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C E N T R A L  A S I A N  R E V I E W

V O L U M E  I I I

EDITORIAL NOTE

During 1955 c e r t a in  m o d if ic a tio n s  -w ill be in tro d u ced  in to  C entral. 
A sian Review  i n  resp on se  to  c r i t i c i s m s  and su g g e stio n s  from  re a d e rs .

As a lre a d y  announced in  No.4  o f  V o l . I I  th e system  o f grouping 
a r t i c l e s  under r e p u b lic s  i s  b e in g  abandoned in  fav o u r o f  grouping by 
s u b je c t s .  I t  i s  hoped th a t  t h i s  -w ill r e s u l t  i n  a  more com prehensive 
tre a tm en t o f economic and to  some e x te n t  o f c u l tu r a l  developm ents. 
The growing p a r t  p lay ed  by C e n tra l A sia  in  a ll-U n io n  economy i s  
ten d in g  to  in c r e a s e  c e n t r a l  c o n tr o l  o f C e n tra l A sia  and K azakhstan 
as an in te g r a te d  r e g io n a l economic u n i t .  The same tend ency i s  
o b serv a b le  to  a  l e s s e r  degree in  c u l t u r a l  c o n tr o l  and d ir e c t io n .  The 
new system  w i l l  n o t , however, p reclu d e  th e  trea tm en t o f  econom ic and 
c u l t u r a l  developm ents in  in d iv id u a l r e p u b lic s  where t h i s  seems 
a p p ro p r ia te .

P la n s  a re  in  p ro g re ss  f o r  th e com plete r e v is io n  o f  th e  maps 
is s u e d  w ith  th e Review . The new maps w i l l  in c lu d e  more p lace-nam es 
and p h y s ic a l  f e a t u r e s ,  and t h e i r  s c a le s  w i l l  be  co o rd in a te d  to  
f a c i l i t a t e  r e fe r e n c e .

F in a l ly ,  a  b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  n o te  w i l l  be added as a  permanent 
f e a t u r e .  T h is  w i l l  in c lu d e  b r i e f  n o t ic e s  o f  some o f th e  books and 
a r t i c l e s  on C e n tra l A sian  s u b je c t s  ap p earin g  i n  th e  USSR and i s  
d esign ed  to  in tro d u ce  r e s e a r c h  s tu d e n ts  to  a  w ider range o f  m a te r ia l  
th an  i t  i s  f e a s ib le  to  in c o rp o ra te  i n  th e  body o f th e  Review .





INDUSTRY

I N D U S T R Y

T H I R T Y  Y E A R S  O P  I N D U S T R I A L  

D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  T U R K M E N I S T A N

In  T s a r i s t  tim es th e T ran scasp ian  t e r r i t o r y  had few in d u s t r ie s .  There 
were in d eed  some c o tto n -g in n in g  m il ls  in  th e  i r r ig a t e d  d i s t r i c t s  round 
Ashkhabad, Merv (M ary), B airam -A li and Chardzhou; b y -p ro d u cts  o f  
c o tto n  in  th e  form  o f  c o tto n -s e e d  o i l  and soap were made a t  B a ira m -A li; 
th e  is la n d  o f C heleken, o f f  th e e a s t  sh ore  o f th e  C aspian , produced 
some crude o i l ;  Ashkhabad and K iz y l-A rv a t had ra ilw ay  workshops, and 
Krasnovodsk and Chardzhou had s h ip -r e p a ir in g  y a rd s . Wine was made a t  
Ashkhabad and th e re  were some f lo u r  m il ls  and b r ic k  and lim e w orks.
But a l l  th e se  u n d ertak in gs were sm all con cern s and th ey  su p p lied  
m arkets th a t  were p u re ly  l o c a l .

