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TpyaHo HaliTH Ha cBeTe MecTO rayue YepHOBCKOro
nocesnka. Pa36pocaBuiuch TPHALATHIO H3OYLIKaMH CBOMMH
y TNOJIOWBBI KPacCHOro rJMHKCTOro 6Gyrpa BRoAbL GeperoB
peuyllKH, NepecbixaBlliei JeTOM, NMOCENOK CMOTpes NPSMO
Ha HeOO'BATHYIO KHPIH3CKYIO CTeNb, JXKEJATYIO JEeTOM, SIPKO-
6eaylo 3umo#, Bceraa nyctbhiHHylo. [lo Helt M cTo BepcT
MOXHO 6bLIO MPOCKaKaTh, He BCTPETHB HHKAKOIO XKHTEJb-
CTBa, KpOMe KHMPru3CKMX KHMOMTOK. 3a KpacHbIM xe Oyr-
POM, B XOJMHCTOH MECTHOCTH, TAHYyBlIeHcs KO 3ejeHO-
cTpyitHoro Ypana, He GbJIO CTaHHMUbI WIH MoOcejka OaHxe
COpOKa BepcT. ITOH-TO OTAAJNEHHOCTBIO H OOBACHANOCH TO
CTpaHHOe OOCTOSITENbCTBO, YTO B MOCeJKEe C TPHALATHIO
ABOpaMH Obiia co6cTBeHHas 1epkoBb. CoopyxeHa OHa
6bl1a monpocTy: K 6oJbiioit u3be, MOCTaBJIEHHOR Y NOrocTa,
NPUCNOCOGH/H KPOLIEYHYIO KOJIOKOJBHIO, TIOBECH/H Ha KOJO-
KOJILHIO HrpYLIeyHblif KOJOKOJI.

M monab1 TOHEHbKHIT 3BOH Ha MpPOCTOp cTenefl.

OnaHako jp0aro He YJRaBaJdoChb 3aMaHMTbh ClOAA CBS-
IleHHHKAa WIM Jaxce 3axyAajoro ncaiomuiuka. Ecau xe
NCAJIOMIIAKM M3PEJKA MOSIBJIS/IMCh, TPUXOAS TMeEUIKOM, C
KOTOMKOH 3a mJieyaMi, rojIofHble M 3Jble, C YKa30OM KOH-
CHCTOPMH B KapMaHe, TO TOJKY OT HMX GbLIO Majo: 4achl
OHM CHYXHWIH MO Npa3iHAKaM, HO Tpe6 HCNpPaBISATb He
morau. C KpecTHHaMM, CBajb6aMH, NMOXOPOHAMH NPHXOAU-
JIOCh TONpeXXHeMy e31UTb 33 COPOK BEepCT M TEPATb MO
HeCKOJIbKO CyTOK. Jla M NMCaJlOMIUHMKH, NPOXKHUB HelelH ABe,
TauHCTBEHHO Hcye3aan. Enuckon Makapuit, npu koTOpoMm
M Obuia paspelleHa K NOCTPOHKe LEepKOBb, MHOI'MM MOJIO-
IbIM CBsileHHHKaM npejjaral mnoexaTb TYAa, XOTb He
HaJo/ro, <«MOTPYAMTBCH BO cCaaBy bBoxuio», Ho, BUAS
HEOXOTy M HCHyr HX, 6yAy4H 4eslOBEKOM AOOpbIM M MSAr-
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KHM, He HacTauBal. Korza ke npuexan crporuit Buranmii,
OH MnocJal B YepPHOBCKMH MPHMXOJL MNepBOro e NpPOBHHHB-
werocs cBsiieHHuka. C Tex mop M yTBepAWJach 3a MNpu-
XOAOM CJaBa «CCbUIKM». MHorjaa enuckonm paxe nNpsiMO
npeaaaran:

— B MoHacTbIpb... WIH B YepHOBCKMH mpuxox!

Kaxapiit Mecsly, B YepHOBCKOM MNPHXOAE MEHSJICS
npuyT. TO NpHeAeT CTapeHbKHil CBSILLEHHUK C TPACYLLUMHUCS
pyKaMy, BIOBbiif M HeCHaCTHbI, monbeT Ge3 mpochiny
HeJeJU ABe M yeleT BO-CBOSICM: MaCTb K HOraM enucKona
M NPOCHTbC B JApyroe MecTo. TO $SIBUTCS HOBEHbKHIA,
TOJIbKO-YTO TMOCBSILUEHHbIH Hepel, ellle Majb4HK C BHAY,
B COMPOBOXJIEHMH TAKOH lKe MOJOLEHbKOH MAaTyLIKH,
HayHeT 3aBOJAMTb CTPOrve MOPSAAKH.. a HeleJbKH 4epe3
TPH HM OT MOPSAAKOB, HH OT HEro CaMoro cjieja He OCTa-
Hetca. Caydanocb nmoTom, YTO Mecsiia Mo TPH, OCOGEHHO
JIETOM, He HaXOIWJIOCh HOBOM KepTBbl €MMCKOMNCKOH CTPO-
rOCTH JJISi MOCHIIKM B YEPHOBCKMI NPUXOA, W NMPHUXOJ My-
croBasa. Hano, ogHaKo, 3aMeTHTb, YTO HaceJsiBLIHE MPHUXOJ,
Kasaku ObuIM HapoJj, ALOOPOAYIIHBbIE M K JAYXOBEHCTBY yBa-
JKUTENbHBIA, TOTOBbI ObUIM AEJIUTHCA C MPUYTOM BCEM, 4YeM
TOJMIbKO MOTJIM, HO... KaK BbIPasW/CSl OJAMH CTapbiil AbSKOH,
YXMTPHBIUHMIACSH NPOXKHUTb Ha NMPUXOJAe LEeJNbIX ABa Mecsua:

— Exenn no wkypke co jABopa B3Tb, TPHALATb
IWIKYPOK BbIAJET... a KkaKas MM LieHa?!

Jpyroit IbsiKOH Obl HeCYacTHee 3TOro.

OH npoxHBal B YePHOBCKOM TMOCeJKe Yyxe MNojAroaa
Ge3 BCSAKO# HaleXJbl NMepenpocUTbCS BCKOPOCTH B Apyroe
Mecto. BMmecTe €O CBfillleHHHKOM MpeXHEro npuMxoia OH
6bl1 NOJ CYAOM 3a NOBEHYaHHe JKEHbl OT XMBOrO MyXa:
CBSILLIEHHHKA MPHrOBOPHJM HAa rOj B MOHACTbipb, a AbSi-
KOHy NpPeiJOXWIM OTNPaBUTbCA Ha MNCAJOMILHMIKYIO Ba-
KaHCHI0O B YepHOBCKMH mnpuxoi. JbfKOH Obl1 ceMeiiHblii.
Kpome Becesioii M 4epHOr/nasoi AbSAKOHHLbI, Y Hero Gbi1
CblH B JayxoBHOM Yyuwiuiie. Cam JIbfIKOH Obul 4eJOBeK
TVIOTHBIM, BBICOKMil, TPOMOr/IaCHbI#, HEOOGLIKHOBEHHO CO-
JHAHBIA M ype3BblyaiiHo pbikuit. OH He X0AMJ, a BbICTyNal
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No mNpHXOLY, XOTH Pa3oiTUCL eMy ObUIO COBEpIIEHHO
HerJe.

IMpuxoxaHe ropAMIUCh AbAKOHOM.

Monna uepkoBb HaGupasacb HapoAy, Koraa AbSIKOH
cayxun 4acel. ['osoc ero He ymewancs B IePKBH, NIPOCHI-
Csl Ha BOJIO M TYASIILMMH OTrOJOCKAaMHM YHOCHJCS 3a OKHa,
3arjyuiass TOHeHbKHe 3BOHbI, OTYEro NpPUXO0XKaHe YMHJIEHHO
rOBOPHJIH:

— He absikoH, a kosokou!

HapacxBaT 3BaiM JAbSIKOHA, C AbSKOHULEH, B rOCTH,
He 3HaJM: KyAa NMOCajAHTb M 4YeM YrOCTHTb.

— Oren, apsikoH! MaTb AbsKOHHMLA!

YcaxuBain Ha nOYeTHOE MeCTO.

— Yaiiky, BopoukH... yem Bor nocaan!

JpsikoH ryne.

— Mo-o0-xHo!

— Barpylwek, WaHHKEK... MOXET, SHLIEHKY COOpY-
JAHTB?

HdbsxoH ryaen.

— IloxBa-a-nbHO!

— YK Mbl Bejb TaKk BaC yBaXaeM.. U OTKyAa HaM
Bac Takux locnoap mocnan? HexnaBHO Mbl KHPru3ckoro
6Gapauika 3ape3ajd, a MwuKolaeBHa TaK BKYCHO YyMeeT
neJbMelIKH JelaTb... He COCTPANATb Ju?

HbskoH rygen.

— Jlo6po-o 3eno!

U pyxosoxun nupom u Gecepofi.

OH 6b1 MCKYCHMK C Cepbe3HbIM BHIOM pPacCKasbiBaTh
pa3Hble HeOBbLIMLBI, OT KOTOPbIX jAaxe AbSKOHHULA, TNpH-
BbIKLIAs K HHMM, MOKaThiBalaCb CO CMeXy, MPHXOXKaHe xe
TasAd W MJIeJu OT YAOBOJbCTBUS. HuKoraa Heab3s 6buio
MOHSITb, KOTJAA JbSIKOH TFOBOPHT BCypbe3, KOrja WYTHT?
Ho ot 3TOoro oH TOAbLKO BHIMIpBIBAld B rja3ax NMPHXOXaH,
NMOTOMY YTO OHM YacTO He BepHJH ero ObUISAM, HO BepHJIH
He6buHiaM. [locaywath AbSIKOHA, Tak OH M C HaKa3HbIM
aTaMaHOM JApYyXOy BOAMJA M Yy apxuepesi Obl1 NMPHUHAT B
KauecTBe MOYETHOro rocT.



— A orTyero? — Bonpowan AbSKOH.

U ykasbiBan ceGe nepcTom Ha Jo6.

— YmMa nanara!

Haxkasublit aTaMaH MoJiloOM/ €ro, Mo CJOBaM JAbSIKOHA,
3a TO, YTO OH pa3BeJ Ha BOWCKOBBIX 3eMJSIX JpeBO-
HacaxxJeHue. B Tpex Ka3aubMX CTaHHMIAX CJYXKWI, U TaKOH
Jec pasBes, YTO pa3 HaKa3HOH aTaMaH-TO exal.. Aa H
sanaytancs. — KTo, roBopur, 3TO 31eCh TaKkoi JecC pas-
Ben? Jbsixon Kocoporos!

— 3710 s1! — mnoka3biBas Ha ce6Gsi JAbSKOH.

3aexan 6yaTo Obl HaKa3HBIA-TO K JAbAKOHY, M cChpa-
IIMBAeT: — KaK 3TO Bbl, O. AbSIKOH, TaKOi JieC pasBesu?
CkosbKO 1 CBOMX Ka3aKkOB 3aCTaBJs/l Pa3BOAMTH Jeca,
HUYero He BBIXOAMJO... a Bbl 3acTaBuaH! A AbSIKOH OyATO
6bl OTBeYasl: — KaK CJAYYHTCS GpakomoBeHYaHWe WM JApY-
ras BaxxHas Tpe6a, s mMepBbIM AOJrOM TrOBOPIO: APeBO
nocagu! Bot u Hacagmm! C Tex nop, Kak eleT HaKa3Hblii
yepe3 CTaHMlly, 06s3aTeJbHO K AbSKOHy 3aeaeT. M paxe
K ce6e B rOCTH MpHUIJallal.

[puxoxaHe 3amMupasy B 4YyBCTBe NMOYTHTENbHOCTH.

— Esauan?

JbSIKOH COJMIHO Kayaj roJioBOH.

— Hekorga 6bin0... He cobpancs.

Apxuepeit ke, Mo cl10BaM AbSKOHA, He Mor M 000ii-

THCb 6e3 Hero, — KaK 4YyTb KaKoe 3aTpyAHEHHe: —
no3Batbh KocoporoBa!
— 3T0 21! — yKka3sbiBaa Ha ce6sl AbSKOH.

U coseroBancst 6yaTo 6bl C HUM BJIajblKa 060 BCAKHX
MeJIo4ax: KaKoro CBsIleHHMKAa KyJAa Ha3HayMTb M KOro
KaK Haka3aTb. [1030BeT B CBOM NMOKOM, pacnuBaeT C JAbsi-
KOHOM 4YaeKk M coBewaercs. Ha HexoymeHHblil xe Bompoc
NPHUX0XKaH: KaK BCE-TaKM CAYYMJIOCH, YTO JAbSIKOH 32 TaKoe
JeJNO K HUM Monaj M MoYeMy BJAJAblKa ero He 3alUTHJ, a
KaK OyATO Jaxe M HaKa3aHHIO MOJABEPr? — JAbSKOH Hemno-
K0Je6HMO OTBETCTBOBAJ:

— Hcneiryer!

— HcnbiTanue, 3HaunT?

10



— Jla. Xo4eT MOCMOTpeTb: KaK § H3 Cero 3aTpya-
HEeHHsl BbIAy, ¢ 4ecTbio Ju? IasauTe, oH Jaxe CloAa H
CBSILlEHHHWKA He wu1eT!

ApryMmeHT 6bl1 HEOCTIOPHMBIiA.

B camom jpene, yxe moaropa AbSIKOH, OKpPYXXEHHbIH
NnoYyeToM, MPOXHBAJ B NPHUXOJe, a 3a BCe BpeMs mpHexal
Cloja OXHMH TOJbKO CBSILLEHHHWK, Ja U TOT HeMeLJIeHHO
Bnaj B TOCKY M 4epe3 Tpu AHsi cGexan. HecmoTps Ha Bcio
CNajoCTh MOYeTa, JAbSAKOH CTajJ BeCbMa 3aiyMbIBaThCA.
3anacel GbLIM MPOXHTHI, a JAOXOAOB He nocrtynano. Jla u
KaKue e JOXOHLbl, KOrjJa HMKAKMX Tpel He COBepLIaJOCh?
CBagb6bl Ha Tpoiikax ¢ O6y6eHYMKAMM YHOCHJIMCb B MIJaY
creneit — B Apyrue npuxojbl. [TOKOMHMKM Ha MeLJHTENb-
HBIX TMOJBOJAX MPOEe3Kalh MHMO OKOH JAbSIKOHCKOro JOMa,
Hanpas/siiCh 3a COPOK BEPCT B NMOHMCKaX OTMETHS M HAaBOAS
IAbSIKOHA Ha TPYCTHble AYMbI He TOJbKO O TILETe BCEro.
3eMHOro, HO M O KaTHALIMXCA MHUMO JA0oMa ero pybasx u
noatuHHukax. Yro ke ocraBanocs? C6opel xme6om? Ho
JbSIKOH obollues pa3 BCe TPUALATbL ABOPOB, M GOJblle UATH
eMy He 3axoTeaocb, W60, XOTH BCe W MOJABaIU C YAO-
BOJIbCTBHEM, HaOpadoCcb pPOBHO BOCEMHAaALaTb MNYLOB.
BeaTu ux npoaaBartb 3a copok BepcT? IlogBoay HaHMMaTb?

— Bacg, — rosopuna JAbsKOHHMIA, HGO JAbSAKOHA
3Banu Bacunuem HBaHoBHYeM, — Befb CKOpPO 3a CblHA
IJIATHTb...

JbsKOH yrpioMo ryaels.

— HMogoxay-y-y-t!

OpHako CTajl Kpenko 3aiyMbIBaTbCSl.

3arHaam ero crwoja, 3a6bUIH €ro TYT, CaMH B U30GHJIHH
XKHUBYT, @ O HeM M AYMyWkH Mano. OHM-TO NMpaBeIHUKHU?
['peliHee oH Japyrux, yto Ju? 3a 4TO XKe JOJKEH mpe-
TepneBaTb MYKy aACKyl0 paHblle cTpawHoro cyza [loc-
nogHsa? HeT, 1o/mKHO ObITh, HA UX MWJIOCTb U HAZEATHCS
Hedero! CKopo oTcClofa M yexaTb He Ha uTO OyleT, NMpH-
EeTCs C IbSIKOHMUEH 10 MNoJsiM MelKOM HATH, a ChiHA 3a
cnuHy nocaiuth. XoTh Obl Kakoil 3axynassblii mon npuexan!
XoTb 6bl Malyl0 TOJNMKY Jeller pa3foObiTh, Ja M yeXaTb
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OTCIOAa BO-CBOSICH, MOKa 3MMa He MojoLLIa ja AOpPOTU
cHerom He 3aBamuio. Kak 6biTh? Uto genats? Buamo, yx
TOJMILKO Ha OAHOro ce6s M PacCYUTHIBATH NPHUXOAUTCH...
Yto 6bl Takoe COOOpa3UTL?

JbSKOHHLIA YX M MOMJIAaKMBaTh CTaja.

— Bacs... Bacs!

— Hy urto ewme Te6e?

— §1 cxopo nosewycb TyT!

— Bemwaitcs... cHuMy! — WIYyTHA AbSKOH.

OxHako, Yy M CaM CTaJ MCTBITHIBATb MPHJIMBBI AUKMX
mbicneit. Tomuna ero cuia ot GesgesTeqbHOCTH. XOTeJOCh
ropel BOpo4aTb, M30yLIKM NepeKUAbIBATb B MOJIOJELKO
urpe. A TYT npUXOAMJIOCH CHAETb y OKHAa LieJble JHH,
CMOTpPETb B XKEJTYI0 Aajb CTeneil U pacneBaTb MOJeGHBI
AN COGCTBEHHOrO YAOBOJbLCTBHMS. MHOriza AbSIKOH He
BbiiepKuBaJ. C SpOCTbI0O HaxJ00yuuBaa IIKPOKOMNOJYIO
SNy, BBIXOAMJ 3a BOPOTA, COJMAHOIM MOCTYMbIO IECTBO-
BaJl MUMO M36 MO MOCEJKOBOi y/auue, a BbIGPaBIKCH 3a
OKOJIMILY Ha MNpPOCTOpP moJieil, wWarajJ BepCTOBbIMHM LIaraMu
1 6OpMOTa/l yrpiombie C/0OBa. B3a6Gupajics Ha Kypraubl M
C TaKMMH BHOpaLMSIMU OpaJl Ha BCIO CTENb:

— T'0-ro-ro-0-0-o!!! yro B3azeTamu rajiku M3 JIUKUX
6aNoK CTeMHBIX M B yXKace YHOCHJIHCh Ha CBOMX YEPHbIX
KPbUIbSIX, CYCIMKH Ke M GapCyKH BbINOJ3aJH M3 HOp M C
YAHUBJEHHEM MOCBUCTBIBAJIH.

B oaHy M3 TakMx nporyJok AbSIKOHy npuiia Gie-
CTALLAS MBIC/b.

On BepHyscs BO30YKJAEHHbI U BeceJblid.

— Bapioxa-a-a!

U koraa absikonuua mpubexxana co BCeX HOr, pacmo-
psaniICS.

— CraBb camoBap!

— C yero Takyw paHb?

— Ceiiyac roctu 6yayT!

Cam ckpbuics.

BckopocTH K ABSIKOHOBY LOMY OTO BCeX M36 moceska
TSAHYJIMCh npuxoxxaHe. Ha6panach nosHa ropHuua nourex-
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HbiIX Gopopaueil. JbSIKOH COJMAHO PaCroOpPSAXKAICS MUPOM.
Yrowan yaem. Boaky e M 3aKyCKy NpHX0xaHe, 1o ycJo-
BMIO, MpHHecAH C cob6oilo camu. Bce ¢ MoGonkITCTBOM
OXMJAMM: YTO CKaXeT HbSKOH?

JbSIKOH cOAMAHO pa3raazua Gopony.

— Jpysba! — Hayan oH.

Bce nputuxau.

— Ckonbko y Bac OpakoB mnpeanoJjaraercss B 3TO
BOCKpeceHbe?

IpuxoxaHe NOTOJNKOBaMM Mex Ay CO6GOH, cocuuTanu
no naJjbLaM.

— Bocemb, 0. apskoH. HeiHelnnuit mMscoen cBagb6amu
obuned. ¥ Murploxunbix, y [IleTpoBeix cBaabba, Xopek
xeHUTCs. BroByxa MukynuHa Toxe...

— A cKkoabKO BaM y 6JarouuMHHoro cBajib6a 06xo0-
auTCs?

— JlBeHaauatb py6auKOB GepyT.

— C OGeaHbix U 6oraThix?

— He pas6uparor.

— A ewe?

— JbsikoHy Tpu py6as. B uepkoBb py0iib.

— A noe3jgka BO YTO OGXOAMTCH?

— Jla B naeHexky! Xyno-6eiHO NSTb LEJIKOBbIX
UCTPATHLLb...

— bBes yrouwenusa?

¥YrouieHue oco6o. BnarouMHHomy npuxoauTcsi GyThl-
JIOUKY... Aa rycbka. JbSKOHy OyTbLIOYKY, Aa KYpPOUKY.
IMcanommuky... CTopoxy, YTOGBI LEPKOBb OTBOPHIL.

— Ta-a-k, — nocmeuBaiaCs AbSIKOH, — CTajl0 ObITb,
YeTBepTHasi BbICKOYHMT?

