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HISTORY

H I S T O R Y

R U S S I A  A N D  T H E  K A Z A K H S  

I N  T H E  18 T H  C E N T U R Y

Since 1951, Soviet writers and publicists have laid great emphasis on the 
benefits which accrued to Central Asia and Kazakhstan from their incor
poration in the Russian Empire. In 1937? Pokrovskii’s theory of the 
"absolute evil" of this incorporation had been replaced by the theory of 
"the lesser evil"» It was then explained that bad though the Imperial 
conquest and annexation were for Central Asia, its annexation and 
ultimate administration by other powers such as Britain or Germany would 
have been very much worse. In 1951? this doctrine of the lesser evil was 
pronounced to be incorrect since on balance the result of the incorpora
tion was not bad but good: it had brought the peoples of Central Asia in
contact with the great Russian people.

The pre-eminence of the Russians among all the peoples of the Soviet 
Union is a theme which seems to have been gaining ground for some years, 
particularly in literature directed towards the Central Asians. But 
although tributes have frequently been paid to the achievements of 
individual Russians, including certain of the Tsars, the notion of the 
Imperial State or of Im peria l governments as a beneficent force is one 
•vdiich appears so far to have been scouted. The appearance therefore of 
an article warmly applauding certain aspects of Imperial governmental 
policy connected with the incorporation in the Russian Empire of what is 
now Kazakhstan and strongly criticizing the treatment of that policy by 
certain Soviet historians constitutes something of a new departure.

The June issue of the Bulletin of the Kazakhstan Academy of Sciences 
contains under the heading of "Discussions" an article by S.E. Tolybekov 
entitled "The Reactionary Struggle of the Kazakh Sultans and Batyrs of 
the Lesser Horde against Voluntary Union with Russia". The source most 
frequently quoted in. this article is Materially Po Istorii Kazakhskoi SSR 
(Source-material for a history of the~Kazakh SSR), published in 194D, 
which presumably formed the basis of the official history of the Kazakh 
people first issued in 1943? a work recently subjected to severe 
criticism. As will be apparent from the following abridged version of 
Tolybekov!s article, he disagrees on several fundamental points with M.P. 
Vyatkin, formerly regarded as an authority on Kazakh history and author
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of a number of works on the subject. Vyatkin is indeed almost the only 
Soviet historian directly quoted by Tolybekov; he refers, however, often 
with approval, to the works of many pre-Soviet writers.

The Reactionary Struggle of the Kazakh Sultans and Batyrs 
of the Lesser Horde against Voluntary Union with Russia

by S. E . Tolybekov
"In the 15th century, as a result of the destruction of the Tatar-Mongol 
regime, a powerful centralized Russian state was formed. Russia emerged 
on the world arena as a gigantic force which acted as a liberating 
influence on all the countries of the world where the reactionary Tatar- 
Mongolian conquest held sway, and among these countries was Kazakhstan."

The Kazakh nomadic khanates were formed on the basis of an extreme
ly backward but extensive nomadic cattle rearing economy and constituted 
military, semi-feudal and tribal units moving over the waste and dried- 
up steppe lands of the central part of what is now Kazakhstan. This 
spread of a nomadic economy over the vast expanse of the desert was not a 
progressive development, but rather one of the reactionary consequences 
of the Tatar-Mongolian domination. In the 15th century, although the 
Kazakh cattle-breeding economy was slightly in advance of other similar 
medieval economies, it was none the less an anachronism at a time when 
the break-up of feudalism was in progress and capitalism was developing. 
A cattle-breeding economy can only be developed when it is combined with 
hay and grain cultivation and passes on to a stable basis; otherwise it 
must disappear as did the economies of the Dzhungarians, Nogais and 
other medieval societies which followed a warlike and nomadic way of 
life. In the 16th century, the Nogais disappeared from their territory 
on the left bank of the Volga from the Kama, to Astrakhan and along the 
northern and north-eastern shores of the Caspian Sea. Their downfall 
was not due to their having been deprived of their pasture lands, any 
more than the critical situation of the Kazakhs in the 18th century was 
due to their having been squeezed out of their pastures by the Russians. 
The reason is to be found rather in the essence of nomad economy, with 
its endless intertribal wars and feuds.

Many students of the pre-Revolutionary history of Kazakhstan have 
failed to understand the reason for the disintegration of the economy of
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the Kazakhs in the 18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries. They 
wrongly assumed this collapse to be the direct result of the acceptance 
by the KazaMis of Russian subjection. In 19^0, for instance, M.P.
Vyatkin wrote that "the acceptance of Russian subjection by Khan Abul- 
khair in the thirties of the 18th century facilitated the attack of 
f eudal Russia on the Kazakh Steppes." It is quite incorrect to describe 
in this way the beginnings of the union of the Lesser Horde with Russia. 
"In the first place, the Kazakh Steppes were not conquered by the Russian 
state, and the'incorporation of the Lesser, and later of the Middle and 
Greater Kazakh Hordes was carried out by their own free will. In the 
second place, the union of the Lesser Horde with the Russian Empire did 
not involve the restriction of its territory or of its nomadic practices. 
The isolated punitive expeditions carried out by Russian frontier troops 
in reply to the marauding expeditions of the Kazakh batyrs, in the course 
of which many innocent Kazakh villages also suffered, cannot be regarded 
as a general campaign of conquest against the Kazakhs carried out by the 
Russian state."

Denial of the progressive significance of the voluntary union of 
Kazakhstan with Russia has served as a theoretical basis for the glorifi
cation of the reactionary attacks by innumerable Kazakh batyrs and the 
sultans who held up the process of incorporation. Supporters of this 
theory describe all the plundering operations of the Kazakh batyrs in the 
18th and 19th centuries as a struggle of "the simple people" for pasture 
land, and consequently as a national struggle against the "seizure" by 
the Russians of Kazakh lands, and the restriction of the Kazakh people to 
"barren deserts". So far from limiting the extent of Kazakh territory, 
the union resulted in its being greatly extended. After the successful 
operations against the Dzhungarians in 1729 the nomadic peregrinations of 
the Kazakhs of the Lesser and Middle Hordes extended in the north to the 
rivers Ishim, Ubagan, Tobol, Uy and Or, while in the west they occupied 
the vast territory between the Mugadzhar mountains and the Ural river, 
which had formerly been occupied by the Kalmyks. After the defeat of the 
Dzhungarians by the Chinese government in 1758, the Kazakhs reached the 
left bank of the river Irtysh and Lake Zaisan.

The establishment of a common frontier between the Russian state and 
the Kazakh Hordes exercised a civilizing and stabilizing influence on the 
latter. Vyatkin contends that "in the beginning of the last decade of 
the 18th century the poverty of the masses increased. It was particularly 
felt near the frontier line where the influence of the alliance between 
the feudal upper class of Kazakh society with the representatives of 
colonial powers had a special effect on Kazakh economy. A proof of this 
poverty is to be found in the extent to which the Kazakhs took up fishing 
on the lower course of the Ural river. It is well known that the Kazakhs
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despised fishing and only took to it as a dour necessity.” There is no 
truth whatever in this theory. The starving Kazakhs approached the 
Russian fortified line in search of protection and because they were 
attracted by the prospects of a more stable existence. This was borne 
out by A.K. Geinns, writing in 1866 in the Voyennyi Sbomik. The poverty 
of which Vyatkin speaks was brought about not by the incorporation of 
Kazakh territory in the Russian Empire but by the internecine feuds of 
the batyrs and sultans.

The construction in the 18th and 19th centuries of military forts on 
the frontiers, and later in the heart, of Kazakh territory was the only 
sensible and progressive step which the Russian government could take to 
change the long-standing semi-feudal and tribal-nomadic life of the Kazakh 
people by teaching them agriculture and by inculcating in them the Russian 
system of state control. The Russian government was influenced by a 
desire to substitute agreement, quiet and general order for tribal 
squabbles, plunder and "baranta” (the driving away of cattle).

There were three reasons why the Kazakh, nomad econony did not suffer 
the complete extinction which was the fate of the Nogai and Dzhungarian 
economies. The first was that the Kazakhs made themselves much more 
mobile by substituting camel pack-transport for the old-fashioned Mongol
ian. wheeled carts. They also confined their flocks to horses, camel, 
sheep and goats and almost entirely abandoned the breeding of large homed 
cattle. They were thus able to move in very large bodies, which was 
better from the security point of view and also resulted in their preserv
ing the patriarchal family way of life. The second reason was the vast 
extent of the territory over which they roamed, a state of affairs which 
continued even after their incorporation in the Russian Empire. The third 
and most important factor, which came into operation in the fourth decade 
of the 18th century, was the protection afforded by the Russian government 
to the Kazakhs as being their own subjects. The beneficial influence of 
Russian economy and culture on the econonjy and way of life of the Kazakhs 
gradually increased as the Kazakh and Russian peoples moved closer 
together.

The whole of Kazakh econonjy was governed by cattle-breeding and by 
the extent to which natural conditions and the attitude of neighbouring 
peoples or tribes made this possible. Kazakh society cannot be described 
as fully feudal since all classes were ignorant and primitive alike. The 
tfruling class” were the owners of cattle and these were the batyrs or 
sultans who were in reality family or tribal chief tans. Real power was 
only wielded by a khan if he combined his titular position with the 
practical wealth of a batyr or a sultan. The "exploited classes” were the 
owners of smaller herds of cattle, and the slaves. ”The social and
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economic life of the Kazakhs at this stage (i.e. the incorporation in the 
Russian Empire) was characterized by low greed, sordid avarice and by the 
plunder of the weak, and unprotected by the strong. All such abominable 
expedients as rape, slavery, brigandage, theft, deception and treachery 
were in full swing.” In order to put an end to this state of affairs it 
was necessary to liquidate the batyrs, and to change the economic life of 
the people by combining cattle-breeding with agriculture and thus 
gradually to transform the nomadic and patriarchal way of life. There 
were indeed progressive elements among the Kazakhs who yearned for a more 
peaceful and stable mode of life; but they were unable to do anything • 
without outside help, and the only aid to which they had recourse was 
that afforded by Russia. The first man to take the initiative in secur
ing Russian aid was Abulkhair, the khan of the Lesser Horde, who at the 
same time had constituted himself a leader and a batyr, and who was 
popular among all three Hordes on account of his brilliant victory over 
the Dzhungarians. In accepting Russian sovereignty Abulkhair represent
ed the interests of the progressive elements among the Kazakhs and he 
took no account of the hostility of the reactionary batyrs and sultans 
nor of the so-called ancient traditions and customs which had so long 
vitiated the Kazakh nomad khanates. In spite of certain defects of 
character, he was not simply an opportunist as many of his enemi.es in the 
contemporary Orenburg government made out, but a man of real sagacity who 
was sincerely in favour of the spread of Russian, influence in the Kazakh 
Steppes. A contemporary writer, P.I. Rychkov, bears witness to the fact 
that Abulkhair was instrumental in founding the city of Orenburg and many 
other towns in the Kazakh Steppes These new developments resulted in 
the foiling of a Dzhungarian invasion attempted in. 1740. The Dzhungarian 
forces advanced as far as the fortress of Orsk, but they were turned back 
by the commander of the fortress threatening retaliation on behalf of 
Russia’s new Kazakh subjects. Had this invasion succeeded the plight of 
the Kazakhs would have been worse than in. 1723* the year "of great 
hunger" t Thereaf ter the Dzhungarians to some extent made common cause 
with the reactionary batyrs and sultans against the "incorporation", 
which they did not consider to be in their interest.

After the incorporation, the internecine feuds among the Kazakhs 
increased. The reason for this was that the whole issue of incorporation 
had become the main bone of contention between the progressive and 
reactionary elements among the Kazakhs. Both the Lesser and Middle 
Kazakh Hordes were convulsed by these feuds, which culminated in the 
assassination of Abulkhair in 1748. The real cause of the continued 
dissension, among the Kazakhs was not understood by the Russian 
authorities of the time. Both then and later the theory was from time to 
time advanced that the Russian government had adopted the wrong way of 
controlling their new subjects and were acting in defiance of old-

273



HISTORY

established customs. Many Soviet historians have fallen into the same 
error with the result that a faulty interpretation has been put on many 
important phases of Kazakh history connected with the incorporation of 
the Kazakhs in the Russian Empire. "Vyatkin1s contention that the 
Russian government fortified its frontiers with the object of conquering* 
Kazakhstan is too one-sided and therefore incorrect. The "emergency 
plan" of Neplyuyev (the Governor of Orenburg) was a precautionary and 
preventive measure against the constant attacks of the Kazakh batyrs on 
the Russian frontier settlements and on the peaceful Kazakh auls which 
had become subject to Russia. It did not constitute part of the basic 
policy of the Russian government. This policy aimed at the gradual 
attachment of the nomads to the soil, at developing among them a settled 
existence, and consequently, at changing their way of life and at check
ing the unbridled use of force and plunder."

Beginning with the movement organized by Srym in 1787 all the 
movements and revolts which followed and continued up to the middle of 
the 19th century were on the one hand the result of intertribal dynastic 
quarrels, and on the other, demonstrations by reactionary elements 
against the beneficial effects of incorporation in the Russian Empire. 
Srym was in touch with Turkish official emissaries and the hand of 
Britain was also at work in the background. He was in addition under 
the reactionary influences of the Muslim authorities in Khiva and 
Bukhara. The Kazakh people were opposed to Srym's movement which aimed 
not at the abolition of the reactionary Kazakh Khanate as many 
historians suppose, but at transferring the power of the Lesser Horde 
from the hands of the progressive dynasty of Abulkhair into those of the 
reactionary sultans such as Kaip, the Khan of Khiva. Vyatkin maintains 
that Srym's movement resulted from the Russian threat to turn the Lesser 
Horde into a colony and that it therefore bore the character of "a 
struggle for freedom". He claims that the law of 1756 laid down the 
general line of Russian policy •which was "to weaken colonial and semi
colonial dependencies and to confine them to what Stalin has described 
as 'barren deserts ’ . " To believe this would be to believe that the 
effect of the incorporation on the Kazakh people was entirely bad. It 
would follow that in the course of nearly two centuries the Russian 
government merely pursued a reactionary policy, -whereas its policy, 
directed as it was towards facilitating the voluntary adherence of 
Kazakhstan to Russia, was a progressive one. Vyatkin has used Stalin's 
words out of their context for they were uttered with special reference 
to the Stolypin reforms of the imperialist period.

The movements -which followed that of Srym were all of similar 
character: Sultan Karatay Nuraliyev (1805-1816), Sultan Arungaza Abul-
gaziz (I8l5-l82l), Batyr Zholaman Tlenshin (1819-1824), Sultans Sarzhan
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and Kenesary Kasymov (l830-l82fO). They were all manifestations against 
the new ideas which had arisen and been developed in connection with the 
union of the Kazakhs with Russia.

The process of assimilating the whole Kazakh people into the Russian 
Empire was a very long one and extended over more than 130 years. The 
reason for this was the overestimation by the Russian government of the 
significance of the 18th century Kazakh Khans who took on themselves the 
obligations of subjection to Russia. The government did not realize or 
take into account the social composition of the Khanates; they were 
extremely weak and primitive state organizations which enjoyed practic
ally no power in time of peace. The Kazakh clan leaders only obeyed 
their Khans while it was in their interest to do so.

One of the principal features of Kazakh nomad society was slavery.
It was still in the process of suppression in the twenties of the 19th 
century and was only abolished in the fifties when complete union was 
finally achieved.

"The union of the Kazakh hordes with Russia, conditioned as it was 
by the social and economic as well as by the external political 
situation in the first half of the 18th century, was an historical event 
of great significance which sprang from the fundamental interests of the 
Kazakh people. It gradually exercised a beneficent influence on the 
whole course of the further economic and cultural development of the 
Kazakhs. The history of the union of Kazakhstan with Russia is the 
history of the struggle of political groups, of the struggle between 
progressive and reactionary tendencies in Kazakh society..* The 
patriarchal-feudal upper crust of Kazakh society (sultans, batyrs, biis 
and bais) as a whole conducted a long and energetic fight against the 
voluntary union of the Kazakh people with Russia and in favour of the 
preservation of the old foundations of an outworn and backward pastoral 
and nomadic society."

It is of considerable interest to compare the foregoing article with 
the relevant articles in the current edition (1950-1953) of the Soviet 
Encyclopaedia. These ascribe the union of the Kazakhs with the Russian 
Empire to fear of the Dzhungarians and it does not attach to Abulkhair's 
victory over them the same importance as Tolybekov does in his desire to 
emphasize the voluntary character of the union. The Encyclopaedia holds
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that after the union the Kazakhs were under pressure from two sides: 
from the sultans, and from the tsarist officials who confiscated the 
best land. In the Encyclopaedia "the sultans and batyrs" are never 
bracketed together as they are by Tolybekov. The sultans are uniformly 
stigmatized, but the batyrs are generally approved. This approval is 
even extended to Batyr Srym to whom Tolybekov takes particular exception. 
The separate encyclopaedia article on Srym finds that his movement did 
not bear a sufficiently "class" character, but it affirms that his dec
laration of war against the sultans and the tsarist government had the 
support of the Kazakh people. There is thus a marked discrepancy 
between the official version of this period of Kazakh history published 
as late as 1953 and the version now put forward by Tolybekov. It may 
be assumed that the latter represents the current official view and thus 
a new phase in historiographical policy.

The extensive quotation from contemporary and 19th century tsarist 
writers on 18th century Kazakh history is part of another relatively new 
phenomenon which has already been noticed in Central Asian Review. This, 
together with the tributes now paid to certain aspects of tsarist policy 
and even of tsarist administration may seem to support the theory that 
Soviet historians are now trying to establish some kind of continuity in 
Russia’s dealings with Asian peoples from the earliest times until the 
present, with the emphasis laid rather on the genius of the Russian 
people than on the peculiar merits of international communism. This 
process, if it is consciously or subconsciously in operation, is bound 
to be gradual. Although some progress has been made in the "unmasking" 
(razoblacheniye) of former "national heroes" such as Srym, Kasymov,
Ablai and Shamil, the more difficult task of whitewashing the "enemies 
of the people" of the "imperialist period" such as Stolypin, Muravyev 
and Kaufmann has not yet been tackled. The possibility of its ever being 
tackled may seem remote; but the tergiversations of Soviet historio
graphical policy have already been so great that even this possibility 
cannot be excluded.
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H I S T O R Y

C E N T R A L  A S I A  B E F O R E  A N D  A F T E R  
T H E  R E V O L U T I O N :

A STUDY IN BLACK AND 'WHITE

In its Bulletin N0.48 for 1954 the Institute of History of the Moscow 
Academy of Sciences published a long study by Professor S.I. Yakubovskaya 
entitled "The Elimination of the State of Inequality among Nations (on the 
basis of the history of the peoples of Central Asia and Kazakhstan)", (l) 
An abridged version of this article, which amounts to some 22,000 words, 
is given below.

The volume of Soviet writing on Central Asian historical subjects 
alone is very considerable and, from the western point of view, much of 
it is prolix and repetitive. It is often moreover inconsistent in its 
conclusions and interpretations, which appear to change according to the 
policy of the day. It is, nevertheless, important to keep Soviet writing 
on Central Asian history under as close scrutiny as possible for two 
reasons: firstly Soviet writers alone have access to Tsarist and Soviet
official archives and to archaeological discoveries, however selective 
and partial their use of these may be; secondly, the periodical changes 
in historical interpretation afford some insight into the psychological 
undercurrents of Soviet, or perhaps one should now say, Russian thought 
and policy.

In dealing with Soviet historical writing it is not possible, as 
advocated by Iytton Strachey in another context, to "row out over that 
great ocean of material and lower down into it, here and there, a little 
bucket, which will bring up to the light of day some characteristic 
specimen to be examined with a careful curiosity." It is extremely 
difficult to prepare concentrated extracts from Soviet historical 
studies, of which the essential features often elude definition in western 
terms; and the most conscientious precis may fail faithfully to reflect 
the spirit of the original. Perhaps the best expedient is from time to 
time to select what appears to be an authoritative summing-up of Soviet 
historical views at a given moment and to set forth its purport as fully 
as space permits. The article at present under consideration seems to
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be of this category. It is of particular interest as having been pub
lished just before what is widely greeted as a detente in the Soviet 
attitude towards the non-communist world. It follows the stereotyped 
method of painting the darkest possible picture of Central Asia before 
the Revolution in order to show what has been done since in the best 
possible light. There are some indications that this method may be going 
out of vogue and one of them can be found in the first article of this 
issue of the Review. It would be premature to attach great importance to 
these indications but it is plainly useful to record them.

The purpose of this article is to survey the essential stages in the 
process of eliminating the inequality among nations, as they are illus
trated by the history of the peoples of Central Asia and Kazakhstan.

In explanation of the significance of the Soviet social order, as a 
liberating force, the author in the course of her dissertation gives a 
description of the state of the peoples of these territories on the eve 
of the October Revolution.

At that stage of her history Tsaxist Russia had achieved some degree 
of development as a capitalist Power, but in matters of rural economy she 
was still backward. Survivals from the times of feudalism and serfdom, 
which still lingered in the system of Russian imperialism, acted as a 
powerful brake on the economic development of the country; yet the 
bourgeoisie, anxious to preserve its solidarity with the monarchy and the 
land-owning class, made no effort to remove such anachronisms as the 
oppression and exploitation of the various peoples of the country.

There was considerable oppression of every description in Russia at 
this time; the people had been subjected to plunder by the monarchy and 
ruling classes who had to some extent turned Central Asia into a "semi
colony". As world capitalism developed there arose a tendency towards 
the suppression of nationalism and towards economic and cultural contacts 
between the different peoples. This tendency could be seen even in 
multi-national Russia. The national territories which had become part of 
the Empire, were closely bound to the central regions - a state of 
affairs which strongly favoured the development of the natural resources 
of the national territories, and which was supported by European Russia. 
Nevertheless, under capitalism this approach to the nationalities was in 
direct opposition to the coercive, imperialist methods of ■unification
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then in operation. The policy of the ruling classes aimed at the exploit 
-ation of the productive resources of the national territories. The 
living conditions of the peoples of these territories were very hard, and 
they were backward both economically and culturally.

Central Asia and Kazakhstan constituted a useful additional source 
of raw materials and agricultural products to the economy of European 
Russia. The urban population in these territories was, however, 
negligible, as was the organized working class, although groups of 
workers were beginning to form. As Russia regarded Central Asia and 
Kazakhstan as colonies, she had perforce to set up industrial enterprises 
and these were mainly connected with the processing of raw cotton.

The newly formed local Uzbek bourgeoisie, -which faithfully supported 
the Tsarist regime, acted chiefly as middlemen although it was also 
active in industry. It associated itself with the ruling classes in their 
plunder of the Uzbek people, and at the time of the socialist revolution, 
openly declared itself against it, thus "attempting... to turn Uzbekistan 
into a colony for foreign capital." The majority of the Uzbeks, about 90 
per cent, were engaged in settled agriculture. These people were cruelly 
exploited both by the feudal bai and by avaricious traders. By entangl
ing the peasants in protracted and specious transactions, the cotton 
traders used to ruin them, often taking even their land from them. The 
condition of the peasants was rendered even harsher by the burden of 
taxation, and the fact that the Imperial Government had pegged down the 
price of cotton in order to keep the prices of industrial and consumer 
goods low.

In the territories subsequently included in the Turkmen SSR, there 
was no industry and the number of persons working for what small enter
prises there were totalled little over 2,000. In Kazakhstan the first 
mines and foundries appeared at the close of the 19th century, and were 
owned mainly by Russian capitalists. These enterprises were on a small 
scale, and the numbers engaged on them was not greater than 8, 200.

Life was extremely hard for the workers of Central Asia; the working 
day was 12 to 14 hours, and wages were low. The peoples were oppressed 
by the ruling classes, and the disposal of lands, pasturage and water was 
in their hands. In the emirate of Bukhara and the khanate of Khorezm the 
position of the peasants was, in actual fact, that of serfs; they perform
ed feudal tasks and paid feudal rent as well as State taxes and dues. The 
opening in Central Asia of State and private banks made the position still 
worse for the masses. In Kazakhstan and Kirgizia the nomads bred cattle, 
but 60 to 70 per cent of the cattle were owned by the feudal ruling class. 
Besides cattle-breeding the feudal bais also engaged in trade and used to
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employ hired labour on a considerable scale. At the same time, as part 
of the inducement to Kazakhstan to join in the general development of an 
all-Russian economy, increased supplies began to appear on the Kazakh 
home market, an impetus being given simultaneously to the settlement of 
Kazakhs on the land.

Apart from Kirgizia, which was as yet unaffected, the foundations 
for the development of capitalism in Central Asia and Kazakhstan had been 
laid before the October Revolution. But in the pre-revolutionary period 
the peoples of the national territories had not yet passed through the 
stage of industrial capitalism.

