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.YTHeTEHHbIV Knacc, KOTopblii He cTpe-
MUTCSi K TOMY, 4TO6bl HayuuTbCsi Bfa-
[eTb OpPYXWeM, VMMeTb OpyXue, 3acny-
Xusan 6bl NWWbL TOro, 4YTO6bl C HUM
obpaljannck Kak ¢ pabamu®

JleHunH
(n3g. 4, Tom 23, cTp. 85).

WOEO/IOMMYECKVE OCHOBbI PYCCCKOrO OCBOBOAVTE/LHOIO
(BTACOBCKOTp) [ABV/DKEHA

CoBeTCKMWe napTuiiHble PYyKOBOAWTENM, BCerga CTaBMBLUME CBOK Y3KO MNapTUiiHYIO
[eATeNbHOCTb Bblle HaLWOHaNbHbIX WHTEPECOB rocyfapcTsa, APOCTHO MNbITaiucb W
MblITAOTCA MCKa3UTb CMbICA W CYWHOCTb Pycckoro OcBo6oanMTenbHOro [BuMXKeHus, npefp-
CTaBUTb €ro B CaMOM HENpuUrAfafHOM BWUAe, CcAenaTb UMA ero PYKOBOAMTeNs, reHepa-
na AHfpes AHfgpeeBuuya BnacoBa M pAAOBbIX YYaCTHWKOB 3TOro [BWXEHUS, CUHOHUMOM
M3MeHbl W npepaTenbCcTBa.

BcsAkoe COTPYAHWYECTBO C BparoM CBOeW POAMHBI He MOXET He BbI3biBaTb OCYXAEHUS
Tem 6onee, Korjga pasrosop WAeET O TakOM 3/elilleM W KOBApHOM MNPOTUBHWUKE, KakKum
6blna ruTneposckas [epmaHusa, W, Tem He MeHee, Bnacosckoe [iBuxeHue 6b110 rny60-
KO NaTpMOTWUUYHbLIM, WAEHHbIM, MaccoBbiM, CTUXWIAHLIM W, Npu Tex 06CTOATEeNbCTBax, B
KOTOPbIX OuyyTWnacb Poccus BO BpeMA HanafeHus Ha Hee (AaWWUCTCKUX MNOMYUL, -HEW3-
6EXHbIM .

3axBaTuB B OKTA6pe 1917 roga BnacTb, 60nbleBUCTCKas AUKTaTypa 6e3)XanocTHO
TonTana BCAKOe MNpPOfBAEHWE ONNO3MLMM, He KOoNebnAcb OTNpaBnsfa MUNAUOHBLI NtoAel
Ha nnaxy W B CTpallHble CTafMHCKUe nareps. MHOro pa3 3a BpeMsi KOMMYHMUCTW4YECKO-
ro nuxoneTbs, B OTBeT Ha GecnpaBue W Teppop, KOTOpble YCTaHOBUNW B CTpaHe HO-
Bble BMafblKu, nOAM HauynHanu 6opbby NPOTUB 3TOW AMKTATypbl, HO KaxAbli pa3 nonbiT-
KW 3TN XeCcToKO NOAaBNAAUCb NEHWHCKO-CTANMHCKOW KapaTenbHOW MawmnHoOW. KpecT-
Hblli NyTb COMPOTUBAEHUA 6ONbWEBUCTCKON AUKTaType YCeAH MUAAMOHAMKW TPYMOB.
Bcakoe conpoTuBNeHWe 3TOMY 37y CTaNo Ka3aTbCA abCOMOTHO HEBO3MOXHbIM. TOTanb-
Has crnexka 3a BCeMMW TrpaxjaHaMu CTpaHbl, OFPOMHbIA YeKWCTCKMI annapat, NPOHW3aB-
lMA  CBOMMMW LiynanbliamMn BCe cOBeTCKOoe 06WeCcTBO, (U3NYECKOEe YHUUTOXEHUE He
TONbKO TeX, KTO KakK-TO MNpOABNAN CBOe HEAOBONbCTBO PEXUMOM, HO W MNOTEHLUWaNb-
HbIX MPOTWBHMWKOB, /NOAEN, KOTOpble MNOYEMY-AMGO MOFAM CTaTb OTKPbITBIMA Bparamu
3TOW CaTaHWHCKOW cucTembl. B cBA3M C 3TWM, Korga B uoHe 1941 rojga Hemeukue
Bolicka BTopraumcb B CoBeTckuii Col03, OYeHb MHOrMe NOAM TaM B3JOXHYAW C ob6ner-
yeHnem. He 3Has ewe no-HacToAWEMY CYLWHOCTU (ALIUCTCKOrO pexuma, OHW UCKPEeHHe

Bepunu, 4YTO HemeuKas apMua HeceT WM ocBoboXfeHuWe. Ha ynuuax YKpPamHCKUX W
6enopycckux ropofoB XUTeAM BCTPeYanu HeMmeuKuX congaT uBeTamu, Xne6om u
CONbI0.

OCHOBHOW KOHTMHreHT COBeTCKOW apMuum B TO BpeMs COCTaBAANU T.H. “POBECHUKM
OKTA6pA”, monodble NoAW Ha cebe wcNbITaBLIME BCe YXacbl KOMMYHWCTWYECKOW [AUKTa-
TYpbl: paspyxy W AWKWA HeoOGy3AaHHbIA Teppop B rofbl BOEHHOro KOMMYHM3Ma, Tpa-
reAntio KpecTbAHCTBA C HacUAbCTBEHHON KOMMeKTMBM3aLMeld U packynaynBaHuem,
CTpallHbIW rONO0A Havana TpupuaTblX Fo40B, MacCOBble, HEOOBACHUMble C TOYKW 3peHUs
34paBOro cMmbiCcna, penpeccum TpuALaTb LWeCTbIX -TPUALATb CeAbMbIX FoAoB. PasymeeT-
CA, 4YTO Yy HWX He ObIIO XXenaHus 3awuuiatb PexXuMm, KOTOPbli MPMHEC UM CTONbKO
cTpajgaHuwii. 3a nepBble TpM Mecsua BOWHbI B HEMELKOM MaeHy o0Ka3anocb fABa C MOJO-
BWUHON MWNAMOHA KAaApPOBbIX conjaT W oduuepoB. 3Ha4YWTenbHas 4acTb W3 HUX nepewna
Ha HeMmeLKyl CTOpoHYy pob6poBonbHo. KaBanepuiickmii nonk nonkoBHuka KoHOHOBa ne-
pewesn K HemMuam B MOJSIHOM COCTaBe, B KOHHOM CTpPOl, C Pa3BepHYTbIMW 3HaMeHamW,
noj 3BYKW OpKecTpa, C KOMMNONKa W KOmMuWccapom BO rnase. W 3ToT cnyuyail He 6bin
€MHNYHBIM.