U oH yeMy-TO panoBajiCfi, K yAWBJIEHHIO NMPHXOXKAH M
AbsikoHHubl. OH Jaxe BeceJ0 MOTHPak PYKH, NMpPOLOMKas
Crpalu1BaTh.

— A MiajeHUEeB MHOTO HaKOMMJIOCH?

— JioxuHKa HabepeTcsi, 0. IbSKOH.

— Toxe B BOCKpeCeHbe NMOBe3yT?

— Koraa xe Gosblue!
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— A cKkoabKO 671aro4MHHBIN 32 KpPeCTHHbI GepeT?

— Py6aux!

— Toabko?

— A npoesn ckoabko ob6xoautca! Xymo-6GeiHo ABa
py6as!

JbSKOH pajgoBascs.

— Xopotuo... xopouo! YyznecHo!

M Bapyr Haxmypuics.

— A KOGBUIKM MHOr0O Ha MoJax?

[IpuxoxaHe coBCeM Bnajlu B HeJOYMEHbe.

K uemy uyesnoBeKk pa3roBOp KJOHMT, Yero ¢ MJajeHLEB,
Aa cBaneb K KOObUIKE METHYJCS?

— 3amyuuna, — OLHAKO Xe OTBETWIH OHM, — Ja U
Kak eii He GbiTb, KOrjaa 3a BCE JIETO HA MOJAX MOJEeGCTBMI
He Gbuto! Belb HbIHEWHUit rox Aae ¥ CKOT He OCBSILLEH!

— H-ny... xxa-xxa!

JbsKOH paccMmesics.

IToTomM BeAM4YeCTBEHHO MOLHSJICS HAJ CTOJIOM.

— CKOJMbKO MHe JajuTe 332 KaXAYI CBagblOy?

Ha Hero cmoTpesu B yIMBJIEHHH.

— TIlo naTHapuate pyGneit mazurte?

— O, AbSKOH... Aa 4YTO Tbl GyJXellb JAenaTh?

— TloBenuaio!!!

IlpuxoxxaHe Bnaau B oOCTOJOeHeHHe, a JbSKOHULA
BCIEeCHYy/1a pykamu W 3amepaa. OHa Bcerja Aymana, uto y
MyXa ee yMma najara, Tenepb xe y6eauaacb B 3TOM 60Jib-
e MPEeXHero, XOTS elle M He NMOHHMaaa B 4YeM JeJo.

A 1bsikoH npoaoJKajl pacCYUTBIBATD.

— 3a Bocemb cBane6 cTo ABajuath pybaeit. U 6oab-
lie HUKaKuMX pacxopoB. Jasbiie. 3a II0XKHUHY MJIajeHLEB
ABeHaauatb pyb6aeit. U Hukysa exatb He Hago. Eme.
Ocssimenne ckora? Bocemb pyGaeii. IToneBoit moseGen?
Hecarb. UToro cro nargecat py6aeil. He goporo?

— Yero 6bl jelierse...
— Janbure.
JbsikoH poctan Gymary ¥ KapaHAiaul.
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— XoxJaeHHe no AoMaM ¢ MKkoHamu. KTo kakue Mo-
JeOHbl cayxutbh Oyrer? OtBeuaiiTe.

M npuHAACS COCTaBAATb CIHCOK.

Jli060NLITCTBO NMPHXOXAH Pasropaoch.

— ¥ He XOuellb JHU Thl, 0. AbSIKOH, OTKyJAa CBSILIEH-
HMKA TPHUIJIacHTb? — COPOCHJ CTaphblil Kasak, — HH 3a
LITO 3a 3TH JAEHbrH TaKylo J1alb He noeiyT. Bcé paBHO
NPUCYMTAIOT, YTO Thl mponycTwa. Jla mo6osircs M y 6aa-
FrOYMHHOrO J0X0J nepe6uBaTh. A W coraacarcs... Tebe
HHYEro He ocraHercs!

— JIBecTH! — moacuMTaN JbSAKOH BMECTO OTBETa.

W c BeceabiM BHJIOM BbINPSIMUICS.

— Tenepb caywaiite moii npukas. Jlo cy660Tbl 3TH
AeHbru co6patb! TIOJIOXHTH K CTapocTe B LEPKOBHBI
suwmK. 3aneyaratb! K yTpy cy660Thl uTOo 6 Obl1a Yy MeHs
Tpoiika Jydlinx KoHei! Kaxercs y crapocTthl Jy4ule Bcex?

— MoxHo! — ckasan crapocra.

— W nBoe BepxoBbIx!

JbsKOH 3acMesiiCs, NOTHPas PYKH.

Boablie oH HUYero He 3axoTen OOGBSCHATb, HECMOTPS
Ha BCe paccrnpocsl. [IpuxoxaHe pa3oLIMCh B3BOJHOBaHHbIE
JIOGOMBITCTBOM, B NPELYYBCTBHM 4Yero-To HeoOblyaiHOro.
U cnaBa absikOHa paspociach ellle Gosblue: HUKTO He
COMHEBAJICSl, 4TO A/ Hero BCE BO3MOXHO M YTO OH CAesaeT
BCE, 4TO 3aaymasn. A yTo OH 3agyman? — 06 3TOM LM
6eCKOHeyHble M BOJIHYIOIIME TOJKH. JleHbru ObuM cOGpaHsl,
MOJIOXKEHbl B SIIUMK M TOPXKECTBEHHO 3amedaTaHnl. Iloxo-
AWJIO, YTO JAbSKOH JepXajl Napu W BCe NpHUXOxaHe OblIn
CBHIETeNSIMHU.

[Topoua HeTepneauBO X JaHHasi cy66oTa.

YTpoM Tpoiika CTapOCTHHBIX KOHel, C BecCeJbIM 3BO-
HOM KOJIOKOJIbYMKA, MPOMYaNacCh MO MOCEJKYy M GOApbIM
CKOKOM MOHecCJach MO CTeMHbIM A0POraM IO HanpaBleHHIO
k Tpakty. C yBana Ha yBa/l nmepemMaTbiBajach Tpoiika. 3a
Heil CkaKamM BepXoBble B MeCTPbIX py6axax, pa3jiyBaeMbiX
BeTpoM. B moBo3ke cuaen AbSKOH co crapoctoit. K 3apky
NnoBO3KM Obl1 KPENnKo MNpHBS3aH KOpPoG C CaMOBapoM H
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3akyckamu. CTapocTa TLIETHO MBITAICS y3HaTb: B KaKoe
Takoe MyTelleCTBHe COGpaaCcsi AbSKOH. JbSAKOH C 3aiyM-
YHBO-BeCe/IbIM BUIOM O3HpaJ CTeNHble MPOCTOPbl U OTMa-
yuBasics. ToNbKO, KOrja NMpOCKaKajud TPHALATb BepCT, H
BLANM MOKAa3aiuCb TejerpadHbie CTONObI TpaKTa, a 3a
HHUMH CBepKamolUMi mnaec Ypana, AbSKOH, INOCMEHBAsCh,
CKasan:

— Bor 3zech xopoluyio MOXHO 3acaly yCTPOMTb.

— Yero? — Bo33pHJCs cTapocTa.

— PasBe bl HUKOraa, iBan CnupuaoHbly, B CTENH He
CRyxHuI?

— Bbi-bi-a1...

— Ha capToB 3acapy He ycTpauBan?

— Cayuanoce... xa Tl 3TO K 4eMy? — IMBHJCA CTa-

pocTa, — Ha KOro 3acajy yCTPOMTb XOuellb?
JbSKOH B3rasiHys1 no6esoHOCHO.
— Ha nona!

U npuHsiIcs X0XoTaTb.

Ha Gepery peku, 61143 AOpOTrH, OHM MOCTJAMH KOBep,
paccTaBW/IM Ha HeM 3aKyCKHM, BCKMMSITWJIM CaMOBap M NpH-
HSJIMCh YTOLLATbCS, KOPOTasi BpeMsi pa3sroBopamu. Yx Obl-
70 3a moJjieHb, 3HOiHO. Ctenb Kypuaach. Llupokwuit naec
Ypana Gbi1 3epKkaJbHO CBeTeJ, TO M JeJI0 MO BOLHON riiaiu
pacxXoaWINCh KPYrd OT myleCcKa KpymHod pbiObl. [To gopore
TAHYJAUChb TOABOABI, NMPOe3XaMu KYNubl Ha CTaHWUYHbIE Sip-
MAapKH, MOJI3JIM C BO3aMH CeHa WM XJe6a Ka3aku, NoJHHMas
Tyun Gesnoit AOpOXHOH mMblIK. JIbSKOH 3ajyM4HBO, HU3-MOJ
PYKH, TO M JeJI0 BLICMATPHBaM Jajb LOPOTH W, B3rJsiAblBas
Ha CTapoCTy, MOXHMAaJ MJeyaMH. YKe OHM KOHYaIM BTO-
poit camoBap, Kak 3a0psiHyal KOJIOKOJNbYMK W M3-3a MNpHU-
ropka nosiBUIach NblibHasi NOBO3Ka, BJEKOMas Napoil B3Mbl-
JIEHHBIX KOHelil.

JbSKOH BbIlleJ HAa AOPOrY.

— Croii! — cka3an oH, 3aropaxuBasi myTb.
— UTo CAyuMnocb? — CNPOCHI SIMILHK.
— 3acrana!

OH nojolea K NoBO3Ke.
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M 4yTb He oTCKOHYHI.

OTTyzaa BBIMSHYJAO Ha Hero 3HaKOMoOe, XyAoe, CepAH-
TOE JIMLO CO IMEeTHHUCTBIMM yCaMu M B3AyBlIeics 60pOLOi.

JbsIKOH CMYTHJCS, HO TOTYaC ONMPaBHJCH.

— OTuy 6aaroyMHHOMY, — mnporyjiej OH, — MHOr0
Aet 3apaBcTBoBaTh! OTKyAa M KyAa Npoe3xaTbh U3BOJMUTE?

BrarounHHelil cMOTpen cepauTo.

— YepHoBCckuit AbSKOH?

— OH cambiit.

— Yero Tbl TYT Jenaewib? 3aueM MeHS OCTaHOBHA?

JIbsIKOH yCMeXHyJCS.

— Tlourenne 3acBUAETENLCTBOBATD!

BnarouuHHbiii ¢ HegOyMeHHEM CMOTpeJl Ha KOBep C
CaMOBapoOM M 3aKyCKaMH.

— PuiOGy, uTO a1, N0BULIBL?

JbSIKOH MOJAMHIHYI.

— Tleperar noctaBua, kapacsi BbLKHAAIO.

— Hy n xamu, a MeHs He 3ajepxuBail, 1 K cayx6e
TOPOMJIOCH.

W 6aarounHHBbIi NpUKa3an exaTb jJaJblie.

JIbSIKOH, MOCMeMBasiCb, BEPHYJCSi K CTapocTe.

— Ilonan kapack, pa He TOT!

IMpowno ewe 4aca jBa.

Ha nopore nokasanach apeGe3:kallas TejeXOHKa, K-
yeil mpaBWJ JApeMIOILMH Ka3akK, a B TeJeXXOHKe Ha CeHe
Cuje] CTOJETHUH CTapUYOK B 3eJIEHOM MOApSACHUKe. [bsi-
KOH OCTaHOBMJ MOABOAY, MOAOLIEN K CTapHuKy, C Helo-
yMeHbeM OrJIsife] ero MCnellpeHHbll 3anjaaTaMi NOAPSCHHK
M MajleHbKOe CMOpILUeHHOe 6arpoBoe JHMLO, KaK MyXOM Mo-
KpbiTOE GesbiM BOJIOCOM.

— JIbSIKOH... MW CBSILEHHHK?

CTapHyoKk C TPYAOM NPOroBOPHJL.

— C...BslllleHH. .. UK !

JIbsikoH BO3pajoBaJcs

— Orxyna?

— W3 b...orpaHoBkH.

— Kyna x epere?
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— B r..opoa, k enuckony, npocutb, 4T06...6bl CHSJI
3anpelleHHe.

JbSiIKOH BCIVIECHYJ PYKaMHu.

— Tloa sanpenieHbem?!

— H...na!

JbSiKOH CMOTpes C YHbIHMeM: onsitTb He TO. U OH
JAHBHICSl, YTO TAaKOH BETXMH CTapHUYOK MNOJ 3anpelleHHEeM,
XOTSl yXKe MO HeTBepAOMY pasroBOPYy ero BHAe] — OTYero
3T0. OH NMpPeAJIOKUI eMy OTAOXHYTb W paslieMThb Tpamnesy.
CTapH4OK OXHMBHJICA M OTBETHJ Ha TNpHIJallieHHe C O0XO-
Too. Jlaxe pedyb ero Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi MOJy4YuJIa
cBA3HOCTb. OfHaKoO BCKOpe e JAbSKOHY MNpHIIOCh €ro
YJIOXHTb B TeJery Ha CeHO W BO3HHMIA C MHPOM TPOHYJCS
Jajblie.

— He Be3eT! — roBopua AbSIKOH.

VK CoJHUe CTajo KJIOHMTbCS K 3amaiy M AbSIKOH C
OTYasiHHEM MOIMALbIBAJ] Ha JAOPOry, Kak BAPYr HM3-3a npH-
ropka BbIHBIPHYJ1a BbICOKasi rHeiasi JoWalb, 3anpsiKeHHas
B HOBEHbKHil TapaHTacC, N0 rOPOACKOMY 00pasily, C KpblIbsi-
mu. B Tapantace cuaen MoOJIOAOM CBSILEHHHK C CYXHM,
HEMPHUATHBIM JIMLOM, 03a60ueHHbIM M cepauThiM. OH cBep-
JSUMM B3MJISIAOM MOCMOTPeN Ha AbSIKOHA, MperpajiuBllero
nyTh, U KPUKHYJ BBICOKHM, PE3KHM rOJIOCOM.

— Yro Bam Hano? Krto Bbl Takoii?

— Cayxureab Boxuil, — OTBeTCTBOBaJ AbSKOH.
— TlocToponurecs ¢ noporu!
— He mory.

JlyXOBHbIi BCHBIXHYJI.
— YTo 3a HenpuCTOliHbIE WIYTKHU!

— A Mbl WIyTKM OTOGPOCHMM B CTOPOHY M Cepbe3HO
norosopum. U3 kakoro npuxopa Gyaere?

— Bam urto 3a geno?
— TloToM 06BSCHIO.
JlyxoBHbIii BNMBaJCA B HEro B3IJISAOM.

— CrpanHo, cTpaHHo... S Hukoabckoro nocenka cBsi-
weHHUK TlonMBaHOB, a Bbl KTO TaKoii?

18



— $1 YepHoBckoro npuxona Apsikon Kocoportos. YecTs
HMel0 NpeACTaBUTbLCS.
JIbSIKOH CHAJ ILJIAMY M COJMMAHO MOKJIOHHJICH.

— bBonxyp!
— Yrto Takoe, 4TO TaKoe?.. — KpMuYal AyXOBHblif B
CepAMTOM HELOYMEHHH, — uTO Bbl Takoe roBopute? 3ayem

octaHoBHAH? I K cayx6e Topommoch. YTo 3a 3HaKOMCTBO
Ha Gosbwoi popore! Kakue Bamm uean? KaGbl He pyxoB-
Has ozexja Baua, bor 3HaeT, 4TO moAyMaTb MOXHO...

OH rasigen yxe ¢ onackoif Ha NOAXOAMBLIEro AbSKOHA.

— Cnesaiite, — CcKasajl CNOKOWHO M MOBEIHTENBHO
IAbSIKOH, — $I BaC JaBHO nojxupaaia. Hmeio cekpeTsl, OT
camoro BJaiblku Hcxoxsiuue. IToroBoputh Hano.

CBSILLLeHHHK C YyXaCOM CMOTpeJ Ha JAbSKOHA.

— OT BNajBIKH? — eJle BbIrOBOPHJI OH.

— JHa, na. Cnesaiite!

CBSilLleHHHK COBCEM pacTepsiICs.

He cnyckas raas ¢ AbsiKOHa, OH CJe3 C TapaHTaca H
MOKOPHO NOCJEA0BaJ K KOBPY C 3aKycKkamu. HeoObi4atHOCTh
00CTaHOBKH, KaKHe-TO BeCTH OT BJAaAbIKM Ha GoJbluoil p0-
pore OLIEJOMHJH €ero, MOTOMY YTO Ha COBECTH ero He BCé
6bIIO CMIOKOMHO.

— He no muxaitnoBCKOMy JM Jejy? — CHpPOCHJI OH
LUOMOTOM.

JIbSIKOH MBITJAHBO MOCMOTpEJ Ha Hero.

WU kpaTko oTBeTH.

— Ja.

JlyXOBHbIi1 BeCb CXKaJCSi MU CTaJ THILE BOJBI.

OH ¢ yxacom Haba0fal, KaK IbSIKOH OTAaBaJ KaKHe-To
pacnopsixxeHusi BepXOBOMY M CTapajcs NpeiCTaBUTb B
pacTepsBLIeMCSl yMe CBOeM: OTKyJAa MOSIBUJICH 3TOT TaMH-
CTBEHHbIl JbSIKOH W 4YTO 3a CBSI3b y HEro C enuCKOMOM.
Crano-6biTh, Gbl1a MOrOHS 32 HUM M JeJI0O MOBEPHYJOCH
BecbMa cepbe3H0? OH TNMOKOPHO TPHHAJN M3 PYK AbSIKOHA
CTaKaH C 4aeM, Jaxe MONbITAICA MUTb ero, XoTs ceilyac xe
u obxercs, HO He mojan Buay. Po6ko Habmozan OH 3a
IAbSIKOHOM, KaK TOT COJIMAHO, He TOpPOMSChb, HaauBaa ceGe
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4al0, U BeCb B3JPOrHYJ, KOrAa IbSIKOH FPOMOIJIACHO PSBK-
HyJ:

— 3anpsiraTs!

M IbSKOH COJNMIAHO MPHHSJCS 32 YaenMTHE.

Bouio THx0.

Pexa MOHOTOHHO WyMella Ha mepeKkaTax M BCE€ IJe-
CKajnacb B Heil Gosbluasi ppi6a. CoJsHIle Hayalo KpacHeTb H
onyckaTbCs K 3akarty, 6pocas Ha cTenb GarpsiHel. 3BsiKaau
KOJIOKOJIbYHKH, — CTapoCTa ¢ paGOTHUKOM 3ampsiraiu Jo-
wanei.

JlyXoBHbI/i npepBal MOJ4aHHe.

— B uem xe gmemo?

Ho eaBa oH 3TO npousHec, Kak BCKOYHJ MOLOOHO yxa-
JEHHOMY $A0BUTbIM 3MeeM. Ilo mopore kaybusmachp Oenas
NbUIb ¥ B 00J1aKax 3TOil MbIIM YHOCHICS B HEBELOMYIO AaJlb
€ro TapaHTac MoJ, 3KCKOPTOM JIBYX BepXoBbix. PacrepsB-
IUMACH AYXOBHBbI GPOCHJICS 3a HUM, HO, YBUAS TOTHYAC BCIO
TILETY CBOeH MOroHH, O0GEpHYJCS K AbSIKOHY C ONPOKHUHY-
ThIM JIULIOM.

— Y10 3TO 3HAuMT?

— 3JTO 3HAYUT, — CMOKOHHO OTBeYasa AbSIKOH, — YTO
Bawl paGOTHUK moexana B Hukoiabckoe.
— 3ayem?!

— C nucbMoM K Ballleif MaTyliKe, YTO Bbl A0 TNOHe-
JeIbHUKa He BepHeTeCh.

Batiolika coBceM pacTepsuics M mnepenyrasics.

— TIloyemy? — esie BbIrOBOpHJ OH.

— IloToMy uTO BBl apecTOBaHBbI.

JlMkasi MbIC/Ib MPOCTyYaja B r0JIOBe CBSILEHHHMKA: TaK
3HAYMT 3TO NpPaBAa, 3TO EMHCKON MOCJaJk 32 HUM U ceifuac
NOBE3YT €ro Ha CTPAlIHbIi BJAABIYHBIA CYyl, He TOMOIJH
HMKaKHe XJOMOThl... Horn ero moaorHyMcr U OH HeBOJILHO
onepcst PyKolo O NMOBO3KY.

A IbSIKOH BEXJHBO PAaCKJIAHSAJCA.

— HsBuHuTe, GaTiOlIKA... HO Mepa CHsi HeoGXOoAMMa.
Mbl B YEepHOBCKOM TNpHXOAe MOJroja XXKUBeM Ge3 CBSILIEH-
Huka. Tpe6 Hakomuaoch HeoGpasuMmoe KonuyecTBO. Biaro-
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YHHHBIA e, 3aBelYIOLHil NPUXOLOM, He e3auT Tyna. Ipy-
rue CBALUEHHUKHM onacalotcs 6iaarounHHoro. ITyTh kK HUM KO
BCceM GoJibLlie COpOKa BepCT, Aa M GepyT OHM CBEpX Mephl.
3auem xe TOrja u uepkoBb B YepHOBCKOM, paccyaure. Bor
Mbl M PELIMJM, Ha COBeTe CTapeiLIuH...