As a result of the ruthless oppression exercised by the Tsarist 
regime, the peoples of Central Asia and Kazakhstan remained markedly 
backward in matters of culture. In Uzbekistan, at this time, the propor
tion of literacy was not more than 108 per cent and in Turkmenistan not 
more than 0«7 per cent. In these regions there was neither a national 
theatre nor any literature in the native tongue, and of all the news
papers published there was only one in the Uzbek language. The position 
was equally unsatisfactory with regard to health and epidemics were wide
spread.

"The broad masses of the people of these regions languished under 
the oppression of Tsarism and of local exploiters and their hopes were 
centred on the war which the working class, under Bolshevik guidance, was 
waging against Tsarism and exploitation by bourgeois landlords." With 
these words the author terminates her exposition of the state (as she 
sees it) of the peoples of Central Asia and Kazakhstan prior to the 
October Revolution, and proceeds to depict the significance of the liber
ating function of the socialist revolution.

The renaissance of the peoples of the national territories derived 
its origin from the new social and political order founded by the 
Revolution. The general measures taken by the Soviet Government with a 
view to the abolition of political oppression, that is, the nationaliza
tion of the land, natural resources, forests, railways, banks and 
industry, had an effect of the first magnitude on the economy and social 
development in all the national territories. These measures laid the 
foundation for the establishment of a socialist way of life. This new 
way of life provided an economic basis from which the problem of the 
"elimination of inequality" among the nationalities and the assimilation 
of backward and mainly peasant peoples into the constructive order of 
socialism, could be solved.

As one of its first acts, the Soviet Government instituted full
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equality of rights in the spheres of political, economic and cultural 
life. In its dealings -with "All Muslim workers of Russia and the East" 
the Council of Peoples' Commissars declared: "Prom now onwards your 
faiths and customs, your national and cultural institutions shall be free 
and unmolested. Organize your national life freely and without hindrance. 
Your rights will be preserved by all the power of the Revolution and its 
organs."

The Soviet Government recognized immediately the sovereignty of the 
Turkestan Soviet Republic 'which was formed in 1918? the people of which 
expressed their firm desire for a close association with the Russian 
Republic.

The elimination of inequality was accomplished during the construc
tion of socialism throughout the Union. In his work on "Taxation in 
Kind" Lenin, while emphasizing the backward state of the national 
territories, set as a task the transition from pre-capitalism to socialism 
by by-passing capitalism. In his pledge at the Xth Party Congress, Stalin 
showed how the essence of the nationalities problem lay in the abolition 
of the existing state of backwardness of certain nations, and in affording 
these nations the opportunities of catching up with European Russia.

In the resolution passed at the Xth and XIth Party Congresses, ways 
and means of overcoming the economic and cultural backwardness of the 
Soviet East were elaborated. The most important points were the setting 
up of industrial centres in the backward areas, the formation of a prole
tariat from amongst the native workers, socialist reconstruction of 
agriculture and a strengthening of Soviet rule, and the development of a 
culture which was national in form and socialist in content.

Great importance was attached to the national-political demarcation 
of the territories of Central Asia and Kazakhstan; a concept implying the 
merging of the peoples of these regions into independent national States, 
thereby consolidating Soviet rule in a national form comprehensible to the 
masses of the people.

After describing the different stages in the formation of the existing 
Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan, the author gives an account of the 
events of the period 1926-29, a time which marked the beginning of 
industrialization in these territories as part of the process of overcoming 
the backwardness of the people. The Soviet State granted financial help in 
the form of subsidies to the republics of Central Asia and Kazakhstan to 
assist them in the starting up of industrial enterprises. Three large 
textile factories were transferred from European Russia to Central Asia, 
together with their complete equipment and organized teams of Russian
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workers. The raw cotton industry was restored, the cotton-textile, and 
silk-reeling industries were founded, power for the electrification of 
Uzbekistan was acquired, oil production increased, mines were opened up 
and progress was made in the construction of the Turkestan-Siberian rail
way, all in a comparatively short space of time. The Russian workers 
engaged in these enterprises acted as instructors to the native workers 
during their development into an organized body.

During the same period land reform was carried out in Central Asia.
In Uzbekistan land was seized from 23,941 agricultural holdings, 1,347 
landowners1 and 1,296 wealthy merchants1 estates were liquidated and 
surplus land was also seized from 12,198 holdings. As a result of these 
requisitions a reserve of 270,370 hectares of land was available for 
distribution among 65,579 farm-labourers possessing little or no land. In 
the Turkmen SSR land was distributed to 32,377 peasants.

In Kazakh ASSR 1,300,000 hectares of grass - and 1,250,000 hectares 
of arable land were taken over from the bais and distributed among the 
villagers. These seizures, together with the confiscation of cattle from 
the bais and semi-feudal magnates, contributed to a marked degree towards 
the overthrow of the patriarchal and feudal order and served also to 
strengthen the economy of the working elements of the villages. On 27th 
August 1928, on the establishment of the Kazakh Soviet State, 608 bais 
were deprived of their cattle (some 150,000 head) and other possessions, 
all of which were distributed among 25,000 of the poorer farms as well as 
300 collective and State farms specializing in livestock. These confis
cations, and the subsequent re-distribution, were carried out amidst 
acute class-warfare and resulted in a complete change in the appearance 
of the Kazakh village, its central figure now being the well-to-do 
peasant.

Land reform was strongly supported by the rulers of the Soviet Union 
and by 1928 it had been completed throughout the whole of Central Asia.
It was not, however, these social and economic reforms that brought about 
the socialist transformation of the rural economy.

During the years 1926-29, besides strengthening the class basis of 
the workers’ dictatorship, the Party and the Soviet rulers took measures 
to attract women into productive activity. As a result of these measures 
the number of women engaged in production in Uzbekistan, for instance, was 
40 per cent of the entire number of women (1*700 were engaged in industry 
in 1926 as compared with 5,000 in 1929). The numbers of organized workers 
of the different nationalities also increased considerably.

The strengthening of Soviet rule in Central Asia and Kazakhstan met
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with violent opposition from the bais and other feudal elements which 
still exercised some influence on certain sections of the working popula
tion. It was therefore decided to draw the workers away from this 
influence and to awaken in. them a sense of active political participation 
and of independence.

The elections which took place in 1929 showed a remarkable increase 
in political comprehension and in confidence in Soviet rule and the Party. 
The elections were conducted in an atmosphere of intense class warfare, 
but attempts by hostile elements to gain inclusion in Soviet State organs 
met with no success. The results of the elections in all the republics 
showed a considerable increase in voters as compared with the 1925 
elections, when the average number of votes cast in Central Asia did not 
exceed 30 per cent of the electorate. In the 1929 elections the propor
tion voting was: Uzbekistan 70 per cent; Turkmen SSR 62.5 per cent;
Kazakh SSR 60 per cent, whilst the proportion of women taking pant in the 
elections rose from 2 per cent in 1925 to 49»7 per cent in 1929*

The 1929 elections changed the composition, of the village soviets, 
the majorities of which now consisted of poor and well-to-do peasants. 
Initial successes had been gained in the inculcation of Soviet methods 
and in the translation of official secretarial proceedings into the 
native tongue.

In 1926 courses were instituted in the auls and kishlaks for the 
training of village Party workers in order to strengthen the Party organ
ization in the Republics and also to raise the general cultural and 
political level of the communists. The success of these courses was due 
to the participation of Russian workers from the industrial enterprises 
of Central Asia and Kazakhstan. The numbers of the various Communist 
Parties rose in a particularly satisfactory manner between the years 1927 
and 1929« In Uzbekistan the number of members and candidates of the 
Party increased from 26,819 in 1927 to 62,039 in 1929; in the Tadzhik SSR 
from 795 to 4S 429 and in the Kazakh ASSR from 4s 273 to 8,051* Attempts 
by elements hostile to Soviet rule to infiltrate into and disrupt Party 
organizations met with no success.

The political activity of women increased to a remarkable degree; in 
the Uzbek SSR elections of 1926, 16 per cent voted, this percentage 
increased to 51 in 1928, and the number of women members of the soviets 
increased from 12 per cent in 1926 to 26 per cent in 1929* In the Turkmen 
SSR the percentage of women taking part in elections rose from 12 per cent 
in 1926 to 40o7 per cent in 1929 and the numbers of women members of 
village soviets from 9»6 to l6o7 per cent. There was considerable 
opposition to the emancipation of women, in regard both to their political
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activities and towards those who discarded the traditional veil. Hostile 
elements organized terrorist actions, and in 1928 the judicial organs of 
the Uzbek SSR passed forty-five death sentences on those convicted of 
terrorism.

The spread of national education was also meeting with success* In 
the Uzbek SSR in 1914 there were 17,229 pupils in primary and secondary 
schools, in 1928-29 there were 1.67,938; in the Turkmen SSR the figures
were 15,736 in 1925 and .31,4-15 in 1928. There was also an increase in the
number of girls attending school and in the school year 1927-28 their 
numbers had risen to 26*1 per cent in the Uzbek SSR. Teaching was in the 
native language. During the same period the religious schools (mekteb) 
closed down automatically owing to lack of pupils. There was also an 
increase in the number of institutions for political instruction and other
branches of culture in Central Asia and Kazakhstan. By 1928 the Uzbek SSR
had 187 libraries, 98 of these being in. villages, and 12 theatres*

Considerable progress was also made in health services. In Uzbekistan 
there were 89O hospital beds in 1913 and 4, 214 in 1928j in Turkmenistan 
there were 32 dispensaries and hospitals in 1925 and 55 in 1929, w h ils t 
the number of hospital beds had increased from 210 to 818.

Thus, in the period 1925-29 considerable advances were made towards 
socialism, and in their economic and cultural progress by the peoples of 
Central Asia and Kazakhstan. The victory of socialism in the Soviet Union 
inevitably eliminated inequality among the different nationalities. Thanks 
to their socialist industrialization, Central Asia and Kazakhstan had been 
transformed into industrial-agrarian countries.

During the first two five-year plans, operations for the development 
of natural resources were put into effect. In Kazakhstan large scale geo
logical prospecting brought to ligjit a number of exceedingly rich strata.
At the same time construction of lead and copper-smelting works and of 
immense undertakings from other non-ferrous metals, was begun. Milliards 
of rubles were allocated from the Union budget for the development of 
Kazakhstan and a substantial flow of machinery was despatched from the 
factories of the Union to these territories. Large numbers of qualified 
workers, engineers and technicians were sent to Kazakhstan where they 
trained thousands of the workers and intelligentzia in their special 
crafts. The third coal base of the Soviet Union was also established in 
Kazakhstan during this period, together with a number of large-scale 
enterprises in ferrous metals and oil-prospecting was started in the Embal 
region.

This period also saw the equipping of the Tashkent textile combine and
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agricultural machinery works, the Yangipol tinned products combine, the 
Tashkent tanning works, the Fergana spinning and weaving factory, three 
oil-producing concerns, etc. In the Turkmen SSR chemical enterprises 
were set up in the Kara-Kum and Kara-Buz districts and also food 
industries. The number of electric power stations was increased.

The elimination of inequality was also helped by an increase in 
capital investment in the national economy of the republics. In the 
Turkmen SSR capital investment in industry amounted to 7» 7m. rubles in 
1929 and had increased to 23» 7m. rubles in 1931; in Uzbekistan it amount
ed to 77.5m. rubles in 1928 and 322.3m. in 1937« The numbers of organized 
workers in the proletariat increased too, reaching the figure of 500,000 
in Uzbekistan, 150,000 in Turkmenistan and 700,000 in Kazakhstan in 1936. 
Moreover the percentage of indigenous workers rose to a remarkable degree.

The collectivization of agriculture was effected in Central Asia and 
Kazakhstan with the help of the Russian people and as the result of 
industrialization; they were thus able to pass directly to socialism 
without passing through the capitalist stage of development. The Soviet 
Government and Party together with local Party organs and soviets laid 
down the ways and means by which collectivization in each individual 
republic was to be effected. The workers in aul and kishlak actively 
supported collectivization but there was bitter opposition from the bais, 
kulaks and "bourgeois nationalists". The opposition of these elements 
expressed itself in the mass slaughter of cattle, in terrorist acts 
against communists and activists, and, in Karakalpakia, in an armed 
rising. A highly important role in the enforcement of collectivization 
was played by the workers of the "Twenty Five Thousand", sent to Central. 
Asia from the industrial regions of European Russia. Much significance 
attaches, moreover, to the fact that workers from the industrial centres 
of Russia were put in charge of those of the national republics.

The position with regard to agricultural machinery improved greatly 
between the years 1928 and 1936, and was helped by the policy of the 
Government of the Soviet Union which facilitated the equipment and devel
opment of machinery centres in the national republics. The number of 
tractors and combines available from MT stations, as well as the MT 
stations themselves, increased considerably in both the Uzbek and Turkmen 
SSR.

Lange sums were devoted to irrigation; during the first and second 
five-year plans, 2,494m* rubles were spent on works of this kind. Con
siderable sums were also spent on the settlement of nomadic elements on 
the land, 20m. rubles from the Union budget being sent to the Kazakh SSR 
in 1930 and 35m. in 1931 for this purpose. Towards the end of the second
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five-year plan cotton production had risen to 1 ,527*9 thousand tons (1937) 
as compared with 516.4- thousand tons in 1913« At that time, however, the 
total grain harvest had not reached the 1913 level, and it was not until 
1938, in Uzbekistan, that a grain harvest of 102 per cent of the 1913 
figure was achieved.

These figures show that during the years of the second five-year plan 
the peoples of Central Asia were no longer backward economically, and 
their economy had become a socialist one. But culturally some elements of 
inequality still existed; these were overcome in the course of further 
drastic cultural changes. The victory of socialism in the USSR had brought 
an increase in material prosperity and an improvement of the cultural 
level amongst the peoples of Central Asia. During the period 1929-37 
there was a fall in workers' pay in capitalist countries. In Germany this 
was 21 per cent, in Italy 18 per cent, in the USA 14- per cent and in Japan 
12 per cent. But in Uzbekistan, for example there was an increase of 2.8 
per cent.

Both living conditions and medical services improved during these 
years. Between 1917 and 1936, 5,215 dwelling houses covering an area of 
960.2 thousand square metres were built in Uzbekistan. The number of 
medical institutions in the republics increased fourfold between 1913 and 
1937; the number of doctors was 18.5 times greater, and there was an 
increase in children's clinics and kindergartens.

There were further increases in the numbers of pupils attending prim
ary and secondary schools. In the school year 1938-39 the numbers in the 
schools of Uzbekistan were 64- times greater than in 1913, 71*3 per cent of 
them being Uzbeks. Towards the end of the second five-year plan, there 
were 10,000 specialists with higher education working in Uzbekistan 50 per 
cent of whom were Uzbeks.

In 1914 there had been only one theatre in Uzbekistan, in 1937 there 
were 44 and the number of cinemas had by that time increased 22.5 times. 
The classics of Marxism and Leninism had been published in popular 
editions.

The fundamental change in the moral and political outlook of the 
peoples of Central Asia and Kazakhstan had, as the result of the victory 
of socialism, made them into socialist nations with a high standard of 
culture and sharing in the sentiment of Soviet patriotism; and it 
"strengthened their confidence in the Party and in their own Soviet rule."

The moral and political unity of these peoples was demonstrated dur
ing the elections for the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and for the Supreme
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Soviets in the National Republics, -when they elected as members of these 
bodies "the finest sons and daughters of the multi-national Soviet 
people."

The Constitution of 1936 consolidated the victory of socialism in 
the USSR, so that during the ensuing period of gradual transition to 
communism the problem of the elimination of the inequality of nations no 
longer existed; it had already been solved.

Note

(l) Likvidatsiya Fakticheskogo Neravenstva Natsii (NA Primere Istorii 
Narodov Srednei Azii i Kazakhstana).
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A G R I C U L T U R E

D R I V E  F O R  I N C R E A S E D  M A I Z E  P R O D U C T I O N

Introduction - Research and improved methods of cultivation - Mech
anization - Cultivation in individual Republics.

Great emphasis has recently been laid in the Soviet press on the necessity 
for a substantial increase in livestock throughout the Soviet Union; but 
difficulty is being experienced in producing even enough fodder for the 
present livestock population. Propaganda drives and numerous speeches by 
agricultural leaders urging sovkhozes and kolkhozes to make greater 
efforts in the drive to grow more maize for animal feed have had compara
tively little effect. A year or so ago it was announced in the press that 
the drive for more maize was to be intensified, and in January 1955 as the 
result of a report submitted by N.S. Khrushchev, the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party issued a directive concerning the development of by
products of livestock breeding. The importance of maize cultivation for 
fodder was particularly stressed and by i960 it is planned to have about 
28m. hectares under maize in the USSR.

It is evidently considered that maize constitutes the best solution 
to the fodder problem. Maize contains 70 per cent starch, 13 per cent 
albumen and 5-6 per cent fat and it is estimated that 1 kg. of maize grain 
produces 3,290 calories as compared with 2,160 calories from oats and 
3,060 calories from barley. But the usefulness of maize is not limited to 
its grain, as maize stems, cobs and green leaves make excellent silage for 
cattle, and the cobs can also be used as pig fodder. In addition to its 
usefulness as animal feed, maize is also used as a raw material in the 
starch-molasses industry, distilleries, sugar and chemical industries and 
the building industry.

In 1955 sovkhozes and kolkhozes were instructed to substitute maize 
cultivation for that of other grain crops and perennial grasses, and also 
to extend the area under maize by ploughing up meadow and pasture-land.
The drive for increased maize production is likely to be even further in
tensified in the near future.

In spite of the great importance of maize as a fodder crop, it has up 
to now been cultivated almost exclusively in the southern and central
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regions of the Ukraine, in Moldavia, North Caucasus and Trans-Caucasia. 
Prior to the 1955 directive, little maize was grown in the Central Asian 
republics, as it was believed by the agricultural experts that this crop 
could be cultivated only in a moderate or warm climate and on black soil. 
It is now thought that many areas of Central Asia could produce two maize 
harvests a year, the second crop being cut for silage while still green.

It is now considered in the Soviet Union that the square-cluster 
method of maize cultivation gives the best results. For a good crop, 40- 
45?000 plants per hectare are sufficient; to achieve this number of 
plants, only 15-18 kg. of seed need be sown if the square-cluster method 
is used, as opposed to 50-50 kg. if sown in rows. Clusters of 2 or 3 
plants are sown, each cluster is separated from its neighbour by a square 
of 70 x 70 or 60 x 60 cm. Several cultivations and waterings are 
necessary if the best results are to be obtained. In experimental 
stations as much as 70-80 centners of grain and 800-1,000 centners of 
green mass for silage per hectare has been obtained.

In Kazakhstan, experience has shown that the best yields are obtain
ed by sowing about 122,000 seeds per hectare by the square-cluster method.
Clusters of 5 or 6 seeds are planted 10 cm. deep, with squares of 60 x 60 
or 70 x 70 cm. between. For the highest yield, only two young plants per 
square (40-45? 000 per hectare) should be lef t af ter hoeing and cultivation 
has been completed. The right selection of seed is, of course, also of 
great importance and in south Kazakhstan the nAlma-Atinka-51"? "Alma- 
Atinka-54M? "Krasnodarka^" hybrids and varieties such as " Trans Carpathian 
Yellow” and "Partisanka” have proved the most satisfactory.

Other good results have been obtained by using ”Alma-Atinka-236ft seed 
with 6 plants per cluster and 70 x 70 cm. squares; three waterings were 
given and the yield was 1,077 centners of green mass per hectare. By 
using this method, the experimental station of the Kazakh branch of the 
Vashnii have obtained 70 centners of grain and over 1,000 centners of 
silage per hectare, and Michurin kolkhoz of the Alma-Ata oblast 86 cent
ners of grain per hectare.

In spite of intensive propaganda in the press and the issue of 
special publications to encourage this method of maize cultivation, many 
kolkhozes of Central Asia and Kazakhstan are not yet using it.

Particular attention is being paid to the development of hybrid 
varieties of seed, which have been found more suited to the climatic 
conditions of north Kazakhstan and to produce better crops. The Kuban ex
perimental station of the All-Union Botanic Institute has recently 
developed the "VXR-42" hybrid, which has yielded as much as 58 centners of
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grain per hectare. In Kazakh SSR yields of between 30-50 centners of 
grain have been obtained from the "VIR-25", "VIR-50" and other hybrids.
In the Alma-Ata oblast, the "Krasnodarka-4" hybrid has proved quite satis
factory, and in the Taldy-Kurgan region the "Collective 13/380" hybrid 
(produced by crossing "Minnesota 13" with "Grushevskaya 380") has also 
given good results. Other satisfactory yields have been obtained with the 
"Krasnodar-4" hybrid (85 centners per hectare) and "Krasnodar-2" (67 cent
ners) . These compare favourably with the non-hybrid "Sterling" -which 
yields 63 centners of grain per hectare.

Within the next three years all kolkhozes and sovkhozes of Central 
Asia are to use hybrid, seed. The State selection stations are responsible 
for providing the most suitable varieties.

At the Kazakh experimental station of the Vashnii, the following 
methods of fertilizing maize have been tried out:

In one field 25 tons of manure per hectare were used and the yield 
per hectare was 89 tons of grain. In another field only chemical 
fertilizer was used and the yield was 74»3 centners per hectare. In 
a third field the soil was originally dressed with 25 tons of manure; 
2« 2 centners of superphosphate, 2.2 centners of potassium salt and 2 
centners of ammonium nitrate were added prior to sowing, and -while 
the maize was maturing 0.8 centners of potassium salt, and 1 centner 
of ammonium nitrate were applied per hectare. This produced a grain 
yield of 100 centners per hectare.

Fertilizers are usually ploughed in to a depth of 22-25 cm. applied 
at a depth of 10-12 cm. before sowing and at 8 10 cm. during the vege
tation period.

In 1954, the MTS and sovkhozes of Central Asia and Kazakhstan 
received their first "SKT-6" planting machines. These are a modernized 
version of the "SSh-6A" planting machine equipped with a "VIM" device. 
These machines sow 6 lines spaced at 70 cm. intervals in one run. If 
coupled to a "U-2" tractor they can sow 1.3 hectares per hour. They are 
not, however, as yet available in sufficient numbers and in the meantime 
the re-equipped "T-8-2A", "SZTK" and "SD-2A" planting machines are also 
used.

If the square-cluster method of maize growing is employed, cultiva
tion can be entirely mechanized. This results in a saving of 30 to 35 man- 
days per hectare.
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In Uzbekistan, the "Local Late" and "VIR-156" varieties of maize are 
cultivated; both are sown between 15th March and 15th April and both have 
a 110-130 day vegetation period. The "Samarkand White" and the "Minne
sota 12 extra", with a 85-90 day vegetation period, are used for the 
second sowing in June-July. Cultivation of hybrid varieties is shortly 
to be organized; these seeds produce a much better grain crop.

Maize is now being grown on a large scale in the Fergana Valley. The 
kolkhozes of the Fergana oblast require more than 600 tons of maize seed, 
but only some 40 tons had been delivered by the end of March 1955» Only 
four special "SKG-6" maize planting machines are available in the Fergana 
oblast and many fields have not been prepared for sowing. According to 
Pravda Vostoka of 24th March 1955? any further delay in sowing will 
result in the nor-fulfilment of the planned quotas and the consequent 
shortage of fodder for animal husbandry in this region.

In Tadzhikistan the cultivation of maize is also behind schedule. In 
spite of this, the total area sown in Leninabad oblast in 1955 is several 
times that of 1954 but little is being done to ensure the preparation of 
maize silage. Only one-fifth of the planned number of silage plants have 
actually been laid so far. In some kolkhozes of the Vakhsh valley and of 
Kulyab oblast, however, as much as 50-55 centners of corn and 1,100 cent
ners of green mass were obtained per hectare in 1954* The method of 
cultivation in Tadzhikistan is to plant 20-25 kg. of seed per hectare, 
with intervals between the rows of 60 cm.; in square-cluster sowing after 
the young plants have been mechanically cultivated fertilizer is added. 
When the panicles appear on the plants, a second dressing of fertilizer 
is given.

In the spring of 1954 maize seed was first introduced in the Pamir 
kolkhozes. At the Karl Marx collective yields of 40.5 centners of grain 
and 300 centners of green mass for silage were obtained. It is expected 
to increase this to 50 centners of grain and 400 centners of silage in 
1955* In March 1955 a conference of 300 leaders of the "maize brigades" 
took place at Kulyab and it was decided to sow 6,000 hectares to maize in 
this oblast in 1955*

100,000 hectares of maize should have been sown in Kirgizia in 1955» 
The Chu Valley is especially suitable for maize cultivation. In Frunze 
oblast it was planned to put 21,000 hectares under maize in 1955? but 
this target has not been reached. Lack of organization and the general 
inefficiency of the administration responsible seem to be the reasons why 
the programme was not fulfilled. In Dzhalal-Abad oblast it was planned 
to sow 16,000 hectares of maize in 1955 and 170 special "brigades" have 
been organized for this purpose. Many of these "brigades" have pledged
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themselves to obtain a yield of 25 centners of grain and 350 centners of 
silage per hectare. A few kolkhozes completed sowing by the middle of 
April but by the end of the month only about 30 per cent of the programme 
had been achieved. The kolkhozes of the Issyk-Kul oblast should have 
sown 12,000 hectares to maize in 1955 > but in many raions the work is be
hind schedule; special tools are lacking and hand-sowing is a very slow 
process. Ey May 15th this oblast had sown only 6.3 per cent of the planned 
hectarage.'