CTanuH cBoMM 6ecyenoBeYHbIM OTHOLIEHMEM K HaCefNeHW caM co3jaBan Bparos. B
1939 roay, B npefBuieHun 60NbWON BOWHbLI, OH M3jaeT 3aKOH, N0 KOTOPOMY BCe
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BOeHHOCHyxauMe KpacHoit apuuu, nonasmMe B NAEH K Bpary, {(BHe 3aBUCUMOCTM OT
OGCTOATENbCTB, NMPU KOTOPHX 3TO MOXET NPOM3IOATHU), aBTOMATHUYECKU NPUYUCAIDTCA K
M3IMEHHUKAM DONMHH W NPUroBaApUBADTCA K CMEDTHON kasHu. Ux Gauxaimme poncTBEHHU-
KM GyAYT CCHIATHCA B OTHANEHHWE DailoHH CuUOUPM. D3TOT yka3 B NPeABOEHHHt mepuon
ONI AOBEdeH IO CBENeHUs BCEero COBETCKOro HaceleHUd, MOITOMy Oaxe Te, KTO OHI
JOAObHO HACTPOEH NO OTHOWEHUD K GOJbHNEBUCTCKOMY DEeXUMy, OKa3laBWMCh B Hayauxe
BOWHN Ha TEePPWUTODPUM 3aHATOW HeMUaMMu, MOHMUMAJW, YTO NYTU AJd BO3IBPAUWEHUS OOMOM
IO HAX HeT.

HeMUH, 3aHMMag COBETCKYD TEPPUTOPUD, MNOJyYadM OLPOMHYD Maccy Jozaei, roro-
BHX COTPYIOHUYaTbC HMMM B 6Opb6e NPOTUB GOoabmEBM3IMAa. OAHAKO, 'UTAEp OHI 3aUH-
TepecoBaH He B ocBofoxneHUM CoBeTckoro Cob3a, a B NMOJHOM nopaGomeHuu Poccum,
npeBpalleHnn ee B CBOD KOJOHMD. COOTBETCBEHHO CTPOMIOCH OOpameHUe HAUUCTOB C
MECTHHM HaceJeHMeM. MaccoBHWe paccTpean, roJjonx, SecnpaBue. COTHM THCAY BOEH-
HOMNJEHHHX yMMUpPaJM B HEMEUKMX Jarepax OT rojoxa M 6oJe3Heit.  HyXHO 3aMeTUTh, YTO
GoeBne, QPOHTOBHWE YacTW BepmaxTa B OOWEM HEMJIOXO OTHOCUJIMUCH K MECTHOMY HaceJje-
HMD. KOMaHOoBaHMEe qacTeit MOHMWMANO HYXAN M NPOGJEMH JAEeid U MO Mepe BO3IMOXHOCTH
cTapajoch pa3pemaTh MX. Penpeccuu M Teppop MJIM CO CTOPOHW recTanoBUeB U nap-
TURHNX damuMCTCkMX rayasiTepoB. MHOrue BHCIME HEeMEUKME DYKOBOAMTEIM (reHepad
denpamapman Bpayxuu, denamapmaa KaeilcT, reHepasam KecTpuHr, leabmux, JIMHOEeMaH,
FeneH, noaxoBHMKU rpad Mrayddeudepr, doH PeHHe, QOoH PuUTrodeH M MHOTMe npyrue)
NOHMMAJIN, 4YTO 32BO€BATh TAKYD OI'POMHYD CTpPaHy, KakK POCCMﬂ, onupasacshs Ha CBOD
TOJNBKO BOEHHYD CMJIY, HEBO3MOXHO. Heo6XoauMO NpuBJEKAaTh B OPraHW MECTHOro ca-
MOyMpaBJeHUd KOPEHHOe HaceJeHue. QAHAKO, KOTAa 3TW DPEKOMEHIAUMM LNOXOAMIMN IO
'MTaepa, OH KaTeropuuecku OTBEpralj MX 3anpewas BCAKOe COTPYyIHUYECTBO C COBET-
CKMMY JIDABMWU. TeM He MeHee, rage BOEHHHNMM KOMEHIAHTaMW OKa3WBaJMCh HEeMeukue
odullepH XOPOmMO MOHWMAabWUE MECTHHE NPOGJeMH, HavaJja 3apoxXnaThcsg HOBAA XWU3Hb,
MOBCEBMECTHO OTKPHBAaJWUCh UEPKBW, CO3LNABAJWCh OPraHN CaMOyNpaBJEHUA, NJA 32MU-
TH OT COBETCKUX AMBEPCAHTOB GOPMMPOBAJMCH HeGOJbmME OTPAAN CAaMOOGOPOHN. Tak,
JeToM 1942 roaza B ropoze CmoleHCK ¢QopMuUpyeTcs DPyCCKMiA HOGPOBOJNBYECKMUIA MOAK
noI KOMaHIOBaHWEM MNOJKOBHMKA Kpomuaau. KoauyecTBO JaAEei ¥Texabmux NMONacTh B
9TOT NOJIK HaMHOI'O MpPEeBHmMAJO €ro mTraTHoe pacnucarme. OOHAKO, J3HAB O CBOEBOJIUM
HeMmelkoit komeHzaTtypa B CMoneHcke, I'mTiaep npuxasmpBaeT 3TO GOPMMPOBAHME HeMen-
JeHHO NpexKpaTuTh. B noceuxke JIOKOTHA, BpAaHCKOit o6sacTv, B pailoHe, rae B OKpecT-
HHX lecax CKPHBAJOCh MHOI'O NMapTU3aH, Co3xaeTcd T.H. 'Pycckuit xomutet" u npu
HeMm dopmupyeTcsa IHoOpoBosbyeckas Opurana. Bckope nocje co3naHua Komurera nap-
TU3AHCKOE ABUXEeHWe B 3TOM palioHe pe3Ko NomiIo Ha yOHJIb; M HE TOJBKO MOTOMY,

YTO MM MemaJa 6puraza. Y Jozaeil, xKOTOpHe CKPHBAJIUCh B Jecax, NOABMIacCh Hanexna,
YTO C mepepnaueil aaMMHMCTPATUBHHX NOJHOMOUMIA KOMMTEeTy OyneT NOJOXEH KOHel Opo-
M3BONYy HeMeUKMX KapaTeJbHHX OPraHOB.

