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party leaders, scientists, and military leaders incriminated themselves, 
confessing to the crimes attributed to them. When my father studied at the 
Minsk Law Institute (1949–1952), he was taught Vyshinsky's theory, based 
on the fact that presumption is not needed under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, that confession is the queen of evidence. The Prosecutor General 
of the USSR actually adopted the postulate of the Holy Inqu
isition of the 13th-17th centuries, which stated that the court requires not 
evidence, but an accusation. The accusatory bias, which formed the basis of 
the Soviet judicial system, made it possible to deal with all those who were 
objectionable to the regime. Confessions given under the most severe 
physical pressure did not embarrass anyone and formed the basis of 
indictments. 

However, getting acquainted with the materials of the trials of the mid-
thirties only added new questions for me. How did Soviet society come to a 
state where innocent citizens were forced to incriminate themselves in order 
to get rid of physical suffering? Why was there a need for a system of 
preventive arrests and accusations of participation in non-existent anti-
Soviet counter-revolutionary organizations that were allegedly aimed at the 
restoration of capitalism? What consequences did this have for the country 
and the world as a whole? After all, if there had been no repressions in the 
USSR, then there would not have been the Second World War, Hitler would 
not have come to power, and there would have been no Holocaust. It took 
me many years to find answers to these questions. It seems to me that only 
now have I come to an understanding of these processes, which had tectonic 
consequences. 

In the late 1980s, the democratization of Soviet society required a return 
to historical truth in order to prevent the revenge of Stalin's heirs as 
opponents of Perestroika. On July 11, 1988, the Politburo of the CPSU 
Central Committee adopted a resolution "On additional measures upon 
completion of work related to the rehabilitation of those unjustifiably 
repressed in the 1930s–1940s and early 1950s." The Prosecutor General's 
Office and the KGB of the USSR as well as local authorities were given the 
corresponding instructions. Letters from family members of repressed 
citizens began to arrive at the party organs of the BSSR. The children of 
repressed academicians of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic Pavel 
Yakovlevich Pankevich, Yakov Nikitovich Afanasyev, Petr Afanasevich 
Buzuk, People's Commissar of Education Anton Vasilyevich Balitsky and 
Dina Zvulovna Kharik, the wife of Corresponding Member Isaak 
Davidovich Kharik, addressed the name of the First Secretary of the Central 
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Committee of the Communist Party of Belarus Efrem Yevseevich Sokolov 
with a request to help restore their good name. 

From Sokolov's secretariat, these letters were forwarded to the 
newspaper "Zvyazda", which was the printed organ of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Belarus. By that time, I had managed 
to publish on its pages a polemical material on the subject of restoring the 
historical truth, trampled in the 1930–1950s in the republic. It had an impact 
on the readers and drew the attention of the editors. I was asked to write a 
series of essays for the newspaper about prominent figures in Belarusian 
science who had been slandered and erased from the scientific and public 
life of the republic. I was given a certificate of a freelance correspondent for 
"Zvyazda" with a request to all interested parties to provide all possible 
assistance and support. 

I was well aware of the methodology of scientific research, so I 
immediately got down to the matter. I met with family members of 
repressed academics, listened to their stories, asked my questions and 
looked into family archives. After that, I began to go around to former 
colleagues, neighbors and relatives of my ‘heroes’. In the State Library 
named after V.I. Lenin (now the National Library of Belarus), I found books 
by disgraced scientists, which by that time had been returned from special 
storage, and rummaged through files of old newspapers. I visited the archive 
of the Institute of Party History under the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Belarus (now the National Archives of the Republic of 
Belarus) and the service archive of the Academy of Sciences of the BSSR. I 
met with Nikolai Tokarev, the head of the academy museum, who was 
preparing to publish a Handbook on the Academy Employees Who Suffered 
During Stalin's Repressions. But I considered my greatest achievement 
gaining access to the Central Archive of the KGB of the BSSR, where 
relatives of repressed academics wrote requests under my dictation 
demanding answers to the questions posed. It was important for me to 
establish: where, when, by whom and under what circumstances were the 
scientists arrested, who conducted the search and what exactly was 
confiscated during the arrest, whether there were personal belongings and 
documents, photographs, what was the sentence, who passed it, where and 
when was it carried out? 