Several varieties of maize have been experimentally tested in Kirgizia, 
among them the "North Dakota", "Zhemchuzhina Chakinskaya", "Risovaya", 
"Spassovkaya" and "Risovaya 645" seeds. These varieties all yield between 
31 and 50 centners of maize grain per hectare. In grain cultivation (as 
opposed to green mass for silage) the pattern of sowing is 20-40 kg. of 
seed per hectare, together with 60 kg. of granulate superphosphate and 15- 
20 kg. granulate ammonium nitrate. This encourages early and good growth 
of the young plants. Manure, chicken droppings and stove ash are also 
used as fertilizers in Kirgizia.

Numerous shortcomings are reported from various regions of Kirgizia. 
Many kolkhozes did not organize special "brigades" for maize cultivation, 
and square-cluster planting is not as widely used as had been expected.
There is a shortage of special planting machines ■which has led to the use of 
so-called "reconstructed" grain and sugar-beet planting machines. These 
shortcomings appear to be due to the fact that whilst the administration 
issues a large number of orders and regulations, little practical help is 
given to collective farms.

It is planned to increase the area under maize in Turkmenistan tenfold 
between 1954 and I960. The first experimental crops have shown that it is 
possible to obtain 250-300 centners of green mass for silage per hectare in 
Tashauz and other oblasts. In individual cases yields were between 218-519 
centners per hectare. As the result of late sowing, no grain crop was pro
duced in 1954®

In Turkmenistan the vegetation period of the different varieties of 
maize varies from 85 to 140 days. Grain grows well when planted at a depth 
of 10 cm. with a temperature of 10-12° C. Several maize-planting machines 
are in use including the cotton-sowing machine "SSK" equipped with a special 
device for square-cluster sowing. An average of 35 kg. of maize seed is 
sown per hectare. In lineal sowing the interval between the weeded plants 
is 25-30 cm.

A number of kolkhozes in Turkmenistan cultivate the "Krasnodarka-4" 
hybrid and the "Grushevskaya" maize. Good fodder crops from these varieties
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were obtained in 1954 but hybrid seeds are important for the further ex
pansion of maize cultivation in this area. Despite the fact that the 
hectarage under maize in 1955 is much larger than that of 1954, in many 
collective farms sowing had not been started by the middle of April, 
whilst in others progress was very slow. In the Ashkhabad oblast out of 
a planned 372 hectares, only 30 had actually been sown by April 10th.

Particular importance is attached to the cultivation of maize in 
Kazakhstan. By 10th June 1955 over 700,000 hectares were under maize.

In addition to the southern provinces of Kazakhstan, in which an 
average temperature of 30° C. lasts for 140-200 days per annum, the 
cultivation of maize is now being extended to west and north Kazakhstan. 
In some of the eastern regions of the republic, favourable conditions 
for certain types of maize are found, i.e. a number of quick-ripening 
varieties can be cultivated for grain in this area, whereas in other 
areas it is only possible to obtain a green crop for silage.

The southern provinces of Kazakhstan are to become the main centre 
for maize cultivation. State experimental stations and specially chosen 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes are to ensure the supply of high quality sorted 
seeds and hybrid grains to the collective and State farms of the other 
regions of the Kazakh SSR. According to records recently published in 
the regional press of Kazakhstan, the average maize yield in 1954 at the 
Gigant kolkhoz of the Chilii raion (Kzyl-Orda oblast) was 80 centners of 
grain and 1,029 centners of green mass per hectare. The "Krasnodar-4” 
hybrid maize yielded 92 centners per hectare in the Dzhambul oblast.
Here the average yield of maize during the last three years was 43*5 
centners of grain and 309 centners of green mass per hectare. In south
east and southern Kazakhstan, the yield has varied between 39 and 92 
centners of grain and 350 to 400 centners of green fodder per hectare 
during the past few years. But in many kolkhozes, even in irrigated 
areas, the yields remain poor; often maize is sown on unsuitable land or 
in inadequately prepared areas. Irrigated land has to be used for maize 
cultivation in the southern and south-eastern oblasts of Kazakhstan. 
Moisture is conserved in the soil, which has to be well softened as 
maize roots penetrate much deeper than those of other grain crops.

In many kolkhozes and MTS of South-Kazakhstan, Taldy-Kurgan, West- 
Kazakhstan and other oblasts, hoeing is late and the situation is no 
better in the majority of collective farms of the Aktyubinsk and Kus
tanai oblasts. Communist party executives, agronomists and directors of 
the MTS and chairmen of kolkhozes are, apparently, responsible for this 
failure. Criticisms of this state of affairs have been published in the 
local press.
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The western part of Kazakhstan is warm enough for the cultivation of 
several varieties of maize. The average temperature during the vegetation 
period of between 130-150 days, varies from 15° 0 and 31° C. The low 
rainfall in this area, however, necessitates the special selection of 
maize seed, ploughing must be deep and watering assured. According to 
data obtained over the past four years by the Kluchevskii selection 
station (Aktyubinsk oblast) the average maize yield was 21 jjentners 
(local maize) and 19.9 centners (North Dakota maize) per hectare. At 
Baksai experimental station (Guryev oblast) the yield (Alma-Atinka 236 
variety) with square-cluster sowing and watering, was 57-8 centners of 
grain and 900 centners of green mass for silage, per hectare.

In northern Kazakhstan between 250-4-00 centners of unripened maize 
and green mass can be obtained per hectare. The frostless period varies 
here from between 100 and 300 days, but the average temperature during 
this period does not exceed 18-20° C and no normal ripening is possible.
In Dvor Ilyicha kolkhoz of the Sokolovski raion (North-Kazakhstan oblast)
500 centners of unripened maize and green mass were obtained per hectare 
in 1954- In Beregovoi sovkhoz of the Pavlodar oblast 300 centners per 
hectare were harvested in 1954-

At Pobeda kolkhoz (Akmolinsk oblast) 500 hectares are to be put 
under maize in 1955? compared with only 14-0 hectares in 1954- 10,000
centners of grain and 15,000 centners of high quality silage should be pro
duced this year. In this oblast agricultural courses were organized during 
the winter to train people in maize cultivation.

Prior to 1955 and. in spite of repeated efforts on the part of officials, 
maize cultivation in some kolkhozes and sovkhozes in Kazakhstan had in fact 
decreased in recent years. In the South-Kazakhstan oblast, for instance, 
only 1,300 hectares were sown in 1954- instead of the planned 6,300 hectares, 
and in certain raions its cultivation had been completely neglected. Many 
kolkhozes were sceptical as to the suitability of local conditions for maize 
cultivation and were reluctant to make the attempt. Selection of land was 
far behind schedule and equipment remained unclaimed at the stores of the 
agricultural supplies organizations. But some individual collective farms 
have shown initiative; for instance, the Telmann kolkhoz (Chimkent raion), 
in which the target of 30 centners of grain and 600 centners of green 
fodder per hectare was achieved.

An ambitious programme for large-scale increase in livestock has been 
planned for Kazakhstan. This is, of course, dependent on the production of 
sufficient feeding-stuff and in this connection the importance •which is 
attached to the maize drive was recently made clear when N.D. Undasynov, 
Chairman of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Kazakh SSR announced
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that the number of cattle is to be doubled between 1955 and. I960, and 
poultry is to be increased twelve times. Thus by I960 there should be 
6m. head of cattle, including at least 2,600,000 cows, more than 36m. 
sheep and goats and about 1,500,000 pigs. During the next five or six 
years Kazakhstan is to double or treble the output of meat, wool and milk

Sources

1. Rasshirenie Posevov Kukuruzy. B. Vakhulin. Voprosy Ekonomiki,
No.51, 1955.

2. Vyraschivanie Kukuruzy v Novykh Raionakh. B.P. Soloviev.
Moscow, 1955•

3* Central Asian Press.
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A G R I C U L T U R E

L A N D  R E C L A M A T I O N  I N  K A Z A K H S T A N

The new immigrants - Their requirements - Communications - Ploughing 
-up campaign - Lack of granaries and other shortages - Progress in 
individual oblasts.

When Kazakhstan's land reclamation programme is completed, an area of 
about the size of Italy will be under cultivation. More than 26m. hec
tares of virgin land will have been ploughed up, which, together with 
the original 11-gm. hectares of arable, will bring the total to 37gm -

A programme of this size obviously demands a large staff of survey
ors, planners and scientists, a huge labour force, vast quantities of 
machinery, transport and equipment, and a system of communications by 
road and rail.

An article in the last issue of this Review entitled The Settlers 
on the New Lands gave some account of the scientists' work to date.
Since then they have been studying soil erosion in the Kustanai and 
Pavlodar oblasts, and the possibility of using sub-soil water in the 
Pavlodar oblast for farms, fields and settlements. A team of hydrolo
gists, hydrochemists, meteorologists and aerophotographers from the 
Leningrad Hydrological Institute has been investigating water resources 
over an area of 180,000 sq.km, in the Kokchetav, Akmolinsk and Kustanai 
oblasts. It has set up 76 stations on rivers and lakes to observe their 
level and flow, and has drilled bore-holes and wells to study the 
behaviour of water underground.

As to the labour force, the same article stated that the number of 
settlers on the new sovkhozes had reached 132,000 by April 1955* By 
the 8th June, according to Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, it had exceeded 
140,000, of whom more than 4,500 were agricultural technicians. They 
came from various parts of European Russia. Moscow City and oblast 
provided staffs for 21 sovkhozes, Leningrad for 15 sovkhozes in the Pav
lodar oblast. The Kustanai sovkhozes got their labour from the Orel, 
Gorki and Sverdlovsk oblasts, those in west Kazakhstan from the Ryazan 
and Molotov oblasts, and those in Aktyubinsk from the Yaroslavl, Kursk, 
Tambov, Ivanovo, Belgorod, Voronezh, Kalinin and Krasnodar oblasts.
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Elsewhere, Ukrainians staffed 54 sovkhozes, Byelorussians 24, and Moldav
ians, Latvians and Lithuanians 4 each. The above-mentioned figure of 
4,500 technicians includes 2,000 graduates from the School of Mechani
zation of Agriculture in Novosibirsk. Young mechanics are still arriving 
from Minsk, Gorki and Dnepropetrovsk, builders from Lithuania, Armenia, 
Leningrad, Novosibirsk and Orekhovo-Zuevo, railwaymen from the Donets, 
Mbscow-Kursk and Donbass lines.

Immigration on this scale has entailed much inconvenience and even 
hardship for the workers themselves. Accommodation is often scarce and 
shopping facilities inadequate. On several sovkhozes in the Akmolinsk, 
Kustanai and Kokchetav oblasts not a single bouse had been completed by 
the end of May 1955» and in August the total for all the sovkhozes on the 
new lands was only 12,000. The Irtyshstroi Authority, which is respons
ible for building work in east Kazakhstan, spent only 450,000 rubles, or 
less than 6 per cent of the 8m. rubles allotted to it. On the other hand, 
where local authorities and farm managers have been particularly 
efficient, work is progressing satisfactorily. For example, at the 
Rentabelny sovkhoz in the Akmolinsk oblast several streets of houses were 
built from local materials within four months. Again, at the Molodezhny 
sovkhoz 14 eight-flat houses, a canteen, a shop, public baths and a 
granary had all been completed by mid-August, while 47 privately built 
houses were under construction with the help of Government loans.

As for shopping facilities, Mr. D.A. Kunayev, Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers of the Kazakh SSR, says in his report on the republic's farms 
that, although this year's grant of 260m. rubles to Kazpotrebsoyuz (Kazakh 
Co-operative Union) was three times that of 1954? neither it nor its 
regional counterparts have distributed supplies in accordance with the 
immigrants' needs. Some raions have more stocks than they can sell ■while 
others cannot meet the demands made on them. Things like kerosene, 
matches, soap, furniture, cooking utensils and crockery are often scarce, 
(see article on The Availability of Commodities in Central Asia in this 
issue). Canteens, he says, are dirty and their fare monotonous. The 
building of shops, especially in the Akmolinsk, North-Kazakhstan, Pavlodar 
and Kokchetav oblasts, is progressing very slowly; 355 were due to be 
built in 1955? but not one had been begun by 10th August. Canteens are 
also behindhand; out of 267 planned for the year, only 27 had been started.

To set the immigrants to work, huge quantities of mechanical equip
ment were obviously needed. Up to June 1955? grants of over two billion 
rubles had been made for buying it. Machines supplies to the new sovkhozes 
include 38,000 tractors, 15,000 ploughs, 16,000 planting machines, 12,000 
combine-harvesters, 7j>000 cultivators, 7,500 lorries and 1,000 mobile 
electric power-stations. Twenty-six new MTS are due to be built this year.
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The tractors come from Stalingrad and Chelyabinsk, the combine-harvesters 
from Rostov-on-Don, and the lorries and power-stations from Moscow.

The plans for road and rail communications on the new lands were 
described in the last issue of this Review. Over 2,000 km. of new rail
ways are to be built and it is expected that they will be in full working 
order by the autumn of 1957? though some skeleton services were due to be 
running by August 1955* In addition, about 1,800 km. of metalled 
asphalted roads will be made by 1957» Meanwhile, some 100,000 bicycles 
have been imported for the settlers' use.

The army of immigrants described above, using machinery of the kinds 
just mentioned, is rapidly changing the face of the countryside. "What 
only two years ago was fallow virgin land is now bearing crops of wheat, 
maize, rice, sunflowers, cotton, sugar-beet, tobacco, poppies and hemp.

It would be rash to state categorically the area of virgin land that 
has already been ploughed up or sown, since the figures given from time 
to time by the Central Asian Press are hard to reconcile. Press reports, 
however, agree to this extent - that for the republic as a whole, the 
planned quotas for ploughing were exceeded in both the 1954 and 1955 
seasons (see Appendix i). (it should be noted, however, that no informa
tion is available as to how quotas are arrived at.) Nevertheless, 
complaints of slow progress have appeared in the papers. Mr. G. Melnik, 
the Kazakhstan Minister of Agriculture, wrote in Kazakhstanskaya Pravda 
of the 27th May 1955 that many MTS were not using all the tractors that they 
might. The Konzharskaya, Novo-Pederovskaya, Kzyl-Zharskaya, Tamdysai and 
several other MTS in the Aktyubinsk oblast, each of which was due to plough 
up between 10,000 and 13,000 hectares, had not even made a start. The same 
paper said on 18th June that sovkhozes in the Aktyubinsk and East-Kazakh- 
stan oblasts were behindhand, for which it blamed the regional authorities, 
Vishenin and Nazarov. Again on 17th August it complained of delays in the 
North, South, East and West Kazakhstan oblasts, as well as in Akmolinsk, 
Kokchetav, Kustanai, Karaganda, Pavlodar, Aktyubinsk and Taldy-Kurgan. 
Machines, it said, were not being used to their full capacity owing to bad 
organization. It stressed the importance of ploughing early in the year, 
for experience had shown that land ploughed in May or June yielded 3 or 4 
centners per hectare more than land ploughed later in the year. Yet again 
on 25th August it said that in the Alma-Ata oblast 8 MTS had not begun 
ploughing; in South-Kazakhstan oblast none of the sovkhozes and not one of 
its 24 MTS had got the land ready for sowing next spring; in the Pavlodar 
oblast the kolkhozes and MTS had ploughed only 117,000 hectares, or 7*7 per 
cent of their quota.

Reclamation is taking place mainly in the northern part of the Republic
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- in the North-Kazakhstan, Kustanai, Akmolinsk, Kokchetav and Pavlodar 
oblasts, where black soil predominates. According to Kazakhstanskaya 
Pravda of the 29th June 1955? it is being done by the staffs of 2,34-8 
kolkhozes, 421 MTS and 513 sovkhozes, 337 of which have been started in 
the past two years. Each of these new sovkhozes was charged with the 
task of reclaiming from 20 to 40 thousand hectares. The same paper 
reported in August that the area reclaimed to date had reached 16m. 
hectares and that the total then under crops, on both old and new lands, 
was 17,553? 000 hectares. The latter is 1-gm. hectares above the planned 
quota and consists mostly of wheat, the hectarage of which is 6,640,000 
more than in 1954* The area under maize is 20 times what it was in 1954? 
and that under millet, at 1,400,000 hectares, is nearly double.

The harvesting of these 17,553,000 hectares is being done by 30,000 
combine-harvesters. Ey 13th August, 3,191,000 hectares had been finished 
and by 5th September much still remained to be done (see Appendix II). 
This has been largely due to the requisite machinery being out of repair 
when it was wanted. In the Akmolinsk and North-Kazakhstan oblasts 257 
combine-harvesters were awaiting overhaul in workshops. Another cause 
was that, owing to drought, the crops often did not grow high enough to 
reach the cutting blades on the combine-harvesters, which meant that they 
had to be fitted with special devices to deal with short stems. There 
was a scarcity too of screening machines. Some had been ordered from the 
Kuibyshev Works at Petropavlovsk but did not arrive in time, while the 
sovkhoz staffs, who should have made 1,200 machines themselves, had made 
only 200 by the time harvesting started. A hundred and fifty loaders 
were ordered from the Akmolinsk Wagon Repair Shops, but not a single one 
was delivered.

The storage of harvested crops is a formidable problem. One thou
sand and twenty-three granaries should have been built in time for this 
year's harvest, but by the end of June no more than 252 were ready; in 
other words, there was storage room for only 804,300 tons as against the 
3,273,600 tons for which plans had been made. Moreover, some of the 
existing granaries in the Akmolinsk, Pavlodar, East-Kazakhstan and Kok
chetav oblasts were not repaired in time for the harvest, and on the 10th 
August Kaz akhs t. anskay a Pravda was complaining that the building of grain 
dryers had not been started.

The building of granaries is the responsibility of 16 Construction 
Authorities. In the Kustanai, Aktyubinsk and West-Kazakhstan oblasts it 
is in charge of the Glavzapstroi (Main Western Construction Authority) 
working under the republican Ministry of Town and Country Building. 
According to Kazakhstanskaya Pravda of 30th June, this Authority had com
pleted only 10.3 per cent of its scheduled work by the end of May. Labour
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materials and transport, it said, were all available but in West-Kazakh- 
stan, at least, progress was very slow owing to the Authority’s 
inefficiency. In many areas cement, timber and other materials were not 
obtained in time and many sites were short of lorries, concrete mixers, 
cranes and conveyors. Bricks were being brought from distant mills when 
new mills should have been built on the spot or existing local ones 
enlarged.

In the Kokchetav and North-Kazakhstan oblasts the main body responsi
ble for building work is the Glavsevstroi (Main Northern Construction 
Authority), though some other authorities also operate here, such as the 
Kazstroimekhanizatsia (Kazakh Mechanization Construction Authority), the 
G-lavzapstroi already mentioned, and the Zagotzerno (Grain Procurement).
The Glavsevstroi has a staff of about 15,000 skilled workmen and 1,000 
engineers and technicians; these are divided into seven groups, and in the 
Kokchetav oblast alone they are working on 100 sites. In this oblast this 
year’s harvest is expected to be 2̂ - times what it was last year, and plans 
were accordingly made for 101 new granaries. But by the end of May not a 
single one was ready and only eight had been started. For the Kokchetav 
and North-Kazakhstan oblasts together, 369 granaries with a capacity of 
more than 1,200,000 tons were to have been built this year; many of them 
were to have been ready by June or July but by the end of May only two had 
been finished.

Not only granaries are behind schedule. The Kazakh Government 
allotted 2,000m. rubles for building new MTS and sovkhozes in 1955, 275m. 
of which were for sovkhozes. But by June, only 8.6 per cent of the sov
khoz programme had been completed. The Ministry’s officials, it is said, 
waste much time at conferences, send out too many instructions and make 
endless changes of plan.

So much for the general picture of what has been done so far. For 
four oblasts, Kokchetav, Akmolinsk, Kustanai and Alma-Ata, some rather 
more detailed information is available.

Kokchetav is on the way to becoming one of the largest grain-growing 
areas in the Republic. Two years ago it possessed no more than 10 sovkhozes 
cultivating only 40,000 hectares, but since then 58 new sovkhozes have been 
started, with the result that this spring 1,090,000 hectares were under 
crops. The area under wheat has increased 20 times, spring wheat being the 
main crop. The largest grain sovkhozes, such as the Tselinnyi, Zhdanov, 
Gorkovskii, Bidakskii, Zharkalskii and Khersonskii produce between 20 and 
30 thousand tons of wheat each. Although as many as 2,100 combine-harvest
ers were at work in August, there were still not enough, and it is estimated 
that 4,000 machines were needed to harvest the crop in good time. Actually,
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the shortage was to some extent relieved by the arrival of extra machines 
and crews from the Ukraine. All combine-harvesters have to be fitted 
with electric lights so that they can work after dark; they work in groups 
and the bunkers are unloaded without stopping the machines. Mobile repair 
shops have been set up out in the fields. No rain fell between June and 
August with the result that instead of the expected 15 to 20 centners per 
hectare, the average yield was only 9 to 10. Many sovkhozes, however, 
reported higher yields. There was a severe shortage of lorries and 
trailers for getting the crops to the granaries, so that 600 new lorries 
had to be obtained from East-Kazakhstan and Karaganda.

In Akmolinsk, 3,287,000 hectares of virgin land have been ploughed 
up in the past two years, and the area sown to grain this year was 2-g- 
times that of 1953» The oblast has 77 new sovkhozes and in nearly all of 
them the ploughing programme had been fulfilled by the 20th August this 
year. The Kalinin, Dalrnii, Krasivenskii, Krevskii, Svobodnyi and Kultura 
sovkhozes produce annually between 20 and 32 thousand tons of grain each. 
In the Esil raion, which is as large as the Netherlands, the area sown to 
grain this year* was ten times that of 1953 and should exceed a million 
hectares next year. Nevertheless there have been complaints in the Press. 
A correspondent of Sel'skoye Khozaistvo wrote on the 19th August that more 
than 6,000 centners of wheat were left out in the rain at the Ostrovskii 
sovkhoz in the At-Bazar raion. Only one of the two 0V-10 screening 
machines was working and two VIM were not used at all. Sixty lorries were 
needed for transporting the crops, but by the middle of August only nine 
were available. Another complaint was that the state of affairs in many 
new sovkhozes was unsatisfactory, and that better organization and more 
co-operation between "brigades" of workers was urgently needed.

An American Agricultural Delegation led by Mr. William Lambert, 
recently visited several of the new sovkhozes in the Akmolinsk oblast. 
These included the Krushchev sovkhoz in the Esil raion which had ploughed 
20,000 hectares in 1954* and the Svobodnyi which had ploughed 27,000 
hectares in one season. The Delegation was shown round by Mr. M.E. Butya, 
Chairman of the Oblispolkom (Oblast Executive Committee), who told them 
that since May 1954 over 3m. hectares of virgin land had been reclaimed in 
the oblast, and that in the 77 new sovkhozes 95*6 per cent of the work was 
mechanized.

As for the Kustanai oblast - 95 new sovkhozes have been started in 
the past two years. On some of these, including the Pavlov sovkhoz, 
ploughmen worked day and night in three shifts for 22 hours a day and con
sequently results were very satisfactory. But this was rather exceptional 
for on the whole Kustanai, in August, was far behind both Akmolinsk and 
Kokchetav.
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In the Alma-Ata oblast more than 50 sovkhozes finished harvesting by 
13th August and they often obtained yields of as much as 16 centners of 
wheat per hectare. Altogether 700,000 hectares of grain crops have been 
cut, an increase of 16 per cent over last year's figure.

As to the future of the reclamation programme, Professor G-.N. 
Cherdantsev in his book Ekonomicheskaya Geographiya SSR published in 1954, 
estimated that by the spring of 1956 the total cultivated area would be 
about 27m. hectares, as compared with 4» 2 and 9» 7m. in 1913 and 1953 
respectively. As 17,553,000 hectares were already sown by the spring of 
1955, this estimate would mean the ploughing of 9,447>000 hectares before 
the spring of next year. Kazakhstanskaya Pravda of the 14th April 1955 
said that of this total of 27m. hectares, 23m. should be sown to grain, 
including 18m. hectares of wheat compared with 4> 600,000 in 1953« On the 
other hand, Mr. A. I® Barayev in his book Osvoyennie Tselinnykh i Zalezhnykh 
Zemel v Kazakhstane published in 1955, estimated that the total cultivated 
area should reach 28.5m. hectares in 1956, compared with 9,200,000 in 1953*

Mr. Barayev*s estimate seems to be fairly correct, for the Council of 
Ministers of Kazakhstan has planned to sow 1 ,124,000 hectares with winter 
crops this year and 27m. with spring crops next; year. The Council, 
incidentally, has also planned to double , meat, milk and wool production and 
to increase the number of cattle by 175 to 180 per cent, within the next 
five to six years. This means that the Republic would then have 6m. head 
of cattle (including 2.6m. cows) 36m. sheep and goats and l^m. pigs.