lpoaBUrasach NO COBETCKOI TeppuMTOPMM HeMelkue Boilcka CTaJKMBAAWUCH C COBED-
MEeHHO HEOObICHUMAM SBJEHUEeM. MHOrue coazaTH u oduuepu CoBeTCKOMR apuuy nonazasg
B nneH (MJaM nepexons Ha UX CTOPOHY HOGPOBOJBLHO), NMPOCUIM HEMUEB OCTAaBUTh MX B
CBOMX YacCTAX W OATh UM BO3IMOXHOCTb C OPyXMeM B DPyKax G6OPOThCA MPOTUB Goabme-
BM3IMa. Hepenxo CTaJKMBAACh C TAKWMU JDABMM HEMEUKME OPUUEPH OCTABIAIM UX B
CBOUX MONPa3NeJeHUAX HA PAa3JUYHHNX HE CTDPOEBHX HNOJXHOCTAX -€3NOBHMM, MOBAPaMM,
KIanoBmMMKaAMM U Np. [lenaldoch 3TO TAaKHO OT BHNECTOALMX HAaYalNbHWKOB, HO sBIEHUE
3TO OHJIO MAacCOBHM M NOBCEMECTHHWM. Yepea HEKOTODPOE BpeMd TakKkue NOCPOBOJbUHN
(Hilswillige wam HIWI, kak uMx HaswBaay HeMUW) MOJy4Yaau OpyXUe M 3ayacTyb Ha-
paBHe C HeMlaMy NPUHUMAJM yyacTue B GO€BHX AEHCTBMAX NMPOTUB COBETCKUX BOiCk.
KosnvMyecTBO TaKUX HOGPOBOJBLUEB B COCTaBe HeMEUKO# apMum, HeCMOTps Ha CTpoxait-
mue 3anpeTH 'MTIEpa, yBeAMUMBAJIOCh C KAXLNM OHEM. MMeaucs» DPOTH M 1axe 6aTalbo-
HH MOJHOCTHD c¢opuuposauﬁue U3 npencTaBuTeNeil Pa3NMUHNX HAUMOHANLHOCTER Hace-
aapuux CoBeTckuit COD3, ONHAKO, BCe KOMAaHOHWE NOJXHOCTM B TaKuUX dopMmMpoBaHUaX
3aHUMAJAUCh HEMELUKWUMU owuuepanu. KoauuecTBO Takux OOGpoBoJabUeB B 1943 roay zowm:0
N0 CEeMUCOT THCAY YeJoBeK, B 1944 OO OAHOrO MWUJIJIMOHA. MOpaJbHOE€ COCTOSHUE OJTHUX
moneit GHIO OYEHb HU3IKWM. YHUIUTENbHOE MNOJOXEeHWe COJNnaT BTOPOro copra GOJe3HeH-
HO MepexuBaJoCh GOJbNMHCTBOM M3 HMX. MaA K HEMIAM C BOJIBHNEHHOW UeabD -GOPbOM
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NpoTUB COJUbWEBU3IMA — OHM HEBOJBHO OKA3HWBAJWCh Ha MOJOXEHUM HAEMHUKOB.
Haspesa ocTpasgs HEOOXOAMMOCTH CO3ZaHUs poccuiickoro lleHTpa, KOTOPHH On uMex
YEeTKYD NOJUTUYECKYD NporpaMmy, OHJ HE3aBUCUM OT BMeWNAaTeJbCTBA B €ro paloTy
CO CTOPOHH (PamMCTCKUX rayuifTepoB M, MMes UeJbD CO3NaHME CBOGCONHON, Hes3aBu-
cuMoit Poccuu, MOT OH OOGBLEAMHMTh BCE AHTUGOJNBMEBUCTCKME CUJH Ha 6opb06y NpPOTUB
CTAJMHCKOW THpPaHWM.

B uoJe 1942 r., oxa3aBmMCh B MOJHOM OKDYX€HWMM,B HEMELKMUil MJeH nonaJ KOMaH-
nyouuit 2-i4 ynapHoii apMuu reHepaa JeilTeHaHT AHApe#t AHnpeeBuu BaacoB. Mmsa ero
OHIO mMMPOKO M3BECTHO B COBeTCKOM Cob3e. WMEHHO ero apMus OCeHbD 1941 r.
CHIrpaja pemapumy® podb noX MockBOo# oceHbD 1941 I'., OCTAHOBMB HEMLUEB Ha CeBepo-
-3anafHoOM HamnpaBJleHWM, NOCJHe Yero nepewsida B pemuTelbHOE HaCTyMNJEHME .

Ofwasch B NJIEHY C APyIrMMM reHepajaamMym u oduuepamm ,reHepad BaacoB npuxoamt
K 3aKJDYEeHMD O HEeOOGXOAMMOCTU CO3naHua lleHTpa, KOTOPHHA OGbeIMHMJI OH BCE€ aH-
TUOOIbLMEBUCTCKME CUJIN M BO3TJaBUI 60pPbOy NPOTMB CTauauMHckoll TupaHum. C mpyro#t
CTOPOHH, M CpDenyu HEeMUEeB pacTeT UMCIO TeX, KTO HAaUMHAeT NMOHMMATb, YTO ''BocTouHas
noautuxka" HyXNAaeTCs B CPOYHOM M KOPEHHOW nepecTpolike, XOTA4 WM Ta U Opyras CTO-
POHa MNONXOHAT K 3TOMY BOMPOCY C TOUKM 3IPEeHMa COGCTBEHHHX MHTepecoB. [‘eHepax
BJllacoB HEOOHOKPATHO M BO BCeyCJIHNmAaHMWE 3afgBJIAJ, UYTO Pycckoe OCBOOCOAMTEJNbHOE
[ByxeHWe, ecau OHO 6yOeT CO3NaHO, HMKOI'ZAa HE CTaHET HEeMEUKWM HaeMHMKOM, Uedb
ero -ocpofoxznesve Pocum OT COJbmEBU3MA M CO3NaHWe CBOOGONHOI'O, HE3aBUCHUMOTO
rocyzapcTaa.

HecMOTps Ha APOCTHOE CONPOTMUBJIEHWE Cauxalimero rMTIEPOBCKOIO OKPYXEHUSA
(Keittean, Honnb, PosenSepr u np.) OGCTAHOBKA Ha (QPOHTE NMOHYXZaeT HeMmues mok-
T Ha YCTYINKM B Nneperopopax C reH. BiacoBuM, pa3pemuTh co3naHve [Ira6a u ¢op-
MupoBaHue Pycckoil OcBo6oamuTeanbHO apmum. [[paBma, BCE 3TO HOCUIO MCKIDYMUTEJIBHO
nponaraHaHui# xapakrtep. [poiineT 3HauMTeJdbHOe BpeMs, MNpexne 4YeM B 3TOM OTHOMEHUU
0yayT nponesaHh KOHKPETHHE Wmaru..

Ina pasMmemeHus mraba BaacoBa B Jlaseme, BepiuH, OTBOLATCA CNelyalbHHE MOME-
weHus . Oxolo nepeBHM JladeHzopd, 30 kM OT bepauHa co3naeTcd WMKOJa NponaraHiuc
TOoB POA, HavyalbHMKOM KOTOPOH HaszHayaeTCs yMHHHA, rIyOOKO UHTEJIAMIEHTHHW reHe-
paa ¢eznop MBaroBuY TpyxuH. HauvHaeTcsa noadop xanpoB. PadoTa 3Ta 3aTpPyAHAETCH
TeM, YTO HeMUH He BHNYCKalT M3 Jarepeii BOEHHONJIEHHHNX JoAel, xenawummux NPUMKHYTb
K Pyccxomy OcBoGomuTeabHoMy IBuxeHup (POM). Fopp6a uaeT 3d kaxaoro yeJobexa.
BunacoB ofpawaeTcs K HapoaaM PoccuM C KOPOTKWMM, NPOUYYBCTBEHHHNM BO33BaHUEM.