I noticed that in the rehabilitation documents of 1954–1958, the 
authorities most often used the wording "rehabilitated due to lack of 
evidence of the charge", while justice required something else - "due to the 
absence of corpus delicti", which had a fundamental difference. I was struck 
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by the fact that in return for all the confiscated property of the arrested 
individuals who were later ‘rehabilitated’, only two months' salaries at the 
last place of service were issued. At the same time, in the rehabilitation 
documents, there was not a word about the guilt of the state (or even regret) 
for the injustice shown, the suffering endured in the camp, the ordeals of 
loved ones forced to live for many years with the stigma of "enemy of the 
people". In other words, the state was in no hurry to take responsibility for 
the crime against its own people. 

The responses from the KGB Central Archive signed by                         
V.N. Dashkovsky arrived fairly quickly, they were laconic but to the point. 
Only close relatives (children, siblings or spouses) of the rehabilitated had 
the right to review the investigation materials, which were no longer 
considered secret. They were not given to any outsiders, including friends, 
neighbors, colleagues, scientists or journalists. In other words, if the letters 
had come from me personally, I would not have received a response from 
the archive, which is why I had chosen to focus on written requests. Things 
turned out worse with the photographs of my heroes, there were only a few 
of them that were handed over by relatives, everything else was confiscated 
during the arrest or disappeared during the war. But there were also 
successes. From the KGB archive in Vologda I was sent a photograph of 
Pyotr Afanasyevich Buzuk in prison uniform during his arrests in 1930 and 
1937, and from the KGB archive in Minsk I was given the original of Izya 
Kharik's trade union card from 1935, with the last photo of the poet before 
his arrest. Moreover, they did not demand that they be returned, they 
allowed me to keep them in the family - now they did not need them. 

When the Germans stood at the gates of Minsk, shelled and bombed it, 
and the city burned, the party and Soviet leaders of the republic, without 
declaring an evacuation, fled in panic, leaving secret documents, lists of 
communists, intelligence workers, seals, codes, money, banners, awards in 
safes in the House of Government and the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus. At the same time, the NKVD of 
the BSSR, two days before the surrender of the city, successfully sent its 
entire archive, which included tens of thousands of investigative files on 
already executed "enemies of the people", to the Soviet rear. Thus, in the 
face of the enemy, the authorities abandoned living people to the mercy of 
fate, but took away the traces of their crimes - the best characteristic of the 
value system of the Soviet regime. When the Red Army liberated Minsk in 
July 1944, the first to return there were the NKVD officers, for whom the 
German prisoners of war began to build a new building on Stalin Avenue 
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(now Independence Avenue), where the "cases" of the repressed were 
returned and where they are kept to this day. Already in Israel, Yakov 
Zinovievich Basin gave me copies of the NKVD investigation protocols on 
the case of Izya Kharik, including the Order for his arrest, the indictment, 
the verdict of the visiting session of the Military Collegium of the Supreme 
Court of the USSR and the certificate of execution of the death sentence on 
October 29, 1937. In Jerusalem, I met Jessica Platner, the daughter of Isaac 
Platner, who, together with Kharik, was a member of the Jewish section of 
the Union of Soviet Writers of Belarus. 

While working with the documents, I noticed how the executioners 
covered their tracks. The state security organs only carried out orders from 
Moscow. When the dirty work was finished, the executors were removed. 
The People's Commissar of the NKVD of the USSR Genrikh Yagoda was 
replaced by Nikolai Yezhov, and Yezhov by Lavrenty Beria. In the BSSR, 
the People's Commissar of the NKVD of the BSSR Herman Matson was 
replaced by Leonid Zakovsky, who was succeeded by Israel Leplevsky, 
Georgy Molchanov, Boris Berman, Alexey Nasedkin and Lavrenty Tsanava. 
Of all the zealous oprichniks (secret police), only Beria managed to survive 
Stalin; he was removed by N.S. Khrushchev, who declared him an English 
spy (he was shot on December 23, 1953). Following the people's 
commissars, their henchmen were eliminated, starting with deputies, 
assistants, department heads and ranks of sadistic investigators. The NKVD 
purges in Stalin's name were carried out under the hypocritical formulation 
of "exceeding official authority" and "violating the norms of socialist 
legality." I also became convinced that the secretaries of the Communist 
Party of Belarus who fell victim to Stalin's purges in 1936-1938, such as 
Gikalo, Sharangovich and Volkov, had carried out the directives on 
repressions received from Stalin. They carried out criminal orders with zeal, 
and then disappeared as enemies of the people in the GULAG or execution 
pits. 