W ith th e e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  Turkmen SSR in  1924, th e  in d u s tr ia l , 
p ic tu r e  began g ra d u a lly  to  change. The au thors o f  th e  F iv e -Y e a r  P la n s  
thought in  term s o f s e t t in g  up new in d u s tr ie s  b e s id e s  expanding th o se  
th a t  a lre a d y  e x is te d . Much more c o tto n  was grown so th a t  more g in n in g  
m il ls  were needed. P ro s p e c to rs , g e o lo g is ts  and m ining e n g in e e rs  
d isco v e re d  re s o u rc e s  underground o f which l i t t l e  had h i th e r to  been  
known. New o i l f i e l d s  were found and d e p o s its  o f  c o a l ,  su lp h u r, sodium 
s u lp h a te , io d in e , brom ine and o z o c e r i te .  New l i g h t  in d u s tr ie s  were 
s ta r te d , and g la s s ,  fo o tw ear, s i l k ,  wool and c o tto n  f a b r i c s ,  canned 
f i s h ,  fu r s  and c a rp e ts  were put on th e  m arket. Today, some o f  the 
in d u s tr ie s  o f Turkm enistan have an a ll-U n io n  i n t e r e s t :  crude o i l ,
su lp hu r, s u lp h a te s , f is h -c a n n in g , s i l k  and c o tto n , k a ra k u l s k in s , and 
c a r p e ts .  O thers a re  im p ortan t f o r  C e n tra l A sia  on ly , and to  some 
e x te n t  fox  W estern S ib e r ia :  g lassw are , p o t te r y , f u r  f a b r i c s ,  conveyor
b e l t in g ,  and c e r t a in  b u ild in g  m a te r ia ls .

A g la n ce  a t  th e  map o f th e  Turkmen re p u b lic  shows th a t  i t  i s  
s u b s ta n t ia l ly  a  v a s t  d e s e r t ,  f r in g e d  by a  ra ilw ay  system  shaped l i k e  
th e  l e t t e r  U. And, n a tu r a l ly ,  i t  i s  a lon g  t h i s  ra ilw a y  system  -  w ith  
one e x c e p tio n  -  th a t  th e re p u b lic  has grown in d u s t r i a l ly .

Turkm enistan’ s w estern  boundary l i e s  along th e C aspian S e a . Of 
r e c e n t  y e a rs  i t s  w ater l e v e l  has f a l l e n  so low th a t  what was once th e  
K ara-B ogaz-G ol bay has now become a  la k e . As t h is  la k e  i s  a lm ost
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e n t i r e l y  surrounded by h o t d e s e r t  co u n try , i t s  w aters evaporate r a p id ly , 
and to  p rev en t i t s  d ry ing  up co m p lete ly , more w ater has to  be pumped in  
from  th e  s e a . E v ap o ra tio n  le a v e s  b eh in d  d e p o s its  o f  sodium su lp h a te , 
and th e s e  have been  e x p lo ite d . Large q u a rr ie s  are  b e in g  worked and a 
su lp h a te  kom binat has b een  b u i l t . P ro d u ctio n  methods have, however, 
proved somewhat u n s a t is fa c to r y , owing la r g e ly  to  th e  sh o rtag e  o f  s o f t  
w ater, and th e a u th o r i t ie s  r e c e n t ly  d ecid ed  to  in tro d u ce  a  new tech n iq u e .

Some f i f t y  m ile s  sou th  o f th e  la k e  l i e s  Krasnovodsk, a  busy r a i l  
term inu s and s e a p o r t . Nearby l i e  th e  N ebit-D ag o i l f i e l d s ;  th e se  f i e l d s ,  
whose ou tpu t i s  som ething l ik e  m il l io n  ton s a  y e a r , were d e sc r ib e d  in  
a  r e c e n t  is s u e  o f t h i s  Review  ( V o l . I I ,  N o.2 ) .  Krasnovodsk a ls o  has 
f a c t o r i e s  f o r  canning, s a l t in g  and smoking f i s h .

U n t i l  r e c e n t ly  c o a l  was mined i n  th e  Yagman f i e l d  which l i e s  
betw een Krasnovodsk and N ebit-D ag . M ining ceased  when th e  seams were 
worked o u t, b u t some g e o lo g is ts  th in k  th a t  th e re  i s  s t i l l  enough c o a l  in  
th e  f i e l d  to  ju s t i f y  i t s  b e in g  reopened. T h is  a re a  a ls o  c o n ta in s  
s u p p lie s  o f  n a tu r a l  g a s , and t h i s  i s  b e in g  used in  N eb it-D ag  f o r  b o th  
i n d u s t r i a l  and dom estic p u rp oses.