Both the Council and the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Kazakhstan have urged upon the Chairmen of kolkhozes and the managers of 
MTS and sovkhozes, the immense importance of fulfilling this year’s plough
ing quotas and of increasing the area under grain crops next year. They 
have also emphasized that in order to obtain the highest yields of spring 
wheat, it is imperative to plough the land as early as possible the 
previous year. Moreover, ploughing must go on day and night; the ploughmen 
must work in three shifts and every tractor must be fitted with electric 
lights.
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APPENDIX I

Reclamation of Virgin and Derelict Land 
As at 1st August 1955

(in percentages of the planned quota)

Oblast Sovkhozes Kolkhozes

Kokchetav 111.7 118.2
Akmolinsk 102.5 125.5
Kustanai 86.6 82.8
Karaganda 86.6 100.9
North-Kazakhstan 79-2 84.7
Semipalatinsk 74.9 106.2

West-Kazakhstan 74-7 108.8

Taldy-Kurgan 72.7 59.1
Dzhambul 72.4 120.1
Pavlodar 65-4 84-3
South-Kazakhstan 63-7 66.3

Alma-Ata 61.0 108.2

East-Kazakhstan 49-0 72.3
Aktyubinsk 25.9 9 1.2

Kzyl-Orda - 558.3
Guryev - 556.0

(Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, 18th August 1955)
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APPENDIX I I

Harvest Progress in Kazakhstan 
As at 5th September 1955

(in percentages of the planned quota)

Oblast Sovkhozes Kolkhozes

South-Kazakhstan 95.9 100.0

Dzhambul 100.7 97-5
Karaganda 50.6 91.7
Alma-Ata 88.5 90.6

Tally-Kurgan 89-9 85-7
East -Kaz akhs tan 80.7 77-6
Semipalatinsk 77.1 77.2
Akmolinsk 42.3 66.3
Pavlodar 48.5 62.9
We st-Kazakhstan 58.6 6 1.0

Aktyubinsk 33.0 58.8
Kokchetav 41.4 5 1.8

Kustanai 44*3 49-8
Kzyl-Orda 54.0 48.1
North-Kazakhstan 27.0 35.8
Guryev - 26.9

(Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, 8th September 1955)
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I N D U S T R Y

D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  L I G H T  I N D U S T R Y  

I N  C E N T R A L  A S I A

Textiles - Clothing - Jute and herap - Leather and footwear - Furniture 
- Hardware - Miscellaneous small industries - Cooperatives.

During the last year there has been considerable emphasis in the Central 
Asian press and other sources dealing with the economy of this region, on 
the development of light industry and present shortage of many consumer 
goods. The main difficulties facing the rapid expansion which has been 
planned seem to be chiefly due to the fact that light industry has been 
neglected for many years and there is a great lack of trained personnel 
and up-to-date equipment.

In spite of shortcomings in individual factories, a general increase 
in production and overfulfilment of quotas for the first half of 1955 is 
reported in respect of most industries. For instance, the Ministry of 
Consumer Goods of Kazakh SSR reports that light industries there over
fulfilled their quota for the first six months of 1955 by six per cent; 
this was represented mainly by textile mills, clothing and knitwear, 
leather and footwear factories. Uzbekistan and Kirgizia also report that 
production was ahead of schedule for the first half of the year, especially 
in the textile industry.

Production of consumer goods is controlled in each republic by the 
Ministry of Consumer Goods, with the exception of foodstuffs which come 
under the ministries of Food Industry, Fish Industry, Meat and Dairy 
Produce.

In Tadzhikistan two new areas are being developed for industry; the 
first, in the north of the republic, is connected to the Tashkent railway 
and the second, in the south-west (Gissar Valley) is accessible to the 
Termez-Ordzhonikidzeabad railway.

The textile industry is now one of the principal light industries of 
Central Asia, and is being expanded and modernized throughout the region. 
Before the Revolution only cotton-ginning mills existed in Central Asia,
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but since then an important cotton industry has been built up consisting 
of large mechanized cotton-ginning factories, spinning and weaving cotton 
kombinats, cotton-wool factories and other subsidiary undertakings. The 
cotton-ginning mills of Central Asia and Kazakhstan have sufficient 
capacity to process all the raw cotton produced in this part of the 
Soviet Union.

During the nineteen-thirties large cotton mills were brought into 
production in Uzbekistan, including the Stalin textile kombinat at Tash
kent, one of the largest in the Soviet Union, and the Fergana spinning 
and weaving mills which have gradually been extended into another large 
textile kombinat. A new cotton-ginning mill has been built at Begovat, 
new spinning mills at Bukhara, Samarkand and Kokand and four large silk
reeling mills at Fergana, Samarkand, Bukhara and Margellan.

In Tadzhikistan a large textile kombinat has been created at Stalina- 
bad. Cotton-ginning mills have been built at Stalinabad, Kanabad, Kurgan, 
Leninabad and several other towns, and silk-reeling mills at Stalinabad 
and Leninabad. At Osh, in Kirgizia, a silk kombinat is now in operation 
and a new cotton-ginning mill has been built at Frunze. Prior to the 
Revolution there were a large number of small cotton-ginning mills in 
Turkmenistan; in their place there are now six large mills at Ashkhabad, 
Mary, Bairam-Ali, Chardzhou, Kerki and Yolotan. There are also a cotton
spinning mill at Ashkhabad and new silk-reeling mills there and at 
Tashauz.

In Kazakhstan there are wool kombinats at Semipalatinsk, Kargalinka 
and Alma-Ata, and cloth production has increased several times in compari
son with the pre-war level. At present the only cotton-ginning mills are 
at Chimkent, Alma-Ata and Semipalatinsk but the cotton-ginning industry is 
now being developed in south Kazakhstan. Cotton-spinning mills are in 
production at Alma-Ata, Semipalatinsk and Kustanai and a new cotton 
kombinat is -under construction at Chimkent.

Since the end of the Second World War the Tashkent textile kombinat 
has been expanded considerably and its output as well as that of the 
Fergana textile kombinat increases every year; it is hoped that the gross 
output of each kombinat may be raised by approximately 20 per cent in the 
immediate future. A much greater variety of cotton fabrics was produced 
by these two kombinats in 1954 as compared with previous years. The 
Stalinabad textile kombinat, however, has not been so successful and 
according to Kommunist Tadzhikistana of the 2nd June 1955? many cotton 
fabrics are below the established standards and some of these have serious 
defects. New machines often remain idle or are brought into operation 
after great delay. At present "byaz” (cheap cotton cloth), linen and
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various other cotton fabrics are manufactured at Stalinabad, and a second 
large textile kombinat is now under construction.

The silk industry is more advanced in Tadzhikistan than in other 
parts of Central Asia. Prior to the Russian revolution raw silk was 
exported from Russia to Prance and Italy and re-imported in the form of 
finished fabrics. The Leninabad silk-reeling mill was built in 1933 and 
later transformed into a silk kombinat. The kombinat has five mills and 
has recently been enlarged and reconstructed; it is now equipped with up- 
to-date textile machinery. The silk cocoons for Leninabad are collected 
from Tadzhikistan and Uzbekistan. The Krasnyi Tkach silk factory at 
Leninabad was also recently reconstructed and equipped with modem 
machinery, and now manufactures more than one million metres of silk 
fabrics a year. Before the last war only three kinds of silk fabrics were 
being manufactured at Leninabad, which satisfied the demands of the local 
market. Now about thirty varieties of high quality silk materials are 
produced; the Leninabad pongee, crepe, "silk linen" and many others are 
well-known, in Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev and other towns of the Soviet Union. 
Recently another mill, specializing in velvet, repp and velours has 
started production at Leninabad.

Increased output and reduced costs in the wool industry of Central 
Asia are being ensured by improved organization and greater productivity.
In Kirgizia a large wool-cloth mill is now in production at Frunze; in 
1954 the output of cloth was 70,000 metres greater than in 1953 and in the 
early part of 1955 ten. new colours and designs were manufactured. At Mary 
there are wool-washing and wool-combing mills; but there are no weaving 
factories in Turkmenistan. Production of cloth has increased considerably 
over the pre-war level at the wool kombinats of Semipalatinsk, Kargalihka 
and Alma-Ata and the mills are gradually being expanded.

The clothing industry in Uzbekistan is concentrated mainly in the 
large factories at Tashkent, Samarkand, Kokand and Bukhara, though there 
are also a number of smaller undertakings and cooperative workshops in 
various other towns, including those belonging to the local and cooperative 
industrial organizations. About 780,000 rubles worth of goods in excess of 
the planned quotas were produced by the Kokand clothing factory within the 
first quarter of 1955 and a new factory just completed in Tashkent will 
increase the output of clothing in Central Asia still further. Some of 
these factories, however, did not achieve their 1954 output quotas; the 
Uzglavshveiprom chain (Uzbek General Administration for the Clothing 
Industry) was one, and according to Pravda Vostoka of the 22nd June the 
Krasnaya Zarya factory still turns out poor quality goods. Similar com
plaints were reported in Kommunist Tadzhikistana of the 2nd June against 
the Stalinabad clothing factory. The industry in Tadzhikistan and Kirgizia
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is not so highly developed as in the rest of Central Asia and in the 
former the only clothing factories are at Stalinabad and Leninabad. The 
Leninabad factory manufactures wool and silk dresses, trousers and 
children’s clothes; it completed its output quota for the first half of 
1955 six days ahead of schedule and the gross value rose b y  three and a 
half million rubles compared with the same period of 1954*

In Kirgizia the only clothing and knitwear factories are at Frunze, 
Osh, Talas and Naryn. At Frunze obsolete equipment has been replaced by 
new machines and output is rising; the mass production of suits for men 
and women has now been organized here. A great deal of up-to-date 
machinery has recently been installed in the factories throughout the 
republic, which has resulted in considerable reduction in operating costs, 
higher productivity, and a greater variety of clothing.

There are more than, twenty clothing undertakings in Turkmenistan, of 
■which the factories at Ashkhabad and Chardzhou are the largest. In 
Kazakhstan there are clothing factories at Semipalatinsk, Alma-Ata, 
Kustanai and Petropavlosk and a considerable number of small undertakings 
represented mainly by workshops of the local and cooperative industries. 
Specialization was introduced into the Kazakh clothing industry in 1955 
and each factory now manuf actures a definite range of goods. At Semi
palatinsk, for instance, hosiery and children’s overcoats are produced, 
at the two Alma-Ata factories, overcoats, suits and dresses, and at 
Kustanai and Petropavlovsk overalls for workers engaged on the 
reclamation of virgin and derelict land. This specialization, according 
to Kazakhstanskaya Pravda (lOth March 1955) ensures the regularity of 
production and the achievement of overfulfilment of output quotas. During 
the first two months of 1955 the value of clothing produced in Kazakhstan 
rose by 15m. rubles compared with the corresponding period of 1954*

Jute is now being cultivated in Central Asia and plantations are 
being extended in Tadzhikistan and Uzbekistan. The first jute mill was 
built at Kirovabad in south Tadzhikistan and another is under con
struction at Moskovskii (formerly Chubek). Jute and kenaf (a bast plant 
cultivated in Central Asia) mills are operating in Uzbekistan and a hemp- 
jute factory is in production at Frunze in Kirgizia. A kenaf mill at 
Tashkent manufactures sacking, rope and string, and large quantities of 
hessian and rope manufactured in the jute mills of Central Asia are 
supplied to industrial undertakings and collective farms in other parts 
of the Soviet Union. With the development of jute cultivation in these 
regions, a flourishing jute industry should eventually be built up in 
Central Asia.

Owing to the expansion of animal husbandry in Central Asia and Kazakh 
stan, a considerable increase in the output of the tanneries and footwear
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factories is expected in the near future. The tannery at Alma-Ata is 
being extended and now occupies an area twice as large as in 1950- In 
other tanneries, at Uralsk, Chardzhou, Ashkhabad and Mary, production of 
leather for footwear and leather belts for industry is rising and planned 
quotas are being more than fulfilled.

In many footwear factories quotas are being exceeded and further 
improvements made to working procedures, as for instance at the Kustanai 
factory where twelve different improvements were introduced as the result 
of the initiative of individual workers. At No.l Tashkent Footwear 
Factory the programme for the first half of 1955 was exceeded to the 
value of 800,000 rubles, 24- different styles are manufactured and 200,000 
more pairs of footwear should be produced there this year than in 1954* 
Materials to the value of 700,000 rubles were saved during the first 
quarter of 1955- The other Tashkent footwear factory, the Tashkent 
Leather Footwear Factory, however, was criticized by Pravda Vostoka of 
the 22nd June for having had 1,000 pairs of poor quality shoes returned 
to it; but productivity is improving at this factory.

At Stalinabad leather factory and the Nosd and 2 Footwear Factories 
at Frunze, modern equipment has been installed and new techniques are 
being tried out. These are resulting in higher output, considerable sav
ing in materials and quotas are frequently achieved ahead of time.

The Kazakhstan leather and footwear industries are concentrated at 
Semipalatin.sk, Alma-Ata, Petropavlovsk, Dzhambul, Kzyl-Orda, Kustanai, 
Karaganda and a number of smaller towns. The output of footwear increased 
by 3,761,000 pairs between 1940 and 1952. Early in 1955 the first automat
ic machine-tool was installed at the Alma-Ata Footwear Factory; this 
machine, which was built at the Leningrad Vpered machine-tool engineering 
works, can finish 1,300 pairs of shoes per day. Several more of these 
machines are to be installed in Kazakhstan factories during the year and 
this should raise output still further.

The furniture industry in Central Asia is located mainly in Uzbekistan, 
Tadzhikistan and Kirgizia. In Uzbekistan the Fifth Five-Year Plan proposes 
to raise the output of furniture in 1955 five times above the 1950 
production figure. New factories have been built at Namangan, Termez and 
Turtkul, and other older workshops have been enlarged.

The Khorog industrial kombinat (Gorpromkombinat) in Tadzhikistan, 
which manufactures cupboards, tables and desks, increased its gross output 
in 1955 by 11*5 per cent over the 1954 figure. But according to Kommunist 
Tadzhikis tana of the 2nd June, the situation at furniture manufacturing 
factories is far from satisfactory; the Tadzhikpromsovet undertakings
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achieved only 89 per cent of their 1954 quotas and those of the Ministry 
of Local Industry only 68 per cent of theirs. Production for 1955 
promises no better.

The furniture industry is being expanded in Kirgizia -where various 
kinds of wood suitable for furniture making are available. The Frunze 
woodwork kombinat is the largest in Kirgizia; new workshops will soon be 
brought into production, as a result of -which the output of various goods, 
and particularly of furniture, should be greatly increased. Modern 
lathes have been installed, as well as light furniture conveyors. The 
hot pressing of plywood is also employed here. The present intake 
capacity of the two frames of the kombinat * s saw-mill, with a three-shift 
system, is over 95000 cubic metres of timber per month, but more than 70 
per cent of the sawing capacity is not utilized. The total production 
capacity of all other saw-mills is only 50 per cent higher than that of 
the woodwork kombinat, though the number of workers employed is 16 to 20 
times greater. Waste at the majority of these mills is not utilized, 
though the kombinat could use it as raw material for the manufacture of 
furniture. As the Frunze kombinat is not working to full capacity, 
Sovetskaya Kirgizia of 2nd June suggests that all but two or three of the 
small saw-mill frames should be dismantled and the kombinat more fully 
utilized, though even this would not result in full loading. The same 
paper complained on the 19th April of the poor quality of furniture manu
factured by the Krasnyi Mebelshchik Cooperative Workshop at Frunze. 
Shortcomings are reported from other factories too and there are frequent 
complaints about the poor quality of goods.

There has been an acute shortage of hardware, china and metal goods 
for some years in Central Asia, but plans are now in force to remedy this 
situation. New factories and workshops in many towns have recently been 
completed or are under construction and a sharp rise in output is 
expected in 1955 and subsequent years. In 1955 the production of zinc- 
plated hardware in Uzbekistan should increase six times over the 1950 
figure, and metal bedsteads four times. Hardware and china are now being 
manufactured in Uzbekistan instead of being imported from other republics. 
A new factory for metal consumer goods should be completed at Samarkand 
during 1955« Hardware and bedsteads are manufactured in large quantities 
at Ashkhabad, Stalinabad, Leninabad and in several other towns. Stamping 
presses have been installed in many factories although the machines are 
not always operated to their full capacity at some undertakings and new 
equipment often remains idle for long periods. There are complaints of 
poor quality goods still being produced in Kirgizia.

In addition to the above main branches of light industry, there are 
a number of small industrial -undertakings manuf acturing such things as
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school exercise books. toys, gramophone records etc. New machinery has 
been installed at the Tashkent paper mill where school exercise books 
are produced, and the first workshop for mechanized toys has started 
production in Uzbekistan. At the Tashkent Gramophone Records Factory a 
special kind of local clay is now in. use as raw material for the manu
facture of records. Records made from this clay have proved to be better 
than, those manufactured from raw materials brought from the Urals and the 
Caucasus.

Local and cooperative industries play an important part in the 
expansion of the output of consumer goods in Central Asia. Until recent
ly most of these industries were lagging behind in their production 
programmes; the Uzpromsovet (Uzbek industrial council) did not achieve 
its 1954 production quota.; footwear, crockery, clothing and other 
branches of local industries are criticized for not working satisfactorily 
last year. Forty workshops of industrial cooperatives were inspected and, 
according to Pravda Yost oka of the 22nd June 19.55* "the output of 
seventeen of these was found, to be of very poor quality as a result of 
which trading organizations refuse to accept these goods. The Tashkent 
Metalshirpotreb continues to manufacture poor-quality bedsteads and hard
ware. Complaints are received from trading organizations and individual 
shops about poor-quality goods delivered by various consumer goods 
factories and workshops in Uzbekistan.. M

Similar complaints are made of local and cooperative industries in 
Kirgizia. Out of 50 enterprises 19 failed to achieve their respective 
quotas in 1954* but there is an improvement this year and the output of 
clothing, furniture and some other goods has risen to a considerable 
extent. The gross output of consumer goods continues to grow in Tadzhik
istan, though several, individual factories, including the Metalshirpotreb 
and knitwear factories, have fallen short of their production programme.

Workshops of the industrial cooperatives are accused of not carrying 
out the directives of the Council of Ministers of the USSR on the develop
ment of consumer goods, and improvements in quality. Most of the 
cooperative workshops fail to achieve their production quotas; and to 
manufacture new varieties of goods. Insufficient attention is paid to 
meeting the real demand for consumer goods which exists on the market, as 
a result of which goods often remain unsold, and the lack of variety is 
acutely felt. Many cooperatives are reluctant to manufacture such things 
as toys, wooden and metal wares.

In spite of the priority given in the Soviet Union to the development 
of heavy industry, a leader in Voprosy Ekonomiki (July 1955) stated f,the 
output of consumer goods will increase by 72 per cent in 1955* instead of
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the 65 per cent fixed by the Five-Year Plan, as compared with 1950." 
Although this is a favourable trend there are still numerous short
comings in individual factories and workshops due mainly to the fact that 
light industry in Central Asia, as elsewhere, has long been neglected. 
There is a shortage of technicians and skilled labour, and trained and 
efficient management, as well as up-to-date machinery needed for the 
rapid expansion of the industry.

Nevertheless, great efforts are now being made to reorganize the 
industry. Modem machinery is being .introduced, efficiency in operating 
factories is being raised and a considerable number of small obsolete 
workshops are being regrouped into a limited number of highly specialized 
large factories. For instance, the 35 small tanneries in Uzbekistan have 
been merged into two large factories, one at Tashkent for cattle hides and 
another at Samarkand for sheep and goat skins. Clothing factories which 
were turning out only limited assortments of poor quality goods and old 
patterns are being reconstructed to produce a wider range of better- 
quality material» These and similar changes are gradually being applied 
to all other branches of light industry in Central Asia in an effort to 
meet the growing demands of the consumer.
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T R A D E

T H E  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  O P  C O M M O D I T I E S  

I N  C E N T R A L  A S I A

Trading organizations - Volume of trade - Goods in short supply - 
Expansion of the trading organizations - Advertisement and service - 
Agricultural produce - Transport and distribution difficulties.

Retail trade in the Soviet Union is in the hands of the Ministry of Trade 
and the Consumer Cooperatives Union; collective farmers as individuals may 
also engage in retail trade in the kolkhoz markets. As a body the 
collective farmers may engage in trade only indirectly, by selling their 
produce remaining after the delivery of the State quota either to the 
Ministry of Trade depot or to the Consumer Cooperatives for sale on a 
commission basis.

In the Central Asian press the organizations under the control of the 
Ministry of Trade come in for little comment, and that mostly favourable 
except in Tadzhikistan; but the Cooperative organizations are constantly 
criticized. At frequent intervals readers' letters printed either in full 
or in summarized versions complain of shortages, of bad service, or on 
occasions of misappropriation. In 1938 all trade in rural areas was made 
over to the Cooperatives; in 194-6 they were again given the right to 
engage in trade in towns, and a return was made to the earlier system of 
subscribers and elected management committees. It is not, despite the 
existence of a Tsentrosoyuz in Moscow, as centralized in organization as 
the Ministry of Trade ~ which has been known to fix in Moscow the names of 
goods produced in Central Asia for local consumption, although these goods 
already had well-established local names. Today rural trade is still 
almost entirely in its hands, and it is therefore the more important 
branch of the general trading organization; in this connection it is 
perhaps significant to remark that in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan it is 
known even in Russian publications by its native name (thus, Uzbekbrlyashu, 
not Uzbekpotrebsoyuz). Both its method of organization and its function 
bring the Consumer Cooperatives more into the public eye.

The amount of trade has greatly increased in the years since the War. 
In Uzbekistan the total trading turnover in 1953 was "in comparable prices"
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1»8 times that of 1940. This figure includes a rise in meat consumption 
of 8 times, 7 times the amount of animal fats, 3*5 times the amount of 
vegetable fats, 3 times the amount of sugar and 2.3 times the amount of 
confectionery. In Tadzhikistan the retail turnover was 33 times that of 
1.930 and more than three times that of 1940; in 1954 the turnover was one 
milliard rubles more than in 1953. In 1953 twice as much meat was sold as 
in 1952, 65 per cent more animal fats, one and a half times as much milk 
and dairy produce, twice as much preserved meat and 15 per cent more silk. 
For the first half of 1954 there was an increase of about 50 per cent in 
these commodities. In Kirgizia the turnover in provisions rose by 90m. 
rubles between 1950 and 1954* The turnover of the Turkmen Consumer 
Cooperative was 205m. rubles more in. 1954 than in 1953.

The total, figures given above require some qualification. They in
clude all goods sold to the population - not only provisions and consumer 
goods, but sales of machinery or building materials both to individuals 
and to organizations such as agricultural or industrial cooperatives 
(kolkhozes and artels) which are not an integral part of the State system 
of production. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that the volume of goods 
available to the population generally is much larger than it has been in 
the very recent past. Accounts of oblast conferences of the Consumer 
Cooperatives confirm general and republican surveys to the effect that 
there has been an increase of about 50 per cent in volume between 1954 
and 1955®

Despite the progress made, complaints continue of shortages of 
products of the most essential type - salt, fats, clothing, paraffin.
Such shortages are revealed not only by letters of complaint, but by 
accounts of "black market" or "under the counter" trading, and by letters 
of appreciation of the work of a particular shop, where it is easy to buy 
goods which are short elsewhere. At a conference of (State) trade workers 
in Kirgizia called in April of this year to discuss instances of mis
appropriation disclosed by a routine Ministry inspection, the State 
Prosecutor of Osh said that "speculation" - the resale of goods by 
individuals, which, though widely practised, is an offence - was encouraged 
by the shortage of such goods as salt, vegetable fats and lamp chimneys.

This shortage is of long standing. In February 1954 a letter to 
Sovetskaya Kirgizia protested that in Novonikolayevka (Frunze oblast) it 
was possible to obtain salt, matches, paraffin, sugar, confectionery, and 
cigarettes only at rare intervals, while batteries for wireless sets had 
not been seen for a whole year. Another letter on the same day said that 
there were shortages of salt, paraffin, tobacco, crockery and glass in the 
Toktogul raion (Dzhalalabad oblast); another complained of a shortage of 
paraffin in Malovodnoye (Frunze oblast). In April it was said to be
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impossible to buy cloth in Nikolayevka; there had been some in February, 
but it had all been sold from the depot to relatives of the storemen. In 
the Susamyr valley - again in April - it was impossible to find furniture, 
preserves, sausage, butter or vegetable oil, while in the kolkhoz shops 
there was no thread, safety razors, toothpaste, crockery, glass, clothing 
or footwear.