ITo mepe TOro, Kak roBOpuJ JAbSIKOH, CTPax GaTIOLIKH
npoiues, HO 3aTO SPOCTb Jaxe MOAHSIA BOJOCH HAa roJIOBC
ero. OH caenan K AbSKOHY HECKOJbKO LUIAroB, IIMPOKMX H
HeCypasHblX, OCTaHOBWJCS, OTKMHYJ PYKH, CXKaJk UX B KYy-
JIaKH, BBIISITWI Tpynb.

— Ka-a-a-a-k! — 3akpuyan oH, — o6ma-a-u! INoxu-
uleHHe... Ha G6oJblIOH x0po-0-re?!

JbsKOH pa3sBes pykKamw.

— Heo6xoaumocTb.

— A cexpeThbl BJIAIbIKUHbI?

— B TOM M cekpeTbl ero, YyTo moma He JAaeT.

BaTtiouka, B npunajgke sipocTH, CXBAaTWICS PyKaMH 3a
roJoBy M NPHHSJICS OTYasiHHO pyraTthCs M Trpo3uTb. Py-
rajcsi OH apTHCTHYeCKH, C YNoTpebGleHHWEM CIaBSHCKUX
cnoB. OH rpo3us CyLOM emuCKoma, rpo3uJ xano6oil ry6ep-
HaToOpy, CBSiTeileMy CHHOAY, MPaBUTEJbCTBYIOLIEMY CeHa-
Ty. YnomuHan naxe 6oJjiee BbiICOKHe MecTta. Hakowen, wmc-
yeprnaB Becb 3amnac XYMNeJoB 3eMHbIX, o6paTuics K Hebec-
HbIM M cTpawan cyiom Boxuum um Mykamu ajga. JbSKOH
CMOKOAHO M MOJ4a, CKPECTHB PYKH, IPUHUMAJ Ha cebsi no-
Tok OeweHblx caoB. Korjaa ke GBUIM rOTOBBI JIOWIAAH, OH
C MOKJOHOM yKa3asJ Ha TNOBO3KY.

— Tloxanyitte, MuaocTu mpoury.

Huuero He ocTaBanoch 6aTiolliKe, KaK CeCTb, YTO OH U
caenan, npojoyxkas pyrarbca. OH pyraiacsi BCIO AOpOry,
COBEpIIEHHO He CMOJIKasl, pyrajcs A0 XpPHMIOThI B roJoce.
Ouenb 3TO ObLI CEpAMTBHIE M pa3nparKUTENbHBIA YesOBeK.
On pyran absiKOHa, CTapoCTy, SIMILMKA, nepeGupan BCE Ha-
4a/7bCTBO, KOTOPOMY GyAeT kanoBaTbcsl. Hakonew, npuHsii-
Csl KOPUTb JIOWajed 3a TO, YTO MJIOX0 OeryT, U MOBO3KY 3a
ee TeCHOTY M HeyxoO6CTBO.

JbsikoH MoJuadL.
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EMy ka3anoch, 4TO OKOJIO HEro XYMOKMT Gosibluas My-
Xa, MonaBlliasi B TEHeTAa, OH JpeMaJ U NPOCHINAJICA OT 3TOr0
XKynoKaHbs. Hagnoeno 3To eMy cTpaiiHo M, Korja 6aTiolka
Ha MHHYTY TPHMMOJIK, OH CKa3aJ NMOTHXOHbKY:

— Beapb Bbl noayuurte natbiecsit pybaeii... passe 3TO-
ro mMano?

BaTtiomka npoxo/mxan pyratbCsi, HO yxe 3HAYMTEIbHO
THILe.

B 1Ba yaca HOYM OTYasiHHbII 3BOH TOHKOrOJIOCOrO KO-
Jokosa B36Gyiarauma Bechb nocejok. Co6panuck B 1€pPKOBb
BCe, OT Mana 10 BeJMKa, CJOBHO B GO/blIOH MpasiHUK, U
C YAMBJIEHHEM YBUAENH CEPAMTOrO CBSLlEHHHKA, GPOAMB-
1ero B 06JauyeHUH MO LEPKBH B COMPOBOXJAEHHH JAbSKOHA
CO cBeuell M SIPOCTHO MaxaBlUero KaiWIoM.

Cnyx6a npoposxanach LOJAro M TOPXKECTBEHHO.

JbsikoH npeB3owen ce6s, MPOM3HOCA E€KTEHHH B OK-
TaBYy M C pacKaTOM. Jlaxe cTekJa No BpeMeHaM OT3bIBaJIHCh.
Ha auTHM OH pasfesbHO M SCHO YMTa/] MOMHHAHbA M MPO-
M3HOCHMJI MMEHa C TaKUM 4YyBCTBOM, uYTO 6abbl MiaKaiH.
YBiekcsi noj KoHew cayx60if u 6aTioliKa. Y Hero okasajics
HeLypHblit rojoc. 3a obGexHeil OH, Mo coBeTy M npocb6e
JAbSIKOHA, TMPOW3HEC NpOMOBelb HA TeMy O MajoM CTane,
KOTOpPOMYy He Hano 6osthcd, W60 XpHUCTOC BCerja C HUM.
O6exHs KOHUMJIACh Ha paccBeTe M yKe Ha OOLIMPHOM mJio-
IWAAN JOXKHAAMUCh 6NarocnoBeHHsi CTaja KOpOB, ObIKOB,
Joulafeid, oBel, M JecCsiTKa ABa BepOG/IIOLOB, MOJOGHO XU-
padam BLITArMBaBILMX LIEH.

BaTioluka Bbllles Ha MJOLLANb.

OH yxXe CMHPHJICS M BO BCeM Cayllajcs AbsikoHAa. Tep-
neauBo 6Jaroc/iOBAS OH M KPOMUJ CBATOIO BOLOH MATY-
ILMXCA JKWUBOTHBIX M 3BOHKMM TOJIOCOM TMeJ TNpHU3bIBbI K
cBsiTbiM. TloTOM neau mo u3b6am GeCKOHeYHble MOJIEOHBI, CO
B3J0XOM OGJIer4ieHUsl YCa)KMBAJNMCh 32 CTOJbl, YrOLIAJUCH,
BbIMMBAJIM, M LUK JAajibllie yxe 6ojiee BecesNbIMM HOTAMH.
HakoHen, otnpaBuaucy B noasi. U BepHy/aMCh TOJNBLKO Beue-
poM, yCTajble, HO JOBOJbHbIe. [IpolM NpsIMO B LEPKOBb.
WU, xoraa 3jecb, B NMPUCYTCTBUM BCEX MPHUXOXKaH, OblIa
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CIOMaHa mneyaTb Ha LEPKOBHOM SlLMKe, NMEPeCYMTaHbl H
BpY4eHbl AbSIKOHY JeHbrM, a OH B CBOIO O4epejb OTCHHTAN
¥ Bpyuua GaTiollKe nATAecAT py6ieii, 6aTiolika Aaxe pac-
4yBCTBOBAJICA M NPHHAICS NMOXUMATh PYKH AbSKOHY.

— 3abyzem pacnpio cBoo!

JIbSIKOH B3IJISIHYJ1 HeJL0BEpuMBO.

— A BbI 3a6ynere?

— KoneuHo! — oTBen 6aTiowika riaasa.

Ho absikoH eMy He moBepuil.

OH noYTHTEJbHO yCaiul ero B OXMAABUIYIO NMOABOALY
M J0JIr0 B 3aJyMYMBOCTH CMOTpeJ] eMy BCJej Ha KayGHB-
muecst CTOJObI MNBUIN.

— &py-y-KT! — rynen oH.

Yepe3 Hexeso JbSKOH mpowiajcs ¢ npuxoaom. Xanko
OblIO NMPHMXOXKAHAM OTNYCKATb €ro, 1a OHW NMOHMMaIH 6e3-
BBIXOJHOCTb TOJIOXEHHS.

— VK MBI Takue HecYaCTHble! — rOBOPHJM OHH.

2Kanko 6blI0 M ABSIKOHY pacCcTaBaTbCH.

— Byab s CBsILleHHMKOM, He ylea Obl.. Beib MHe
HEMHOr'0 Hajo.

— A 3auem xe jaeno?

JbSKOH KOCHYyJCS majbliem J6a CBOero.

— Bcem g xopouwl, ofHUM He BbillleJ: He UMelO 00pa-
30BaHUs... U3 TNPOCTELOB!

N on yexan.

...OH 6bl1 yBepeH, YTO eNMUCKON HaKOHel, CMUJIYeTCs:
He norubaThb xe ¢ rojoay! A Beab oH moaroja tepnesa. Ho
10 Mepe TOro, KaK OH NMPUOJINKAJICH K FTOPOLY, YBEPEHHOCTh
ero Tas/a ¥ CMeHs1aCb Heornpeje/IeHHbIMH ONaCeHUsIMH, 160
BUJEJ OH, YTO CJaBa O MOXWIIeHHH Ha Goabluoii jopore
CBSILLleHHHKa pa30exanacb yx 4YyTb JM He NO BCeil emap-
xuu. MHble npsiMo BCTpedann ero:

— Bor oH... BOT... noxutuTeJb!

VHble e TONbKO paccKasbiBaiu eMy 06 yAWBUTENbHOM
NPUKJIIOYEHUH, He MOJL03peBasl, YTO OH M eCTb repoi, u6o
He 3Ha/IM MMeH.

Korza xe AbSIKOH Bolles B apXuepeiCKyl0 NMpUEMHYIO
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H YBHJAJ BBIXOASALIMM C NMPHEMAa HUKOJbLCKOrO CBSILLIEHHHKA,
OH TOYYBCTBOBaJ, 4YTO JAeJ0o ero mjoxo. C aymeBHbIM
TPENeTOM BolleA OH B OOIWIMPHYIO 3ajly npej JHLO
eMHCKoMa.

Ho, k yauBneHuio ero, crporuit Buranuit Bctpetun ero
6e3 rHeBa. OH TOJILKO TOMHUTENbHO JOJTO CMOTPeE] B JIMLO
eMy, nepebupasi YeTKH CYXWMH, HepBHbIMHM najbuamu. ITo-
TOM O YeM-TO OTAaJ pacnopsixkeHue KeJjelHuky. Yepes
MHMHYTY B 3ajie NMOSIBMJCA HHKOJbCKHWI1 6GaTIOLIKa.

Enuckon ckasan emy co CTPOrHM CrMOKOHCTBHEM.

— [loBTOpH CcBOe 06BHMHeHHe!

Batiouka pacTepsiHHO cTal OGBACHATb, KaK ero ocTa-
HOBHJIM Ha GosbLIOi jopore, oOMaHyad M MOXHTHJN.

Enuckon B3rasiHysn Ha AbsiKOHa.

— O6BsicHuC!

HpsikoH nmoapo6Ho M Ge3 yTaliku pacckasan BCE Kak
66110, CBOM MOTHBbI M OGCTaHOBKY mnoxuilenus.. Enmckon
4yTb-4yTb Yy/AbIOHysACS. U BApyr HaGpoCHJICS HA CBSILIEH-
HHUKa:

— Ilowen Bon, sdeanuk! 51 eue TeGe NMPUNOMHIO MHU-
XaiinoBckoe xeno!

CesiLleHHHK no6JexHe.

M nocnewmsn cKkpbiThCS.

Enuckon B3rasHyan Ha AbSIKOHA.

— XBaJo 3a HaXOAYMBOCTb! — cKasaj OH.

Jbsikon pacuseJ.

— IlepenpammBaTbca npuexan?

— JHa, Bnaaviko. TpyaHo Ge3 CBSILEHHHKA.

— W - Tebe TpyaHO, M MpHXOXKaHAM TPYLHO, 3HAIO.
Xodellb UCMOJHUTb NMPOCHOY CBOEro emnucKomna?

— Xouy, BaAaAbiKO!

— Toesxait Tyaa cBsLLEHHMKOM!

JbSIKOH crenan Kpyrible rjasa, XoTeJ YTO-TO CKa3aTb,
JAa He BbIFOBOPWIOCH.. M C LIYMOM TMOBAJWICS B HOTH
enucKomy.
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NELOXON






Tpu IHE CTOST MOpO3, 3ajelleHMBIUMA pyubH M TNO-
TOKH, NMOKPBIBIINA cepeGpOM H3MOPO3H HepHble NMPOTANMHbBI
noseit. Ciyyuaoch TaK, YTO OTTenejb HayanaCh Kak pas
B Ty HOYb, Ha yTpPO KOTOpO# O6sarounHHbiA HeB3opoB mo-
JAyyua Tejserpammy o G6oje3HH eHbl. HemenneHHo OH
OTNpaBWICSH K BJajiblke M, C TeJerpaMMmoif B pykax, Npocua
apXMNacTbIPCKOTO pa3pelleHns] OTAYYHTbCH X0 OKOHYAHHUS
cpe3ga. K nonyaHio 6aarounHHbI yike Ckakaa Ha SIMCKMX
N0 TYMaHHbIM MOJISIM, MOJIHbIA TPEBOXHBIX MbIC/El O JKeHe.
OH nocanoBaj, 4TO B TeJerpaMMe HHYero He CKasaHO O
TOM, 4YTO XK€ Takoe C Heil cayuusaocb? [locienHee Bpems
OHA JKajloBajaCb Ha CepAlle, OAbIIKA Kakas-TO CTPaHHasi
6bi1a c Hell BpemeHamu. OH BCnoMHMHal npofileHHbI 06
PYKY C Hel0 XHW3HEHHbIf MyTb... H TPeBOra ero paspacra-
Jach B CTPax mepej KakMM-TO HeBeJOMbIM HecuacTbeM. OH
TOPONUJ SIMILMKOB, LIEAPO AaBajd Ha 4ai, yTobbl GbicTpee
nepenpsirald M Becejliee Be3JH.

Mexay TeM, Jopora CTaHOBWJIACh BCE TpPyAHee.

¥xe Ha TpMALATON BepcTe MPHUUIOCH CMEHMTb CaHH
Ha TapaHTac, HO exaTb OT 3TOro ObLIO He Jywlle: agopora
pa3MsKJa, Kojieca riay60Ko yXOAWIH B rpsasb. Tenani#t Ty-
MaH ObICTPO M BeCesiO Cbelaj CHer, CHer C CMeIOLIMMCS
IWIyMOM NpeBpallajJcs B pyYbH, B NMOTOKH, B 3BEHsLlHe NO
OoBpa)kkaM Bogomajbl. 1 K Beuepy CAyuyuaoCh TO, YTO 3a-
JepxKaJ TOJbKO MOPO3. Yxe A0 JOMa OCTaBaJOCh He GoJee
AEeCATKAa BEpCT: Hago OblIO TOJbLKO nepeexaTb peky, MoA-
HATBHCS B rOPY, a C rOpbl YK BUAHENACh 1lepKOBb U JAJIMHHAS
yauua cena. Tak 6ausko! BoT ckBo3b TymaH mokasanach
M peka.

— Ckopeil! — Toponun 6Jaro4nHHbINA.

Ho sMmuk M cam He japemai.
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Bapyr Hax moJsMM NMpPOMJILII KaKOH-TO CTPaHHBIA Ty,
CJIOBHO 4ei-TO riyXo#, NOA3eMHbIH rojIoC HesICHO MpOoM3HeC
noBeJMTe/NIbHOE C0BO. M Bcien 3a TeM, HeMeLJIEHHO, Kak
6bl MOBHHYSICb CHTHaly, NylleyHble BbICTpPeJbl MOTPSCAH
He6O M 3eMJI0, M Tepeld B A0ATHiH, GbICTpBIA, BCE yXo-
AWM B fanb pyxelHblii Tpeck.

SIMIMK-TaTapHH 0GepHyJcs K O6JarOYMHHOMY M 3a-
CMesICSl, CBEPKHYJ OebiMM 3y6aMH.

— KyHcsin peka... csBa jpenath Gyaem?

BnarounHHslil npUBCTaN B TapaHTace H, ¢ 6eCrOKOHHO
OblolMMCS CepAleM, Ha6mojal, Kak CMYTHOe KaKoe-TO
JABHXEeHHe NMOAHMMaJOCh Ha peke. M yx Tpeck nepewen B
rayxoe, LIyMHOe, HempecTaHHOe LIypliaHbe M 3BEHSLIHH,
Heymoskaiouuit cToH. Koraa moabexann K peke, ycneau
TOJbKO YBHAETb, KaK YHaBOXEHHasi JAOpora uyepe3 peky
C/IOMaJjiach, PacKoJo0/1ach, KOHIbI €e CTajly MeAJIeHHO OTXO-
IUTb OT GeperoB MO HAaNpaBJEHHIO TeYeHHs. A MOTOM JxO-
pora kak GObl CTala MOAHHMATbLCA Ha AbIGbl, CTOHAaTb H
6ecHoBaTbCAA. JIbAMHBI MPOMO3LMIMCHL APYr Ha Apyra, pas-
PYLaNUCh C TPOXOTOM, C LIYMJIHBOH H 3J010 Xajlo6oit. A y
6eperoB 0cBOGOAMBILHECS BOJABI YXe PajOCTHO BOJHOBa-
JHCb M DOKOTAJH, YCTPEMJSiiCb Ha BOJIO.

BaarounHHblA pacTepsiHHO orjasjencs.

Hukoro Bokpyr!

— Hasap, 6auka, ryasem! — 3acmessiCsl TaTapHH.

— MHe Henb3si Hasal, — BCKpHYad 6JaroYMHHbINH, —
MHe HeJb3si! — MOBTOPHMJ OH, CJle3asi C TapaHTaca Ha Bf3-
KYI0 3eMJIIO.

WU ckomb3s, noyTH majas, moulesn K peke.

JvHHbIA, XyAO#H, C XyABIM JIMLOM M OCTPOKOHEYHO#
60poaKO#, OH CTOSN Hajl peKoil U GeCrOMOLLHO CMOTpes Ha
XOJIMHCTYIO M JIECHYI0 ee CTOpPOHY, rie Tak G6Ju3ko Obuia
€ro XeHa.

— locnoau... uto ke aenatb? — BCKpHYAA OH, —
HeT JH TYT TAe nepeBo3a?

— Ka-a-kyit nepeBo3! — yAHBJIEHHO B3rasHyJ] TaTa-
PHH, PaBHOAYWHO CTOA Yy MNOABOAbI, — IaaTal-G6anraii
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HUKMPSAK, — 3aCMeslICi OH, — 4Yepe3 TPH AHA MapoM ry-
JsieM, a Temepb K HaM aya aiifa... neykam JexH.

— HeT, Her!

W GnarouunHblii nofowen k camomy Gepery, kak Obi B
TailHON HajexJje, YTO eMy yAacTCs nepe6paTbCs MO JbJH-
Ham. Ho nepex HMM BC& KpyTHJIOCb, JIOMaJOCh, ABHrajoCh,
B3AbIMAJIOCh M C TPECKOM Majano, — Jaxe rojoBa 3akpy-
XHJIACb Y Hero OT 3TOr0 XaOTHYECKOro JBHXKEHHS, M Ha
MHMI eMy TMOKa3aJoCb, YTO OH M CaM KPYTHTCH M YHOCHTCS
BMecTe C peKkoii, 1bX0oM ¥ TymaHoM. C oTyasHHeM CMOTpe
OH Ha TOT 6eper, Ha HEJLOCTYMHbie XOJMbl, BHICMATPHBAJ:
He YBHUIHMT JM KOro, 4yTo6bl XO0Tb nojaTh curHai. Ho Gepera
OblIM HEMbI, MYCTbIHHbI, MOYTH CKPbITHI CrYILABIIUMCA TY-
MaHOM.

U yx Han pekoil cnyckanach HOUb...

BHe3anHo 6/1aroYHHHBIA BCTpeNeHy/Csi: raie-To BO/IM3H,
3a TYMaHOM, NOCJBILIAJICSH YeJOBedeCKHH roJoc.

BiaroynHHbI npUCayIIAACS.

'KTo-TOo wen Tam, B TymaHe, NpuUOAHKAICSH, H YK
SICHO GbLIO, YTO 3TOT «KTO-TO» NMOET W BIEpPEMEeXKy pas-
roBapMBaeT C KEM-TO, KTO €My He OTBevaer.

BnarounHHblii yxe pasbupan u cjoBa:

Thl XUBH-Ka, MYXHK, TaK:
Xoau B LepKOBb, Aa B Kabak,
He xoau, MyXHK, Ha CXOZ,
He myTu yecTHoii Hapox!

M3 TymaHa nocteneHHO BbiSiBASJIACh GUrypa yesnoBeka
6bICcTpO IaraBllero BAOJb Gepera W pacneBaBluero 6ec-
NeYyHo M Becelo.

A 3a T0, 4yTO raagen,
JBa rogouka oTcugen.

durypka 6bl1a MajeHbKas, TlLeAYLIHas, HO NPOBOPHas.
PasrosapuBasa oHa, OueBHAHO, cama ¢ co6oii, n6o0 oKoJO
Hee HUKOro Apyroro He Obl10. B61M3M OHa OKasanacb My-
XHMKOM COBCeM HeGOJIbIIOro poCTa, C MaJeHbKHM JIHYUKOM,
rycTo O6GpOCIIHM KPacHbIM BOJIOCOM.
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— Ore-e, — BecCeJIO 3aKpHyajl OH, — Ja TYT MpaBo-
cnaBHble!

Bcran okoso TapaHraca.

— HoueBath aymaere? Huuero, Mecto xopousee...
cbipoBaTO 6yATO? A Beib 3TO HHKAK...

OH npuCMOTpeNCS U3-TOJA PYKH.

— HuxkudopoBckuit 61arounHHbIA?