I t  has a lre a d y  b een  m entioned th a t  b e fo re  th e  R ev o lu tio n  th e re  were 
ra ilw a y  workshops a t  K iz y l-A rv a t. S in c e  th en  th ey  have b een  g r e a t ly  
e n la rg e d  and th ey  a re  now one o f  th e  r e p u b l ic 's  b ig g e s t  en g in e e rin g  
w orks. Of th e se  works a  corresp ond en t o f Turkmenskaya I s k r a  w r ite s  th a t  
h e re  th e long-condem ned p r a c t ic e  o f  shock-w ork ( shturm ovshchina) has 
r a i s e d  i t s  head and th e  w orking quotas a re  n o t u s u a lly  ach iev ed  u n t i l  
th e  l a s t  te n  days o f  th e  month. And th e  works d id  n o t f u l f i l  t h e i r  1953 
programme. At K iz y l-A rv a t th e re  a re  a ls o  f a c t o r i e s  f o r  p ro c e s s in g  meat 
and cann ing  f i s h .  At Bezm ein cement i s  made.

A hundred and f o r t y  m ile s  down th e  ra ilw a y  l in e  l i e s  th e  r e p u b l i c 's  
c a p i t a l ,  Ashkhabad (s e e  V o l . I ,  N o.2 o f  t h i s  R eview ). I t  i s  a  growing 
in d u s t r i a l  c i t y ,  and i t  produces a  wide range o f  m an u factu res.

A h ig h  p ro p o rtio n  o f th e  c i t y ' s  la b o u r f o r c e  i s  engaged i n  m eta l 
w orking and e n g in e e r in g . The K rasn y i M olot and K rasn y i M e t a l l i s t  
f a c t o r i e s  make w a te r -ta n k s , o i l  b a r r e l s ,  hardware and ho llow -w are. An 
o f fs h o o t  o f th e l a t t e r  fa c t o r y  has r e c e n t ly  been  l a i d  down and i t  w i l l  
have fo u n d rie s  and e n g in e e r in g  shops f o r  producing t o o ls ,  hollow -w are 
and o th e r  m eta l goods f o r  th e g e n e ra l m arket. O ther f a c t o r i e s  tu rn  out 
a g r ic u l t u r a l  im plem ents and d ie s e l  e n g in e s . There a re  s e v e r a l  shops 
th a t  r e p a ir  motor v e h ic le s ,  and a t  th e  c i t y ’ s N o .l shop a  new diamond 
b o r in g  m achine, i n s t a l l e d  i n  1953 , has r a is e d  th e ou tpu t o f  c y lin d e rs  
two and a  h a l f  tim e s .
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A ccording to  th e  lo c a l  p re s s  th ese  f a c t o r i e s  do n o t always 
produce t h e i r  goods q u ick ly  enough and t h e i r  q u a lity  i s  n o t up to  
stan d ard . Turkmenskaya I s k r a  s a id  th a t  t y  th e  20 th  May 1954 th e 
K rasn y i M olot p la n t  had d e liv e re d  only 1 .5 6 5  b a r r e l s  and 16 tan k s out 
o f  i t s  annual quota o f 5000 b a r r e ls  and 166 ta n k s . S t i l l  w orse, th e  
K rasn y i M e t a l l i s t  p la n t had n o t even begun to  make tanks a t  a l l ,  though 
th ey  were needed u rg e n tly . "Goods produced by th e se  f a c t o r i e s  a re  o f 
v ery  poor q u a lity , b u t th e c h ie f  o f a  departm ent a t  th e M in is try  o f 
L o ca l In d u s t r ie s ,  Comrade P e in b e rg , in s te a d  o f  o rg a n iz in g  the 
m anufacture o f b a r r e l s  f o r  p etro leu m  p ro d u cts , j u s t i f i e s  the f a c t o r i e s '  
d ir e c to r s  by say in g  th a t  th ey  la c k  the n e c e s sa ry  machine t o o l s . "

