaocCh,
— He KAacaloTCsl OHH 3eMJIH HOTraMM, a JIETAT, paccekas
BO3JyX, TO MPOBaAMBasiCb B 6ajJKH M OBparu, Kyaa yBoauiIa
JOpora, CKakajli TaM No KOYKOBAaTOMY AHYy BbicoXlue#t peu-
KH, — TO BHOBb BbIETasi Ha CTemHOH MpocTop.

— Cron!

ITOT THXHi1 BO3riac Gbl1 XOPOIIO 3HAKOM KOHSM.

OHM MrHOBEHHO OCTaHaBJIMBAJHUCh.

3amupanu.

Ce0K NMPHCYLIMBAJICH, BHMMATEJIbHO M MOJYAJIHMBO, K
HOYHOH THIIHHE.

Crenb cnana.

BpemeHamn G6eCluyMHO BCNbIXHBaJM Ha TOPH30HTaX
3apHuubl. I'pyAb CTenM THXO W POBHO AbILIaJa apOMaTaMH
TpaB. Ho ckBO3b 3TO AbiXxaHHWe ABCTBEHHO LOHOCHJCS H3Aa-
JieKa CTYK MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX JIOWAAHHbIX KONbIT. C Kax a0o#
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OCTaHOBKO# CelOK Cibllian ero Gamxe M 6amxe. OH Ha-

ABHraJiCsi MeJJIeHHO, HO HeyMOJMMO, KaK POK, Kak Cyab0a,

KaK OMacHOCTb, OT KOTOPOH BeeT AbIXaHHEM CMEpTH.
Torxa BHOBb CO CBHCTOM B3JbIMaJCSi B BO3LyXe KHYT.
— BuiHocuTe! J-3#i... ApyxKu!

BocTok pasropaincs.

BoT TouHo kocTep Tam BcnmbixHysd. Bor B3owsa 6ar-
poBasi M Gosbliasi JyHa. B cTenu ctano cetsio. B3no6Gku u
Kyprabl, 6pocasi YepHble T€HH, 0003HaYMAHCb SICHO M MEX
HUX JO0pora BWJAChb, KaK JIEHTa.

Cexox orasHyscs.

YepHble TeHH BCaAHHKOB BHJHBbI BJaJjieKe.

He u3 cTtanu /M BBUIMTBI MX KOHM?

He otcraioT, npu6auxaloTCs, HaroHsIOT.

OH yxe MOr NpUOGIMSHTENbHO ONPEAENHTb MX YHCIO:
ABEHaAUATb WIH TpHHaAUATb. DesHaieXHbIM H YHbLIbIM
B3rJISAOM OKHMHYJ OH CTeMb.

— Cnacenus Het!

PoBHas, kak ckaTepTb, cTemb yberana B HOYHble rO-
PH30HTBI U TOJAbKO KypraHbl TaM M CSIM Ha HeH CTOSUIM, KakK
MosyanuBble cTpaxd. Ho 3a HMX He crpsiyelibCsi, OHM He
3aMTAT: OHW Oe3ydyacTHbI K ApYy3bsim M Bparam. [la u
eCTb JM B CTeNM TaKasg HOpa Mau 6anka, rie Gbl MOXHO
ObLIO CXOPOHMTBCH, TAe Obl C THKOM H CBHCTOM He HaCTHr-
Ja NOrOHS.

CrpawHbiit 1 pokoBo#t yac Hacraert!

Ho, cTuchys 3y6bl, OH peluua He CAaBaThbCi AO MO-
caelHell MMHYTbI, 6yATO HajedChb elle B rayOuHe AyLIM HA
HEBO3MOXHOE: HCUE3HYTb C IJ1a3 NMOrOHH, MPUTAUTLCA, MPO-
NyCTUTbL ee, OOMaHYyTb JIOXKHBIM CJIEJOM.

IMpuBcTan, ocvinan Jowaged rpagoMm yAapos.

Hanpacho!

B3aMblieHHble KOHM 3aAbIXaJIUCh.

198



Yxke cTan cnoThiKaTbCs KOPEHHHK.

Bsn3ka MHMHyTa, KOrja MM H3MEHAT CW/Ibl U OHH OT-
JajiyT ero BO BJaCTb ero CyAbObl.

OH OTuYasiHHBIM B3IJISAOM OCMOTPEJCS.

Ecau 6 Gbiia BOAM3M NMpomacTb, OH, He 3aAyMbIBasCh,
puHyacs GObl B riyGuHy ee, Gosee AoBepas CHaCTAMBOM
cayyaiiHocTH, cnacawoomeil XpabpbixX, 4eM NpeciepyiOLHX.
B 3ToT TOp:KeECTBEeHHbI MOMEHT CBOe# XKH3HH OH BHESAINHO
M Kak-TO Bpa3 BCNOMHMJ mnpouwioe, GYATO C BbICOTHI
B3rJsiHY/l Ha Hero.. M He MOYyBCTBOBal packashua. Ha-
NpoTHB, — B JAyllle 3aKHneja HeNnpHMHpHMas 3/1006a.

3

BHe3anHo nepes HuM GiecHyna cepe6pucTas riaib
pexH. TauHCTBeHHOM CKa3Koi 3a3Byyal ee MeJOAHYHbIHA po-
KOT B KpyThIX Geperax, Ha Jy4YHCTbIX MepeKaTax.

Y auBuacs.

OH ayman, 4TO peka elle Aajeko; — a OHa Tak 6au3-
KO... KaK Xe OH myan!

INocnenHuit mWaHC K cnaceHbio...

Cxopeit, Tyra... B rayOuHy... HA Ty CTOPOHY, T'Ae Isi-
JAHT 4YepHOH CTEHOIo JecC.

JTO caMas 3anylleHHas yalua.

On 3Haer ee.

Jluwb G6bl p06paThbCsi A0 OMYIIKH, GPOCHTbL KOHei,
CKOJIb3HYTb B TYCTYyI0 3apocib. Tam He HallgeT ero Hu-
KaKas moroHs: 6ypesOM He JAaCT M 1Iary CTYMHTb KOHSM:
A norom oH yiineT, HaBcerja yiieT M3 3THX MPOKJATHIX
mecT!

30pKO MpPUCMOTpeJCs.

Tyaa, rae kpyToi Geper Liea CKaTOM, HanpaBH/] KO-
Heil M cTan XJecTaTb MX M YJIONIOKATb, YTOObl 3aCTaBHTh
6pOCHTBbCS B BOLY.

— Be3na-a-n0B... cT0-0it!.. — n0OHeccs BCaeA AeCATOK
roJIocoB.
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Ho B036yxJaemble yaapamMh KOHM yxKe NTHUAMH KH-
HyJuCb no KpyToMy cmycky. TapaHrac 3anpeirai, 3asep-
TeJCH W, BMECTe C KOMbSIMM OTOpBaBLIEHCS 3eMJH, C lIYy-
MOM H TJECKOM Bpe3ajiCi B CBETJYIO IMafb.

— DBesna-a-anos...

B 3aroHyBlIeM TapaHTace OH BCTajl BO BeCb BBICOKHi
pOCT H, He CnycKasi ropsliuX rjaa3 ¢ CnacHTeJbHOH 4aulH,
MOHYKaJl KOHe#l TO JlaCKaTe/JIbHbIMH, TO THEBHBIMM CJIOBa-
MH. Bokpyr Boaa kunena cepe6pHCTBIM KHMEHLEM: THICSUH
HCKp, G/eCTSIIHUX H OCTPbIX, BCNILIXHBAJIU U T'aCliH C MeJo-
JAHYHBbIM 3BOHOM. TOYHO pyCasiKu HBIPAAM B rayOuHe GeJbi-
MM TeJlaMHM H BJaJM Ha nepekaTax B JYHHOM CBeTe BbIMJbl-
BaJli CKa3ouyHble TEHH.

KopeHHuk ctan 3axneGbIBaThCA U MOrPyXKaThCs C ro-
JI0BOIO.

BesnanoB nocneuHo BbIHYJA HOX, CTYNMHJA Ha Orjao6/io
H, JNOTAHYBUWHCb A0 CNMHBI JIOWIAAHW, Mepepe3an uyepesce-
AeJbHHUK.

Jlowaab uipkHYaa U momibl1a CBOGOAHO.

Bor yxe Geper Hepaneko.

TapanTac KocHyJacs AHa.

B 3ToT MOMeHT no3aau To4yHo oGpywmics Geper.

BesnanoB o6epHyJcs.

YepHble TOYKH MJIBLUIH 32 HUM no cepebpy peku. OauH
3a JApyrMM najaiM B BOAY C KpyToro Gepera BCaJiHHMKH.
ToAbKO OAMH OCTaHOBHJICS Ha CaMoit kpyue, OGIHThLIN JyH-
HBIM CBETOM.

[puBcTan Ha cepJe.

TMpuaoxua K niedy BHHTOBKY.

— Croit!!..

YaKe MOKpbIe JIOWAJHHbIe CMIMHBI MOKA3aJHCh M3 BOJBL.
Yxe Komeca ¢ wymoMm 60opo3asT Boay mo oTmead. Ewe
OJIHO MOC/IefHee yCHJIHe, MHUHYTa CKayKM MO MecyaHoi Ko-
Ce, H TeMHasl Yalla yKpoeT ero, crnaceT B CBOUX ApPeMYyYHX
HeApax, rjie 3HaKOMbl €My BCe 3BepHHbIe TPOMbI, BCe HOPbI
H HempoXOAHMble YIJbl.
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OH GewleHO CBHMLIET, KPHYHT, YJIOJNIOKaeT Ha o6esy-
MeBLIMX KOHef.

...BcnbixHyna moanus.

Jlaneko mo peuHoil raaiW, Mo cTemu W Jecy npoGe-
XKaJl TPeCKy4uil 3ByK BBICTpeJa.

Kopennuk ynas.

BesnanoB Gpocun BO3xH H, CTOS B TapaHTace, obep-
HYJCSl U BBIMPSAMHICS.

Knan.

BcagHuku, OAMH MO OXHOMY, HaCTHI/IM €ro, OKPYKHIH
KOJIbLIOM, C BUHTOBKaMM HaroToBe, CMOKO#Hbie, PEIHTENb-
Hble.

4

Mecsu, cuan nonHbiM 6JeCKoOM.

Urpan, — To4yHO Kynasicb, — B peKe Cepe6pHCTBbIMH
nepeJMBaMM, CIylWlal CKa3KM Ha IWIYMSILUX nepekarax. 3a-
JLYMUYHBO OCBelllaJl CypOBbIe JIMLa Ka3aKoB.

310 Bcé OblM 3HaKOMble BesnasoBy Juua.

Bot GopozaTblit U pblxHil, C HaCyNIeHHLIMH GPOBSMH
IIunos, koraa-to GeiBliKit aTraMmaHoM. OH, OuYeBUIHO, Npej-
BOAMTeNbCTBYeT. BoT yrpoxaiomee sauuno MopeBa, koTo-
pomy oH, BesnanoB, He Majo NMPUYMHUI HenmpHUATHOCTeH. A
BoT Baxapes. BoT cyxoi#i u Tonkuit Jposa. Bor Heykmo-
*uii M depHbiii BopoH, cambiii HenpumMpHMBI ero Bpar.
Bce onn 3nech, KOMy OH NMpPUYMHUA JIOTYIO Gely, BCe OHH
CrOBOPHJIHCb MOTYOHTb €ro W pa3soM OTIVIATHTb 3a BCE.

Be3naioB noxsu:

— Toru6!

CMmepTb CMOTpesa B riasa emy.

OH TBepaO 3HaJ, YTO He BCTPETHUT MOLLALbL

TouHo B mocielHeit HajexJe yBHAETb 3alIUTy, 06Bea
OH IJ1a3aMH MYTHOe He6O, TYMAaHHYIO CTeNb, HEMYIO OMyll-
Ky Jeca.

U 6bina peka, kak cepe6pucTas Jopora K CMepTH.
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A Mecsi, — cBeTJas Ablpa B Ge3rpaHHble MPOCTpPaH-
ctBa. BeananoBy nokasanoch, 4To OH ceif4ac HbIpHET TyAa
M MOHECeTCs B HeBejOMble Ge3JHbI.

I'pyap 3actaano nmpeacMepTHOH TOCKOR M B roJoBe
SIPKO BCTaJM 3J00HbIE M OTYasiHHble MBICJH.

OH yrpiomMbiM B3risiomM o6BeJ npeciaesoBaTeneif U Cka-
3ai:

— Hy? Yro Bam oT MeHs Hapo?

— A 3auem y6eran? Crano-6biTb, — 3Haelllb...

3Ty cnoBa THXO mpousHec llluios.

A Bopou 310 3akpuyan:

— Mouucs, auxogeit... TBoit yac Hacrtan!

— bBesnanoB! — nonpexHemy THxo 3aroopua Llu-
J0B: — KPaCHOSIpCKOe OOLLeCTBO YCTal0 CHOCHTb TBOE
anoaeidcTBo. BcnomHu BCE 3710, KOTOpOE MPHYMHHMI Thl Ha-
wemy obwectBy. Ilokafics B 3TOT mocieinuii 4ac TBoeit
wusuu. Vicnpocu y Bora mpouensps...

Iomonyan.

— Thbl He Bbliffelwlb XXUBbIM M3 Halllero Kpyra.

5

BeananoB auKko M 3710 3aKpuuai:

— Mmne He B uyem nepes BaMHu KasaTbcsi! Bbl MHe He
cyabu!

LLIunoB yrpioMo HaxmypHJCs.

— Moaucs! — TBepAO NMOBTOPHA OH, — He TpaThb
Bpema. U nyctb Bor Tebs npocTuT, Kak Mbl Te6Gs mpo-
11aeM.

— TlpoweHbe?!

Be3nanoB fipocTHO MJIOHYI.

— Bor MHe... Bawe npoweHbe! Bam uto? Y6uth meHs
Hago? Bot a! Y6usait! Ho aymy He TpaBu noajbiMu cjio-
BaMH.

Kasaku B3BOJIHOBaJIHUCH.

M xoHM nOJ HHMHM 3aTaHLOBaJH B CBeTJOH BOje.
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— EcTtb M y Te6s aywma-To, pa36oiiHHK! — 3/10 KpHK-
Hyn Bopon.

Jpo3a rposun emy:

— ¥ nca ectb Aywa, a y Te6s Her!

— Jluxozeii!

— Toacranuup o6e3nonnn!

— Tebs 0611ecTBO OCYAHJO... NPUTOBOPHIIO.

Kpuuamm lunosy:

— TIletp Bacuauu! Pacnopsiauce...

— Kak Beneno!

— Yto ¢ HUM BpeMsi TpaTHTh!

— OH 3a c0Ba XOYeT CNPSATATHCA...

Besnanos 06Bes MX ropAbIM Br/SAOM.

— $1 He npsiuyck. U GopoTbcst ¢ Bamu He xouy! Bor
y MeHsl HOX... BOT PeBOJbBep.

BbixBaTun u3-3a mosica HOX, peBoJbBep, H Gpocua MX

nepej KasakaMd B BOAY K JIOIIAAHMHbIM HOraM.

— 51 He 3awmmaiocb! Bbl MeHs aaBHO y6wmm... Jo-
KaHuuBaiTe!

CTpacTHO KHHYJA HM:

— Ho nycTb kpoBb Mos 3aaywuTt Bac! [lyctb 3axse6-
HYTCSl B Hedl Baluu JeTH!

6

— bBesnanos!.. — crtporo kpukuya llIuaoB, — Ha-
npacHo ockop6asielr Hac. Hampacho Tepsiemb Bpems, Ay-
Masi o6MaHyTb. Thl nomsiHya npo cyA. Ka6bl 6bliu npoTHB
Te6Gst yJMKHM, Mbl Obl He B3SJIM Ha CBOIO Aywy rpexa. Thl
3Haewb MeHs. 1 cTapblit yesoBek, B 60six GhIBaJ, JHLOM K
auuy cmepTbh Buaen. U He Tepruo Henpasabl. He mowen
6bl 1 Ha Takoe AeJ0, eCau Obl ero CrnpaBejJMBbIM He CYH-
tan. He mano Tbl cupor o6esponun, Besnanos! He mano
Hapoly Ha Te6Gs muiadercs. H-Hy.. cam 3Haellb... Wea Mo-
JoJLel, Ha yRajJbig Aesla, — U OTBeTy He Goiics.
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— YMpH Kasak cO caaBoil! — MpauyHO paccmesacs
BopoH.

— W He BMHM Hac B KpoBHu cBoeft. IlpusHait Hawy
npasay. ITo cosectu! Beapb ceituac Thi 10 Bora mno#inewn.
WUnn Thl Aymaelllb, KOJAH HeT Ha TeOf SIBHBIX YJIHK, TO H

npaB Tbl, — OTNEPETbCS MOXKellb...
— He Tpatb nycThix caos, [lerp Bacuauu! — yrpiomo
H TBepao ckasan Besnanos. — Kosu y6usaTtbh BeneHo, —

y6uBait! CmepTH 2 He 6010Cb; a CJIOB BalIMX NMPO NpaBAy Aa
Npo COBeCTb H BOBCE He MCMYyralcb. YX KOJIH AO CJOB
Aeno JoiAeT... CMOTPH, KaKk Obl y TeOs CaMoro riasa CThi-
JOM He 3actJao!

— Jla 4TO OH TYT paccKasbiBaeT! — 3aBOJIHOBAJHCb
Ka3akH.

— Kaxoi#t npaBeannk! — 3sacmesiica Jpo3sxn.

— MH3BecTHO, He nofiMaHHbIf — He BOp, — OTO BCero
otonpercs!

— He ornupatocy 51! — 37106H0 kpukHya Besnanos.

B cBere Mecsilla OH CTOS nepej HUMHU C BBICOKO MOJA-
HATOH roJoBoOIO.

— He ornupaeuscsi? — noaxsatua Bopon, — crano
ObiTb, Tl H €CTb Halll pa3OpHTeEJb?

Besnanos TpsixHys rosoBoii:

— A

— Bop! MNoaxurarenn!

— sl

— Konokpan!

— s

OH 3/bIM B3rASAOM BNHJICHA B Juuo Bopowa.

— Bam cosHanua moero Hapo?! H-ny... a! Tsi, Bo-
POH, Ha KOro jymasn, Koraa y Te6si ceHo cnaiuau... Xa-xa!
BoszoB ¢ corthio 6buo? Xa-xa!! Ha CaBeabky apyman?
OcraBb... 1 cxer!!

— Tlec! — B3maxHyn pykamu Bopos.

— A mowu Boabl? — ckasan Jlpo3a, — CTano-GbiTh...

— ¥ ropoACKMX KynuoB B KHIUKAX CNpalliuBaii.

U on onsite TouHo 6pocan MM B JIHLO CBOH CMexX.
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— Xa-xa! OanH K OXHOMY BOJIBI-TO... 1ecTb nap! Io-
Au Kanko 6buto! Xa-xal

Bapyr o6aan uX BbI3bIBAaIOLMM MJIaMEHEM B3rasAa:

— Jla uyro Tam ToskoBaThb! Y aramana MukyauHa
I0M... 1 cxer! A! Bol u He sHaau?! Jlomane# csen y Ka-
paynoBa... ! ¥ Te6q, Mopes... 1! ¥ o6be3nuuka Iepacu-
Ma... Tol TyT xe, Iepacum? f! ¥V Te6s, Baxapes, xepeGew
B KHpPruscko# crenu ryasier. Tol Toxe Ha CaBeabky ay-
man?! Bpoce! 1! S aBamnathL nath.. Xa-xa! Cambix ayuy-
KX Jowaned U3 cTaHuubl cBea. Xa-xal

TouHO BbI30B CMepTH 6pocal OH MM CMeX CBOH, —
37104 ¥ HepBHbIN:

— Xa-xa!

3anpbirain KOHH OT HAaTSAHYTbIX MOBOAMA.

— Jluxozeit!

EMy rposunn cxarble Ky/naku.

— Bort oH... BOT! A ellle AeTAM HalIMM CBOell KPOBBIO
rposur!

BecnomasHoe CMOTpeNO Ha HEro W3 rHeBHBIX JIMLL,

— Tlynn xanko Ha Hero!

— Ha ocuny ero B3gepHyTb!

— Bop!

11In10B pe3ko KpHKHYJI:

— MoauaTs!

U o6paTunca k Besnanosy:

— Crano-6biTh... 1 Mol napy... I'negoro c Ilerum...
MOXOJAHBIX MOHX...

— Tlerp Bacunuy, — TBepao ckasan BesnanoB, —
nycTb 6bl PyKH MOW OTCOXJIM, KaGbl i MPUTPOHYJCS TOJBKO
K TBOHUM JOWaAsAM... Ins Te6S M roBopio TOJNbKO, a ITHM
noajenam st 6bl CIOBa He ckasad!

7
W BApYr OH KPHMKHYJ AMKO M XDHILIO.

— bByabte npoknsTel Bbl! Bor BaM Moe 3aBemanue!
Bamum jxeHaM, BallMM J€TSIM... BCEMY BallleMy NOraHOMY
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orpoabio! Ilepen auuom He6a u 3eman 1, besnanos, npo-
KJHMHalo Bac!

U BbixoaKa ero Gbl1a TaK HEOXHMJAHHA, YTO Ka3akH
MOJTYAJIH.

— TMoaneus!! — zakpuyan oH, — 4ero X Bbl xjeTe?

OcTtaHoBu/ ropsiwmit Barasy Ha 6aeaHom auie lnmno-
Ba, CMOTpeBIUero Ha Hero riy6OKMM M TEeMHBbIM B3IJISLOM.

— Pacnopsixaiicsi... Tei! Beab Thl MO COBeCTH Jiio-
6uwb? Y6uBaii! Beab Thi mpaB! Beiab o6uiecTBO npukasa-
Jo! A 3alMIIATLCA MHe HeuyeM... Kpome CJOB. Jla H He xo-
4y si. A BrpoueM... yx moctoii! ¥ MHe Bc€ paBHO. Sl Bam
npasay B 6eCCThblAHbIE IJ1a3a Gpouly... MO0 NMPeACMEpPTHYIO!
YTo6bl xHMAa OHA C BaMM IO KOHIA JIHell BalIHX M H3xXKe-
Bajla AylIM BallH OCTPbIMH 3yGamu. S auxopeit? S cupot
6e3gomo? U Bbl cyauTh MeHsi B3gymanu? Bac cyautb Hano!
He mens! Bac Hago co6akamu TpaBHTb, Ha OCHHax Be-
IIaTh, U3 MOraHbIX pyxel CTpeJsiTh, a MOTOM MO OBparam
6pocaTh, Kak Majajib NMOraHyio, 4To6bl CBMHbY PBaJM BacC M
KHLIKK Balllk MO MOJSM pacTacKusaiu!

Boza 3abypauina noj JOWAAMHBIMH HOFaMHM B OTHEH-
HbIX Benblkax. M wym rosocoB moGexas no nepekaram.

— Tlerp Bacuanu! Pacnopsiaucs!

— Jlo kakux nop Bop Oockop6JasiTb Hac GyAeT.

Ho LLui0B XMypbiM B3rJISiAOM OCTAHOBHJ UX KPHKH H
o6epHysca k Besnanosy.

— ToBopwu, besnanos.

— He HpaButca? — Gpocua ropbkyio ycmeuky bes-
najoB B JIMlIia Ka3akaM, — He XOoTHTe ciaywartb? Hy, Geit
mensi. A s Bcé kpuyath 6yay! 51 mewan Bam, Korga Ha
Mneke xun? Y Bac nanbl uenkue... goctaad Mmens! Mos
cyapb6a Tam Oblia.. cdactbe moe! HeBecta Tam Obuia y
MmeHs... Jlykepbsi... Xa-xa! Iloau 3HaeTe Takylo... aTaMaH-
wy HoHewHowo! Ixe Bamwa npaBaa 6bl1a, KOrja Bbl MeHs B
cTenb Ha cayx0y yrHanu? Passe mHe 6buio maTu? Passe
6bl1 ouepeaHoit 21?! Tol, llerp Bacuany, Toraa Ha cayxGe
6bl1, B AXTioO€, He 3Haellb, KaK TBOH OOLIECTBEHHHKH MOIO
Aylly B Beipe BOAKH yTOMHWIH...
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— IlpaBaa 3T0, cTapuku? — xmypo BarasHya [lunos.

Mounyanu.

— Pacnopsixenne HayaabCcTBa, — npokapkar Bopow.
A Jpo3n no6aBun:

— Crano-6biTb, aTaMaH...

— AramaH! — ropbko paccmesiics Besnano. — A
rie Xe Balla COBeCTb B TO BpeMsi aTamaHcTBoBana? Cra-
J0-6bITh, B TOM COBECTb Kasaubsl, YTOObI MO NpHKa3y aTa-
MaHa GefHSIKa TOMWTb, He PacCyxjias, a MOTOM AYLIy ero
MOMSIHYTh CJaAKOM YapKol M3 pyK aTaMaHCKux? O, Bbl,
ctaHuyHukn! OTLBl KOMaHAMPLL.. AyWHK mpojaxkble! 5 u3
CTeNH HHUIIMM YOPTOM BepHYJICSl, a BCEro-To M He 3Hal. Ha
3emsie Moeil cHiena aTamaHckas poiHs! Mos xara Obuia
3a JOJrH NpojaHa W Ha GaHIO aTaMaHy AOCTajacb. A He-
BeCcTa Mos... xa-xa! AramaHuwe#t crana!

8

M3 rna3 ero MeTHy/n0Ch THeBHOe MJaMs.

— 51 mobua ee... nyue XHU3HU... YyepTH!!

3106H0 3acMmescs.

— Taxk BOT 3auem MeHs B cayxG6y 6Ge3 3aKkOHy caaTb
noHano6uaocb! ATaMaHy MOSi CYXeHasi NMpHUrasiHyaacb. A
Bbl 3Haau npo to! Bul 3Hanu npo Tto! KTo cBatom 6bln OT
atamaHa? MopeB Crenan! Krto apyxkamu O6bun? Thi,
Hposx, T, BaxapeB! A, s Bac Bcex 3Halo, KTO NpojaBal
MeHsl, KTO NPUrosop o6 yroHe BHe ouepelu Ha CayxOy nu-
cajl, — KTO NMOCTaHOBJISA H36y MOIO NPOAATb U 3eMJI0 OTO-
OpaTb... Bbl 3a Beipo MeHst mpojaniy,. a MOTOM Ha CBajb-
Oe MMpOBaJM... MECHH TNeJM 32 YNOKo# Aywin Moeil, koraa s
¢ capramu 6uics... Tak nojaiite x otuer MHe! § aTamaHa
M3 roja B roj pasopsi... i yOUTb ero xorels... Aa JIykepbio
XKanko crajo!

M c ropbkuM CTOHOM OH MaxHyJ PYyKOH.

— 3x... Jlykepbs!

— IlpaBaa 3To0, cCTapuKku? — Haxmypuics LlIunos.
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Moanyanu.

A BesnanoB BROXHOBJSUICS COGCTBEHHHIMH T'OPbKHMH
C/IOBaMH.

OH TOYHO 3arAsiHy/l B KHHTY XXH3HM CBOeH, YHTal TaM
CTpaHMLy 3a CTpaHuLe U CTPacTHOe HerojoBaHHe CBoe 00-
JieKaJl B MblJKHe CJIOBa.

— Hy, BbL... kpyr ka3auuit! OTBeyait MHe!

M3 noacyanmoro cTaHoBHICH CyAbeit.

— O, Bbl... CTAaHMYHHMKH... OTLUbl KOMaHAaupbi! Jywn
npoaaxHsie! Cyautb MeHs B3gymann? Pa3s6oiHukH, npena-
Tenu, Bophl! §1 cTenb npouaran ¢ OKassHHBIMM AyMaMmu. 51 Ha
BaC 3J10e YMBbIJIS B JKyHrasix, Ha Coip-Jlapbe, B KaMbl-
Wax... B CpaxeHuH, B 6010 BCE 0 Bac, 6paTiibl MOH MHJbIE,
BCMOMMHAJL... GrarojeTesn Mou... npokasTole! B I'eok Tene
B J1a3apeTe, B TH(e Baasiacs — Bcé o Bac 6peana. S peny-
Tbl B30pPBaJ... H KPeCT MOJYYHJ... H HajJ TeM KPeCTOM mJa-
Kajl, 4TO MeHs He B3opBasio! 51 Ha capToB B Camylo ceyy
JOMascs, 4TO6bI MyJas yJaoxuaa meHsd. Jla uyxue nyau Ge-
peryii, 4ToGbl OT CBOeit i 6yiHY rOJIOBY CJIOXHI... OT PYKH
MOHX OpaTLeB MHWJbIX... 6aarogereneil... UToGbl jo6uan Bbi
meHs. Hy, 4To XK... urpa ceirpaHa, KapThl GpOLIEHBL... KOH-
yaiite!

OH cHSi1 KapTys, AaJeKO OTIUBBIPHYJ €ro Ha CBETJAYIO
BOJLY M TPSXHYJ FOJIOBOH.

— O#, Bbl... ctannunuku! Bot a! JloOusaiite!

9

Mecsi, — spkuil, xpyrabifl, — TOYHO CMesJICH.

Ero ynbi6ka cepebpunach B Boje, a 4YepHblii 6op, 3a-
JAYMYHMBBIA M XMYpBIif, — TOYHO CJAyLIaJ CMYTHYIO CKasKy
pekn. Ckaska 1ejsecTesa B KaMbillaX, BCIVIbIBAJAa Hajk
CTeNbi0 THICAYLIO LIOMOTOB, W3 OMYTOB MOAHMMAJa roJIOBY
C KpYIJbIMH CBeT/IbIMM raasamH. TauMHCTBeHHas, — 3a-
CTaBJs/a KOHel CTOATb, KaK BKOMAaHHbIMH, C TEHSIMH, OMpPO-
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KHHYTBIMH B BOJIHBI, M 3arfsibiBalla C HeXXHbIM CMEXOM B
noG/eHeBIINE H CMYLIEHHbIE JHLA.

11Inn0B kpenko Haxan yaunaa.

KoHb ero nmoytH BCTan Ha AbiGbl, POHSAS C KOMHIT Ce-
peGpsiHble KamJu.

— Hasan!!

U sToT GeweHslit KpMK CNOKOHHOr0O yesoBeKa OblI TaK
BJACTeH, YTO Ka3aKH, KaK 3a4apoBaHHble, MOBEPHYJH KO-
Heii. TeMHbIMM NMATHaMH nabliM 3a LunoBeiM B cepeGpu-
CTOM MOXKape MJIEILYIUHX BOJH, KaK CKasouHoe CTajo 4y-
JOBHIL, TaUHCTBEHHON T/IyOGMHBI.

B Tenn kpyToro 6epera 0CTaHOBHJIHCh.

OGepHyauCh.

Cpeay cepe6psiHO#t r1afM Ha TEMHOM NSATHe TapaHTaca
BCcé ewe cross Be3nanos, — 3acThiBLIMKi, MOpaxeHHbIH, BCE
ele B TOH e BbI3blBaiolled nose.

B BnaxHom Bo3ayxe BCmibll roqoc Ilunosa:

— DBesnanos... npoctu!

Kak Tenu cHa, B3GMpaIHCh OAMH 32 APYTrMM BCaJIHHUKH
no kpyTtomy Gepery, — OGPHCOBBIBaJHCh Ha CMYTHO-Mep-
naiouem ¢oxe Heba.

OGepThIBaNUCH.

Kax ckasouHblf 103yHr 6pocanu cjoBa:

— bBesnanos... npoctu!

HeoxoTHo u Bss0 npoGacun AauHHBbIY JIpo3x:

— bBe3nanos... npoctu!

Heyxmoxuit ¥ depHblit BopoH TO4uHO KapkHya:

— Besnanos... npoctu!

ToHyau B cympake, CAMBaAHMCh C HOYBIO.

A peka Ha nepekaTax BCEé 3BeHeJa TaWHCTBEHHYIO
CKa3Ky...
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Kypbriuanup! 3actaau [laxoma Ha MecTe NpecTyIICHHS.