B deBpye 1943 roza 3TO BO33BaHME M3 TPUHAALATH NYHKTOB CTAaJO WMPOKO HU3IBECTHO
B yacTax KpacHo# apMmu m B COBETCKOM THIy. Ha TeppuTOpMM, 38HATOM HeMuamu oG-
palleHMe reHepaja BiacoBa BH3BaJo ropsuuii aHTysmasm. [logsBuaach Hazexna, 4HTO
BMECTO UYyXe3eMHOI'O BPaxXeCKOIr'o NpaBleHMa GyaeT yCTaHOBJEHa CBO#, HapolaHas
BJAaCTh. JOGPOBOJNBUN, HAXOAMBHMECH B COCTaBe HeMeUxkux vacTeit, psaaucs B POA,
koTopo# daxTHMueckM eme He ONIO. [IS TOrOo, YTOGH ITOT IHTY3Ma3M He OCTHJ,
HEeMUH MpeaJoOXUIM reHepaly BiacoBy NoOCeTUTh HEKOTOPHE PAaHOHN CMOJEHMMHH, Ku-
eBa, Hosropoma u [IckoBa. Ero BOCTOPXEHHO BCTPeYady OrPOMHHE TOJNH JoneH .
Kasaxoch, 4YTO BOHHa BCTynuMia B HOBYD, HeOONYHYD a3y, y Jaone# nossuiach Ha-
nexna Ha CKOpoe OCBOOGOXZEHMe OT GOoJblleBM3Ma M OT HeMueB. ONHAKO, y3HaB O
noeaanxe Baacosa, 'MTiep NpMKa3WBaeT HM B KOEM CIyyae He NONMyCKaTh Bnpenb
NONOGHHX aKuUMif U CBOpauMBaeT Te& MEPONPUATHA, KOTOPHE yXe Hauyady NPOBOAMTLCH.
B 5THMX HeOOHWYaHHO CJIOXHHX ¥ TPYIOHHX yYCJIOBMAX IreH. Biaacop nponoixaeT CBOD ne-
ATEJIbHOCTb M, ONMpPaAfACh Ha CBA3M B HEMEUKMX Kpyrax, O6JaroxejiaTeJbHO HaCTPOEHHNX
k HapoaaMm Poccuu, HacToHuMBO NOGMBaeTCH yAYUHNEHWS MOJOXEHMA COBETCKMX BOEHHO-
NIEHHNX M T.H. "OCTOBCKMX" paGouMx Ha HEMEUKMX NPeANpPUATUSIX. 3Ta ero AedTedb-
HOCTh OYKBaJbHO ClacJa OT IMOEIM MUINMOHH Joaed. MlporoxxaeTcs KPONOTJAMBaf pa-
6oTa no OTOOPYy HYXHHX KazpoB. Jlarepp NaGeHaopd npeBpamaeTcd B MeCTO, rue
KOHLUEHTpMpyeTCca oduuepckuiti pesepp. B HEeM COCTOSJOCH NBEHAAUATH yWYEOHHX BHMyC-
KOB, B KAaXIOM M3 KOTODHX UMCIMIOCH B cpexHeM 350 vedoBek, oSmuit xe cocTas
Jarepsa, Bxapyas oduuepcKkuit pesepB, COCTaBIAX OKOJO 1200 yemdoBeK.

B JarepiX BOEHHONJEHHHX OHJIO MHOI'O XeXabmuX BCTYNUTb B POA, HO HEMUHN HHKOIrQ
He BHNyCKaDT M3-3a NpoBoJOKM. [lponaravaucTH POA, npueaxas B ITU Jareps, BH-
HYXZEHH yCNOKauBaTh JDAeH Hazexnamu Ha TO, 4YTO dopMmupoBaHMe POA CKOPO HAYHETCH
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B deBpasne -mapTe 1943 rona B pailoHe XapbkxoBa, 3anopoxbs, [laBmorpana Hem-
uaMy OHIM Da3rpOMIEHH COBeTCKMe uacTu 1-# raapaeiickoit apmmum Kro-3anazxHoro
¢poHTa M 6-# apumuum BopoHexckoro ¢dpoHTa. B [IHENponeTPOBCKOM Jarepe BoeHHONueH-
HHX OHJO COOpaHO OKoJO 800 coBeTCkMX oduuepoB. Bce OHM CIWmAaM O reHepage
BracoBse eme Ha COBETCKOIl cTOpoHe. B Jarepe OHM NpoABIAAJIM K POA oyeHp ropsaumit
MHTEpeC, He 3Hag, UTO Huxaxo# BaacoBckoit apumy noka eme HeTr. Joau TaliHo co-
OMpaanch, Oo6CyXNamy NOJOXEHME, OYEeHb MHOI'ME XOTelV BCTYNWUTh B 3Ty APMMD
no6poBoJablaMu. Cpeny HMX OBa KOMaGHAMpPA NMBU3IUA, HECKOJBKO KOMAHAMPOB NOJKOB
M opyrve crapmme HavaJdbHMKK. Bce OHM OHIM BeTepaHaMy BKYCHMBEMMM CIaZOCTh MO-
6enn non CTAalIMHIPAaIOM, C MHOIOYMCJIEHHHMM ODIEHaMM ¥ MeNalaMW Ha rpyau. U3
800 BOEHHOMJEHHHNX NOGPOBOJNBHO, 6€3 BCAKMX NOCYXAEeHMH, noxeraau BCTYNUTh B
POA 740 uexmoBex. BnocaeacTBMM, TOJBKO BOCEMb YEJOBEK U3 I3TOH MacCH CMOTrau
nonacTh k BracoBy, OCTANbHHX HEMUH He BHNYCTHUIM M3 Jareps OO KOHUA BOMHH.

OHTy3Ma3M, BH3BaHHWHA BHCTynIeHMeM BracoBa, K COXaJEeHUD NPaKTUYECKOro Npu-
MEeHEeHUA He HaXOAUT. [IOHAaZOOGMAMCH COKPYWNMTEJNbHHH pa3rpoM HeMueB Ha Bcex (poH-
Tax M BHcazxa COD3IHMKOB B HOpMaHAMM, nNpexne YeM HeMelkue BIacCTU PemMIMChH
npeaocTaBUTh BracoBy HEeKOTOpPHE NOJHOMOUMA. Co3zaeTcs KomuTreT OCBOGOXAEHUS
Haponos Poccum (KOHP), B cocTaB KOTOPOro BXONAT Haubolnee BUIHHWE BOEHHHE W
NMOJIUTUUYECKNE AEeSATeJU, NPEeACTaBATEAM Pa3AMYHHX HAUMOHAABHOCTEH HaceaapmUxX
CoBeTckuit Cop3, HAyuHAS M TEXHUYECKAd MHTEIAWreHUMH .

14 HOAOpa 1944 rona Ha pacmMpeHHOM 3acezeHun KOHPa B [Ipare npuHMMaeTcs
T.H. "Mpaxckuit Manndect", nneonoruvyeckas naardopma Pyccxoro OCBOGOAMTEILHOIO
IOBuxeHusa. [lo cBoeMy comepxaHup I3TOT MaHudeCcT ABMIACA nepBoit noamrtuueckoit
nporpammoit, paspa6oTaBmefi rocyaapcTBeHHOe ycTpoiicTBo Gyayuwe#t cBoGonmO# Poc-
cun. B ManubecTe noauepxkusamoch, YyTo KOHP npuHMmaeTr nomomp ['epmaHuu "Ha yc-
JOBMAX He 3IaTParnBabDLMX YECTh U HE3aBUCMOCTh Hameit Ponuuu".