A survey of Cooperative trade in the Issyk-Kul oblast in May 1954 
showed that in many villages at the east end of the lake there was often 
no salt, paraffin, matches or soap to be had for two or three months at a 
time. For two years there had been no leather boots or shoes, caps or 
socks in the Taldy-Su raion. There had been no tobacco, paraffin or sugar 
for two months in Toguz-Bulak, Tort-Kul, and Ak-Sai.

In January 1955 there was no winter clothing for sale in State shops 
in Osh. There was also a shortage of bread. At the same time in Eystrovka 
(Frunze oblast) writing materials were not to be found; in April shop 
assistants were hiding woollen goods under the counter and selling socks 
and underwear at a profit to themselves. In the more remote kolkhozes 
surrounding the town there had for long been no paraffin or lamp- and 
window-glass. A leading article of the 8th April criticizing the Consumer 
Cooperative said that at Atbashi there was no salt, which is vital for 
cattle as well as for human consumption. Salt could be procured in 
Kirgizia, but the Consumer Cooperative preferred to import it. In June a 
letter said that there was no tobacco or paraffin at Krasnorechenskoye 
(near Frunze); a letter of the same date complained that there had been no 
paraffin in Kalininskoye for the last three weeks. Finally, a letter on 
the 2nd August complains that in Frunze itself one has to take one's place 
in the queue for paraffin in the early morning to obtain any from the few 
shops that sell it.

This survey of Kirgiz shortages might well give the impression that 
they are due to transport difficulties, as Kirgizia has poorer communica
tions than any other Central Asian republic. Yet it must be remarked that 
of the places mentioned only Susamyr, Atbashi and the villages beyond Lake 
Issyk-Kul are really remote; all the rest lie very near to or on a railway 
line. The most recent example is from the capital of the republic. More
over, this situation is repeated in other republics with better communica
tions. In March 1954 the Tadzhik Consumer Cooperative was criticized as a 
whole for the general shortage of wheel oil, salt, crockery, glass and 
paraffin in all rural areas of the republic. In the first quarter of 1954 
the Union issued 42,000 directives to its subsidiaries; but, as Kommunist 
Tadzhikistana remarked, "Directives and telegrams are not salt; they have no 
food value." Also in March, the Mikoyanabad cooperative was said to have 
had no paraffin for the last three months, and the Dangara no salt. In May
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it was admitted that nearly all the shops in the Varzob raion, close to 
Stalinabad, had no salt, paraffin or matches. In September a general 
shortage of soap, matches, paraffin and salt was acknowledged. A 
selection of readers' letters on the 19th January gave the following 
shortages: Shakhristan - paraffin, winter footwear and clothing; Varzob -
vegetable oil and matches; Dangara - primus stoves, lamp wicks and collar- 
studs; Vakhsh - children's winter clothing and footwear. In March a 
shortage of salt, paraffin, lamps and lamp-chimneys was reported in 
Murgab (Gorno-Badakhshan) and of paraffin, cigarettes and ready-made 
clothes in Yava, a raion whose Cooperative organization is visually held 
to be exemplary. In April an article criticizing the Ministry of Trade 
reported a general shortage of clothing in all the chief towns of 
Tadzhikistan.

The situation in Tadzhikistan is not ascribed to internal difficulties 
of communication and distribution; this is only mentioned in the case of 
Yava, where the letter claims that all the goods are at the raion base, and 
is a probable cause of shortage in Murgab, high in the Pamirs. But it is 
clear that Tadzhikistan inports much; an April 1955 article claims that 500 
items of furniture are imported, as well as such things as scrubbing-boards, 
skull-caps, wheels, axes and locks, all of which could easily be manu
factured locally but are not. They are hard to obtain because 
Tadzhikistan lies at the end of a long and complicated railway system, by 
which most of the republic's consumer goods must come.

The shortages in Turkmenistan are of much the same kind. A survey of 
trading in Tedzhen in January 1954 showed a shortage of paraffin, crockery, 
glass, wool and silk. The raion base was f ull of galvanized buckets, 
sacks, men's shoes, silk, wool and soap, while in the village shops these 
commodities were not to be found. The second Congress of the Mary 
Consumer Cooperative in May announced a rise in turnover of 100 per cent.
But in Kuibyshev there was no paraffin, makhorka or cigarettes for sale in 
the first quarter of 1954, and a survey of 286 shops in the oblast showed 
that in 22 there was no salt, and in 11 no matches. In October a reader's 
letter complained that in Mary there were no school uniforms, children's 
clothes, socks, razor blades, or shoe polish. In Kizyl-Arvat, another 
letter complained, there was no fuel of any kind to be bought. In Ashkha
bad it was impossible to buy tools for house repairs such as chisels, 
planes and nails. In January 1955 it was said that furniture was only on 
sale in towns - not even kitchen furniture is to be bought in country 
shops. In May a selection of letters said that in Sakar customers had to 
queue for three or four hours to buy a litre or two of paraffin. The oil 
trest shop in Kum-Dag had no shoes, stockings or summer frocks; they were 
sold secretly from the store to the managers' friends and relations. The 
shops were full of baths and basins from the workshops of Turkmenpromsovet; •
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there were no gardening tools or buckets, which were imported. In July 
a letter complained that the salesman at the raion shop in Kizyl-Artrek 
sold primus stoves and handkerchiefs to his family and not to other 
customers.

It can be seen that the shortage of paraffin has not been noted in 
the press quite as much in Turkmenistan as in other republics. At the 
beginning of 1954- it was, however, acute perhaps because of the lack of 
transport; in Ashkhabad there were only three one-ton tanker lorries to 
supply the six shops of the city and to take it round the suburbs. Rail 
communications are rather better in Turkmenistan than in other republics, 
with the possible exception of Uzbekistan. An isolated instance of 
scarcity comes from Bulungur (Samarkand oblast) where in October 1954 no 
paraffin and hardly any sugar had been on sale for six weeks.

Kazakhstan, for its size, provides surprisingly few complaints. When 
these are examined, they are found to come mostly from the region of Alma- 
Ata. A description of the Kaskelen raion cooperative in January 1954 says 
that the Yeltai shop lacked 27 articles that it should have had according 
to the usual inventory. Among these were toothpaste, razors and studs.
The raion experienced shortages of tea, salt, matches, tobacco, sugar, and 
paraffin, all of which were present in great quantities at the depot in 
Alma-Ata. A letter in January complained that it was impossible to find a 
child1 s coat in Zashchita, Leninogorsk or Alma-Ata; it was answered only 
in May, when it was said that the factory found it more profitable to make 
adults' clothes. In October of the same year a letter complained that it 
was impossible to buy women's stockings in Chu, Novotroitsk or Alma-Ata 
itself. The Kaskelen raion cooperative was again criticized in February 
1955* There were then in Yeltai no mittens, felt boots, or caps with ear 
flaps; in summer there had been no underwear. In Kaskelen itself there was 
never any furniture, crockery or glass. In Karoi there were often no 
vegetable fats or fish, and for the last six months there had been no 
batteries.

Accounts are constantly given of increases in the number of shops both 
in the country and in the towns, and of the extension of the trading system 
into remote areas by means of mobile shops and kiosks. In Kazakhstan the 
Tsentrosoyuz has intervened to supervise the organization of trade in the 
new lands. In the first half of 1955, 350 prefabricated buildings for 
shops and 900 mobile shops were sent out by it after reports that the new 
sovkhozes were not assembling the prefabricated buildings sent to them in 
1954- 125 new shops and kiosks were opened by Turkmeribirlishik (the Turk
men Consumer Cooperative) in 1954* A report in October had stated that of 
the 40 then built 4 were general stores, 2 "culture" (luxury) goods shops, 
16 village shops and four - in Deinau, Khalach, Iolotan and Kizyl-
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Arvat - to sell painting, decorating and building materials. In 
Uzbekistan the Consumer Cooperative opened 300 new shops in 1954, among 
them 56 large village shops, 14 culture” shops, 170 kolkhoz general 
stores and five shoe shops. In 1955 it was to open 27 shops in raion 
centres, 85 village shops, 18 "culture” shops and 276 shops in remote 
kolkhozes. In Kara-Kalpakia - an area whose trading organizations have 
been entered for the All-Union Agricultural Exhibition - new provision 
shops were opened in March 1955 in. Nukus, Turtkul, Khodzheili, Chimbai and 
Khalkabad. At the end of 1954, 700 motorized-shops and 1,500 carts were 
in use to deliver winter clothing, crockery, glass and provisions to the 
more remote areas of the republic. The same system is in operation, 
though not, perhaps, on such a scale, in other republics; in the mountain 
areas of the Dzhambul oblast in Kazakhstan and in the G-arm oblast of 
Tadzhikistan. Such efforts do something to satisfy the complaints that 
goods lie in the raion or oblast warehouses, and do not reach the more 
distant consumer. A close watch, however, is kept on costs of trans
portation and the State Trade Inspectorate frequently rebukes organizations 
who have exceeded the planned costs, or who have calculated them - they 
are drawn up on a complicated percentage basis - to their own advantage, 
so that they can. fulfil the turnover norm. During the summer of 1955 there 
have been articles in Kazakhstanskaya Pravda recommending delivery rounds 
in place of a number of journeys, and delivery straight from the factory 
■where possible; a shoe factory in Alma-Ata in June began to deliver its 
goods direct to near-by raions, only using the base in the capital for 
distant deliveries. The All-Union Ministry of Trade has developed a 
system of goods by post, recommended for the settlers in the new lands. In 
May and July 1955 advertisements of this organization, which have appeared 
only in Turkmenistan, offered wireless sets from Irkutsk - over 2,000 
miles away - and watches, photographic equipment, bicycles, alarm clocks, 
gramophones, primus stoves, records, clothing, cutlery, safety-razors and 
electric irons from a depot in Tashkent.

Advertisements by ordinary State trading houses appear only rarely, 
before national holidays, or on receipt of some special delivery. Those 
of the first class are hardly indicative; they list typical presents - 
clocks, cutlery, jewellery and china. An advertisement in Pravda Yost oka 
in December 1954 gives a list of the shops of Yuvelitorg, the authority 
within the Ministry of Trade dealing in the goods mentioned above. They 
are in Tashkent (five shops), Fergana, Andizhan, Kokand, Samarkand,
Bukhara, Urgench, Margelan, Termez and Chirchik; in Stalinabad; in 
Ashkhabad, Krasnovodsk, Chardzhou, Mary, and Nebit-Dag. A routine 
advertisement, of the second class, by the Stalinabad Gorpromtorg (the 
retail shops of the city cooperative artels) is of clothing of ordinary 
type, scent, toilet soap, crockery, glass, silk and cotton. The organi
zation operates seven shops in Stalinabad. The parallel organization in
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Ashkhabad held a "conference of customers” in October 1954 to discuss the 
clothing problem. The shortage of ready-made clothes has been referred 
to many times. A frequent charge against shop assistants is that they 
have sold cloth or clothing at increased prices; there are instances of 
this in all five republics. Again, “when new shops are opened, one of the 
most frequent recommendations is that they have a large assortment of 
textiles, ready-made clothing and haberdashery. In summer 1955 State 
shops in the capitals opened sections where customers can have their 
cloth cut, and it has proved a popular service. The Ashkhabad 
"conference" proved to be a fashion display in reverse; the audience ex
plained why they disliked the model on show. The director of the shop 
explained that the criticized defects were caused by the irrational 
importing and exporting of goods. Often a man would buy trousers from 
Tashkent with a coat from Bukhara. Much of the factory’s output went to 
Barnaul, from which complaints had been received that the Ashkhabad cut 
differed from that in use there; all the factory's output could be used 
in Ashkhabad, and this would reduce the need to import.

Trade in agricultural produce should be free of anomalies of this 
kind. It is not organized, in general, on an all-Union, but on a regional 
basis. Thus, while Tsentrosoyuz intervened in the new lands to ensure 
trading facilities there, the collection and distribution of agricultural 
produce was left in the hands of the local Cooperative associations at 
republican and oblast level. But in such a matter, where the crop 
concerned is not the main crop of the producing kolkhoz and where it is 
mainly disposed of locally, the temptation to disregard deliveries to the 
State and to sell produce outside the State organization is very great.
The kolkhoz markets are controlled by the town councils, who appoint both 
sanitary inspectors and market supervisors; but the control exercised by 
the latter is often at fault, and criticisms of their work is frequent.
For instance, an article in September 1954 complained that "speculation" 
was rife in the markets of Alma-Ata. The "speculators" buy up unsold 
produce from the kolkhoz stalls towards the end of the day, and sell it 
next morning before the other stalls open. Moreover, the stalls of the 
"speculators" are better set out and generally cleaner than the stalls of 
the kolkhozes, the Cooperative and the State trading organizations. Of 
these last there are not many, and they do not, therefore, fulfil their 
function of keeping market prices down.

The State and Cooperative shops do not seem to play a large part in 
supplying the population with vegetables; much of the produce collected in 
the form of State quotas goes to the larger cities of European Russia.
Thus, by the 10th June 1955 two train-loads had already gone from Stalinabad 
to Moscow. In Stalinabad itself there are only two or three shops selling 
vegetables, where, according to the plan, there should be 21; this situation
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is repeated in the major towns of the republic. In Kirgizia there are 
complaints, found in other republics, that the vegetables in the shops 
although cheaper than on the market, axe old and withered. This is 
undoubtedly a fault inherent in the system of trading. To combat this, 
much emphasis has been laid - especially during the summer of 1955 - on 
trading by commission. The Cooperative sells produce on the markets for 
the kolkhozes, undertaking all the transport and expenses, and taking a 
commission for its work. This would seem to have advantages for the kolk
hozes; but it is clear that they do not avail themselves of it. In Alma- 
Ata they complain that the collections are irregular. In Turkmenistan 
very little was done in 1954j in August and September the Ashkhabad 
Consumer Cooperative only reached 50-40 per cent of the planned amount, 
Chardzhou 59 per cent and Mary 20 per cent. In 1955 the amount of trade 
has been greater, but not as it should be; the kolkhozes complain that any 
losses are accounted to them under the pretext of poor-quality produce. In 
Kazakhstan in 1954, commission trade realized only 55,500,000 rubles 
instead of 85,500,000 rubles. Only in the Alma-Ata oblast was the 
situation normal; in Akmolinsk only 11 per cent of the plan was achieved 
and in Uralsk the directorate of the Cooperative bought bottled milk, and 
such things as felt boots, and sold them themselves not only in Uralsk 
oblast, but in Saratov and Chkalov at a profit - they mistook "speculation" 
for commission trade. In Alma-Ata in January 1955 the Cooperative sold 
sugar taken on commission at 9*5 rubles a kilogram when the market price 
was 8 rubles; commission trade was a means of lowering prices, not a way of 
breaking trade regulations. It seems that no real substitute for the open 
market trade can be found; people only buy their vegetables in the shops 
when all else fails, and the shops offer no serious competition to keep 
market prices down.

It would be natural to suppose that transport difficulties are the 
main factor regulating the availability of commodities in Central Asia.
Many of the instances quoted support this assumption, and it is a common 
complaint among the population that "all these goods are lying there in the 
warehouses." But there are surprising instances where transport seems to 
provide no difficulty at all. Vegetables are sent from Tadzhikistan to Mos
cow (though the famous dried melons of Kzyl-Orda and Dzhambul mushrooms are 
unobtainable in Alma-Ata), trousers are sent from Turkmenistan to Barnaul 
and from Bukhara to Ashkhabad. Jewellery made in Russia is available at 
all the more prosperous towns of Central Asia. At the same time, even when 
transport difficulties are specifically mentioned as the cause of a short
age, the same goods are in short supply in widely differing areas. The 
fault lies, it would appear, in production and not with the trading 
authorities, who are given the credit when a kolkhoz farmer manages to buy 
a piano and the blame when he cannot buy paraffin for his stove. There 
are obvious defects in their organization, for which it would seem all-
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Union planning is responsible; but they are not, however, responsible for 
commodity shortages.

Sources

Central. Asian Press.
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F I N A N C E

C E N T R A L  A S I A N  B U D G E T S  

1 9 5 3  - 1 9 5 5

The present article consists merely of a compilation of material bearing 
on the budgets of 1953-55, v/hich has appeared from time to time in the 
Centrai Asian press, supported by interpretative comment -where this 
appears necessary.

The State budget of the USSR has two parts, the Union budget and the 
State budgets of the constituent republics. Of the two, the Union budget 
is much the more important. For 1955> of the 590,000m. ruble State budget 
the Union revenues represented 4-63,000m. and the constituent State budgets 
127,000m. rubles. Republics may retain only a part of taxes collected; 
the percentages prescribed for the Central Asian republics in 1955 were:

Uzbekistan Kirgizia Tadzhikistan Turkmenistan Kazakhstan
Turnover tax 11.3 34-7 34-6 29.3 94-
MTS profits 10 25 25 25 25

and for all republics the proportion of income tax retained was 25 per 
cent, and of the tax on the income of cooperative organizations (such as 
kolkhozes), the agricultural tax, the bachelors and small families taxes 
and of State loans, 4-0 per cent. It is thus possible to calculate the 
revenue to the Union budget from a given republic on the basis of the 
amount retained by the republic. The Union revenues include profits from 
undertakings not under the supervision of republican authorities, from 
which republican revenues receive an unspecified proportion. The Union 
budget also covers expenditure on such undertakings. Nevertheless, 
republican budgets do reflect general economic development and give fairly 
full information on such subjects as education for which individual 
republics are entirely responsible financially.

The tables which follow are drawn up on the basis of the budget 
speeches of the respective Ministers of Finance and of the Chairmen of 
Budget Commissions, and from the promulgated budget laws for 1954- and 1955 
Such information as has been published for the actual fulfilment of the 
1953 and 1954- budgets has been included. Tadzhikistan, it will be 
observed, provides the most detailed information. The grain drive in
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Kazakhstan disrupted budget plans there for 1954; only provisional 
figures were given of its fulfilment and no report was presented for con
firmation by the Supreme Soviet.

Asterisked figures are calculated from percentages and are only 
approximate. All figures are in thousands of rubles.

TABLES

Uzbekistan

1953
Revenue actual
Turnover tax 
Profits
Cooperative tax 
MTS
Income tax

652,440+ 
290,000

Total given: 3,311,880
Expenditure

National economy
Education
Health
Insurance
Administration
Remainder

698,300+
1,473,502 
| 769,612+

Total given: 3,286,795

1954
planned

1954
actual

1955
planned

1,469,920+ 1,375,685+ 
778,530+ 719,012+ 
404,380+ 392,708+ 
226,760+
256,990+

3,136,580

847,628+
(1,487,066+
(

111,530+ 
271,290+ 

2,7 17,514

3,785,772 3,717,665 3,785,624

955,520 
1,630,002 
( 850,882 
(

955,200 
1,555,150+ 

678,470+ 
144,330+ 
268,940

867,538 
1,682,521 

732,745 
157,027 
250,643 
112,427 

3,802,901

3,774,885 3,675,391 3,751,466
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Kirgizia

Revenue
1953
actual

Turnover tax 
Profits
Cooperative tax 
MTS
Income tax 
State loans

160,667

Total given: 1,111,396
Expenditure
National econonqy
Education
Health
Insurance
Administration
Planned remainder

304,396 
( 644,365 
(
(

124,908 
29,640

Total given: 1,099,706

1954 1954 1955
planned actual planned

— _ 599,889+
182,368 153,000+ 228,559

- - 26,360
29,650 21,000+ 26,000

- - 88,100
_ — 100,000

1,068,908

1,253,498 1,221,276 1,207,778

381,880 - 336,020
505,121 - 506,712
172,710 - 182,564
43,104 - 47,232
122,385 122,298 109,298

- 37,485 -

1,253,498 1,208,278 1,207,778

Tadzhikistan

1953 1954 1954 1955
Revenue actual planned actual planned
Turnover tax 551,755 734,944 684,944 562,298
Profits 126,481 174,330 153,047 269,252
Cooperative tax - 83,604 - 83,410
MTS - 54,450 - 58,750
Income tax - 68,565 - 81,487
State loans 65,000

1,180,893
* 124,480

1,179,677
Total revenue: 109,869 1,288,483 1 ,268,519 1,286,305
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Tadzhikistan

Expenditure
National economy
Education
Health
Pensions & insurance 
Administration 
Planned remainder

Total expenditure:

1953 1954
actual planned

317,598 422,315
456,158 518,244
156,969 176,908
28,350 32,345

120,317 113,068
- 31,389

1,079,392 1,294,269

1,098,969 1,283,528

1954 1955
actual planned
428,228 380,983
490,522 543,480
168,663 184,705
31,246 33,736
109,913x 97,772

1,228,572 1,240,676

1,266,233 1,282,305
x At another point in the same speech, 19.54 administration costs were 
given as 104,217,000 rubles.

Turkmenistan

1953 1954 1954 1955
Revenue actual planned actual planned

Turnover tax 549,600+ 586,499 462,312
Profits - 92,334 171,577
MTS - 60,750 -
Income tax - 72,424 -
Loans - - 103,800
Prom the Union budget - 140,061+ -

Total givens 1,023,709 1,075,311 1,221,623 1,129,802
Expenditure
National, economy 290,094 294,580 328,703
Education 357,353 414,455 417,472
Health 166,856 188,257 194,417
Insurance - 40,483 42,348
Planned remainder 31,806 32,247

970,032
33,360

1,016,300
Total given: 991,755 1,074,911 1,154,904 1,112,909
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Kazakhstan
1953 1954 1954 1955

Revenue actual planned actual planned
Turnover tax 2,369,900+ 3,457,658 3,504,000+ 7,127,930
Profits - 409,937 675,690+ 1,081,100
Cooperative tax - 175,964 - 263,000
MTS « 86,350 - 99,300
Loans - 201,000 - 403,700
Income tax 348,000 356,074

4,686,983
434,500+ 456,400+

9,431,430
Total given: 4,398,203 5,350,884 7,008,000 10,162,825
Expenditure
National economy 1,313,573 2,107,023 — 6,523,222
Education 1,628,438 1,748,481 « 1,897,985
Health 713,736 796,172 - 900,225
Insurance 229,116 253,128 - 276,838
Administration. 404,480+ 374,000+ 371,690+ 354,134+
Planned remainder 130,156 

4,419,499
159,400

5,438,204
303,580 

10,255,984
Total given: 4,349,189 5,345,318 6,758,000 10,122,947

Of the sources of revenue given, the "turnover" tax is a tax on 
retail prices, "profits" are the proportion assigned to the republican 
budget from industrial undertakings on its territory, "Cooperative taxes" 
are levied on the income of artels and voider "Income tax" are included 
all taxes levied directly on the population. Only in the case of 
Turkmenistan is a direct subvention from the Union budget mentioned; this 
is probably for the building of the Kara-Kum Canal, which is in the hands 
of a republican authority. The revenue from a republic to the Union 
budget can be calculated from the percentage table above; in the case of 
Turkmenistan, the Minister of Finance gave the exact amount of the "turn
over" tax:

1954 1955
planned planned

Union revenue ... 1,107,400 ... 1,117,688
Turkmen revenue ... 549,600+ ... 462,312
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Expenditure under the head of "National economy" covers capital 
investment in agriculture, industry, the building of houses and the 
improvement of communications by road and rail, capital construction, 
repairs and sometimes the amount available in current funds. The follow
ing tables give the available figures for the various republics. Budget 
allocations are compared with allocations "at the expense of the funds of 
the enterprises themselves", that is, from sources external to the budget. 
Some of these sources must come under the Union budget, while others, 
such as cooperative artels in industry and agriculture (kolkhozes), will 
not.

TABLES

Uzbekistan

National economy 
Total

Industry
Agriculture
Building

1 9  5 3
actual
budget

1 9  5 4
planned

budget external
2,187,473 

679,562
998,637
153,500

1 9  5 5
planned

"budget external
867,358 1,210,987

Capital investment 
Total

Industry
Agriculture
Building

212 , 880+ 
86 , 430+ 
81 , 960+

502,384 
136,000  
285,809 
58,000

266,127 
138,950 
79,059

415,600 329,000 
306,400 
275,500

Kirgizia

National economy
1 9  5 3 1 9  5 4 

planned
budget external

1 9  5 5 
planned

budget external
Total - 381,880 206,881 336,020 212,914

Industry - - 53,506 -
Consumer goods - — 33,336 87,500
Agriculture - 192,970 178,147 69,000

Capital investment - 248,018 99,932 - -
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Tadzhikistan

1 9 5 3 1 9 5 4 1 9 5 4 1 9 5 5
actual planned actual planned

National economy budget budget external "budget budget -external
Total 317,598 422,315 202,663 428,228 380,983 235,132

Industry 63,018 72,454 - - 74,445 151,838
Agriculture 108,940 186,481 - 147,668 183,116 40,990
Building 56,765 59,090 - - 42,828 6,908
Communications 51,101 38,764 - - 45,542 26,487

Capital investment
Total ~ 323,966 96,415 - 231,917 89,583

Industry - 119, 850 - 109,448
Agriculture - 135, 992 - 102,579
Capital repairs - 45,402 53,090 - 52,302 60,454
Turnover funds - 15,026 35,397 - 29,920 56,756

Turkmenistan
1 9 5 3  1 9 5 4 1 9  5 5, planned planned

N a tio n a l economy budget e x te r n a l budget e x te r n a l
T ota l 294,580 210,765 328,703 258,932A gricu ltu re 105,120 442,827/ 159,010 82,923C ap ita l investm ent -  226,471 98,069 212,289 96,441
/  This in c lu d e s over IQOmo ru b les  from the Union budget fo r  th e  Kara-
Kum. Canal.