OHH yXe JaBHO CJeAW/IM 32 HUM, Kapayauwid, HO BCE
HanpacHo, ¥ 3/106a MX Ha Hero pocia u3 roaa B roa. Ciay-
YWIOCh TaK, YTO BepHbIi momowHMKk M Apyr Ilaxoma sa
YTO-TO pacnajuics Ha Hero rHeBoM. 2Keaast BMecTe C TeM
NpeKpPaTUTb CBOE OMAacHOe 3aHATHE W NMPHMHPHTHCA C 00-
LIECTBOM, YTO BO3MOXHO ObIIO Obl TOJILKO B TOM Clyuae,
ecau Gbl OH o6e3Bpeana Ilaxoma, oH nolesa u mpexan. ero.
TeMHOA HOYbIO MYXHMKM MO OAMHOYKE 3aLBOpKamu cobpa-
JIUCb K YKa3aHHOMY MeCTY M MOJYaJMBO pacnpeieauauch no
3aKOYJIKaM KpeCTbSHCKOro JABOpa, 3a YIVIaMH TNOCTpOeEK,
NONpATAJUCh 32 COXaMH, 3a TeJeraMH M, He LIeBeJsICb, CH-
JeNMu M CTOSJIM, YYTKO NPHUCAYLIHBAsACb, C HENMPHMHPHUMON
31060it B cepAllax, C HETEPNneJIWBON Xau A0 pacmiaThl.

Crosina oceHb, yxe MOXENATEeNH JHCTbA TONoJed.

Houb apliana xo/040M; AaiekO Gbll CJAbIILEH KaxAbld
3ByK. KpecTbsincku#i aBOp 06DBAT Obl1 CHOM, M GHUryphl
NPUTaMUBLIUXCS JIOAeA Ka3aJuCb CMYTHbIMM TEHAMM Npei-
meTOoB. B6aM3n Ha 3aJBOpKax HeMpeCTaHHO CJBILIAACA TH-
XMi NJIECK M POKOT PEKH.

BuesanHo ckpunHysna jaocka 3a6opa.. M BHOBb BCE
CTHXN0. HeCKONbKO MHHYT OXHAAHHA, — M BOT NOCJbILIA-
JHUCb Kpaaylliuecs LIard, M NoKasajach BBICOKasi, HesiCHad,
KaK TeHb, ¢urypa yesoBeka. OCTOPOXKHO, HO yBEPEHHO OH
nojoweJ K JABepsAM capas, Oulynaa 3aMOK, MOBO3MJICH C
HUM, OCTOPOXHO OrJISIAEACH M, pacnaxHyB ABepb, BolleJ B
capait. TOTYaC MOCABIUAACH 3BYK, TOYHO TA€-TO UHPKAIH
CMHYKAMH, KTO-TO PEe3KO CBHCTHYJ... ABOP OCBeTHJCH ¢ho-
HapsiMHM, W TOJNAa MYXXHKOB C MOJYaJMBOH MOCMELIHOCTHIO
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KMHyaach B capait. C HOXOM B pyKax, C rOpsiliMMH rJa-
3aMH, GpPOCHJICS 4YeNOBEK HaBCTpeuyy TOJMe, YTOOBI MpPoO-
6utbcs... Ho yxe necATKM pyK CXBaTHIM €ro M Kpenko
CXaJH.

Toraa oH nepecTan CONPOTHUBASATHCS, MOHAB, YTO CrHob,
— JIHMIIb IMKO O3UPAJICS CBOUMH BbIMYKJIbIMH, HarJbIMH, KaK
6bl HalIMTBIMM KPOBbIO T[J1a3aMM Ha MYTHO OCBellEHHbIe
cBeToM ¢oHapeit 3ible, SipoCTHble Jauua. Pyku ero Gblix
TaK CKpYy4YeHbl Ha3aj, YTO BC ero BbICOKas ¢urypa coruy-
nack, Kak Obl FOTOBACH K NMPBIXKKY, W JOXMaTas KBajparT-
Hasg 6opoxa BbicTaBulach Brepef. OT KOpOTKO#H GOpbObi
py6auika ero Obla MCMOJOCOBaHA.

MyXHMKM TsXKeNO AblIaJM ¥ BNMBAJIUCL B3rJioM B
ero JMLO, HO MOJYaaH, KaKk Obl He HAaXOASl CJIOB; TOJbKO
ToacTeit Pposn npoluentans co 3Jo# PamsoOCTbIO:

— Tonancs.

Y 3a HMM Bcg TO/IMa Kak Obl LWUYMHO B3JOXHYJa.

— To-na-a-ncs...

M ToTuac, kak GblIO yCJOBJAEHO, NOTYWHUB (hoHapH, B
THIUMHE M B XXYTKOM MOJYaHHM NOBEJH €ro 3a ceso, ¥ Ha
6eper peku. B THCKax MJIOTHO CxKaBllell ero TOJMBI OH Bbl-
IIaruBajl, COrHyBUIHCb, B MOKOPHOM MOJYaHHH, HO CTpall-
HbIM HanpsixKeHHWeM BCeX CHJl He3aMeTHO MbITaJACs ocnabuTh
BepeBKH. A nepej JHLOM ero, B HeTepneauBoil 3106e u
XaxjJe MeCTH, KONUBLIEHCS rojfaMH, MeJbKalH KOJibs, naj-
KM M DYKH, KPENnKO CXaTble B KYyJaKH... M CAepKaHHbIi
3/106HBIi WOMOT AbIIAN HA Hero, Kak 6ypsa. Ho yem panbuie
OCTaBaJIOCb CeJIo, TeM HeCAepiKaHHee CTAHOBWJCH TOBOp,
nepexojs B 6eCnopsifoyHble XpHIJIbie KPUKH W HeTeprneau-
BLie Yrposbl.

— 3nogxe#t, — Kpuuaau emy, — ayuery6!..

WM man Bcé GbicTpee, nouTu Gexanu, yBjeKasi ero Kak
6bl B BMXpe CrellallyX, CTaJKUBAIOLIUXCS, BO36YXKAEHHbIX
Tea. ManeHbkuit Jlanuno 3aberasn Brnepei, TOYHO MJsiCai
BrepeiH TOJMDbI U, IPOCTHO MECTHUKYJUPYS, BbIKDHKMBAM B
anuo IMaxomy.

— Boak! Boak! OroabioTcsi TeGe MOU CJE3KH...
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U nuxo cmesics.

— OToabloTcsl, BOJKI!..

CkBO3b HEMCTOBbI KPHK M LIYM FyCTO peBeJ, KaK BOJ,
HeYKJII0XHi, MacCHBHbI M Xpomoil 30T, mepej CaMbiM JIH-
uom Ilaxoma cBHpeno paseBas JIOXMaTblii poT, CaM BeCb
JoXmaThiif M KaK Obl Helpsiowuit nepen [Naxomom Ha cBoei
Xpomoil Hore.

— TI-ra-a... Moero I'nexoro Bcnomuuwb? Cyceiackyio
KoObu1y 3a6bin1? Bcé 3naem!.. MBana INapamoHbiua 3a6bin?
MetpoBbix 3a6b1? KupcaHoBa?.. Bee 3gech!..

9XOM OT3bIBAJICS CTOYCTBbIA KPHK.

— Bce 3zecn! Beel..

W B MepuaHbH 3Be3j Mesabkaau nepef ITaxomom ucka-
XeHHble 31000/ JauUa 06e3noieHHbIX UM Jojell. OauH 3a
JAPYrUM BbIOMBAJMCh OHHM M3 TOJNLI Nepep auuom Iaxoma u,
3a/bIXasiCb, KPUYAJIH:

— Y3Haewn?

N ncyesanu.

A Ha MecTO HMX, TOYHO B JAMKOM TaHLe, BbiGeraau
Apyrue.

— A MeHst y3Haelllb... y3Haelllb?

M yxe HauMHanu ydawaTbCsi yAapbl MO B3JAparuBaio-
wemy teay Ilaxoma, Tynble, Tsixesble YAaphbl, OT 3ByKa KO-
TOpBIX ellle CH/IbHee PaspoCTanaCb HeTepneauBasi SpoCTb.
Ho pokoBoro, nociesHero c/oBa elle HHKTO He NMPOU3HO-
CHJI, XOTSl OHO XHJIO B cepauax. M Toabko Korga nokasan-

Csl CBET/bIA MnJieC pekH, — Ha KPyToMm Gepery, Hai oGpbi-
BOM, TOJCTbiii PpoJs nMpoKpHyau:
— B kpyr!

W B cepeauHy Kpyra Ha 3eM/Ji0 OH C CHJOH Gpocua
IMaxoma.

— bBeii!

ITaxom nonbiTajACs NMOAHSTHCS.

Ho Tynble, iymHble yaapbl NajoKk BHOBb CBAJMIN €ro
C HOT... W, U3BHBAsCb OT Xrydyeil 60JH, B CMEPTHON TOCKe,
yXe C MepeJOMJEeHHOH PYKON M JIMLOM, 3aJUThIM KpOBBIO,
OH MepBblii pa3 3aroBOPHA M CTaJ KpHYaTh:
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— BpaTupl, 6paTupbl... Yxeau 6e3 cyaa?..

2KyTKO NMpOHOCHJCS ero KPHK Haj DeKOi.

— bBes cyaa... 6parupi!

C 3/bIM, COCPeJOTOYEHHbIM MOJYaHHEM MPOAOMKAIM
H30MBaTb €ro pa3bsipeHHble JIOAH; TOJbKO TOJCTHIA Ppon
rJIyXo CKasain:

— Tebs AaBHO OCYAMJH... aJH Thl He 3HaN?

— Yixkenn cemblo... ceMblo o6e3ponuTe... GpaTibi!

— A Thl HamM ceMbu He 06e3f0JMBan?

Kpyr MyxHKOB BCE C)XMMaJCs, MCTep3aHHOE TeJo M3-
BHBAJIOCb y CaMbiX HX HOr, Kak TEMHOKPOBaBOe MNSTHO,
rjasa uX MyTHWIHCb, TPYAM XPHUIUIO Abliajau... Torza B no-
clielHEM TOMJEHbH, Tepsii co3Hanue, [laxom moaHsica Ha
KOJIEHH M KPHKHYJ:

— Yo6uitupi!.. npokasTe 6yabTe!.. He 1am1 MOJHTBBL..
Camu 6e3 mokasiHMsi yMpeTe.

HeoxwunanHo#t M crTpawHoit yrpo3oit orosBajics ero
KPMK B CepALAX MYXXHMKOB, PYKH Kak GYyATO 3acTbulH C
MOJAHATHIMU NaJKaAMH.

U ToTtuac Toacteiit $posn oto3BaicH:

— A Beap BepHO. 3a6bliu... 4TO Xe 3TO Mbi? Jywy
ry6um HepackasHHylo. I'pex-To e€ Ha Hac Gyner.

MyxHKH C KakoH-TO BSJIOH HEOXOTOH pacCTYNMHJMCh,
TOYHO COHHbIE.

— IlycTtb mokaeTcs, — BH3IVIMBO KPUKHYJ JlaHuao,
— nycTb CKopeii... ckopeit!
— Mounce... TTaxom, — ckasan Ppoa.

U MyxHKH, KaK COHHble, LIYMHO MOBTOPHJH:

— Mouauce... ckopeit MOIUCH.

BHoBb o6GCTynanu ero.

— Mouauce, auxonei... ckopeii.

ITaxomM MOAHAN TPACYLLYIOCS TOJOBY M OKPOBaBJIEHHOE
JIULO ero o6paTHIoCh K 3Be3faM. MyXHKH HEBOJbHO OTCTY-
nuiau... Ho B HUX He GBbUIO KANOCTH, a POCAO HeTepneauBOe
XeJlaHHe CKopee NMOKOHYMTb BCE, U OHM KPHHYAJIH:

— Ckopelt MOMHUCD... ckopeil.

Ho koraa IMaxom noaywonorom cran 6opmoTaTh Ka-
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Kue-TO OeCCBA3Hble CJIOBa, OAHH 32 APYrMM OHH CHSAJIH
LIankKy.

— PasBsxkute pyku, — rayxo ckasan I[Taxom.

— 3auem?

— TIlepekpecTuTbCA...

Hukto He asunyics.

— Her, — nporyaen 30T, — MOJHCb... He TpaTb

Bpems.

[Taxom GoJabuie He NPOCHIL

OnaTb OH CTanm mocbLyIaTh 3Be3jaM CBOM GecCBsSi3Hble
CJI0Ba, CPeiH XYTKOrO, YNOPHOTrO MOJYaHHS OKPYKAIOLIHX,
a cam cjenal NOCJAeLHIOI0 He3aMeTHYIO MOMbITKY pa3BA3aTh
PYKH, HO peMeHHble BO3XH OblIH KPEnKH M TOJNbKO Bpe3bi-
BaJIUCb B TeJO.

YKpankoit oH GpOCHJ B3r/sj B CTOPOHY peKH.

Ho canuwikom TecHa 6blla TO/MA MYXMUKOB... BAIHbI Gbl-
JH TOJBbKO 3Be3fbl. Toraa MyTALIMMCS BrasiioM o0Bel OH
JiM1la CBOMX BparoB... H BAPYr KPHUKHYJ HEHCTOBBIM oJIO-
coM:

— TIlpocture MmeHs... 6paTubi!

— bBor npocTut, — rayxo oTosBanach ToJna.

— PasBsixuTe pyku... nepekpecTuTbCsi. Beap mnoru-
6aw...

Bce monuanm, B3rasHyan Ha Ppoaa.

U kak Gbl u4yBCTBys opo6GpeHHe B I3THX B3rJsiax,
dpon HarHy/aCs M pacnycTua Bo3xu. [Taxom c obaeryeHnem
B3JIOXHYJI, ONATb B3rJsHYJ Ha 3Be3Abl U LIMPOKO MepeKpe-
CTHJICSA.

3a HUM mepekpecTHIach BCA TOJMA.

[TaxoM MeaJleHHO MepeKpecTH/Cs elle pas, U BAPYT
NPOTAHYA PYKH K TOJME.

— bBparupl! npocture Mens... coBceM. INloxanefite!

Ho npocb6a ero moToHyna BO B3pbiBe KPHKOB.

Ha Bpemst caepxxaHHas sipocTb mpoGyAnaach B ToJme
¢ HOBO# cundi.

— Her, TeGe, 3n0aefl, npouieHbs... HeT!

CHOBa MyTHOe BHHO T'HeBa M J0Jr0 KOnmuBLUeics 3/100b1
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YAapujo B roJioBbl... TOJAMA KHHyJacb K Hemy. Ho B atoT
MoMeHT ITaxoM moc/efHHM HampsiKeHHEM CHJI BCKOYMJ Ha
HOTH, C KPMKOM 60JH OGPOCMJICA Ha TOJMY, MPOpBaj €e H C
KPY4YH KHMHYJICS B peKy.

It

Peka orsnacunacb HEMCTOBBIM T'OMOHOM.

lox 3BeszHbIM He6OM MeTaauCh MO TeMHOMYy Oepery
KpHualllue TEHH, Pyrajuchb, CTIOPWIH, YKOPSJIM ApPYr ApYyra.
Januno Haneren Ha Ppoaa.

— 3auem pasBsizayn pyku?

30T peBen, Kak paccBHpeneBlUHit GbIK.

— IlbiMaTh ero... xuBbIM nbiMaTh! Jlogky!

JlecATKH roJOCOB MOAXBATH/H:

— Jlo-0-aky...

C Gecnopsiio4HbBIM MOBOPOM, NepPeKIHKanch, MO cOe-
raim no Kpy4ye BHH3, pasfeBajHCb H 6pocaiucb B BOAY.
Ho eme paHbiie ux 30T, C6POCHB CanorH, npsMo C KpyTo-
ro Gepera mIyMHO GYATBIXHYJCS B PeKy M CJIOBHO KHUT 3a-
6ypaui no ee raagu, moaboiapsisi ce6si KpHUKaMH.

— JXKuBLIM JIOBH... XHBbIM!

On okasajicsi Bnepeiu BCex.

Pyku ero pa6Goranu, Kak Tsixesbie Becaa, pa3bpachl-
Basi 6pbi3ru. FonoBa ero TemHesa Ha CBeTJION IJIajH, CJOB-
HO TUIBIBYLIasl KOMHA, ¢bipKaia U opana.

— 3a MHoil... 1 BHXKY ero, pebsra! 3a MHOM...

TaM ¥ CAM 32 HMM TSHYJIHMCb Te€MHble TOYKH, — TrOJIO-
Bbl MJBLIByLIMX mpecaenoBateneil. OT Gepera, B pasHbiX Me-
CTax, OTIVIBIO HECKONbKO JIOAOK C KpHYAaIMMH B HHX
moabMu. B oaHo#t M3 HMX cTostn JlaHWMNO M BHM3TJIMBO KpH-
yaJ: .

— TIlpaseit, npaseii... 1 BuXxy ero!

OH cMeLIHO XKECTHKYJMPOBaJd M Toponua rpebua...
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ITaxoM BbIGHJCS M3 CHJL.

OH ycnea OTMJbLITH JajleKO, HO mpaBas nepelH6/eH-
Hasl pyKa ero He jeiicTBOBaja, NPUXOAMIOCH paboTaTh OA-
HOM J1eBOH, pa3buTOe TeJO ero THAHYJOCh B INIyGHHY... yie
e/Ba XBaTaJO CHJ TOJNbKO JepxaTbCA Ha moBepxHocTH. Ha
CpelyHe peKH OH OTAAJICH TEYEHHIO W IUIbLI, CMOTPSl BBepX
Ha 3Be3/bl, C TYMaHOM B roJIOBe, C MyTHbIM CO3HaHHEM, YTO
ero neceHka cnetra. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ NpHOIHIKEHHE NOrOHH,
HO yXe eMy OblIO BCE pPaBHO... Jy4lle YTOHYTb, 4eM CHOBA
nonactTb MM B PYKH.

Ve 1Ba pasa BTSHy/la ero XoJoAHas riayGuHa.

OH ewe 60poJiCs, CTPAIIHBIM YCHIHEM BBIVIbIBAJI CHO-
Ba Ha MOBEPXHOCTb, B3IIAAbIBAJ Ha 3BE3Jbl...

Ho cosnanue mepkio.

Xosoaublit, yTHaOWMUA 60/b TYMaH OXBaTHI ero, mno-
TYIUMJ CO3HaHHE M MOBJEK B INyGHHY.

JaHuiao nepBblii BU3IJIMBO 3aKpU4as:
— ToHner!.. 30-0-T... npaseii...
Oxalomum 3X0M OTO3BaJIOCh MO peke M Ha Gepery:
— To-o-xer...

— Hbeipsiit kTO-HHOYAD...

— 3-9-ii-it... JeBo...

— YTOHYN 4eJOBEK-TO...

— Ye-eprH...

— Tyna emy mu...

— bpocs...

— Jla kak Xe Tak...

— JleBo...

— Hbuipsiit kTO-HUOYAD...

— Jla nmec ¢ HMM... BeJb BCE paBHO...
— Wb ThHI..

— UYesnoBeka GpOCHTb...

— Ilpasei... TyT, TYT...
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Ha cpeauHe peku BHAHeJlach TeMHas rpynna JOJAOK H
HBIPAIOWIMX BOKpPYr HuX Jiogeil. K crosmum Ha Gepery ao-
Heccs OTTYAa KpPHK:

— Hauum... e-ectb!

Bckope JNOAKH NPUYAIWIM, M JIOAH, C CAEPXKAHHBIM
roBOpOM, BHeC/JM Ha KpyToit Geper HeaBHxkHOoe Teno Ilaxo-
Ma. TemHblit, BcyXxumit oT no6oes, OH 6eCrIOMOLIHO JiexXal
ONSTb Ha TOM e MeCTe; BOAA CTeKaja C JIOXMOTbEB €ro
OJeXAbl.

MyHKM MOJYA TOJNMMUINCH BOKDYT.

— Yro xe xenaTh Tenepb ¢ HUM? — CKasan Ppon ¢
HeLOyMeHHeM.

Tonna caepkaHHO rypena.

— Ja xuB-amn?

— MorTpH, 3axne6HyIcH...

Bnepen Bbickouna Jlanuno.

— Yero cMoTpHTE-TO... OTKaYuBaTh Haj0, — 3aopal
OH BHU3IJIMBO, — JaBait KTO-HHOYAb KadTaH.

— 3or, AaBaii kadTaH.

— Jla 5 ero TyT Ha Geper 6pocui...

— Pe6siTa, My 30T0B KadTaH.

— 3nech OH...

Kadran pasoctnanum u monoxuian Ha Hero Ilaxoma.
JlioxHe pyKH B3sIMCb 3a Kpas kadTana, u [laxom Tsxeno
M 6eCrnoMOIIHO CTaj MO HeMy CHOBaTb M NepeKaThiBaThCS.
Boza BckOpe X/bIHY/la M3 HEro py4YbeM... OH MPOCTOHAN M
noLIeBeIHICS.

— JXKuB, — THXO NpPOLLJIO MO TOJIIE.

Ero nosoxuiau, Tenjo NPUKPbUIM ¥ BHOBb CTOSIM Hax
HHMH, OXHJasA, KOrja OH ouHeTcs. U yxe aymanu, uto xe
6yzaeTr paiblue,  u3beraau CMOTpeTb Apyr Ha apyra. Cpe-
JAu O6lIero XAYIEro MOJYaHHMs BAPYr Pasfaics rojoc
3ora:

— Kak xe Tak.. xoTeau 4ejoBeKa nory6uth, a Ha
MeCTO TOro... Cnacau?
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Bce caepxaHHO pacCMesIUCh.

— Jla Beab THI e 3a HUM HbIpsA, — ckasan Ppoi.

— §l-to, ... 3TO BepHo. Jla Befb Sl TOJNLKO NbIMATh
XOTeJ.

— Hy BoT u nbiMan.

U onsitb Bce 3acMesIHCh.

Ho 3ot o6osauics.

OH warHys Bnepel, pacTOJNKaB JOKTSMH MYXXHKOB, H,
KaK FHraHTCKHi M HeJsemblit MOHYMeHT BCTad Haj ITaxomom,
JIOXMAaThlit U MOKpBIf, 1 3/10 3aopain:

— Ja wro Bbl, AbsBOJLL.. Bora B Bac Her. lllTo C
YyeJIOBEKOM CAesand... Yarp, nmoau... He jpam a4 ero Bam
GoJbure!

B sTtoT momenT ITaxom ouHy/Cs, NPHBCTAN M C y2KacoM
oragaen toany. U Totyac onaTh yman Ha CnMHy M 3anja-
KaJI.

— DBparupl... poaHeHbkre, — rOBOPUJ OH CKBO3b Gec-
CHJbHBIE CJI€3bl, — He MYYbTe... Jy4lle B BOAYy GpoCbTe...
yTOMHUTE... HE MOTYy $i... HE My4YbTe..:

BopoaaTbie JMIa Haj HAM CKJIOHHIHKCH.

— IlaxoMbly... HEWITO Mbl 3Bepbe...

— Bexb cam xe Thl..

— A TBI NpOCTH...

— Yarp, J0aM...

— Yarb, MBI TOXE... ['OC-C-nIOAM...

Jlauuno 4yTh He mJakan.

— INaxombi4, ITaxoMbly, — B3BH3rMBaj OH, — IMeC C
moeil KOOBUIOH... YaTh, AyWa-TO Aopoxe... Bpocb TH 3To
3aHSTHE... A MBI Te€ NPOCTHM.

— IIpocTHM, — LIYMHO 3aroBOpHMJH BOKpYT, — Gpochb
TOJBbKO... XpucTom-Borom Gpocs!..

— Jlait o6emanue, — nporyzaen 3o0rt.

Ho ITaxom moauyai.

30T HarHysacs Haj HUM, — OH Gbl1 B GecnaMsTCTBe.
— YenoBek-To pasHepyxuiacs, — mnogHsiacs 3ot, —
3K Mbl €ro...
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— B ceno ero Hapno...

— Hecu uenoBeka B ceno, pe6sra!

— Ha kadran ero...

— Knaay, pebsara, Ha kadran!..

IMaxoma nOMOXKHIIH.

3ot B3sics 3a kadTaH, Kak 3a HocuakH, Ppoa yxBa-
THJ €ero C APyroro KoHua, a Jlanuno cyeriuso Geran BO-
KPYT M BH3I/IMBO MOKPHKHBAJ] Ha MYKHKOB:

— Bepucsb, pe6sita, GepuChb... OCTOPOXKHef!

Bepera pexku morpy3uiucb B THXHH COH, peKa TOYHO
IIeNTaNach C KaMblliaMH... H, Ka3ajloCb, BCE spye pasro-
panuch 3Be3jbl.

Myxukn MeasieHHO Gpeau B ceslo CO CBoeil Holueil.
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JbsikoH rpano-nokpoBckoit uepksd, Cepadumos, mno-
Jy4uJ MHCbMO OT ChiHa M3 JepeBHH. CblH HELABHO KOHYWJ
CeMHHapHIO H MepBblif roj CBALLEHCTBOBAI B 60ratom cene
MenBeackoM. Jlo cux mop JAbSIKOH MOJyyYad OT ChlHa pa-
AocTHble mucbMa. CblH paccKasbiBaj, Kakoi mnpeKpacHbii
npuxoj MejaBexnckoe, nojipoGHO ONMMCHIBaJ MOMOBCKHA AOM,
cayx0bl NPU HeM, IVIOLOBBIil Caji, pa3BeleHHbIH elle npex-
HHUMM CBSILEHHHKaMH, — BCE 3TO C TaKUMH MOJPOGHOCTH-
MM, YTO JbSIKOHY Kasajocb, OyATO OH CaM BbIIarHBaeT
JIJMHHBIMKH M GOJIbHBIMH HOraMu BCJeJ 3a CbIHOM MO npo-
CTOPHBIM KOMHAaTaM C KpallleHbIMH MOJIAMH M CBET/bIMH OK-
Hamy, 3a KOTOPbIMM BHJHAa Ha MJIOLIAAH KpacHBasi CHHSA
LepKOBb C KYMNoJlaMH; CaM OCMaTpHBaeT OOCLIMpPHbIE capaw,
rie MOXHO NOMeCTHUTb TalyH Jowajei u A0O6GPLIK KecATOK
TapaHTacoB; Jo6yeTcsl I6/JOHIAMM M rpyliaMH, Gpocalouiu-
MM TaKylO0 IJIOXJAAHYI0 H Maxydyio TeHb, YTO XOYeTCs MOA
HHMH Jledyb Ha 3eJIeHyI0 MYpaBy.

A peuxa Ha 3ajax, 3a oroposamu!

JbsiIKOHY Tak M 4yAuAaCb ee THXasi rJaib, OTPaXaio-
was 3ejeHb GeperoB M TeMHylo uauly Jeca. Ecau 6b He
60/1bHblE HOTH, €CH Obl He ABECTH BEpPCT, HeMpPeMEeHHO Obl
JbSIKOH BBIMPOCHJ OTMYCK y cTpororo o. I'eoprus u noexan
K CblHY paiM OJHOH peukH, B THXHX OMyTax KOTOpOil eMmy
MepeLIMINCh CTaja OKyHeil, HemoBOPOT/MBLIE COMbI, BbiO-
iuecs, Kak 3med, Haaumbl... OH Bcerjga MeyTal O TaKOM
3€MHOM Dpae, THXOM YToJIKe, KaKOM-HHOYIb GelHOM JAepe-
BEHCKOM NpHXoje, riae Obuo Obl MOMEHbIUE Aena, YTOObI
LLe/IbIMHA JHSMH NPONajaTh Ha peKe WK BO3UTHCS Ha Myelb-
HMKe C YJbAMH, NPUKPBIBUIMCL ceTKOH. — «Ilokoiinuna,
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1apcTBo HeGecHoe, He XOTeJja, FOpoACKas Oblna; TAHYTb-
€Sl 32 TOPOJACKHM JLyXOBEHCTBOM NMpPUXOAMIOCH». Tenepb, HA
CTapOCTH JIET, OH PaJOCTHO AYMaJ: KaK TOJbKO CbIH YCTPO-
HTCA, BBIATH 32 LITAT M MEPECeJUTbCS K HEMYy Ha MOKOM.

— MHoOro /M MHe Hajo... B TArocTb He Oyay.

U BApyr nucbMa CTalu OTPBIBUCTHI W PEIKH, a MO-
c/liefHee MUCbMO B3BOJIHOBAJIO M O06ECMOKOMJIO €ro.

«Jloporoit manawa. K npecTospHOMY IHIO HenpeMmeH-
Ho mpue3dxkait. HyxHo. A nepes oTbe3som 3aliau K cekpe-
Tapio [aBay MBanoBuYy M y3Ha#l, HeT Ju BGJIU3M OT ropoja
xopoiuero npuxoaa. OTcioga nmo Bceit BepOATHOCTH, MpHU-
Jetcst yxoauTb. [ogpo6GHOCTH pacckaxy mo mpHesjes.

MeuTa absiKOHa CObLIACD.

OH XOAM/ MO MPOCTOPHBIM KOMHATaM, B pacmaxHyTble
OKHa BJbIXaJ 3anax LBETOB, JI0OGOBAJCS rosyGolo 1epKOBbIO
H C GblOIMMCA CepilleM Habaiojajl, CKBO3b JepeBbs, Kak
COJIHLIe MCKpWJIOCh B CBeTJol raaaum peku. Ho aywa ero
6bl1a NMOJMHA TPEBOXHOr0 HeJOoyMeHbs. CbIH BCTPETHN ero
KaK-TO... TaK, MeXJAy Npo4MM... 6e3 0co6oit parocTH.

— A-a, nmanawa...

TOYHO M He JIeXxal0 MeX Ay HUMH MOYTH rofa pasiyKu.

ﬂ,bﬂKOH He y3HaBaJl CblHA B 3TOM MaJIeCHbKOM, KPHKJIH-
BOM, CyeTJHMBOM CBsillleHHMKe. A Matywka JIu3a, Kasanach
eMy, YK CJHMIIKOM MHOTO M C KaKMM-TO MCNYroM Ha Juue
3aHMMaeTCsl X03AHCTBOM.

— Takue monoseHbkue, — jAyman JAbSKOH, OJLHHOKO
BbllIarMBasi N0 KOMHaTaM, — MM Obl pafoBaTbCA. A OHH...

OH 3asyMuMBO KPYTHJ rOJIOBOH.

— MeuyTcs, HUKOMY Xe TrOHsuLy!

CblH B 3TO BpeMs Ha KOr0-TO KpH4Yaj BO ABOpe CTpaH-
HbIM, 3BEHSIIMM TOJIOCOM, KaKOro paHblile AbSKOH M He
C/bIXal y Hero.

— 51 Bam mokaxy, Kak 3a X03siiCKUM J06pOM CMOT-
peTb. IlpexHue-To nomel u36anosanu Bac. Hy, aa 1...
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A MaTrywka, Kak TeHb, CHOBajJa MO KOMHaTaM, C 3a-
6oTOH Ha Juue.

— Bcé Tamyr, — B3rasabiBaja OHa Ha AbAKOHA, —
HUYero 3psi MOJIOXHUTb HeJb3fl.

BeuepomMm, 3a yaeMm, AbSIKOHA Jaxe YTO-TO HEXOPOWIO
YKOJIOJIO B CepAlie, KOr'Za CblH, SIBUBLIUCb C F'YMHA, BeCb B
NbUIA M BO3OYXKJEHHbIH, CTa/ KpuMYaTb Ha BCIO KOMHATy
TEM e 3BEHSILIUM, He3HAKOMBIM JbSIKOHY TOJIOCOM:

— Bop Ha Bope... BOT 31ewHuit Hapox!

OH 6bl1, KaK npexJie, Takod e MaaeHbKHil U Gose3-
HeHHbIl. TpenaHas uyepHas 60pojKa M YCbl TOJNbKO OTTe-
HAM ero GaexHocTb. Ho elle HejaBHO MHJIOBHAHBIE YEPThbl
€ro Juua A0 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH MCKa3Wia Kakas-TO Hempe-
CTaHHasi, HCTepH4ecKasi 3J1I06HOCTb.

JbsIKOH XMypO IaIsjen Ha Hero.

— 91 Te64 He y3Haiwo, Banentun. CMoTpio... 35€ch nos-
Hasi yawa. U Bokpyr Boxwus papocts. Yero te6e mano?

— Kak, uero? — 3akpuyanu B OAHH rosioc 0. BaneH-
THH 4 MaTywka Jlusa.