Yepe3 HECKOJBKO OHei mocye onyOavkoBaHua MaHudpecTa, B MDHIMHIEHe, NOX
MryTrapToM, HauuMHaeT ¢dopMupoBaThCsa 1-si OMBU3UA POA, B cocTaBe KOTOpPO# HeT
HU OOHOr'o Hemelukoro oduuepa. BEcTh O co3nBe KOHP v Havaxe dopmuposanus POA
OHCTPO oOf6JeTeJa pyCcCkue NOGPOBOJBYECKME UYAaCTU MU Jareps BOEHHOMJEHHHWX, BHOCH
B nymu Joznei#l HeoOwualHu{i noasem. B mrale reHepaja Biacopa CcoOGMpaeTCs OKOJO
NATH MUIJMOHOB 3afgBIEHMH OT Jmozeil, xesabumx BCTynUTh B POA. OnHako, NOMOJHEHUE
ON8 NEepBHX AOBYX AMBM3UI NMoCTynaeT MCKJIDYUTEABHO 3a CYeT NOGPOBOJBLEB, KOTOpHE
yXe HaxoAATCH B COCTapBe HeMeUkuX uvacTel. U3 Jarepeil BOEHHONJEHHHX MONPEXHEMY
HUKOI'O He BHIYCKaDT.

Koanno ¢poHTOB , OXBaTHMBOUX 'epMaHMb, CXUMaeTCd BCe CUJbHee. ApMUM CODIHWUKOB
GHCTPO NPOABUranTCA Bnepexn. [[afeHWs TUTIEPOBCKOro Paiixa MOXHO OHJO OXMOATh
B TeueHMe OauxalmuMx mecslueB, HO, Te€M He MEeHee, KOJUYeCTBO ANOCPOBOJbUEB, PBY-
myuxcs B POA He yMEHbLMAJOCH.

B deBpase 1945 roaza dopmmpoBaHue M o6yuyeHue 1-i anBM3MM POA GHIO 3aKOHYEHO.
16 deBpasas B MOH3MHI'eHe B TOPXeCTBEHHOI o6CTaHOBKe, reHepaln KeCcTpDMHI OT MMe-
HU HEMEeLKOr'o KOMaHIOBaHWA MNepenat 3Ty AUBU3IMD reHepaay BiacoBy. AHzpe#t AHape-
eBUY GOpMaNILHO BCTYNUI B KOManAoBaHue POA, XOTs ApPyrue CoenuHeHus (2-1 Au-
BM3UA reHepaja 3BepeBa, Opuraza NOJKOBHMKA KoHAW ¥ Op.) Haxoouauchr ewe B
npounecce GOPMUPOBAHUA .

B Hayaxe mapTra 1945 r. reH. BjacoB BHHYXNEH OHJ JAOBIETS®BOPUTbL TpeOOBaHUe
HEeMUeB: NMPOBEPUTh 60ECNOCOGHOCTH 1-# OMBU3UM Ha BOCTOUHOR QpOHTE ZO TOro, Kak
6yneT 3aKkOHYeHO GOPMMPOBAHME APYTMX COeAVHEeHW!. PaHbme TOBOPHUIOCH O TOM, YTO
yacT POA 6ynyT ZeilcTBOBaTh TOJNbBKO obmell maccoit, B cocTaBe HECKONbKMX KpPyN-
HHX O6benVHEeHWU .

B HOYb Ha 8 MapTa 1-1 AMBU3UA BHCTyNMJIA Ha BocTOuHwi ¢poHT. Mo nyTu ciemo-
BaHusg K Onepy, rae B TO BDeMs NpPoxXonuia QOPOHT, K YaCTAM AMBU3IUM MPUMHKAJWA T.H.
"octoBckue” paGoume, BOEHHOMJEHHHWE M OD. M3 MDH3MHTeHa AMBU3UA BHCTyNUIA
wMmes 12 000 yeJyoBek. B JiuGepose, Hemaleko oT KorGyca npu noacuyete OCGHApPyXu-
JOCh, WYTO JMYHHHA cocTap AMBM3MKM 3a NecATh NHe# yBeanumacs no 25 000 ueyoBeK.

[Ip¥6HB Ha OGPOHT, IMBM3UA NOJy4YMIa O6O€BYD 3anauyy: COUTh COBETCKOE NpeaMOCTHOe
yKpenJaeHve Ha M3JyumHe Omepa. Hazexau Ha ycnex 3nech PaKTUUYECKM HEe OHJO.
HeMUN NpenoCTaBMIM BJACOBCKMM YacCTHAM NeJaTh TO, Yero camu npu 6ojyee OJjaron-
PUATHHX OGCTOATENbCTBAX BHIOJHUTHL HE MOrau. TeMm He MeHee, HECMOTDPA Ha
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a6CoInTHO Ce3HANeXHYD CUTyanup, NOJAKM 1-# nMBM3MM Beau cebs OYEeHb HOCTOMHHO.
HMKTO M3 comzaT He nepemedl HA COBETCKYD CTOPOHY, OHJIM 3aXBayeHH COBETCKUe
NIeHHNe . B TO Xe BpeMs, CeBepHee pacnoloxeHus 1-# maumBuamu POA, ycnemHo neli-
CTBOBala rpynna noaxoBHuMka Caxapopa. [lepefins avHup GpOHTA, MOABL3IYACH COBETCKM-
MU TpodeHHNMM TaHKaM¥, OHa NPOHMKIA B COBETCKMIl THI, pa3rpoMuia HEeCKOJIbKO
ONOPHHX NYHKTOB, 3axsaTuia 6oabmue Tpodewu.

KomaHaMp 1-# nuMBM3amu reHepal ByHSUYEHKO, He MMes HWKakoli noanepxku oT coce-
neit, BHBeX IMBM3MD M3 6O4 M NMOBEI €€ Ha COeNMHEeHMEe C NPYyrMMM yacTamu POA B
YexocaoBakup. KoHen BO#HH 3acTaa Goabmyd YacTb mTaGoB M yactelh POA MMeHHO
TaM. B Havame mas NMECTa MX DPacCHoJOXEHMA OHIM OKPYXEHH KDYMHHMM COenUHEeHUAMU
TaHKOBO# apmuyu resepada PHOaJKO, CPOYHO NepeCPOMEHHNMM B 3TOT paloH naa npoee-
IeHUa 3TOi omepauuu u3 non bepauHa.

Pa3po3HEHHHE, NJIOXO BOOPYXEeHHHe OTPAAN POA cTaau Jerxoil no6wueil cneumaybHHX
CoBeTCKMX vacTeil. 'eHepan BuacoB OWJ 3axBayeH aMeépMKaHLUAMM M BCKODE BHIAH WUMU
COBETCKOMY KOMAHIOBaHMD .

YacTu POA, oxasaBmmMecs Ha TEPPUTOPUM 3IAHATON 3anadHHMM COD3IHMKAMM, OHIM Ham-
PaBIEHH B TUATEXbHO OXPaHAEeMHe Jareps, MNocje Yero HaCUIbCBEHHO BHAAHH COBET-
CKMM opraHaMm 6e3onacHoOCTM. B uyacTHOCTM, B 1946 roay u3 Jareps laatauur, Basa-
pYs, aMepuMKaHlUamy OHJIO BHIOAHO OKOJO YeTHpeX THCAY UYeJOBEeK. MHOrve coanaTH U
odbuuepn POA, B npouecce aTo#t xecTokoi#l M BapBapckoff onepaluy NOKOHUMIM XM3IHDb
camoyOuiicTeoMm. Tak 3amazHas NeMOKpPaTUf JCIYXIMBO Nepenaxa CTaauHy aoaneit, kxo-
TOpHE DemMIMCh Ha 6OphGy C BeauMyalmmm 3JOM MMpPa M MOrJM OH OHTbh CaMHMW Bep-
HHMW COD3HMKaMM 3amnazna.