Kazakhstan
1 9 5 3  1 9 5 4 1 9  5 5

planned planned
N a tio n a l economy budget external budget external
Total - 2,107,023 970,959 6,523,222 3,094,052

Industry 838,130 1,230,826 1,497,776
Agriculture 2,225,250 4,930,643 1,330,317
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The distribution of the budget allotment for education was as
follows:

Uzbekistan

1 9  5 4 1 9  5 5
Education planned planned

Schools • • • 948,000 • • • 958,031
Higher education • • • - • • • 312,352
R esearch • • • • • • 65,082

Tadzhikistan

1 9  5 4 1 9  5 5
Education planned planned

Schools • • • 267,408 4 4 4 281,431
Higher education • • • 93,079 4 4 4 103,967
Child welfare • • o 35,758 4 4 4 34,640
Research • • • 21,887 4 4 4 24,745
Libraries etc. • •• 15,712 • • • 13,574
Cinemas • • • 2,660 • • • -

436,504 458,357
Total given: • • • 518,244 • • • 543,480

Turkmenistan

1 9  5 4 1 9  5 5
Education planned planned

Schools • • o 230,305 4 4 4 183,169
Higher education 4 4 4 78,059 • • • 77,196
Research • • • 27,704 • 4 4
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Kazakhstan

E ducation
S ch oo ls
H igher ed u cation  
C h ild  w elfa re  
L ib ra r ie s  e t c .  
Research

T o ta l g iven:

1 9  5 4 planned  
938,l66 
292,800 
202,730 
82,976 
93,650 

1,610,322

1 9  5 5planned
978.000
347.000
227.000 

95 ,000  
97,000

1,744,000
1,748,481 ... 1,897,985

N ote: "Child w elfare"  in c lu d es  orphanages; "Research" means the
Acaden$r o f S c ie n c e s  and s im ila r  in s t i t u t io n s ;  "L ibraries"  in c lu d es  a l l  
" c u ltu r a l and ed u cation al"  work.

There i s  no in d ic a t io n  o f th e d is t r ib u t io n  o f th e  ed u catio n  a llo tm en t  in  K ir g iz ia .
The S ta te  budget o f each rep u b lic  i s  d iv id ed  in to  a R epublican budget 

and th e budget o f i t s  c o n s t itu e n t  o b la s ts  and towns o f rep u b lica n  subord
in a t io n . I t  i s  thus p o s s ib le  to  a s s e s s  the revenue and expenditure fo r  
each a d m in istr a tiv e  d iv is io n .  The fo llo w in g  ta b le  shows th e p ro p o rtion s  
of the rep u b lican  and l o c a l  budgets in  1954 and 1955 as they were planned:

Revenue

U zbekistan
K ir g iz ia
T ad zh ik istan
Turkmenistan
Kazakhstan

1 9R epublican
1,436,867 
1,114,498 
1,189,083 
950,308 

2,782,439

4L ocal
2,342,405 
661,414 
649,371 
498,485 

2,568,445

1 9R epublican
1,383,937 
554,504 

1,188,658 
1,005,382 
9,489,883

L ocal
2,L01,687 
653,274 
648,218 
522,977 

2, 882,626
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Expenditure

U zb ekistan
K ir g iz ia
T ad zh ik istan
Turkmenistan
Kazakhstan

1 9  5 4R epublican L ocal
2,342,4051,432,480

1 ,114,498  
1 ,184,128  

949,908 
2,776,873

661,414
649,371
498,485

2,568,445

1 9R epublican
1,349,779 

554,504 
1 ,184,658 
988,489 

9,450,005

5 5L ocal
2,401,687

653,274 
648, 218 
522,977 

2,750,615

In  some c a se s  i t  i s  obvious th a t th e t o t a l s  o f rep u b lica n  and lo c a l  budgets 
are more than th e amount o f th e S ta te  budget fo r  th a t r e p u b lic . This i s  
ex p la in ed  by d ir e c t  su bvention  from the Union budget to  the b ud gets of 
v ar iou s towns and o b la s t s ,  m entioned in  Budget debate sp eech es .

Sources
1 . Pravda.
2. C en tra l A sian  p r e ss .

The is s u e s  o f C en tral A sian  newspapers from which r e le v a n t  s t a t i s t i c s  
have been drawn are the fo llo w in g :
Pravda Vostoka for the 30th May 1954 and the 27th and 29th March 1955; 
Sovetskaya Kirgizia for the 27th, 28th and 30th May 1954 and the 2nd, 5th 
and 6th April 1955; Kommunist Tadzhikistana for the 4th, 5th and 10th June 
1954 and the 29th and 30th March and the 1st April 1955; Turkmenskaya Iskra 
for the 13th, 14th and 15th May 1954 and the 18th, 19th and 22nd March 1955; 
Kazakhstanskaya Pravda for the l6th and 18th June 1954 and the 29th and 
30th March and the 2nd April 1955-
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C U L T U R A L  A F F A I R S

O R G A N I Z E D  L E I S U R E  A N D  

C U L T U R A L  E N L I G H T E N M E N T

Introduction - Clubs - Libraries - Lectures - Theatre and cinema - 
Administration - Plans for increased cultural opportunities - 
Conclusion.

The leisure activities of the Soviet citizen are as much a matter of Party 
interest as his work and the fulfilment of production pledges. The 
individual is encouraged , at any rate in theory, to spend his leisure not 
merely in entertainment hut in furthering his knowledge, acquiring new 
skills and developing initiative and latent talents. Participation in 
amateur arts and crafts therefore is almost a social duty and generally 
takes place in one of the official establishments provided for the purpose 
- a Palace of Culture, a club, library or reading room. Outside such 
establishments the worker will find it difficult to indulge his tastes for 
games, dancing, the cinema or self improvement.

For the most part these institutions are maintained by the Trade- 
Unions, or out of special funds allocated by a factory, kolkhoz, sovkhoz 
or MTS. The Party has very few welfare institutions as such; but in every 
cultural establishment it maintains a "red comer", room or yurt, depend
ing on the size of the institution. Many of these rooms are hung with red 
velvet, portraits of Lenin and Stalin and have in fact an almost shrine
like atmosphere; from here propaganda has its source and colours the 
activities of the whole establishment.

Culture and welfare work (kultumoye obsluzhivaniye) and the work of 
culture and enlightenment (kultumoprosvetitelnaya rabota) are in theory 
two different things, the second implying Party activity and including the 
work of ordinary Party "agitators" in factories and fields. In actual 
fact however they overlap; both are supervised by agitprop (i.e. section 
for propaganda and "agitation") and it is impossible to have the one with
out the other. This point was stressed by L.I. Brezhnev, secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Kazakh Communist Party, when in the course of his 
speech at the Conference of cultural workers held in Alma-Ata in June he 
declared, "It must be understood that our clubs, reading rooms, libraries
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and palaces of culture are a splendid field for bringing ideological 
influence to bear on the masses • Each centre should assist in the devel
opment of socialist construction, should draw the masses into active 
communal work, and should help the masses to acquire the knowledge 
necessary to them in their socialist labour.”

In Kazakhstan, according to a press report of 5th January 1955* 
there are 10,000 libraries and clubs. In 1953 there were 788 mobile film 
units and now there are twice that number. On 24th June, Tazhibayev, the 
Kazakh Minister of Culture, gave the following figures for the republic 
as a whole: 28 theatres, 5*200 houses of culture, clubs, libraries,
reading-rooms (izby-chitalni) and red yurts, and 1*500 film projectors.
In the current year 500 new cultural institutions are being set up 
chiefly in the raions of the new lands.

In Uzbekistan, the total number of clubs in, June of this year was 
1,300 of which 265 belong to Trade-Unions. There are 1,020 film pro
jectors, 893 being in rural areas, and 80 theatrical “musical establish
ments, of which 11 are oblast theatres and 8 kolkhoz and sovkhoz theatres.
In the current year 111 new libraries are to be opened.

No total figures for Tadzhikistan as a whole are available but in the 
Kulyab oblast (recently abolished) there sire 115 "palaces of culture” and 
clubs, 117 libraries, and 48 cinemas and film projectors.

In Kirgizia according to a statement of Shabayev the deputy Minister 
of Culture, there are 1,183 cultural-educational institutions of which 
1 , 1 1 7  are in rural areas, and 325 film projectors, 127 being mobile. »

On the 1st January 1954 there were 395 libraries, 50 houses of 
culture, 17 rural clubs and 520 reading rooms in Turkmenistan; these 
figures do not include those belonging to the Trade-Unions whose numbers 
are not given.

In view of the numbers of the cultural and instructional bodies it is 
hardly surprising that the work of culture and enlightenment should receive 
considerable attention in the press. Lengthy articles on the subject, many 
of them leaders, frequently appear in Central Asian newspapers. Most of 
these are of a censorious nature and criticism has been sharp particularly 
in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tadzhikistan. Conditions appear to be better 
in Kirgizia and Turkmenistan but even here achievements are far from evenly 
spread. Indeed the urgency and emphasis with which these themes are pur
sued in the press indicate both the importance attached to this work and the 
failure to raise it to a satisfactory level. It appears that cultural wel
fare work lags behind the economic development of the republics and in some
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areas is completely neglected. The cultural organizations do not embrace 
sufficiently wide sections of the rural population. The authorities are 
accused of "formalism" and guidance from above is said in many cases to 
be "superficial” and "nominal".

In theory clubs and libraries are req-uired to project their activity 
into the territory around them; in practice the influence they exert is 
well below requirements. Many of the clubs are badly furnished and un
heated in winter; dirty walls and broken benches and chairs are not 
uncommon and scaffolding has sometimes to do duty for a properly con
structed stage. In Kazakhstan a "balalaika trend" is said to exist in 
many of the cultural establishments; people have come to regard them 
simply as places of recreation to which one only goes to dance or play 
games. Political work is at a discount and lectures on how the country 
oblast or kolkhoz lives are rarely to be heard. In fact some of the clubs 
are far from being "genuine centres of enlightenment"; the buildings are 
often used for storing a variety of agricultural produce: grain, cotton,
cocoons, potatoes. In the club of the Lenin Zhol "millionaire" kolkhoz in 
South-Kazakhstan oblast several rooms are used for keeping hens. These 
conditions apply equally to the other republics of Central Asia. In the 
Kaganovich kolkhoz of Lzhalal-Abad oblast, Kirgizia, the kolkhoz club has 
become "a snug place for cows from the adjoining cattle-farm." Sometimes 
clubs suffer from the depredations of their directors. For instance the 
administrator of the Dzhalanash house of culture, comrade Mazur, took all 
the musical instruments home for his children and himself to play on and 
had the club papers and magazines readdressed to his house.

Satisfactory clubs do, however, exist. Conditions appear* to be 
beyond reproach in the houses of culture of the Kanibadam canning factory, 
the Leninabad silk mills and the Stalinabad municipal services. In these 
clubs political and technical education receives a wide dissemination, 
meetings with eminent people are arranged and active propaganda of current 
Party decisions is carried on. In Uzbekistan, the Palace of Culture of 
textile workers and the Palvantash club of oilworkers receive special 
praise. Here facilities are provided for old and young; the members can 
make model aircraft, study photography and radio maintenance, and enjoy 
music. The ideo-political level of the lectures is high and meetings with 
the foremost industrial and agricultural workers frequent. Conditions 
also appear to be satisfactory in many of the podshefnye kolkhozes (ice. 
those under the patronage of a town). Nevertheless most of the positive 
instances quoted represent the exceptions rather than the rule.

A similar state of affairs applies to the libraries and to the 
publication and distribution of books. In Uzbekistan, since the advent of 
the Soviet regime, 32,000 titles have been issued and the total number of
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books published exceeds 318m., 11m. of which are classical works of 
Marxism-Leninism. However, publication allegedly is not keeping pace 
with demand. In Kirgizia there are 69 printing works but more than half 
do not fulfil their quotas. Even in the leading printing shop in the 
republic the work is badly organized, competition drives suffer from 
"formalism'* and costs of production are high. In 1954- the plan for the 
publication of agricultural literature was fulfilled by only 47 per cent 
and there have been too few reprints of world classics. Moreover the 
quality of the print and binding leaves much to be desired. Translations 
into the local languages are bad. Especially unsatisfactory are those 
into Uzbek which are described as "shocking". It appears that the leading 
writers in this republic do not undertake translation and so far there are 
no translations of the complete works of Pushkin, Lermontov, Gogol,
Nekrasov, Dobrolyubov and Mayakovskii.

In distributing books no attention is paid to the needs of the local 
inhabitants; the distributing agencies simply send whatever is to hand.
In some districts there are not even bookshops; this applies to 62 raions 
in Kazakhstan. In Uzbekistan however, the Ministry of Culture has 178 
bookshops and 128 kiosks and in 1954 the book distribution plan was ful
filled by 104«1 per cent.

In all the Central Asian republics the purchase of newspapers has 
considerably increased in recent years, but even so circulation is below 
requirements. One reason for this, apart from the "inactivity" of the 
workers of the printing union (soyuzpechat), is the insufficient publicity 
given to the new issues in kolkhoz and raion centres. In many of the stalls 
and kiosks old, yellowed papers are on view and even in oblast centres new 
issues are irregularly displayed, and some of the more remote areas never 
see a newspaper at all.

The organization and administration of libraries is inefficient. In 
the Ak-Kurgan raion of Tashkent oblast, libraries are poorly heated, the 
lighting is inadequate and there are no catalogues. Children get no help 
in the selection of Suitable reading matter. Some libraries axe housed in 
cramped quarters, and some like the Yvedenovsk raion library in Kustanai 
oblast have been moved out of their buildings. This particular library 
with its stock of 14,000 books has had its premises taken over by the local 
council, and has since been leading a "nomadic existence, allotted whatever 
room is temporarily vacant." In contrast to this there is the Budennyi 
sovkhoz library in North-Kazakhstan oblast. This library has over 1,500 
books on all subjects and some 160 regular members. Here book displays are 
arranged and literary evenings frequently held, at a recent one Musrcpov's 
The Awakening Region was discussed. Book hawkers bring books to the house 
of every kolkhoznik. But this is an isolated case. Generally raion and
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kolkhoz libraries are administered by people who lack not only the 
necessary qualifications but even a middle school education; some cannot 
even write down the name of the book they lend. Others have to combine 
their duties as librarians with those of accountant, housewife and barber, 
which of necessity receive priority. It is worthy of note that, ideally, 
librarians are required to help in the selection of books and encourage 
reading habits. They must see that current issues of newspapers and 
magazines are available, arrange book displays and the despatch of books 
to remote grazing grounds and cattlebreeding farms. They are also 
required to organize excursions to places of interest, lecture on topical 
subjects, write articles and dramatizations of local events and personal
ities, and organize advisory and information services.

In an. attempt to spread the interest in books the Uzbek WritersT 
Union last October arranged visits by writers, poets and playwrights to 
kolkhozes, sovkhozes and raion centres of the republic. The visitors 
gave firsthand accounts of the 3rd Republican Writers* Congress and spoke 
of the preparations being made for the 2nd All-Union Congress. They 
answered questions about their own work, reviewed that of the young local 
writers, and held literary evenings when various topics connected with 
literature were discussed. The visits had the desired effect. It is 
hoped that they will become an annual feature and that similar excursions 
will be made by writers in the other republics.

An important factor in the communist training of workers is the 
attention devoted to lectures and every Soviet citizen is expected to 
spend at least several hours a week of his free time in attending them.
The lectures range over a wide field; for example in the Garm oblast of 
Tadzhikistan some of the subjects in recent months were: **In the World
of Learning and Technique**; "The Functions of Trade-Union Aktivs"; 
"Principles of Socialist Community Life"; "Alcohol the Enemy of Man";
"The Importance of Maize and its Cultivation"; "The Chinese Peoples* 
Republic"; and "The Struggle of the USSR for Collective Security in 
Europe". The quality of many of the lectures is not of an acceptable 
standard. For his treatment of the last subject the lecturer, Vakhrameyev, 
was severely criticized. He should have debunked the imperialists* idea 
that the struggle of the USSR for collective security was no more than 
communist propaganda, and as evidence of the Soviet Unions peaceful 
intentions and her sincerity he should have adduced such facts as the 
armistice in Korea and the cessation of hostilities in Indo-China.
Instead, these facts were not even mentioned and he treated the main 
theme of his lecture in isolation from other aspects of the international 
scene, notably the cordial relations existing between the Soviet Union 
and India, Burma, Finland and many other countries.
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Lectures are equally faulty elsewhere. Many are ndry as dust", the 
lecturers often confining themselves to a mere repetition of several 
statements as a means of propaganda. Moreover, too few lectures are 
delivered; in Kazakhstan in 1954, 35,000 lectures were given hut this is 
not enough. The organization of lectures is particularly had in kolk
hozes, sovkhozes and MT stations. The services of many lecturers are not 
used. Some subjects are insufficiently treated; for example there are not 
enough lectures on anti-religious themes, this is especially so in 
Tadzhikistan where lecturers are disinclined to touch on the matter. In 
many areas the struggle against superstition, outworn beliefs and modes of 
behaviour- has been allowed to lapse. The consequences of this have been 
almost "freakish”. In parts of Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan although lip 
service is paid to the ideal of enlightenment, a "feudal-bai" attitude to 
women lingers on and many people still preserve an old-fashioned, un
scientific and indeed long-since discredited outlook. The following 
incident quoted in. full from Pravda Vostoka affords a striking indication 
of the sort of thing the authorities sometimes have to contend with.

"The leader of a visiting agitkulturbrigada was taking down the 
names of all the leading workers in the Lenin "millionaire" kolkhoz 
of Zhailma district, Kyzyl-Kum. Before him stood Zhumabai 
Nurtazayev and his wife Basharkul Zhumabayeva who each had 500 trudodnei 
(work-days) in 6 months to their credit. Suddenly the wife leaned 
across the table and in a hesitant voice asked:

"Could I be registered in my correct family name?"
"But in all the kolkhoz papers you are referred to as Zhumabayeva."
"But that is wrong," she insisted, "my husband’s first name is 

Zhumabai, but for some reason they have decided that I am to be called 
Zhumabayeva as if I were his daughter and not his wife."
On further inquiry the official discovered that in the kolkhoz there 

were as many as 15 women who bore as surnames the first names of their 
husbands and had no legal family names. It also transpired that 
Polimbetov, the leader of a tractor brigade, had two wives and that 
instances of amangerstvo (successive monogamy: cases when on the
death of her husband a woman becomes the lawful wife of his nearest 
relative) were prevalent. When members of the agitkulturbrigada 
remonstrated one old kolkhoznik made the following reply:

"What, do you expect that I should allow my daughter-in-law to go to 
a stranger?"
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"It is difficult" comments the writer of the article, "to re
educate an old man, "but one should carry on a continual fight 
against these "barbarous customs and educate the young to see the 
evil to which these survivals of the past give rise." In the kolkhoz, 
however, even the komsorg Zhappasov apparently never lectured to the 
kolkhozniks and was indifferent to the irresponsible behaviour of 
some of the komsomol members. His explanation of his attitude was 
that, "it is inconvenient to reprimand people for backwardness when 
it is obvious that they do not wish to listen and are unwilling to 
shed habits and customs handed down from their forefathers."
In this kolkhoz it was also found that in the treatment of illnesses 

and diseases old-wives remedies are preferred to more scientific methods. 
In one case a child with tonsilitis had its throat squeezed 
for pus and its condition when seen by a qualified physician was such 
that immediate surgical treatment was necessary. It appears that many 
choose to be treated by drugs in a "sanctuary" rather than consult a 
doctor to whom they resort only in cases of emergency.

In the towns theatrical entertainment is provided by resident 
repertory companies or amateur groups. In the country the inhabitants 
have to rely almost exclusively on amateur groups which indeed appear to 
flourish everywhere. Although frequently handicapped by lack of stage 
properties, and sometimes even denied the facilities of a stage, they none 
the less manage to attain a high standard of performance and their 
repertoire ranges over a wide field - from solo items and one-act plays to 
complete productions of such works as Rachmaninov' s Aleko. Occasionally a 
troupe of actors from an oblast theatre visit the kolkhozes and sovkhozes 
of a region, but these tours are neither frequent nor widespread and the 
amateur groups are particularly valued for the fact that they bring an 
impression of the theatre to places which normally never see one. Even 
so, many cattle-breeders on remote grazing grounds hardly ever see a play 
and the entertainment value of -an excerpt acted in the middle of a field 
by actors who have to contend with a steppe wind and with no properties or 
backcloth to assist them, is questionable. A more detailed description of 
the work of amateur groups, was given in Central Asian Review, Vol.III 
No.2, under The Stage in Central Asia.

Film shows, like theatrical performances and concerts, are expected 
to take place regularly either in properly constructed cinemas or else in 
suitably equipped rooms of clubs or libraries. "Where there are no clubs, 
the mobile film units are brought into service. In actual fact, however, 
except for the main towns and such oblasts as Bukhara and Andizhan in 
Uzbekistan and Tyan-Shan and Osh in Kirgizia, where conditions are report
ed to be satisfactory, the distribution and exhibition of films is
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inadequate. In the Shaartuz raion, Tadzhikistan, films are received 
irregularly and many are dubbed into Kirgiz. In the Sur khan-Darya raion 
in Uzbekistan films are received months and sometimes years after their 
showing in Tashkent. In Kara-Kalpakia the work of many film operators is 
made almost impossible by the raikom which has requisitioned a number of 
film vans for the use of its officials. Not all the operators are proper
ly trained and sometimes films are carelessly shown with no regard to 
sequence, the last reel of a film being run off first. Many of the films 
exhibited also have defective sound tracks. In those raions and kolkhozes 
where there are no clubs and the units do not carry their own screens, 
films sire projected on to ffbadly whitewashed walls”. Often there is also 
no proper seating accommodation and as a result of breaks shows drag on 
till one or two o !clock in the morning. As one writer remarked, "In the 
circumstances it is no wonder that many workers prefer to spend their 
leisure in drink shops.”

The unsatisfactory position of many of the cultural, educational and 
recreation establishments and their work is explained first and foremost 
by the "feebleness” of the cultural and educational workers. There are 
quite often cases of relatives of managerial officials being appointed 
directors of libraries, reading-rooms and clubs, regardless of whether they 
are suited to this type of work or not. Many instances of this particular 
form of nepotism are adduced. In Uzbekistan many cultural workers are said 
to have ”no acquaintance with culture.” But this applies with equal force 
to other areas. For example a shopkeeper, appointed director of the 
Dzhilikul department of culture, could not even spell his own name.
Officials removed from various posts for corruption find ready employment 
in cultural organizations in the country. As a result of this haphazard 
selection of officials, replacement is high and the number of qualified 
workers extremely small. In the Taldy-Kurgan oblast of Kazakhstan only 22 
out of 250 and in Leninabad oblast, Tadzhikistan, only 13 out of 144 
librarians have any special training; in the Garm oblast the figures are 1 
in 37- The local authorities do little to attract the qualified workers. 
There are no fixed rates of pay and in some cases not even suitable 
accommodation; many have to sleep on club stages, but being young this is 
thought to do them no harm. In consequence graduates of various tekhnikums 
prefer to look for ”snug jobs” in the towns. This problem of staff is of 
course not new, but it remains to be seen if it can be overcome. Many of 
the responsible officials of oblast and republican departments of culture 
are averse to making the intensive effort needed to improve conditions. 
Indeed, the fact that many have been mentioned by name and repeatedly and 
severely criticized in the press seems to have had little if any effect. 
Organizational work is still replaced by the passing of numerous resolutions 
and personal contacts by letters and telephone. The various ministers of 
culture are themselves accused of "eyewash” (ochkovtiratelstvo) and are said
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to be remote from the needs and aspirations of the local population.
There is no doubt, however* that a considerable interest in litera

ture and art as well as in the latest technical, and scientific advances 
exists among all sections of the community. Demands for its satisfaction 
are insistent. This is particularly so among the novosely (new settlers) 
in the new lands. Coming from the big towns and accustomed as they sire 
to urban standards and choice of entertainment, the present cultural 
amenities in the settlements are hardly adequate. They will have to be 
improved if the settlers are to remain on the land; various measures have 
been proposed in the different republics. In Kazakhstan the komsomol 
organization is urged to select, train and send to the libraries and 
clubs of the kolkhozes 3-4 thousand of its members. The Alma-Ata 
orchestra and actors from the main theatres are to go on tours. In 
Tadzhikistan and Uzbekistan the rural intelligentsia (agronomists, 
engineers etc.) is to be drawn into more active work. At the direction 
of the Council of Ministers of the Kirgiz SSR an investigating committee 
was appointed on the 31st August to study on the spot the conditions of 
all cultural-educational bodies in the raions and oblasts of the Republic. 
Prizes ranging from 5-15 thousand rubles are to be offered to the best- 
run establishments and fifty prizes of 400 rubles to the most efficient 
cultural workers. Throughout the republic, libraries, reading-rooms and 
clubs are to be properly equipped and provided with sufficient fuel for 
the winter months. Above all there is to be a strengthening of cultural 
ties between town and country throughout Central Asia. In the capitals 
all cultural centres have been called upon to serve as models of 
exemplary work, orthodoxy and artistic skill.