A nother o f  Ashkhabad's le a d in g  in d u s tr ie s  i s  t e x t i l e s .  C o tto n , 
s i l k  and wool a re  p ro ce ssed  h e re . Workers a t  th e  D z e rz h in sk ii m i l l ,  
where c o tto n  i s  b o th  spun and woven, produced in  1952 about 1^ m il l io n  
m etres o f f a b r i c  more than t h e i r  a l lo t t e d  q u a n tity  -  an in c r e a s e  o f 
4 1 .7  p e r  c e n t over 1950. In  1953 they d id  s t i l l  b e t t e r  and in  th e  
f i r s t  q u a rte r  o f  1954  th ey  tu rn ed  out 471)000  m etres above t h e i r  quota, 
and a t  97*6  p e r  c e n t o f th e  p rev io u s c o s t .  T h is  m il l  has i t s  own 
hou sin g  e s t a t e ,  s t i l l  under c o n s tr u c t io n . L a s t y e a r  12 b lo c k s  o f  10 
f l a t s  each were ready f o r  o ccu p atio n ; roads were a sp h a lte d  and some 
thousand young t r e e s  p la n te d  alon g  them. Gardens have b een  l a i d  out 
and have about 7 0 ,0 0 0  shrubs growing i n  th e  b ed s.

S i l k  i s  r e e le d  a t  th e  E ig h th  o f March m i l l .  T h is m i l l  was 
s t a r t e d  26 y e a rs  ago and s in c e  th en  has handled more th an  500  m i l l io n  
r u b le s ' w orth o f  raw m a te r ia l .  Output in c re a s e d  as tim e went on and i t  
i s  now 6-g- tim es what i t  was i n  th e  f i r s t  y e a r . Q u a lity  has improved 
to o . N e v e rth e le ss  th e m i l l  d id  n o t re a ch  i t s  1953 ta r g e t  and, a cco rd ­
in g  to  th e  p r e s s , i t  shared  w ith  a  s im ila r  m i l l  a t  Chardzhou th e  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  a  lo s s  o f  s e v e r a l  hundred thousand r u b le s .

Wool p ro c e s s in g  ta k e s  th e  form  o f  wool w ashing and ca rd in g , and 
th e  making o f  k n i t t e d  w ear. Ashkhabad f a c t o r i e s  a re  equipped w ith  
modem au tom atic  m achines f o r  k n i t t in g  h o s ie ry , b u t Turkmenskaya I s k r a  
say s th a t  th e  q u a li ty  i s  p oo r. I t  a l le g e s  th a t  th e  works have no 
p rop er dyeing shops and hence r e s o r t  to  m a k e sh ifts ; f a b r i c s  a re  dyed 
i n  a  b o i l e r  and hung out to  dry on a  fe n c e  in  th e  y ard . What i s  more -  
"sh o ck  work i s  th e  u su a l r o u t in e , th e o rg a n iz a tio n  o f work i s  f a r  from  
s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and a  g e n e ra l s la c k n e s s  p r e v a i l s . "

One o f  th e  c i t y 8 s new est in d u s t r ia l  p la n ts  i s  a la rg e  fo o tw ear 
f a c t o r y .  I t  i s  equipped w ith  u p -to -d a te  au tom atic  m achinery and went 
in to  p ro d u ctio n  e a r ly  i n  1954* I t  i s  exp ected  to  tu rn  out som ething 
l i k e  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  p a ir s  o f b o o ts  and shoes every  y e a r . A new m echanized
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g la s s  fa c t o r y  was a ls o  due to  s t a r t  p ro d u ctio n  in  1954*

A shkhabad's fo o d s tu ffs  in d u stry  in c lu d e s  a m eat-packing fa c t o r y ,  
some f is h -c a n n in g  p la n ts , d i s t i l l e r i e s ,  wine f a c t o r i e s  and some o th e r 
fo o d -p ro c e ss in g  u n d ertak in g s. There are  121 workshops -  f o r
c o b b le r s , t a i l o r s ,  lo ck sm ith s, m echanics, and b ic y c le  r e p a ir e r s  -  most 
o f  w hich l i e  i n  th e c e n tre  o f  th e  c i t y .