In interrogation reports with forced confessions, one can see not only 
Belarusian, Russian, Ukrainian, but also Jewish surnames from NKVD 
investigators of the BSSR. Lieutenant Colonel N.M. Klimovich, who gave 
me execution cases in the Central Archives of the KGB in Minsk in 2005, in 
a frank conversation said that his mother was Jewish. And he complained: 
why didn’t you save “your own?” What he meant was that Jewish 
investigators, interrogating arrested Jews, did not make any allowances for 
them. I did not argue with Klimovich then, explaining the simple truth that 
the Jewish investigator was afraid that he would be accused of leniency 
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towards “his own” and showed double zeal. A Jewish investigator was a real 
punishment for a Jewish prisoner, and not a hope for salvation. Stalin's 
suppression machine demanded national nihilism from its henchmen under 
the guise of internationalism. This was motivated by the fact that the 
enemies of Soviet power cannot have a national face – they are all counter-
revolutionaries who do not deserve leniency. 

After a year and a half of intensive work in 1989–1991, I conducted five 
journalistic investigations about the crimes of Stalinism against the 
intellectual elite of Belarus in the 1930s. The result was the book "Revived 
Names", which was even announced in the plan of the publishing house 
"Higher School" in Minsk. However, when the editorial revision began, it 
turned out that my conclusions were inconvenient, the style of presentation 
was more scientific than artistic. My patience ran out when the editor 
suggested removing from the text the chapter about the fate of Izya Kharik, 
who, allegedly, has no relation to Belarusians: "You are writing about the 
national Belarusian scientific school, what does Kharik have to do with it?" 
At that time, I was already planning to go to Israel and took the manuscript 
from the publishing house in the hope of returning to this topic someday in 
better times. Did I think then that it turned out for the best? The book about 
the events of 1937 in Belarus looks completely different today than it did 30 
years ago. The conclusions in it are formulated more convincingly, the 
reasons that gave rise to such an ugly phenomenon in the development of 
Soviet society as the cult of personality are substantiated and proven. I used 
documents that confirm this, that I found in the archives of Minsk, Moscow 
and Jerusalem during scientific missions in 1995–2020 after my departure to 
Israel. 

The book is composed of the sections “From the Author”, “Preface”, 
five chapters, “Conclusion” and appendices. The chapters are arranged 
according to the names of the main characters, to whose fates the book is 
dedicated to: Ch. 1 “Forgotten Name (Pyotr Afanasyevich Buzuk), Ch. 2 
“What the Soul and Nature Accept” (Yakov Nikitich Afanasyev), Ch. 3 
“Return” (Pavel Yakovlevich Pankevich), Ch. 4 “Disgrace” (Anton 
Vasilyevich Balitsky), Ch. 5 “With Soul and Body” (Isaak Davidovich 
Kharik). Each chapter is provided with bibliographic references, which are 
arranged page by page for the reader’s convenience. At the end of the book, 
there is a general list of references and sources used. The Appendix contains 
the author's publications in the periodical press of the BSSR in 1989–1991, 
recordings of conversations with eyewitnesses and contemporaries of the 
events of the pre-war years, as well as unique documents and materials from 
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the KGB archives of Minsk, Gomel and Vologda, the National Archives of 
the Republic of Belarus, revealing the tragedy of 1937–1938 in the republic, 
which are introduced into scientific circulation for the first time. 