Boabmas 4yacThb Te€X, KTO yyaBcTBoBaJ B PO, OHJM pacCTpPedsHH M 3aMyye@HH B
COBETCKMX Jarepsx. 2-ro aBrycrta 1946 roza nocle HeueJOBEYECKWX NHTOK, reHepax
BnacoB M ero CopaTHMKM OHJM Ka3HEeHHM B MockBe. Tax Tparuvyecky 3aKOHYMJIACH
6JaroponHas MNOMNHTKa OCBOGOXAEHUs PoccUM OT KOMMYHMCTMUYECKOro pabcTBa.

Pycckoe OCBOGONNTEJNbHOE [IBUXEHMEBO3IHMKJIO M Pa3BUBAJOCh NMPU MUCKJIDUUTEJILHO
HeOJaronpUATHHX OOGCTOATEAbCTBAX. HeBOJUBHHM MapTHepoM 3TOro [IBMXEHMUS OKa3aauch
CUJN, BUHOBHHE BO MHOT'MX KPOBABHX 3JOXesHUAX. OnHaKo, 4eCTHHI u GecnpucTpacT-
HH} aHaaua coOHTUH Toro BpPEeMEeHM MNOKa3HBaeT, 4YTO CBATas, BO3IBHMEHHasn Muccus
POl -ocBOGOXNEHME PONMHN OT GOJbMEBM3IMa -OCTalach HE3aNATHAHON. XeDTBEHHHE
NMOABUCM YJYACTHUKOB [[BMXEHWs HE OCTaBJIADT COMHEHMA B TOM, YTO TAXeJHe NOoTepu,
NOHECEHHEe MMM B XOJe BHMNOJHEHMa cBoeli 6iaropoaHoil, npaBoif Muccum He nponana
IapoM, OHW HaBcerza OCTaHYTCA B cepauax MNOTOMKOB, KOTOPHM AOPOr'M MHTEpeCH
Poccum

Oduuep lepaabpHoro mraGa CoBeTCKOR apMuy BuxTop CyBOpPOB,HaXOAfACh B CIyXeGHOMR
KOMaHOMPOBKE Ha 3amaze MONPOCMJ MNOJUTUYEeCkoe yOexuue. [[03Xe OH Hamucalg KHUTY
"BryTpy CoBeTCKO# apumumn", KoTopas OHJA M3ZaHA HA MHOIMX A3HKAX MMpa.

Yemosek poauBmmiica nocae 2-ii MMpoBOii BOWHH Ha TUTYJIBHOM JUCTE ITON KHUIM
numeT, 4YTO NQBALaeT ee AHIApeD AHIApeeBu4yy BaacoBy. O3TO ABAAETCA Jy4yllMM CBU-
nIeTedbCBOM TOr'o, 4YTO M B camoM CoBeTckoM Com3e, MMa reHepaya Biacosa ocTraercs
CHMBOJIOM OCBOGOIMTEJNbHOIH GOPbOH NPOTHB KOMMYHM3Ma .

DT MI0IM, NepeXHBLIME Ha CBOeH LUKype 24 rona KOMMYy-
HHCTHYCCKOTO CYacTbs, y>Ke B 1941-M 3Hanu TO, yero He 3Han
cule HHKTO B MHpe: 4YTO Ha BCeil MiuaHeTe M BO BCEH HCTOPHH
11e 6b1;10 pexXuma 6Gonee 3noro, KpPOBaBOro U BMECTE C TEM 6o-
Jiee  YKaBO-H3BOPOTIHBOrO, 4eM GONbUICBHCTCKHH, CaMOHa3-
BaBLUHIICA ,,COBCTCKHM". Yto HH no YHCNY 3aMy4YEeHHBIX, HH NO
BKOPEHUYHBOCTH Ha NONTOTY JIET, HH M0 NalbHOCTH 3aMbICIa, HH
CKBO3HOH YHHPHUHPOBAHHOH TOTAIMTAPHOCTBHIO HE MOXeT
CPaBHMTbCS C HHM HHKAKOM ApYrod 3eMHOH peXXHM, HH Naxe
y4YeHHYeCcKHil THTIEPOBCKHIi, K TOMY BpEeMEHH 3aTMHMBLIMi 3a-
naay BCe rnasa. H Bor — npuuuia nopa, opyxme’ naBaJioChb
JTHM 11018M B PYKH — M HEYXXEIH OHH JOJKHBI ObUIH CMH-
pHThL cedf, 1aTh OOIbLIEBH3MY MEPECXKHTL CBOH CMEpPTENbLHBIH
YaC, CHOBA YKPCMNHTbCA B KCCTOKOM YTHECTCHHH — H TOJBKO
TOrga HauHHaTh C HUM GOpBOY (M NMOCErofHA He HAYaTyIo NMOYTH
nurae B Mupe)? Her, ectecTBeHHO ObINO MOBTOPUTL MPHEM ca-
Mmoro GonblueBH3Ma: Kak OH caM BrpbI3Csi B T€JIO POCCHH, ocnab-
sienHoe [lepBoit MMpOBO# BOHHOM, Tak M GHTb ero B MoaOGHBI
K€ MOMEHT BO Bropoii.



IBEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE RUSSIAN
LIBERATION (VLRSOD) MBDEMENT

“The opressed class which does not
strive to acquire weapons and use
them would deserve to be treated

as slaves" (U.1. Lenin, Collected Works,
4-th edition, Vol. 23, p.85)

Soviet party leaders who always put their narrow-minded activities above the
interests of the Nation. have been rabidly trying to falsify the essence and meaning of
the Russian Liberation Movement (RLM) to present it in the most repulsive light. to
make the names of its leader General Andrey Andreevich Vlasov and ordinary
participants of the movement synonymous with treason and betrayal

Any collaboration with the enemy of one's Motherland cannot but evoke
condemnation especially when we talk about such perfidious and
fiendish enemy as Nazi Germany. Nevertheless. the Vlasov movement was profoundly
patriotic. massive. spontaneous and. in view of the situation Russia found itself when
attacked by the Nazi hordes. inevitable.

After having usurped power in October 1917 the Bolshevik dictatorship
mercilessly stamped out all manifestations of opposition and had no compunction in
sending millions of people to the scaffold and Stalinist extermination camps Many
times during the Communist strife. in response to lawlessness and terror established in
the country by the new despots. people rose up in arms against this dictatorship but
every time such attempts were cruelly crushed by the punitive organs created by
Lenin and Stalin. The via Dolorosa of the anti-Communist resistance was strewn with
millions of corpses. All resistance to this evil seemed futile because of total
surveillance of all citizens. huge Cheka apparatus penetrating the whole Soviet society
with its tentacles, physical elimination not only of those who in any way manifested
their dissatisfaction with the regime but also of all potential opponents who could
become open enemies of this demoniacal system.