— 4, apyr... al.

— 3apaBus xenaem!

MyXxXHK CKasal 3TO OTKPBITO M Beceso, HO ILAnKu He
CHSJI, moj 6narocjoBeHHe He NojomieN.. H 6GaarouMHHbIA
3TO OTMETHIL.

— Tbl KTO Tako#? — CNMPOCHJI OH CJerka CypoBo.

— Jla 31eWHUA-Ty TOLIHHA.

— Kaxkoro npuxoga?

— JlepeBeHCKOro.

— 30BYT-TO Kak, CMpalliuBaio?

— YenoBek Boxwuit, o6LINTLI KOXel... KAK HU Ha30BH,
TOMbKO no-nackoBeit Gyab!

BaarouuHHblit coBCeM HaxmypuJjcs.

— Yero 3ps 6oaTaewsb s3bikoM-To? Hexopowo 3To...
Hexopowo! Beab ¢ oTuOM AyXoBHbIM roBopHiub! Tbl 6bl
BOT Jyulle NMOMOr... Buauiub, aoM 6au3ko, a momacTb He
Mory.

— Illony pomo#t He nonacTb... BOT TaK WTyKa! —
BeCeJI0 3aCMes/ICA MYXHK, — a CKOJIbKO Bbl MHe, OTell, 3a
STy TpeGy Aaaute? Yepes Jel-To NPOBOANTD, HE MIajeHLA
OKpeCTHTb!

— Ckonbko xouewb Gepu rpy6GusiH M KopbiCTOMOGEL !
— B3BOJIHOBAaHHO M Pe3KO KPHKHYJ GJaroyuMHHbIA, — Moi-
MH... Y MEHSl TaM >€Ha... MaTyllKa 60JIbHa... MOXeT ObITb
npu cmeptH! A ...

— 2Kona?

MyXxuK BApPYr nepeMeHH] TOH.

— Marywka 6onbHa? — NepecnpoCHa OH yKe MOTH-
XOHbKY.

Ha munyTy oH 3agymancsi, kak Gbl MPUCAYWMBAACh K
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TPECKy M LIOPOXY PeKH, M BHE3anHbiM, PelUUTEJbHbIM Ke-
CTOM yKa3an 6JaroyMHHOMY Ha TapaHTac.

— Aiina, caguce!

IMpocutb He Hamgo GbiIO.

Yepes MUHYTY TapaHTac Tawuics BLOAb Gepera
peKH, a MYXHK LueJ Bo3je, KaKk Obl MONpbIrMBast U LieBes
BCEMH YaCTsSMM TesJa, U I'OBOPUJ ONATb BeceJo.

— Cabnub-ka Thl... A6japaxmaH... noweseausait! Ox-
HO MeCTeyko Si TyT 3Halo... 1 BeAb TyTowHuil. He Goiics,
6aTiolIKa, — MOAMHUTHYJ OH JyKaBo GJaroYMHHOMY, — YX
K MaTywke npexoctasmo Bac! He 6yab ...

OH 3amouyan.

— Kro TH Takoii? — onATbh cnpocun 6JaaroynHHbIA,
CMOTpSt UCTIOANO6bS.

— HA-1o?

Myxuk 3acmesiics.

— dyx!

— Kaxko#t apyx?

— Besgecymuit. B ckasnke cugen, — npoOKy BbilKG,
nojx 3aMkom 6blI, — B LIEJKY Bble3. A Bbl, 6aTIOWIKA, HA O
YeM He ChpallliBai... YTO Hal0 CaMo OKaxeTcsi. AGbl K
Martyuke pocraBuia! S BoT Jyuyue Bac cnpowy: o. Bacuaus
3HaeTe?

— Kypbluanckoro yro-au?

— Ero camoro.

— 3Hao. A Thl KypbIYaHCKHH, CTan0-GbITb?

— Her, 4... TakoBckuit! I'ne 6b11, No3a6bll, rae Gyay,
— HeBeAOMO. A BOT TOJbLKO CHpOLIy Bac elle: MPaBAY
roBopsaT, GYATO Ha TOM CBeTe eCTb CKOBODOJABI ropsiuxe?

BaarounHHbfl ¢ M060MBITCTBOM CMOTpEJN Ha HeEro.

— 3JT10 0o6pasHoe BbIpaXXeHWe, — CKasaj OH.

— Hy, kax Hu BbIpaxaiics, a CHAeTb, CTaloO, GbITb,
npugercsi. O. Bacunmio nepsomy! YBuaurte ero, GaTioLIKa,
CKa)xuTe: 1leJ, MOJ, MYXHK MO LOpOre, W BCSKOrO eMmy
po6pa xenan. M or Apyrux, MoJ, TaKUX xKe, TNOKJOH
nepeciai, 4YyToObl MOMHWJA, He 3a0biBaj, AE€HHO M HOILHO!
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Yx Korpa-HuOGyAb, MOJ, eMy TOT MOKJOH Ha TOM CBeTe
ayKHeTCsl... 1a MOXe M Ha 3TOM ellle AapoM He mpoiaer!
— 3a 4To Ke? — THXO0 Cnpocua 6JarOYMHHbIN.

C BHe3anHO# BCMbIWIKO#A 37100bl MYXHWK NPOrOBOPHII:

— 3a T0, yTo HOC coOaumii, rjasa KowlaybW, B TeM-
HOTe BHIAT... U cepile yepHoe!

OH oTBepHyJCA H CTajl M3-TIOJ PYKH BCMaTPHBaThCA B
CryCTHBIUMHCS Haj DPEKOI0 TymaH. bjarodumHHbli cmoTpen
Ha €ero MaJjeHbKylo, MpbIraiylo, ObICTPYI0 GHUrypKy, H
JI0GONBITCTBO €r0 HEBOJbHO BCE POCIIO.

— Jomoit naewn?

— Aiji-git... kako#i, OaTiouika, JJoO6ONbITHLIA, — C
YCMELIKOH B3rJSHY/ MYXHK, — CJblXajJ f MpPO Bac XOpo-
uee... Hy, yX CKaxy: Ha noGbiBKy upy. Kak kymaps!
Bokpyr aynas noJjeraio, Ha POAMMBIX AeTylleK MOCMOTPIO,
CYNpyry CBOIO KPENKO K CepAlly MPHKMY... 1a ONSITb B JeC.

— A rpe.. 6bI? — yxe XMypo cnpocua 6aaro-
YHHHBIH.

MyxuK BeceJo 3acMesliCS M BCKpHMYaJl C YXapCTBOM:

— B netne 6b... 1a BepeBka oGopBanach!

W on npunsaca opatb:

— Cro-0-ii... THP-p-pP...

OCTaHOBHIMCb y TyCTOro JIO3HSIKA, YEPHOro M BJAX-
HOro oT ocaikoB TymaHa. [lo BpemeHu Gbl10 Obl TEMHO, HO
BBEpPXy TaMHCTBEHHO MYTHOe MSATHO O6JMYalIo0 MecTo, rie
3a TYMaHOM B HeGe KpbWIach MOJIHAs JyHa, U NMPONUTAHHbIM
CBETOM ee TyMaH Ka3ajacsi BoJlleGHbIM NOKPOBOM, FyCTO
HaGpOLIEHHbIM Ha BOJIHYIOULYIOCS, XYTKO LIYMSILYIO peKy
n Gepera ee. MyXXMK CKpPbIICA B JIO3HSIKe, BOPOHAJICS TaM,
4YTO-TO JIOMal, pasroBapuBasi caMm c coGoil. BiarounHHblit
NpUCMaTPHUBAJCA K pEKe M MOYEeMy-TO JieC, MpPayHO TeM-
HeBIUMH MO Ty ee CTOPOHY, Kasajcs emy OJiHXKe, yeM paHb-
e, a CepAMTHbI, rAyXoit WIyM JbAMH, KaKk Obl 3aTuxal B
3TOoM MecTe. Ho MecTa 3TOro G6JaroydHHbli COBepLIEHHO
He y3HaBaJ. ToJbKO MPHCMOTPEBLIHCh, BCIIOMHKJ, YTO peka
TYT Jefajna KpyTOd NMOBOPOT M C TOH ee CTOPOHbI JaJeKO B
BOAY BJaBanacb oTMenb. OH TepneaMBO OXHJAAM MYXHKA,
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noyemMy-TO BHYTPEHHO COBepIIEHHO BBepHMBIUKUCH emy. U
KOrjJa TOT MOSIBMICA C MajJKaMM B PyKax M, NMPOTAruBas
eMy OJHY M3 HHX, CKasas:

— Tloitzem, oren!

OH MOKOPHO BblLIe3 M3 TapaHTaca, HU O uyeM GoJblie
He paccnpailuBasi, NPUKa3al TaTapUHY Yye3XaTb, €CH OHH
nepeiiiyT peky, U Mmolues BCJIel 3a MyXHKOM. Bbuio Mokpo,
BA3KO, OGeper ruavHucThId. Kasomu 671aroYMHHOrO XJIOnalH,
M eMy NPUXOJWIOCh PaCTONbIPUBATL PYKH, YTOGBI COGMOCTH
paBHOBeCHe, OTYero OH Kas3aJCsl CTPaHHOHW 4YepHOH nTH-
ued. A MyXMK Kak Gbl MONMpPBLIrMBaJ BhepeiUu Hero, Kpemko
M yBepeHHO OonMpasicb Ha naiaky. Beper Gbu1 KpyT M 06pbI-
BaJICsl, HO NMOYTH BPOBeHb C Geperom HamIacTOBAJICH TYT
Jel, leJable ropbl B3JbIMABLIMXCA HACJOeHHH, CyMpa4HO
6JiecTeBIINX B TYMaHHOM OTCBeTe JyHbL IlinacThl 3TH GblIK
KaKk Obl B HENpPeCTaHHOM JABHXEHMH, B rJyxoit GopbGe
MexJay co6oif, B 3/10if, ynopHO# cXBaTke.

— OTTa CMOTpMTE, OTell, — CKa3aJ] MYXHK, yKasbl-
Basg mnepel co6010 MajKoi, — KOCHYKA TaM TNeCHaHHas,
JeJ-TO OHa 3ajepXHBaeT, ero Cioja K Oepexxky W TNpH-
6uBaer. bor zacT, kak mo Mocty mepeiigem!

OH o6epHyJCcsi, CBEPKHYJ IJ1a3aMu.

— 3a MHoit! 3a me4yo AepHKHCh... Aa He Goiics!

W naxe kak-6yATO BbIPOC, MOKa3aJ0Ch G1aroYnHHOMY.

Ony mou Kak mo rpeGHIO rOpbl.

Myxuk oTOpacbiBal H3JOM3aHHYI0O TeHb Ha MU3rubbl
JbJa, a TeHb OJaroyuHHoro yb6eraja elle jpanablie, yXOAS
roJioBoil B KuLialMe BOAOBOPOTHL. BiarouuHHblit B cTpaxe
CXBAaTHJ MYXKMKA 3a TJIEYO: eMy Ka3aJoCb, YTO MOJ HOramm
ero BCE JABUXKETCS, KOJBILIETCS, eXEeMUHYTHO rOTOBOE NO-
rJIoTUTh ero. BnipaBo u BieBo OT cefs, MO peKe, OH BUAEN
XaOTHYeCKHUH KPYroBOPOT, GUTBY JIbJIHH, B3IbIMaBIUMXCS U
HBIPSIBIIMX, OT peku Wiea Kak Obl ¢ocdopuueckuii Gaeck,
M MOJOGHO Gy JAILMM OTHSM TaM M CSM BCTIbIXMBAJIU M
racau cepebpucTtble 6iMKU. U Ka3anoch eMy CTpaHHBIM, YTO
elle AEPKHUTCS 3TOT KOJeOMOIMACS MOCT, MO KOTOPOMY
OHM 1LV CPeiH LIyMa, TPecKa M IMIyXHX, WYypLIAlKX B3J0-
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X0B. MeCcTamu JbJMHBI CTOSIM TOPYMS, Yepe3 HUX NPHUXO-
AWJOCb nepesie3aTb, a OHM BOPYaIM H KOJbIXaAUCb, OCbl-
nascb M o6Haxas moj co0oif 4epHyI0 KHMMSLLY0 rayGuHY.
Bnarounnnbiii Gosuicsi cMOTpeTb BOKpYr ce6s, eMy Kasa-
JIOCb, YTO OH HE HJET, a YHOCHTCSl BMeCTe CO JIbJAOM, Kpy-
THTCS, najaeT... Ho My>H1KOBO miieyo 6blI0 NOJ ero pykoi.

— Toabko 6bl cepeliky mnepedATH, — THXO rOBOPHI
MYXHK, — TOJbKO Obl paHbllie BpeMsi He NpOpPBaJo...

W exnBa on 3TO ckasan, Kak FPOXOT HamoOJHUA BO3AYX,
OrJIYWHJ UX, MOX MX HOFaMM Jiej B3APOTHYJ, 3aKOJbIXaJCs,
nonos3. MyxuK, yXBaTHB GNaro4MHHOro 3a pyKaB, CKad-
Kamu Spocuncs Brepel. [Tozagu HUX 06pa3oBasCst peBYLUMit
npopbiB, B KOTOPbI C aACKMM IIYMOM YCTPEMMJIMCb 3a-
CTOSIBLUMECS JIbAHHDI, APO6SACL B KyCKH, B OCKO/KH. Kasowu
6/1aro4YMHHOrO CKOJIb3HYJHM, OH He YJAepxKajcs, ynal H
NomoJ3 KyAa-TO BHM3, 3aMepeB OT yxaca... XBaTaiacs py-
KaMM 3a CKOJb3KMe Kpas. Ho Myxuk HemeaseHHO 6po-
CHAICA Ha GPIOXO M yCres CXBaTHTb €ro 3a BOPOT.

— [loroau ManocTb, — CMesVICA OH, — KyAa TOpO-
nuibcs!

[Momor emy BbLIE3TD.

BaarounHHbIitil B3LOXHYJI, OTJISIHYJICS U MHDP MOKa3ajcs
eMy CHOM. OH BHIeJ, YTO YHOCHTCSl BMeCTE C KHIUIALIUM
JbAOM B TYCKJOE XeJATOe MNPOCTPAHCTBO H, C TOCKOI
B3rJIIHYB BBEPX Ha TYMaHHOE€ MSTHO, MBICJIEHHO MPOCTHJICS
C monajpei.

Ho myxuk Beceso ckasan:

— Ycnean!

W OGnarouuHHblii yBHAEJ, YTO OH BOBCE He IUIBIBET,
a, HanpoTHB, Geper O4yeHb OJHM3KO, TOJbKO BOKpPYr BCE ¢
IIyMSLIMM PEBOM YHOCHTCS, U OT IpebHs JNelsiHOi ropbi,
MO KOTOPON OHM TOJBKO YTO LM, HE OCTaJOCh M caexa. U
OH B3JOXHYJ elle pas. M TyT xe c yauBleHHeM yBuAeJ,
YTO MYXHK CHIMT Yy ero Hor u pasyBaetrcsi. OH xoTesa GbuIO
CTpPOCHTb, 3aUeM OH 3TO JeJNaeT, HO B3rJIsHYJ K Gepery M
noHsl. MyxuK BCTal, CIpATal B MEIUOK Camnord, 3acyuut
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Bbllle KOJIeH LITaHbl, OlLynaj] NaJKol TayOMHY BOJAbI,
CMPBITHYJ TYAa W NMOACTaBHJ GJaroYWHHOMY TJIEYH.

— Capucp ckopeii!

BnarounnHblit He 3acTtaBua cebst MPOCHUTD.

Yepes MuHYTYy OHM Obuin Ha Gepery.

W onaTe 61arounHHbI# CTOSMI M C COHHBLIM yAMBJEHHEM
CMOTpes Ha OYLUYIOLLYIO PeKy, Ha TYCKJOe MATHO Mecsila H
Ha CHUASILLEro y HOT ero MYXHKa, KOTOPbIii GhICTPO-ObICTPO
Toponsch, 06yBaJCs.

— Kak Te6st 30ByT? — NOTHXOHBbKY CIPOCHJ OH ellie
pas.

— A 3ayeM BaMm 3HaTb?

— Hims TBOe B MOJIMTBE NMOMSIHYTb.

— A Mmoxe s u B Bora-to He Bepio?

Myxuk BcTan M 3acmesics.

— TloroBopka ecTh Takas: mnpouiait, Makap, Horu
03516a1. JIo cBUAaHDbS, GaTIOIIKA... Yyepe3 rOPKY-TO M OAMH
aoiaere.

OH MOTHYJ roJioBOif M mollel B CTOPOHY.

— Croit, cToit! — Bapyr kak Obl mpocHyacs Gaaro-
YHHHBIA, — a 32 TPYABbI-TO... BO3bMH, MJIH.

Myxuk obGepHysacs ¢ Becesaoit yJbIGKOI:

— Maryuke nokJOH!

W samaran panviie BRosb Gepera, mpuUTanThiBas HO-
ramu. BiarounHHbI MOJYa, HEMOABHXKHO, C HeJLOyMeHHEM
CMOTpeJl eMy BCJel, NOKa OH He pacTas/l B TyMaHe...
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Korpa y mnaBnoBckoro absikoHa, Makapa HMBaHbiua,
3a6GoJena eHa, €My CaMOMy TNpHUNIOCh CTpsnaTb 0O0el,
XOIMTb 3a NMTHUEH U A0oUTb KOpPoBY. 2KeHa, XeHIIHWHA Kpyn-
Hasl, COOTBETCTBEHHO M XO3SHCTBeHHble MpeAMEThbl JI00HIa
Gonblude W Tsxeable. JbSKOH e, YeJOBEK MaJseHbKHil,
KPaCHOHOCHI M JIBICHIH, e€JBa YNpaBAsJCi C rOpLIKaMH M
yXBaTaMH.

IMomoraso ToabKO camoaobue.

— babbe peno — pna He caenatb!

OH cHoBan M cyeTHICS Mex Ay x6aHaMH, ropliKamMu H
KOpYaraMm, C Kpyr/bIMH OYKaMH Ha HOCY, KaK aJXUMHK
Wi po6pbiit BoJeGHUK, pa3roBapHBajl C HUMH, KaK €

ApYy3bsIMH WJIH Bparamu, — CMOTPSl MO OGCTOSTENLCTBAM,
BIIpOYeM, OAMHAKOBO AOGPOAYLUHO.
— Jle3b, Je3b, 3M01€il... BO uMs TocnogHe, — roso-

PHJI OH rOpLIKY CO LaMM, NMOTAJKMBasi ero B mnedb.

[MoTHelfl, KpacHbI, B MOTepsSIBIIEM LBET MNOAPACHUKE,
OH CaMOJIOBOJIbHO CMOTpeJ B XepJo TMeyxH, Onupasch Ha
yXBaT, KaK BOMH Ha MNHKY, U O6JAaroCkJOHHO COBETOBaJ
ropLIKy:

— Kunu Bo cnaBy Boxwuio!

Ho my 3akunesn coBceM He BO-BpeMsi, B Medd MOJA-
HUMAJICA WIYM M TPecK... AbSIKOHMLA CTOHAJa 32 Neperopoji-
KOil, npuuntasi xan06Ho. OKpYKeHHbIl TyYei0 MyX, Absi-
KOH MeTaJCsl Yy NeyH M, Npu3blBasi Ha NMOMOILDb BCeX CBATHIX,
cpaxancst ¢ yxsatamu. Ho TsixeJblit ropiIok TOMbKO KOJbI-
Xancs B NeyM, PacneCKUBAICs, CAy4aaoCb, U OMPOKHJbI-
BaJICSl, — MOKa OLHAXAbI AbSIKOH He LOJAYMaJCs MOAJIOXHUTD
Noj yXBaT CKaJKy M, TaKMM 06pa3oM, M3BJeK rOpLIOK M3
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ne4yd Ha-BeCy. ITHM OH JOJr0 XBacTaJ nepej AbSIKOHH-
e, Bo31aBasi XBaJy NperMMyLIeCTBY MYXKCKOro yma nepej
XEHCKUM, HO HHMKOrja He 3a0blBaJ CMHMPEHHO L0GaBJATb:

— Jymaelb: coBceM 4deJioBeK mponai... a 'ocnoip-To
n Hagoymua! Capinuy, kak Obl WenyeT KTO-TO Ha yX0: —
NOAJIOXKH CKaJIOUKY...

C kopoBoii 6b10 MHOrO TpyAHee. YepHas, Ge3 oTme-
THHKM, HpaBa CTPONTHBOrO, OHa NMPH OJHOM BuJe AbSAKOHA
NpUXOJAMWJIa B HEroJOBaHMe, He CTOsIa Ha MecTe, Opbika-
JaCchb M SIPOCTHO Mbl4ala, TOYHO eli HaHOCWJIM OCKopGJe-
Hue! HanpacHo absikoH nepe6upan BCe MHJble CI0Ba M
BCMOMHHAJ 3HaKOMbBIX CBSITBIX.

— Hy, croit, munas... Hy, Bo ums Boxue! YTumm 1
Muxkona yroguuk. Crto-o0-if, cTepBa!