O. BaneHTHH jaxe CO CTyJa BCKOYMI.

— Tlonnas yawa! Boxwusi pagocTts!

OH 3a10XHY/ICS M B3MaxHyJ PyKaMH.

— Jla 3zecp rHesno! Bepren pasGoitHukoB! §1 xouy
nojaBaTh BJajblKe PamoOpPT O 3aKPbITHH 31eCb LEePKBH.

JbsIKOH chenan CTporoe JHLO.

— Banentun! TBou peun yausasiior meHs. U Henpm-
ATHO... 51 yxe crapuk. [IATbAECAT JIeT MCMOJHUTCS CKOPO,
KaK Ca1yXxy uepkBu. [IpUBbIK CMOTpeTb Ha NMPHUXOXaH, Kak
Ha JeTel CBOMX... H XXHMTb C HUMH B JIOGBM U MHpe.

— To Thi!

— A TBI He OT MeHs pasBe?

— IlonpoGoBan 6Gbl Thl Ha MOEM MeCT€ MOXHUTb!
Kaxnawiii cmoTput, kak Bpar. Kaablit Tonbko u aymaer,
KaK Gbl MONY HENMPUATHOCTb MPHUYMHHTD WM MAKOCTh YCTPO-
uThb. Jla BOT, CrpocH ee, BOT...

OH ykasblBaJ NajiblieM Ha MaTYILKY.

— OHa Te6e Gosblie MOEr0 PacCKaXeT.
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U onn B aBa rosoca, nepebuBasi Apyr Apyra, CTaju
M3IMBaTb AbSKOHY BCe CBOM o6Mabl. Pyru He maatsar. Euwe
M NpexHeMy CBSILEHHMKY He miatuau. Ja ato He Geja...
BCeria CyAoM HcTpe6oBaTb MoxHO. Bor o. Cumeon u3
KpyTosipa 3a wecTb JeT Tak-TO MOJY4YHJI.. MO ry6epHa-
TOPCKOMY pacnopsixkenuio. Ho riaBHoe 370 BOT B 4YeM:
NPUroBOp MOCTAHOBHIM — CKOJNbKO 3a TpeObl MJATHTb.
XOoTAT TPYyA CBSILLIEHHHKA MO CBOEMY, MO MYXHILKOMY, Ole-
HUBaTb. 3a MJajeHLa, Hanpumep...

— Ilarauek, — 3BOHKO Kpu4an o. Banentun: — ns-
Tauek... a! 3a kpectunnl! Kak TeGe 310 noHpasurcsi? A
MOXOPOHBL... GelHble AapoM, a GoraThie... MO XKeJaHHIo!

— IloaTHHHMKA He AAIOT, — JKaJOBalach MaTyLIKa.

— Jla-a. OHu Bce TyT GelHSKOB pasbirpbiBaloT. Thl
He CMOTPH, YTO Y HHX KPbIIIX PaCKpPbIThbl, — 3TO OT JIEHH...

— W ot BoakH. Yk Kakue Bans nponoBean roBOpHUT...
X0Tb 6bl uTO!

— Wam yTo6bl HayanbCTBY mojareit He naaTuTb. Bpo-

Je BU3UTHON KapToukH... Bor, jeckartb, fi, — TaKOH-TO...
Hum! Ilpoxoau, mom WM CTaHOBO#H, MHMO.
— W upem mMuMO, — nuakanach Martyumka. — Bel

TOJIbKO NMpeACTaBbTe, Manaiia, CKOJbKO §i LIepCTH cobpana
nociexHuil pas.

M Tak Kak AbSKOH MOJ4YaJ, OHa JAOMLITHIBANACH:

— Her, BbI npeacTaBbTe TOJMBKO...

Ha auue ee usoGpasmics ykac.

— TloaTo-o-pa nyza!

JIbSiIKOHY CTaHOBWJIOCH TOCKJIMBO.

OH B3rasiHys 3a OKHO.

Ynuua sanMra KpaCHOBaTbIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO e MO-
6ausocTH noxap. Ho AbSKOH 3Hak: 3TO rOpUT 3apsi U OT-
paxaercsi B peke.

— Xopouwo 6bl Tenepb... Ha HaJMMa MoiTH, — MoAy-
MaJi OH CO B3J0XOM.

U Bapyr B3rasHya Ha CbiHA..

— 3auem xe Tbl MeHsi-TO ciofa 3Ban? Tyrt TBoe je-
J0... KaK MHe ero paso6patb!
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On MOJAHSAJCA W Mnolles M3 KOMHAThI.

— Bbl kyaa xe, nanama, — YAMBJEHHO BCKpHYaJ
0. BaneHTuH: — ja, Beib, S CaMOro-TO TJIABHOrO eule H
He CKasall.

Ho nbsKOH OTMaxHyJCs.
— Tloiiay k peke... mo6poxy. A TO MHe... CKyYHO.

C peku JbSIKOH mpHile] BecCeJbli M TOYHO NMpPHHEC C
co6oii ee GOIPSILYIO CBEXECTb.

— Kakoe Benenenue, — roBopuJ OH.

W kpyTua ronosoii.

— Kakas 6aarocts!

Ho cbiH xpaan ero yxe c 6ymaroii B pyke.

Bymara Obi1a cBepHyTa, Kak npoluenue. JbSKoH B3ras-
HYJ, U BeCeJOCTb €ro cpasy npomnaJna.

— OJTO0, — CIpoCHa OH, — YTO XKe Taxoe?

U cen k cToay, oxunas.

O. BajeHTHH TOpKECTBEHHO YCeJCH 3a CTOJOM MNpo-
THB Hero, a MaTYIUKa NMOMECTUNACh Ha CYHAYKe C BS3aHbEM.
— TIlocnanue kakoe-TO, — elle CKa3ad AbSKOH.

U caerka yabiGHyncs.

— K pumnsnam uan k ranaram? Wiam, moxeT ObiTb...
K [Tontuiickomy?

— MManama, — TopxecTBeHHO Hayan o. BaneHTHH.

OH NOKOCHJICS Ha Momajiblo, Kak Obl 0XHAasi ee OXO-
OpeHusi, ¥ MPOLOJKAN:

— Bepnp, Bol MeHs 3HaeTe. $1 yenOBeK BCNBUILYMBBINA U
KpyTO#...

— Jlo cux mop He 3HaJa 3TOro, — CKasal AbsikoH. U
ONSITh YCMEXHYJICS.

— Tl y MeHs... KaK M3 YTHHOTO i3, 4TO MOJ KypuLy
NOJMIOXWIN: BCE Gb LIBIMJIEHOK, a BAPYT MOIJIBLI.

Tyt 0. BaneHTun BcTal, pe3ko OTOABHHYJ CTYJ U BHe-
3anHo mpuwena B rHeB. OH XoAua mo KomHaTe, maxan 6y-
Maroii M roBOPMJ 3BEHSLUMM TOJOCOM, OT KOTOPOro AbSi-
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KOHY BCE Ka3aJioChb, YTO B KOMHaTe FOBOPHUT KTO-TO YYXOil
H HesHakOMbil. A o. BaneHTHH roBopua, YTO BCE, 4YTO OH
pacckasbiBajl O NMPHXOJAE, TOJMbKO LBETOYKH, a SITOAKH eLle
BEpeH.

— Bot, — ckasan oH.

U nonoxun Ha cTon Gymary.

— Hy, a 4To Xe 3TO? — CKOCHWICS ABSIKOH.

— Jleso. Konus ¢ npouieHHs... MUCapb MHe BPYuHJ.

— Jle-e-no?

— Ha, na.

— O TeGe?

— JHa, o060 mHe. Ho, co6cTBeHHO... 0 Gapauike!

— Kako#t 3To ewme Gapaiiek? — XOJOZHO YAMBHIACSH

AbSIKOH.

— DBapawek? Ja cambliit 06bIKHOBeHHBbI Oapauiexk...
Kakue GbiBaloT Gapawku. Bapawek.. Tak, 3axyaanbiit. I Ha
6apaika-To Henoxox! Tak 4TO-TO... Ha YeThIpeX HOXKaX...
cMoTpeTh He Ha 4yTO. Ecam 6bl emte uenwiit 6apaH, s NMOHHU-
Mmaio. bapan... Bewpb 1eHHasi! B HekoTopoM poje xamuTais.
A TyT.. HM WIepCTH, HU Msica, HU BUaa. Bapawek! la ecau
6bl MoKynaTb, 1 3a Hero M rpowma 6bl MeaHoro He ganr K
TOMY e, OH M OKOJIeJ Yepe3 TPH JHS.

— Oxonen? — NOAHSN AbSIKOH GPOBH, HMYEro He mMo-
HHMasl.

Marymka moaTBepAunaa.

— DBapaiuek 6bu1 60JMBHOM.

— Jla oH He 6OJIbHOH, a OT POXKJAEHbS AOXJblil GblaI, —
B3BOJIHOBAaHHO Kpu4aa 0. BajseHTHH: — 3TO ObI MpPOCTO
NnojABOX, a He Gapaiuek!

— OnHa kasy3a, — NOATBepAWIA MaTYLIKA.

U onatb Hanepe6OH OHM CTaju paccKasblBaTh AbSKO-
Hy ucropmio 6apamika. — «bapaiek, Gapawek, 6apamex»
— MecTpeso B MX pacckase. — UM Gapaulek BXOAu/1 B Ka-
Kyl0-TO CTPaHHYI0 CBSI3b C 4eJIOBEeKOM 06 OJHOM rJase,
BpPeJHOM M MOLJIOM 4esOBeKe, JHMIIEHHOM JaXe HaMeKa Ha
po6pogerens. HanpoTuB, Mopokd 3Toro yenoBeka Gbliau
TaK BEJHKH, YTO MEPEYMCIEHHE MX 3aHAJI0 OuYeHb MHOrO
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BpeMeHH, B3BOJIHOBaJIO 0. BanenTuna p0 6arpoBoro pymsiH-
11a, a MaTYWKYy 3aCTaBWJO BCIVIAKHYTb M CKBO3b CJe3bl
YAMBHTBCS, KAK 3TOr0 4eJIOBeKa A0 CHX MOP 3eMJsi HOCHT.
OH 6bu1 MbsIHKLA, BOp, mpenioGojeit, ceaToTarel. Emy na-
JKe CTaBWJIOCh Ha BHUJ, YTO OH 06 OJHOM rJase.

— bor weabmy metur!

U B 3akmouende... 6apailexk.

Hey:xenu npuyT BHHOBAT, YTO B METPHUKAX 3TOT HEMC-
NpaBUMbI I'pelIHMK 3anHcaH AHTOHOM, a 30ByT ero ¢o-
koii? [Npuiiock cleacTBHE HABOAUTDb, HHAUe BEHYaTh HeJb-
33 6bu10. Hy, Xopouo... 3a BeH4aHbe B3SUIH, YTO MOJOXKEHO.
A cnexctBue? PasBe CBsillleHHHK 06$i3aH AapoM NpPOH3BO-
AUTb cleicTBHe? Pa3Be MOXHO CYMTaThb BbIMOraTeibCTBOM
KaKoro-to tam Gapauika?

— bBapamek! — kpuuan o. Banentun. — Jla xaxoi
we 310 Gapawek! Hacmewka, a He Gapauwek! Jla oH xe H
OKoJieJ. A M3-3a Hero CKaHjajl Ha BCIO enapxHio... XoThb
6bl LIKypa ocTajaach, s Gbl cebe M3 Hee IUanKy caeian, a
TO Tak... najgaixb. bapa-a-mex!

— Jlecatb py6Jaeil OTCTYMHOro MPOCHT, — MJIaKanacCh
MaTyllKa.

— MHe am6Guuus 10poxe, — B3MaxHyJ1 pykamu o. Ba-
JIEHTUH: — § Ha Hero BCTPEeYHBbI# MCK MOXAaM, 33 OCKOp-
6sieHHe CBSITHIHH... OH WKOHY u3py6ua. MkoHoGopen! 3Tt0
emy Gyler He Oapalliex..

W onsATh B ywax y AbsIKOHa 3anecTpeso:

— ...Bapawek... 6apaiuek... 6apauiexk..

JTtoT GapalleKk OKpalIMBAJICA B KaKOH-TO MHCTHYe-
Ckuit uBeT. B rpyau y abskoHa pocaa rayxas Tocka. Bcé
Jajbllle OTXOAWI OT Hero ChiH, — MaJieHbKHuH, GoJe3HeH-
HbIi U KPOTKHiIl MaJbYHK. A BMECTO Hero HeBeAOMEIl yeso-
BE€K METaJICAd nepej HMM, ¥ BOMWJ, M MPOM3HOCHI HEHYHK-
Hble CJIOBa.

B oxkHO cmoTpesna HOYb.

B ee THuIMHEe, MONHON! HeXHOH MPOX/agbl, HESICHO PO-
KoTana U OyATO 3BeHesaa peka. JIbSIKOH 1aBHO OTBepPHYJCH
OT CblHA M CMOTPeJ B PacCKpbITOE€ OKHO C YOHTO-XMypbIM
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JauuoM. EMy BCMOMHMHa/NaCbh ero MeyTa O THXO# XHM3HM Hajl
peKolo, 0 myesJbHUKE, 06 YTPEHHHX M BeuepHUX 30psix... U
MaJjlo-no-Majny MbICAH AbSKOHA YXOAMWAH B HOYb, K peEKe,
3aXHraau Koctep Ha Gepery ee, THxo Oyabkanu y Gepera,
ycTpauBasi 3aBoAb. 3acepeGpHANCh M MOMJIbLUIM B HEM paB-
HOLYLIHble KPaCHOMEPKH... 30JIOTUCThI Kapach, O6OiiKHiA
OKYHb, COJMAHBIA W TJYNbIA Jelib.

Bcé emle Ha3oMAMBO JIe3I0 €My B YlIu:

...bapauiek... 6apatuexk...

Ho 3To yx 6blIO KOrga-To XaBHO M Tjle-TO AAJNeKo,
M OH He CJyllaJ, ¥ NJbl1 B YeJIHOKe CPely KaMblllied, BCny-
TMBasi COHHbIX YTOK.

— Hy, uto xe Bbl AymaeTte, nanaia, 06 3TOH HCTO-
PHH? — OCTAHOBMJICS mepej HUM o. Banentun.

JbSAKOH OYHYJCS.

— Kakoit ucropun?

— C Gapauxom.

— Yro a aymaio?

OH XO0JIOZHO CMOTpeJ Ha ChlHa.

— Bcsak yenoBek... JOxb!

Il

OaHako, AbSKOH peluuJ NMOMoub ChiHy. OH BHJIeN, 4YTO
NP TAKOM XapaKTepe TOMY He YAAcTCSi NMOKOHYHTb A€o
MHpOM, a CKaHzaa BbiitaeT GoJbwuoil. KctaTH, Bckope Ha-
ctynui UabuH jpeHb, npecTobHblii npasauuk. C yTpa uep-
KOBb Tyjeja M B3JparuBaja OT KOJIOKOJbHOTO 3BOHA, H
AbSIKOH He OTKa3an ceGe B yLOBOJbCTBHM 3a6paThCs Ha KO-
JIOKOJIbHIO, TAe, 3aCyYMB pyKaBa, JOJro Mmopaxana BCex Ta-
KHM MCKYCHbIM TPE3BOHOM, YTO MYXKHKH BBIXOAMIN U3
LlepKBH, COGMPATUCh TOJNNAMH y Orpaibl H CMOTpeJH BBepX.
Ho absikoH U He Mojpo3peBal, YTO CTAHOBMTCS MOMYJSPHBIM
yenoBeKkOM. 3a6biB Mpo 60/b B MOSICHHILE, MPO CBOU 6OJIb-
Hble HOTH, OH METAJICSl MOJ KOJIOKOJAaMH, KaK AyX 3BOHa, C
BeCeJibiM M JOGPBHIM JIMLOM, BeCb OTAABAsICb HAC/AXAEHHIO
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M3BJIEKaTb TMIYXOH, yXaioluil Fyl W3 MefHOro Teaa 60Jb-
IIOro KOJIOKOJIa. A MajleHbKHe KOJIOKOJIa Y Hero pajoCTHO
BCKPUKHBAJM, 3BOHKO JieneTajd M TOYHO CMESJIMCh HEBMH-
HbIM JeTCKUM cMexoM. OHHM Ka3ajiuChb JbSKOHY XepyBHMa-
MH, TOIOILMMHU CJaBY, TOrAa Kak GOJblUOH KOJOKOJA Hamo-
MHMHaJ apxaHrena, Tpyésulero B MeiHyio TpPYyOy.

Hakonen, npubexan ClyxKa U KPHKHYJ] AbSKOHY:

— bBariowka cepautcs!

B uepkBH BCe MOYTHTENbHO CMOTpENM Ha MCKYCHOrO
3BOHapsl U yctynanu emy jgopory. Koraa xe oH o6Gaauwncs
B MAaJMHOBBIII CTHXapb M nepej LAPCKHMH BpaTamMH caMm
BO3IJIACHJ, KaK GOJbILIOH KOJOKOJ:

— Bana-a-rocno-su, Baagbl-bIKO! —

OH OKOHYaTe/JbHO 3aBOeBajl BCe CHMIATHH.

B xapkuit nosgeHb NOZHAIM MKOHbl M C pa3BeBalOlLU~
MHCSl XOPYrBSIMH JBHMHYJHCb IO NMPHUXOLY.

Bbuio aylHo, 3HOMHO; TOJABKO C peKkH BesJo NMpoxja-
JOH. Yauupl necTpesu NpPasiHUYHbIMU HapslaMi, ClenuB-
IIMMH SIPKOCTBIO KpacoK. Ceso OTAbIXaNo, CMESIOCh COJH-
uy. M, kak Becenas My3blka, He MNepecTaBal TPe3BOH.
[MoceTnnn cHavana Mojeit MMEHMTBIX: PbIXero CTapocry,
HalNOMMHAaBIUEr0 TapaKaHa; KyAJacTOro, TSXeJOro JaBou-
HUKa, CKPOMHOro nucaps, C BEYHO OMYLUEHHbIMHM [JIa3aMH,
C KOTOpBIM Jaxke 6aTIOLIKA JAaCKOBO pPa3roBOPHICS:

— Hy, nucapek, kak Bawu nena?

— bBanaroapapenne Tocnoay bBory, 6GaTiolika; XuBeM
BalllUMM MOJIMTBaMH.

W nucape noctyyan ce6si no rpyin TOHKMMH MaJblia-
MU U yBeJ MX B KapMaH.

Bariomka xnaan.

Ho u3 kapmaHa HuYero He MOSIBUJIOCH.

Tem He MeHee, yXoas, 6aTIOIIKA LIENHYA OTLLY:
— JlenoBoil 4eNoBeK... HyXHbIi.

Y d4epHOro, XMyporo xaHzapMa OTAbIXaJH, NMHIH Yait
¥ pasroBapuBaid. XXaHJapM MoBeCTBOBaJ O4YeHb MPOCTPaH-
HO O CBOMX Haya/lbHHMKAaX, a MOTOM mepellea K Gecrnopsia-
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KaM B ropoaax u o0bscHaJ ux mpuuuHbl. OH BCeM Hajoer,
HO €ro CJyLlaJu H3 BEXJIMBOCTH.

— 3HaThb XOTAT... a 3HaTb Helb3s, — Oypyan XaH-
AapM: — OTTOro M GYHTBL

JbSKOH MpsSIMO NMOCTaBHJ BOMPOC:

— UYTto Bbllle, — NMpHpPOJA HIH HAayKa?

— TIlpupona, — ckasan xaHAapM: — OHO BOT XOTb

reHepasioB B3siTb. OMH c pa6ouumM — pabouuii, C KpecThbsi-
HHHOM — KPeCTbSIHHH. A ApYyroil... TONbKO JIOBUT, TOJbKO
peMH3HT. A Hayka ojHal!

JbSKOH ropsiuo COrJIacHJCS.

— Pri6apu ranuneiickue HeyueHbl OblIM, a BeCb CBeT
noxkopunu, 6o npupoaa ux 'ocnogom HUucycom ocesileHa.

OT xaHzapMa UUIM MO MOPSIAKY.

3axoauau B Cbipoe, AYLIHOE HYTPO IMIMHAHBIX XaT, K
60/bHBIM, C/Ie3ALMMCS, OYeHb OeJHBIM JIIOASIM, Tie B OXH-
JLaHUM MEeJHON MOHeTbI, CTapajuChb OBICTpee «OTMaXaTb»
Mmosie6GeH. 3xech, uuTasi akaducr, 6aTiomka kak 6yATO py-
rajics ¥ CMOpHJI CO CBSITHIM, XOTSl M FOBOPWJ eMy:

— P-papyiics!

Cayxuau Ha MPOCTOPHBIX M MyCTbIX ABOPAaX, rae coy-
HO MaxJo moJbiHbl0. Kponuau Hackopo cBSITOIO BOJOH Xa-
Thl, Bpocluye B 3emiio. U pajgoBanuch jepeBsHHbBIM u36aM
«60raTeHbKMX», MOTOMY YTO TaM YyBCTBOBAJOCb NMPUCYT-
CTBHe cepeOpSIHBIX MOHET M Oxujano yroulexue. TyT aka-
¢uCT npeBpauancs B C1aBOCAOBHE, a roJoC GaTIOWKU NMpH-
HHMaJl JIaCKOBble OTTEHKH.

OH He yuTal, HO Mea:

— Pa-a-a-pyiics, panyiics...

A B OKHa JOHOCWJCSl HelepecTaloLUil TPe3BOH U Be-
ceJiblif LIYMHBIA FOBOPOK OTABIXAIOLIErO MO 3aBajJeHKaM Ha-
poxa.

JIbSIKOH LleJl CPeLU MeBYUX, Te mepej HUM 3aUCKHUBAJH.
K AbSIKOHYy TO M JLeN0 MOAXOAWIM MYKUKU U TOBOPHIH
KaKHe-TO JIaCKOBble CJIOBAa HAacYeT TPe3BOHA U CJAYXeHHs
€ro, XBaJuaH rojoc. Y, Kocsicb Ha MeCTHOro AbSIKOHA, llia-
poo6pasHoro, 6e3rojocoro CTapuKa, MNOTUXOHbKY IIENTaJH:
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— BoTt Te6e Gbl K HaM... Ha pykax 6bl HOCHUAHM. [la H
CbIH-TO Tpu TebGe Obl...

— Yro?

— Ja Hudero, CTaNno0-6bITh.... TaK. A BCE-TaKH...

HakoHel, npuLH K YeJOBEKYy C OJAHHM I/1a30M.

JIbSIKOH MOCMOTpeJ M IUEeNMHYJ MeBYeMmy:

— doka?

— OH camsiil.

JIbsIKOH cJierka MpHUMOAHAA GPOBH.

OH oxuaan yBHAETb MYyXHKa JIOXMaTOro, KpYMHOro,
C 4YepHoil Gopoamiueii M rpy6biM rojocoMm, a nepejs HHM
POGKO HBIpSJI MO KOMHaTe GesieHbKHi yesoBedeK, MOXOXHM
Ha roJIofHyi0 Mblllib. CTPAHHO KaK-TO GbLIO JAbSIKOHY Mpel-
CTaBUTb 3TOr0 4YeJIOBeKa 3/0jeeM M mpectynHukoMm. Hoc y
yesoBeka GbLT BpOjJe Najblia, €JMHCTBEHHBIH rna3ok CMOT-
peJl Beceslo U KPOTKO.

OH n1aCKOBBIM ¥ TOHKHMM FOJIOCKOM CKasas:

— U Bapsape akaducr.

TyT e OTKyAa-TO BbiHbIpHyJa W BapBapa, — Takas
Ae MaseHbKas, BOCTpeHbKas, ObicTpasi M Becenas. M xara
y HUX Obla CJOBHO MrpylleudHasi: BecejieHbKasi, MaJieHbKas,
XOoTsl 6e3 KpbIlIKM, HO YHUCTO BblGe/ieHHast CHapyXW M W3-
HyTpH. Ee Kpollku-okolleykHu GYATO MOJAMHMIMBAJIH M CMe-
SyMChb. A mycTOTy ABOpa B OOGHMJMH CKpalUWBaJX TOACOJ-
HYXH.

BaTiowika Bowea B XaTy MpauHee TYYH.

Pu3a Ha HeM cupena kak-to 6okom. Akaduct Uanu oH
YHTaN TaK, CJOBHO JeJlal CBSATOMY BbIrOBOP, a BEeNHKOMY-
yeHuua BapBapa eaBa Jau Mmorjaa pa3o6paTb XOTb OJHO
CJI0BO, MOTOMY YTO BMECTO «paiyicsi»... BHIXOAMIO TOJNbKO:

— Pa... pa... pa..

B 3Tux 3Bykax OblIO YTO-TO pa3jpaxaiollee, HamoJ-
HsiBlIee KOMHaTy TpeBorod. Kasanoch, BOT-BOT 6aTiouika
6pocuT akadMCTHHK M OOPYILUMTCA Ha XO35IMHA TEM Xe Ca-
MbIM TOHOM M Jaxe C TeMH Xe CJIOBaMH.

Bnpyr C JaBKH NOJHAJMACb HaJ CTOJIOM KypHHasi rojio-
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Ba. OHa mocmoTpesa Ha 6aTIOWIKy CTPOrMM araToBbIM Ia-
3oM. U, cnoBHo mojapaxasi eMy, 3arosopuia:

— Kpy, kpy... Kpy...

HU3-nox crosa 0TO3BaIMCH LIMIATA.

Kypuua Bckoumsna Ha cTos, npojo/kas 3BaTh ux. OHa
6bl1a SPKO-pbIXKAs W, YTO CaMOe yAMBUTEJbHOE, COBEpLIEH-
Ho 6e3 xBocTa. U ee cTporo-yauBiaeHHbI BUA, MPH OTCYT-
CTBHM XBOCTa, Ob1 TaK KOMHYEH, YTO MeBYHE HArHYJMUCh,
CKpbIBasi CMe€X, M Jaxe JAbSKOH He MOr YHepxaTbCsi OT
YAbIOKH.

Bariomika ¢ mymom 6pocHa Ha CTON aKaHCTHHK.

— 370 CBATOTaTCTBO! — 3aKpU4al OH.

Kypuua He oxwugana storo.

Ona oTyasiHHO 3aKkpuyajia, MNOANPBLIrHYJAa, XJonas
KPbUIbSIMH, YAapWiacb B OKOHHOe CTekJo. PoKa mbITaacs
noimarh ee, HO OHa MeTaslach MO JIaBKe, POHSIA MPeAMETHI,
ycunuBas nepenosox. M mepexoa ot ee cTporo-yauBiaeH-
HOro BHJA K 3TOMYy OTYasiHHOMY nepenyry Gbl1 OnsiTb TakK
KOMHYEH, 4TO IbSIKOH C TPYAOM CAEepXHBaJ CMeX.

A o. BaneHTHH kpH4aa, C JIMIOM, MCKaXK€HHbIM 3J0-
Goii:

— bByabTe cBHAeTenasMu. ITO HapoyHo! ITO HacMell-
Ka Haj 60xxeCTBEHHBbIM 06psAOM!

— Hy, 4To TbL.. OCTaBe! — MOKpacHes AbSKOH.

doka CXBaTHI Kypuly.

Ho oHa BbipBajsach M TsXKeJNO MojeTesa Haj TOJMNOI.
JbSKOH Ha NeTy no#iMan ee W NOTHUXOHbKY BBbIMYCTHI B
CeHH, KyAa Ha KPHK ee CTajiM I'le-TO MO NoJy MpoGHpaThCs
H UbIIATA.

— Bot u Bc€, — cKasan AbSIKOH, KPaCHbIif ¥ CMyLUEH-
Hblif. — TltHuka Boxusi, — 06GepHyJCs OH K CbIHY, — H
K TOMY e MaTb... KAKOe TYT KOLLYHCTBO.

doka, CxxaBIUK Try6bl, He TOBOPHJI HH CJIOBA.

BaTiolka KpHKJANBO M BbI3bIBaIOILE LOKOHYHA MoJieGeH,
a MOTOM KpPYTO MOBEPHYJCS M MOLIeN CKBO3b TOJMY, OCTa-
BUB Ha CTOJIe KpeCT.

— [Nanama, 3aXBaTHTe KpPecT, KOrja MpHJOXaTCs.
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JIbSIKOH YHBIIO MOKa4aj rojoBoii.

OH OCTaHOBWJ NPUYETHHKA M, 3aBePHYB KPeCT, OTAaN
emy.

— Sl... oTaoxuy. He noitay Gosblue C BaMH.

JbsikOH cHAeN Ha JaBKe, a POKa HEMOABHXKHO CTORA
y cToja U OGyATO XJAaj, KOrja e JAbSIKOH yiaer. JIbsiKOH
MOJYan ¥ CMOTpesa B OKHO. HHOTKyAa He 6bLIO Tak XOpo-
IO BMAHO PeKy, KaK M3 3TOro okHa. TyT oHa BCs Obuia,
KaK Ha JIaJlOHH, CO CBOMMU 3MEHCTbIMH NMOBOPOTaMH, C Be-
ceJloii 3eJIeHbIO JIYroB W CHHEBAThbIMH MATHAMH MepeJieCKoB,
CO CBOMMH IUMPOKHMH IJIECaMH, KOTOPble HEXHO 30JI0THJIO
COJIHLLE.

— MecTa y Bac 6aarojaTHble, — CKa3al AbSKOH, He
cmoTpst Ha Poky.

doka Mojval.

— B Takux MecTtax, — npojoJKan AbSIKOH, — Y JIo-
Ieil pymwa Jo/mkHa 6bl ObITb CBeT/asf... roay6as... 3eneHas.
U GnecteTsb, Kak 3Be3ja B NMOJHOYbL. A JMaBOJ, Bpar HCKO-
HH... MyTHT ee.

doka npogo/Kaa MOJIYATh.

JbSIKOH MOTHXOHBKY M CMYILEHHO B3rJSAHYJ Ha Hero u
BCTPETHJ MNbITAMBO-BeCe/bIH B3rJsii, €ro eAWHCTBEHHOro
raasa.

— Bac kak 30ByT?

— ®o-Kka! — TOHKHMM roJIOCKOM TOYHO mponea Poka.

— A no 6Gariouike?

— JleBOHTBHY.

— Bot, doka JleBOHTbHY... XKHBET Ha peKe pbiGKa
Boxwus... U He 3HaeT, uTo 'ocnoab ee cospan Ajs HeBeAO-
MO LeJW... Ha noTpeby yenoBekoB. Eit 6bl rynsTh no ka-
MbIIIKaM, MOJ JIONMyXaMH MrpaTth, 4a B SIMKaXx B THHe Ha
GOuKy /1eXaTb U HEXHTbCA. A OHa mpomexay ce6s rpbiser-
csi. Hy, ppibka — TBapb raynasi ¥ pa3yMoM He OJapeHHas.
A BOT.. KOrja BHAHMIUb TO e Y JoAed, Tak M Xodercs
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KPHKHYTb HM: — M 4ero Bbl MeXJAy co0oil xeauTe, JIOAH
Boxwuu!

JbSKOH OTBeJ raa3a K OKHY.

— Bl kak 06 sTom aymaere, Poka JleoHTbeBHY?

— Ilo Boxbemy! — nponuian dPoka.

U yemy-To Becesio 3acmesics.

JlbsikoH moliapua B KapMaHe, J0CTajl OTTyla ewie C
yTpa NpUroToBJeHHbI! 30J0TOi M, He rasasi Ha Poky, nmo-
JIOXHKN ero Ha CcToJ. PoKa MOKOCWICS Ha 30JI0TOH M OCTO-
POXKHO B3S/1 €ro JABYMsi NajblaMu.

— Xopoluasg MOHeTa, — CKasajJ OH, UPOHMYECKH yC-
MexasiCh.

— He cromb xopowasi, Poka JleoHTbHY, CKOJb mMO-
nlesHas.

— M y Bac mHOro Takux?

JbSIKOH 4yTb-4yTb YCMEXHYJICS, BC€ He CMOTpPS Ha
doky.

— BbI10 6b1 MHOTO... 1a KAPMaH JAbIPSBLIiL.

— A 3TO BBl 4TO Ke... Ha CTOJ ee MOJOXHJH... [ToTe-
paTb GouTech?

— Jlyyuie Becb MHp NOTepPSATb, YeM BHUAETH AYLIH, MO-
rubaioue B cBape.