When in June 1941 German forces invaded the Soviet Union a great majority of
people breathed easier. Not yet knowing the true nature of the Nazi regime they
sincerely believed that German soldiers brought them freedom The inhabitants of
Ukrainian and Belorussian towns welcomed the advancing German units with flowers
and general hospitality and goodwill

The major contingent of the Red Army at that time consisted of the so-called
“contemporaries of the October”. the young people who bore the brunt of the horrors
perpetrated by the Communist dictatorship: economic chaos. wild and unbridled terror
during the years of war Communism. the tragedy of enforced collectivization
horrendous hunger. and massive purges of 1936-1937 unexplainable by common sense.
Understandably. they had no desire to defend the regime which caused them so much
suffering.

During the first three months of war over two and half million men found
themselves in German prisoner of war camps. The majority of them went over to the
Germans voluntarily. The cavalry regiment of colonel Kononov went over to the
Germans with its full complement of men including the Commanding officer and
regimental commissar with the band playing. This was not an isolated instance.
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Stalin created his own enemies by his inhuman treatment of the population In
1939 anticipating the great war he had promulgated a law under which all captured
Red Army personnel (irrespective of the situation)
were to be automatically condemned as traitors to the Motherland and given death
penalty Their tmmediate relatives were W be exiled to distant parts of Siberia This
law had been published before the war and as a consequence even those who were
loyal to the Bolshevik regime but had the misfortune W remain behind in the German
occupied territories understood that for them there was no way back

Having occupied large areas of the Soviet U'nion the Germans found great
masses of people willing to cooperate with them in their struggle against Bolshevism
Unfortunately Hitler had no interest in liberating the Soviet Union but wanted
subjugate Russia completely with the intention of turning it into his colony The Nazis
meeted out their treatment to the local populace accordingly - there were mass
executions. hunger. arbitrary rule Hundreds of thousands of POWs were dying of
hunger and desease in German POW camps One must say in all fairness that combat
troops of the Werhmacht treated the locals reasonably well Their commanding
officers understood people's needs and problems and tried to resolve them within the
range of their possibilities The repression and terror was initiated by the Gestapo and
Nazi party gauleiters Many officers of the High Command (General Field Marshal
Brauchitcsch, Field Marshal Kleist. Generals Kostring, Helmich. Lindeman. Gehlen
Colonels count Staufenberg, von Renne. von Rithofen and others) could see that to
conquer a huge country like Russia strictly by military means was impossible It was
necessary to establish a local self-government for the native population However.
when recommendations of this nature reached Hitler's desk he categorically denied
them, forbidding any cooperation with Soviet people Nevertheless, under military
administration of some German officers who well understood local problems a new life
began to develop- the churches were opened. local self-government established. small
self-defense units formed to fight Soviet guerrillas. For example Colonel Kromiadi
formed a Russian volunteer regiment in Smolensk. The number of men ready to sign
up far exceeded the regimental table of organization However. having been informed
of the unapproved initiatives of the Smolensk military administration. Hitler ordered
an immediate stop to any such activities. A "Russian Committee” was constituted in the
village of Lokotnia, Briansk region. and a volunteer brigade attached to it - and this in
a heavily forested area providing protection to many guerrillas Soon after the
creation of the Committee the guerrilla movement in the area was drastically reduced -
and not only because of the brigade's presence. The men who were hiding in the woods
had gained hope that with the transfer of administrative power to the Committee the
arbitrariness of the German punitive organs would be curtailed

Advancing German troops had encountered an inexplicable phenomenon many
Red Army officers and men who were either captured or who defected voluntarily kept
asking the Germans to incorporate them into German units in order to continue armed
struggle against Bolshevism. German officers often let them stay with German units in
various non-combatant positions such as drivers, cooks, storemen, etc. This action was
frequently taken without the approval of their superiors but was practiced on a mass
scale everywhere. Later those volunteers (Hilswillige of HIWI as they were called by
the Germans) would be issued firearms and would generally fight alongside the
Germans against Soviet troops. The numbers of such volunteers in the German army
were increasing day by day in spite of Hitler's strict prohibitions There were
companies and even whole battalions fully complemented with the representatives of
various nationalities of the Soviet Union but the commanding officers were Germans
In 1943 their numbers had reached 700,000, in 1944 - one million. Among those men
the morale was extremely low The demeaning status of second class soldiers was
painfully sensitive. Having joined the Germans with a lofty aim of fighting Bolshevism
they reluctaatly found themselves in the role of mercenaries. There was a pressing
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need to organize a Russian Center which would formulate a well defined political
program, would be independent of interference from Nazi gauleiters and, having as its
aim the revival of free and independent Russia, could unite all anti-Bolshevik forces in
the struggle against Stalinist tyranny

In July 1942 the Germans took prisoner the commanding officer of the 2-nd
Assault Army Leutenant-General Andrey Andreevich Vlasov. whose army had been
totally encircled His name was well known in the Soviet Union. It was his army that
had played a crucial role in the defense of Moscow in 1941. It had stopped the Germans
attacking from the North-West, regained initiative and launched a resolute
counteroffensive

While in captivity together with other generals and officers Vlasov came to a
conclusion about the necessity of creating a Center which would rally and lead all anti-
Bolshevik forces in their struggle against Stalinist tyranny. On the other hand, the
number of Germans convinced that their "Eastern policy” needed immediate and
fundamental revisions had been steadily increasing, although both sides were
approaching the problem with their own interests in mind. General Vlasov repeatedly
and openly stated that the Russian Liberation Movement (RLM), if it could be created,
would never become subservient to the Germans. Its aim was to be the liberation of
Russia from the Bolshevik yoke and the creation of a free and independent state

In spite of rabid opposition from Hitler's closest advisors (Keitel, Jodl.
Rosenberg. at al) the situation at the front forced the Germans to look for a compromise
in their dealings with General Vlasov. to permit the formation of headquarters staff
and the Russian Liberation Army (RLA) It is true that all this was initially done
exclusively for propaganda purposes and a lot of time passed before any concrete steps
were taken

General Vlasov and his staff were assigned quarters in Dahlem (Berlin) A
school for RLA propagandists was opened near the village of Dabendorf within 30 km
from Berlin and General Fedor Ivanovich Trukhin, an extremely able and intelligent
man, was put in charge The selection of cadres began. The work was complicated by
the fact that the Germans had not been releasing any POW wishing to join the RLM
One had to fight for every man

Soon General Vlasov addressed a short and emotional appeal to the peoples of the
Soviet Union In February 1943 this thirteen point proclamation became widely known
in the Red Army and the Soviet rear In the German occupied territories the Viasov
proclamation evoked fervent enthusiasm. There was hope that the rule of the foreign
enemy would be replaced by national authorities responsive to people’'s wishes
Russian volunteers in German units swarmed to join the RLA which in fact had not yet
been created In order not to dampen this enthusiasm the Germans suggested that
General Vlasov visit some areas of Smolensk, Kiev, Novgorod. and Pskov regions Huge
crowds welcomed him enthusiastically It seemed that the war entered a new and
unusual phase People regained hope to rid themselves of both Germans and
Bolsheviks However. having found out about Vlasov's trip, Hitler ordered that under
no circumstances such actions should be repeated and other anticipated trips had to be
cancelled. In this extremely complex and difficult situation General Vlasov continued
his activities and with the support from German circles well disposed towards Russia
spared no effort to improve the lot of Soviet POWs and the so called "Eastern workers” in
German factories. His efforts spared the lives of millions of people

The meticulous work in the selection of needed cadres continued Camp
Dabendorf became the focal point for training officer reserves. The school graduated
twelve classes of 350 men each on the average. The number of officers and reserves in
the camp was over 1.200 men POWs desired to join the RLA in overwhelming numbers
but the Germans would not let anyone out. When visiting the POW camps the RLA
propagandists had to assure men that the formation of the RLA would soon begin.