Some 150 m ile s  n o rth  o f th e c a p i t a l ,  i n  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e Kara-Rum 
d e s e r t ,  su lp h u r i s  mined a t  D arvaza and S e m y i Zavod (R u ssia n  f o r  
"su lp h u r f a c t o r y " ) .  I t  i s  sm elted  a t  th e  l a t t e r  town, and as th e re  i s  no 
ra ilw a y  h e re , th e  cak es a re  tra n sp o rte d  to  th e  c a p i t a l  by road . The 
b u ild in g  o f  houses f o r  th e  m iners a t  th e se  two p la c e s  was r e c e n t ly  
re p o rte d .

A l i t t l e  over 200 m ile s  e a s t  o f Ashkhabad l i e s  the co tto n -g ro w in g  
v a l le y  o f  th e  Murgab r iv e r .  Here -  a t  Io la ,ta n , B a iram -A li and the 
ra ilw a y  ju n c t io n  o f Mary -  a re  th ree  o f th e r e p u b l ic 's  la r g e s t  g in n in g  
m i l l s .  A ll th re e  were r e f i t t e d  w ith  u p -to -d a te  m achinery in  1953 > 
in c lu d in g  new down s e p a ra to rs  which have r a is e d  output by 18 to  20 p er 
c e n t . At th e  Mary and B a iram -A li m il ls  c o tto n -s e e d  i s  now weighed 
a u to m a tic a lly  -  an in n o v a tio n  th a t  i s  sav in g  a  l o t  o f  la b o u r . Mary a ls o  
has f a c t o r i e s  f o r  canning f r u i t  and m eat, and a  new m eat-cann ing  p la n t 
was due to  be opened in  1954  a t  Sandykachi, sou th  o f I o la t a n .  ( Readers o f 
V o l . I I  No.3 o f  t h i s  Review w i l l  r e c a l l  th a t  Mary l i e s  on th e l in e  o f th e  
p r o je c te d  Kara-Kum c a n a l, the e a s te r n  p o rt io n  o f w hich i s  a lre a d y  under 
c o n s t r u c t io n .)

N o rth -e a s t o f  Mary, 140 m ile s  away, i s  th e  ra ilw a y  ju n c tio n , r iv e r  
p o r t  and in d u s t r ia l  town o f  Chardzhou. I t  l i e s  on th e  Amu-Darya r i v e r  
(O xus) and, as  h as a lre a d y  been  n o ted , i t  p o sse sse d  s h ip -r e p a ir in g  yards 
b e fo r e  th e R e v o lu tio n . Today, c o tto n  g in n in g  and e n g in e e r in g  a re  i t s  
main in d u s t r ie s .  B e s id e s  i t s  lo c o m o tiv e -re p a ir  w orks, and shops f o r  
s e r v ic in g  a g r ic u l t u r a l  m achinery and motor v e h ic le s ,  Chardzhou i s  to  
have a  la r g e  e x c a v a to r  w orks, w hich, i n  s p i te  o f  b e in g  under 
c o n s tr u c t io n  f o r  seven  y e a rs , were s t i l l  n o t com pleted by A p r il  1954* 
N e v e rth e le ss  th ey  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  advanced to  s t a r t  b u ild in g  th e  "PZU- 
Chardzhou 1 "  300 h .p . d ie se l, su c tio n -d re d g e rs  f o r  use on th e  Kara-Kum 
c a n a l, in  a d d itio n  to  t h e i r  ro u tin e  ta s k  o f s e r v ic in g  d ie s e l  en g in es and 
r e p a ir in g  e x c a v a to rs  f o r  c o tto n  grow ing. The d e lay  i n  com pleting  th e  
works has b een  commented on in  th e new spapers, which p o in t out th a t  
a lth ou g h  two o f f i c i a l  b o d ies  -  th e  Turkmen a u th o r ity  f o r  th e  
m ech an izatio n  o f  e x c a v a tio n  and th e D ir e c to r a te  o f  W ater Supply 
C o n stru c tio n  o f  th e  M in is try  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  -  a re  jo i n t l y  re s p o n s ib le  
f o r  t h e i r  c o n s tr u c t io n , n e ith e r  o f  them w i l l  commit i t s e l f  to  say in g
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when th e works w i l l  be com pleted.