— Ta-a-ak, — ckasan doka.

U sanymancs.

— 51 cabmwan, 4YTo BBl U3 ropofa? — CIOPOCHJA OH
BAPYr YXe Cepbe3Ho.

— W3 ropoaa.

— CpoacTBeHHHK OyjeTe HalleMy-TO GaTiolKe?

— Oren.

— Tak BoT, ckaxure Bbl MHe. MoHeTa 3Ta y Bac...
ropojicKass WJH jepeBeHCKasi?

JlbsiKoH 0GepHyJcsi U mocMOTpen Ha Poky.

— Topoackas, Poka JleoHTbHY.

— He ot cbHa?

— Ot ce6s, Poka JIeOHTHHUY.

OHu HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi CMOTpeJIH B ryiasa Apyr Apyry.

— Hare, — npoTsanyn Poka MoHeTy.
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JIbSIKOH HepellnTeNbHO B3l ee.

U naxmypmics.

— TMouemy xe?

— A y MeHsi ToXe KapMaH jbipsiBbid. Jla Kk TOMy xe
— OT 30JI0Ta COBECTb pxaBeeT.

— A kaK xe... — Hauyal 6bl10 ABSKOH.

U cmouxk.

— C 6apawmkom-To? — ckasan Poka.

OH Beceso paccmesics.

— Jla Bor c Hum.

JbsKOH pacuBes.

On BcTan, npoTsaHyn pyky Poke M Kpemnko Cxan ee.
XoTen 4TO-TO CKa3aThb, HO TOJbKO yibibanca. I doka mo-
CMeeMBaACs eMy B OTBeT. TyT B3rasif AbSKOHA CKOJIb3HYJ
no CTeHe M BAPYTr AbSKOH MOJIOXKHJA ce6e Ha IpyAb PYKy H
YMUJIEHHO BCKpHYaJ:

— Yro 5 BUXY... nepeTsiru!

— Jla, 0. AbSIKOH. A Bbl pa3Be JIOGHTENb?

— $-to? Tocnoan! C Manbix Jer pbibapb ranuieii-
CKHH.

— A y MeHsi M JI0AKa €CTb.

— Ja Hy?

— Mepexu ectb. U Bcsikasg CHacThb.

— Jpyr! — Bckpu4an AbSIKOH. — A 4TO, eciu Obl...

OH noaMUrHyJ.

— 3aBTpa... Ha 30pbKe...

— Ha newa?

— A Boautcs?

— B 3acnonky BeanuunHoii.

— Jpyr... exem!

U onm ycenuch 3a cros, kak ao6pbie mpusitead. U B
MX pasroBopax MNOTEKJa, 3BeHS M CMesiCb, NMpPOXJAajHasi M
BeceJasi peka, a B riy6uHe ee 3aCBepKajlH 30JIOTHCThble ye-
wyiky Kapacei, Jeuield u okyHeit. Bckope Ha cTose 3anen
camoBap. JIbSKOH pacCKasbiBad O CBOell MeuTe XHUTb Haj
cseTsIoif pekoit; a Poka onucbiBaa emy noipo6HO U 06-
CTOSITEJIbHO pa3Hble TAaWHCTBEHHble peuHble MeCTa, ray6u
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M OMYTbl, I'le BCeria MOXHO HalNTH HaJWMa, peyHbie Mec-
YaHble OTMEJH, TJ€ KHMIUMS KHWHT xuGablii noays. A B
OKHa JOHOCHJICS HeCMOJKAIOIWMi TPe3BOH M 3BYKH Dasro-
paBluerocsi Becesbs.

Yxoas, AbSKOH CMPOCHI C YJBIGKOIA:

— Tak, sHayuT... KaK XKe... ¢ 6apaluKOM-TO?

doka Becesl0 OTMaXHYJCS.

— Ja Bor ¢ num!

I

B cene pasropanoch Beceabe.

Mo cay4aio B3saTus Mauu XHUBbIM Ha He6O B OrHEHHOH
KOJIECHHLLe, BCSAKHMH NpaBOCJaBHbIA uYeNOBEK CYHMTaJ CBoei
06S13aHHOCTbIO GbITb LIYMHBIM, MbSHBLIM, XOAUTb B OOHMMKY
C MPHUATENSIMH, POMOIJIaCHO YNMOMHHAaTb X MaThb U pOA-
CTBEHHHKOB, a MOJ KOHel, — OyilHO BoeBaTh C HUMH H3-3a
NPUHIMNHKAJAbHBIX pas3Horsacuil. Koraa cnycTuauch cymep-
KH, CeJI0 WAaTajJoChb, NeJOo, pyranoch, Urpajo Ha rapMOHH-
KaX, yXajo rie-To B TeMHOTe Mepey/JKOB B MPHUCTYre pas-
ryna, 3BeHeJO MEeHCKMMH KpHKamH, OypHO GylieBajo MJIH
6acoBHTO MeJI0 He COBCEM OTHOCsILeecs: K MPeAMeTy npasji-
HHKa:

Munamka mos,
PasyBa-a-a-b-Ka MeHS.

OkHa XaT CHAJIH, KaK B MJIIOMHHALMH.

Jlom 6GaTIOWIKK TOXKe JIMKOBAJL.

Tyxna cbexanaucb rocTH.

INpuexan 3aosepckuit cesimeHHnk o. Kupuk ¢ maryiu-
kofi. TpyaHo 6bLI0 Cka3aTh, KTO GoJjblue BecHT: 0. Kupuk
M ero martyuwka. M ¢ suia oHM GbUIM CXOXM: B KOMHATY
BXOJAWJIO TOYHO JBe JYHbl, TOJIbLKO OfHAa — C Gopono#, a
Apyrasi — coBceM kpyraas. O6a Gbliu Becesble U FOBOPHJIH
6acom. Tosnbko o. Kupuk roBopua GoJbllie 0 MAajeHuUax H
NOKOMHMKAX U O MX 6e3J0XOAHOCTH, a MaTyllKa — O Ky-
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pax, CBUHbSIX MU KOPOBaX B CBSI3M C GJM3KMM CBeTONpecTa-
BieHueM. [Ipuexan o. Kponua, — uesnoBek OAMHOKHMH, yep-
Hblll, yrpiombiil, MOJYaJMBbIH, OXUBJSABLIMACS TOJNBKO MPH
croBe:

— Tloxanyiite k croay!

Y cTosa OH MOCTENEeHHO AEeJaJICS BeCeJbiM, KPUK/MBLIM,
IWIYMHBIM ¥ 3aMEHSJ LeJYI0 TOJmy.

[Mpu6bl1 Takxke u3-3a peku 0. BeHenukT, moxoxui Ha
mouy. ¥ Hero GoJbwiasi 60poja M Kpyrible riasa, HHU4ero
He Bblpaxaroliue. [0BOpUI OH THXO, COMMAHO U BCE GoJblie
OT NMHUCaHHs, KaKk Obl COMHEBasiCb B KaX(JlOM CBOeM Luare H
CTpeMsACb OnpaBjaTh €ro.

— Beanuut aywma mos 'ocroja, aaxe u BbinuBas, —
rosopua oH. — H60, uyTo Hu penaem, Bo caaBy Boxwuio je-
JlaeM.

A BOKpYr Hero CTOSJ1 TOMOH M KPUK IbSKOHOB M3 CO-
CeJHUX NPUXOJAOB M NPHUYETHHKOB, He BCE MOHMMABLIUX W
CMesIBLIMXCS HEBMONaj, U3 yroXIeHHs.

— Torpa s aBe, — KpH4Yan KTO-TO, — BO CJaBYy
Boxuio!

A o. Kponua yxe 3aMeHsJT LeJyl0 TOJMY:

— Jbsixona! Ciona, coga! Ce Tpy6uT apxauredn:
Waus... B3siT Ha He6o. Kosechuna ero... rpom, rpom! Bot
OHO OTKyaa!

On auKo xoxOTan.

— A nepej, r(POMOM-TO... KTO CO MHOU?

— 9§, 9, — oT3bIBaINCh AbAKOHA.
M npuyeTHHUKN Kpuyamu:
— 4, sl

O. Kpouun usrubancs B cmexe.

— A nocne rpoma.. 1 ¢ Bamu. Xa, xa, xa! Otupi!
Bpatue! Cpogunubl! CoGyTHUIBHUILBI!

OH nen:

— Ipu-u-u-u-aure... Bol-bI-NbeM!

OT cTona OH yXe He OTXOLMI.

U naxe, ocTaBasiCb TaM OJMH, KpM4aJ M MeJ Tak, 4To,
Ka3aloCh, y CTOJMIA KPUYUT M MOET HECKOJbKO YeJOBeK.
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O. BanenTnH c6uiacs ¢ Hor, yrouias.

— Toxanyiite, noxanyiite, — CyeTHJCH OH.

U Bapyr BcnomHua:

— A rzae xe nanama, Jluza? Yto xe OH He NO34paBUT
C Npa3siHUKOM-TO?

Maryuika, NyHUoBasi ¥ Becesas, noxaja IjedaMH.

JbsikOHa He OBLIO.

On HekoTopoe Bpemsi GecepoBaa ¢ o. Kupukom o no-
KOMHMKAX, BEeXJHBO BbICAyWan MoApo6GHOe CooGblLeHHe
o. Kupuka o TOM, Kakoif MOKOHHMK B KaKOM mnpuxoje
CKOJIbKO CTOMT, M KaK HHYero He CTOAT MOKOWHMKM B 3a-
osepbe. [loTOM NOKOpPHO OTAAJICA BO BJIACTb MAaTYIUKH
o. Kupuka, nocssiTuBiueit ero B TailHy OTHOLIEHHS KYyPHILbI
K CBETONpeCTAaBJEHHIO.

— Tleryxom! — BoaHOBanach matymka. — Bupanxoe
au geno? Ho cama cabiiana. TloBepHynach Kypuua JHLOM
K BOCTOKY... M 3anena! A, Beib, C BOCTOKAa M JOJKHO Ha-
yaTbCsl. Buamte, Bce npusHaku. U eme BOT.. KOpOBa...

JbsikOHy OBITO CKY4HO, €ero MaHWJIa YJuLa.

Ho emy ewe npuuioch BbicaywiaTh 0. Beneaukra, ko-
TOpPLIH CKasaj, OCTAHOBHB Ha AbSIKOHE KpYrJble M HUYero
He BbIpaxcaioliye riasa:

— Ilpuwen yenoBek Hekuit M Mocesia MJeBeJbl.

OH cnerka noTporan JAbsIkOHa 3a IpyAb.

— Kak 3to nonsite?

— JluaBoa... — Hayaj GblIO JAbSKOH.

Ho o. BeHeaukT nepe6ua ero:

— He cam anuno. Yepes cayr csoux. Ilocemy, kKoraa
AOHOIY HA OHbIX... MPABUJIBLHO JIM MOCTYTAI0?

— Xpucroc noseJjea npoumaTb, — po6KO CKasan Absi-
KOH.

O. BeHeaukr eue Gosnee OKpPYIJIMJ ra3a.

— 51 u npomaiwo. MHe kakoe JHeso... i He CyAbs. A
ILoHecTH HyxHo! U60 ckasaHo: Boxue — Borosu...

TyT Ha AbsikoHa Hanan o. Kpouun.

OH Haman Ha Hero Kak-TO M CrpaBa, W CJeBa, W MO-
3aJM, M KpHuaJ eMy cpa3y B 06a yxa:
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— Byab-6yab-6yab... [Noitaem-ka... u3 crexkaspyca!

Ho absikOH 3amaxan pyKkamu u yGexan.

OH BbilIes BO JABOp M 3a BOpOTa Ha IVIOMLAaAb, TAe
TeMHeJla LepKOBb, H Ha (POHTOHe ee, B OTGIeCKax CBeTa
M3 OKOH, BHAHesnach ¢urypa Wiamu; B KoJecHHLE, YyCTpeM-
JsiBlIeiics B He6O, OH TO BbIIBUraiCs Ha CBET, TO CKpbIBaJl-
csi, GYATO MBITAJNCS yJeTeTb, U He MOT.

Ceno G6ypauno.

Ero Beceible KPMKH M MECHH Nepelld B THKeJOe,
6yiiHoe GopmoTranbe. Kak npu3paku nbsiHoro cHa, BAOJIb
XaT M 3a60poB MpoGHpaNUCh JIOAH HEeBEeAOMO KYAa, HeJemno
TBIKasiCb, B HEJOYMEHHH OILYNbIBasi BO3AYX HEMOC/YIIHbIMH
nanbuamu. U, Bctpedascs, He morau pasoituce. U, GyiiHo
BCIIOMHHAas MaTeped, LIVIM BOWHOH JApyr Ha jApyra, HO He
MOIJIN BCTPETHTbCA. A M3 pacnaxHyThIX OKOH, BMecTe C
TYCKJIbIM CBETOM YaAslMX JIAMII, JWINCh NMOTOKH TSKKOIO,
HewleHOpa3JeJbHOro GOpMOTaHbsl, NMepexoiuBIUIero B AU-
KHe BOIJIM SIPOCTHOH CXBAaTKM WJM CJIe3JMBOe MPHUYMTAHHE.
JbsiKOH BHAEN 3a OKHaMM GJIeHble JIMIA C HCKPUBJIEHHBIMH
pTaMH, € AMKMM B3IVISIAOM HAJMTHIX KpoBblo raas. Kasa-
JIOCb, CMIUPTHBIA yparaH MpPOHECCsl Haj CeJOM M OCTaBHJ 33
co6oii Gesymue: ceso Bnaao B TOT Opel, KOrAd BCeJeHHas,
c ee Borom, KOTOPOMYy TOJIBKO YTO yCepJAHO MOJIMIHCD, C ee
CcKOpObIO, OT KOTOPO# TOJbKO YTO MJaKajH, MpeBpallaeTcs
B BeceJyi0 Y MSLIYLLYI0 TYMaHHOCTb, B 6e30pexHYI0 peKy,
KOTOPYIO HHIOYeM nepeiT BOpOA, WM B JIMLO Bpara, KOTO-
poe HYXXHO HeMeMJEeHHO COKpYWHTb. BCloay AbsikOH HaTbI-
KajJcs Ha JoAeH, AepyLUXCs, KaK BO CHe, TSXKeJIO U MOJ-
ya. [lepecTynaj yepe3 »uBble TPYnbl y 3a60pOB...

— Hy u nblo-10T! — Kayaja OH roJioBo#.

W nepeBoxua B3rasig B He6O, kak Obl OXHAas YBH-
JeTb TaM NpOHOCserocs B kojecHuue Hauo.

Ho He6o 6GbLIO MYCTO M MYTHO, 3Be3Jbl €]Ba MepLaIH.
TbMma Gbl1a MPONMUTaHA 3aNaxaMH.
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TOYHO FMraHTCKMA YepHbIA POT, y/AHMLA AbILIANA aJIKO-
roieM ¥ 6GopMoTana pyraTeabCTBa; He ObUIO MaTepH Ha
cese, KOTOpylo Obl He KJASIM B JApake, B Crope, B MOJyCHe
WM NMPOCTO B MPHUCTYyMe BeCe/ibs, — H CKONMOM H B OJH-
HOYKY.

Ho absikoH Obl1 MPHBLIYEH K 3TOMY.

OH TOJAbKO COMHEBAJCH:

— Heyxemu... u doka?

A eMy TaK XOTeJOCb OTNPaBHUTbCS HAa peKy, Mo Ty-
MaHHOW 3ape CKOJb3UTb B KaMblllaX, CHAETb, B YyTKOM
OXMAAHMH, HAJ TAUHCTBEHHOH riyGMHOIA...

Y &doxu xaTa Obl1a TeMHa, HO CO JBOpa CJbILAJICS
BeceJiblil KPHK M TOMOT. ¥ JAbSIKOHA 3alemuno cepaie. OH
OCTOPOXHO MPOKPAJCH K MJeTHIO, YToObl B Cily4yae 4ero
He3ameTHO yiTH. Ho, 3arasinyB uepes nueTeHb, y/blGHYJICS
BO BCe JIMLO.

Cpeau aBOpa, y MOACOJNHYXOB, CTOSJ1 CTOJ, Ha CTOJE
KHMeJl CaMOBap M Jiexana rpyjia NHpOroB M 3aKyCOK; Yy
caMOBapa XJOnoTaja Becejlass MaJieHbKas JKEHILWHA, M BCE
npUroBapuBana:

— Kymwaiite, IeTpoBuu! Bacuanit TepeHTbeBHuU... yeM
Bor nocaan.

B GarpoBom cBeTe OMUILIBIIMX OrapKOB MeJIbKaJH Be-
ceJible JIMLLA MYXHKOB, 60pPOAAThIX U XMeJbHBIX.

— BapBa-a-a-pymka! — m060BHO GOPMOTa/NH OHH.
U urpanv B Bo3ayxe najbLiaMH.
— Jla yx Mbl...

— A yx Bhl Kywaitte.

— Toi 6bl, Mamalla, ¢ HaMH NpUryoGuna.

— Csatnbl Mou. S u TO nbsHal

— A MblL.. Tepe3Bbl. Xa-xa-xa. Ax, Tbl... Bap-Ba-a-
pyuwka!

OHM TbIKalM HOCHl B PIOMKHM, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi TOYHO
HIOXaJIM, a MOTOM MEJJEHHO 3amnpOKUAbIBAIH TOJIOBH H C
6/12)KeHHBIM BHJAOM BbIMHBAJIH.

U npuHumanuch cMeaTbC.
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— doka-a-a! A Mbl 3a Te6Gf... 32 TBOe 3A0pOBbE.
Xa-xa-xa.

Ho doke Gbu10 Hekoria.

OH B 3TOT MOMEHT NMPUTHYJ K FaPMOHHKE rOJIOBY M TakK
3apaboTas Ha Hell majablaMH, 4TO OHAa CaMa, KasaJjoCh,
npeBpaTHJach B TOFO BeCeJOr0 MYXHYKa, MPO KOTOPOro
nena. U doka pasyxabucto noaneBan eii TOHKMM roJIOCOM:

A-a-axx... Thl, CYKMH CHlH, KAMapHHCKHHA MYXH-MK!

Jyx 3HaMeHUTOr0 MyXHYKa NOSBUJICA Ha npu3biB. BCE,
4YTO CHAEJO, COpPBaNOCh C MecT. Bcé, uto ewme moryo cTo-
SiTb, HayaJo BBLIKMABIBATH KOJIEHA, NMPHCEAATb, KPYXHUTbCH,
KOPYMTbCS U yXxaTb. [leTpoBud, desoBek 6e3 GOPOAbI H C
BeceJIbIM HOCOM, BCKOYMJ Jaxe Ha CKaMblo, HO TOTYAC, KaK
6bl HbIpsisi, Mcue3 B MOACOJHyxax. Bacuauit Tepentbuy,
CJIOBHO BeCb CpabOTaHHbIi M3 uepHOH, MSIrKOH KOIIMBbI,
GeCluyMHO mpuceian M, HalyB LIEeKH, BbIKMAbIBAJ HOrHM B
YepHbIX BaJeHKaX, MOJAbIMas Nbulb. Bcé€ cmewanocs B BUX-
pe KpyTswuxcs Tehd. Jlaxe MoACONHyXH 6yATO TPACAMCH OT
CMeXa M KHBaJH XeNTbIMH roJIOBaMH. A BOKpyr nasmyuiei
TOJMbI YTOYKOH 11a BapBapa u nmoMaxuBaja nJIaTO4YKOM.

— Ba-pBa-a-pymka, — kpuyanu eft no060BHo: — ait
Aa 6aba...

— A Hy, cBaThl MOH... KTO MHe MOJ napy?

— 4, a!

IMeTpoBHY yxKe BBINOJA3 M3 MOACONHYXOB.

— 91, BapBapyuika, s!

OH BCTan B mo3y, BbINATHUA FPYAb W COTHYJ KOJEHO.

— ¥xx!

Ho He aBuHyics.

— 2Kapsp, IleTpoBuy!

— ¥x, — onsiTb KPUKHYJ OH.

Cen Ha HOCOK, BBIKMHYJ HOT'y W MOCKakajl BOKpyr Bap-
Bapel. A BapBapa TouHO pasjyBanach M Kayajaacb. M Ku-
Baja CMeLUMCS JHLOM. Poka OGMICS C rapMOHHKOM Be-
ceqbiM 60eM. MyXHKM peBeqM OT yAOBOAbCTBHA. IleTpo-
BHY XJOnan B JajOlIM M Heccs BOokpyr BapBapel, kak Obl
naaasi.
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Bapyr BapBapa octaHoBuaach M BCKpHYana:

— Afi-sit, 3T0 uTO 3a AyX 4epe3 3a60p CMOTPHUT?

Bce o6epHyaucs.

— OJT10 1, — cKasan ,llbﬂKOH BeceJo.

— Kro?

— JIbSKOH.

doka OT6POCH] FapMOHHKY.

U BOT yxK IABSIKOH CHIe] 3a CTOJNIOM, U €My KpHYaju
€O BCeX CTOPOH:

— 3BoHapb Thl Hall.

— 3aneBaso HOMep mepBblii!

IMeTpoBu4 THAHYJACA K HeMy C piomkodl. Bacuauit Te-
PeHTbHY MBbITANCS MOHMaTh ero B CBOM KOIIOMHble 06Bb-
arus. BapBapa HaksnazbiBana emy nuporos. A doka KpoTKO
CMOTpeJl Ha Hero XMeJbHbIM IJIa3KOM U BCE MBITAJICA CKa-
3aThb eMy:

— O...TelL... AbSIKOH... ... JI0G6...10 Te6s...

Ho y Hero Bcé BbIxoausO:

— Y6b.. 10-10...

XoTs oueHb JIOGOBHO.

IMorom BeinuBain. U eue.

[ToToM Bce LIYMHO Bpa3 TFOBOPHJH.

l'oBopun u cam absikoH, U Poka, u BapBapa, xors
KaxXcAblil 0 CBOeM, HO B 0O6LIEM MOJYHaJIOCh YTO-TO AJISt KaX-
aoro uHTepecHoe. IleTpoBHY paccyxpan o cnoco6ax 3BO-
Ha. Bacuauit TepeHTbuu yGexkaan AbSKOHA NMOCTYMHUTb K
HUM Ha npuxoj M o6Gewan eMy Ha HOBOCeJibe KOpOBY. Ibsi-
KOH mnocJjie lecTOH PIOMKH BCIIOMHHJI KaKOro-TO HeOObIKHO-
BEHHOr0 COMa M MOJApPOGHO OMHMChbIBAJM, Kak JoBua ero. Ha
sto [leTpoBuu Bo3paxan YTO-TO HacHeT MACXaJbHOrO Tpe-
3BOHa, a Bacwmii TepeHTbHY, HaKOHeL, MOAMaN AbSIKOHA U
NPHXHUMAJICS K €ro JMIy KOWOMHOH 6opoxoit.

— O. ABSKOH... Ap-p-yr... BO3MoOU1 Tebs!

Ho absiKOH elne TOJMbKO ycnea yXBaTUTb coMa 3a ao-
PBI M, BbICOBbIBast MOJIOBY M3-32 KOLIOMHOIO Mie4ya Bacuaus
TepeHTbHua, KpHyau:
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— A OH... KaK MONpeT MeHs... B ri1y6b, B riayOb!

U 1bsikOH Becequscsi, BOOGpaxasi Kakyl-TO BecCeayio
peKy u BeceJioro coma.

K HeMy TAHyJaMCb C pIOMKaMu,

BapBapa rosopuaa:

— Tlpury6bTe, 0. ABSKOH... C NMPa3ZHUYKOM-TO.

JbsikoH npury6ua.

Y, 3a6biB npo COMa, BHE3aNHO BCIIOMHWJ, YTO CEerojHs
UabuH peHb. OH Bcran u ymuauiacs. Y co cresamu Ha raa-
3aX HayaJ roBOpHUTb, KaK Muaiacs no He6y Waus B kozec-
Hulle orHeHHoit. OH cMoTpen BBepx M BHiea Uimio, Bece-
Joro Uauio Ha Becesom HeGe.

U xpuyvan:

— 2Kusoit! 2XKusoi#t! CmoTpu... u papyerca! M6o Bce
Mbl... CbIHBEI U OpaThs ero. M xorjpa 3emisi COXHET OT 2Kaphbl
COJIHEYHOl, OH IpeMUT M nocbllaeT AOxJAb. M Korza cepa-
lle COXHET OT rpexa, OH MOChLIaeT cJe3bl Mokasuus. 160
JAyXaM GeCn/IOTHBIM HEMOHATHBI I'PEXH HAIlUH, a OH... XHUBOH!

JbSIKOH MOJHMMAN BBEpPX PYKH.

— OH... noHNMaer.

Ha 3To IleTpoBuy 06bACHMI, KaK Hajo 3BOHHTb B Be-
aukuit moct. Bacmiuit Tepentbuuy oOHuman [lerpoBuua n
MJaKaj, ¥ MOBTOPSN 33 HUM:

— J0-0-0-H, 150-0-H!

doKa BCE ellle MBITAICH YTO-TO CKA3aTh, HO He MOT.

Torna, ¢ rops, OH yxBaTul rapmoHuky. U us Hee
BAPYr MNOJUJIACh TaKasi BecejJasi peyb, YTO MYXHKH, a 3a
Humu U TletpoBuy, u Bacumnii TepeHTbUY, BCKOJBIXHY/HCh,
METHYJUCb, YXBaTWJINCb APYTr 3a Apyra, BCe Bpas CIABHHY-
JUCb C MeCTa, NPHUCEe]H... M TOlleJ CHOBAa TOMOT, KPHKH,
NbUIb CTONOOM.

BapBapa nabuia yToukom.

A 1bsIKOH BCE ellle CTOSJI C MOAHATBIMU K HeGy pyKaMH.

W Bapyr mo Juuy ero pasiaujach 6JaxceHHast yJsblOKa.
OH noxo6pan noApsACHUK, MOTUXOHbKY CAeJaJ Wwar, Apyroi.

W Bapyr npuces, yxHyi...
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— Aii, ia IbSKOH... MOJIOALA! — KpUYaJH eMy.

— Co mHo#, co mMHO#, — wu3ru6anace Bapsapa.

JbAKOH Lies roroJieM, KOJecOM, BepCTOM, MATEPKOH,
yxan, crubancs, BhIpoCcTal, CTaHoBuiACA ¢epToMm, OyATO na-
Ja/l BrMpaBo, BJeBO, MYaJ Brepej, Kjal rojoBy Ha IJIEYH.
Bapyr 6yato cen Ha 3em/io H, B36pachiBas NOAPSCHHUK, CTaJl
TaK BbIKHABIBATb HOTHM, YTO TOJMNAa NpeBpaTHAaChb B OJLMH
XMeJbHOH, cmetomuiics U peBywwmit por. BapBapa He yrep-
neja u cama nowaa B npucsiaky. A doka npuobpen cBsi3-
HOCTb peuYH, MOAHSAJ FapMOHHMKY Hajk roJioBoit H, BCE ewle
Mrpas Ha Heit, 3aKpuyaja 3BOHKO:

— bacra... ympy 3a Te64... AbA-S-KOH...

Koraa apsikoH, pacTepsiB nmo NyTH MNPOBOXAaTHIX,
OLLYMbIO Halllesl NMOMOBCKHUiT JOM, GaTIOIIKHUHBI FOCTH pa3b-
e3xanucb. Ha kpblabue crosin co cBeuoit o. BaneHTuH M
rOBOPHJI B TEMHO€ NMPOCTPAHCTBO:

— Munocti npocuM... Bcerja BaM pajbl.
C kpbuibua cBoguau o. Kponupua.

OH 6bl1 CHOBa YrpioM, MOJYQJIHMB M CBELIWBAJI TOJIOBY
Ha rpyab. I'ie-To B TemMHOoTe cabluancs 6acox o. Kupuka.

— A kak y Bac HacyeT... MIajeHLeB?

— JIByrpuBeHHblit.

— Buaure, BuauTe. A y Hac... necsiTb Koneek!

O. Beneaukr 6ecCBA3HO KpHuaJ, OTBICKMBAasi TapaH-
Tac He TaM, TAe Hajo:
© — Cxakawe u urpasi... 3To npo Jasupa. 3HauuT,
HaM... rp-p-eliHbIM... pa3... pe..

OH cMo/K BHe3amHO M KakK GYyATO HaBCeria.

Iponesu KOJOKOJbYMKH.

Bcé 3saruxio.

Bsowna ayHa.

Y Kpbuiblua cnai no3a6biThiil AbSKOH.
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JbSIKOH ABa AHSA BaJs/IC Ha ceHoBaje. Y Hero GoJenu
HOTH H JIOMWJIO CnHHY. XapKo TYT GbLIO JIEXKATb Ha Nblb-
HOM M JAYILIUCTOM CeHe, — Kkak B 6aHe. Ho apsikoHy 3TO
HPaBHJIOCh.

— Kak manuHy nbeiib, — roBopHJ OH MaTyiuke Jluse:
— MOT rOHMT. A C MOTOM BCSIKai XBOPb BbIXOJMT.

— XBopb-TO Obl1a BeceJasi, nanaiia, — yCMeXHyJacb
MaTyLIKa.

Jbsikon cxoHdy3uics.

— bec, — noxkpytun on rojsoBoii: — Gec ropamu
Kayaer.

— Hy, kaxo#t xe Tyt 6ec, nanama, nMpocTo MOAry-
JISIH.

JbsikOH HMCnoano6bs B3rJSAHYJA Ha ee HaCMeLNIHBOe
JIMLO.

— CeaTbiM oTwIeAbHHKaM B PuBamie, — CKasaa OH,
— 6ec siBasics B 0Opa3e 3Bepsi, MOJ CBHHbIM WM COGauybHM
o6mukoMm. YyTb 3a6yayT ABepb nepeKkpecTHTb, OH M TYT.
A MmHe...

JbSIKOH B3LOXHYJ M YXMBUIbHYJCS.

— M-He oH Bcerja SBJASUICS B CTeKJISSHHOM BHJe.

— A B BHJe XEHIUMHbI? — JyKaBO B3rJsHyJla MNO-
naabs.

JlbIKOH BCTBIXHYJI.

— Or 3toro Bor cnac, — onmycTH1 OH JMLO: — Aa
y MeHsl 1 AbSIKOHHLA-TO Gblna... cTporas. XoTs...

— Yro?

— Exean OTLIENbHHKH... HAM-TO T'PELIHbIM K COBCEM
TpyAHOBaTO. YTO roBoputb, GblIO pas... UCKYyLIEHHE.

Marymka Tak ¥ npunasa rpyablo K CTOJNY, OXHAAS.

— Bbu10?

— JleBHuia oaHa... mpuxoxaHka. B uepxsu Bcé Bnepe-
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A4 CTAHOBMJIAaChb M CMOTpeJia TaK JACKOBO. A MOTOM NHCb-
MO MNpHCJana.

— Hy? Hy?

— Hy... akaduct s uuran BapBape BesMKOMyueHuile
Kax bl JeHb MO HECKOJbKY pa3... eMMTHMHMIO Ha ce0s Ha-
A0Xxua, U noct. Takxe oGewanbe fan.. k Tpouie-Cepruio.
IMpowo.

JbSKOH KPYyTHJ rOJIOBOit M yCMeXaJcs.

— Yro yx Tenepb roBOpHTb... CTap M Cel. A AeBHla-
TO ObuIa... X0-po-as!

B sToT jAeHb, BO3BpaTACb C MPUXOAa, 0. BaneHTuu
BJeTeJ B KOMHaTy, Kak GeweHbiii. He rosopsi HM cJ0Ba,
TOYHO He 3aMeyasi XXeHbl M JAbSKOHA, OH BBICHINAA JAPOXKa-
IIMMH PYKaMHM M3 KapMaHOB MeJAsikH, 6pocan cepeGpsiHble
MOHeTbl, BbIKMAbIBaN OyMaxxku. JIBa cepeOpsiHbiXx py6as
CAeNaly MO CTOJNYy BOJBT, NMPBLIFHYJH HAa MOJA M YKAaTHIHCh
B yroJa, noj wkan. O. BaneHTHH TOAbKO 37106HO GPOCHI HM:

— TIlpuiraitre, npoiraiire!

A matymka noabupana HX.