The book is supplied with name and geographic indices, which 
facilitates the search for questions of interest, gives an idea of the diversity 
of collected testimonies of participants in the described events and helps to 
find out where and how exactly this happened. In addition to the 
"Appendix", the reader will find a "Glossary of Terms" and a "Glossary of 
Names" given in the book, clarifying many questions and concepts that may 
be little known to the modern reader. In preparing the text of the book, I 
used the method of combining archival material and oral history, which 
allowed me to link the historical document with the people's memory, and 
show how the historical event was imprinted in the minds of people, 
participants, eyewitnesses and contemporaries of the events of those years. 
Particular attention is paid to the pictorial series – photographs and 
documents that give a visual representation of life in Soviet Belarus in the 
1920s and 1930s. 

In conclusion, I would like to express my deep gratitude to Rina 
Glaubach from Jerusalem, who improved the text of the manuscript, Shaul 
Siman-Tov from Tirat Carmel, who prepared the layout of the book and the 
illustrations, Alexander Litin from Hadera for his help in creating the cover, 
Galina Norkina from Regensburg in Germany for the typesetting of the texts 
of the documents in the book, and finally, my wife Victoria, the first reader 
and critic. 

 
Leonid Smilovitsky 
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Preface 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The acceleration of the construction of socialism at the turn of the 1920s 

and 1930s in Belarus, as well as throughout the country, led to the violation 
of the laws of social development, huge disproportions in the national 
economy, a drop in living standards, and famine. Official propaganda 
explained the economic catastrophe by the aggravation of the class struggle, 
inevitable during the transition from capitalism to communism. People 
dissatisfied with the policies of the Communist Party were accused of 
counterrevolutionary, anti-Soviet, or nationalist activity. According to Josef 
Stalin, "repressions in the area of socialist construction are a necessary 
element of the offensive." Newspapers published materials about the 
intensification of the class struggle and "enemies of the people" engaged in 
sabotage. In July 1934, the United State Political Directorate (OGPU), 
responsible for political investigation, was reorganized into the People's 
Commissariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD), significantly expanding its 
powers. In December 1934, after the murder of Sergey Kirov, which served 
as a formal pretext for unleashing repressions, the USSR Central Executive 
Committee changed the nature of the investigation into crimes against 
Soviet government figures. The hearing was held without the participation 
of a lawyer and prosecutor, the court's decision was not subject to cassation 
appeal or pardon. 

In all cities and towns, towns, villages and hamlets of Belarus, people 
witnessed contradictions and political clashes in the Union and republican 
leadership. The Bolsheviks found "enemies" not only among their 
opponents, but also among their "fellow travelers", in accordance with the 
Stalinist model of socialism. The national factor did not play a decisive role. 
A Jew would inform on a Jew, a Belarusian on a Belarusian, a Pole on a 
Pole, and a Russian on a Russian. When the next campaign of exposing 
"enemies of the people" ended, its perpetrators were made scapegoats. No 
one felt safe; previous merits did not save them. Not participating in what 
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In 1922, during the political amnesty following the end of the civil war, the 
Communist Party of Belarus voluntarily accepted Bundists, Socialist 
Revolutionaries, anarchists, Zionists and members of other parties (15%) 
into its ranks. In the 1930s, prominent Bundist leaders, including              
A.I. Weinstein, M.G. Rafes, M.Ya. Frumkina (Esther), were unjustifiably 
repressed and died. 

One of the most immoral accusations was failure to report relatives 
suspected of disloyalty. The sanctity of family ties was sacrificed to political 
expediency and party strife. A separate group of suspects were individuals 
who made "counterrevolutionary" statements. After the adoption of the All-
Union Constitution in December 1936, people had an illusory hope of 
transitioning to a state governed by the rule of law. However, this did not 
prevent the punitive machine of repression from gaining momentum. The 
courts could not cope with the flow of cases, and the investigation procedure 
remained formal. Justice workers lacked experience and knowledge, but at 
the same time it was necessary to maintain the pace of fulfilling the order to 
find and expose enemies. In early January 1938, the acting People's 
Commissar of Justice of the BSSR V. Mulyarchik reported to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party (bolsheviks) of Belarus that unverified 
and legally unprepared people were being allowed to work in the courts. 
The BSSR judicial staff was not fully staffed; out of the required 200 
people's judges, 74 were missing in the republic, and the overall turnover of 
personnel reached 32% per year. And this is no coincidence: in 1937, 45% 
of judicial officers were fired, and out of 54 judges suspended from work, 
ten themselves found themselves on trial for criminal offenses or alcohol 
abuse. 