In February - March 1943 the Germans routed the 1-st Guard's army of the
South-Western Front and the 6th army of the Voronezh Front on the Kharkov -
Zaporozhye - Paviograd direction. 800 Soviet officers were interned in the POW camp
in Dnepropetrovsk. All of them heard about General Viasov while still on the Soviet
side. All of them showed great interest in the RLA not yet knowing that there was no
RLA They gathered covertly, discussed the situation. and many wanted to enlist with
Vlasov as volunteers. Among them there were two divisional commanders, several
regimental commanders. and other senior officers - all of them highly decorated and
veterans of Stalingrad. Out of 800 captured officers 740 wished to join Vlasov's army
voluntarily. without any coersion. Later only eight men made it - the others were kept
behind the barbed wire till the end of the war.

Unfortunately the enthusiasm generated by Vlasov's address did not find any
practical application. Only German debacles on all fronts and the Allied landing in
Normandy forced German authorities to grant General Vlasov some freedom of action
A Committee for the Liberation of the Peoples of Russia (CLPR) was created. It included
the representatives of all nationalities of the Soviet Union. prominent military and
political leaders as well as scientific and technical intelligensia On 14 November 1944
in Prague the expanded conference of CLPR adopted the ideological platform of the
RLM - the so called "Prague Manifesto” This Manifesto became the blueprint for the
political structure of a free Russia of the future The Manifesto pointed out that the
CLPR would accept German assistance only “on conditions that do not infringe on the
honor and independence of our Motherland” Several days after the publication of the
Manifesto the 1-st division of the RLA without a single German officer was formed from
the POWs in Munzingen near Stuttgart The news about the CLPR and the RLA quickly
reached Russian volunteer units and POW camps and moved them to great fervor
General Vlasov's staff received around 5000000 applications to enlist in the RLA
However, the initial complement of the first two divisions came exclusively from the
volunteers who had already been serving with German units As before. no POWs were
released.

The iron ring of fronts was relentlessly tightening around Germany and the
Allied armies were rapidly advancing The fall of the German Reich could be expected
within months but the number of volunteers desiring to join the RLA was not
decreasing. In February the organization and training of the 1-st RLA division was
completed On 16 February at Munzingen in a solemn ceremony General Kostring
transferred the division to General Vlasov's command Andrey Andreevich officially
took over the command of the RLA although other units (2-nd division of Colonel
Zverev, brigade of Colonel Koyda and others) were still in the process of refitting

In March 1945 General Viasov was forced by the Germans to prove the
effectiveness of the I-st division on the Eastern Front before continuing with his
recruitment program although it had been previously agreed that the RLA would be
deployed only in large formations

On the night of March 8 the 1-st division departed for the Eastern Front Along
the way to the Oder where the front line ran at the time the division was joined by
many “eastern” workers and POWs At the starting point of the march from Munzingen
the division had 12500 men. In Liberoz near Kotbus after a roll call it was found that
the ranks swelled to 25,000 men. Upon its arrival to the front the division was assigned
the task of demolishing the bridgehead at a river bend of Oder Realistically there were
no chances of success The Germans let Vlasov's troops do whatever they could not do
themselves under more favorable circumstances Nevertheless. in spite of a hopelessly
desperate situation, regiments of the 1-st division fought with distinction No soldiers
deserted to the Soviet side, some Red Army men were laken prisoners Simultaneously
the units of Colonel Sakharov fought valiantly to the North of the 1-st division Having
crossed the river those units using captured Soviet tanks penetrated deep into Soviet
rear, overran several strong points and captured large stores



The commanding officer of the 1-st RLA division General Bunyachenko.
receiving no support on his flanks. ordered his division to withdraw from action and in
order to link with the rest of the RLA marched it to Czechoslovakia The end of the war
caught the majority of the RLA staffs and units there

In May 1945 the areas of their deployment were surrounded by large tank
formations of General Rybalko's army which had been transferred from Berlin
especially for this operation Disorganized. badly armed RLA units fell an easy prey w
Soviet special forces General Vlasov was captured by the Americans and soon after
handed over to the Soviet High Command. On territories occupied by the Allies the RLA
units were rounded up. interned in closely guarded camps and later forcibly handed
over o the Soviet security forces For example, in 1946 the Americans repatriated over
4.000 men just from Platling camp in Bavaria During this cruel and barbaric operation
many RLA officers and men ended their lives by committing suicide Thus Western
democracies obligingly handed over to Stalin the people who could have been their
most loval allies Most RLA members were either shot or tortured to death in Soviet
concentration camps On August 2 1946 after savage tortures. General Vlasov and his
comrades at arms were executed in Moscow Such was the tragic end of the noble
attempt at ridding Russia of Communist enslavement

The Russian Liberation Movement originated and expanded under most
formidable circumstances The powers responsible for great atrocities became
involuntary partners in this movement Nevertheless. an honest dispassionate
analysis of events of the period clearly shows that the sacred and lofty mission of the
Russian Liberation Movement - the liberation of the Motherland from Bolshevism -
remains unblemished The sacrifices sustained by its participants leave no doubt that
the heavy defeats suffered by them have not been in vain Posterity which holds the
interests of Russia close at heart will venerate their supreme sucrifice

Soviet Army General Staff Officer Victor Suvorov, who received political asylum
while on a trip to the West wrote a book “Inside the Soviet Army” later published in
several languages Suvorov. who was born after World War II, dedicated his book
Andrey Andreevich Vlasov This attests to the fact that in the Soviet Union the name of
General Vlasov continues to be the symbol of the liberation struggle against
Communism

“Those people who on their own hides had experienced 24 years of Communist
bliss already knew in 1941 what the rest of the world did not know that on this planet
and in its entire history there was no regime more evil bloody and at the same time
more craftily elusive than the Bolshevist regime which proclaimed itself the “Soviet”
(councilar) That neither by the myriad of those tortured to death nor by the
entrenchment as to the duration in time nor by long range planning. nor by the
thoroughly unified totalitarism no other regime on earth can be compared to it - not
even the kindergarten variety of Hitler's regime which by that time had blinded the
West to everything else And so - the time had come the weapon was being given to
those people - why should they have submitted to humiliation and allowed Bolshevism
to live through its death throes to strengthen its cruel oppression - and only then to
begin the struggle against it (which has yet to start in the world)? It was only natural
to repeat the Bolshevist trick as it gnawed into the body of Russia weakened by WW I to
strike out at it at similar moment during WW II" (A Solzhenitsyn The Gulag
Archipelago Vol 3 p 31)
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