Ha crone Bckope Jexana uenas rpyfa JAeHexHOW
CMeCH.

— Oro, — HeyBepeHHO paccMesICsH AbSKOH: — MO-
HeT-TO... COBCEM MO-TOPOACKH.
— Yro? — BenbuMa Gatiowka. — [lo-ropoacku?

Ara! Tak HeT, Bbl cocyuTaiiTe... Bbl cocyurtaire!

On 6eran u KpyTHJICS MO KOMHaTe W BBIKHUABIBAJI PYKY
K cToay.

— CocuuraiiTe! A moTOM 9 BaM CKaxy...

OH yaapui1 KyJlakoMm Mo CTOJy.

— C menst 10BOJIbHO!

MoseTbl 3anpeiraim.

Ho MaTtylika yxe oxBaTH/a UX PYKaMH M NMpPHHSIACh
cuuTaTh, a 0. BanenTuH ckpbuics B kaGuhere. OH YTO-TO
nepek/aaiblBajg TaM, POHSN Ha noia. U Bapyr BbiGexal, Kak
6bl BeCb B I'HeBHOM meHe.

— A ckaxy f npexJje Bcero BOT YTO... CTBILHO, Ma-
nauwa!
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JbSKOH YAUBUICS.

— Meue?

— Bam, BaM, — kak Obl gasa o. Banentun: — apy-
XHTb C MOMMH Bparamu... ko Iunar! CreigHo. Ilpepanu
co6cTBeHHOro chiHa. §1 Bcé 3Haw. Bcé! I'ie Bbl M3BOAMIM
6biTh! C KeM H3BOJIMIM OTIJISICHIBATH? YNHUTbCA M3BOJWIH
B KOMNaHuM mojeit 6oromepakux. Ara! Crapuuek... cTapu-
yek Boxwuii.

Y OH He 3HaJ, YTO ellle CKa3aTb, TOJbKO MOBTOPS:

— Aii-qit... crapuuek!

Maryuika CMyLIeHHO CKasaja:

— Baas!

JbsIKOH BCTaJ.

I'y6el ero apoxaau OT OGHABI, HO OH 3aroBODHJ
CAEpHAHHO:

— Ecan g nperpewnn.. sko Hoi, He ynopobasiics
Xamy. Krto TBI, cyaus, uToGbl CyauTb OTua cBoero? Y
TebGsl Bparu? A MHe BCe JIIOAM APY3bs... 3TO Moe zeno. Ho,
nperpewusiuy, kak Hoil, He MOBTOPIO ero MpoKAATbA, XOTH
Borom paHa MHe Ha To BaAacTb. Bellb, Tl BCE-TaKH y MeHs...

JIbSIKOH rOpbKO YCMeXHYJICS:

— ExuHCcTBeHHBI..

O. BaneHTHH cnaa ¢ ToHa.

— Ho... Beap, mocyaute camu, nanaia... NpecTHX
AYXOBHOrO JIHLA.

— 51 Te6s Ha JBe HOXKM NOCTaBUA? — CTPOro
npepBaj IbSKOH.

— To-ecTb, KaK 3T0?

— M nocox a Teb6e Bpyuua... Hayky? Hy, Tak u uau
cBouM nyTteM. A a cBoum uay. EcTb cTapuHHas noroBopka:
fillla Kypully He yuyaT. A TO, Belb, Y KypHlbl U KPbUIbS
€CTh... noabepercs, Aa H YJETHT.

— WM sqitlua 6pocuT? — KpPHBO ycMexHyiacsa o. Ba-
JIEHTHH.

— Jla, xosu OHM He fiiLa, a... GOATYHbI!

WM IbSKOH cel K OKHY M CTal CMOTPeTb Ha peKy.
O6upa ¥ BMecTe KaKasi-TO CMYTHasi TOCKa ropejd B
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HeM. OnsiTb nepes HUM METANCs YYXOH YeJOBeK M KpHual
3BEHSLMM 'OJIOCOM, M BOMWJ, U FOBOPUJ HEHYXKHble CJIOBa.
Ho yx AbsikoH He caywian uX.

Kak ckBO3b COH, JoJieTalM K HEMy OTPBIBKH pasro-
BOpa:

— ..TaKca... 0 Takce... C TaKCOil...

OH ucKoca MOCMOTpeN Ha jeTeil.

Maryuka Bc€ emie cyuTaNa JeHbrH, CTaBHJIA MX CTOM-
KaMM, packjJajbiBala Ky4Kamu, U Oblia BCSl MyHUOBas OT
BOJIHeHHs. A 0. BajleHTHH TO NPHHUMAJCS NOMOraThb ei, TO
6eran Mo KOMHaTe, B3MaxuBaJ pY4YKaMH M KpHUYal... KpH-
yaa BC& OLHO, Ka3aJoCh JAbSKOHY, CJIOBO, BCE TO e CJIOBO:

— Taxkca!

JIbSIKOH MBICJIEHHO OMSITh YIleJ K peke.

Beuepom o. BanenTnn ckasan emy:

— Tanawa, He cxoauTe JH Bbl CO MHOH K MOUM ApY-
3bsM? HyxHO 0GCYyAMTBL OLHO OYeHb BaxHOe JLeJo.

JbSIKOH MoJ4a COrJacHJCS.

Hoporoio o. BaseHTHH ckasan emy:

— A doka-To. Y6oscs, 3Haere...

— Yero?

— TI'nHeBa Mmoero! B3sn Hasax npouenue.

U o. BaneHTHH nOrposuj KOMy-TO MaJjblieM B TE€MHO-
TY HOYHYIO.

— O... 1 ux nHayuy!

Y KyAnacToro JIaBOYHHKA CHJAENH XAHAAPM, LEPKOB-
Hblit crapocta M nucapb. Kak Tosabko Bowea GaTiomka C
JAbSIKOHOM, Ha CTOJe MOSIBWICS CaMOBap, CJAacTH, BOAKA H
3aKycka.

— bBnarocnosure Tpanesy, — npoxpunes JaBOYHHK.

— Bo umsa Orua...

BaTiowka 651arocjgoBuI CTOJ.

ToTuac Xxe BbIMHIH.
HemeaneHHo XaHjapM Hadaia pacckasbiBaTb MpO re-
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Hepaia-maiiopa Beka u ero npukmovenns Ha Kaskase. Iu-
capb CKPOMHO, C OMYILEHHBLIMH I/a3aMH, NepeGHBal €ro,
L06aB/ssg, YTO KOrjJa OH CAYXMWJI B ropoie, H Cpeau MNoju-
ueiickux GbUIM NMpaBeLHUKH.

— TloaBMKHHK, NMOIABHKHMK, — rOpS4Y0 PacCKasbiBas
OH NPO OJHOr0 OKOJIOTOYHOrO0: — OH MaTepHOe CJOBO 3a
BepcTy cabiuaid. BexuT, Gexut crapuuek.. u uon! U
OMNSITh, €XEeJW... LbIrapKky y pa6oyero.. W NWIMT, MOKa B
NOT He BrOHMT M B packasiHhe. A yx exeJu TeOs MbSAHbIM
YBUAHUT, HUKAaKUX pa3roBoposB... uon! Ja-a... [IaBna Augpe-
nya BCE€ HAyaJbCTBO yBaxalo.

KyaanacTolit 1aBOYyHHK BCE BpeMsi TOJBKO LIYMHO M FO-
YTUTEJbHO B3JAbIXaJl.

— Cna-c-cu, 'o-o-cnoau!

A LepKOBHbIH CTapoCTa MOBOAMJ TapaKaHbUMH yCamMH
M MoOJYajl, HO He CNyCKaJ rya3 ¢ BOLKH.

Ewe Bbmuam.

Tyt npurmoyeHuss reHepain-maiiopa bBeka mnpunsam
danTacTHyeckuil xapakTep: OH YHMYTOXWJI OLHO 3a ApYy-
rMM LieJble TUIeMeHa WHOPOALEB.

W xanzapm yrpiomo pajgoBaJcsi:

— Exenn yenoBeKk He NMOHMMAET, TOJNbKO M OCTAETCA:
no Galike KOKHYTb!

IMucapb yxe KpHUKAMBO y6exJian CTapocTy:

— Exenu y uenoBeka MOHUMAHUSI HET, UTO e C HUM
crenaels... JlonGuu! A, Beab, CJIOBOM He BAOJAOHLIL. XpH-
cTOC A0A6MA CJM0BOM, a 4TO Bbiuio! Jlo cux mnop JoAu
aHadeMmbl.

CrapocTa He cnycka’ ria3 ¢ BOAKM M MOJYaJ.

A xaHJapM yrpioMo COrJacuics:

— 310 BepHO. KOKHH... OH M mnoiimeT!

bBaTolika ropsiuo corsacuics C JXKaHLApMOM:

— Bul npaBbl. UcTHHHO... 4TO XKe Apyroe ocraercsi?
TonbKo Kax Abli MO CBOEMY 3BaHHIO KOKaeT. Bbl — cabuaei,
a §, YTO MojeJaellb... c1oBOM. CioBo — Meu Boxuit! A
NPaBUTENLCTBO JOMKHO BCeX...

OH noausia nanerl.
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— 3akoHom!

— 3a G6es3akoHue XpHCTOC UeJ/ble ropoia pasops-
€T, — MpayHO CKas3aJ )XaHJLapM, — BOT HeJaBHO... OCTPOB
NpOBaNHICS.

JIaBOYHHK B3AOXHYJ.

— Cna-cu, I'o-o-cnojau...

A 6atiouika KpHyan:

— Cya Boxuii... BepHo! A onn He Goarca. Bot xors
6bl B3ATb 3JELUHUX MPHUXOXKaAH...

Euwe BbImuiIn.

Tenepb GaTioLiKa 3aBjaaje] NojemM pasroBopa.

OH cTOsi1 cpeau 3TOro nojas B rHeBHOH nose 06/U-
YUTeNsl U HampacHO MexXAy BOJYLOB M TepHMH MCKan R00-

poro cemMeHH, — ero He GbLIO.
— T[IbSHCTBO, pacnmyTCTBO... CKBEPHOCJIOBHE, — me-
peuucasii oH, — U BCIOAYy 6ayn!

On nmpuxoaus Bcé B Gosbliiee BO3OYxJAeHHe M KpHual,
YTO MOJIMTBEHHMKY 3a Tako#l Hapoj M MpeiCTaTeN0 Mpej
Borom Hy>XHbI BeJIMKHe CWIbl AJi 06aMueHust, H60 OH JEeHHO
M HOILHO MeyeTCs O MOrMbGalIuX Aylax, LUeJHT SI3Bbl rpe-
XOBHOCTH, MOJUT 'ocnona, na He mokapaet ctporo 6eamep-
HOe pacCmyTCTBO YMOB M cepjiell. A OHHM, BMeCTO Giaaromap-
HOCTH...

— Takca! — Bonusin oH. — Takca... MoxHoO iu 6GblI0
4YTO BhIAYMaTh Gosee Goromepakoe?

JbsikoH ¢ TpeBOroit Ha6moAaJd 3a CHIHOM.

A TOT KASNCAH, YTO He YCTYNMUT B 3TOi Gopb6e 3a CBOM
npaBsa, A0BeleT AeJo A0 eMHCKONa, 10 CHMHoxa. Beiue, ecimn
noHago6urcs. 160 CBSllEHHHK CaM JOJKEeH OLLeHMBATb CBOH
TpyA Ha HuBe l'ocnogHe#. OH cCBIIAICS Ha TEKCTHI, HA NpPH-
XOACKYI0 NMPAaKTHKY B APYTrHX MecCTax.

CrapocTa, HakOHell, He BbITepneJs.

— Brinbem!

TyT yxK pasroBop CTaj WIYMHbIM H BCEOGLLUM.

2KaHpapm rypnen, 4To TOJNbLKO reHepai-maiiop Bek mor
6bl BCE NMPHBECTH TYT B MOPAMAOK, a MHUCapb PeKOMEHAOBaJ
MaBna Angpenya. CTapocTa noa WyMOK Haiua ceGe CTakaH
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BOJKHM U yeAMHWJICS B yroa. BaTiolika kpu4an, 4To ecau no-
Hajo6uTcsl, — AyX reHepai-maitopa Beka u INaBna Auape-
H4a NMPOCHETCs B HeM... TONIbKO MyCTb €ro MOAAEPKAT.

— TycTb nopaepxat! — Kpuyan oH, BO3eBasi PyKH.

JIaBOYHHK WIYMHO B3AbIXaJ:

— Cnacwy, lo-o-cnojgu...

A xanpapm GypHO yBepsia:

— Bbl BaaCTh... noAAEPKUM!

IMucapb Bnaja B 4yBCTBHTEJIbHOCTD:

— bariowka. ... mo6mo Bac! fl... Bcé caenaio. Ilox-
JAepxy...

— IHoanae-e-pxum!

CTapocTa HeOXHAAHHO MOJYYH] Aap peuu U CKasan:

— Buinmbem!..

Ewe BbImuH.

JIbsiIKOH He3aMeTHO CKPBLICH.

v

Euie 3aps He 3aHMMalaCb, KaK JAbSKOH MPOCHYJCH:
KTO-TO 3BaJl €ro M3 TEMHOTbl TOHKHM roOJIOCKOM.

— Kr10? Yero Hagpo? — B NPOCOHKAX He NOHHMAa
JBSIKOH.

— 37O 4, 0. AbSKOH.

— Kro?

— &doka.

JbsikoH cTapajicsi coo6pasuTh, rie OH HaXOAUTCH H
4yTo 3TO 3a POKa, KaK BAPYr BCNOMHMI W 06pajaoBaiCsi:

— Bubl uto? Ha peuky, uto aun?

— Ckope#i, 0. apsikoH. CBet 6.m3KO.

— Ceilyac, ceityac...

Bckope oM maranau no TemHoit u conHoit yauue. Ilo-
TOM NepeyJKOM BBILLIM B CTeNb, POBHYIO U CMyTHYyW. [Tox
KPyTbIM Geperom nepej HHMH TYCKJIO 3acepeGpuaach peka.
doka, Wyplia KaMblllaMH, CABHHYJ JOAKY B Boay. Ocras-
Jsisi 32 co60it TeMHBbI#t, pacXoAsLuiica Clel, OHH BBHIVIBIIH
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Ha npoctop nieca. HeaBuxHas riaagp ero cBeTJena, Kak
NOTHOE 3epKajo, W OT Hee Liea cBexxuit xonoAok. CTyk
Becsia 0 GOPT JAajleKO Pa3HOCWICS,, TpeBOXa YTOK B Ka-
MBbILIAX.

Bepera TemHen.

M 3aaymuuBO MpOCTHPANOCh Haj HUMH TeMHOe He6o.

OT Bcero BOKpPYr HMCXoAuJo BredaTieHue cHa. Cnan
KaMbllll HEMOABHXHO, H COHHO KOJIBIXAJICSl, KOTJAa 3ajeBana
ero Jjozxka. Ilposerena BBepxy, MOJYaIMBO U 6eCLIYMHO,
KaK COHHas, HOYHas 3amosjasiuas nruua. Cnan jec, MyTHO
oTtpaxascb B Boje. M cama Boja cTpymnach, Kak COHHas,
H COHHO B3JblIXaJa B KaMblllax.

— 3Haio s TYyT OKyHeBOoe MeCTO, — wenTan Poka: —
yx& Tako# OKyHb BOAMTCH... B-BOT!

— OKyHbKOB /1106110, — TOBOPHJ AbSIKOH, — OKYHEK
npusTHas peibka. Kmoer xopowo. He To, 4TO Kakasi-HH-
6yAb TaM CHryIlKa... TOJNbKO Aywy BbhiMoTaeT. COJMMAHO OH
kmoeT. Jliobmo!

— A TO eCTh TYT B OLHOM MeCTE...

doka BeceJO MHraa rjiasoMm.

— Kapace.

— Her, yx ayuwme, Poka JleoHTbHY, K OKyHbKam
YajbTe.

IMoayn npexpaccBeTHbIl BeTepoK.

OT Hero Mejkas ps6b mouia Mo BOJAE, peKa NOTeM-
Hena M B3pynacek. Ho Betep cTHX, TO4yHO yGexan Kyaa-To
Ha MPOCTOp moJiell, KaK NMOCOJ OT JaNeKOro COJMHLA, U CHO-
Ba 3epKaJbHON CTajla peyHasi riaajb.

Y BLICOKOH CTeHbl KaMblllleii OHM TPHUBA3AJIH JOAKY U
CHAENM TaK THMXO, YTO BOJM3U LUENTAJHUCh COHHblE YTKH H
He yneTtanu. Jluwb Korja AbsSIKOH, 6pocasi KpIoYeK, yiapui
pykoio B 6OPT M ryiakuil 3ByK mnoGexan mo BOAe, YTKH
TPEBOXHO 3aKPSKalH, U BUAHO GBbLIO MO ABHXXEHHIO M Lue-
JIeCTY KaMmblllleH, 4TO OHM mocnemwHo ymasiBaau. Ot Gpo-
IIEHHOr0 KPIOYKa BCMJBbLT Kpyr, paspoccsi, y6exan k Ge-
peram.
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— Ha xepexa, — ckasajn AbSKOH, — 06JarocJjoBH,
T'ocnoan!

...3Be3Jbl raciy...

Pasropanace 3aps, kak GaeiHasi yabiOka.

Bcé BOKpyr mpocHyJoCb, 3aneso, 3auebeTasno, salue-
JIecTesI0 KpbUIbSIMH, CJIOBHO TMPHPOAA, CTPAXHMBas COH ewle
C TeMHbIX BeK CBOMX, OTKpblBaJla Becejble r/jasa.

JIbSIKOH MOJHSJ rOJIOBY.

— T[ITHUBI-TO, MTHLBI-TO...

C BeceJbIM JIMILOM OH OTJIsiJes PeyYHylo ryaib, 3ejeHble
Gepera M Ha TOH CTOpPOHe 3By4alllylo, KaKk Xopah, JeCHYI0
yauy.

— Bcsakas TBapp moet caaBociaoBue Tocnopy. Tso-
penre pyk Ero Bospaer Emy xBany. M uBeThl HCTOYAOT
dumuam Emy... U Bcsikoe apeBo JecHoe kak Obl MmoeT: —
o6naroaapio Ts!

JbSKOH jaxe MOBeJ MJIeYaMHu:

— Xopo-0-1o...

Ho Tyt momnaBok Jer u BApYr mnobexan KO IHY.

JIbSIKOH TOJIbKO CKasain:

— P-pas!

W Hax BojxO#, H3BMBAsiCb, 3anpbiraj LBETUCTbIA OKYHb.

— Wau-xa crooaa, nbsye, — roBOPHJ €MY JbSKOH.

OH OCTOpPOXHO M /MOGOBHO CHSJ1 OKYHS C YLOYKH,
nojepxan ero B pykax, jo6ysicb uM. U onyctun B ceTky.
[lorom Hacazua cBexxero 4epBsKa M COCPeJOTOYMJI BCE
BHHMaHHe Ha moruiaBke. A Poka yemy-To mpo cebs ycme-
Xalncs ¥ NOTOM 3aroBOpHI:

— OTyero 3710, 0. AbSIKOH, Bbl NP0 YeJOBEKA-TO M
3a0bIIM ?

— Kak Ttak?

— Bce... nooT! A oTHero OH OAMH CKBEPHOCJIOBHUT?

JbsSKOH moayMa/l M KpPaTKO CKasan:

— bec!

doka nocmeuBascs:

— bec-To0... 0HO KOHeYHO... TBapb xuTpas. A BCE XKe...
BoT 4 no 3emse cTpaHCTBOBaJ, Pa3HOro Hapojla nepeBuaal
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HH ecTb uucaa. Ml mpomex Ay nmpoyuM, CeKTaHTOB. Mx mHO-
ro B Hawel cropoHe. EcTb Takue, uTo B Gesbix py6axax
XOAAT... M JMIA y HUX CBeTAble. ECTb TOXe KHHXHHKH:
Kaxayio cBitylo 6ykBy oH Tebe pacckawxeT. U ectb ToXeE
TaKHe, 4YTO JbIpe MOJSATCS.

— Jlbipe-e? — yAMBWICA AbSKOH.

— Jla. B TeMHO#l KOMHaTe MpOBEpPHET AbIPY Ha CBET
M Jydy MOJHTCSl. ITO, rOBOpHUT, 0KO Boxue.

— Eperukn, — XMypo CKasal JAbSIKOH.

U otnmonycs.

— Ux wjer niameHb OrHeHHBbIH.

— A nouemy xe, CKa)XXuTe MHe, O. AbSIKOH, XHBYT-TO
onu no Boxbn? U kaxapiit kaxaomy — 6pat. Ha nepxos-
HOrO 4YeJIOBeKa MOCJAe HMUX MOCMOTPHILb... coBecTHO. Kax-
Ablit Apyr Apyry He Gpart... a moweHnuk! U bor-to y nux
TOMLKO Ha caoBecax. Jla exenn Gbl MxHsaro-to bora rae-
HUOYIb noiiMaTh 1a B JIHLO €My NMOCMOTPETb... Gec!

JbSKOH KPYTO M MOAO3PUTENbHO B3r/IAHYa Ha Poky.

M oTBephnyics.

— A He noexaTb JIM Ham Ha Kapacuka, Poka Jleon-
TbUY?

doka nocMeHBAICSH:

— MoxHo.

— Tam 1 Ha xkepexa NMOCTaBJIO, a TO 31eCh YTO-TO He
TOro... HagyBaeT pbibka Boxus.

OHM CJIOXHAH YAOUYKH M BBIMJIBJIK Ha CBETJYIO IlIaib.

CoJHue yxe B3oULIO, HO GbUIO ewle 6arpoBoe OT HC-
napeuuid. UyTb 3ameTHbI TymMaH BcTaBaa Haj Geperamu.
Peka ppiana xonoagkom. OHH CKOJMb3WIM MO TeueHuo. U,
Kasajaocb, Gepera 6exxalnM MHUMO HHX, — Oepera, NMOKpbi-
Thle CHMHMMH LIBETKaMH, TE€MM, YTO CBEpTHIBAIOT CBOM Je-
nectku aHeM. Koe-rjie uBa CKkJIOHsiIach, OyATO LeAysi BOAY.
Wian xmypo oTpaxaics B BOLe, CIOBHO B 3epKase, Jiec.

BHe3anHO HamoJHMJA OKPECTHOCTH TYJKHMI rosoc Ko-
JoKOJIa: 3TO 0. BaneHTHH cobupaics K0XaXuBaTbh MO NpH-
X0Ay. JbSIKOH CHSI WIAnKy M MeAJIEHHO MepeKpecTHICs.
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A konokon mex:

...JO-YH... AO-YH... JOH ...

W3 kamblwieil WIyMHO BbLIETANM YTKH H, Aesas KpYyrH,
C KPUKOM yJleTajJid B MOJS.

— Jlioagne MevyTcsi, — 3aJyMUYMBO 3aroBOpHUI AbS-
KOH, — a HUKOMY e rousuy. Bc& um mano. U orroro...
3no!

OH wuckoca nocmotpea Ha Poky.

— A um 6bl pazoBaTtbcsi. He A1 HHX M COTBOPMA
Tocnoab Bcaueckasi? U conHue C JyHOM... M 3Be3fbl. 3eM-
JII0 pacnpoCTPaHWI BO BCe CTOPOHBbI H MOKPbII €€ LiBETAMH.
Xoau, yenoBeue Boxwuil, u papyiics, noyyasace y TBapei
noaHe6ecHsix... moil xBany. U caaBb! Bor nrHuka: no-
KJIIOET 3€PHbILIKOB... U MoeT. CMOTPUT Ha COJIHBIWIKO rjas-
KOM... U BeceJo eil. Papyerca. Bor u pbi6ka peunas...
Kaioner...

— W Ha ynouke, — noaxsatun Poka.

OH Beceno 3acmesucs.

— To-To u ecTb. A, MOXeT, KaXAblil YeJOBeK y KO-
ro-Hu6Gybp Ha ynouke cuaut? OTTOro M MedeTcs.

— ¥ Oeca, — ckasan AbSKOH.

OH HaxMypHJCS M CMOJIK.

— A ceKTaHTOB He J06/I0! — KpyTO 106aBHJ OH.
doka Mos4an U NMOCMEMBAJCH.

...Peunble Gepera pasouIHCb MOJYKPYTOM...
Ulnpokwuii, cBeTabIi MJIEC.

doka HanpaBua ndnxy K KpyTOMYy Gepery.

B Tenu JecHO#t yaiuM, TyT BOJA MOYTH He ABHMrajiach.
KopHu aepeBbeB BbIMMpaJM M3 INIMHMUCTOro Oepera M, Kak
4y JOBULUHBIE KOpSABble Majblibl, TAHYJHCb K TEMHOMY OMY-
Ty. C/I0BHO BeyHasi NMpOXJajHasi TeHb CTOPOXHJIA OMYyT.
Hax HHUM CKJIOHSJIMCH HelBMXHble MBBI M TOYHO IUIaKaju
cBeT/IbIMH cie3amu. C BblllIMHbI Gepera B Kero 3ajiyM4uBO
CMCTpeNH BeKOBble AyObl M Bfi3bl, CrHOasiCh Haj OGPBIBOM.
A HeMHOro jajiblie peKa CBeTJeJa M UCKPHIACbh, OTPaxas
COJIHLIE.
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Hax oMyTOoM K KOpHSM OHHM MNpHUBSI3aIH JIOAKY.

®oKa, HalaxuBas YILOYKH, CKas3ajJ MOTHXOHbKY:

-— OTu4ero 310 y Bac, 0. AbSKOH, CBET KJIHHOM CO-
wencsa?

— KauHoM? — yauBMACA AbSAKOH, — TO-€CThb, KakK
3TO?

— Bor BbL... CekTaHTOB He JoOuTe. A nMpaBOC/aBHbIE
AJsi Bac... y 6eca Ha yaouke cuaaT. Ctano 6biTb... M mpo-
YUX.. KOM CTapoBepbl, HyleH... HIH MYyXOMeTaHe... ¥ KOHX
cso#t Bor..

— ¥ uux bor noxHbIi!

— WMau BOT TaM... KaJIMBIKH...

— OnM B 3MHMS BepylOT, — XMYpPO CKa3saj JAbSKOH.

— IycTs. A pasBe coaHue Boxue He Ha Bcex CBe-
TuT? W Bcex paiyer.. 3ayeM e 4YeJIOBeK Ha uesJOBeKa
TOJMbKO X0JI0J4 HanyckaeT! W MoxeT /M 4gJIOBek CKasaTb
6paTty cBoeMy, XOTsi Obl U IpellHMKY, — He JIo6aI0 TeOs.

JbsikoH yxe cobupajcs GpOCHUTb KpioyeKk B BOAY, HO
3ajgepxkan ero B pyke u mosepHya k Poke auumo. U Bapyr
JIMLLO ero OCBEeTHJIOCh A0OpO#t yJbIGKOM.

— 370 BepHO, — BCKpnuan oH: — locnmoab MX pas-
GepeT; He Moe jxeno!

[Totom, nomonauas, ckocuiacs Ha Poky.
— A Bbl, YacOM, He CEKTaHT?

doka yCMeXHyJCSl KaK-TO 3arajiouHo.
— B uepkBu BeHuaH...

Tyt noxowo uenoe CTago OKYyHeid.

IMox noakoil, B raybuHy omMyTa, OHM 3aMHTEpecOBa-
JMCb YepBSIYKAMH M OAMH 33 APYrHM CTAHOBWIHMCH XKepT-
BOit p0BepuuMBOCTU. IIbsikOH U POKa TO M Aes0 MOJCEKaNH.
TeMHO-30JI0THCTble PbIGKH MeJbKald B BO3LYyXe M, CHSIThble
C KpIOYKAa, B MYTHOM Yyxace paseBajud MaJieHbKHe PThbl.
Jbsikon ¥ Poka HanpsixkeHHO MoJuaiad. MHorza ToJbko
AbSIKOH LUenTan:

— Hy, n pbifKka... TOYHO AbSKOHA B MAacCXaJbHbIX CTH-
Xapsx.
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Bapyr oH BeiTalua Jela.

— Oro, Tenepb apxuepeit noiiier, — BO3pajoBaj-
Csl OH.

Ho B TemHOit riy6HuHe, MOBUAMMOMY, MPOM3OLIIA Ka-
Kasi-TO JApama.

Bosbwe He KJIOHYJO.

Ha nonnaBk# CKy4HO CMOTpPeTb — TaK OHH Hemnox-
BHXKHBIL.

— Illyka nogowia, — coobpaxan AbSKOH: — JH6O
COM.

U oH cmesics:

— Koncucropus!

A conHue B36exano yxe BbICOKO, CTaJO 30J0TOE W
3HOMHoe. Bjaau Hax noasiMM CTOSJIO MapeBO, W TemJbli
BO31yX, KaK M3 neyd, BpeMeHaMH HamjbiBajJ OTTyAa. Bo-
Kpyr BCE Mmeso, CTPeKOTalO0, KPSKaJo, 3BOHKO MHILANO H
rie-To KBaKaJO, — TOYHO COTHH PTOB Bpa3 M3JaBajH
pasHorosiocbie 3BykM. BoasiHas kpbica mieckanach y Gepe-
ra. Kro-to co aHa nyckan nyswipu. [lo peke To u zeno
IIM KpPYyru urpawouieit poi6el. 1 B peky ynmagana uHoraa
yaiika, Kak Gesasi MOJHMSI. A B JieCcy neau ApPO3Abl, MajH-
HOBKH. U rae-To OJAMHOKO M OTYasiHHO KpH4ajia rajka.

¢oka c AbsKOHOM B306pajuch Ha KpyToil Geper, pas-
BeJIM KOCTep, BCKUNATWAM 4ai. U, cuas y o6pbiBa, YTOObI
BCE BpeMs BMJAETb KpIOYKHM, 6/1aroiywiecTBOBajJH CO CTa-
KaHaMH B pykax. JIbSIKOH npejaBajCsi BOCIIOMMHAHUAM O
pasHbIX Cayuyasix Ha pbiOHOH JoBae. Y BC& cmoTpen BOKpyr
1 Mo6oBajCs, ¥ B3JAbIXaJ PalOCTHO:

— Kakas 6aaroctb! ¥YmepeTb 6bl TYT... H TO Beceso.
A yx st MHe... kamuu. Hapoean!

— Kakne kamuu, 0. AbSKOH?

— Fopon!

doKa 3aJyMUHBO IJ/Isilesl Ha peKy.
N Bapyr cnpocun:

— Ortyero 3TO0, 0. AbSKOH, CBeT-TO Boxwii... ans Bac
4yKOM ?
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— Bor Bbl BCEé roBopuTe: He Moe JHeJO.

— Kak Tak?

JbsiKOH KPYTO M YyAMBJIEHHO noBepHyJcs K Poke.

— Ja uro Bbl, Poka JleoHTbHY, BCE C BOMpOCaMH?
Jaxe crtpaHHo!

— C XOpolHM 4eJIOBEKOM H NMOroBOPUTb MHTEPECHO.
A Ge3 BompocoB... kak xe? He npoxwuselub.

M kak 6Bl cuuTasi 3TO A€o0 MOKOHYEeHHbIM, Poka 3a-
rOBOPHJ 3a1yMYMBO H MEJJIEHHO:

— Bort BBl roBopuTe, 0. AbsIKOH... 3emias! OHO TOYHO.
PacnpocTpaHunach OHa, 3Ta camasi 3eMJs, OYMHHO Jaxe
wHpoko. Y uBeToB Ha Heil MHOro. A BOT MOHIOXaTb MX...
Heab3g!

— Kak, Henb3sn?

— U xoauTb no Heil, nMo 3emje-To, TOXeE... HEBO3-
MOXHO.

— Tlouemy?

— Yyxoe BCE.

doka B3r/sHyJ1 Ha JAbSIKOHA.

KpoTkuit rina3ok ero Gbl1 TeMeH M MbITJMB.