Chardzhou’ s No. 1 c o tto n -g in n in g  m il l  i s  among th e  la r g e s t  in  th e  
r e p u b lic , and, l i k e  th o se  a t  o th e r  im p ortan t g in n in g  c e n tr e s , has 
r e c e n t ly  been r e f i t t e d  w ith  modern m achines, in c lu d in g  new d ie s e l  
en g in es  which have in c re a s e d  output c a p a c ity  by 50 p e r  c e n t . But 
acco rd in g  to  Turkmenskaya I s k r a , d e s p ite  th e new m achinery, th in g s  
were n o t going w e ll a t  th e m i l l .  "Frequ ent a c c id e n ts  and b reak ag es o f  
m achinery a re  re p o rte d  from  N o .l Chardzhou c o tto n -g in n in g  m i l l ;  th e se  
have become a  read, sco u rg e. During th e  f i r s t  s i x  months o f 1953, 26 
a c c id e n ts  r e s u lt in g  in  suspensions o f  work f o r  2 to  3 hours each took 
p la c e , and how many o th e rs  were th e re  o f  l e s s  than an hour?" The 
m i l l c s d ir e c to r  and c h ie f  en g in eer a re  s a id  to  a t t r i b u t e  th e se  
a c c id e n ts  to  o b s o le te  equipment.

The p ro c e s s in g  o f  ju t e  i s  som ething new f o r  Turkm enistan, and i t  
i s  a t  Chardzhou th a t  a  ju t e  m i l l  has been  s ta r te d . O ther in d u s t r ia l  
u n d ertak in gs in  th e  town in clu d e  a  s ilk -w in d in g  m i l l ,  ta n n e r ie s , 
co tto n -w o o l and k n i t t e d  wear m i l l s ,  and f r u it -c a n n in g  f a c t o r i e s .
There i s  a ls o  an oxygen fa c to r y  which su p p lie s  b o th  in d u stry  and 
a g r ic u l tu r e .  E a r ly  i n  1954 7 ,0 0 0  c u b ic  m etres o f oxygen were d e liv e re d  
to  th e  MTS o f  th e  Chardzhou and Tashauz o b la s ts .

In  th e  s o u th -e a s te rn  c o m e r  o f  th e  re p u b lic  su lp h u r, copper and 
s a l t  a re  mined round Gaurdak and K ugitang-Tau . The sulphur i s  sm elted  
l o c a l l y .  There a re  some c o a l  d e p o s its  a t  K u gitang-Tau  b u t as i t  has no 
ra ilw a y , t h e i r  w orking i s  on a sm all s c a le .  T h is  may however change 
b e fo r e  long as a b ran ch  l in e  was s t a r t e d  h ere  e a r ly  in  1954* Meanwhile 
houses are  b e in g  b u i l t  f o r  m iners a t  Gaurdak, b e s id e s  a d isp en sary , a 
k in d e rg a rte n  and a  c re c h e .

In  th e  n o r th -e a s te r n  p a r t  o f  th e  re p u b lic  th e b ig g e s t  town i s  
Tashauz. S itu a te d  on th e Amu-Darya r iv e r ,  i t  was to  have been th e  
s t a r t in g  p o in t o f  th e  p r o je c te d  Main Turkmen C anal, b u t in  th e ab sen ce 
o f  news about t h i s  g ig a n t ic  u n d ertak in g , th e fu tu re  development o f  
Tashauz must be co n sid e re d  as u n c e r ta in . At p re s e n t i t  has two c o tto n ­
g in n in g  m i l l s ,  b o th  o f  which were re c o n s tru c te d  i n  1953 , r e s u l t in g  i n  a 
20-25  p e r  c e n t in c r e a s e  o f  o u tp u t. U y-products from  th e se  m i l l s  are  
made in to  c o tto n -s e e d  o i l  and soap a t  o th e r  f a c t o r i e s  i n  th e town, b u t 
a t  th e o i l  f a c t o r y  p ro d u ctio n  has been  somewhat i r r e g u la r .