Monagano u B 6Ok JAbSiIKOHY, U B mojpoiHuk. Torza
AbSIKOH MYCTHJCS Ha XWTPOCTH M, MoJarasi, YTO KOpOBY
CMyLLaeT MOAPSCHMK, Hajes] XKEHHWHO MJaTbe W no-6a6bH
nossidajics naatoukoM. KopoBa, xoTs M orasiabiBanach mno-
JO3PUTENbHO M C HeJOoyMeHHeM, HO CTOsJa CrokoiHee. A
JAbSKOH MpO cebsi NOCMeHBAJICA:

— TIlepexutpua Bo caaBy Boxuio!

YcTanblif, HO TOpPXKeCTBYIOLUIUHA, NMPUHOCHI OH XKeHe
NMapHOro MOJIOKAa M T'OBOPHJ:

— Cob6cTBeHHOpYYHOro yJA010... HcCmeii-ka BO 3apa-
BbHLe!

JlbsikoHMLA Jlexxana B 4YysnaHe, rjae OblIO TEMHO H
npoxnajHee, yeM B KomHaTax. OHa BO3BbllIaJaCb Ha MO-
crenn 6OJbLIOH M TAKeNOH, HEMOBOPOTJIWBON TYylIei, Mor-
Ja JABHMraTb TOJBKO PYKaMM M FOJIOBOi: BCE oCTaabHOE
pacnyx/o, HaJauaoCh, HalyJOCh; HOrM ObLIM KaK ABa Tsxe-
Jblx OpeBHa, A0Jro npoJjiexasliux B GoJsore. [bsikoHMLA
ICHO TpEeACTaBAsJa CBOe IOJOXEHHe, U OTTOro JHULO Yy
Hee ObLIO BCeria cepbe3Hoe, Kak Obl MOTPYKEHHOE B AYMY,
HO peyb CNOKOiHas.

— Ha KoHuMKe cBeTa JepxyCb, — roBOpWJIa OHa, —
BOT J0 CepAua AOHAET.. H NMPecTaBJIOCh.

Ho apsikon ropsiuo mporecToBas:

40



— He OGoiics, crapyxa. Eme mnoxuBeM BO CJaBy
Boxwuio!

— Jla a2 He 6oloch. Te6sl, Aypaka, XajJKO OCTaBJATb.
A xTOo cmepTH GoMuTCs, M B pall He monager...

— 51 xuTpblit! — 6axBanMiICH AbSKOH.

U yTelinTesbHO MOAMHMrHBaJ AbSKOHHLE:

— Iloroan, s u cMepTb nepexurpio!

OxHako G6GecnoKOHCTBO ero C KaJAbIM IHEM pOCTO.
MHoraa oH Bnajan B OTuasiHHe, YXOJAWJ B KJIeTb W TaM,
YTKHYBIUHKCD JIMIIOM B C€HO, Muiakan u rosopua bory xaio-
cTauBble cnoBa. Korjpa ke cioBa M clie3bl HCCSIKaJH, OH 1leJ
Ha peuKky, GyATbixajics B BOJe, MOLOGHO TIOJIEHIO, U Opal
Ha BCIO OKPEeCTHOCTb:

— T0-ro-ro-o... BOT Tak X0JM0J0K, BO ciaBy Boxwuio!

W BosBpamancsi k AbSKOHHILE BeCeJblH, MbITAICS 3a-
6aBJsiTb €€ THAMENOBECHbIMM LWIYTKaMH, HeOOGLIKHOBEHHO
JOBOJIbHBIN, KOrja OHa 4yTb-uyTb YyabiGanach. Houblo ke
OH 0GeCnoKOHHO BOpOYasCs, He cnaa W BCE ayman, BCE Ay-
Man o6 OZHOM M TOM Xe: KaK MOMoYb IbsiKOHHUe? O
¢denpawepe Heyero M Lymartb... 60JbHHIA 32 COPOK BepCT,
CBOEi JoWIaan HeT, coceickHe B pabore. [la u He moeneT
denbawep papom, a aeHer Her! A jpeHer-To, Xyno-GexHo,
Ha ¢eabjliepa Ja Ha JeKkapcTBa... pybaeil nsath Hago! Ha
nsaTh py6aeit nTuubl He HabepeTcs, 1a 4 Ty elle Ha 6asap
Be3TH. KopoBy npojnatb... Bcé nuTaHue!

— XoTb Gbl MOMep KTO! — IlienTak AbSKOH.

U nyranBo cnoxBaTuiCS.

— Tlpocty, F'ocnogu... 4To 3TO 4, Kak 06MoJaBUJCSH!
HeT, yx Jayulle nycTb pPOAMTCH KTO, BO cJlaBy bBoxwuio.
XoTb AOXOAY M MOMEHble, 3aTO B NMPHXO0XKAaHAX MPUPOCT.
A BripoyeM... BOT K CJIOBY CKasaTb mpo MaciieHHukoBa. 3ps
yeJIOBEK Ha CBeTe 3axkuics. Beib Tak yesoBek Ha JMOACKOW
GexHoTe OTBeNCs, YTO B Opioxe yepBb 3aBescs. KoHeuHo,
M YepBI0 HaJ0 MHUTATbCA, — TBapb Boxwus... a uenoBek-OT
Mmaetca! Bcé Gbl Ham, rasiAMlb, COPOKOYCT 3aKasanu. [la
¥ TIOXOPOHBI-TO... L0XOA Ha ueablii rox! MoxHo 6bl camoro
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AOKTOpa Ha SIMCKUX npuxkaTuTb. Ho BCE 3TO OblIM TOJBKO
MEYTBHI.

[TaBnoOBCKMI NPUXOA COCTOSM U3 TPUALATH ABOPOB, —
MHOTO JIM C HUX 32 roj Joxoiy cobepeib? A IbSIKOHY, Ha
NCAJOMUIMIUKON BaKaHCHM, BCEro TOJbKO 4YeTBepTas 4acTb
npuxoAuTcs... CBSILEHHNKOB CIOJa He Ha3Hayaj, a MpPoCcTO
CCblJIa/IM 32 pa3Hble MPOBUHHOCTH, WJIH MOJOLEHbKMX MOCHI-
Janu JAJs TpaKTHKH, B OXWAAHWUM Jyyuwlero npuxoza. U
XKW OHM 3JeChb IO Mecsily, Mo ABa, a B OCTaJbHOE BpeMs
JAbSIKOH SIBASJICS €JMHCTBEHHbIM NPEACTAaBUTENEM MECTHOIO
LYXOBEHCTBA: CJYXMWJ 4Yachbl, YTPEHIO, BeuepHIO, MOMHHAJ
NOKOMHHMKOB, uMTa] akaduCTbl, CaM TPE3BOHWJ MO Npasj-
HMKAM Ha KOJIOKOJIbHE MOJIMTBEHHOro A0Ma; AJSi COBeplle-
HHUSI JKe KPEeCTHH, MOXOPOH U APYrHuX Tpe6 Mo BOCKPECEHbSIM
npue3dxan coceiuuit 6atiowka. JbSIKOH NMPOXUA B 3TOM
NpUXOJEe yXe BOCEMb JIeT, U 33 3TO BpeMsi Nepel HUM
NMpourio, no KpalHeit mepe, TpUAUATb CBSiLIEeHHUKOB. Bce
OHHM 3JeCb CTPALHO CKy4Ya/ju M pa3BleKaNuCh TOJBKO MO-
BECTBOBAHMSAMHU JAbSIKOHA.

A 1bsikOH JMO6GMA BCMOMHMTbL cTapuHy. Korpa-to o
6bl1 CanmoXHHUKOM B ropojie, OYeHb UCKYCHbIM B CBOEM pe-
Mecse, paboTal Ha KYMLOB M rOCMNOJ BOEHHBIX.

— Ilo napucckoit Moje MOr, — XBaaWJCi OH, —
pa3 jaxe Ha ryOepHaTOplly MOJYCAmoOXKH CIenal, C Bbl-
KpyTacamy, TaK OHeHb Jaxke JOBOJbHA OCTanacb. A ropos-
ckoit rosoBa, nokoitHuk [laBen Cremanbii, LAPCTBO emy
HebecHoe, XUTb 6e3 MeHsi He MOr, MOTOMYy — HOra y Hero
BCSl B MO30JIX... He Camor Hajpo GbLIO WHTb, — MpPOU3BE-
JeHUe, MOXHO CKa3aTbh, C KOHIAUO06epOM, C KJIOMLITOCOM...
Jna kaxjpoii Mo3oabKM ocoObiit gomuk! Tak 6biBaso, Kak
HajeHeT MOIO-TO paboTKy, B3JOXHET U CKameT: — «Ge3
Te6s 6bl, Makap MBaHbiy, moruGenb mMosi»... OH-TO MeHst
B XOp YCTPOHJ.

IMo BockpecenbsiM Makap MBaHbiy nen B JoGUTENb-
CKOM XOpe, W OYeHb MOHPABMJICS BJAAajJblKe 32 CBOH OTJIHY-
HbIi TEHOp, KOrja OAHaXJbl BJajblKa CAYXKHUA B CJ106OJ-
CKOM XpaMe B JeHb npectosna Kasanckoit Boxueit Matepu.
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Baaabika npuraacun ero B cBoit xop. Makap MBaHbly cTan
apxuepeiickum Jo6umueM. Makap VBanbiu Obl1 Ha BbICOTE
cl1aBbl M moyeta. Makapa MBaHblya mpuriamiajy Ha Kyne-
yeckde cBaabObl. Ero 6pan Braabika ¢ co6oi0 MO enapxuu.
JbSIKOH PajoCTHO CMesJICs,, BCOMHHAs BCE 3TO.

— Makap HBanbiy Tyaa! Makap MBanbiy cioaa!

Pa6oTy cBO10, K HeyAOBOJILCTBHIO XEeHbl, OH 3a6pOCHA
coBeplueHHo. Ero okpyxanu apysbsi ¢ 6acaMi U OKTaBaMH,
BOJAWIM €ro Mo TPAaKTHPaM, BOCKYPSJH nepel HUM pumMHaM
M COBETOBAIM MOCTYMHUTb Ha CLEHY.

— Ta-an-n1aHT, — pblYajH OKTaBbl.

A Gacel xOopoM ryneiu:

— Bangit, 6par... eii-Bory! Bon Mmunossopos, Toxe
M3 HaUIMX apxuepefCKUX, KaKHe B ONepeTKe AEHbKHIIM 3a-
rpeGaer!

OkTaBbl Cjlerka nNpoTeCTOBAJH:

— &ur-ryp-p-a y TOro, nojioXuMm...

— A uyem y Maxkapa MBanbiua He durypa? Toabko
KaGJyKd TOBbille CAeaTh.. A OH caM mactep. 3a JIOMH-
MaJMHy KOpoJis M306pasuT!

OKTaBbl pblYaIH:

— K Chnassuckomy!

Makapa ViBaHblya 0GHMMANH, LeOBajIH!

— Hy-ka ewe rpadunyuk!

Makap MBaHbIY pacTporaHHo, co cjle3aMHM Ha rjasax,
3aKasblBal rpaduHYMK U B TO e BpeMs FOBODHI:

— Her, s T'ocnony nocayxy!

TeHopa 3auckuBanu nepex Makapom MBaHbiueM. AJib-
Tbl CJAYIIAJAHCb JABHXEHUS ero naiabua. JuckaHTa, npu
BCTpeYax, MMILAIM TOHKMMM T'OJOCKaMM:

— Makap HMBanbly, Bam nanaua kJaHsercs!

Jaxe pereHT, TOJCTHIi BeluKOJenHbll AbAKOH, 0ac,
— MOJHMK, BCerja XOJAMBIUWIA B 6eJIOCHeXHbIX BOPOTHHY-
KaX M pyKaBYMKaX, — OTHocuiacs k Maxkapy MBanbluy ¢
yBax{eHHEeM, U COBETOBAJCSA C HHM:

— A He oTxBaTaTh JM HaM cerofHsi, Makap MBaHbly,
«WNxe xepyBuMbI»-TO BopTHsiHCKOrO?
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— Bnaabika Gonee ao6ut TypuanuHoBa!

— Hy, orxBaTtaem TypuanuHoBa!

JIbSIKOH BCMOMHHAN TOTrJALUHIOW XXHM3Hb CBOK — KakK
6bl MyTelleCTBME MO KAKOMY-TO BeCeJOMy MOPIO, Ha KO-
pabne, ykpawenHom ¢aaramu. Ho B 3TOM MOpe emy
CyXJAeHO ObJIO M YTOHYTb... BeuHblll npasgHuk, C KoJjo-
KOJIbHBIM 3BOHOM, apXHepeiCKMMH Bble3JaMH, TOPXeCTBeH-
HbIMH GOrOC/NYXXEHHMSMH U NMapajHbIMH 00€LaMH... 3BOH PIO-
MOK, OOJbIINX M MaJIleHbKHMX, B JAbIMy TPaKTHPOB, Cpeiu
PHIKAIOWIMX OKTAaB M ryASLMUX 6acoB... BCA 3Ta NPHUKOCHO-
BEHHOCTb K JYXOBHOMy MHMpY npuBeJa OxHaxAbl Makapa
UBaHbiya Kk mocTynky HeoGiymaHHOMY. OH Obl1 Ha BbICOTE
CnaBbl M MOYeTa, HO 3TOro eMmy ObUIO YyXe Majo: emy
XOTeJNoCh BO BCeM ObITb mnepBbiM. Y1 B TO ke BpeMs XuJO
B Aylle TaiiHoe XeJlaHWe: OTYePKHYTb 4YeM-HHOYIb OT cels
CBOe mpouuioe, Kak Obi OKPECTHTbCS B HOBYIO XKHM3Hb M
yX HeBO36paHHO Mpe6GbiBaTh B AYXOBHO-TEBYECKOM 3BaHMH.

U oH «OKpecTuaCs» B NMPSIMOM CMbIC/E C/IOBA.

B To BpeMs cyuwecTBoBal B ropoje, Cpeiu MellaH H
peMeCJeHHHKOB, 0o6Gbl4aii: mocje KpelIeHCKOro BOLOCBSITHS
OMbIBaTb CBOM rpexu KynaHHem B <«Moppanu», To-eCTb B
npopy6u. LLlau Ha 3TO, KOHe4YHO, HauboJjlee OTHasiHHbIE roO-
JoBbl. ExBa KOHYanoCh GOrociayxeHue, Kak B pa3HbIX Me-
CTax pekH OyJATbIXaJHCb B JIeASHYI0 BOAY MOJIOALbI, C Bbl-
TapalleHHbIMH [J1a3aMH BbINOJ3aJM OTTYAa NPU TMOMOLUM
Apy3eil: UX 3aKyTbIBalH B TYJynbl U Ha GbICTPBIX TPOiKax
C ramOM MYajJM B TPaKTHPbl, I'lé OMbIBIUHIICS BbIMHBaJ
BOJAKH C OJLHOrO JAyXy, CKOJbKO MOI BMECTHTb, MOKa He
corpeBajcs.

Makapy UBaHbluy npuuUIIOCh MpojesaTh 3TO C OMNO-
8aHHeM, nocie CayxObl, KOrja peka Obula yxKe NMyCTbIHHA.
OH wecTBOBaJ, OKPYXXEHHbIH pbIYallMMU OKTaBaMH, Gaca-
MH yXe B NOANHTHH; JaxXe MeJo3ra xopa cobGpanach mno-
CMOTpPETb Ha YAWBHTE/bHOE 3peJulie.

Iy ¢ nenuem. Makap VBaHbly — Bnepexu, kKaK GObl
NoJ KOHBOEM BeJMKAaHOB, M3pbiramomux xsaay [ocmopy,
nosaiu 3Bakanu 6yGeHubl Tpoiku. [lepeBep3eB Hec orpom-
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Hblii OBUMHHBIA Tyayn, a 6ac 'poMOB aepikan NoAMbILKOH
YeTBepTb B LIEJKOBOM MelliKe M3-moj mpocdop.

Ot moposa ctosn B Bo3ayxe TymaH. Pouma Gbia ce-
pe6pucTo-6enas, HemoABH:KHasA, 3aCTbIBLIAs — KaK B CKas-
Ke. A ¢ Apyro#i CTOPOHBI, C ropbl, CKBO3b CUHEBY MOPO3HON
MFJIbI CMOTpeJ FOPOJ, XOJOAKOM CBOMX OKOH M 3anyLlieHHbIX
MeTesnsiMH Kpbilll. Tam BhICOKO B3MeTHynach K HeGy coGop-
Hasi KOJIOKOJIbHS, — C Hesl BCe elle MUIbU NMPa3iHUYHBINA
TPe3BOH.

[llecTBue octanoBuaOCH y npopy6u. OHa yxe ycnena
NOAEpPHYTbCS TOJCTBIM CJOeM Jbja, H [lepeBep3eBy npu-
uJIoCh NMpo6uBaTh ee KalbJyKaMH CBOMX Or'POMHBIX Camno-
Wy, 'POMOB ke KHYTOBMLIEM OYHMLIAJ ee Kpas.

— Tonbko nox Jen He MbipHH, — WyTUA [epeBep3es.

A T'pomoB coBeToOBaa:

— Kosu MblpHellb, 3anOMHH, BO-H-H TaM TpH mpopy-
64, K HUM IJIBIBH, OT HUX CBETOK MAET. A Mbl netb GyaAeM,
4To6 He cOuics.

Xop cmesuics. IlepeBep3eB MpayHO CMOTpesa B JIHLO
Makapa MBaHOBMYa CBOMMM BBINYKJbBIMH M OT MNbAHCTBA
KPacCHbIMHM TJIa3aMH.

— A KoJb ¥ BNpsSMb MbIpHELIb... He GOMILbLCSA?

Maxkap VBaHblY TOJBKO 3acMessiCi B OTBeET:

— Tocnoap BbyauT!

W oH BeINpLITHYJ M3 OAEXAbl Ha JeAsiHO# Mopo3. He-
MeJLJIEHHO JABOe MNeBYMX NEpPeKUHYJH eMy NOAMBILIKH Mo-
JOTeHLe.

— C Bo-r-rom! — pbiyanu OKTaBbl, CIOBHO NPOBO-
Kasl ero B JaJBHIOW A0pOry.

A xop 3arpemen:

— Bo Hopaa-a-a...Hu...

TemHass Boaa Gypauna. Makap MBaHblu XxoTesn KpHK-
HyTb:

— Ta-uu-re!

He mor.

Ha mur emy nokasanoch, YTo BCE BOKpPYr 3aMepa3io:
M polia, ¥ ropoj Ha rope, U He6o, U meBuMe — BCE npe-
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BPaTHIOCh B OJHY JeAsiHylo rabi6y. Ero GarpoBoe Jauuo c
OCTaHOBMBLUMMCS B3r/SJOM CTaJO TAaKHM CTPAUIHBLIM, YTO
neBYMe WHCTUHKTHMBHO MNOTaUlWIM ero BOH, liapamnas a0
KpoBH Teso 06 ocTpble Kpas mpopy6u. [Togo6Ho o6Mmep3-
leMy cyaaky, nosiuicsi Makap VBaHbiy u3 mpopy6u. Ou
CTal Kak Obl JepeBSIHHbIM, 3BOHKMM M JIOMKHM, JIMILIEHHbIM
JABUMEHHI, riasa cTaan Kpyriabl U 6eCCMbICIEHHBI, TOJbKO
4eJIOCTH JAPOOHO M He mnepectaBas cty4yaqu. M cryvanu
OHHM, NOKa 3aBepThIBAJM €ro B TYJYM, YKJIaJAblBaId B CaHH,
ONMPOKMABIBANN HaJ HACHJIbHO-PACKPBITHIM PTOM YeTBEpTb,
M MOTOM JIMXO MYaJH MO OXKMBJIEHHBIM YJIHMIAM, MHMO Jbl-
MSILLHKX JOMOB, Caj0B, NOKPBITHIX HHeeM, U 00JiefleHeNbIX Ha
nocrax ropoioBblX, — mnpsimo K «IlneBHe», B ryasiuem
HyTpe KOTOpOH NpHMHAINCL Yxe oTTHpaTh Makapa MBa-
Hbl4a BOXKOI M CHYTpH, M cHapyxu. Ho Makapy MBanbiuy
Ka3aJloCh, YTO BHYTPH €ro TeyeT OrHEHHAsl peKa, a CHapy-
XU BeCb MHP — JIIOAM, U TYCKJble CBEYM, U CaMblii TOMOH
JIOACKOH, — BC& 3TO CKOBaHO CTpALUHbIM MOPO30OM, OT
KOTOPOro M CaM OH HHMKAaK He MOxeT oTTaaTb. [lotom
6acel H OKTaBbl BOKPYT Hero CTalHM BbIPACTaTh JO TMIaHT-
CKHX pa3MepOB; OHM MyXJH M IUMPHIHCb M HAMOJHSIM NPO-
CTPAHCTBO, HO roJoca MX JAOCTHralM K HEMYy OTKYAa-TO
M3jaleka, ¥ OH HHUKaK He MOr pa3obpaTh M MNOHATb MX
cnoB. A orHeHHas peka Bc€ Oypiuaa B HEM M YK BBICTY-
nana u3 6eperos. K Beuepy Makap MBaHblu npeBpaTHiICs B
nblIaOLMIA KOCTep, — OH MeTaiacs B Gpely M Kpuyal, He
YMOJIKas :

— Jleiite BO-0-ay... Tywwure!