U Bapyr doka npeacTtaBuics AbSIKOHY KaKMM-TO ApY-
TMM, 4YeM 3a BCE 3TO BpeMSi: KaKHM-TO HOBbIM M OueHb
cepbe3HbIM. JIbiIKOHY Aaxe MOAYMasoCb, YyTO Ayiwia y Poku
— OMyT. — <A Kakas Tam pbi6a nuaBaeT... NOJH-Ka, pas-
6epu». Ho yx odeHb CKOpO AbSIKOH pa3obpal, YyTo U pbiba
TaM O4YeHb Cepbe3Hasl, TOJbKO He3HaKOMasi KaKasi-TO M
cTpaHHasi; To 3y6 uwly4ufi mokaxet, TO BApPYr oGepHeTcs
BeCeJIbIM TOJIOBJEM, & TaM yX 3TO M He FOJIOBJb, a COM,
Ja C TakMM PTOM, YTO BCeJIeHHYIO 3arjoTaeT. JIbSIKOH Ha-
NONOBUHY M He MOHHMaJ ero CJOB, HO M30 BCeX ero peuei
nepei HMM BCIUIbIBaNO, GMJIOCH, Myrajo ero OZHO TOJbLKO
CJIOBO, U OHO 6exaJjo Haj PeKOH M YHOCHIOCh B MOJS, rie
CHSJIO MapeBO:

...3€MJIfL... 3eMJ...

— Jla 4TO 3TO OH Hanaiwj], — HeLOYMeBal AbSIKOH.

doka noAGPOCHI CYyXHX BETOK B KOCTEp.
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Bceran.

U npoxaxuBaicsi, XOTs y KOCTpa ObIO O4YEHb XKAaPKO.
Byato cran Bbiwe poctom. I'oBopsi, BCEé BLIGpaChIBad PyKYy
M I'J1a30K ero cBepkaj. BuaHO OblI0O, YTO Y OYeHb MHOIO
HaKOMWJOCb B HEM TaKOro, YTo Hajo 6bLIO MOCKOpee Bbl-
cKka3aTb. JbSIKOH 3a0bUl MPO KPIOYKH M BCE C GONbLIMM
YAUBJIEHHEM CMOTpeJ Ha Hero. — <«A yxX He MpaBbl JH
AeTH, — JyMan OH: — 4YesloBeK-TO GecnokofiHblii». A $o-
Ka Hayal C MaJeHbKOro, CO CBOero, ¢ JepeBeHCKOro. A
MOTOM BAPYr no6exas no noJsM, M nojas ot ero Gera cra-
JIM YepHble, MPOPOC/HU JIONYXOM, KpanuBoii U moJbiHbio. Uc-
4e3/l0 CBeTJOe MapeBo, BCE obiersa MyTHas mriaa. U B
3TOil MFJle OH MeTajCs, NMyTaJcs B TpaBaxX, He HaxoAua
BbIXOJa, 3BaJ, KpHYan:

— 3emas...

W c ropbkoit yabIOGKOi, C TEeMHbIM B3rJISiLOM, BCIIOMH-
Hal KaKMX-TO heTed, XOpPOHMJ MX, IUaKald Haj Humu. U
6exan K JMoisiM BoxbHUM, K CTpaHHMKaM, K CEKTaHTaM, M
CnpalidBajl UX O YeM-TO TaKOM, OT 4ero AbSKOHY CTaHOBH-
JoCb CTpawHO M XyTko. OH CMOTpea B ropsilee JHLO
doku, U BAPYr NMOHSM, YTO TaM, B omMyTe, B cepaue Poku,
XUBET JI0Tasl TOCKAa, U 4YTO OHa B KaKOH-TO CBSI3U C 3THM
HEYMOJIKAIOIUM KPHUKOM €ro, C 3THM CJIOBOM:

— 3emas... 3emas...

MyTHas Mriaa npesBpaTuaack B GarpoByw. U mo Gar-
poBoMy He6y nomabuM GarpoBble Ty4H. UTo-TO JO0Manoch
M C TpOXOTOM pYWIMAOCh BOKpYyr, a doka CTOsI, KaK B
AbIMY M IJIaMEeHH, M AMKO PaLOBaJICs U 3/I0 CMESJICH.

Bapyr oH cMmoJK, cel, GYATO YCHOKOMJCS.

W nuuo y Hero onaTb CTalo KpOTKOe.

— Exenn no cnpaBeiJMBOCTH-TO, — THXO CKasal
OH: — pasBe He TaK?

JbSIKOH TMOKPYTHJ roOJIOBOIA.
— He 3Haw, Poka JleoHTbHuY.

— Kak ke Bbl He 3Haete, 0. AbSIKOH? Bbl uenoBek
y4eHblil.

263



— He moero yma gero.

— A ubero xe?

— bBoxbero. Kak l'ocnoab ycTpowa... 3HauuT, H XO-
poLIO; 3HAYUT, M MOJE3HO AJAA ueloBeka. A mnepenHauuT
O=...

AbsiKOH moayman.

— Toxe 6yaer xopouwo!

doka XMypo yCMexHyJCs.

— 3Hauut, ¥ goxurartbces, korga OH nepeMHayuT?

— Koneuyno. U60 ckasano Mm: Gyler HOBoe HeGO U
HOBasi 3eMJs.

U AbSKOH mocneliHo ao06aBua:
— Toabko 3TO HA TOM cBeTe!

B 3TOT MOMeHT cayuumjoch cpa3y jABa cobbitus. Kro-
TO M3 BOAbl TaK HATSHYJ TOJCTYIO JieCy, YTO JIOAKa 3alle-
Beauaach. U B To e BpeMsi M3 cesa AOHeccs HaGaTHbIit
3BOH: KOPOTKHE YAapbl FyJlKO OMJMCb B BO3AyXe WU TOYHO
crnellHo Oexanu, najgasg B MOJSIX.

— Cowm!
JbAKOH KHMHYJICS B JIOLKY.
— Com... com!

OH oTBsI3an JOAKY.

M Tenepp KTO-TO 60/BLIOH M CWIbHBIK TaM, B Tray-
6MHe, HATAHYB JeCy, MOBJeK JOAKY K CpeluHe peku. A
doxa cTos, BLITAHYBWKCb, Ha OOpbIBe, Cjlerka pacCTaBUB
PYKH, M HanpsixeHHO CMOTpeJ B CTOPOHY Cesa: CeJiO BHI-
HeJIOCh BJaJIM, KaK GOJIbLIOH XeJaThlil 3Mell, pasJeriuiics B
3eJIeHN.

JbiMa He ObuLIO... 3HAYWT, He MOXKap.

Cepaue PokM TpeBOXKHO GMJIOCH OT KAKUX-TO Mpej-
4yBCTBHi, KOTOPBIX OH M CaM He Cymes Obl OGBSCHUTD.

A 1bSIKOH BOMMJ:
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— Com... com!

OH HamaTbiBaJl JieCy Ha PYKy M TAHYJ ee, U CAEPKH-
BaJl, CJIOBHO YNpaBJisii HEBUIHMbIM KOHEM, a ApYroif pyko#
MPUroTOBJAA GOJBIIYIO CETKY, YTOGbI MOALENUTb PbIGY.

— MutponosuT nomaja, — BeceqMICH OH, — naT-
puapx!

Jloaxy TsiHysn0 BrpaBo, BJEBO.

IbsikoH BCE Gavxe noABOAMI K cebe pbiOy, W yxe
BUJeJ B BOJAE ee TEMHYIO, H3rHOGaIolLylOCs CIHHY.

— Ciozpa, cioga, — opan OH: — CIOAa, Baule mnpe-
ocesieHcTBo! Cioaa, BAaAbIKkO, cloga! Oro-ro, — Beceaun-
Csl OH.

W nukosan, n nen:

— MWcno-nante pe-e-cnora!

Ho necrnoT Obu1 ynpsimblii.

OH pBaics, KpyTuics. JIOAKY KpeHHJO.

Bapyr AbSKOH NMOJHSJ TOJIOBY.

— UYTo0 3T0? — npuCAywaAcs OH K Habary.

Jns pecnora 6bUIO 3TOrO AOBOJBHO.

On pBanyscs.

JbsIkOH noJsieTen B BOLY.

— Jloaky nepiH, JOAKY, — KpHuasl OH, 6apaxTaschb,
HO He BbIMYCKasi, OLHAKO, JIECHI.

doxa KHUHYJCA 3a JOAKOMH.

A 1bSKOH MBI K 6epery, NMOCTeNEHHO pacnyckKas Je-
cy, BbI6pajicsi Ha Oeper M OnsATh BCTYNMHaA B 6opbOy ¢ BO-
ISIHBIM YyaoBHILeM. Hafo GblIO TSHYTb OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOBI
He o6GopBaTb Jechl. K Hemy mopocnen Ha momowb u Poka.

M BoT u3 BOABI MOKasalacb OrpoMHasi M CTpalIHas
TOJNI0Ba C YCaMH.

Ona cpenana noc/aeRHIO MONbITKY METHYTHCA B rayGb.
Ho ®oka yxe noacrasun cetky. U TemHoe BoasiHoe uyau-
e 3a6unaoch Ha Gepery.

Y AbsiKOHA TPSICAMCH PYKH OT BOCTOPra.

— Ka-koi#i xo-powmnii! AX, Tbl... MH-H-JIbli1!

Ho TyT on onsitb B 6eCrOKOMCTBEe MOJAHSAJI TOJOBY.

— Habar, kaxercs, 6bla?
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— Ha6art, — kak-TO pa3ouyapoBaHHO oTBeTHn Poka,
— Jia OYeHb HeL0JIro.

— Toxap, uro an?

— JbiMy He GbLIO.

JbsKOH moyecaa B roJiose.

— bBexarb Hago. He onate A BanenTnH Hanpoky-
Aua... ox!

Ho Barasig ero ymaa Ha coma.

U oH onaTb pacusesr H 3acMesiCs, M MNOJAMHIHYJ
Poke:

— A yX NUpPOXKa MOEAHMM... U3 naTpHapxa-To!

VI

LlepkoBHast orpasa 6blia MOJHA: MYXHKH ¥ 6a6bl TOA-
NUIKCb BOKPYr Kpblibila. Ha kpbuiblie cTosin 0. BaneHTHH
u Kpu4aja. U Bce kpuuyanu emy B OTBeT.

— $1 He no3Bo/O, — MOTpsican pykamu o. BaneHTus,
— He no3Bo/io co60if KOMaHxOBaTh!
doka ocrancsg nosan.

JbSKOH Mpo6pajncs K KpbUIbLY M BCTajd PAAOM C Cbl-
HOM.
Y, yBuaaBiuK ero, Bce B pa3 3aKpHYaIH:

— O. apakoH! BoT OH... ABSIKOH.
TecHO OGCTYNHAH KPbLIBLO.

— OH... paccyaur!
O. BanenTHH IpoCTHO KpHuan:

— $1 oGneuen Baactuio... cBbiie! Ot I'ocnoga o6ae-
YeH s1! fl... HavyanbHMK Ayl BawMx, W60 paspewaTb U CBSi-
3bIBaTb JaHa MHe BJacCTb. Sl...

Ho cnoBa ero saraywanucb KpHKamu:
— IlycTb AbsiKOH...

— Paccyau Hac, apsikoH!
— Paccyan c Hum...
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Boablioi kpacHblit MyXHK WIymen:

— En 6ymary pasopsan!

JIbSIKOH CTOSI B HEMpOCOXIIeM ellle MOAPSICHHKe, B
BOJIOCAX ero 3amyTajuch Bopopocau. OH 3aAyM4YHBO CMOT-
pes Ha KpacHble, 3/ble JIMLA M MPHUCAYIIHBAJICA K KPHKaM.

— TManawa, oTcTpaHuTech, — Kpuuan o. Banentun:
— TYT He Ballle... TYyT NPUXOACKOEe JLeJO.

B Toine noxxsaTuau:

— TNanawy He oTcTpaHsii!

— Ianawa-To... oH ayyue Tebs BCE 3HaeT, OH pac-
CYJIMT...

— INanawa... paccyau!

JbskOH clerka oTBes PYKO# CbiHa.

— Manawa! — yrpoxaiolle KpHKHya 0. BajieHTHH.

JbSKOH yCMeXHYJICS.

— Yero nyraelub... He CTpPALIHbIMH.

— §1 Bac npouy...

— Ycnokoiics!

— He BcTtynaiiTecb B MOe MacThIPCKOe AEJO.

— 3amonuu! 51 no cBoemy peny.

— Bawero aena Tyt Her. Kakoe Tyt Bawe xeno?
— Ja BOT /mo6MI0 A CAyLIaTb... CTPAUIHbie HCTOPHH.
— Yro-0?

— A TyT BMAMIlB, CKOJIbKO HX PaCCKa3yHKOB-TO.
Co Bcex CTOPOH M3 TOJMbl KPHYAIH AbAKOHY:

— OH npuTecHHTEb!

— Mbml B cekTy yilnem.

— Mum yiigem...

— K monokanam mbl yiizem!

— O~H...

XKano6sl paspacTanuce.

Bc€, 4TO TOMLKO HaKOMWIOCH NPOTHB CBSILLEHHHKA,
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H3NMBaJIOCh B 00BHHeHMsAX. Kpuuanu a0 XpunoTbl B roJso-
ce... IOKa CTPacTH He pa3psiAMINCh B caoBax. Toana crana
CTHXaTb, TOJbKO I'le-TO elle BOMUJ GOJbLIOH KpaCHbIA My-
KUK HaCTOWYHUBO OJHO M TO IKe:

— EH Gymary pasopsan!

W Bapyr kak-To Bpa3 BCe CMOJIKJH.

Toraa 3aroBOpus pblxHil CTapocTa, NOXOXHHA Ha Ta-
pakaHa:

— OG6wecTBeHHbIl npurosop... Takca. C neyarsimu u
noanucsimu. B uepkBu Buceno. A oH...

Crapocra ykasan Ha o. Banentuna:
— Pasopsax!

Hacrynuna TtHumuHa.

KTo-TO KpuKHyX:

— Hy, uTo Thl cKaxellb, 0. IbSKOH?
JbSKOH 3aiyMuYMBO IJIsilies B 3eMJIO.
— Yro a ckaxy?

On nocmoTpen BBepX, B He6O, M mepeBeJ rjas3a Ha
KOJIOKOJIBHIO.

— Ckaxy, uTo... 3BOHMJIM-TO He Tak! MeHsi Hago Obl
no3Batb. Kakoit xe 310 3BOH. Tpax-Tapapax... HU TO, HH
ce. A BOT y Hac pa3 B ropoje... noxap! 51 Ha KOJOKOJb-
Hio... Yynec Tam HarBopua. Bce B ropoje moraganuch: aTo
AbsikOH 3BOHHT! Tak BOT, B Apyro#l pas, exeu... Tak-TO
BOT BbIfZET...

OH noaMHrHya

— 3a MHoil npuberure.

B Toane monmabul cmex.

— Tl 0 nene-To ckaxmu!

— A TO BOT pa3, — mpoao/KaN AbSKOH! — TaKoW
caydait Obu1... Apaka! [ToJ OKHOM CHXY, CMOTPIO: He CyLOM
AepyTcs ABoe. Y OJHOr0 M3 HOCY KpOBb (DOHTAHOM, APYroi
CHHSIKAMM pasyKpauleH BMecTo raas. Jlpyr apyra 3a BoJio-
Cbl BOJIOYAT M BOMNAT HeBegoMo uto. Hy... s Bbnuen. Pas-
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BeJl MX BOT TakK-TO.. — «B uem geno?» — cnpawuusaio.
Cranu OHH MHe OOBACHATb... a M JPaThCA-TO He 3a YTO.
[ToTom cMOTpIO MO yJHLE... U-H-AYT DPSALKOM.

Tosna cHoBa 3acmesyiach.

— 3arajaku rajaeilb, 0. AbSIKOH.

— $1 He OjHM 3araikH... U NMOCJOBHIbI 3HAIO.

— A Hy-ka... ckaxu!

— Xynoii Mup Jayuwe p06poii ccopbl.

— Her, Tbl noroau, — yxe BeceJO KpHUYaju B TOJ-

ne, — HeT, Tbl noctoil. 3y6bl-TO He 3aroBapuBail. Her, Thbl
CKaXH: YTO 00 3TOM jesie AyMaeulb?

— UYro 5 aymaio?

— Ja, na... na!

— 41 aymaio, 4TO BOT...
JbSIKOH yCMeXHyJCS.

— Ha peke g 6bl1. M1 Takas Tam Gaaroaatb! A pbl-
bl-Obl-bl... Ka6bl, GpaTne, na Gpenenb. Bce Gbl Mbl Geabl
3a6blIM U TAKYIO YLIMIY CMAacCTEPHJH... HA BceX Obl XBaTHIIO!

TyT Tosana cTana OAHHM CMEIOLLUMCS PTOM.

— DbpeaeHn... BOT 3T0 BepHO!

— Aii, pa AbsiIKOH!

— bpexnens...

— Paccyaua!!

— Peb6sTa, Tawu OpepeHn!

— ¥YBaxuM JbsiKOHa!

Boablioil KpacHbIH MYXHMK MeTajacs nepej AbSAKOHOM.

— K nHam uan. K Ham! Mbl Te6sl B nomnbl BbINPOCHM.

O. BaneHTHH cTyleBajCs, CKPbUICS.

IIpo Hero 3a6buiu.

BoiHbipHyau oTkysa-to IletpoBuu u Bacwmuit Te-
peHTbHY. B3san absikona nop pyku. Toana cxkana, OKpy-

XKUJA €ro M TOJbKO ero cejas rojoBa BO3BblIaiach Tie-
TO B LEHTpe.
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U3 nepeyska nsiTb yesOBeK TalMAH GpeleHb.

OToBcloay CKakalu peGSATHILKH.

— bBa6! — kpuuanm B To/MMe: — C KOT/IaMH. YXy Ba-
pHTDb!

...beper peku 3amectpen, OxuI...

B Boae wymHo Gypauan BosocaTele moau. M rapkany,
H Opajy, BbiBOJakHBasi OpejeHb Ha oTMean. M onsatb wau
B rayOuHy. XJjonaau no BOJe, 3aroHsis pbi6y B GpeleHb.
BBepxy B Mcnyre KpyXWIHCb BCMYrHyTbie YTKH.

CnycTunach HOYHasi MrJja.

3anbiianiu KOCTPBI.
Pasropenocr Beceabe...

Ho Tyt Haa pekoit oHO GblIO Apyroe, He TO, YTO TOrAa
B cene. U B IyMHOM roBope y KOCTPOB mepej AbSIKOHOM
onsiTh BCIUILIIO CJIOBO... TO Maruieckoe CJ0BO, OT KOTOPOro
AaBeya jaywa PokH mokasanacb eMy TeMHbiM omyTom. Ho
M TyT, B HOYHOH TbMe, NMpPU 3apeBe KOCTPOB, B 3BYyKax
TPEBOXHO-BECEJIOr0 roBopa emy MOYYAWJICH TOT e TauH-
CTBEHHbIH, MYraiolui OMyT.

U on kpyTHa ronosoii:
— MeuyTcs moaue.

Ha ytpo, paHo, o. BaneHTHH yBHAea B OKHO, 4TO
AbSIKOH 3anpsiraeT JowWajb.

O. BaneHTHH BbilleNl Ha KPbLIbLO.
— Kyaa sTo, nanawa?

JbAKOH MOJMYa 3aTAHYA CYNMOHb, MOMPAaBHJA AYTy, MO-
TOM CKa3aJs, He 060payMBasiCh:

— B rocTax xopowo... a goma Jyuyue!

MMoToM OH XOMOAHO MPOCTHJICA C AETbMH, Cel B Ta-
paHTac...

U yexan.
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— Tlpuesete euwe, nanawa, HajgeloCcb, — CKasajl B
BOpOTax 0. Ba/leHTHH, KaK-TO TaK... MEXJLy NPOYHM.

JbAKOH npomosya.

3a cenoM OH OGepHYyJCH, yBuUAaJ LIMPOKHMI, CBETJI
peyHOit nuiec... MPUOCTAHOBMJ JIOIAAb, CHS wwuisiny. Joaro
CMOTpeJ, KMBaa JHLOM. [ToTOM Hax/JOGyyHa LIASINY HHU3KO
Ha rJjasa...

WU norxan Jowanp.
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HO3AK HONOAMWUH






IMocenok MMPHO cnaj B THXHUX 06baTusx Houw. Illu-
pokasi peka, ¢occhopHyeCKH CBETALIAACH MOJ MepuaTelb-
HbIM CHSIHUEM MJIEYHOrO MYTH, JIEHUBO M COHHO Oyp/uia B
FJIyXMX OMyTax CBOMX, W 3a PEKOH JbillaNa COHHbIM Jbl-
XaHHEM CTeMNb, CKPbITasi HempoHMLaeMo#t TbMowo. Bcst npu-
poaa 3a6bl1achb B KPEMKOM CHe CpelH HOYHOH MpOXJaibl.
To/NbKO B TPEXOKOHHOM (JHresbke Kas3aubero ypsilHHKa
Konoauna euie 6pe3sxun oavHokuii oroxek. [To3agHo B 3Ty
Houb 3acupencs Kosoaun 3a kuuroit. Ho He cTonbKO uM-
Ta/l OH, CKOJIbKO AyMaJ HajJ PacKpbITOH CTpaHHile#, H Tak
KpPEemKO AyMaJ, YTO He 3aMedaJ HaropeBlled CBeud H He
cabiXajJ, Kak KTO-TO BO BeCb 3BOHKHi JIOLIAAMHBIA CKOK
NpPOCKaKal 1Mo COHHOH yaHie.

Bapyr ropsiune pyuku OXBaTH/AHM €ro LIel0 H XyAeHb-
KO€e TeJI0 MOAPOCTKa-AeBOYKH MPHJbHYJO K HEMY.

— Mana! Thbl ewe He cnHWb?

OH m06GOBHO B3rJISIHYJ1 Ha MHJIOBHIHOe, 3aCaHHOe JH-
4HKO, ropsiyeil L1EYKON NpPUJbHYBLIEe K €ro uleke.

— Xyapuuka! Tbl yero Bckouuna!

— Ax... 51 con kaxoi#t Bugena! ByaTo Tel Ha BoiiHe,
CKauellb, Malllelllb WAWKOHA... A roJoBbl TaK H JIETAT, H
aeTaT... u getar! Crpacru!.. Ha BoiiHe Bceraa Tak 6biBaeT?

Kosoguu He ycnesn oTBeTHTb Ha JIOGOMBITHbIE BOMpPO-
cbl ao4yku. Ybu-To Geryuiue, TOpPONUIMBBIE LIArK MOC/bILIA-
JUCb BOJIM3H Ha YJHLE H B PaCKPbITOM OKHe NOSBHJIACh 4ep-
Has, JOXMaTas roJosa.

— MBan Crenanbidy! — nporosopuia roJoBa, 3aAbi-
Xasicb OT mocmeliHoro Gera, — B npasneHbe! Ckopeit!
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— 3auyem? — yauBuics Komoauw.

— Araman TpeGyer...

— Cpeau-to Houn? Jla yTO TaMm 3a JeNa Takue Mpu-
KJIOYHIHCSH ?

lonoBa BCE ellle He MOra OTABILIATHCS.

— Jlowageii, cabiib, 3 TabyHa YrHadd KUpPrusubi!
Mactyx UBanbiy npuGexan.. ckaspiBaeT.. Ox 3agoxcs s
coBceM... beru ckopeil, Crenanbiu: B MOMeHT Tpe6yioT, a
MHe elle HYxHO 3a HeyanoOHbiM UATH.

FosoBa CKpbLIaCh.

KonoanH ¢ HeOXOTON MOJHAJICA M CTal OAeBaTbCS.

— A Tl cnM, XyABIIIKA MOSI! — roBOPHMJ OH LOYEPH,
— cnu Ge3 CHOB: elle paHo TeGe cHbl BuaeTh! Cnu, cHpOT-
kKa Mosi... A s no#iny. M1 3auem 5TO S TOJBKO MM IMOHaL0-
6unca?

B o6wupHoit, noayTeMHOil MpaBJeHCKOH KOMHaTe CH-
JeJl 33 CTOJIOM MOJIHOJMLbINA, KOPEHACTblii aTaMaH B BaJieH-
Kax ¥ HaGpolleHHOM Ha mjie4d myHaupe. TyT xe CTOSJ Bbl-
COKMit M G6GoJe3HeHHO-XyAO#i OenoOpbIChii Ka3ak AKHMOB,
Npo3BaHHbI 32 XyAo6y cBolo mnajkoid. OH BHMMAaTeJbHO,
KaK M aTaMaH, NpUCIyLIMBAJICS K 6aCOBUTOMY roBOpY 3Hep-
FMYHO XKEeCTHKYJHUPYIOLLero rpyAacToro Kasaka C IIUpPO-
KO/, BCKJOKOYEHHOH pblke GOpOJOil M KPYIrJbIMH Ha BbI-
KaTe rjiasami.

— §l, — kpuuan Kasak, — emy rosopio, Muluke-To...
Yto, Mo, 370 sowagu 6ecnokositca? He Bosk au 6poauT?
A TyT Kak YaaBka ¢ bapyHOM noZHMMyTCS, Aa MOMYaT, Aa
saspiorcsi!!! CaplluuM... Tonbl-Tonbl... I[loneten xro-to no
creny... Mel — tyza! Mel — cioga! Mbl Ha KOHb!

— A Bor u HUBan Crenanbiu! — npepBan aTamaH
pacckasuuka, NoJHMMAsiChb HaBCTpedy Mmoryueii ¢urype Ko-
JOAHHA.

— JlaBHeHbKO He BuAanuCcb, — 3xopoBaiacs Kouo-
JMH, — 3JpaBCTByiTe, CTapUuKH! 3aueM MOU CTapble KOCTH
NOHaA06UINCD?

— Hecuyactbe, — ckasan aramaH, — Jowajeit
yrHamm!
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— Mbl — Tyaa.. Mel — ciona! — 3ameTajncs BHOBb
no xkomHate ['puropbiu. — Tl cTapblif CTenHOH BOJIK,
MBan CrenaHbly... CKaXXd Ha MWIOCTb: pa3Be KMPru3cKoro
CKaKyHa JOrOHMIUb Ha HalIMX JollajeHkax? Bei6upatb He-
Korjpa, ja 4 rie B TeMHOTe BbiOepellb.. B3aHysganu nep-
BbIX MOMNABIUUX, CXBATHWIHM PYXbSl, CKOK-CKOK MO CTEMH-TO...

OH B YHBIHMM B3MaxuBa/l pyKaMH.

— Ckok... ckok! He cnaauwb ewe ¢ JowllageHKaMH-
TO, K TabyHy TSHYT, Kpyxarcsa! A kuprusa Tem BpeMeHeM
M clel MpOCThLI...

— A mHOro yrsan?

— Kro ke 3HaeT... MoTpy, He MeHblle naphbi!

— Hecuactbe, — ckasan Komozmu. — Hy, a g-T0
TYT 4TO Ke? MeHs 3auem 3Baau?
— K Te6e npocn6a, Ban Crenanbiu! — MosBua ara-

MaH — Tbl, Opar, cTapblii cTenHo#t BoJsk... Hepapom 3acay-
Xua ypsiaHuka jaa leoprus sauenua! Ilokosecua no crenu-
TO NMOPSIAOYHO, 3HAellb BCe XOJbl-BbIXOJbl, BCE TPOMLI MbI-
IUMHblE, BCE YJIOBKHM 3BepuHble... He oaHoro, noaun-ka, capra
3a CJykO6y-TO CBOIO BbICJeLN?

— Ilpuxoauaoce Bcsiko... Hy?

— W Hawy crenb xopowo 3Haews. [loeaxail, caenait
MWJIOCTb, BbICIeAU pa36oiiHMKa, MOKa OH B CBOIO pa3Goii-
HUYbIO OpAYy He ymuasa! MoxeT-ObiTb, BbICJAEIMLIb U Ha-
rouuws... Cocayxu ciayx6y oOliecTBy.

Konoann moayman u ckasan:

— MoxHo... A KTO cO MHO#H noeaeT?

— Bot denop I'puropsbiu... Manka...

— He usBoabTe 0o6uxaTh, Bawe Gaaropoaue! — cka-
3a71 AKHMOB.
— Hy! — 3acmesiics atamaH, — a Tbl He o6mxaics!

Benb Bce Te6a Tak 30ByT.. Buauiub, kako#t AJvHHBIA Aa
TOHKMIA BbIMaxal, yJAMBHUTEJ]bHO, KaK Tebs Gypst He mepesio-
MuT. A eume s 3a HeyroGHbim nocaan. [a BOT, HO/MKHO-
ObITb, M OH..

B KkOMHaTy BollesN HM3eHbKHil, HEYKJIOXHH Kasauek, C
yepHO# GOPOAKON K/IMHYLIKOM, IUMPOKH, KpHBOii, ¢ Ayro-
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06pasHbIMM DYKaMM M HOraMH, M C rOJIOBOii, BTSHYTOH B
nJIeyH.

— Boxxun! — o6paTuics K HeMy aTamaH, — Ceii-
yac xe 3abupait BAHTOBKY 1 — B cTenb! BoT Bam aTtaman,
— ykasan oH Ha Konoauna, — co6upaiitecb u ¢ Borom!..

Yepes uyac 4yeTbipe BCajHMKA BbleXaJO 32 OKOJHLY
noceJka.

Houb yxe 6bl1a 4yepHa, KaK 4YepHHJIA.

Bcagnuku exanu marom BLoab KpyToro Gepera pek,
KOTOpYI0 MJIEYHbIi MyTh CepeGpuU/ MeplaTeNbHbIM OTpa-
XEHHEM.

— bepern nowapeii! — rosopun Koaoaun. — Ecau
JolIaAb He HYAMTb CrepBOHAaYaldy, a AaTh eil Warom pasoii-
THCb, MOTOM Ha Hell XOTb CTO BepcT moe3xai. A moka,
rOJIOBYLIKH, OGCYAMM, Kyia MyTb AepiKaTb?

— A B camom gzene? — ckasan [puropbiy, — kyaa?

— A Kyaa kuprus-to nomuan? — cnpocua [lanka.

— Ha ruunnoit yroa, k sanany...

— Ha- HukonaeBckuit mocenok?

— B ToM-TO MCTOpDHSA: pa3Be Ha PyCCKOe XKHTEAbCTBO
KHprus noelet? Toro M rasiu Ha Kasaka HaJeTHIlb, a X
TOT COOGPA3HT, YTO JIOWIAAH YBOPOBAHHbIE.

— OG6MmaHyn, 3HaYMT, MeC: JOXHbIH Clef caenan?

— OG6manyn... CouBaer! INoBepHya kyna-uubyab mo-
TOM.

— 3apnava!

— A Th Kak, HeynoGubiit, aymaewn? — crnpocun
Manka.

— Kyaa Bbl, Tyna u a! — 6ecneyHo orBeyan Heyno6-
HbIfl, — MO MHe, BCE €AHHCTBEHHO...

IManka paccepauics.

— JHypak!

— Jla 51 Xe cTenu He 3HAIO...

— Kakoit xe Tbl Kasak noche sToro!

— Croit, ronoBywku! — o6epHyiacs Komoaun, — He
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pyraTbcst Hafo0, a Aesio o6CyxAaTh. Sl Tak nosaraio: Hanpa-
Bo y Hac Huxonaesckuit nocenox?

— Huxonaesckuit...

— Tyxaa kupru3 He noejet. HaneBo nepecesieHubl 13
Poccun HenaBHO XyTOp OCHOBa/iM Ha OQHLEPCKOM y4acT-
ke. Tymna — Toxe He pyka.. Hekyaa Obuio uHade emy
exaTb, KaK MPOMEeXJAY 3THX ABYX XHUTeJIbCTB, I'le OPAbIH-
CKas 3emasi KauMHOM Bpesanach. Tam uepe3 Kapacy npsimo
K Yepnoil peuke; a yx 3a YepHo#t peukoil XxoTb Ha kpail
cBeta ctenHoro noe3:xai. Ecaim mbl ero no YepHo#t peukn
He YCTHrHeM, MIUM BeTpa B mnoje, — yGexwur!..

— Beanka YepHasi-to peuka!

— Tam aBa 6poaa ecTb, s 3Haw. Jlo Kapacy aoexem
— MOJAYyMaeM, K KOTOpoMy 6poiy exaTb.

Tak coBelwasicb, OHH MeJJIEHHO TNepeexanu PpeyHOMH
MOCT.
— Hy, — ckasan KonoauH, — Tenepp Jowaixu pas-
msymce... Faltna, pe6aTyumkn!

— Taii-pa-a, munexbkue!!.