Such i s  th e  g e n e ra l p ic tu r e  o f th e r e p u b l i c 's  in d u stry  tod ay . 
S t a t i s t i c s  o f th e output o f  th e v ario u s in d u s tr ie s  in  1950 show th e  
fo llo w in g  p e rcen tag e  in c r e a s e s  over 1945 -
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Crude o i l 220
Sulphur 60
E l e c t r i c  power 68
Raw s i l k 74
Soap 150
K n itte d  wear 670
C otton  wool 150
C otton  yarn 130

In  1952 , however, a lth ou gh  the in d u s t r ia l  programme was in  the main 
c a r r ie d  o u t, th e re  were 20 u n d ertak in gs th a t  d id  n o t produce t h e i r  
q u o tas . The sh o rtag e  was estim a te d  a t  some 155 m il l io n  r u b le s .

I t  seems th a t  in d u s t r ia l  p ro g ress  in  g e n e ra l has been  much hampered 
by th e  backw ardness o f  th e  b u ild in g  in d u s try . There have been s e r io u s  
sh o rta g e s  o f tim b er, b r ic k s ,  c o n c re te  b lo c k s , t i l e s  and cem ent, as a 
r e s u l t  o f  which th e  G en eral D ir e c to r a te  o f  I n d u s t r ia l  B u ild in g  la t e r ia l s  
com pleted on ly  59 p e r  c e n t o f i t s  1953 programme. I t  was much th e  same 
w ith  th e M in is try  o f  C iv i l  Housing C o n stru c tio n , though th ey  d id  some­
what b e t t e r  a t  87  p e r  c e n t . The tro u b le  appears to  be th a t  th e r e  a re  n ot 
enough f a c t o r i e s  producing b u ild in g  m a te r ia ls .  A ccording to  one r e p o r te r -  
MA ra p id  development o f th e  b u ild in g  m a te r ia ls  in d u stry  i s  thus n e ce ssa ry  
h e r e . In  a d d itio n  to  th e  goods i t  a lread y  p rod u ces, th e re  i s  an u rgen t 
need  f o r  ceram ic b lo c k s , t i l e s ,  tim b er s u b s t i t u t e s ,  in s u la t in g  m a te r ia ls  
e t c .  E xp erien ce  has shown th a t  though betw een 1946 and 1950 p ro d u ctio n  
programmes were f u l l y  c a r r ie d  o u t, to d a y 's  demand g r e a t ly  exceed s th e  
s u p p ly ."

As to  th e  fu tu r e  o f th e  r e p u b l i c 's  in d u stry , th e re  a re  some 
am bitiou s p r o je c t s  i n  hand. I t  i s  proposed to  g e n e ra te  tw ice  th e  amount 
o f  e l e c t r i c  power th a t  i s  b e in g  g en era ted  tod ay . P o w e r-s ta tio n s  a re  
p lanned  f o r  th e  o i l f i e l d  a re a , f o r  Ashkhabad, Chardzhou and th e  Mary 
o b la s t .  T h is  w i l l  e n t a i l  the development o f th e  c o a l f i e ld s  a t  K u gitan g- 
Tau, Tuarkyr and Yagman. The output o f b r ic k s  i s  to  be t r e b le d . Large 
foo tw ear and fu r n itu r e  f a c t o r i e s ,  d a ir ie s  and b a k e r ie s  a re  to  be b u i l t  a t  
Ashkhabad and Chardzhou, and a superphosphate f a c t o r y  a t  Gaurdak. The 
p re s e n t p ro d u ctio n  o f  canned v e g e ta b le s  i s  to  be m u lt ip lie d  by n in e  in  
1955 and th e  c o tto n  m il ls  and k n itte d -w e a r  f a c t o r i e s  are  to  double t h e i r  
o u tp u t. The s i l k - r e e l i n g  m il ls  a re  to  be supplem ented by new p la n ts  which 
w i l l  sp in  and weave s i l k ,  and th e re  i s  to  be a  s im ila r  in n o v a tio n  in  the 
p ro c e s s in g  o f w ool. And, f i n a l l y ,  th e re  i s  th e  Kara-Kum Canal p r o je c t  
w hich can  h a rd ly  f a i l  to  e x e r t  a s tro n g  in flu e n c e  on th e r e p u b l ic 's  
economy.
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Sou rces