ITocne emy camomy O6bl10 YAMBUTEJIbHO BCIIOMHHATD,
kKaKk B OpeloBOM BHAeHMM OH Geran cam BOKpyr ce6si C
BeAPOM B pyKax M mjeckan Ha cebs Boay. M oH Bceraa
Obl1 yBepeH, YTO 3TO Aylla ero XJOMoTala O CraceHHH
Tena. M Ha ee KpUKM NMpHCKakala MoxapHas KOMaHia B
OCJIENUTEeNbHbIX KaCKaXx M CO 3BOHOM, LIYMOM, TPECKOM
Kauana BOLYy M3 mnoxapHoro pykaBa. [lo cioBam Makapa
MBaHblua, — OH LuMMe], KOPYUICS, HO MPOAOJAKAM MbIIATh.
A BOKpyr Hero OKTaBbl U 6achl BBIISICHIBAIN KAKOW-TO AH-
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KMl TaHell, XOXOTajH, Opajy, MeJd M IVIeCKaJM Ha nHero
ropsiueii BOAKOH. PereHT xe BCE MBITaJNCS NMPHUKPLITb €ro
TYJAYNOM, OIPOMHBIM M TSXKEJbIM, KaK Ty4a, HO TyJayn 3a-
FOPAJICSi, U CaM pereHT BCMbIXMBaJ M NMpPeBpaILaICA B A3bIK
nnameHu. A Makap MBaHbly, Wi ero aywa, BCé NMpOROJ-
XaJu BOMHUTD.

— Kauvaii, cno6oackas... xauyu-a-ii!!

Tak mnpojo/KaloCh JAOJAro, OYeHb J0Jro, MOKAa He
NOSIBWICS B OTAA/NEHHH, B HEKOEM 30JI0TOHOCHOM CHSIHHH,
apxuepeil, OKpYeHHbIil CBET/IbIMU AyXaMu. Apxuepeit npu-
6ausuacs kK Makapy MBanbiuy u GnarocnioBun ero. Makapy
MBanbliy cTano Tak pajoOCTHO, YTO OH 3aljakal, U OT
cre3 ero maams CTajlo NOTyXaTb. A MOTOM HacTymuaa
TbMa...

JBa Mmecsina nposansiacs Makap MBaubi4, a koraa
BCTaJ, MOJOGHO TeHH, M B3AyMa] monpo6GoBaTh roJoc, TO
eMy MOKa3aloCb, YTO 3TO He OH, Makap MBahbly, noer, a
BoeT oxpunwas co6aka. OH npulles B NMOJHOE OTYasiHUE.

A XeHa, HanpoTHB, BO3PajOBaaCh.

— Cna-Ba TeGe, 'oc-noxu!

— Yemy papnyewbcs-To?

— Jla XOTb BOJKY XpaTb NepecTaHelllb, COBCEM CNHJI-
cd... ¢ mnpuaTeasmu-to. M, pommwiacs po yero, — B
npopy6b moJse3!

OH yKOpHM3HEHHO M KaJOCTHO CMOTpeJ] Ha Hee.

— S nua, Kak LyXOBHOE JIMLLO... Pa3Be Thl MOXELb 3TO
nousith! §1, kak wmapp JlaBMA, BeCeJMICS mepej CBSITBIHEIO.
A Tenepp Gyay € rops nuTh, KaK CanmoOXHHK!

U on no6aBun eue:

— 1 mo coBectu noctynua... Focnoab 3TO BUAMT.
— BoT 1 oTHsin rosoc-Tto!

— Ero Boasi! A Te6e 6Gbl MOMOJYaTh... 3Haellb, KakK
Yy anocToja CKa3aHO: XeHa Aa GOMUTCH...

— Oif, kak cTpauHoO... HUCHyraaach!
— Jla, na, 60aTbCst M yBaxaTb AOJxkHa!
— Komnoaxkoit... xoyewn?
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Ona, BnpoyeM, cMessiach M B Ayule xajiena ero. Ho
OH CMOTpesa CTpOro.

— ITomonuu, nomonun... Focnoab eme oxkaxer cebs!

BoT TyT-TO M cayuunoch camoe yAuBHTeabHOe. Ma-
kapa MBanbiia moTpeGoBan K cebGe BJIajblKa, M KOrjAa
Makap MBaHbl4 IBUICS K HeMy, BJajbika AOJro ¥ MoJua
CMOTpeJ Ha Hero, nokauuBasi roJIOBOML.

— TloTepsn ronoc-to?

— TloTepsan, BAaablKa CBATHIM...

— XKanb... kanb! U uto 3Tto Tebe B3Lymansoch B BO-
Ay 7Ne3Tb, TEHOPOK Thl 3a06JyALINii?

— I'pexu xoTen OMbITb, BAAJbIKA CBSTHIH.

Braxbika 4yTb-4yTb YyJAbIGHYJCS.

— A a moamncst 3a Teb.

— 3Hawo! — ropsyo Bckpuuyan Makap MBaHblu, —
BujeHHe MHe 6b10. Koraa g mbliai, Kak KOCTep OTHEHHBbI,
Bbl SIBWJIKCb, BJIAJblKa CBSITbIf, B COHME CBETJbIX AYXOB, U
noTywmuau!

Brnagbika enie Becesee YJbIGHYJICS.

— bBnaxennbl uncTHM cepAlem, — CKasald OH.

U sagymancs.

— Yro xe MHe Tenepb JenaTh ¢ TOGOMH?

Makap MBanbiu Mosayas.

— Xouellb B AbSIKOHA?

Makap MBanbly cmoTpen, He NMOHMMasi, LIMPOKO pac-
KPBITBIMH TJIa3aMH... U BAPYr MoJuYa GPOCHMJICS Ha KOJIEHW
M noueJoBan apxuepefckuit canor. Y, kak B TymaHe, CJbl-
1A OH roJIOC BAAAbIKM:

— Tonbko jpait MHe, Blajgblke CBOeMy, CJIOBO... He
MUTD!

Maxkap MBanbiy Mosya MOAHSA, KaKk Obl B KJSTBe,
PYKy, HO HHMYero He MOr' CKasaTb, TOJIbKO 3amyakana. U
BCE B TOM )Xe TyMaHe OH Bblllles], BepHee BBIMJbI U3
apxuepeHCKoro Joma, U BCE€ BpeMsi 3TOT TyYMaH NpOpe3bl-
BaJICS SIPKUM COJIHEYHBIM JIyYOM, 3a)XMraBIUMM Aylly ero
BocToproM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ Temepb KaKyiO-TO OCOGEHHYIO
6ausoctb K Bory. — «OH 6yaeT RYXOBHbIM... YyAO CJAyuH-
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Jocb! OH GyAeT AYXOBHbIM... OyAeT HOCHTb AJHHHbIe BO-
Jocbl M noapsicHuk!». OH CHOBa MpOCJAE3WICs, U TYT XKe
Ha Kpbulblle ellle pa3 MNOAHSAA K He6ecaM pyKy M jan
TOp)KeCTBeHHOe ofellaHve: He NMUTb GoJblle HU Kamjid
BOJKH!

U caepxan ero...

BocnomuHanMs coBceM pacTpaBAsiiM Aylly AbSIKOHA.
Bcerpa emy ynaBanoch NepeXHTPUTb CBOIO MKM3Hb. YX
BOT, Ka3aJoCb, COBCEM Mponaji 4YeJoOBeK... a, MMSAMWb, H
camasi omwMOka o6paliaeTcsi Ha MoJab3y. JTO OTTOro, Ka-
3aJ0Cb €My, YTO OH BCerja NocTynaj Mo COBECTH.

A Tenepb? Yrto ke genatb Tenepb? OH Obl corsacui-
cst oTpy6uUTh cebe PyKy, eci Obl 3TO MOMOIJIO AbSAKOHMIE.
OH M MbICIIM He AOMyCKal, 4TO OHa MoxeT nomeperb! OH
KaK-TO He pasjuMyaj IrpaHHl, MexJAy COGOI0 M el0: Beib Y
HUX QJHa Aywa U oaHo Teno. OH Kak GyATO 4yBCTBOBaJ
ceOs TaKMM Xe TSXeJbIM, PacnyXIMM, HeMmOBOPOT/HMBBIM,
KaK OHa.

...OH npokpaJsicsi K Hell B 4yJaH M CeJl y M3rojoBbsl.

— Crapyxa...

— Hy?

— A uro, exenu 6abyuiky Kapsiuuxy npuraacuts?

JIbAKOHMILA TMOLIEeBeJaNIa TOJIOBOM.

— He nomoxer.

— Jla Beab OoHa BOT M Mac/ieHHHKOBA JICYHT.

— A nyuywie emy OT TOro?

— To yx neno Boxue! A Bcé-Taku uyesloOBEKy pasym
JaH: TPaBKM OHa TaM 3HaeT, Ha yrau wender. [Jsan, H
nomoxet... BO MmMa TocnogHe!

JbsikoHnia npomosayana. U IbSIKOH MPHHAA 3TO 3a
coraacwue.

Kapsiuuxa xuna Ha KOHIle yauubl, B M36yllKe, BpoOC-
weii B 3emi0 no camylo kpbuuy. Kpeiua sta Bceraa xasa-
Aach JAbSIKOHY KOCMATOi roJIoBO# BelbMbl, Tak CTapa Gbuia
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Ha Heil pacTpenaHHas BeTpoM cosoma. M3-moj Kpbiuu
CMOTpeJ Ha yJHLY TYCKJblif Ma30K — OKHO, KOCOe U Ma-
JIeHbKOe, ¥ ObLIO OHO B yriy, Tak 4To u36a kasanacb KpHu-
Boil. BHyTpH, Ha 3eM/IfiHbIX CTeHaX pa3BelleHbl OblIM My4-
KH TpaB, CWIbHO MAaxXHYLHUX, U pa3HLle CTPAlIHbe MpeiMe-
Thl, — BpoOJe pelLleTa, AJUHHOM KOYepru C Kpyrjoi 3a-
LenKoi M IIKYypbl 4YepHOro kora. Bmpouem, mpeameTbl 3TH
6bun GnarojeTenbHble, U AbSKOH XOpPOLIO 3HaJ HX 3Hauc-
Hue. Koueproii, Hanpumep, Kapsiunxa BbiOuBana xoJnepy, H
Jaxe O4eHb YCMeIIHO: B MX ceJie yMep TOJbKO TOT ueJso-
BeK, KOTOpPOro oHa Ouja, a jJajiblle XOJCpPa He MOLLIA.
Peuleto momorano mpH rosIoBHbIX G0JsiX U Apyrux G6oJies-
HAX, KOrja NPHXOAMJIOCh NMYCKAaTb HA 4YeJOBeKa JOXJIb C
moautTBoil. Ho cambiM 3ameudaTesbHbIM mNpejMeTOM Oblia
IIKypa YepHOro KOTa: OHa ObLla He3aMeHMMa NpH TPYA-
Hbix pogax... Cama Kapsiumxa Obia oueHb BeTXa, yxe C
TPyAOM ABHUrajacb, COrHyTas B TPH moruGesnu, ¥ roBopusia
cepauTbiM 6ackoMm. Y Hee OblIM cejble YCbl M BOJIOCHl Ha
nop6opoake. JbSIKOHY NpHULIJIOCL BeCTH ee nojk pyky. Ona
BCE OCTaHaBJMBajlach, YTOObl OTABIIATLCH, U 6acuaa:

— A Tbl npuMeuaii: KOJAM LYHY Ha Hee, a OHa COTpS-
CeTCS... 3HaYMT, CMepTYLIKa NpHILJIA.

JbSKOH caM ApoXal OT OXHAAHWS.

Ho apsikonuua He corpsiciacb. OHa X0JOAHO CMOTpesa
Ha Kapsunxy u MelJeHHO noBOpayMBana roJIOBY, Cleis,
kak Kapsunxa paspyBaja yriu CBOMM CepAMTHIM PTOM, Kak
NOJIOXHKAA OHA YIJM HAa CKOBOPOAKY, — KaKMM-TO TaH-
CTBEHHBIM Y30pOM, BpOJe OCbMMKOHEYHOro KpecTa, —
NoChinaja Ha HUX TPaBKH, 3aibIMHMBIUeH roJyGoBaThIM Jbl-
MOM, NMOTOM MOMOJIMJIACh Ha IOT, Ha BOCTOK, Ha CeBep M Ha
3anaj, ¥ ObICTPO-ObICTPO 3alllenTajta Haj, YrisMu:

— CBAT, CBAIT... CBSAT, CBST...

JbsiKOH efBa y/naBaMBaJ ee LIOMOT.

— ..Boanuka mpoxsnagHas, oT Tpex kJioueil Gparas,
yronex Boxuit o6moii! Kak Marb IlpecBsary-Boropoauuy
nouna, pa6y Boxbio ®eknywky Hanoil. Kak Teao Xpucra-
Cnaca B OpaaHb peke ombi1a, Teno pabbl Boxbeit dek-
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JAymwiku omoil. TpsCOBHUILy, OrHeBHLly OTFOHM C CECTpPaMHu
JIUXHMH...

W onsith:

— CBAT, CBST... CBAIT, CBAT...

Ho xorapa Kapauuxa, kOHYMB CBOH TaMHCTBEHHBbI! H
CepAUTHIH 1IONOT Haj YrisMH, TPU pasa AYyHyJa B JHILO
60JbHO, BMecTe ¢ HaOpaHHOI B POT BOAOI0 M 3THM CHHe-
BaTblM, OCTPO-MaxHYIUMM JbIMKOM, IbSKOHMIA 3aKallJs-
Jach, OTBeJla CKOBOPOAY PYKOH M 4YyTb-4yTb YJbIOHY/IacChb.

Kapsiunxa cepauTo 3aTpsicia cBoeit cTosleTHeit ro-
JIOBOI.

— A 1Bl Bepb! — npo6acuia OHa, — He TO He MO-
MOXET...

— MeHs AbSKOH KaJIblifi JeHb 3TUM JIBIMOM-TO Yro-
11aeT, — MOIIYTHIA IbSKOHULA.

Kapsiunxa paxe 3arpsiciach W 3anjeBana.

— Bepsb, rosopio... Bepb!

JbIKOoHHMIIA THXO CKasaJja:

— 41 Tocnony Bepio.

M orBepHyaach Kk cTeHe.

INpouwsto Heckosbko xHedd. HampacHo AbsikoH, ¢ Tait-
HbIM OXHJaHHEM, BHHMAaTeJbHO NMPUCMATPUBAJCS K AbSKO-
HUlEe, — el He Obuto Jerye. OHa Jexaja BCE Takas xe
TsXKeJasi U HeNoLBH)KHAs, TOJNbKO CKJajKu Ha ee ry6ax
CTaln Kak-TO CypoBee, U OHa CMOTpeJa MOAOJTY, Hemnoji-
BHXKHO M TYMO KyJAa-TO B OAHY TOUYKY, B CTEHy 4yJaHa,
CIOBHO yXXe BHJAeJa CMepTb TaM, B HOrax MoCTesH, rjie B
LeM TNPOHMKANM MblIbHBIE JY4H.

W ona yabi6anacb UM A0Jroi, HeMmOABHKHOM y/IbIOGKOM.
He Bcerga oTBedasa M Ha CJlOBa JbSKOHA... Kak OyATO
CBeT/Ible M Becesble AYXH CMOTpEJH Ha Hee CKBO3b CTEHbI
M O YeM-TO eil pacckasblBaji, — O 4YeM-TO HEeBELOMOM, HO
yxe 6anskom. XKanko O6b0 ABSAKOHY CMOTpeTb Ha Hee.
OnsTb yXoAusa OH B KJeTb, MJIaKad M LIENTan:

— CMepTylIKa-MaTyllKka, He OTbIMail y MeHSl AbSKO-
HULLbI!

Kak-To oH B TOCKe OGpOAMJ MO CTenH, 3aiyMaBIUHCh
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M nepeGupas B yMe BCSikMe CrMocoObl NMOMO4Yb JAbSIKOHHMILLE,
KaK BIPYT CTOJIKHYJICSl Ha LOpOre C 4eJIOBEKOM, BHUJ KOTO-
poro ero cHauajla aaxe ucnyraj. YesnoBek Obl1 o4eHb CMyT-
JIbIil, MOYTH YEPHBIHA, POCTOM C NMPUAOPOKHYIO BEpPCTY, PYKH
y Hero MOXHaThle M YepHble, U CaM MOXHaThIi, Ir'yOsl Kpac-
Hble, a TIJa3a MpauHble M TMbLUIKME, TOYHO HCTOYABILHE
KpacHOBaThbiii CBeT. JIbSIKOH MOAYyMaJ HEeBOJBHO, YTO Mepej
HHM JEMOH, NpUSBILMI BUJL 4eJOBeYeCKHUil, BpOJje TeX My-
PMHOB, YTO SIBJASIMCb MyCThIHHMKaM. Ho Ha pemHe y nosica,
NepenosichbiBaBLUIEro MbUIbHYIO, YEPHYIO PyOallKy 4esoBeKa,
60/ TaINCh KaKHe-TO TAaWHCTBEHHble MpPeAMEThl, MO KOTO-
pPBIM JIbSKOH HEMENJIEHHO 3aKJIOUWJ, YTO MNepej HUM KO-
HOBaJL.

U ero ocenuna Gnectsuiasi MbiCJb.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, 3ApaBCcTByiiTe, BO uUMsi Boxue! —
CKa3al OH.

Yes0oBeK OCTAHOBWJICS M B3IJISIHYJ BONPOCHUTEJBHO.

— Tlo o6auublo BalleMy CYXY... He JieKapb JU KOH-
CKHUi1?

— Hy?

— 3BaTb-TO Kak?

— Jauuno.

— Mozxere Bbl, JJaHWIO, HanNpUMep... €XeJu OMyXoJb
M0 BCEMY TeJleCH, U B HOrax OTsKeJeHue?

YesoBek mopyman M MpayHO CKasau:

— KpoBb nyckaio.

— Ilomoraer?

— Ilomoraer... KOMb He CLOXHET.

OrHeHHble rya3a yYeJOBeKa TAMHCTBEHHO BCMBIXHYJH
M OH 3arajoyHo 3acMesiiCs.

— DBexk6ynaToBa 3Haelnb?

— 3emckuit B 3aBanumuHe? Kak He 3HaTh.

— Amaneka 3Haelwsb?

— Kro Takoii?

— 2KepeGen, ero. Xopp-ommii xepeGen! KpoBb ny-
CKaJl, COBCEM Ha HOTH CTaBHJ.

— Uszneunnn?
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YenoBek MaxHyJ roJioBOii:

— Cpox!

— Kak e, u3BHHHTE... Bbl TaK JieYyUTe?

YenoBex B3IJIAHYJ] MpayHoO.

— He s neuy, Bor Jjeunt. S KpoBb myckaio!

JbsSIKOH CMOTpeJ Ha Hero B CMYLIeHHWM M AyMaj npo
ce0sl: UbIraH WM MoJfaBaH? UM onsiTb OH Kasaicsi emy
GecoM B uesoBeueCKOM o0pase: MypUH, KaK eCTb MYPHH,
¥ raasa, kak yriade! Ho xenanue xoTb yeM-HHOYyAb MOMOYb
JAbSIKOHHLE NOGOPOJIO ero COMHEHHS.

— A He 3aiigete au Bbl, JlaHuno, poGpeHbKH GYAbTe,
KO MHe, KO IbSIKOHY 3JlellHeMy? Yk s Bac nmo6jarozapio,
yem l'ocnoxp nouer.

— TMoaTtuny Gepy, — cCKasajl 4YeJOBek.

— Bo uma Boxwue.. moxHo! 3axogute. JbsiKoHa
CIpOCHTE, KaXAbIH MOKaMeT.

YesoBeK MOTHYJ roJioBoii M noulea no popore. Jpsi-
KOH CMOTpeJ eMy BCJelA, Kak OH BblllaruBajd, NoAio6HO
YyepHOil BepcTe, CJerka pacKauuBasiCb M MNOAbIMasg MNbllb
orpoMHbiMH canoxuuamyd. OnaTb eMmy BCHOMHWIMCH My-
CTHIHHUKH, M OH PpEIIWJ HUYero He TOBOPUTb IbSKOHHILE,
yTOObI HE UCMYraTh ee 3apaHee.

— Ilpuger, Tak nepekpeuly ero c3agu, — AyMaj OH,
— kosu Gec... paccoinercs!

KoHoBasn mpuuies BeyepoM, KOrjia JIbSIKOH LOWJI KOpO-
By. KoHOBan yJabIGHY/ACS OYeHb CJAaiKo, NOXOLIEA THXO,
CXBaTHJ JbSIKOHA 33 FPYyJAb... U OTNPSHYJ B U3YMJIEHHH.

— Bor Te Ha, — cKasajg OH, — a A AyMmaJ, JeBKa
cuaur!

JbSIKOH B SIPOCTH IOJIHSJICS.

— Jypak... Bo ums bBoxue! IJto a1 Hazen, yToObl
KopoBa He Oosiack. Jla M JAeBKy HuwTO mnojgobGaer 3a
Tpyaku xBaTaTb? BoT Bbl U OKa3anu ce6si HEUUCTOMJIOTHO...

Ho oH ToTuYac xe CMSAryuics.

— Cnacu60, YTO MpPHILIH.

— [IlokasbiBaif, — CepAMTO CKa3aJ KOHOBajl, — He-
KOTJa MHe JSIChl TOYMTD.
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JbSIKOH molles; KOHOBaJ 3a HHM, HO Yy KpbuibLA
OCTaHOBHJICS.

— Hewro B usbe?