INorons nmomyana.

Crenp HamoJHMaach 3BYKaMH JIOWIAZMHOTO TOMOTA.
Kakas-To nTHua HOuHas GeCLIYMHO MeTHYJacCb BO3Je BCai-
HUKOB M C MHUCKOM MOTOHysaa B TeMHOoTe. C peku TSHy/IO
NpHUATHOH CBexecThio. Ho peka Bckope ocTanach B CTOPOHE,
M BCAJHUKM yrayOuauch B crenb. MosoaueBaras ¢urypa Ko-
JIOIMHA TeMHesna Briepeiau BcexX. [lanka kasancs Ha Jowapu
¢anTacTHyecKu-Toulei TeHblo. I'puropbiy Bcé mpurubasncs
K Jyke, Kak OyaTo BbIcMaTpuBas jnopory; a HeynoGHbiil
TaK MNpbIrajl W TPenbXaicsd B Cejte, YTO Kasaaoch, GYATO
OH TJISIIIET KaKOH-TO HeyKJIOXWii TaHell,

TanHCTBEHHO-THXas MrJa MNyrJMBO B3AparuBaia oOT
JIOLIaIHHOTO TOMOTA.

— YacTeHbko no cTemu CKakaTh MPUXOAWIOCH MHE B
TaKue-TO HOYKH, — roBopua1 KosoauH, noaHOH rpynbio
BIbIXasi HOYHYIO CBexeCTb. — bBbiBano, capTOB BbIC/IEXH-
BaTh KOMaHIMpP OTNpaB/sl.. Pas nasyTumka s uyTh He nox-
CTpesnI...
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— ¥Tek? — cnpocuan INanka.

— Iloka Ha KOHb CaAWIKCb, €ro M CJleX MPOCTbLI, —
NpoBaIMICA B 6alKy Kakylo-ToO...

— ¥ MeHst Gbl He ywen! — yBepeHHo npo6acun I'pu-
ropbiy.

Bce 3acmesnnce.

— A ceromHs-To 4YTO Xe yNnyCTH/A?

— BuHTOBKM He Obu10... rope! B BHHTOBKE y MeHst
nyas 3aBopoxeHHas! Bab6ymka Kapsiunxa Hax Bojaod 3a-
roBapuBana. S 6bl ero, mca, Ha mecte ocrtaBua. Hy, za
MOe OT MeHs He yHIeT eule...

Mneunblii nyTh Mexay Tem GaexHen u OJejHes, NMOKa
He 3aajena 3aps. 3apsi ObICTpPO pasropanacb, HamoJHss
CTeNb CBeXHMMH BOJIHAMM BeCeJOro YyTPeHHero cBeTa.

¥Yxe COJNHUE B3METHYJO Jy4Yd CBOM M3-3a CTEMHOro
rOpHM30HTa, KOrja moroHs npuckakana k Kapacy.

MecTo 3aech 6bLIO rayxoe, MyCThIHHOE.

HeGoabluoii pyueit, HeBeAOMO I'ie HAYMHABILHMIACH U He-
BeJOMO KyjAa McHe3aBLUHi, U3BMBaJCS BLoJAb Oyrpa. Bepera
€ro 3apociy TPaBOd M MOJYHCCOXLIeil OCOKOM, TaWHCTBEH-
HO LIEeNTaBlIeHCA C BOJbHbIM BETPOM CTEMHBbIM, MSAKUMH
nopbiBaMM HaleTaBWIMM HM3-3a 6yrpa.

Konoann TtoTuac pman pacnopsixkenue [lanke exarb
BnpaBo mno Gepery pyubsi, a ['puropbiuy BjIeBO; caM Xe
B306pasncs Ha 6yrop M CTaJ BHUMATEJbHO OCMATPUBATh C
Hero Heo603pHMble TOPHU3OHTHI CTEMHOrO MPOCTOPA.

He ycnen KosoauH yTBepAuTbCS Ha CBOeM HabJio-
AaTe/bHOM TNOCTY, KaK M3JaJieKa MOCJbILAJMCh NPU3bIBHbIE
kpukn Tlanku.

ToTyac MOCKaKalu K HeMy M YBMJAeJH Ha BA3KOM Gepe-
Ty pyubsi Clielibl HECKOJNbKHX KOHeH.

TpaBa 6bl1a MPUMATA U YTONTAaHA.

— He owm6ance! — moasun Konoaun. — Yto Bor
JAacT jajbllle, a HA4ajlo Xopoluee.

— Cnener cBexxne! — rosopuia INanka, — nepen 3apeit
nounu jowagei... Ito on! Kpome Hekomy!
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— A MoxeT ObITb, 3JeChb MPOE3KANH CTEMNHble KHP-
ru3upl? — YCOMHMWICS I'puropbiu.

— OnM 6bl HaM HaBCTpeyy MONajUCh.

— Morau ¥ He nomacthCsi, ecau 3a pyubeM B Huko-
JIaeBCKe CBEPHYJH...

— JT10 MbI ceifuac yBuaum! — ckasan Kosaoauh.

OH noexan ot pyubst no ciaesam. Ciaeabl HCHE3H NMOYTH
TOTYaC Ha xecTKoil mouBe. Ho panee, Ha oOWMpPHOM mpoO-
CTPaHCTBe COJIOHYAKOB OHU 0003HAYaMHUCh SBCTBEHHO.

— CmoTtpute, — ckasan Koaogun, — cneanl BepyT
He M3 CTenu, a B CTeMb.

— [IlpaBuabHo.

— A norom Buaure? Opnuu chaelbl raybxe U SB-
CTBeHHee, Apyrue xe cjabee, YyTb BHAHbI: eXal CTajo
6bITb BEpXOBOii, U NpH HeM ObNIH CBOGOAHbIE Jowaju... Tak?

— Taxk!

— A kyna caeanl BeayT? 3a 6yrop? 3HauMT U AyMaTb
Heyero: KMprus nomyan ko BTropomy 6pory. O6MaHHbIM Xe
0o6pa3oM 31eCb CO cilepy cOMBaTb eMy H B roJIOBY He NpH-
wao Obl: exal A0 3apM M He 3HaJ, YTO CJeXbl OCTaBHT...
Tak an?

Kasaku npuiuau B BOCTOpr.

— TonoBa Tbl, IBan Crenanbiy! Ctenb, KaK KHUTY YH-
Taelb... HacToamuii ctenHoit Boak!

— Jaaum xe, pe6ATYILKH, KOHSAM TPaBbl MCPEKYCHTbD,
HanouMm Ja W raiiga aasnbiue!

Yepes yac OHM CKakaiud jpajee NO IIKPOKOMYy CTer-
HOMY MpOCTOpY.

Il

PackuHysach cTenb Ha HeoGo3pHUMOe npocTpaHcTBO. Bo
BCe CTOPOHBI, KyJa He KHMHellb B30p, yLIa OHa MOJA jaje-
KHUe TOPU3OHTHI, 3ajepHyTble TOHKO-CH30H AbiMKOH. U Jne-
XHT CTenmb CMNOKOiHas, MoayaauBasi. BpemeHamu TOJIbKO
BeTep CTEMHOH, BOJbHBIA M HEMOCTOSHHBbIA, NMPOLWIYMHUT MO
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KOBbLLIIO, MOJHUMET TY4y MblIM C Jbicoro Kyprana. Ho sa-
CHET BeTep, YJSKETCS MblIb U BHOBb THXa M MOJYalMBa
Heo6o3puMasi paBHMHA. Jlaxxe KOpUIYH GYATO 3aCHYJ B Bbl-
WIHHe, PACKHHYB MO BO3AYXY KPbUIbS.

CoJsHue nanur.

Y moageHb JAaBHO...

Ka3aku M KOHH X CHJIBHO YCTa/JH, HCTOMJEHHbIE 3HO-
eM. 3Hoii, Ka3anocb, BC€ BO3pacTall, yBeJHYHBAJICA U KypHui-
CSl HaJ CTeNMHbIM FOPU3OHTOM. YK Ka3aKH CTaju J0CaJWBO
BOpYaTh, YTO A0 CHX NMOP He NMOMaAaeTCs HH Pyubsi, HHU KO-
JIOAUA, HH XKHUTEJbCTBA, I'’ie Obl MOXKHO ObLIO LOCTAaTb XOTb
FVIOTOK BOJAbI ce6e M KOHSIM.

— Jlowapeii 3apexem, — Gacun I'puropbid, — Gyab
OH TNIPOKJIAT, aHadeMa rosiono6elit! Tosbko Gbl nonajics CBo-
MMM pyKaMHu 3aayuy...

OH cBHpeno XMypuJ CBOM pbixHe GpOBH.

— A 10 YepHoit peuxu ewe MOTPH-Ka, JajeKo!

— He napom 6bl npockakatb, — BTOopua emy [lanka:
— M TexX KOHeil He HaroHMM, M 3THUX 3amyuuM... Vb, na-
pUT Kak!

— Kabbl mens nmocaywaau, s Gbl noCoBeTOBak Bep-
HYTbCA, — CKasaJd M cBoe cjJoBO HeypoOHelt. — ¥Yro-
HHLILCA JIM 32 BeTPOM B noJe?

Bce onn nocmarpuBaan Ha Kosoauha.

— Hy, — ckasan Kosoaun, — 6a6bl Bbl, NOCMOTPIO
fi... 3abbl1y, Kak Ha cayx6e nmo 90 BepcT meperoHnl gena-
au? BbiBajio, ¢ JowagM BaJULILCS, OHeMeellb BeCb, M JIO-
Wajb Mojx To60H XPUMHUT... a BCE CKayelllb... CKayelllb, CJI0B-
HO B pacCKajleHHOH mneuH, AbILIATb HeueM, 3aAblXaellbCs.
Jymaewb, BoT Obl peuka, CBaJHUTbC Obl B CaMyl0 BOLY,
OKYHYTbCSl Gbl, HaraoTaTbCs Obl... A TyT BAPYr BOT OHa...
pate! C BM3rom, ¢ rukom ckader Ha Te6s. U 3abynews,
4YTO CTO BepCT NPOCKaKaJ, MpPo peuKy, Mpo TO, YTO He e,
He NMJ LieJblii feHb, — BCE 3a0ynewb... [Tuku Ha nepesec,
M CaM Opelllb HeBEAOMO YTO, CKayellb, JOMHLIbCS, KOJellb,
pyOuwsb, crtpeasiewb. [biM, MbuIb Je3yT B O4YH, B POT...
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Jlomuwbes kyaa-to... CBupenoctb Ha Tebs HamajeT, M Ha
JOlIajb TOXe: KycaeTcs OHa, pxeT.. Pas, momHwo, cap-
TEHOK Ha MeHs Hackakai! CoBceM MOJIOLEHbKHH... Malb-
uyuK eie... XOpolIeHbKUH Takoil, yepHoraasslit.. Jlowaab
€ro moj HHUM ynaja, BCKOYMJ OH. A f BOT... MOAHSAN luall-
Ky, Aa Cepille 3aHbNIO, — JXKaJKO... A Jowaab MO Haje-
TesNa... Aa KaKk CXBaTHT €ro 3a LieKy.. PBaHeT...

KosoanH xjecTHya Jowaib W MOCKakald Brepef, 060-
pBaB paccka3 CBOii.

B stor momenT Ilanka, mpuBCTaB Ha Cejjie, 3aKpH-
yan:

— Osepo!

Ho 3to Gbl10 He 03epo...

FnaHyB nepex coGoit, kasaku YBHAAAM T'POMajHOE
NPOCTPAHCTBO BOJbl, CBepKaiolled mnoj Jyd4yaMu COJHLA.
CnoBHO peka pasiuiach TaMm, BbICTYNMHMB M3 HHM3KHX Gepe-
roB, 3aTOMHJA CTeNb A0 CaMOro ropu3oHTa ¥ oGpasoBaia
THXHe, Ge3rpaHuuHble 3aTOHb.. B HHX cOJHue Hrpano u me-
penuBajoCh, A0 6oaM cienst riasa, CBepKalOLMMH OTpaxe-
HUSMHU.

310 6bl1 MHUpax, HO WIIO3MS MNOJy4anachb MOJHASA...

Kak 6yaTo BeTepok Aaxe MOTSHYJ MPOXJajoit C 3THX
HeCyLeCTBYIOIUX BOJ.

Kasaku He MorsM oTopBaTb rJa3 OT CTENHOro Bojuwe6-
HOro uyaa.

Ho BoT cpean OGeablx BOL 0003HAYWIHMCh OCTPOBA,
TeMHble (Urypbl HEyKJI0XKHX BepO/I0J0B 3aJBUraJHCh TaM
H CSIM, Kak OyATO MeJJIeHHO BblpacTasi U3 BOJABI

— XKuteabcTBO! — pagoCTHO BCTpPENEeHYJAHCb Ka-
3aKH.

M no mepe TOro, kak OHM CKakajH, CpeiH BOJAHOH K-
pM BbIpacTala KMprusckas Akujiameiika. Boael Tasinm, me-
HSJIM o4epTaHuf OeperoB CBOMX, McYe3anau. U3 HuX Bbipa-
CTanu KypraHbl, o6pasoBbIBaJIMCb KOChI, OCTPOBA...

N Boabl ucyesnu... Mupax nponaJ.
Tenepb Axuinameitka 6bl1a GaU3KO.
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— Co6aube xuabe! — nposopuan I'puropeiy. — Ilo-
rASAMM, YTO TYT 32 XKHUTelb o6GbaBuiACA... Jla cMmoTpy,
6paTibl, B 06a... XHTPbl 3TH roJosobble NChi!

U3 JxunaMedKu BbillieJ MOXHIOH HU3KOPOCJBIA KHp-
rus, Gocoil, B rpsi3Hoii py6axe C pacCTErHyThIM BOPOTOM,
M3-3a KOTOpOro BHJHeNaChb 3aropejas, CJIOBHO MeAHas
rpyab. OH GbLICTPO M NMPHMBET/IMBO 3aKMBaJ HABCTpedy Ka-
3aKaM CKYJHCTBbIM JIMIIOM CBOHMM, YepHbIM OT 3arapa, ¢
y3€HbKMMH, ObICTPBIMH TIJ1a3aMH M PEAKOH, CJIOBHO Bbii-
paHHOH GOpOJAEeHKOH.

— 3apact, 3apacT, pyccka 4anak! — 3abopmoTai
OH, cKkais Geable 3y6bl. — ApyMma, pyccKa yanak...
— Apyma, Tambip, — moJasua Kosaonus.

Kuprus ewe nyuie 3atpsic rojsoBoii, NpuBETAHBO YJIbl-
6asicb, M CTal KawJAoMy mpoTaruBath pyky. Ho raasa ero
B TO e BpeMs NbITJAHBO U GeCrnoKoiHO mepe6eraiu Mo Ju-
1laM Ka3akoB. A Mo3ajiu Hero, M3-noj NoJjiora AxHJIaMenKku
BBIIVIAAbIBAJIO CMYIJOe AeBHYbE JIMIO, C YEePHBIMH, XKIYyuH-
MM TJ1a3aMH, NMOJO3PHTENbHbIM B30POM BOJUYOHKA Habi0-
JaBUIMMH NPHE3KHUX.

— Tynsit axunameiika, pyccka wvanak! — mnpuriaa-
wan xkuprus. — Kymbia awaem! Aii-it, xopowr kymbi3-3! Buk-
A35IKChl KYMBI3-3!

Kasaku BonpocuTenbHo nmocmorpeau Ha Kosoauna: um
BHJAHMMO XOTeJOCb OTAOXHYTb B TEHHMCTOH MpoxJage JXKH-
JaMeiKu.

Ho Koaoaun ckasan:

— Hekoraa, Tambip! Jlait HaMm ClOfa MO 4alllKe KYMbl-
ca, Ja JoWaisM MpPUHECH HanUTbCA. Toponumcs.

OH oaHako Xe cle3 C KOHA M, pa3MMHasi OHeMeBILHe
YeHbl, MEJJEHHO OCMaTpPHUBal AXKHJIaMeiKy paBHOLYLIHBIM
B30OpOM.

Kuprus MeTHy/ACA MCNOJHSTH NMPUKa3aHHe.

OH 6bICTPO CKa3al YTO-TO MO KUPTU3CKH AEBYIUKE, H
Ta, CKPBIBIIMCb B JXKW/IaMeilke, depe3 MHHYTY BblHeCJa
CreMBLIMMCS Ka3akam 60Jblloit Typcyk ¢ Kymbicom. Kup-
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M3 TeM BpeMeHeM JOCTaBaj M3 OJMXKHEro KOJOAUA BOAY
AJst KOHel.

— KpacaBuua! — o6patuiacs KonogumH K KHpruske,
HaJMBaBlleii B JepeBsiHHble YallKH GOraThHIPCKHil CTemHOM
HaNUTOK, KOTOPbI Ka3aku ObICTPO M C HaClaXKJIeHHEM Bbl-
NUMBaIM, — CKaXXH-Ka, KyAa npoexaj KUPrus C JOWaibMHu?

JleByllKka BCKHMHYJa Ha Hero u3nojjnobbs MNOA03pH-
TeJbHblil B30p CBOM.

— He cHaitl.. — ckasana oHa yrpiomo, — ypyc-c-
6uabmsi!l,

KoJsioguH moBTOpUA CBOi BOMPOC NMO-KHPrU3CKH.

Ho ona Bcé nosTopsia:

— He cHsit...

Toraa KonoauH 3akpuyan KMprusy, npubanxasiieMycst
C BeJpoM:

— Ji1, Tambip xopowmit! Kyaa npoexan kuprus c Jjo-
magbmMu?

Kuprua nocraBui Ha 3emMai0 SPKO BbIKpallleHHOE 3e-
JleHoe BeApO C BOJOH M Chejal yAUBJEHHOE JIMLO:

— Kbiproia? Het kbiprois... He Bugan keiprois... JlaB-
HO BpeMsl He BHJAaJ KbIprbl3. 31ecb OpAa XOAY HeT... JOpo-
ra HeT... HeT KbIproi3!

— He Bpewb? — Hacynuiacs Komoaun.

— Twb, cabiub-ka! Kak Tebs 3BaTh? — 3abacun
I'puropbiy. — TypcyH6aitika? Byxap6aiika?

— Mun Kypman! — ckasan Kuprus.

— Bor uro, Kypmanka! Ecau, He pait Bor TeGe, co-
Bpellb W MOKpoOellb BOpPa, X-XXHUBY He ObIThb!

OH XpyCTHyJ majbLaMH, CXHMasi UX B KyJaK.

— Capmunwb?! Jlyuwe rosopu Ha umcroty! OcTtpor
CBOMM 4YepejoM, KaK CKPYTHM JAa MO Ha4ajJbCTBY MpeiCTa-
BHM, a MOKa YTO...

OHn capenan cBupenoe JMIO:

— I-wkyp-py cnyctum!!!

Kuprua no6aexHen noj cjoem 3arapa M rjasa ero Mc-

1 [To-pyccku He 3Hal...
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nyraiHo 3a6eraan. OH TOCK/IMBO METHYJCS nepel CBOUMH
FOCTSIMH U NPHHAJICH GOXHMTBLCA M KIACTHCS, YTO He BHJAAI
HUKAKOro KHprusa.

— 3ayem Bpatb Oyay? — GopmoTran oH. — Kypman,
6pat, BepHblii yesoBek! Kypmany Bepb... Ero Bce pycckuii
3HaioT! Her kbiprei3... He Buaan kbiproia!

OH MeTHyACH K JAeBYLUKe.

— HaumuBait kymbi3! Amait Kymbi3, Tambip... BUK-aA35K-
Cbl KyMbI3!

OH cam HaqMBaJ B YallKM HaNMTOK M MPOTSACHBaj €ro
Ka3akaMm.

Ho pyku ero apoxanu.

Kasaku He 3Ham, 4yTO AyMaTb.

— Bper nec uau BnpaBay He BUAan? — HeLOyMeBa-
Iollle NeperysiblBaJuCh OHHM, NMPHHMMASCh MOMTH JOWIAJEH.

— U To ckasatb, — coobpaxan Ilaska, — ObiBaeT,
4YTO BOp OT Bopa AyOMHKY mpsiveT. OT CBOMX CKpbIBaeTcs.

— Hy, — cka3an I'puropbiy, — a rjae 6Gbl OH Jowajei
MOKTb CTal, eclu 3hechb exain? Toxe coobpaxaeT, 4TO Ha
NOEHHbIX JIOWIAAAX CKOpee YyCKauellb...

— Crenb-To OH Jay4lwe Hawero 3HaeT. ['le Ham ny-
CTOe MeCTO, a eMy KoJojheu!

— Tak-T0 TaK...

Mexay tem KosoauH, noka Kasaku MoW/IM Jollageit
neperoBapuBalKCh, MEAJIEHHO OTOLIEJ OT CTaHOBHLA. 30p-
KWl B3rJIiL €ro yxe AaBHO 3aMeTHJ KaKoH-TO uyepHeBLIMit
HeBJlaJIeKe NpejAMeT, NPHUBJEKIIHiH k cebe ero BHMMaHue ellle
¢ camoro npuesfa. OH He OXHAaA YBMAETb HHYEro 0CO-
GEHHOro, Kpome OOpbIBKA BePeBKH /M TI'PSA3HOrO JIOCKYTa
OT KHPru3CKO# oaexibl. UM mpocTo pykoBoauna crenHas
NpUBbIYKA He YMyCKaTb M3 BHMAY HHMKakoil npumetnl. Ho,
HarHyBIUHMCb W B3$IB NPeAMET B PYKH, OH NMOYYyBCTBOBaJ, KakK
MYTHasi BOJIHA 3J100bl BHE3anHO yJAapu/ia eMmy B TOJIOBY.

— Ax Bop, ykpbiBaTeib! — npo6opMoTan OH. —
Yyt co caepy He cGuu!

N ¢ HeoOGbiuaitHOH Aas Hero GbICTPOTOH OH MOAOLIEN
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K KHpru3y M, NpPOTArMBasi K CaMOMy JHIly ero OGpbIBOK
PeMEHHOr0 HeaOy3iKa, KPHUKHYJ:

— A 3710 yTO?

Ero u 6e3 Toro pasropsiueHHoe e300 JHLO no6arpo-
BeJIO OT MPUCTYNa HeyAepIKMMOro rHesa.

— CkasbiBait, Bop HecuacTHblit! OTkysa 3To?!

OH c HapocTaBuleii SIPOCTbI0 NOTPSICAN HELOY3AKOM,
npy BHAE KOTOPOTO KHPru3 BeCb CKOPYWICS M PacTepSHHO
3aTONTAJCA Ha MecTe, a Ka3aKM BO30GYJAEHHO 3arajjesu:

— Tlec! YkpbiBaTeab!

— Hexpuct norasbiit!

— Henoysnok-to 3nHaio! — kpuyan Ipuropbiy. —
Mukyauna Henoysnok-to! CkoabKO pa3 B pykax jhepikan!

— Kak nonan-to oH coona?

— Eropka Beuepom ¢ TaGyHa e3iun B MOCeJOK Aa
TaK C HeLOy3JKOM MEPHHA-TO M MYCTHIL..

— Tlnakan, 3Hauut, MUKYIMHCKUH MepHH!

— Cssizatb ero! — opan Ilanka. — Ilo HauanbCTBY
NpeACTaBUTb... MoxeT, caMblit BOP-TO OH U €CTb...

— 3a oaHo... Bce onun Bopsl!
— A-a... Tsl BopoBaTh, BOp-aHademal..
I'puropbiy MoACKOYMI K KHPrua3y.

— Io3Bosnb, UBan CrenanoBuu! S c cobakoit pac-
npasioch! -1 emy mokaxy!!! $I 3acraBmo ero oTBe-
uatb!.. S1-9 pasBsixky emy a3bik! 3a-no-et oH y mens!l...

M oH cxBaTHJ KMprusa 3a BOpoT py6axwu.
— T'oBopy, nec! Kyaa Bop noexan?!

Ho tyr Kosoaun orcrpanun I'puropsrua, nporoBopus
CKBO3b 3yObl:

— Iyc-cTh... 5 cam!

W, pasmaxHyBIUMCh, XOTeJ YAAPUTb KHPru3a B JIMLO...
UYTo-TO MYTHOe, ropbKOe MOAHHMAJIOCh CO AHA AYLIH €ro,
4YTO OH MPHMHMMAaJk 3a HerojoBaHHe Ha mpejaareabcTBo. U
3TO MYTHOe 3aCTHJIAJO ero CO3HaHHe.

Kuprus ynan Ha konenu.
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On B yxace crapanca u3bexarb yaapa U Kpuuai, no-
Ka3biBasi PyKOH Ha CTelb:

— Tyaa!.. Tyaa xbiproi3! Oit, He Geit Kypmau, pyc-
cka vanak! Iloxancrta He Geit! Tyaa ryasn Kbiprbi3!..

3To mo3jaHee NMpU3HaHWE He cmacao Gbl, OLHAKO, KHP-
rH3a OT MOry4ero yaapa.

Ho B ator mur mexay Hum M Kosoauueim ¢ GbicTpoO-
TOH KOIWKK GpOCHMIacChb KMPruska M 3allUTHIA OTLA, MOA-
CTaBMB CBOIO Tpylb, yKpalleHHYIO 3BEHSIILUMH MOHETaMHu.
OHa ctana GbLICTPO M THEBHO TFOBOPHTb YTO-TO Ha HEMO-
HATHOM s3bIKe CBOeM. UepHble, Kryuue riasa ee Bbipaxa-
AW CTOJb HEHCTOBYIO 3700y, uTo KoMoxuH cMyTuics.

— Bonunua! — npo6opmoran oH.

U xoten oTCTpaHUTb ee PYKOM.

Ho kuprusaka BCKpPHKHYJa M BHe3alHO OCTPbIMU 3Y-
6amu Buenuaacb B pyky KosoauMHa Tak CHMABHO M Tak
6GOJIbHO, YTO OH HEeBOJIbHBIM, UCNYTraHHbIM JIBHXKEHHEM OT-
6pocun ee janeko OT ceOs.

W Bapyr emy crtano coBecTHo... I'nHeB yrac... CioBHO
nejeHa cnajia c rjaas ero.

— DBparupl! — ckasan OH, pacTepsiHHO B3rJsiHyB Ha
Ka3aKoB: — YTO 3TO Mbl... Pa36oitHukn, yto au? Co cra-
PHUKOM Ja AEeBYEHKOH CBSI3aJMUCh!

OH BCKOYMJI Ha CeAJo.

— Enem!

— Kak xe Tak, — yauBuics I'puropbiy, — noyuuTb
6b1 nca Hapo! Ilo HayanbCTBY Clepyer...

— Bpemsa TepsaTtb Hewero... Kaxpaas Munyra popora!
Hdeno k Beuepy... INokasan nopory u wabaw... Taiiga! A
LEeBOYKA-TO Kaka Xpabpa, a? — B3rJsiHyJll OH B CTOPOHY
KUPrU3KH: — Ha 3alUUTy OTLA BCTaJa...

[ToBuHysicb CBOoeMy npeiBOAMTENIO, Ka3akH BOpuYa
BCKOYMJIM Ha KOHeH M ObICTPbIM JIETOM NMOMYAJH MO CTen-
HoMy npoctopy. Konoamn ewe pas oGepHyics, oTbexaB
ye 3HauuTeNbHO... Kuprusa He BULaTh GblI0, LOXKHO ObITD,
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ynosns B AxuaaMeliKy, a KMPru3ka Jiexasna BCE Ha TOM Xe
MecTe, Kyla or6pocun ee Komoauu, snexana, ypoHHB ro-
JIOBy Ha PYKH M Kak-GyATO npsiua JMilo CBOe B SeMJIO...

I

CrpanHble mbicau oBiaagenn KosoauHbIM, HOBble MbIC-
JIM, KaKuX OH He 3HaJ A0TOJe... YTO-TO HBIIO B IpyAH ero,
KOTjJa OH MOrJSAbIBAT HAa YKYLIEHHYI0O PYKY M BCINOMMHAJ
3106HO€e JIULO KUPru3KH, Tak Xpabpo BcTaBwel Ha 3amu-
Ty otua. EMy xanb 6b10 9TOH HAEBOYKH, C KOTOPOH OH, —
CWIbHBIH Ka3ak, — TaK rpy6o pacnpasuiacs. OHa Takas xe
cnabeHbkasg M 6ecCHAbHAasl, Kak ero coGCTBeHHasi AHIOTa,
OH MOYYBCTBOBaJ 3TO, KOTAa TOJKHY/J ee M KOCHYJCH ee
Tena... OH paxe npeacraBun ceGe AHIOTY Ha ee MecCTe, H
€My CTajJio COBCEM HEXOpOLIO.

3a6bIBLIKCL, OH NMPOM3HEC BCAYX:

— Kak sBepu xuBem!

Kasaku c yauBnenueM o6epHy/IM K HEMY CBOHM MOTHbIE,
pasropsiueHHble JIMLA, HO He yCnead CNPOCHTb OObSICHEHHS
3arajlo4HbIX CJIOB, MOTOMY 4TO B 3TOT MOMeHT [lanka, oTb-
eXaBLIMil JajNieKo Bhepel, OCTAHOBWJ KOHSl M 3aKpHYas:

— Ciona, 6patupi!

OH paccMaTpuBajl YTO-TO, HM3KO HaKJOHSCh K 3eMJe.

Bpemsi yxe 6bl10 K Beuepy.

CosnHue cTajgo cjerka KpacHee, 3aBOJIaKMBasiChb AbIM-
KOM MCnapeHMi: CBET ero CIeaajcsi MSICKHUM, JIaCKaloLIMM.
To mecTo, rae crosaa Ilaaka, 6610 3a6poLIEHO TeHblO, Aa-
neko GexaBllell OT MJIELIUBOrO KypraHa.

— Caeapl, 4yTO JM? — CnpaliMBalXd MOACKaKaBLIHE
KasakH.

[Tanka Mosuya ykasan Ha NpeiMeT, MPUBJAEKWHII ero
BHMMaHHe. ITOT MajleHbKMil, e1Ba 3aMeTHbll MpeaMeT TakK
3aTepsiICA CPeiM KOBBLIA, YTO TOJbKO 30PKHMil B3rjsiy Ka-
3aKa MOT ero YBHIAETb.

— Uwurapka! — Bckpuyan I'puropbiy.
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OH COCKOYHJI C KOHS$i, B35l B PyKH CBEPHYTYIO Tpy6ou-
Kol «uurapky» H, BepTa ee, riy6OKOMbBICIEHHO pacCyxaan:

— HepgaBHO kypeHo... ellle nenej no KpasiM...

[Monroxad.

— W naxser. He Bbigoxsaoch... bausko, 6partupl! ITo
HaCTOSILUMM clelaM eieM. ToT-aM, APYroii-jii, a KTO-HH-
6yAb HeAasleKo.

— Taitna, Bnepen, peGATYILKH! — BBITAHYJACA B Ccepe
INanka, 3aropeBIUMMCSi B3OPOM OCMAaTpHBasi OKPECTHOCTH.

Iockakanu npsimo K Gyrpy.

— OGorHyTb Hazno!

— Her, Het, — kpukHya Ilanka, npuxoas Bcé GoJee
B XMILLHOe HacTpoeHHe, — 3aejieM Ha KypraH. OTTyna, Ha-
BepHOe, OYeHb JKajleKo BHAHO.. OCMOTpHMCS.

— 3aro u Hac BHUAHO Gyuer.
— Iycts! Yero ckpbiBathesi! Ecan 64u3Kk0, BCE pas-

HO He yiileT, a AaJeKO — He JOTHaTb, €CJIH MECTHOCTH
aHaTb He OyjeM... CKOpo HOUb...
— IlpaBaa.

— A rosnono6eiii 6aM3ko! YKk y MeHsl HIOX, GpaTiibl,
€CTb, — $I YYBCTBYIO...
Kypran Bcé BblpacTan nepej HHUMH.

Bepunna ero, ocBemieHHas MO3aiu COJHILEM, Ka3a-
Jacb KpacHOH, a Goka ObWIM MOKPBITHI TaM M CSIM, CpelH
KOBbUIS, coJioHuakamu. Ha mouBe, B 3TOM MecTe MSrkoi,
nepej KasakaMu SIBCTBEHHO OTMEYaTaJUChb CJeibl HECKOJb-
KHX Jowajei.