For the second half of the thirties in the Soviet Union, the prosecution 
bias was used. Acquittals were considered a manifestation of "softness" and 
sympathy for the enemies of Soviet power. In September 1938, in order to 
speed up the consideration of cases, special troikas were formed at local 
NKVD departments (territories, regions and republics), consisting of the 
first secretary of the regional party committee, the head of the regional 
NKVD department and the prosecutor, who had to complete their work 
within two months. Then the cases were sent to military tribunals, linear and 
regional courts, the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court and the 
Special Conference under the NKVD of the USSR. They conducted 
simplified office work - they only compiled minutes of meetings, in which 
they recorded the decisions taken without evidence of criminal activity of 
the accused. The decisions of special troikas on the first category 
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This allowed people to regain hope for personal safety and release some of 
the joy. On November 17, 1938, the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and the Council of People's Commissars of 
the USSR decided to establish legality in the actions of the security service. 
A closed letter "On distortions in the investigative work of the NKVD" was 
sent to the regions. At the end of 1938, Nikolay Yezhov was replaced as 
People's Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR by the First Rank 
Commissar of State Security Lavrenti Beria, who issued an order "On the 
prohibition of recruiting certain categories of workers of party, soviet, 
economic, professional and public organizations." Beria's order No. 827 of 
December 27, 1938 was marked "top secret" and was accompanied by a 
directive from I.V. Stalin addressed to the first secretaries of the Central 
Committees of national communist parties, territorial committees, regional 
committees, district committees, city committees and district committees of 
the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). 

In December 1938, the People's Commissar of the NKVD of the BSSR 
Berman and his inner circle were arrested for gross violation of socialist 
legality. The materials of the investigative files on former state security 
employees remain inaccessible for analysis to this day. A picture of terrible 
lawlessness is revealed from the testimony included in the accompanying 
documents attached to the rehabilitation cases of 1957-1959. According to 
the testimony of the head of the 3rd department of the NKVD Directorate 
for the Gomel Region, Rovinsky, in 1937 the Central Committee of the All-
Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) determined "limits" – how many 
people must be arrested in a particular place over a certain period of time. 
Assistant to the head of the department of the UGB NKVD of the BSSR 
Sokolov instructed the state security employees on the methods of 
conducting an investigation at an operational meeting: "You must be 
Stakhanovites and not only fulfill the norms for exposing one person per 
day, but give more, so as not to receive state money for nothing." 

Investigators extracted confessions by using physical force, insults, 
humiliation of human dignity, intimidation and threats. Torture chambers 
and punishment cells were set up in NKVD prisons. Particularly recalcitrant 
prisoners were put in the "icebox" – a dark room with a cement floor filled 
with water, where the temperature remained low at any time of the year. In 
1938-1939, the Military Tribunal sentenced some sadistic investigators to 
capital punishment. Ho wever, only the perpetrators were shot, the rest of 
the NKVD workers received ten years in the camps, but were then released 
due to the outbreak of war with Germany. 
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control of the state. The third (1934-1938) affected mid-level managers, the 
intelligentsia, Komsomol, party and Soviet workers. Most of those arrested 
were sentenced under Articles 69 (sabotage), 70 (terror), 72 (counter-
revolutionary agitation) and 76 (counter-revolution) of the Criminal Code of 
the BSSR, which condemned them to terms of 5 to 25 years in prison 
camps. In this regard, the campaign to strengthen labor discipline in 1939–
1941 was not imprinted in the people's memory as a brutal persecution that 
resulted in innocent mass casualties. The war between the Soviet Union and 
Germany that soon began pushed back for a while the understanding of the 
repressions that Nazi propaganda used to expose the Soviet totalitarian 
system. 
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