— A rze xe ewe?

KoHoBan npHHSAACS CMeSATBHCS.

— Hy u uynak, apsikon! Xoaur B GaGbeit 100ke, H
Jolajb B KOMHAaTe JAEPXHT.

— Jlo-owaap?! BO33pHACA AbSAKOH, — YTO 3TO Bul,
BO MMsi Boxtve... MO0 AbSKOHMLY 3a JioWIaib MouuTaele?

Hepopasymenue Buisichunocb. Ho konoBan obupesncs,
rJ1a3a ero 3aropeiuchb, KaK yri, ¥ OH MPUHSJICS PYraTbCs.

— Yartb, 9 KOHCKMit J0XTOp. A 3TOH ApSIHU He Jeuy...
mopeit-to! Yero 3sps 3san!

TeM He MeHee, Ha yGeiuTesbHble NMPOCbObI JAbSKOHA
OH MoOLIeJ TaKH B3rJSHYTb Ha AbSAKOHHLY. JbSAKOHHMIA Aa-
e MChyrajaach, YBHAEB B NOJYyTbMe YyJaHa YEpPHOro ue-
JIOBeKa C OTHEHHbIMM ria3amu. OH MOCMOTpEJ NMPHCTAJIbHO
eil B JIMLUO M TKHYJA OrpPOMHBbIM MaJjblieM B XKHBOT.

— KpoBb Hanunac, — ckasan OH, — 4YTO e, My-
CTHTb MOXHO... KOpOBaM MOMOraer.

W MpauHO B3risHy/] Ha JbSIKOHA.

— Tonabko 3a 3T0 pynb!

A 1psikOHMIA LIenTana:

— Koro 3To Thl npusea?

— KoHckmii nexapb, cTapyxa.

— KownoBan?

OHa cMoTpesa Ha AbSIKOHA KPYIJIbIMHM T/1a3aMH.

— Jla Tl y MeHfi... COBCceM Aypakom ctai!

JbSIKOH CMYILEHHO LienTan:

— A, moxer, nonpo6oBatb, crapyxa? IlyCTHTb... BO
ums Boxwue?

JAbSIKOHHLIA He OTBeyajla eéMmy, nocMmoTpesia elie pas
B MblIAIOLIKE IJ1a3a BO3BbIIIABILEroCs HajJ Hel, MOL00HO
TEHH, YepHOro uejoBeka, MENJIEHHO, C TPYAOM TepeKkpe-
CTHJAaCb M OTBEPHYJaCb K CTEHE.
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[ToTroM y 1abSIKOHA C KOHOBAJOM MOJHAACA WIYM Ha
aBope. KonoBan TpeGoBan naathl 3a GecnokoiictBo. M Tak
KaK IbSIKOH He XeJal MJIaTHTb, KOHOBaJ NpHilesn B SpOCThb
M TNIPUHSJICA TOHATbCS 3a kypuueit. Kypol jeTteam Ha Kpbl-
1KY, Ha 3260pbl, 2 KOHOBaJI NPOTArUBaJ K HHM uepHble PYKH,
ewe GoJjee myrasgs MX CBOMM BHAOM.

Ho TyT u AbSIKOH Bnaja B fpOCTb.

— A-a... To1 Tak! Iloroau, noroxu, si-Te ceilyac 3a-
niady 3a 6ecrnokoicTBo... BO caaBy Boxuio!

OH Gpocuncs B KJaeTb, 4TOObl HalTH Kakoe-HHOYIb
opyave. ¥XBaTWl TaM BWJbl, HO KOrja OH BbiGexan BO
JLBOp, KOHOBajla He Obl10. JbSKOH BBICKOYMJ 3a KaJUTKY,
HO M Ha yJHle HUrje He ObLIO BUAHO KOHOBaJa, CIOBHO OH
CKBO3b 3eMJI0 NpOBaJuiaCs. [IbSIKOH mepecyuTan Kyp H
OJHOIl He jaocuuTajcs. B HepoyMeHuM M CMylLLeHHH Bep-
HYJCSl OH K JAbSIKOHMIE, M Ta, MOPYraBllM ero, o6bSICHUIA
eMy, 4TO 3TOT YeJOBeK IOKa3aacsl eil caTaHoi: OH, Ha-
BEPHOE, XOTeJ eil KPOBb IS TOTO BbIMYCTHTb, YTOOBI AYILY
cebe B3sTb. JIbSIKOH Jaxe axHyJ OT TaKOro COOOpaxKeHWs
u B aywe obOpyran cebs, 4yTO 4yTb ObUIO He Jajl 4HOpPTY
ce0s NMepexXuTpHUTh.

— IlepekpecTuTb-TO 5 ero u 3abbui!

U npsikoH moyecas B 3aThLIKe.

— To-To 0H cO 3/10CTH M Clanal BCE-TaKH KypHHYIO-
TO Ayuly.

— YHec?

~— C nepbsamu!

-— Te6e, nypaxy, Bnepen Hayka. M1 octaBb Thl MeHs,
paau ocnoxa, ymupatbh B MOKOE.

JAbsikOH npyvmesa B OTHasiHHe M CeJl y Heésd B HOorax.

— He roBopu Tbl MHe Tak, cTapyxa... He Tep3ail Moe#l
aymn! Yx 9 uro-Hu6yap npuaymatro. ocrmoabp ykaxer!
[Momuuib, kak OH MHe MPO CKAaJOYKY-TO LIENMHyM?

JIbSIKOHMLIA MOCMOTpEJa Ha Hero C COXajeHHeM.
— CoBce-e-M THI Iaynblii y MeHs...
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BrocneacTBuu AbSKOH elle GoJjiee ykpenuiacss B yOe-
K AEHHH, YTO MMeJ AeJI0 C MyPHMHOM, KOrjJa OKasajloCb, YTO
KOHOBaJ Mucye3 GecCJeJHO, U YTO B JepeBHe ero HHUKTO
Jaxe He BHAAJL

Il

B Houb mnocie noceuieHUss KOHOBaja JAbSAKOHY NpHU-
CHWJICS CTpallHblii COH, OT KOTOpOro OH, BMpoueM, MpO-
CHYJICS B BeCeJIOM HacTpoeHuH. Buaen oH 3amepsiuyio peky
u Jec B cepebpuctom uHee. OH CHOBa, KaK KOrja-to, e
K mpopy6H, HO LUeJ OH Tenepb OJNWH, B HOYHOW MrJje U B
THIINHE TaKO#, YTO BO3AYyX Ka3aicsi 3amep3wnm. CepeGpu-
CTO-MYTHBIM MSATHOM 0G03HAYMAacCh NMPoOpyOb... OH OCTAHO-
BWICS Ha Kpaio ee, U Tam, B riyGuHe, YBHLeJ TyMaHHOe
OTpaXkeHHe Mecsilla. 3ayeM OH MpHLIes Cl0Ja, OH U CaM He
3HaJ, HO YTO-TO MYTHOe B HEM CaMOM NpHBEJNO ero Cioja.
OH cMoTpen B npopy6b, Ha OTpaXeHHe Mecsila B Hei... H
BAPYr yBHMIeJ, KaK 3TO OTpaXceHHe MeJJIEHHO 3aKpbula
TeHb, Kak OyATO KTO-TO BBICOKHH BCTaJ Ha Kpaio Mnpo-
py6u. OH MOAHAN riasa M TOTYAC MOHSJ, YTO Mepei HUM
CTOHT CMepTh.

Ho oH He omyTna ctpaxa.

— Bort ceituac... ceityac, — ayman oH.

A uto «ceityac», He 3Has M caM. BnaBiuue rsasa cMmor-
penn Ha Hero, 4eJIOCTHM Js3rajiu kak Obl oT Mopo3a. Ha
BLICOKOM KOCTSIK€ HaKMHYT GblI, MOLOGHO YepHOi MpoCThI-
He, JJIMHHbIA mJall, — TakoMH, Kak B Gbl1oe BpeMs HOCHI
okTaBa IlepeBep3eB, a wasna, kak y 6aca I'pomoBa, mupo-
Konosasi. 3aMeTH/ OH TaKxe 3a IJieYaMH KOCYy, CBepKaB-
1Iyl0 Ha MeCfille TYCKJABbIMH NSATHaMH.

Ho Bcé-Taku absiKOH He Gosica. OH BCTaln Ha KOJIEHH
M Hayal O YeM-TO JOJr0 M XaJOCTHO mpocuth. OH paxe
Chbllia] CBOM rojoc, Ho He pas3bupan caoB, Kak OyATO
rOBOPHJI KTO-TO NMOCTOpPOHHMA. W TyT B3rasan ero ynmana Ha
HOT'M CTPAaWHOr0 KOCT$Ka: HOTH 3TH, C IJUHHBIMM KOCTSi-
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HbIMH MaJbllaMH, MOXHMMAIKUCh M CJerka Tpewand, Kak Obl
OT HEBBIHOCUMOro Xxojoja. M Xalko CTano AbSAKOHY... OH
ceJ Ha CHer ¥ TOpONMBO cGpocua canorH. JIoMxHO GbITh,
OH TPOCWJI CMepTb NMPHMEPHTb MX: OHa, CTyya M Tpelwa
BCEM KOCTSIHBIM TeJIOM CBOMM, ceaa. Ho canmoru Obuin KO-
MapHHble JJs ee OrpoMmHbix Jan. M onsaTb oHa Bcrana, W
yX cTana eiie 6oJblie, BHITAHYAACh U Pacnyx/aa, U AbSKOH
ycabixan, Kak Obl OTKyAa-TO M3jajieKka, ee CyXoii, cTpail-
HbI{f, TPecKy4uit rosoc.

— Cuweit... mMHe... canoru!

U Bpa3 npochynacsi. OH Jexan B TeMHOTe C OTKpbI-
THIMHM TJIa3aMH, a roJOC M CJOBa 3TH BCE ellle 3By4Yalu B
ero ywax. BHe3anHo oT BCKOYMJI, OXXHBJEHHbI U BeCeJbli...
KaK BCE 3TO paHbllle He NMPHUILJIO eMy B rojioy? Tenepb OH
3HaJ, 4To emy jenatb. OH Ha UbINOYKAX MPOKPaICA K
AbSIKOHMLE; Ta Cnajna, TAXKeJo Abllla, U BO CHe CTOHa’ja.

— Cn, cny, crapyxa, Bo caaBy Boxwuio! — wenTan
OH, NMOCMeMBasiCb U MOTHPAs PYKH.

Enle yTpo He 6pe3xumno. JbsikOH NOCTaBH/A CaMOBap H
npejaicsi 4YaemuTHIO Ha JABOPOBOM KpbliblLle, MeyTas H
CcMOTps. Ha He60, KOTOpOe JeJaJoCh MOCTeNeHHO CBeTJee,
— 3Be3jJbl Ha HeM racji, H BOCTOK YKe ajel.

C HeTeprieHHeM HOXAABLWIMCh MOJAHS M HUYEro He
roBopsi AbSIKOHMLE, AbSKOH HampaBWICA K MacjeHHHKOBY.

Jom Mac/ieHHHKOBA LIMPWICS M BBICWICH B CaMOM
LleHTpe JepeBHM — OGOJbLIOH, HeyKJIOXHil, YepHblil, Kak
JUO TPYOGOYUCTA, C MajleHbKHMMH OKHaMH, NpHAaBaBLIMMH
€My BbIpa)X€HHe XHTPOCTH, JYKaBCTBa U B TO e BpeMs
KaKoW-TO 3acCThiBlUeH, Tsxkeaoi Mmbicau. Lllupokad, rpsisnas
3aBa/IMHKA, KaK TrOJIEHHMILle Canora He MO HOre, M JLajeKo
CBeCHBLIASICA 3a CTeHbl, MPOrHMBILAS JAepeBsHHas Kpbllia,
Nnoxoxasi Ha NMOMATYIO LIMPOKOMOJYIO LIIAMY, NMPHAABaIH
JOMYy BHJ, HHU3KOPOCJIOro, HO ILUHPOKOro B mJjeyax pas-
6oiiHMKa, OpyAHe KOTOpPOro — TOMOP, 3HaK MOXapHOH mo-
BUHHOCTH — OblJIO M3006paXeHO TyCTOH uepHO#l Kpackoi
Ha yray jaoma. XoTs AOM 3TOT CTpoua euie gel Macraen-
HUKOBa, HO caM MacjeHHuKOB Gbl1 06pa3om M nojobuem
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cBoero jgoma. llIupokuit, Heykmoxuil, BoJOCaThIH U 3aro-
penblit 10 YEPHOTHI, OH JieXaJ B NPOCTOPHOW TeMHO# rop-
HHLiE Ha TpeX COCTaBJeHHbIX BMeCTe M NMPHUKPBITHIX OBYHU-
HaMM JlaBKaX, TSKeJO, TPYAHO XpHUINeJ, HO B3rJSHYJ Ha
BOLIEJUIero JAbSIKOHA 30PKMMHM, O4YeHb XMTPbIMM M OT 60JM
3/IbIMK TJ1a3aMH.

— 3nopoBeHbku Gyabre, Mukura EBcTUrHeeBnu, —
CKasaJl JAbSIKOH, MOKPECTHBLIMCh Ha WMKOHBI U MOAXOASl K
XO3SIMHY.

ToT ¢ TpyAOM NpOTSHYJ BOJOCATYIO Jamy.

— 3apaBcTBYyii, AbSKOH, 3ApaBCTBYit!

Ho cmoTpen moznospurenbHo.

— Yero npuwen?

— Ilposenarts, EBCTHrHeeBUY... NeJ0-TO COCEACKOE.

— Hy, canucs!

OH Mosayan M CMOTpeJ] Ha JAbSIKOHA.

OH JApllIaN Tak XpUMJIO, MEIJEHHO W TSXeNOo, YTO
HanoOMyHAM JbSIKOHY YMHPAIOLLEro MeXaHH4YeCKOro TYpKa,
Ocman-naiy, KOTOpOro JAbSIKOH BHAe]1 B ropoje B na-
HONMTHKyMe. MacC/IeHHHKOB TMOJOXWJI PYKy Ha JXHUBOT H
clerka raajiuia ero.

— TIpbi3b... 3amyuuna rpei3b, AbsikoH! 3a uto Toc-
NoJb Hakaszan?!

M MacaeHHHMKOB CTaJ ponTath M 2KajoBaTbcsi HA bo-
ra, KOTOpblif Hakasal ero, HeBeioMO 3a urto. I[loTom oOH
CTal XKajloBaTbCA HAa MYXHWUMILEK, OTOMBLIMXCS OT pYK,
Ha 6aly, KOTOpasi HM4Yero He CMBICIUT B Jesnax, — «4e-
TaTb-NeCaTb» He YMeeT.. a MOpPa-TO CTPajHsAs: LOJrH
cobupaTh Haj0 MO pacmuCKaM, y4eT Hal0 JeJaTh, Ha
noasx 3a paboToil ciaeIuTb. A MYXHMYMILIKM KpUYaT: —
«KyJbl eMy... BCé paBHO cloxHeT». U cMeloTcs M panylorcs,
noxneupl! beiBano: — «Mukuta EBcTurHenu, Muxura Es-
cturHenys... Toamo#i xoxaT, 3a kKadTaH XBaTaWT: —
«6naroxerenb Haul!y. A Tenepb X0Tb Obl KTO HOC MOKasals,
XOTb Obl POXY KTO B OKHO BCYHYJ: — JeCKaTb, KaK Thbl,
Muxnra Escturnenu? Opun Jjexut Mukura EBcTurheuu...
JeHb M HOYb... CHy Her. Bba6a Ha noJasix paspbiBaercs... A
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HOYbIO MeCHsi MMMO aoma. Bce oano moioT: «nomep, nomep
Halwl AHTOIIKA, NPUXOXY §, — rpo6 Ha Hoxkax!» Xo-
POHAT, MOJAJelbl, XKUBOro B rpo6 kaanyr. A Bacbka lo-
JIOLLLAMNOB, TNMbSHHLA, Y KOTOPOro OH BeCHOH M36y-TO OTO-
6pan 3a 20T, BCTaBWJA 00pasuHy CBOIO B OKHO M 3/I0PajHO
CrpalliuBaeT:

— He cnox ewe?.. Hy, croxueusn!

Mac/ieHHHKOB CTPalIHO M ILIYMHO XpHMeJ.

— He cnoxHy, AbSKOH, He CHLOXHY!

M cBepkan Ha AbSKOHAa MaJIeHbKMMH TJIa3KaMH.

— Eme mnokaxy HM, CYKHMHbIM IeT$IM, KTO TaKoOi
EBcturnenu! M-ma-a-cio BbkMy M3 HuX! JKa IUTyKa...
rpoi3b. Ilpoitge-eT! ¥ xgeaa Gbu1o, ABa rojga Baasics... HU-
4ero, BCTal.

— JlokTopa 6bl BaM nosBaTb, EBCTHrHend4, — po6ko
CKasal AbAKOH, NUTas TalHYI0 MBbICIb.

— MHo-o-xTopa! Hdo-xTtopa!

MacneHHHKOB IIYMHO M NPEe3PUTENbHO IUIIOHYI.

— bBa6a Toxe kJOXueT: n0-0-XTOpa, nAo-xTopa! A
4ero OHM CMBICAAT, goxTopa-Te? Jlo-oxtopa! 3apasy my-
1aTh... XoJaepy, Hanpumep! ITO MX Ae0... 6e360XHHKH!
3aesxan pa3 KO MHe OJAMH TaKOMH-TO, WANKY nepej MKOHOH
He cHsil. Jlo-oxtopa! Kapsiumxa MeHsI JIeUHT... MOJUTBOM!
OHa MOJMTBY MOXeET LIeNTaTh Ha BCsIKylo Bewb. Ha Boay,
Ha yriv, Ha TpaBy uwenyeT. YepBsi TOJBKO MOJMTBOH He
BO3bMelllb... 4 § MEHsl He YepBb, — TIpbi3b!

JbsSIKOH MCKOCA B3IVISIHYJ Ha KOJBIXAKOWMUHACA XKHUBOT
MacneHHMKOBA M He MOBEpUJ: €My MOKasajoCb, YTO TaM,
BUAMMO JJSl /a3, LIeBeJHTCA W M3BMBaeTcs 4epBb. OH
rpPyCTHO MOTYMHWJCS OT Heylauu cBoero mpexnpusitus. Ho
y Hero GbLIO M JApyroe, M OH 3aroBOpHJI, TaHO Aymasl, KaK
6bl MCKyCHee MOJAOWTH K JHeny.

— 2Ka-a-sb... a TO 6bl OH M MHe CTapyXxy, KCTaTH...

— Kapsauuxy nososu.

— 3Bai...

— Yro xe?

JbsKkoH Ge3HalexHO MaxHyJ PYKOH.
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— A MHe mnomoraer, — Xxpunea Mac/JeHHUKOB, —
NOUIENYeT, U 3aMpeT Ipoi3b-TO. [la BOT yxk, BEPHO rOBOPIO,
MOCMOTPHLUb...

Mac/ieHHHKOB PafOCTHO OCKJIaGHJICS.

— Yepes aBe Hexean BCTaHy!

— Jlait boxe, — ckasajl JAbSIKOH C COMHEHHEM.

— Bepro! U Kapauuxa rosoput.. a y Hell Belb
Hayka-To OT 6aGylKH, CTO JeT eiiHOii HayKe-TO. 3Ha-a-eT.
Bot BcTaHy, u Ha oxoty noiay. Cocky4M/Cs Mo pyXxbio, a
Tenepb camast nopa. Cibixas, Kak o HOYaM NMTHLA KPUYHT?
Besne kpuuut, Besge rorouer... 3oBer! Ox, ayma mos
TOCKYeET...

MacneHHHKOB Jaxe chejal TOMbITKY NPHMOAHSATHCA
Ha JIOKOTb, HO TOTYac GeCCHIBHO OTKHHYJICS.

— Bor TOJABKO, — MOMOJYaB, CKa3ajl OH, — Canoru
He rogaTcs.

JbSIKOH HaCTOPOXKHUJICA.

— Kakue camoru?

— Moy, oxoTHUIKH. PxaBuumHa mnoesa, NPOMBIKATb
CTadd. A MacTep-TO BOH rje... 3a COPOK BepCT!

JbsikoH 3amep. Mac/ieHHHKOB CaM 1lieJl eMy HaBCTpeuy.

— Mukura EBcTHrHenu! — BCKpHYaa JAbSIKOH, — a
BEJOMO BaM, YTO 51 KOrAa-To OblI... HCKYCHBIX JeJ MacTep?

— Kakux Takux gen?

— Ha cuer camoros-to.. um Bcero mnpouero! Ha
rJIaBHO#M yauue B ropoiy, Ha HukonaeBCKO#, macTepckyio
nmesa. Ha camoé ryGepHaTopily pa3s noJyCamnoxKu Aesal...
no BeHCKOH Moje, ¢ BblKpyTacamu! A yx rocmoga BOeH-
Hble TaK oveHb Jaxe GrarogapHs! Obui. Hempomoxaemasi-
TO 00yBb, HaJ0 BaM CKa3aTb, EBCTHrHeu4, mo Moel, Kak
FOBOPHUTCS, CHELHMAIbHOCTH!

WU IbsiKOH Jaxe pajoOCTHO PpaCTONMBIPHA Najblibl B
BO3JyXe:

— Bo uma Boxue!