Although press reports describe a most unfavourable picture, the 
progress registered during the past ten years seems to have been remark
able especially when account is taken of the unresponsive and indeed 
obstructive conditions in which much of the work has had to be done. The 
number and distribution of clubs and libraries is itself confirmation of 
the spread of literacy and the unparalleled importance that is attached 
to the leisure activities of the workers.

If planned enlightenment has so far failed to combat some of the 
age-long prejudices .this is as much due to the imposition of an alien 
culture, which takes little account of native customs and life habits, as 
to the inefficiency of the cultural workers themselves.

The authorities hope to raise the level of administration and service 
by more rigid supervision, intensive training of workers, and not least 
by increasing incentives, notably higher pay, more prizes, and improved 
conditions of work in the rural areas. All these remedies have been ad
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vocated in the past tut with little effect.' Whether they will prove more 
effective in the future only time will show.

A p p e n d i x

The following figures of some of the individual oblasts are given as 
an indication of the distribution of clubs, libraries, etc., in Kazakh
stan:

South-Kazakhstan oblast 34 libraries, 19 clubs, 49 schools,
5 kolkhoz radio exchanges, 2 houses of 
culture and several cinemas.
300 instructional establishments,
96 libraries, 9 raion houses of culture, 
87 reading-rooms, J>2 rural clubs, 34 red 
yurts.
70 libraries, 20 new ones to be estab
lished in 1955.
14 houses of culture, 165 clubs, 94 
libraries, and 116 red yurts are to be 
established in the course of 1955*
20 clubs, 26 libraries, 70 red yurts.

Taldy-Kurgan o b la s t

Karaganda o b la s t  

K ustanai o b la s t

Emba o i l f i e l d s

The k olk h ozes o f the r ep u b lic  have undertaken to  b u ild  68 houses o f  
c u ltu r e , 581 c lu b s , 282 l ib r a r ie s ,  344 red  y u r ts , 49 stadium s and 59 
s p o r t s - f i e ld s  a t  t h e ir  own exp en se. Radio s e r v ic e s  are to  be extended  
to  244 p o in ts  and e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  to  103« 90m. r u b le s  are b e in g  s e t
a s id e  by the k o lk h ozes fo r  t h is  purpose.

S im ila r  f ig u r e s  fo r  the o th er  r e p u b lic s  o f C en tra l A sia  are u n fo rtu 
n a te ly  n o t a v a i la b le .
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Sources

1. Central Asian press.

2. Artisty u novoselov tseliny (a collection of articles) Izd.
Iskusstvo. Moscow, 1955*
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C U L T U R A L  A F F A I R S

S O V I E T  O R I E N T A L  S T U D I E S :  
A N E W  P E R I O D I C A L

In May 195.5 the first issue appeared of a new "bi-monthly periodical named 
Sovetskoye Vostokovedeniya. This magazine is entirely devoted to oriental 
affairs and studies and is controlled by an editorial board composed of 
well-known Soviet orientalists. The chief editor is V.A. Maslennikov.

Some difficulty was experienced in obtaining the first two numbers of 
this periodical and it has only been possible to include brief notices of 
the articles relating to Central Asia in the bibliographical note in this 
issue of Central Asian Review. The present article reviews at somewhat 
greater length these items in No»3 of Sovetskoye Vostokovedeniye which 
relate directly or indirectly to Central Asia. It is hoped to subject 
subsequent issues to similar treatment.

The leading article in the issue under review is entitled "The Tasks 
of Eastern Philology". The anonymous author defines philology as the 
study of history, economics and culture and emphasizes its importance in 
relation to the countries of the East at the present time. He then 
proceeds to consider the respects in which the Soviet Union falls short 
in this particular sphere. He notes the absence of what he calls the 
philogical approach to contemporary problems and of adequate study of the 
early history and languages of eastern countries. He deplores the in
sufficient study and publication of eastern source material and the 
failure to use the rich stores of manuscripts in the Union and Uzbek 
Academies of Sciences. All these shortcomings have resulted in the exist
ing translations of eastern literature being poor both in quality and in 
quantity and in articles, including even those by well-known oriental 
scholars, containing errors and glosses. Sovetskoye Vostokovedeniye has 
set itself the task of repairing these defects: it will strive to main
tain a high theoretical and ideological standard in its articles and 
will pay special attention to periodical and other literature appearing 
in oriental languages and to the discussion of current oriental problems.

In  another a r t i c l e  th e w ell-know n sch o la r  E .E . B e r te ls  em phasizes 
th e  im portance o f the m eticu lou s study o f o r ig in a l  m anuscripts in  the  
p rep ara tio n  o f c r i t i c a l  com m entaries, o f which a l l  too  few  are p u b lish ed
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in the USSR. The officially promised complete edition of the works of 
the Uzbek poet Alisher Novoi has, for instance, never appeared. Bertels 
concludes his article with some positive recommendations for the build
ing up in the USSR of a great collection of manuscripts and the creation 
of cadres of young and competent "philologists”.

Perhaps the most interesting article is that by I.B. Shevel 
describing the agrarian reforms in the Chinese province of Sinkiang. A 
remarkable feature of this study is the way in which the author emphas
izes over and over again, and apparently approves, the moderate and 
cautious tactics adopted by the Chinese Communist Party during the 
abolition of existing methods of landownership and exploitation and the 
introduction of revolutionary methods of land distribution among the 
peasants. Important factors in the Sinkiang agrarian reforms were the 
isolated situation of the area in relation to economics and history and 
the backwardness and heterogeneity of its population. Land ownership, 
irrigation water and livestock were concentrated in the hands of 
propertied classes. Only a small part of the land was available to the 
peasants in exchange for rent and labour. The agrarian reforms were 
preceded by a preparatory period which began in 194-9 with the intro
duction of a progressive system of taxation, an increase in the amount 
of land leased to the peasants and a lowering of rents, and the 
prohibition of the sale and parcelling out of land. The distribution of 
water was also regulated. The actual reforms began in 1952. In the 
first place the needs of the poor peasants and labourers for land were 
satisfied; but their alliance with the middle peasants ( serednyak) was 
not weakened, the land and property of the latter remaining untouched. 
With a view to securing their neutrality the farms of the kulaks were 
also allowed to remain, only their rented land being taken away. The 
treatment meted out to the landowners varied: those who resisted the
reforms were mercilessly punished by the peoples’ courts; those who co
operated were treated more leniently and their commercial and industrial 
concerns were left •undisturbed. Lands belonging to religious establish
ments (wakf) were left with those establishments, except for certain 
plots already transferred to the peasants. Members of religious orders 
had equal rights with the peasants in the possession of land. In 
cattle-breeding areas no reforms were carried out. Only draught-cattle 
were confiscated from the landowners. Breeding cattle were not 
confiscated. After the completion of the reforms in 1953 the policy of 
the Chinese Communist Party in Sinkiang was directed towards the 
organization of agriculture on a cooperative basis. From this article 
it is clear that, at any rate in Sinkiang, the Chinese Communist Party 
proceeded on lines entirely different from those followed by the Com
munist Party in the Soviet Union.
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In an article entitled "The Movement for National Liberation in the 
Persian province of Gilan in 1920-21", M.N. Ivanov describes in con
siderable detail the establishment in 1920 of a revolutionary government 
in Gilan, which in 1921 was proclaimed as a Soviet Republic. The move
ment arose out of the so-called Jangali movement Started in 1919 by 
Kuchik Khan, who eventually declined to associate himself with the 
revolutionary government and later cooperated with the Persian government 
in suppressing it. The author endeavours to give the impression that the 
revolutionary government was established by the will and independent 
efforts of the local population of Gilan and he omits to mention the lead
ing part played in it by a Soviet force despatched to Enzeli (now Pahlevi) 
by sea from Baku. A much fuller account of this episode written from the 
Persian point of view can be found in Siyasate Daulate Shauraviha dar Iran 
(Soviet Policy in Persia) by Manshur Gurgani.

In an article on "The Development of Socialist Culture in Tadzhikistan" 
G.A. Aliyev, Vice-president of the Tadzhik Academy of Sciences describes in 
some detail the ancient Sogdian and Bactrian culture of Tadzhikistan and 
the great expansion of national culture -under the Soviet regime. He gives 
a full account of progress in education and the arts and sciences. Among 
the more remarkable features mentioned is the expansion of the press, 
which now includes 72 newspapers and twelve magazines.
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C U L T U R A L  A F F A I R S

F R I E N D S H I P  A M O N G  P E O P L E S :
T H E  S O V I E T  S T A T E ' S  S O U R C E  O F  P O W E R

The following are some excerpts from an article by B. Gafurov, Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Tadzhik Communist Party, in Pravda 
(l^th August 1955)* The article is concerned with the policy of the 
Soviet Union in dealing with the "nationalities problem". It begins by 
quoting the favourable statements made by foreign delegations, giving as 
examples those of an English delegation of "cultural workers" and a 
Brazilian delegation of "partisans of peace" who visited Tadzhikistan.
I t  con tin u es:

"Reactionaries, frightened by the success of the Soviet people, try 
by every means in their power to misrepresent the national policy of the 
Soviet Union. For instance in 1953 there appeared in London a book by a 
certain Olaf Caroe, with the eye-catching and provocative title of 
Soviet Empire.... In his book Caroe sets out slanderous fabrications 
about the industrialization and collectivization of the national areas.
He sheds crocodile tears at the change-over of the nomads to a settled 
life, and regrets that the Uzbeks, Tadzhiks, Kazakhs, Turkmens and other 
peoples of Soviet Central Asia have overcome their medieval backwardness; 
and he is displeased at the liquidation of the basmachis. There are many 
other inventions in the book designed to bring the successes of the 
Soviet national policy into disrepute. But these successes are obvious, 
and no-one can conceal the fact."

A fte r  d e sc r ib in g  the gradual approach to  th e s o lu t io n  o f  th e n a tio n 
a l i t i e s  problem, th e  o p p o s itio n  by "bourgeois and ch a u v in ist"  elem ents  
and th e f i n a l  achievem ent o f e q u a lity  and fr ie n d sh ip  among th e v a r io u s  
n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  Gafurov con tin u es:

"The Soviet federation and autonomy created by the peoples of our 
country make it possible to ensure that a single policy is adopted for 
all peoples. This policy is designed to reflect the basic interests of 
the workers and at the same time to afford scope for the general devel
opment of statehood in every nation, and to take into account their 
specifically national character. In the economic sphere the right 
relation between the interests of the state as a whole and the interests
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of a people is reached by a sound and scientifically based coordination 
of centralization (in the administration of the national economy) and of 
local initiative, leaving the republics full freedom to decide local 
questions on the basis of the Constitution of the USSR.

"The Party and the Government have established that in the actual 
course taken in the guiding of the state econony, deviations from these 
principles have been permitted. For instance, planning authorities 
have sought to plan from the centre the nomenclature of goods produced 
for local needs by a republic, and there have been some abnormalities in 
compiling the budgets of national republics. The Party and the Govern
ment have made it clear that such low rating of the Union and Autonomous 
Republics' status leads to the whittling-away of the rights of those 
republics and to a lowering of the local workers' sense of responsibility, 
and they have taken a series of measures to liquidate the abnormalities 
that existed.

"At the same time, to make national interests absolute and to set 
them against the interests of the state as a whole is harmful and cannot 
be permitted. For example, some workers in the mountain, areas of 
Tadzhikistan clung, until recently to their TOZ (Tadzhik Association for 
the Universal Development of Land), an obsolete form of the kolkhoz 
movement where the draught oxen and horses were for a long time at the 
personal disposal of the collective farmers. Many people took no part 
in the collective work but received trudodni (work-days) in payment for 
the use of their draught oxen and horses. All this delayed the develop
ment of the collective economy in mountain areas, but the leaders 
stubbornly maintained that this was the most suitable form for this 
particular area. However, the collective farmers did not agree with this 
point of view and themselves took the decision to hold draught oxen and 
horses in common. The development of these kolkhozes is now proceeding 
more quickly.

"The Central Asian republics, and Tadzhikistan in particular, are 
very rich areas with exceptionally good prospects for future increases in 
industrial and agricultural output. None the less some workers, under 
the pretext that these republics have to perform the laborious task of 
growing cotton, have for long underestimated the importance of other 
branches of agriculture in practice. Animal husbandry has been particu
larly neglected; the output of the cattle-breeding industry in 
Uzbekistan, Tadzhikistan and Turkmenistan, is very low and these three 
republics have the lowest milk yield in the Soviet Union. Enormous 
reserves have been kept in abeyance under the excuse of taking local 
conditions into account and this has harmed the interests of the people
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as a whole. After the January plenum of the Central Committee of the 
Soviet Union Communist Party, the leading workers in agriculture in these 
republics have begun to put animal husbandry into order and are now 
convinced that cattle-breeding can be raised to twice the present level 
in the next two or three years without any damage to increasing cotton 
output.

"One may give yet another example. Many collective farmers in 
Central Asia live in old beaten-clay houses with clay floors and ceilings, 
although they have every opportunity to build well~planned houses. There 
have been "theoreticians" who have justified the existence of tents and 
have objected to well-planned houses with the excuse that it is, so they 
say, more comfortable to live in tents under local conditions. The 
Central Committee of the Soviet Union Communist Party criticized this 
point of view. Now thousands of well-planned houses are being built in 
Central Asia for collective fanners.

"Great harm is done to our common good by the feebleness of the 
struggle against patriarchal and feudal survivals, and in particular 
against the feudal bad attitude to women, with the excuse of local 
peculiarities. In many national republics there are still too few women 
in leading posts in Party and Soviet work, and in kolkhozes."

The author then quotes a number of instances of mutual cooperation and 
assistance among the variolas nationalities of the Union. .He continues:

"Our success in realizing Lenin's national policy has been very great, 
but we must not forget that prejudices on the national question are very 
much alive and not yet finally overcome. A most important part of the 
political work of the Party is the "international" education of the workers. 
Communists are called on to cut short the slightest manifestations of great- 
power chauvinism in the course of their every-day activity, as well as any 
instances of nationalism, parochialism, or attempts to oppose the interests 
of a raion or oblast or republic to the interests of Soviet society as a 
whole. Any instances of national arrogance and haughtiness in relation to 
other nations (i.e. of the USSR) can cause great damage to friendship 
among peoples."

The article concludes with references to the need for friendship 
between the USSR and China, and the other "Peoples' Democracies", and to 
the sympathy with which the Soviet peoples watch the struggle for freedom 
by all those still under the yoke of imperialism.
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N ote
B. G. Gafurov has been F ir s t  P arty  S ecretary  in  T ad zh ik istan  s in c e  May 

1955* He i s  th e author o f a much c r i t i c i z e d  h is to r y  o f  T ad zh ik istan . He 
read  a paper on P an -islam  and Pan-Iranianism  a t the con feren ce o f  
h is to r ia n s  h e ld  in  Tashkent in  February 1954*
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C U L T U R A L  A F F A I R S

K A R A G A N D A
A N O V E L  B Y  G.  M U S T A F I N

Translated from the Kazakh into Russian, by K. Gorbunova, Moscow 1953

The scene of this novel is the Karaganda coalfields and the action relates 
to the whole period of Soviet construction from the beginning to the time 
when a high output of coal was first achieved.

The principal character and the leading light in the whole work of 
prospecting, organization and exploitation of the coalfields is the 
Russian Party official Shcherbakov. His collaborators, however, are not 
Russians only, but include many local Kazakhs of the poorer classes. These 
latter are shown at first as illiterate and politically undeveloped; but 
under the influence of Russian Party officials and workers they quickly 
acquire all the qualities of the most conscientious and able Soviet workers. 
Members of the Kazakh intelligentzia are also shown as playing an important 
part in the development and sovietization of Karaganda. The book is indeed 
almost entirely concerned with the cultural and professional advance of the 
Kazakhs since their adoption of Soviet culture and labour discipline.

The counter-revolutionary activities of a few individuals among the 
Kazakhs are described in an unrealistic way. Lacking any firm foundation 
these activities are quickly liquidated as a result of Soviet vigilance.

The descriptions of the work of construction in Karaganda lack system 
and cohesion. Achievements are mentioned incidentally and always in 
connection with changes in the cultural and labouh aspect of the Kazakh em
ployees.

Throughout the book the emphasis is on the material experiences of the 
Kazakhs to the almost complete exclusion of their emotional experiences. 
Indeed the element of romance is virtually confined to some ten pages des
cribing somewhat perfunctorily the romantic attachment between Meiram Omarov 
and Ardak. It is difficult to avoid the impression that in the process of 
editing, to which the novel has admittedly been subjected, some of the 
emotional content of the original has been sacrificed to make room for po
litical and statistical, material.

351



CURRENT EVENTS

C U R R E N T  E V E N T S

N E W S  I T E M S

The following news items refer to the period May-September 1955* Items 
are arranged by republics, and a list of abbreviations of their sources 
is given at the end.

Kazakhstan
W hereabouts o f  the Chechens

In May, an advertisement in Kazakhstanskaya Fravda announced the open
ing of subscriptions for the second half of 1955 to a weekly newspaper in 
the Chechen language, to be called Kinkhyegaman Bairakh (Banner of Labour). 
A similar advertisement appeared in Kirgizia in August with the name of the 
paper as Kinkhyegaman bairakkh giving the place of publication as Alma-Ata; 
also in August the Kazakh Party Central Committee advertised an edition of 
Bloknot agitatora (Notes for "agitators") in Chechen. The place of settle
ment of the Chechens after their expulsion from the Caucasus has hitherto 
been unknown. It was announced on the 28th August that the Society for 
the Propagation of Political and Scientific Knowledge had arranged 
lectures in Chechen at Tekeli; at the first lecture on the "friendship of 
peoples" 300 persons were present. The Karatal branch of the society had 
organized more than ten lectures in Chechen for the kolkhozes of the 
raion; lectures in Chechen had also been read in the Kirov and October 
radons. All these places are in the Taldy-Kurgan oblast to the south of 
the oblast capital; Tekeli is a lead mining centre. On the 7th September 
it was announced that the Akmolinsk town Komsomol committee had formed a 
Chechen-Ingush song and dance troupe. Several of the performers had 
received favourable notices at the first concerts, including M. Makhauri, 
a maker of Siberian felt boots, and A. Gagiyev and D. Temirbulatova, 
building labourers. ^C.P. 17th May, 17th, 28th August,

7th September/
/S.K. 13th August

Use of Russian contractions in Kazakh

The State Terminological Commission of the Kazakh Council of Ministers 
has issued the following resolutions on the use of Russian contractions in
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Kazakh.
Russian contractions -whose use is of long standing in Kazakh 

(kolkhoz, sovkhoz, komsomol), or whose spelling coincides with the Kazakh 
(kompartiya, Komintern, komuniversitet, parts’ezd (?), RSFSR, USSR, 
obkom, gubkom, partkom, partbyuro, RKP, TDR, KazTAG, MTS, MTM, MDS, 
selsovet, fabzavkom, FZU, fabzauch, etc.), or whose initial letters or 
syllables are not in the same order as in Kazakh (RKP(b)). or which are 
used scientifically or technically, or are brand names (H20, TASS,
Sinkhua, Reiter, ZIM, ZIS, STZ, KhTZ, TEZhE, dot, dzot (sic), etc.), axe 
to be spelt in Kazakh as they are in Russian. The names of institutions 
or organizations which sire made up of a contraction of the initial word 
and the full form of the succeeding words are in Kazakh to be written in 
full (gcsapparat - memlekettyk apparat, partorganizatsiya - partiya 
uiymi). In future, conventional contracted forms are to be introduced in 
Kazakh only after confirmation by the Commission, which will continue to 
examine other problems of the use of contractions in Kazakh.

In an article commending the new rules K. Sharipov said that con
tractions of foreign words were taken into Russian without change (NATO, 
SEATO, MRP), as they were into Uzbek, Kirgiz, Tatar, Bashkir, Turkmen and 
Tadzhik. (Though c.f. 00N = Uno.) In Azerbaidzhani, on the other hand, 
contractions were always made from the translated versions of names. In 
Kazakh no rule had as yet been adopted; most words were contracted from 
the Kazakh, but others (ChK, GPU, NKVD, NEP) were not. Many contractions 
were quite unintelligible; who understood BUU (OON) or MMShS (MZhS)? Was 
it not better to follow the example of brother nations and accept the 
Russian contractions, which were already in daily use? It would be 
natural to accept them on a par with international words already accepted, 
given the fact of the beneficent influence of Russian on the Kazakh 
language.

Sharipov then quotes the text of the resolutions as already issued 
with the exception that DOT and DZOT are given their capital letters. He 
comments on the last sentence: what are these "other problems" still to 
be discussed? Some members of the Terminological Commission, who opposed 
the "correct" solution of the questions already decided, are now objecting 
to the use of five words: SSSR, KPSS, VKP(b) VIKSM, VTsSPS. The 194-0
law of the Kazakh Supreme Soviet, inaugurating the new Cyrillic alphabet, 
used the word SSSR as it is written in Russian. The all-Union XIXth 
Party Congress resolved that the Party should now be known as KPSS, and 
the first translation of this resolution, in Sotsialistik Kazakhstan, 
used the word in its Russian spelling. It is only the "nationalistic 
waverings" of the leaders of the Commission that have displaced such 
international terms from the press. The Kazakh people does not use the
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Kazakh contractions; if DOT and DZOT can he spelled in Russian, why not 
these most important five words? /̂K.P. 13th July & 12th August/
F ir s t  R ussian-U igur D ic tio n a ry

The Uigur-Dungan Culture Section of the Kazakh Academy of Sciences 
has published the first Russian-Uigur dictionary. The dictionary 
contains 21,000 words and a short outline of the grammar. The Section 
is now preparing an Uigur-Russian dictionary for the press.

/K.P. 2nd August/

Publication of Work on History of Kazakh Communist Party and Creation of 
Local Press

The third volume of Work of the Kazakh branch of the Central Committee 
of the Soviet Union Communist Party Institute of Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin published in July, contains articles dealing with the history of the 
Kazakh Communist Party 1938-1941, the creation of a local press in 
Kazakhstan 1917-1925, documents relating to the first Social-Democratic 
groups in Kazakhstan during the 1905-1907 revolution, and an article by the 
director of the Kazakh Party Central Committee Institute of the History of 
the Party on the approach to the study of Kazakh Party history. An intro
duction to the volume says that 1,064,000 copies have been printed of the 
Institute’s recently completed translation into Kazakh of the 35 volumes of 
Lenin’s complete works from the fourth Russian edition. /h.P. 13th July/

New giant metal-working kombinat for Temir-Tau

A new metal-working kombinat is being built to the south-east of Temir- 
Tau to exploit the iron ore of Atasu, the coal of Karaganda, the limestone 
of Topar and the fire-proof dolomites of Baikonur. The existing Kazakh 
Metal Works and town of Temir-Tau will form no more than a fifth of the new 
kombinat and settlement, which will be larger than that at Kuznetsk and 
second only to Magnitogorsk. Its blast-furnaces will have a capacity of 
1,513 cubic metres (the largest in the Soviet Union at present is 1,300) and 
the open-hearth furnaces will have a slip ten times that of Temir-Tau. The 
works will possess the first blooming-mill in Kazakhstan and the largest in 
the USSR. There will be 150 km. of railway line and 130,000 square metres 
of surfaced road in the area of the kombinat. Twenty planning organizations 
are concerned in its building.