1 . Z .G . P r e ik in . Turkmenskaya SSR. Moscow, 1954*

2 . C e n tra l A sian  P r e s s .
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I N D U S T R Y

S R E D A Z N E P T : T H E  C E N T R A L

A S I A N O I L  A U T H O R I T Y

O rg an iza tio n  and development -  A ndizhanneft -  K a lin in n e f t  -  
Term ezneft -  R e fin in g .

The S re d a z n e ft a u th o r ity  ( i . e .  C e n tra l A sian O il  a u th o r ity )  works 
fo u r te e n  o i l f i e l d s  i n  U zbek istan , K ir g iz ia ,  and T a d z h ik is ta n  through an 
o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th re e  s u b s id ia r ie s  -  A ndizhanneft, K a lin in n e f t ,  and 
T erm ezneft -  to g e th e r  w ith  s i x  a n c i l la r y  b o d ie s  -  S red azn efterazv ed k a  
(C e n tr a l  A sian  O il  P ro sp e c tin g  a u th o r i ty ) ,  S re d a z b u m e ft (C e n tr a l  A sian 
O il  D r i l l in g  a u th o r i ty ) ,  S r e d a z n e f te s tr o i  (C e n tr a l  A sian  O il  B u ild in g  
a u th o r i ty ) ,  Sred azn eftezavod y (C e n tr a l  A sian  O il  R e f in e r i e s ) ,  and two 
e n g in e e r in g  works which c o n s tr u c t  and re c o n d it io n  equipm ent.

The Fergan a o i l f i e l d s  were f i r s t  worked in  1904 , b u t b e fo r e  1935 
t h e i r  t o t a l  annual p ro d u ctio n  n ev er exceeded 6 0 ,0 0 0  to n s . In  th e 
Surkhan-D arya b a s in  o i l  was d isco v e re d  in  in d u s t r i a l  q u a n t i t ie s  i n  1934 : 
th e  f i r s t  o f th e s e  f i e l d s  -  Khaudag -  was brought in t o  o p e ra tio n  i n  
1935> th e  second -  Uch-Kzyl -  in  1936 , and th e  t h i r d  -  K o k aity  -  in  1951* 
Betw een 1944  and 1947 th e  d isco v e ry  o f  la r g e  new re s o u rc e s  in  th e  n o r th ­
e a s te r n  p a r t  o f  th e  Fergana V a lle y  brought a  f r e s h  assessm en t o f th e  
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  th e  C e n tra l A sian  o i l f i e l d s .  These d is c o v e r ie s  made 
i t  p o s s ib le  to  s e t  th e  crude o i l  p ro d u ctio n  t a r g e t  f o r  1950 a t  1 , 246,000 
to n s , seven tim es th e  1940 f ig u r e ,  (U zb ek istan  1 ,1 0 6 ,0 0 0  to n s , K ir g iz ia  
8 0 ,0 0 0  to n s , T a d z h ik is ta n  6 0 ,0 0 0  to n s ) .  S e v e ra l g e o lo g is ts ,  among them 
O.D. V ig a lo v  and I . P .  Zubov, r e c e iv e d  S t a l i n  p r iz e s  f o r  t h e i r  work in  
p ro s p e c tin g  th e new f i e l d s .

The developm ent o f crude o i l  p ro d u ctio n  i s  in d ic a te d  i n  th e  
fo llo w in g  t a b le ,  which has been  com piled on th e  b a s i s  o f p re-w ar 
s t a t i s t i c s ,  p ro d u ctio n  ta r g e t s  f o r  1950, and e s tim a te s  c a lc u la te d  on a 
b a s i s  o f  average p erce n ta g e  in c r e a s e s  f o r  1952, 1953 and 1954 :
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