MacneHHHKOB J0JIr0 ¥ BHMMAaTeJbHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hero,
MOJYa CMOTpeJ CBOMMH XUTPBIMH IJIa3KaMH, Kak Obl YTO-TO
B3BelLUMBasi, NOTOM KPHKHYJ LIYMHO M XPHILIO.
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— Ma-a-Tb... a, matsb!

HukTo He oTo3BajCA.

— Towapse-ka, abskoH, 6aby... Ha ABOpe rie-HUOYAb.

JIbSIKOH € TpeneulyliMM CepALEM Bbille] Ha JBOPOBOE
KPbUIBLLO M JOJrO CMOTpeJ Ha 4YepHble MOCTPOMKH, MOKa
He yBHJeJ XYAYIO XEHILMHY B kaagoByuike. OH mompocui
ee MPUATH K MyXy, M KOrja oHa mnpuuuia, MacjleHHHKOB
CKasan:

— Jlaii-ka, MaTb, ClO1a MOM OXOTHHLKH GOTaJbl.

— 3auem, TebGe, EBcTurheuu?

— [Haii!

— Jla 3auem TeGe!

— He TBoOe nmesno! — kpukHyn MacieHHHKOB, — ja-
Bail, Koau rosopsT!

M BOT ABSIKOH Jepxal B pyKax OrpOMHble pbixHE
camnoru, ¢ BHAOM 3HaTOKa CTy4YaJ NO HMX MOJOLIBaM, Bbl-
BOpayMBaJ Ha W3HAaHKY MJIMHHble rojeHumM. OH jxocran
CBOH KpYr/ble OYKH, OCeJLJaJ MMH HOC M MPOJOJIKaA CBOE
uccreoBaHue, 6pocast KpaTKMe M CTpPOrve 3aMeyaHus.

— ToBapeu-To arJuukuil... usHocy 6bl He Obuto. C
nogHapsigom. Kacropkoit Gbl Hago masatb! IogowBbl U3
OyiHBona... mpurogitca. Y rojeHuln noCayXHTb MOTYT...
A roJIOBKM NOAFryJsiIH.

OH B3rJsiHyn1 Yepe3 OYKH.

— TloyHHHTB, 4TO JN?

Mac/ieHHUKOB, BHUMAaTeJbHO CJAeAUBILUHI 32 HUM, NpHU-
NOAHSJICS, HAKOHEll, Ha JIOKOTb M, 3aJbiXasiCb CKa3aj:

— Cuueit Thl MHe Canoru... KOJM MacTep... HOBble!

JbSKOH Haxe B3APOrHyJ, BCIIOMHMB CBOH COH, W MO-
AyMaa: — BOT OHO K YeMy... IOMPET 4eJIOBEK-TO, Ha rpob
3aKa3biBaeT!

A BCAyX pajoCTHO CKasani:

— Counio 3a nepshlit copT!

W noamurHysa ¢ TahHOH MBICJLIO.

— Tloka He CrHuioT, — HM3HOCYy He GyneT!

— Crapbe-To, — €O CTOHOM OTKHHYJC MacaeHHu-
KOB, — 4TO € ero HOCHTb...
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— ¥Vx s Bam cowblo, EBCTUrHEeNY, KaK Ha apTwe-
puiickoro kanutaHa. [To BO3AYyUIHOMY OKesiHy XOAUTb Gy-
JeTe, SIKO MO CyXYy, — He MPOMOKHYT!

— lleit! — wymHO ckasan Mac/eHHHKOB.

M cMmoTpen BHHUMATENbHO.

— A Bo3bMellb CKOJIBKO?

— Ectb Tpu uensl, EBcTHrHeny. 3a AeBSiTb MOXHO
CIUMTb, 332 JABEHaAUATb.. M 3a BOCEMHAaALaTb. 3a AEBATh,
KOHEYHO, AJs MPOCTELOB LIbeM, KOM MO 3aiuly xoasar. 3a
JABEHaJlUaTh... MOJeNUKaTeCHee, NMPOTHB Jio6oro G6GoJoTa
YyCTOSTb MOTyT. A rocnoja BoellHble BCeria 3a BOCEMHaJ-
LaTh 3aKa3blBAlOT, MOTOMYy — BbICLIM{l COPT... KOpPabJH...
XOTb MO peke MJaBaii!

MacneHHUKOB noMosHal.

— Mou-T0 3a ABeHaauaThb LIMTHI.

— Jla Beap, nmpaBay ckasatb, EBcturhenu... ToBa-
pel-TO XOTb M arjJuuKuid, a C H3bSHIEM, C U3BIHIEM.
OGpaTuTe Balle BHMMaHHe, KaK B pyke MHeTcsl. Jlomkuit
ToBap! PasBe xopowmit moxer Tak Jomatbca? OH u B
CTapocTH weaKy nopobGed. M nogowBel, kKoHeuHO, 6yiBO-
JoBbL.. Jla GyiiBosy-To ckoJbko JeT Gbl10? Cro! Bepho
ropopio. A o6paTHTe BHHUMaHHe Ha nojHapsi. Kto xe Ta-
KO CTaBUT?

— Tarnapuate! — ckasan MacneHHHKOB.

— He usBoJbTe TOpProBaThCA... CAeNald MO COBECTH.

— Hy, nec... weit! Toabko... wTO OBI...

JbsiKkOH, MmO cTapoil MpHUBbIUKe, OTOLIEJ K MOpOry,
MOCTOS/I TaM M moyecal B 3aThUIKe

— 3apartouek 6bl, EBcTHrHenu... Bo uma Boxwue.

— Hy, BoT... ele HeBeaOMO, YTO...

— Jla Beab HeT y MeHsl... HM Kenbl! TOBapy-TO KynuTb
Hago? U Kcratu Obl, EBCTUrHeHY, OJOMKWIM JIOWIANb:
Cbe3XKY B BOJIOCTb, Ja TaKOro TaM TOBapy KYMJO... CaMH
yBuaure!

— Her nowaau, B pa6ote Bce.

OnH, HaKOHel, CTOProBajJuCb. JIbSIKOH CHSJI MepKy, a
MacneHHMKOB NpHKasal XeHe BbIAATh JAbSKOHY AECATb
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pyOneit 3agaTka, HacueT e JIOMIAAW CKasal, YTO paHblle
BOCKpeceHbsi He ocBo6oauTcsa. JbsikoH Bbilien oT MacieH-
HUKOBa Kak Obl B BecejoM yrape. OulynbiBas B KapMmaHe
JleHbT'H, OH He lueJ, a JieTeJ Mo yJaule, MOAPACHHK HA HeM
pasayBajicsi OT GBICTPOrO X042, TaK €My XOTeJoCb C006-
ILUTh TMOCKOpee AbSKOHMIE HeOGLIKHOBEHHYI HOBOCTb. OH
yXe pacCuMThiBaJ B yMe, KaK OTNPaBUTCA B BOJOCTb Ha
MacCJIeHHMKOBCKOIl JIOLIaAH, KaK YNPOCHT TaMm (eabiuepa
noexatb OCMOTPETb JbSIKOHHLY... AEHEr-TO XBATHT, 3a
MOKYNKOi TOBapa, M 3a BM3WT, M 3a npoesl. OxHO cMy-
wano: 6bU1 BTOPHUK, — J0 BOCKpDeCeHbsl ellle liejast Hexe-
as! Ho apsiKOH pajocTHO cMoTpes B He60O M wenTan:

— Tocnoap ycrpout! LllenHeT yTO-HHOYAb...

Ewe AbfiKOH He ycmea AOHTH A0 AOMY, KaKk OTTyAa
Bblllle/l LIEPKOBHBIi CTOPOX M, YBHAAB JAbSKOHA, 3aKpHyasl
emy:

— bariowka Tpebyer!

— A 4TO Tam cayuyuaoch?

— He 3Haw, 0. absikoH. [lpukasan 6GaTiowka, 4To6bl
kK Hemy... Ckaxu, roBopuT, 4ToGbl Ge3npuMeHHO M ceityac
xe. HyxHo, roBopur...

— ¥x He Tpe6a M Kakas? — 06pafoOBaJCsi AbSIKOH,
— BOT XOpowo-To Obl... Bo cjaBy Boxuio!

...B kpolweyHom nonosckoM jxome, — u36e O ABYX
OKOHILaX, B €IMHCTBEHHOl KOMHaTe, — OBbICTPO liaraa u3
yria B yroJ MoJojoii 6aTiolka. ¥ Hero elle TOJNbKO CTala
oTpacTtatb 60pPOAKa, ¥ OH ee BCE Kak Obl BbITArMBAJ, Urpas
nanbuamd. OH YTO-TO HanmeBas, M JIMLO y Hero GbUIO Be-
cenoe. MeGenn B KOMHaTe ObIIO TOJIbKO HECKOJbKO HeKpa-
lIeHbIX CTY/beB, Aa JABa OeJblX CTOJNA, HA OLHOM M3 KOTO-
pbiIX KMnea camoBap. Maryuika, Takasi )Ke MOJIOAEHbKas,
pasnuBaja 4ai, a 6aTiollKa BCE XOAWJ U pacneBa:

Bul MHe nose-e-pbTe.
Bce myxunHbl 9e-e-prul

Ho y marywku auuo Obl10 HeLOBOJBbHOE.

— Tebe xopowo, — rosopuia OHa, — Tebe-TO yx
XOpOoLIO...
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U Ha rnasax y Hee CTOSIAM Clle3bl.

— Tak noexem, BMecCTe, OCTAHOBWJCA CpeAH KOM-
HaThl GaTIOIKa.

— B uem xe g noenry? Ilocrneauss kodrouka...
cmoTpu!

OHa BbITSrMBajJa pPyKy M Jeprajia 3a pyKas.

— Jlaxe M TNOYMHUTb HeJb3sl... He 3aljaTy Xe U3
Apyroii MatepuM HakJaabiBaTh? A 106ka? Kak xe s B
TaKOM BHJe NOKaXYCb nepej, JIOAbMH-TO?

Bartiolika 6bl1 cpaxeH TakuM aprymeHToM. OH BbITH-
ruBajl ryObl M NOKayMBaJ roJiOBOi C BUAOM COUYBCTBHUSI H
COXaJIEHHS...

— Tloroau, Jlupa, cue Hauwe mnpeObiBaHUe BO upeBe
KUTOBE CKOPO KOHYMUTCA. ¥2K MOALENUM TaKOH MpHUXOLELL...
B IUeJK Hapsxy!

— A noka... meak! — yJablGHyJaCh CKBO3b CJjie3bl Ma-
TYILUKA.

U Bapyr Bnana B OTYasiHue.

— Tocnoay, Heyxeau MHe TYT U POAHTb NPUAETCH...
Jaxe M aKyllepKH HeOTKyAa B3SATb!

— He nna-a-yb, — Gosle3HeHHO CMOpLIMJICA GaTioLI-
Ka, — BCé obpasyercs... yTo 3a 4ail — co caesamu! C
KOHbSIYKOM Obl... 3X!

— Tebe xopowo, — yTHpaja cJe3bl MaTyllKa, —

Te6e-To XOpowo, Te6si TaM M KOHbSKOM HAmMoSIT... pas-
BJeyellbCsl. A s CMAM, KAK B MOTHJE.

— Hy, oanako... Heab3si )Xe MHe He eXaTb.

— bartolika ondaTh 3axoauMn no KOMHaTe, TaK e
6bICTPO, M YTO-TO 3aCBHUCTEJ, HO yXe MeHee Becesnoe. B
3TO BpeMsi BowleJ AbsikOH. BaTiomwka Tak u Gpocuiacs K
HeMy, NMpPOSIBUB BCe NMPHU3HAKW HeoOblualHOH pajoCcTH: OH
Xajl eMy PYKH, pacnpaliuBaj O AbSIKOHHLE, O ThiCsiye ApY-
rMX NpEeIMETOB, He 3HaJ, Kyla ycaautb ero. Ho absikoH
NpeABapUTEeNbHO MOMOJIMICA YHHHO HA MKOHbI, CTEMEeHHO TOo-
310pOBajCcs C GaTIOWIKON, 3aTeM HaNMpaBWICA K MaTyLiKe
M COBCEM MO-KaBaJepCKH MOLEeJNOBaJl Yy Hee PYKY.

Marywka 3apaenacb OT pajoCTH H OT CMYILEHHS.
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— U rze Bbl 3TO, 0. LbSIKOH, HAYYWINCb TAKOMY CBeT-
CKOMY OO6XO0XJAeHHIO?

JIbSIKOH He crmella yCeJCsi K CTOJNY M COJHAHO OTBETHA:

— Ilpumepbl TOMYy MHOrMe BHJIeJ], U OYEHb Jaxe
BBICOKONOCTaB/eHHble. Pa3, korja s ry6GepHaTopile mnojay-
CamnoXKH MPHHEC A/ NPUMEPKH, CaM ero NpeBOCXOAUTeNb-
CTBO B KOMHATYy BolleJ, B NMOJHOM Npenapaje, ¢ OpAEeHaAMH,
M y Cynpyry CBOel py4Ky MOLeNOBaJHd, BOT TOYHO TaK XKe...
— «Kak Bbl, roBopur, mep-Geslb-Tpu-XKOJH, NOXHBaeTe?
Bcé s B 1o6pom 310poBbuLle? U roToBbI M, FOBOPUT, Bbl,
MajaM, Ha MpoMeHaj exaTb?» A MOTOM 4YTO-TO C Hel0 Ha
HHOCTPAHHBIX S3bIKaX 3aroBOPHJIM, M Ha MEHS C MHTEPeCOM
NOCMOTpEJH... JA U ONATb B PYUKY.

Marywka onaTh nocmesiiach, a NOTOM CKasaja:

— BoT TOABKO MJI0X0, YTO Bbl HaC COBCeM 3a6bliH,
0. IbSIKOH... Mbl TyT OpolueHb! XuBeM. [laBaiiTe, 1 Bam
CIMBOYEK HaJbIO.

— Bo umg Tocnogne, martyumka, — OTO3BajiCsl Abfl-
KOH, — CO CJMBOYKaMH-TO $i BBbIIbIO; HO Bbl Beib MOe MO~
JIoXKeHHe 3HaeTe; s 3aMeCTO KYpHIlbl Ha sifiliax CHxy.

JlyXoBHBIE TaK M MOKATHIUCb CO CMeXxy.

— Kak Tak?

— Bcé Benb XO3fICTBO Ha MOMX pyKax: fi W TOBap,
s U CKOTOBOJ, f WU O6paT MWJIOCEpPAMS... NMOMHMO MOEro
AbsikoHCTBA. XKanko, 0JHOro He ymeio: ¢aibliuBbie AE€HbIH
Aenatb. A 6e3 HUX TPYAHO.

M npAKOH BHMMAaTEJbHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha 6aTIOWIKY.

— He Tpe6y Jsu Tocnoap nocaan? — OCBeAOMHICS
OH C BHAOM TalHOrO OXHJIAHHS.

BaTiolika maxHysn pykoit u 3acmesiics.

— Joxnewnbcs ot MapThiHa noMaHoro aiathiHa! Her,
TYT Aeno uHoe. Ciablxaau Bbl, O. JAbSIKOH, O HOBOM BJajbl-
KHHOM Pacrnopsi2KeHun?

— Ortkyaa xe MHe cabiuath? M kakoe 3to pacnops-
XeHue?

— Bcemy Hu3LleMy npHYTY nepHOAHUYECKHE 3K3aMeHbl
yCTpauBaTh.
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Y AbSIKOHA BBITSHYJOCH JHLO.

— Bo ums Boxue... Kakie 3K3aMeHbI?

— BeposaTHO, KacaTe/bHO 3HaHMs CayxeGHOro ycra-
Ba. Beap y Hac HeKOTOpble NMCAJOMIIMKH JaXe YUTAThb He
ymelor. Ho HaBepHoe He ckaxy. JlaBHO yxe moOroBapu-
BalOT, YTO BJajblka HOBble MOPSIAKM BO BCEM 3aBOJMT.
A BOT HacyeT 3K3aMeHOB GYMaXKy-TO $i MOJY4YMJI C OMO-
8J.aHMeM: 3aBTpPa HaM B 3aBaiMlIMHe y GJ1arOYMHHOrO Haxo
6bITb, — JOJXKEH 51 Bac MPeACTaBUTb Ha 3K3aMeH.

JIbSIKOH C YAHMBJEHHBIM JIMUOM MOAHSAJ Majel U yka-
3aJ MM Ha ce0s.

— Mens?!

— Ja.

— B 3aBannmuno?

— Hy, za.

— TIloBeseTe mensa?

— Hy, koHeuHo.

JbsikoH mocTaBua najel, mepeji HOCOM.

— Tocnoap-To! Bcé ycrposier, Toabko mompocu. A
Belb MHe J0 3ape3y Haio Obl10 paiu AbSAKOHMUbL. Tenepb
YX BHXY: NOCTaBMO $f AbSKOHHIYY HAa HOTH... BO C/aBYy
Boxuio. M1 noToM BOT 4TO 51 BaM CKaxy, GaTiOLUKA...

JbSKOH CTajl NPUXOANTb B PaLOCTHOE BO30YXKIEHHE.

— Jloxoa y Hac npeiBHAMTCS... XOP-p-OLUHIA.

— Jla yto BB, — o06pajaoBaics GaTioOllKa: — BOT,
Jluna, teGe u xodrouka Gyner... Toabko oTkysa Gbi?

— MacneHHHKOB yMpeT.

BaTiomika mocMoTpesn C COMHeHHeM.

— Cro ner npoxuser!

— Her, — ckasan apsikoH c y6exaeHHeM, — MHe Ha
Hero CMepThb Camnoru 3akasana.

W nbsikOH MPMHAACA pacCKasbiBaTh, KaK CMepPTb SBJS-
Jachb eMy BO CHe M 3aKasaja eMy Camoru, M KaK y Hero
SIBHAaCh MJes, KaKk OH noiues K MacieHHukoBy, kak Mac-
JIEHHHKOB 3aKa3aJl eMy Camnorv, ¥ Kak OH TOHSJI M3 Cero,
yTo Mac/ieHHHKOB ympeT. JlyxoBHble Ciyllalu ero ¢
YAMBJIEHHEM, a MOTOM Jaxe C HEKOTOPbIM MOYTEHHEM: He
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KaXIbli JeHb BHUAMLIb 4YesJOBeKa, y KOTOpOro ObIBalOT
Belune CHbl. Hakoueu, u GaTiomwika ¢ MaTywkoi, nNogo6HO
IbSIKOHY, TMPULIIM B PajoOCTHOe BO30yxAeHHE M OTAAIUCH
Me4YTaM O TOM, CKOJbKO OyAeT ¢ MacileHHMKOBAa JOXOAa,
M Kak OHM ero pacnpepeasr. Ha asroit noyse BbiuIO Yy
6aTIOWIKM C MaTYIUKOH CTOJKHOBEHME: MaTyLIKa HaxoAu/aa
HYXHBIM NpHOOpecTH OJHO, a GaTiolika Apyroe.

— bBes xopoweii psichl Henb3s, — BOJHOBaJCs 6a-
TIOIKA, — KaK K enuckony siBaatbca? IlpeacraBurenb-
ctBo! CoaupHO-TO Boijmelb, ¥ MeCTO Jyywe AanyT. A
Te6e C KOGTOUKOM...

— Tak Tebe xanko MHe ko¢pTOuky? BoT Thl M 06-
HapyXHWJCs CO CBOei-TO J060BbIO!

— He xa-a-aKko... HO 3a4YeM HeNMpPeMEeHHO lleJKOoBYio!

Marywka 3annakana.

— He Hapo MHe oT Te6st kodToukH!

— Ho nocaywait, JIuaa...

— He Hapo... Hu4ero He Hajno!

JIbSIKOHY NPHUIJIOCh MHPHUTb MX; OH HAaNOMHMWJ, YTO
MacneHHNKOB ellle He yMmep, M O6aTiOlIKa TNOMHPHICS C
MaTyLIKOH Ha TOM, 4TO OTKasajics ot pscel. Ho TyT Ha-
yajach Gopp6a BeJHKOAYLUMHA; MaTyllKa JIOG0BHO cTajna
OTKa3blBaThCsl OT KO(TOYKM, HaxoAad, 4YTO psca Aaas 6a-
TIOIUKK ¥ B CaMOM JieJle HyXHee, K TOMY e OH OyleT B
Heil Takoil BequKojenHbll. 3TO NpuBeso GaTIOWIKY B YMH-
JieHHe, 1 OH NMPHUHSJICS LeJOBaTh MAaTYIUKYy, FOBOPS, YTO OT
MacneHHHKOBa y HMX XBaTHT M Ha psACy, U Ha KOQTOUKY,
M TOTYAaC e MPHUCTYMHI K AbSKOHY C KaTeropHueCKMM BO-
NpoCcOM, KaKk K OpaKyay:

— Korza ymper-t0?

JbSIKOH pa3Bes pyKaMHu.

— Hy, yx sTo ot bora, a He oT MeHs.

U apsxoH Bnan B CMYLIEHHe.

— Kak BOT TONBKO $i AbSIKOHHILY OCTaBJIO?

— §1 moxoxy 3a Heif, — BbI3BajJach MaTyllKa, —
Mo6I0 5 ee OYeHb... Aa M pa3BjiedyeHHe MHe.

JIbSIKOH TOJIBKO MPHJOXHUJI PYKY K Cepaly.
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