But the work of building is not progressing satisfactorily. At the 
July Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party, Bulganin said that only 
88m. rubles had been used of the 200m. assigned to the project for 1951-1954* 
The Kazmetallurgstroi (Kazakh metal works building authority) has been held
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responsible for the hold-up. It brought in 2,000 labourers from Moldavia 
and Uzbekistan in the first quarter of 1955» by June 1,100 of them had 
left, despite excellent living conditions in centrally-heated hostels. 
This authority is supposed to coordinate the work of the other organi
zations on the site, -which include Uralsibekskavatsiya (Ural-Siberian 
Excavations) and Vzryvprom (industrial Blasting) but these in fact act 
quite independently. The article cited below suggests that Sibdalstroi 
(Siberian and Par East Building authority) and the Ministry of Con
struction for the Metallurgical and Chemical Industries, the administra
tion of which is in both cases in Moscow, are to blame. ,/K.P. 28th July7
Formation of new town in South-Kazakhstan oblast

By decree of the Presidium of the Kazakh Supreme Soviet the workers’ 
settlements of Mirgalimsai and Kantagi ( Turkestan raion, South-Kazakhstan 
oblast) have been united to form a new town, to be called Kentau. The 
inhabitants work in the polimetal. mines and concentration plants of the 
area. The town is a new creation and the first house was begun in 1949; 
there are now more than 500 blocks of flats and nearly 1,000 individual 
houses, a park and summe r cinema, three clubs and libraries. When com
pleted the town will be twice its present size. ^.P. 19th Augusj^

Completion cf survey for irrigation of lm. hectares of arid land
The Kazakh Academy of Sciences’ research station at Kzyl-Orda has 

completed a 200-page survey of the climate, vegetation, soil, geology, 
geomorphology, hydrogeology and irrigation potential of the old delta of 
the Syr-Darya and the northern Kzyl-Kum sands. The survey will be the 
basis of the irrigation plan to be adopted on the completion of the Kzyl- 
Orda dam and hydro-electric station. More than a million hectares will 
be brought under cultivation; 40,000 will be sown with rice.

Ministerial changes

On the 28th June it was announced that M.D. Vlasenko had been dis
missed from the post of Minister of Sovkhozes in Kazakhstan and that 
M«G. Roginets had replaced him.

Tulegen Tazhibayevich Tazhibayev, Deputy President of the Council 
of Ministers in Kazakhstan and formerly Minister of Culture, has been

^K.P. 20th August

appointed  F ore ign  Min is t e r .
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Uzbekistan
Muslims send aid for Pakistan flood relief

On the 28th August Pravda announced that the Spiritual Directorate 
of the Muslims of Central Asia and Kazakhstan had sent 10,000 Pakistani 
rupees to the Pakistan Red Cross Society to assist relief work after the 
recent severe floods. The President of the Directorate, the Mufti Ishan 
Babakhan ibn Abdulmadzhitkhau, sent a telegram of sympathy. Pravda 
Vostoka had announced on the 18th August that the Mufti had been awarded 
the Order of the Red Banner "for many yeans of patriotic service and 
active panticipation in the defence of peace." The Mufti was deconated 
by the President of the Uzbek Supreme Soviet in the presence of the 
Presidium and of Muslim leaders. ^.V. 18th August/

£ £ . 28th August/
Synthetic production of new antibiotics

M.A. Azizov, a reader at the Tashkent Pharmaceutical Institute, has 
obtained koam-i d, a new antibiotic, synthetically by combining cobalt and 
organic substances. The method is at once cheap and simple. The product 
is now being tested clinically. j/S.K. 18th August/

Tashkent citizens adopt fourteen war orphans
Union-wide publicity has recently been given to the story of 

Shaakhmed Shamakhmudov and Bakhri Akramova, two citizens of Tashkent, who 
have adopted fourteen war orphans and brought them up by their own efforts. 
It was announced on the 28th August that the Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet had awarded them the Badge of Honour, and on the 11th September that 
the Uzbek Council of Ministers had given them personal pensions of 600 
rubles a month each for life. The children are of different nationalities; 
there is a Moldavian, a Tatar, a Jew, a Kazakh, a Ukrainian, Uzbeks and 
Russians. Press publicity has included a four-column article in Pravda. 
This was reproduced in Pravda Vostoka, which on the 11th September devoted 
a full page to the letters of congratulation which the family has received 
from all parts of the Union. (/P. V. 26th, 28th August & 11th September/

/§. 24-th August/

Tadzhikistan
Changes in oblast administration

The Presidium of the Tadzhik Supreme Soviet has proposed and the USSR 
Presidium has confirmed, that the Garm and Kulyab oblasts of Tadzhikistan
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together with the town of Kulyab, should be abolished as administrative 
units and placed under direct republican control. This decree was 
followed in September by one reducing the number of raions in the area 
under republican, control by four® There are now only two oblast govern
ments in Tadzhikistan; the Leninabad oblast and the Gorno-Badakhshan 
autonomous oblast* The rest of the r  ̂ n ^ - n

Scientific expeditions visit Pamirs

There have been several scientific expeditions in the Pamirs this 
year. Representatives of the USSR Ministry of Agriculture, of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences and of the Tadzhik Academy Pamir Biological Station 
have been studying the problem of increasing the area of land under culti
vation in mountain regions, and the Moscow State University has sent an 
expedition to study methods of avalanche prevention, and a party of 
linguists to study Vakhan dialects in the Ishkashim area. The Tadzhik 
Academy Pamir Botanical Gardens are to send an expedition to survey the 
almost inaccessible Bartang valley T. 25th August/ 7

1100th anniversary celebrations of birth of Rudaki

1957 will, be celebrated as the 1,100th anniversary of the birth of 
Rudaki. An article in Kommunist Tadzhikistana announcing this stresses 
the poet's praise of reason and knowledge, his atheism and his hatred of 
the rich and powerful. ^K. T. 25th August/ 7

Death of Nigmet Sabitov
The orientalist Nigmet Sabitov died on the 12th August. He was born 

in 1895 in the Krasnoyar uyezd of the Astrakhan guberniya of peasant 
parents. He became a Communist in 1920, entered the Saratov Party school 
in 1930 and then the Moscow Institute of Oriental Studies, which he left 
in 1935 to become the deputy head of the Chief Administration of Literary 
Matters in Tadzhikistan. He sat on the Kazakh republican committee for 
composing a new alphabet, and worked in the Pushkin Kazakh State Public 
Library on research. Prom May 1942 until his death he worked in the 
Kazakh Academy of Sciences Institute of History, Archaeology and Ethno
graphy, of which he became the head. His many works received wide

authorities in Stalinabad.

recognition. /^.P. 17th AugusJ^7
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Turkmenistan
New deputy Minister of Waterways

S.K. Kalizhnyuk is now deputy Minister of Waterways in Turkmenistan 
and director of the construction of the Kara-Kum Canal. He was formerly 
the director of the Main Turkmen Canal construction, and as such was 
strongly criticized for the poor standard of discipline that he maintain
ed among the workers under him. (See CAR Vol.I, No.l, p. b?.)

/T.I. 8th March/ 
ZP.V. 9th July_7

Opening of first part of Chardzhou-Kungrad railway

The railway line has been laid over the whole distance from Chardzhou 
to Kungrad, and 627 km. have been opened for traffic. /7. 18th August/7

Kirgizia

Improved communications in Kirgizia
To reach the southern oblasts of Kirgizia from the northern it has 

hitherto been necessary to travel through Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tad
zhikistan. The building of a new road now in progress, will make it 
possible to travel from Frunze to Osh in twelve hours instead of the forty- 
eight hours occupied by the train journey. The building of the road, which 
will pass through Susamyr, is proceeding simultaneously in several places; 
the many gorges on its route will be crossed by metal welded suspension 
bridges. The road will be called the "Great Kirgiz Highway".

/S.K. 15th June7
Ministerial changes

On the 22nd July it was announced that Fatima Nurgaziyeva had been 
replaced as Kirgiz Minister of Health by Yurii Yefimovich Danilov,

/S.K. 22nd July7
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"The Ancestral Way*1
The following story is taken from Komsomol Pravda of 12th June 1955? whose 
correspondent writes that the events took place in the village of Changyr- 
Tash in the Suzaksy raion (Dzhalal-Abad oblast).

The five daughters of Saidat Adkhalimova grew up healthy and happy. 
The inhabitants of the village envied her:

"You are a happy woman, Saidat. You have lovely children, they will 
bring much gladness."

The mothex' smiled. Indeed, why should she not be glad? The little 
girls were pretty, the state bestowed on her the "Medal of Motherhood", 
and generously assisted her to bring up the children.

When the eldest daughter Kometa was 17, the mother said:
"It is time for you to be married."
The dark-eyed beauty Kometa pleased many youths in the village. But 

among them there was the old friend of her childhood, the young man 
Zhalaldin Raduev, whose love the girl returned.

"Mother, give me in marriage to him, we shall be happy," said Kometa.
Her daughter’s words enraged Saidat.
"How dare you talk to me about him! He hasn't a kopeck to his name."

"Well, and what of it? We do not need money. "
"How can there be happiness without money! My children will live in 

wealth and plenty," declared the mother.
But Saidat Adkhalimova was concerned not for her daughter's welfare, 

but her own personal interests. Saidat hurriedly began to look for a 
"suitable bridegroom". Her search was not long. Zaindy Viskhanov was 
soon presented to Kometa. He was twenty years older than her, but then 
he was prepared to pay her mother 20,000 rubles as bride-money. Having 
received the money, Saidat gave Kometa in marriage to Viskhanov.

The young couple departed to Djambul oblast. However their life 
together did not last long. The greedy Saidat was pleased by her first 
business deal, and her appetite was whetted.
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Having received an invitation to visit her "lonely” mother, Kometa 
came to Changyr-Tash. Viskhanov waited in vain for his wife. She did 
not return to him. The cunning Saidat had discovered that Raduev, once 
loved by Kometa, was now ready to pay bride-money for her.

"Forgive me, daughter, that I married you to a man you did not love, " 
the mother said with crocodile tears. ”1 do not wish any longer to force 
your heart.”

Saidat celebrated the second wedding of her eldest daughter and 
received 000 rubles from the second son-in-law.

But this was not Kometa* s last wedding. The enterprising mother 
sold her daughter in marriage another four times. She was sold as long 
as there were suitors ready to pay bride-money. Kometa*s life is now 
ruined. She has neither family, nor happiness. But the mother has 
already forgotten Kometa. Another daughter, Nasart, has been growing up, 
and the mother is interested in only one thing: how much money can she
get for her?

Having heard that the workers had good earnings in the settlement 
of Khaidavkan, Saidat decided to do business there. She took Nasart 300 
kilometres to be inspected. The charming Nasart pleased many in 
Khaidavkan, but Salama Khalimov was prepared to give most for her. So 
he soon became Nasart* s husband.

A short time passed and the mother sold Nasart for the second time, 
then for the third. Saidat *s bottomless pocket was bulging. Money, 
gold bracelets, brooches, poured into it in a stream.

The third daughter, Asma, a quiet, modest girl, proved to be differ- 
end from her sisters. When it was her turn to be married, she said 
firmly to her mother: "I am not in need of your help, I have a fiance."

"What, against your mother*s will? Do you mean to violate the 
sacred law of our ancestors?" screamed the mother.

But Asma was not of a timid nature.
"If you interfere with my plans for my life, I shall disclose your 

dark dealings," she replied to her mother.
Her daughter*s words were like a douche of icy water to Saidat. She 

realized that it was dangerous to quarrel with her. And Asma, the only 
one of the sisters, arranged her family life satisfactorily. But Saidat,
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grieving for her losses, hastened to marry off her fourth daughter, 
Tovman. Nor did she escape the fate of her sisters. The same befell the 
youngest daughter, Kaipu.

Fourteen times Saidat Adkhalimova sold her own children. She 
received 70,000 rubles and many valuables and gifts of food. But this is 
the strange thing - no-one hinders Saidat Adkhalimova and the numerous 
husbands of her daughters in following the ways of her ancestors. Yet 
Suzaksky raion is not very far from the oblast centre - Dzhalal-Abad. The 
secretaries and officials of the Komsomol oblast committee are frequent 
visitors here. However, they have not once tried to shield the girls 
from such miscreants as Saidat Adkhalimova, to take stern proceedings 
against her, and to bar once and for all the barbaric ancestral way, 
which in some mysterious fashion is still preserved in the Soviet Village 
of Changyr-Tash.

Abbreviations 
P for Pravda

KP for Kazakhstanskaya Pravda 
PV for Pravda Vostoka 
KT for Kommunist Tadzhikistana 

TI for Turkmenskaya Iskra 
SK for Sovetskaya Kirgiz iy a.
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y

R E C E N T  S O U R C E  M A T E R I A L  

A SELECTED LIST

The following is a selected bibliography of source material on Cen
tral Asia which appeared in recent Soviet publications. The list does 
not claim to be comprehensive and includes only material not used in 
the body of the Review. The bibliography is divided into sections 
on agriculture, archaeology, biology, geography and geology, history, 
linguistics and public works.

Agriculture
Bezdetnyi, I., Lapkin, K. & Bazanov, M.

Plan konrpleksnogo razvitiya kolkhoza imeni XVIII Par- 
tokonferentsii. Khlopkovodstvo, 1955* No.8, p.15-25* 3,000 words.
(A technical article describing in detail the all-round development of 
the kolkhoz XVIII Partokonferentsiya, Syr-Darya raion, Tashkent oblast 
The article comprises the following sections:
1. Basic indices of the production of agricultural produce.
2. Cultivation of soils and land improvement (melioratsiya).
3. Methods of improving the substance of cultivated soils.
4. Increased harvests of field crops.
3« Labour organization and the reduction of costs per unit of

production.
6. Methods of increasing the output of dairy produce.
7* Area under fodder crops
8. The growth of the cattle population.
9. Qualitative improvement of live-stock.
10. The annual fodder requirements per head of cattle.
11. Total annual fodder requirements and fodder balance.
12. Organization of labour output on the farms.
13- Plan for the development of sericulture, gardening and viti

culture .
14* The kolkhoz annual income and its apportionment.
15* Plan of capital expenditure.

Bibarov, V. Vysokoproizvoditelno ispolzuyem khlopkouborochnye
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mashiny Khlopkovodstvo, 1955* No. 7, p.50-53» 1,400 words.
(Describes the organization of work in the Chinaz MTS, Uzbekistan. 
Technical details on cotton-picking machines and tools are given.)

Drozdov, G. 0 nekotorykh voprosakh zemledeliya v sevemom Kazakh-
stane. Zemledeliye, 1955* No.6, p.31-36. 2,000 words.
(An account of land cultivation in Kokchetav and Karaganda oblasts.)

Pershtat, N. K itogam kvadratno-gnezdovogo seva khlopchatnika v
kolkhozakh Uzbekistana. Khlopkovodstvo, 1955* No.7, p.53-58.
1,500 words.
(General results of the square-cluster method of cotton planting in 
the kolkhozes of Uzbekistan. Several diagrams are included.)

Khakimov, K. & Aliyeva, Z.
Opyt vyrashchivaniya vysokikh urozhayev semyan 

lyutserny v kolkhoze imeni, Karla Marksa. Khlopkovdstvo, 1955* No.7, 
p.33-36. 1,500 words.
(The authors describe a method of lucerne cultivation in the Karl Marx 
kolkhoz, Lenin raion, Andizhan oblast, whereby large quantities of 
seed can be obtained. )

Kuznetsov, N.T. Puti ispolzovaniya mestnykh vod na tselinnykh
zemlyakh Kazakhstan^,. Priroda, 1955* No.8, p.91-93. 1,300 words.
(A fairly informative article on the possibilities of utilizing the 
rivers Irtysh, Tobol and Imish as well as the various lakes and ponds 
in the oblasts of northern Kazakhstan for irrigational purposes.)

Lastovskii, E.Ya. Perspektivy razvitiya kolkhozov Taldy-Kurganskoi
oblasti. Vestnik Akademii Nauk SS£R>1955« No.3, P*49-58* 4,500 words
(An extensive survey of the present state and further development of 
the kolkhozes of Taldy-Kurgan oblast, with special reference to live
stock raising and land cultivation. Targets for i960 are included.)

Malyugin, E.A. Selskokhozyaistvennoye osvoyeniye priaralskoi
polupustyni. Zemledeliye, 1955* N0.8, p.45-53. 35800 words.
(The author describes the cultivation of various strains of sorghum 
and lucerne in the sandy soils of the semi-desert lands along the Aral 
Sea. The article is illustrated.)

Nazarov, Kh. & Cherkasskii, M.
Perspektivnyi plan razvitiya kolkhoza i rezervy rosta 

proizvodstva. Khlopkovods tvo, 1955« N0.7, p.12-20. 2,300 words.
(The authors discuss the prospects of the further development of the 
Lenin kolkhoz, Stalinabad oblast, one of the leading cotton growing
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kolkhozes in Tadzhikistan. The kolkhoz income for 1954 is given and 
the targets for i960 set out.)

Rakhmanov, M. Chemu uchit opyt raboty nashei MTS. Khlopkovodstvo,
1 955* N0.7, p.44-49» 2,000 words.
(The author, director of the Balykchin MTS in Andizhan oblast, 
describes the work of the MTS in the Pakhtakor and Akhunbabayev 
kolkhozes of the oblast.)

Sokolov, N. L. & Gorbunova, S.
Borba s sornyakami na tselinnykh i zalezhnykh 

zemlyakh sevemogo Kazakhstana. Zemledeliye, 1955» N0.6, p.47-52.
2,000 words.
(An account of the methods used in combating weeds in the new lands 
of Kustanai and Kokchetav oblasts.)

Suvorov, N.I. Agrobiologicheskii printsip v metodiku issledovanii
estestvennykh kormovykh ugodii Kazakhstana. Vestnik Akademii Nauk 
Kazakhskoi SSR, 1955* No. 5, p.3-9» 2,300 words.
(A geo-botanical inquiry into the fodder resources of Kazakhstan. A 
bibliography is appended at the end of the article.)

Tokhtabayev, A., Stetsenko, M., Abdullayev, N. & Shamsiyev, B.
Perspektivy razvitiya kolkhoza imeni Stalina. 

Khlopkovodstvo, 1955* No.7, p.21-25* 1,800 words.
(An account of the work and achievements in the Stalin kolkhoz 
Tashlak raion, Fergana oblast. It includes the kolkhoz income for 
1954 and the targets for i960.)

Yarkov, S.P. Tselinnye i zalezhnye zemli Kazakhstana i voprosy ikh
osvoyeniya. Izvestiya T~imi.ryazevskoi Selskokhozyaistvennoi Akademii, 
1955- No.l, p.119-126. 2,800 words.
(A fairly extensive survey of the soils and other geo-physical 
features of the new lands of the Altai region in Kazakhstan and the 
methods of their cultivation.)

Archaeology

Akishev, K.A., Vladimirov, N.M. & Mukhamedzhanov, S.M.
Nakhodki orudii truda drevnego cheloveka v Sevemom 

Kazakhstane. Vestnik Akademii Nauk Kazakhskoi SSR, 1955» No.5, 
p.61-65. 800 words.
(A brief descriptive article of the archaeological finds - mostly 
ancient implements - in the Kokchetav oblast.)
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Biology
Kryltsov, A. I. 0 podsnezhnom razmnozhenii myshevidnykh gryzunov v

Sevemom Kazakhstane. Byulleten Moskovskogo Obshchestva Ispytatelei, 
1955. No.2, p.1-8. 2,700 words.
(An account of the habitat and reproduction under snow of mouse-like 
rodents in north Kazakhstan.)

Geography and Geology
Barbot di Mami, A.V. Osnovnye nerudnye poleznye iskopayemye tsen- 

tralncgo Kazakhstana i raionov osvoyeniya tselinnykh zemel. Vestnik 
Akademii Nauk Kazakhskoi SSR, 1955» No.3, p.59-68. 4>500 words.
(A detailed account of the distribution, quality and methods of 
procurement of rock products - i.e. non-metallic minerals - in Central 
Kazakhstan. The article includes sections on limestone; refractory 
clays; dolomite; quartz; gypsum; gravel; sandstone; slag and infusorial 
earth - tripolite.)

Kiselev, N.M. K voprosu o razmeshchenii rossypei poleznykh
iskopayemykh v tsentralnom Kazakhstane. Vestnik Akademii Nauk Kazakh
skoi SSR, 1955. No. 5? p.54-6l. 3,300 words.
(The author deals with the formation and distribution of placer 
deposits in Central Kazakhstan. A bibliography of works on the subject 
is given at the end of the article.)

Petrushevskii, B.A. 0 mezozoisko-kainozoiskoi istorii razvitiya i 
strukture Uralo-Sibirskoi epigertsinskoi platformy i Tyan-Shana. 
Byulleten Moskovskogo Obshchestva Ispytatelei Prirody: Otdel Geo-
logicheskii, 1935« No.3? p.17-37« 9*800 words.
(A serious work. The author outlines the main periods of mesozoic- 
cenozoic history and describes the structure of palaeozoic folding of 
strata in the Ural-Siberian oblast (i.e. the name given by A.D. 
Arkhangelsk to the vast area comprising the west-Siberian lowlands, the 
folded regions of Kazakhstan and the adjoining steppes of the Urals and 
Tyan-Shan). The author considers the process of the formation of plat
forms to be to a certain extent a reversible one. A list of sources 
and a bibliography are appended.)

Samodurov, V.I. Stratigrafiya mezozoiskikh otlozhenii raiona nizovyev 
Syr-Daryi. Byulleten Moskovskogo Obshchestva Ispytatels±Prirody.
Otdel Geologicheskii, 1955« N0T3, p.39-56. 8,000 words.
(An illustrated description of a complete section of mesozoic deposits 
in the lower reaches of Syr-Darya. The author also gives the first
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account of the chalk and Jurassic deposits in the area. The article 
includes 3 diagrams and a bibliography.)

Shatskii. N.S. 0 fosforitonosnom kulme Karagandinskogo basseina.
Izvestiya Akademii Nauk SSSR: Seriya Geologicheskaya, 1955« No.3>
p.48-55» 3S 300 words.
(A highly specialized article. Includes sections on the Karaganda, 
Ashlyarik, Akkuduk, Terekty and Maikuduk coal bearing seams. A 
bibliography is appended.)

Zabirov, RoD. Oledeneniye gornogo massiva Muz-Kol. Izvestiya
Vsesoyuznogo Geograficheskogo Obshchestva, 1955» No.As p.325-334»
As 000 words.
(An illustrated account of the glaciation of the Muz-Kol mountains 
in the southern Pamirs.)

History
Bushev, P.P. Raboty Instituta Vostokovedeniya Akademii Nauk SSSR

v 1954 g i plan 1955 goda. Sovetskoye Vostokovedeniye, 1955» No.2, 
p.158-63. 3s500 words.
(An account of the activities of the Institute of Oriental Studies 
of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR in 1954 and in the current 
year.)

Mukhamedyarov, Sh .P .
K istorii provedeniya natsionalno-gosudarstvennogo 

razmezhevaniya Srednei Azii v 1924 g« Sovetskoye Vostokovedeniye, 1955» No.lj p.44-56. 5s000 words.
(An interesting historical survey of the policies governing the 
national delimitations in Central Asia in 1924«)

Rizayev, Z. V institute vostokovedeniya Akademii Nauk
Uzbekskoi SSR. Sovetskoye Vostokovedeniye, 1955* No.l, p.146-48.
800 words.
(A brief account of the research work now being done in the Institute 
of Oriental Studies of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences.)

Linguistics

Grunin, T.I. Imya prilagatelnoye v tyurkskikh yazykakh Voprosy
Yazykoznaniya, 1955» N0.4, p.55-64» 4,200 words.
(A scholarly article; the author discusses the nature and place of
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the adjective in Turkic languages with special reference to contempor
ary Turkish. Such an analysis represents a relatively new venture on 
the part of Soviet Turcologists. The article is annotated.)

Public Works

Chokin, Sh.Ch., Kalachev, N.S. & Kiktenko, V.A.
K problème obvodneniya tsentralnogo Kazakhs tana 

vodami Irtysha. Vestnik Akademii Nauk Kazakhskoi SSR, 1955* No. 6, 
p»15-24» 4>500 words.
(A technical description of the scheme for irrigating Central Kazakh
stan. )
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INTER-REPUBLICAN FRONTIERS

Sketch-map showing the inter-republican frontiers of Uzbekistan, 
Tadzhikistan and Kirgizia, and the interlacing of their territories 
in the neighbourhood of the Fergana Valley region.
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The above map shows the area covered by CENTRAL ASIAN REVIEW in relation to the rest of the US 
The total extent of the area is about lè  million sq. miles. According to the latest available figures the total populat 
is about 16 i millions of whom about 11 millions are indigenous and the remainder settlers from other parts of the USSR.

The total area of the rest of what is generally regarded as Soviet Asia i.e. the Urals Region, Eastern and Western Sib< 
and the Soviet Far East, is approximately 8 million sq. miles and the population about 37 millions of whom approximate! 
millions are estimated to be indigenous. Thus, whilst Central Asia and Kazakhstan together occupy less than one fifth of 
total area of Soviet Asia, their indigenous population amounts to nearly two thirds of the total indigenous population 
the whole of Soviet Asia.

k
Published and Duplicated by the Central Asian Research Centre, 66 King’s Road, London, S.W.3.