— HenaBHo npoexan, — coo6uanu Bnojarosoca Apyr
ApYry Kasaku CBOM COOOparkeHHs.

— Bokpyr kyprana oGoruysa... Kak 3emnsi-ro us6ura.
U ckakan xe, JOMKHO OBITb...

— Bnepena, ronosywku!

BansocTh BCTpeuM ¢ Bparom JeiicTBOBaJa Ha Ka3akoB
Bo36yxaaroue. OHM MOYTH MPUNAAH K rpuBaM, noGyxjas
KOHeH ycunuBaTh Ger, a KOHM B CBOIO O4Yepejb 3apaKaiuCh
MX HaCTPOEHMEM M JIeTeJH NMTHLEH, TAXKEeNO AbIIA, NOTOMY

290



YTO MPUXOAHUIOCH MOAHMMATLCS B ropy. BHesanHo KpacHblit
CBET COJIHUA YAApHJ B rJasa JoWajsiM U JIOASM, U TOTYAC
e C BeplUMHbI KypraHa nepej HUM pa3BepHYJICS HeoObAT-
HbIl CTENHOH TOPU3OHT, NMPOMHUTAHHLI PO30BBIMH H JIHJIO-
BbIMH ToHaMH. Kasanoch, 3emis, packaleHHasi 3a JeHb, 3a-
HAJaCb THXHM TMOXapOM, TOTOBasi BCMLIXHYTb MO BCEMY
HeOOCKJIOHY, M MPO3Pa4HbI ALIMOK MCNApeHuil, MPOHHKHY-
Thblf OrHEHHbIM OTOJIECKOM, BCE rycren u 6arpoBes no Mepe
TOro, Kak B Hero OMyCKaJloChb TYCKHeBlle¢ n sbipacTasLIee
B aucke conHue. KypraH kpyTbiM CnyckoM oOpbiBajiCs =
rPOMajJHy10 KOTJOBHHY, CIOBHO Geper 6e3BOJHOro OKeaHa.
KotnoBuHy 3Ty, M3BHMBasich, nmepeceKkana peyka C OGpbIBH-
cteiMu Geperamu. [loaysacoxiias, nopociuias MyMSILHM
TPOCTHHKOM, OHa JieneTajla BHU3y KypraHa M, jejas M3rue,
yXxoauna B CTenb, TEPASICb B HU3KOPOCJIOM Jiece.

— Cmorpu 3opueit! — ckasan [lanka, npuBcTaBas B
CTpPeMeHaxX U BbICMATPHBAs CTenb M3-NOJA JajOHH, — JHOO
31eCb, W60 Hurie... Tam 3a JecOM HauMHaeTCd nponauias
crenb. Koau ywen tysa — He Haiitu ero... Houb. K Tomy
e TaM eMy BO BCe CTOPOHBI L0pOra, CBOs CTOpPOHa, BCe
6anoykM, BCe TPOMMHOYKH 3HAKOMbI ¥ HApOA CBOM...
ckpotoT!

— He B aecy au cxoponniacsi? — npo6acua I'puropbiu.

— YMeH, Tak KOHeyHO!

— Hapgo nec ocmarpuBatbh. Eciin oH TaMm, sowagn or-
30BYTCSl, UX MOJYaTb He 3aCTaBHllb.

— Jlec-To, ronoBa, He Ha BepcTy TsHeTcH. OCMOTpH-
Ka ero!

— Tak-to Tak... Jla kak ke ObiTb-TO? He HOueBaTh
e TYT Ha KypraHe, 4TO-HHOYAb Haj0 NpeANpHHAMATb.
S Tak MOHMMal0, YTO €CJIM KHPru3 B 3Ty CTOPOHY yAapuiacs
M eleM Mbl N0 MPaBHJbHBIM CJelaM, TO Herjie emy GObITb
Kpome Kak B Jiecy. He ycneTb emy GbuIO B CTenb yexaTb.

Bce B3rasiHyau npu 3THX caoBax Ha KosaoauHa, oxu-
Jas COBETa M pelleHHsi OT CTaporo CTEeMHOro BOJIKA.

— Urto npucoseryews, UBan Crenanbiy?
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Kosnoauun Mosmua ocmaTpHuBan CTenb.

— Pasgeaurtbcs Hago, — CKasal OH: — JBOUM Cnpa-
Ba H CJeBa, BOKPYT Jieca exaTb, ABOMM MO JieCy Kpyr che-
AaTh, roJoc Apyr Apyry noxasas. Ecam Tam Kuprus, He
MMHOBaTb €My HAlUMX pYyK, KyAa Obl He CYHysCs, — a eC/H1
HET ero TaM — nponajail, 3HauuT, nawu Jowaxu. B oGo-
por noiigem... C Borom, pe6aTywKu!

OH Benen INanke exaTb Hampaso. Heyno6Homy Hane-
BO, a 1'puropbiuy ¢ coboit B Jec.

Ho eaBa ka3aku NMpUroTOBUWIMCbL CHIEAOBaTh pacnops-
JKEHHSIM CBOEro npeiBOAMTENs], KaK A0 CAyXa MX LOHEC/IOChH
OTAa/NeHHOe JIOWIajWHOe piKaHue. B TOT ke MOMEHT u3
HeGOoMBIION powuubl BGAM3M KypraHa nTHIeH BblIeTe
BCaJHHK Ha CTEMHOM CKaKyHe M TNOHeCcCs K Jecy.

— Kuprus!..

OH npurHyacs K JyKke M, THKas, Muaics, CTapascb
Bbiragathb BpeMsi, YTOGbl CKPbITbCS B CMNACHTE/bHON yalle,
NoKa KasakH CNyCTATCA C KypraHa; JO/KHO GbITb, B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTjJa Ka3aKM NOKa3aJuCb Ha KypraHe, OH yxe
cobupaJicsi. cliel0BaTh Jajblie C Lo6blueit CBOeil, HO Tenepb,
yBuleB TaKk OJH3KO HEMHHYEMYIO OMacHOCTb, OPOCHJI 3TY
A06blYy — JABYX KpemnKHMX HHM3KOPOCJBIX Ka3aybHUX KOHeil,
M Te MOMYaJH MO CTENH C BeCeJbIM pXaHbeM CHayala 3a
HHM, a MOTOM K KasakaM, ObICTPO CMyCKaBIIUMCSl B KOTJIO-
BHHY.

B kasakax npocHy/aMCb MOJMHeiiHble OXOTHHKH.

ExBa mokasanacsi KMprus, He yroBapuBasiCb, He B3IJIsi-
HYB ApPYT Ha ApPYra, OHH MPUTHYJUCH K JYKaM M MOMYalu C
Kypraia BHH3 C TaKoi0 ObICTPOTON, YTO TJIHHMCTAas Nblib
NPHropKa 3aBOJIOKJA MX, a KaMHH, BblIeTas M3-NMOJ KOH-
CKMX HOT, CKaKaji M MPLIraji MO OTKOCY, MOKa He AOCTH-
rajM PeykH M He TOHYJIH C THXHM IUIECKOM B ee Mpo3pau-
HBIX OMYTaXx M M3rubax.

Ha nepepes! — xpunno pacnopsiauacs Konoaun, kor-
A2 AOCTUINIH HH3HHBIL.

Toryac IManka cran 3abupath Bnpaso, a HeynoGHbiit
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BJeBO, NpexnoJjaras 06OrHaTb KHpru3a M MNeperopoauTb
eMy LOpory B Jec.

Kosnoaun muancs npsmo.

On Bcé 3a6bl1 B 3TO BPeMs: MHP NPeBPAaTHICS AJsi HErO
B yGeraiomyio ¢urypy BcaiHHKa.

[lpuBcTaBass Ha CTpeMeHax, OH JAyMal C TOCKOM:
«Yilper, cobakas», ¥ XpUMJIO KpHYas:

— BaeBo 3a6upait!.. BaeBo, pebarywku!.. I'puro-
peiu!l... Ha nepepes!l.

puropbiy 3Han cBoe AelO.

OH nTHUel Muyajcsi, COrHyBIUHCb, HeeCTECTBEHHO Bbl-
TSHYB €10, CMOTPSA Ha y6eraiouero Bpara nouTH Kpyribi-
MM, XHLIHBIMHU I71a3aMH, H B TO e BpPeMs Jepxaj HaroToBe
BHUHTOBKY, BbIXHJasg YAOOGHOrO MOMEeHTa, 4TOObl MOCAATb
BCJIe], eMy CBOIO 3aBOPOXEHHYIO MYJI0.

A conHue ctano coBceM 6arpoBbIM M CJIOBHO KPOBbIO
06/JHBAJI0O KAPTHHY OTYasiHHON noroHu. Beepxy ¢ mo6onbiT-
CTBOM KPYJKWICS KOMYMK, TPenelia KpbUIbSIMH, a Hamyral-
Hblil HEBUAAHHON KAPTHUHOM 6apCyK TO CTaHOBMJCS Ha 3aA-
HUSl JIaNKH y CBOEro XWJHILA, TO ObICTPO H TOPOIUIHBO
NpsiTajncs, BHOBb BblGeraj W YAMBIEHHO CBHCTeJ...

v

Kuprus yxoana.

Ero npuBbIYHBIA CTENHOHW CKaKyH, 4ysl ONacCHOCTb,
NOYTH He Kacaiacs 3eMJM HOramu, B GesymMHOM Oere BbITS-
HyB llel0, pasiyBasi HO3APDH M CMOTPS Brepej] HAJIHTHIMH
KPOBbIO TI/1a3aMH.

Ewe HemHorol!..

BoT TO/BKO peuka OTAeNseT ero OT CNacHTeJbHOH Ya-
wu. Eme ozno nocnexvee ycuaue! Kuprus coscem npu-
FHYJCSl K llee JIOWaAH, MPHrOTOBIAACh K MPBIXKY B MpO-
XJNaAHble pe4yHble BOJIbI.
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Ho raunucThit Geper B 3TOM MecCTe Obl1 OGPLIBHCT,
BbICOK M KpPYT. KOHb MCNyraHHo OCTaHOBWJICSI Ha CaMOM
Kpalo oOpbiBa, He pellasChb CAeNaTb NPbDKOK M KPenko
YAHPascCb APOXKAILUMMH HOTaMH.

A cnpaBa yxe MYMT C KPMKOM M FHKaHbeM aHTacTH-
yecku-cyxas ¢urypa IManku, cneBa HeynoGubiit somutcs
yepe3 KyCThl.

Mosaan — Hacturawor!

Kuprus cabluutT Xxpunablii KpUK ubel-TO Moryuvew
rpyau: .

— 3aberafi... 3aberaii, pebarywku!.. 2Kusbem Gepu!

[TocneAHUM OTYasiHHBIM YCHJIMEM KHMPru3 HaTSHYJ Mo-
BOJA TaK, YTO KPOBb M MEHA MOKa3aluChb Ha ry6ax JowWajH.
B TO xe BpeMsi OH XJIECTHYJ Haraikof...

Jlowaap B3BMJAaCh Ha JAbIObl M Kak OyATO 3amisicana
B 6arpoBoM OTOJieCKe 3aXOASILEr0 COJHLA.

Tp-p-pa-pa-x... axx!! — rpoxHynao, saaxano, 3ary-
JeJ0 B TOT )€ MHI 1O CTeNH...

970, NPUBCTaB Ha Celje, BbICTpeana ['puropsbiu.

OH RoXJaiAcs CBOEro MOMEHTa.

CrenHo#l CKaKyH NMOANPBLIrHYJ, METHYJACS U BMecCTe C
CeJlOKOM CBOMM HC4e3 B peyHOM oBpare. [lojackakaBluiue
TYT Xe Kasakd BHJe/NH, KaK B TPH CKauyka CKaKyH B3MeT-
HyJCSl Ha Geper Mo Ty CTOPOHY peYKH, BeCb MOKPBIH, ApO-
Xaluui, U Hucues B JecCy.

Kuprusa Ha Hem He 6buIO.

C Hepoymenuem [lanka um HeynpoGHbiii ocMaTpuBaIH
Geper U HabmoJjanH, Kak GbeTCs BOJa B LIMPOKOM PEYHOM
njece, Kone6asi Cyxue TPOCTHMKH. HenmpuBbIYHBIE JOWIafU
ux GOSI3NMBO CTOPOHWJINCH OT OOGPBIBA, XOTS M BHITAMBAJIH
e, BAbIXas pasropsYeHHbIMH HO3JAPSIMH COOGJA3HUTEJb-
Hyl0 BOJsiHyl0 cBexecTb. OfHOro B3rasiza OblIO JOCTa-
TOYHO Ka3aKaM, 4ToGbl yBHUAeTb, UTO Oeper Ha jAajnekoe
paccTosiive Gbl1 KPYT M He BHAHEJOCh HHMIrAe OTKOCAa WIH
TPOMMHKH, rje 6bl MOXHO GbLIO CMYCTHTbCS BHM3 BEPXOM.

— Bot Tak okasusi. ['ze ke KUprus-to? — B3ris-
HyJM ApYr Ha Apyra Ka3akH.
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— B nec ymen? — coo6paxan INanxa.

— B Jsec He mor yiiTu! Beper oTcioa KaK Ha J1aJlOHH...
Mbl 6b1 BULENH.

— A xycramu?

— He ycnea 6b1... He 3asu! Ilog 6yrpom CMOTpeTb
Hano... Iputamniaca rae-HuGyub.

— Herge... Otciona Buaats!

— YTon?!

U kasaku onsiTb MOCMOTpeJH APYr Ha Apyra, coobpa-
wasl.

— JlonxHO GbiTbh, ['PUropbid4-TO TOrO...

B 3ToT MOMeHT MHMO ux ctpesnoit nposetes Kosoanu
M, IpUNaB K JIyKe, TaK OTYasHHO 3aCTOHaJ M 3arukal, 4To
Jomajb ero, He 3aJiyMbiBasicb, GelueHo 6pocwiacb B Mpo-
nacTb, NMPUrHyB YIIH W BLITSIHYBIUMCb, Bpe3ajlacb B Iiy-
6GoKHe BOJAbl PEYHOrO0 OMYyTa M uYepe3 CEKYHAY, MCNyraHHas
M MoOKpasi, 6bla yxxe Ha TOM Gepery.

— Okpyxutb Jnec! — kpukHya Koaoaun, Ha mur
0o6GepHYB K Ka3akam cBoe 6GarpoBoe suuo: — Yto Bbl, yep-
ptH, Bctamu!! Mapu!

— Her kuprusa-to B necy! — B OAMH roJioC NPOKpH-
yanu Ka3aku: — VBa-an Crenanbiy!..

Ho Kosoaun, He BHaaBluii, 4TO JOowajab yuJa B JecC
OJiHa, He CJyllasi BO3IJacOB CBOMX TOBapHlleil, yxe yray-
6uscs B Yauly, MOJHbIA Mbl1a MpecieLoBaHus.

I'puropbiu ocTaHoBuics Ha Gepery Bmecte ¢ IManko#
n HeynoGHbim.

— Y6ua s ero! — ckasal OH yBepeHHO, He JOMyCKa-
IOLIUM BO3paXK€HHUSi TOHOM.

— Y6un mm? — ycomuuiacs Ilanka.

— 3aBopoixenHasa nyas-to! Hedero u rHathcs, ganeko
He yckauet... [lo ciegam Haitaem...

— Jlowaab-TO OAHA ylIa...

— Onna-a?..

— Mub1 Bupanu.
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— Canuacs... HanoBan, ctano Gbith... Hago nog
6yrpoM CMOTpeTb.
— Cwmotpean... Tyt Kak Ha JagoHH... He Buaarn.

['puropbid Hacynuuia CBOM pbixkHe GpOBH.
— ¥YTom, CTaso ObITb...

— Yron au? Yéur iu? — ycomuuacs [laaka: —
a Hy, KaKk yiuer?

— B kycrax Hamo wapurtb, — npepjoxui Heyno6-
HbIfi: — CTpeHOXHM KOHel, aa cnmyctumcs k peuke. He

ynoas au? Hapoa oHM XMTpBIH, rosoo6bie...

— Her, — ckasan INanka, — okpyxHM-Kka Jy4iue Jec,
kak Koaoaun Besnen. Toi, Heyno6Hblii, Mapw Hanpaso, a A
HaneBo noepy... O6wapuTh-TO ycneem. Jlaneko He ynosaser.
Tak HajgexHee OyZer...

— A 1 3pecp nowapio! — cka3an I'puropbiu.

U caes ¢ kons.

Koraa kasaku pasbexanuch, [puropbiu CTpeHOX M JIO-
Waxb H CNYyCTHACS MoA Kpydy. Tam OoH A0Aro Xoiua no
TONMKOMY Oepery pekH, HampacHO CTapasicb HaliTH Kakue-
HHOyAb creapl. Kasanocb, B 3TOM MyCTHIHHOM MeCTe He
ObIBa/l HHKOTJAa HH YeNOBeK, HU 3Bepb. TOJNbKO C MPOTHBO-
nosoxHoO# cTOpOHb! Geper Obl1 B3MelIaH HeJaBHHUMH Cle-
JAamy Jowapei M mojaomaH Gbl1 cyxo#t TpocTHuk. Ho Ha-
npacHo 'pyropbl4 NpUraAsAbIBajICA 30PKMM B3rJISAOM CBOMM
K TyCTO paspoClieMyCsi MO OmyllKe TajJbHHKY, Harubas-
ieMy TMOYTH K CaMofi Boje 3esieHble BETBH.

Tuxo wenyeT TajbHHK...

He Bbipaer csoeit TaiiHbl.

Bapyr TIpuropbiy 3ameTun okoao Gepera CTpaHHbii
KPYI/bli NpeAMET, HanOMHHaOL A ap6y3Hyl0 ropGyIKY.

OH THXO KOJBIXaJCS Ha BOJIHAX.

I'puropsiu c10MUI BeTKY M NPUTSHYJ npeaMeT K ceGe...

3To 6bl1a cTapas, nponaxiuas MOTOM TIOOHTelKa.

I'puropbly mepecTan COMHeBaThCS.

— ¥YTon! — npo6opmoTan OH.
M, BbiOpaBLINCh Ha KpYyuy, Jer Ha Geper M CTai Xai-
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HbIM B30POM NPHUIJISABIBATECA K YCMOKOMBLUMMCS, THXO-
KYypUallUM BOAAM PEYHOrO OMYyTa.

— XoTb O6bl r/1a30M IAsSiHYyTb: — OOpPMOTaJ OH, HH
MaJio He COMHeBasiCb B YyAOAEHCTBEHHOCTH 3aBOPOXKEHHOM
NyJaM: — cTapyxa roBopu/a, YTO Takas nyJs B J00 AT H

HacKBO3b MPOXOAMT... JIBe AbIpbl, CTalO ObITH!
Mexnay Tem Kojoaun Bbexan B yaily Jeca.

HakonuBluMCA 3a JeHb TEIVIOM NaxXHYJ0 B JHMLO ero
M 064a10 apOMaTOM JIeCHbIX LBeTOB. Jlomaab, pasropsyeH-
Hasl NoroHeil, Xxpunsg pBajacb 4Yepe3 KyCThl, ryCTO pas-
pocuivecs 34eCb Ha MOJHOH BOJie M nepenyTaHHbie moGe-
ramp xmens. Ho Bckope eil MpHILAOCL OCTaHOBHMTLCS, MO-
TOMYy YTO KYCTapHHK 4YeM Jajblle — CTAaHOBWJCS ryiue, a
TOHKOCTBOJIbIE JepeBbsl TaK GJM3KO CTOSIN APYr K APYry,
CIOBHO 6GOS/IMCh CBOEro OJMHOYeCTBAa B CTENH W CTapajUCh
B3aMMHO MOJOHTH, MPHUAKATLCH, CIUTHCA B OAHY APYXKHYIO,
TEMHO3€JIEHYI0 CEMbIO.

Konoaun ¢ pocanoit Beipyrancs, cie3 U CTaja npucay-
IUMBATbCS, B TOXe BpeMsi coobpaxas, 4TO Ae/aTb.

Jlec TaMHCTBEHHO M TJyXO lUyMeJ OT BeTepKa, HeXHO
npoGerasluero no ero BepliMHe. [Je-TO Kykywka npo-
KpHyana JBa pasa, CJIOBHO MNpOLAACh C MOTYXaIOLIHM
conHueM. ['alky BMAMCL CBepXy M OTHasiHHO KpHuasH, Le-
JbIMH Ty4YaMH BO3BpalllasiCb Ha HOuWIer C HeBeJLOMBIX 3KC-
Kypcuil.

— Yuwea! — meabkHya0 B ronose Kosoauha.

W oH nmoyyBCTBOBa/M J0Cady OXOTHHKA, YnyCTHBLIEro
KPYNHYIO IUYb.

Ho B TOT e Mur OH ycabixan BGJIH3H NMPOAONKHTENb-
Hble W XpHMsilye JoWaluHble B3LOXH, eJie CJbILIHble U He-
NOCTOSIHHbIE.

Jlyx oXOTHMKa CHOBAa MPOCHYJCSI B HeM, AyX AMKHX H
BOMHCTBEHHBIX NpeAKOB, 3amupsiBLUMX CTenb. Cepaue ero
3aKOJIOTHJIOCb, a TIJla3a TaK M BNWJINCb B TaUHCTBEHHYIO
yauly, BCIO NPOHMKHYTYI0 6arpoBbiM Gaeckom 3apu. Ilpu-
BA3aBIUY JOWAAb K CTBOJY MOJIOAOrO Bsi3a W B3§IBIUM BHH-
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TOBKY Ha nepeBec, GeCLIyMHO CTajl KpacCTbCs OH, TO NpH-
najas K camoi 3em/ie H 3aMHpasi IpH KaxJOM NMOLO3PHTE b~
HOM 3ByKe, TO BHOBb HBbIPSIi MeX KYCTOB, CTapasicb He
3aJeBaTb MX, HCKYCHO CKOJIb3sl MeXJY HHMH.

CoBceM G6GnM3KO pasgaics THXKeJNbIH  JIOLIAAHHbBINA
B3J10X.
Ewe war...

Ha maneHbkofi, JiecHOW nporajiuHe, B I'yCTOil TpasBe,
Jexana, BbITAHYB TrOJIOBy, JOWIaib H B3JblXajJa uyepe3
Aoarue npomexyTkd. Ha 1ee ee susia pana, M3 KOTOpOH
pyubeM XJecCTajlla KpOBb — 3TO jeJiaja CBOe J€JI0 3aroBo-
penHas nyas. TyT e, onepuiuch O LepeBO M COTHYBLIKCh,
BHHMaTe/bHO CMOTpeJ KyJa-TO BAaJb KMPrus, ¢ oOHaxeH-
HOM roJIoBOH, COBepLIEHHO MOKPbIH OT HefaBHEro KynaHbsl.
Konoann mnocmoTpesn: CKBO3b eCTeCTBEHHYIO HeGOJbLIYIO
npoceky OTCloja BuieH 6bu1 Geper peku. Kuprus caeaun sa
ABHXXEHUSIMM Bparos, He MOAO3peBasl, YTO Bpar HaXOAMTCSH
Tak G6JH3KO.

Konoaux noxnsn BUHTOBKY.

— Caaiica!!

Kuprus B3gporHysa, oGepHyJCsi M OTKHMHYJCA K Je-
peBy. JIuuo ero u3o6pasuio Ge3yMHbll yxKac, MajeHbKHE,
KOCble ria3a 3a6erajM M HeMOJABHXHO OCTAHOBWJIHCH Ha
6nectsimieM Ayne. Pyka HMHCTHMHKTHBHO BbIXBaTWJa M3-3a
nosica HOX, HO 6eCCHJIbHO C HHM OMYCTHJACh.

— bBpoce HOX... ybblO!! — C cocperoTOuYeHHO# 3710-
60it nosTopua Kosoauh.

Ty6bl kuprusa Apoxaim.

OH He oTpbiBaa rna3 ot Ayaa, M KoaoauH casiwan,
KaK OH LuenTani:

— Aunnal!l. Aana!l..

KosoauH MeTHn B JMLO M YYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO KaKas-TO
cuia, nojo6Hasi TOil, koTopasi Mo6GyxJaaeT 4eJOBEKa, CMO-
TpAlLEro B NPONacTb, ynacTb B ee 6e310HHYIO ray6b, BJe-
YeT ero HaxkaTb COOauKy.

Mur... ¥ HeT kuprusa!
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OH ynager, o6iauBascb KpOBblO, KaK NajaiH ero
npexnkH, ¥ Konoaun 6yaer c aoGonbiTHO! 3/1060# cMOTpeThb
Ha JABIMSILLYIOCS paHy BO JIOy ero, roBopsi CKBO3b 3yObi:

— Yabran, c-co-6akal..

B aToT Tparudeckuit Mur oH 3a6b1 BCE... 3eMasi H
He60 He CyLLeCTBOBaJH JAJis Hero. 3a6bll, 4TO 3TO He Bpar
Ha mnoJe OGHTBbl, YTO 3TO BOP, KOTOPOro Haj0 CXBaTHTb
JXXMBbIM M NPEACTABHTb MO HAYaAbCTBY. JTO Yyxe He Gbla
KosoaHH, CKAOHUBLUMIACA Haj KHMroi. 3To Gb BOJIK, Bbl-
cneauBlIKi apyroro Boaka. OH Gbl1 MOJOH OXHON TOJIBKO
XKamA0M.

— Yo6urs!..

KpoBb cTyuyana B Bucku ero. Ilanew pxpoxan Han
co6ayKoi, B30p MYTHJCH...

Mur...

Ho B 3TOT MHr CJI0BHO TeHb TaWHCTBEHHAs 3aCJOHM/A
HCKaXXeHHOe YXacOM JIMLO Kuprusa — u nepej Konoau-
HbIM Kak B TyMaHe BO3HMKJO JIpyroe JIMLO, KpPacuBoe B
cBOeil AMKO# 3/106e, C MpaYHO CBEPKAIOLIMMH OYaMH, JHALO
KHUPTU3KH, 3aC/OHMBILeH caaGoii jaeBHuYbell rpyAbio OTUA.
M Tak xe, Kak TOraa, JHUIO0 KHPru3KW HAlIOMHHUIIO eMy JIMLO
AHIOTBl ¥ CMEHHUJIOCH UM. AHIOTHHO JIMLIO, LOPOroe U MUJIOe
eMy, ¢ poOKoil aeTckoil yabiOKO#, Apoxkaao U KoJae6anoch
B BeUEepPHEM CyMpaKe MeX A1y AyJOM BHHTOBKH U KUPrH3OM.
B nanoeHHom apomatamu Bo3iyxe OYyATO 3a3Byyasuu Aaxe
THXMe CJIOBa, JAOHOCHBLIMECS, KaK LIONOT BeTepka, bor
BeCTb, U3 KAaKOro-TO «JajeKas:

— Mana... Yro Th penaews! Ilamal..
Jlyu cBera 3aropeiacs B mo3ry KosaoauHa.

YTO-TO BCKOJBIXHYJOCh B IPYJAH €ro, elle HeBblpasu-
MOe CJIOBaMH, TEIVIOW CTpyeH XJblHyJO M3 cepaua. Bce ero
HeJaBHHE MBICIM He CJI0OBaMHM, a o6pa3aMHu BCTajJH nepej
HUM, H OH yBHJaa B cebGe 3Beps. U ysuueHHBbIH 3Bepb 3TOT
ToTyac cnpsitan rojsoBy. Co6cTBeHHasi 3106a cTala Hemo-
HatHa Konoauny.

OH MeAJIeHHO OMyCTHJ BHHTOBKY.
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— Bpochb Hox... Cpafics! — noBTOPHA OH CYpOBO.

Kuprua or6pocun HOX.

KosmoauH cran passsibiBaTh peMeHb C ce6fi U Mel-
JIEHHO MOAXOAMTb K KHMprusy. TOT CTOsN, He roBOpsl HH
CJI0Ba, MOKOPHMBLIMCH OxHJAaBlleil ero yyacTd. U uyto Gbl
OH CTaJ rOBOPUTb MJIH AefaTh? OH mpoMrpan CBOI BOPOB-
CKYyI0O CTaBKy M JAOJxXeH pacnaauuBatbcs. O Gopbbe xe C
FHFaHTOM OH, TUIEAYWIHbIA, MaJoOpOC/bIfl, H He NMOMBILLISL.

® KonoauH cBsidan emy pYyKH.

— Tlonancs, 6paT? — ckasaj OH.

U Bapyr 3acMesiCS MSATKHM CMEXOM.

— Karbin 6ap?, Tambip?

— Bap! — oTBevyan kuprus ogHUMHM ryGamu.

— W peruwku ecTtb?

Bapyr, MoNIOXKMB Ha MJIeYO eMy CBOIO MOTY4YylO PYKY,
Konoxun 3aroBopusi MO-KHPru3cKu:

— Tocaywail, Tambip... 3auem Bopyewb? Bepa nawa
pasHas, — a Bor oaun. U rpex sto... Cabluuib?

Kuprus yauBieHHO mOCMOTpes Ha Hero.

— Hyxpal.. — cka3san oH: — sicCak MJAaTHTb HaAo,
xne6 xeBaTb Hano.. XKutb Hapo! Tyaa-cioga aaBaTh
Hago.. Cyapsi BopoBaTb He XOAMT.. Byxap6ait xoaut!
Byxap6ait Gexmbiit uesoBeK...

— Hy, ckasan Kosoaun, — Bor c To6oil... He cyaps
Te6e 51! CrHosir Te6si B ocTpore. A Beib BCe Mbl rpeli-
HuKkH. ByxapG6ait! TTo60xuch MHe, 4TO He Gylewb GoJblue
BopoBaTh... Cablumniub, Byxap6af. Hait oGewasbe...

Byxap6at He moHMMan B ueM Jesio, OLHAaKO MpOBeJ
A3JOHAMH 1O JIMIY M CKasan:

— Aana!

Konoaun caepHyn pemeHb C pyK KHMprusa.

— Cuan v He wesenuch. [Monan? A koraa yesem, —
aliza Ha BCe 4YeThlpe CTOPOHDI!

Kuprus He nonuman.

2 Xenat?
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L1Inpoko OTKPBLITLIMH, YAHBJIEHHbIMH I/1a3aMH CMOTpeN
oH Ha Koaoauna.

KosoauH THXO 3acMesiics M molles Mpoub.

Ha nec nOXHANCHL yie TEHH HOYH.

KosmoauH cabiuan, kak B3LOXHYJa NMOCJAeJHHI pas Jio-
WajAb MpeAcMepTHBIM B3L0X0M. O6GepHyBLIMCH elle pas, OH
yBHJeJ KHprusa BCE HA TOM Xe MecCTe.

Bckope Koaoauu, caenas 60abiioif KpIOK B MOHCKaxX
6poaa, moabesxajk K Ka3akam, MOA3bIBABLIMX ero KpPUKaMH

c Gepera.

— Huuero Her? — cmpaliMBaly¥ OHH.

— Huuero net!

— Ilponan, 3Hauut, nec! — npob6acun I'puropbry, —
a Jowanb?

— Ilopoxna nowapsk... lleo Th et mpobus.

— 2Kanb... Tlpurogunace 6bi!

U oH B pasaymbe crnpalidBan:

— Kak 1ol nonaraews, Ban CrenaHbly, yTom, cTajno-
ObITb, TIEC?

KosoguH BMeCTO OTBeTa THXO 3acMesICs.

Bckope, 3aapkanuB Jowajeil, OHM eXaju MOJYAIHBOH,
yCHyBLIel CTemblo, npu 6JeLHOM CBeTe 3apH, peliuB Cle-
JaTh TNpPHBaJd Ha MOJNMYTH K JOMy. ['puropbiy 6acoBHTO
nosectBoBaa Ilanke u Heypo6HoMy O AOCTOMHCTBax 3aBO-
POXEHHOH MyJM M O TOM, KaK OT Hee HHUKTO He MOXeT
y#ATH, — HM 4YesIOBeK, HM 3Bepb, HU nTHUA. KosoguH oTn-
exal JajieKo Brepej M OTAAJICA BO BJACTb OXBAaTHBIUKX ero
AyM U 4yBCTB. EMy Ka3anoch, 4TO KaKasi-TO HOBasi JKH3Hb,
BOTOJie eMy HeBeiOMasi, OTKpbLIaCh nepel HHM...
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